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The President. So this is a group I like very much. We're here to discuss agriculture, very 
important. And these are great people, great Americans, great patriots. And they've been 
treated very badly for a long time. And if you look at the farmer, it's been, unfortunately, over a 
12-year period, trending downward. Very much trending downward. So we're changing things 
with respect to trade and trade with other countries. 

A lot of times, the farmers, sort of, they know what they have. But it'll be very good when 
we get it all finished. It'll be great. People are a little bit concerned going into that wild blue 
yonder or, in our case, the wild red yonder. [Laughter] But I will say that the farmers are going 
to be—they're going to do fantastically well. 

But they have been trending downward for a long period of time, and we're not going to 
have that. A lot of it is because of bad trade deals. 

So I'm pleased to be joined by several of our Nation's Governors—very distinguished 
governors—and Members of Congress to talk about trade and agriculture. 

As you know, the recent investigation led by U.S. Trade Representative Bob Lighthizer—
who's with us today also—identified a pattern of chronic Chinese trading abuses, including 
theft of intellectual property and trade secrets, and forced technology transfers, which has cost 
this country hundreds of billions of dollars, and also, the targeting of American technology. It's 
cost us untold hundreds of billions of dollars over the years. 

Larry Kudlow is here, and he's shaking his head, approvingly, meaning, of what I'm saying. 

National Economic Council Director Lawrence A. Kudlow. Yes, sir. 

The President. But disapprovingly of what they've done. 

Director Kudlow. Yes, sir. 

The President. As you are all aware, China has consistently treated the United States 
agriculture unfairly. I was very proud of something I did at Mar-a-Lago, in Florida. I had 
President Xi, who's a friend of mine, who's a very, very good man. And I don't blame China; I 
blame our representatives that—our people over the past, our Presidents and negotiators and 
trade representatives—that they allowed this to happen. 

But during a very brief conversation, I said, "President, the United States, we want to sell 
beef again to China." Now, they hadn't sold it in, what, 14 years or something. And he looked at 
me and he said, "Say it again." I said, "We want to sell beef"—that's a big industry—"in China." 
And he said, "We will sell beef in China." And we did other things too. But the one that really is 
the most interesting for the people at this table is beef. 

And I think, Governor, that made a big impact, and they're selling a lot of beef in China 
that hadn't been; for 14, 15 years, they were not allowed to sell beef in China. 

So we have the kind of a relationship that, I think, is going to be very aggressively 
sustained. Yesterday, as you know, President Xi made a very good speech, and he said he's 
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going to open up China. He's going to open it up, take down a lot of the trade barriers—maybe 
all of them—but take down a lot of trade barriers. 

And he's going to get rid of a lot of the taxes or tariffs that they charge. Because, right 
now, if you have—and I use this example because it's so easy—if we sell a car into China, 
number one, they won't take the car; and number two, if they did take the car, it's 25-percent 
tariff. Whereas we have no barrier, and when they sell a car into us, it's 2½   percent. So they 
have barriers, but when they don't have barriers, it's 25 percent versus 2½   percent. That's not a 
good way to make money. Chuck will tell you that. So we're straightening that out. 

We want to be reciprocal. So if they charge 25, we charge 25. If they charge 2½  , we 
charge 2½  . And maybe what happens is, we both charge nothing, because I know we'd all like 
that. I think Ben would like that better than anybody, okay? [Laughter] That's simpler than 25. 
Let's save all the transfer of funds, right? 

Senator Benjamin E. Sasse. We need more trade. 

The President. So that's what we want. We want more trade. We want no barriers. But the 
only way you can knock it down, you can't just go in—for 25 years, Presidents have been trying 
to negotiate, and they've been very unsuccessful, because they'd meet, and they'd say, "Can we 
talk?" And the Chinese would say, "Yes, we can." And that's what they do—they talk for 4 years, 
then they'll talk for another 4 years, and that would be the end of that. Nothing would happen. 
So nothing would happen. So we're doing a job there. 

