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50 CFR Part 646

[Docket No. 950110009–5009–01; I.D.
041095B]

RIN 0648–AH45

Snapper-Grouper Fishery Off the
Southern Atlantic States; Landing Gag

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Emergency interim rule;
extension of effectiveness.

SUMMARY: An emergency interim rule is
in effect through April 18, 1995, that
requires selected vessels in the
commercial snapper-grouper fishery to
land gag in a whole condition. NMFS
extends the emergency interim rule
because conditions justifying the
emergency action remain unchanged.
The intended effect of this rule is to
facilitate the collection of biological
data necessary for the management of
gag.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The amendments to part
646 published on January 18, 1995, at
60 FR 3562 are extended from April 19,
1995, through July 17, 1995, unless
terminated earlier by notification in the
Federal Register.
ADDRESSES: Copies of documents
supporting this action, including an
environmental assessment, may be
obtained from Peter J. Eldridge,
Southeast Regional Office, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33702.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter J. Eldridge, 813–570–5305.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Snapper-
grouper species off the southern
Atlantic states are managed under the
Fishery Management Plan for the
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South
Atlantic (FMP). The FMP was prepared
by the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) and is
implemented through regulations at 50
CFR part 646 under the authority of the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson Act).

Under section 305(c) of the Magnuson
Act, NMFS published an emergency
interim rule (60 FR 3562, January 18,
1995) that requires selected vessels in
the commercial snapper-grouper fishery
to land gag in a whole condition so that
their reproductive organs may be
collected by NMFS port agents for
analysis. Such analysis is vital to
determinations of the reproductive
capacity of the resource. Because an
insufficient number of reproductive
organs have been collected, the Council

requested extension of the emergency
interim rule through as late as July 17,
1995, with earlier termination if
sufficient samples for analysis are
collected. NMFS concurs with the
Council’s request. In accordance with
sections 305(c)(3)(B) and (C) of the
Magnuson Act, NMFS extends the
emergency interim rule through July 17,
1995, unless terminated earlier by
notification in the Federal Register.

Details concerning the basis for this
action and the classification of the
rulemaking are contained in the initial
emergency interim rule and are not
repeated here.

Dated: April 13, 1995.
Gary Matlock,
Program Management Officer, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 95–9543 Filed 4–13–95; 4:52 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

50 CFR Part 651

[Docket No. 950410096–5096–01; I.D.
032295C]

RIN 0648–AH66

Northeast Multispecies Fishery;
Framework 9

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this final rule to
implement Framework Adjustment 9 to
the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP). This rule
implements on a permanent basis
several measures originally imposed by
a temporary emergency rule, with some
modifications and additions: A year-
round closure of redefined Closed Area
I, the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area,
and Closed Area II; a small mesh
prohibition (with exception criteria) and
a prohibition on possession of regulated
species while fishing with small mesh;
mesh restrictions in the Gulf of Maine
juvenile protection areas; an increase in
the minimum mesh size in southern
New England; a prohibition on scallop
dredge vessels from retaining regulated
species when they are not fishing under
the scallop days-at-sea (DAS) program,
and a requirement that the small mesh
bycatch provisions apply; and a winter
flounder fishing exemption for vessels
fishing with small mesh when in state
waters, under certain conditions. The
intended effect of this rule is to provide
some continuing protective measures on
groundfish stocks, especially haddock,
cod, and yellowtail flounder, while a

more comprehensive plan amendment
is developed. Exemptions contained in
this action are designed to minimize
economic impacts on fishermen without
compromising the effects of protective
measures on groundfish.
EFFECTIVE DATES: April 13, 1995, except
§ 651.20(i), which is effective May 18,
1995, §§ 651.20(a)(6)(iii)(B), 651.20(j)(1),
and 651.21(c)(2)(iv)(A) which require
approval by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act. When OMB approval is
received, the effective dates of those
paragraphs will be announced in the
Federal Register.
ADDRESSES: Copies of Amendment 5 to
the FMP, its regulatory impact review
(RIR) and the initial regulatory
flexibility analysis contained within the
RIR, its final supplemental
environmental impact statement, and
Framework Adjustment 9 (including the
Environmental Assessment (EA)
supporting the December 12, 1994
emergency action) are available upon
request from Douglas G. Marshall,
Executive Director, New England
Fishery Management Council, 5
Broadway, Saugus, MA 01906–1097.
Comments regarding burden-hour
estimates for collection-of-information
requirements contained in this final rule
should be sent to Richard Roberts,
NOAA Information Resources
Management Staff, OA1X1, Room 724,
6010 Executive Boulevard, Rockville,
MD 20852, and to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs
(Attention: NOAA Desk Officer), Office
of Management and Budget,
Washington, DC 20503.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan A. Murphy, Fishery Policy
Analyst, 508–281–9252.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Based on
new scientific information, the
Northeast Regional Stock Assessment
Workshop issued a ‘‘Special Advisory:
Groundfish Status on Georges Bank,’’
and delivered this advisory, along with
its 18th Stock Assessment report, to the
New England Fishery Management
Council (Council) at its August 9–10,
1994, meeting. Because of the collapsed
condition of yellowtail flounder and
haddock stocks and the strong
possibility of collapse of the cod stock,
the advisory expressed a need to
immediately begin addressing this
crisis, stating that management
measures contained in Amendment 5
are not nearly sufficient to rebuild these
stocks.

Council’s response to this
unprecedented advisory was to begin
immediately to develop Amendment 7,
with the objective of reducing fishing
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