NAFTA: We're renegotiating NAFTA. It's coming along great. I have no time—you know, 
I keep reading from the "fake news" media that we're pushing it. I'm not pushing it; I don't 
care. Oh, you're laughing. You're laughing. That's good, John [John Roberts, Fox News]. Well, 
see, Fox can smile because—[laughter]—you know, you do a very beautiful job. 

But I keep hearing how we're pushing NAFTA, we want it done. There's no timeline. 
There's no timeline. Now, in the meantime, nobody is moving into Mexico. Because as long as 
NAFTA is in flux, no company is going to spend a billion dollars to build an automobile plant. 

So I say this—I've told it to the Mexicans: We can negotiate forever. Because as long as we 
have this negotiation going, nobody is going to build billion-dollar plants in Mexico, which is 
what they've been doing a lot. They have taken our auto industry by the throat. And so many 
jobs have been lost, so many massive plants have been built in Mexico, top-of-the-line stuff. 
But that's not happening now, and they're coming back. Chrysler has moved back; a lot of them 
have moved back. 

And same thing with agriculture, which is going to be our predominant discussion today. 
So agriculture is okay with NAFTA. Not great. We're going to make it great. We're going to 
make it great. And we're getting pretty close to a deal. It could be 3 or 4 weeks. It could be 2 
months; it could be 5 months. I don't care. So you know the narrative of—I'm pushing for a 
deal—I never pushed for a deal. I don't care. In fact, if everybody in this room closed their 
ears, I'd say I'd rather terminate NAFTA and make a brand new deal, but I'm not going to do 
that because I want everyone to be happy in this room, okay? We'll see how it goes. 

But we're going to make a fair NAFTA deal, much better than it is right now. NAFTA has 
cost this country hundreds of billions of dollars. It has been a disaster. We've lost 50,000 
factories, millions of jobs. NAFTA has been a disaster. 
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So we're going to either come up with a great NAFTA deal and a fair one for this country, 
or we're going to just do something else. And agriculture will be taken care of a hundred 
percent. 

So we're going to have a discussion today, and we're going to talk about agriculture as it 
relates to trade, primarily. Again, we're doing really well with China. I think we're having some 
great discussions; we'll see what happens. We put a $50 billion tariff on, and then we put $100 
billion tariff on. And you know, at a certain point, they run out of bullets. 

Remember what I said: When you're $500 billion down, you can't lose a trade war. And I 
won't call it a trade war, because it's really a trade negotiation. But nobody ever negotiated 
from our side. Nobody ever did anything. All they did was talk. And in the meantime, we 
helped rebuild China because they took so much money—bridges and airports and military 
and everything. They took so much—hundreds of billions of dollars—out of our country. 

So now we're really negotiating, and I think they're going to treat us very fairly. I think 
they want to. And again, I don't blame my friend, President Xi. I blame our representatives, for 
years, that didn't do a damn thing, and they allowed it to happen. I wish we could do what they 
did because that would make everybody at this table very happy. So perhaps we're in the 
process of doing it. 

The other thing is, if you look at the European Union—we're talking to them—I don't 
know if you realize it, but they have virtual barriers against even agriculture, from going in. So 
they sell us their Mercedes-Benzes, and they sell us their BMWs, and they sell all the different 
things. And we have no barriers whatsoever. 

Hello, Pete. Good job you're doing. 

Governor J. Peter Ricketts of Nebraska. Mr. President, how are you doing? 

The President. Nebraska, folks. Doing a good job. He never liked me until we met. 
[Laughter] Right? He was a "Never Trumper" until—and his family. 

Gov. Ricketts. No, that was my brother Todd. [Laughter] 

The President. No, the whole family. [Laughter] And then, I flew to Nebraska—a State I 
love—I made a speech, and he liked me. And from then on, he called his brother—he said, 
"Trump is good. Let's be friends." Then we became—— 

Gov. Ricketts. Well, remember in that speech, Mr. President, you vowed to open up the 
Chinese market to our U.S. beef. And you delivered on that promise. 

The President. And that's what we're doing, right? Did I deliver? I did that quickly. 

Gov. Ricketts. Yes. 

The President. In one conversation. So—good to see you, Pete. 

So we are opening up the European Union, or we're not going to be very nice about it. At 
the European Union, we'll lose about $151 billion this year. We lose with almost everybody. 
We lose with Canada. We lose with Mexico. We lose with European Union. We lose with—
certainly, we lose with China, Vietnam. I mean, no matter where you go, it's very rare—very 
rare—that our country has a surplus. 

But we're changing it. And, as Ben said, we want to have trade. And we want to have 
barriers taken down, because the barriers, in many cases, are far worse than the tariffs. I mean, 
the tariffs can be bad, but the barriers are very bad. 
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So the European Union makes it very hard for agricultural products because their farmers 
don't want you there. The farmers say, "We don't want the American farmers." But that's not 
fair because we take all of their stuff, a lot of cars and lot of other things. So they're going to 
have to take down the barriers, because we can't have it. You know, when you think of 
European Union, you think so friendly, so nice. They're very brutal to us in terms of trade. So 
we're talking about that too. 

In the end, the farmers are going to be, I think, the biggest beneficiary from all of what's 
happening. They're our great people. We love our farmers. They were so good to me during 
the election, that whole—much more than center of the country. It's a big group of people, 
Joni. Right? 

But Sonny Perdue came, and he said, "Look at this." And he hung up a map, and the 
whole thing is red. And those are those farmers, and we love those farmers. Right? We're going 
to take care of the farmers. They haven't been taken care of. I mean, you just take a look at 
European Union. They virtually can't do business. Take a look at China. Take a look at so many 
other places. 

So we are going to finish off these trade deals. I'm going to ask Sonny, Secretary of 
Agriculture, to say a couple of words. I might ask Bob Lighthizer to say a couple of words, and 
maybe Larry Kudlow. And then, we will get on with our meeting, and we'll ask the media to 
head out of the room. 

Sonny. 

Secretary of Agriculture George E. "Sonny" Perdue. Mr. President, the people in this 
room, both in Congress and Governors, represent some of the best people in America, and that 
is those people that you've used a word that I like to use about them. They're "patriots" first. 
They're Americans first. 

The President. Patriots. 

Secretary Perdue. They bring the hard-working ethics of the American spirit from their 
fields and farms and ranches across this country. And they support you. And they understand 
what you're trying to do in calling the question—having the courage to call the question—
against people who have been cheating, both China and EU. The barriers that you describe 
actually punish American farmers more than a lot of other industries, because the American 
farmer and rancher has been so productive. So they're with you in that effort. 

[At this point, Secretary Perdue continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

I think we have set the stage for a balanced negotiation that can happen. And that's what 
all of us are hoping and praying for, that we get a good, sound, fair, balanced negotiation with 
all of these countries. And we applaud your leadership and courage in calling that question. 

The President. Well, that's why I really called the farmers patriots, because they know 
what I'm doing. They had a group of 10 on in one of the shows over the weekend, and they 
were farmers. "And do you agree what the President is doing with China?" And they all agreed. 
They all said, "Look, we may have to take a little bit of a hit." I don't even think they will. But in 
the end, the country is going to be much stronger; our country is going to be much stronger. 

But more importantly, they're going to be—everything is going to be better. Just 
everything is going to be better. And one of them said, "You know, most importantly, the 
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country is going to be much stronger, but we're going to make much more money." They're 
going to be doing much better. 

And you know, as an example, I'm working with Chuck Grassley and with Joni and with 
Deb and—all of us, right? We're all working together. And we're working on the ethanol, and 
it's really working out. I think it's going to really work out. People have been talking about this 
for years. And we think we're going to do something, I will say, early—and I'm—this is no 
guarantee—but we're going to raise it up to 15 percent, which makes a lot of people happy. 
We're going to go to 12 months, which makes a lot of farmers very happy—because we go from 
8 months to 12 months, that's a big difference. That was always unnecessary and ridiculous. 

So we're going to work out something during the transition period, which is not easy, very 
complicated, because we have to take care of our refineries. We have to take care of a lot of 
other people. But we're working on transition now because there will be a 2-year period of 
time that we have a little bit of complexity while things are happening, while things are being 
built. 

But we're going to be going probably—probably—to 15 [percent],* and we're going to be 
going to a 12-month period. So I think that's going to be—— 

Gov. Ricketts. It's a great deal. 

The President. Look at that big smile. Boy, all of a sudden, there's a lot of smiles. 
[Laughter] 

Senator Debra S. Fischer. That's good. 

The President. And you know what? It's going to solve a problem. And we're going to be 
helping also—we're going to be also helping the refineries. So the refineries are going to be 
able to do much better, because right now there are a lot of them that are not doing well. So 
we have to help the refineries. So we're very close to getting that done and we've worked hard 
on that, Joni, I think. 

Senator Joni K. Ernst. We really have. We have. 

The President. But it's coming along very nicely. 

Could I ask Bob Lighthizer to say a few words, please? 

United States Trade Representative Lighthizer. Sure, Mr. President. I would say, first of 
all, we'll get into details about things in the private session, as you asked. Just preliminarily—
one, I talk to a lot of people around this room a lot. Everybody—I hope you all realize that I'm 
available to talk. I know this is in-time information, and consulting is important. 

And I haven't talked to all of you, but most of you I talk to a fair amount. So I want you to 
know that I welcome to do it. I'm happy to do it. 

The President. He's working about 23 hours a day, and he sleeps for 1. Look at him. I 
mean, is this guy—[laughter]? He's, like, exhausted. 

Senator John R. Thune. It shows. 

The President. That's all right. That's okay. You're looking good. Go ahead. 

Ambassador Lighthizer. I don't look that bad, all right? [Laughter] 

                                                 
* White House correction. 
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So the second thing is, we tend to think a lot about agriculture as always on the defensive 
in all of these things. The fact is you can't really find a serious market we—where we couldn't 
do better in agriculture. 

[Ambassador Lighthizer continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

Something that people don't focus on, we have 18 cases at the WTO where we are 
pursuing the interests of agriculture, barriers within the trading system, which is a very big part 
of what we do. 

The President. And we're starting to get much better results at the World Trade 
Organization, WTO, because they know we're not playing games anymore. You know, we're 
going to get the results, or they're not going to be so happy. I mean, it was set up to hurt us. 

I mean, if you look at it, 25 years ago, or whatever it was, it was really set up to take 
advantage of the United States, as far as I'm concerned. But we're starting to get much better 
results, and that would make, I think, a lot of people very happy. 

Go ahead. 

Ambassador Lighthizer. I'll just say, the final thing I had—and we'll about this privately—
but the China situation is a serious problem. Everybody realizes something has to be done 
about it. I'll show you the numbers. They're off the charts. It's a real threat to our economy. 

[Ambassador Lighthizer continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

But it's just not an issue that can be further kicked down the road. And we expect to 
continue to do it that way and get you a good result, Mr. President. 

The President. Good. Thank you very much, Bob. And you really are doing a great job. I 
appreciate it. But we want to see the end result, because it doesn't matter what happens during 
the course, it's the end result that counts. 

I just—while we're talking about China, we are getting along very well. I think we're going 
to do some great things. But very importantly, they're very much helping us at the border of 
North Korea, and they're continuing to. And you know, they view it as something they should 
do. I think it's certainly very beneficial to them. Getting rid of nuclear weapons is very good for 
them. Good for everybody. 

But they have really been a great help to us at the border of North Korea, and maybe that 
all plays into what we're doing because I think it does. I think everything does. But perhaps 
that's one of the reasons that they are so helpful. They've been really terrific in helping us get 
to some kind of a settlement. 

Meetings are being set up right now between myself and Kim Jong Un, who will be—I 
think it will be terrific. I think we're going with a lot of respect, and we'll see what happens. So 
we've come a long way. But China has really helped us at the border, and we appreciate it. 
Okay? 

Larry Kudlow. 

Director Kudlow. Yes, sir. Thank you. Let me just add on. Trump economic policies have 
designed and succeeding now in promoting economic growth in the U.S. We're already 
running over 3-percent growth from the last three quarters. People said we couldn't, but we 
are. There may be a sloppy quarter in there someplace, but the trend is unmistakable. 

[Director Kudlow continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 
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So this trade initiative is part of our growth policies; it folds very nicely into lower tax rates 
and lower regulations. And President Trump has ended the war on business, and that's part of 
this. We can grow at 4 percent, who knows? This is good stuff, even though it's difficult in the 
process, it's all aimed at growth. That's a Kudlow message. I've been saying it for many 
decades. I'm still saying it. And these are the best growth policies I've seen since I was a kid 
working for Reagan. 

The President. Thank you, Larry, very much. Beautifully said. 

Just to finish, we have some tremendous numbers coming out from companies. We have 
hundreds of billions of dollars pouring back into our country from our tax cut plan where 
money overseas is coming in, which, Larry, you often mention and talk about. Apple, as an 
example, is investing $350 billion in plants—which they don't have too many of, but they will—
and campuses and everything else. 

Other companies are investing billions of dollars back in our country. So they're bringing 
in billions of dollars, I would say ahead of schedule, even far ahead of schedule. And that's 
going to create growth and jobs and everything else. 

As you know, we had 32 solar plants, and of the 32, I think 30 were closed, Larry, right? 
There were—it's a new industry, but they were getting absolutely killed by China and some 
others. And we put a tariff on those panels coming in, which were not nearly as good as the 
ones we make. And now we have two that are open. Can you imagine, of the 32, there are two 
that are—were just about limping along and barely open. 

These two are now doing very well and they're looking to open seven, eight, nine of the 
plants. Same thing with washing machines. They were dumping—if you can believe this—
washing machines all over the country, just dumping them. And we put a 30-percent tariff on, 
and now washing machine plants are expanding and opening in our country. 

So I just want to use tariffs judiciously, but it can certainly help. The steel and aluminum 
industry—10 percent on aluminum. And you probably have seen, and I sort of thought this 
might happen, aluminum is down 4 percent since we put a 10-percent tariff on it. So someday, 
somebody is going to explain that to me. I didn't think it would be that good; I thought maybe 
it would go up just a little bit. 

Steel, we have taken the tariff off some countries when we've been able to renegotiate 
deals. For instance, in South Korea, when they heard they had to pay 25-percent tariff on steel 
coming in, they went absolutely crazy, and we made a deal. The KORUS deal is now pretty 
much concluded. And we really made that, I would say, Bob, largely because of the fact that 
they did not like the fact that they were having to pay tariffs on steel. 

So we've been able to—even the European Union, they're not happy about the steel, and 
we're negotiating with them. I don't know that we'd be negotiating without the steel. And I say 
it for them to hear; I couldn't care less. They can hear it. 

In some cases, people are paying tariffs, and we're taking in a lot of money for the country. 
Those tariffs are tremendous. We're taking in a lot of money. Not so bad, either. But the tariffs 
have really helped us. When used properly, they really get people to the table. And that's what 
we want. But I want people to the table, also, for our great American farmers for the ag 
industry. I love those people. We're taking care of those people. And it's working out really 
well. 

So thank you all very much for being here. And thank you very much. Thank you. 
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Syria 

Q. Mr. President, is military action against Syria inevitable, sir? Is there any way to avoid 
it? 

The President. We're having a meeting today on Syria. We're having a number of meetings 
today. We'll see what happens. We're obviously looking at that very closely. 

And I will be leaving here. I was there, and now I'll be going back as soon as this meeting 
is over. But we're looking very, very seriously, very closely at that whole situation. And we'll see 
what happens, folks. We'll see what happens. 

It's too bad that the world puts us in a position like that. But you know, as I said this 
morning, we've done a great job with ISIS. We have just absolutely decimated ISIS. But now 
we have to make some further decisions, so they'll be made fairly soon. 

Thank you all very much. Thank you very much. 
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