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SUMMARY: Pursuant to the provisions of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App. 2), notice is hereby given
that the Naval Research Advisory
Committee Panel on Ship-to-Warfighter
Logistics for Small Unit Operations will
meet on May 22–23, 1997. The meeting
will be held at the Office of Naval
Research, 800 North Quincy Street,
Arlington, VA. The meeting will
commence at 8:30 a.m. and terminate at
4:30 p.m. on May 22 and May 23, 1997.
All sessions of the meeting will be open
to the public.

The purpose of the meeting is to
identify future science and technology
opportunities, and assess technologies
associated with Department of the Navy
logistics initiatives in order to resupply
forward-deployed Small Unit
Operations with food, ammunition,
water fuel, batteries, medical supplies,
etc., with minimum footprint and
exposure time, and maintain
communications for a period of several
days to several weeks.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING
THIS MEETING CONTACT: Ms. Diane
Mason-Muir, Office of Naval Research,
Naval Research Advisory Committee,
800 North Quincy Street, Arlington, VA
22217–5660, telephone number: (703)
696–6769.

Dated: May 5, 1997.
D.E. Koenig, Jr.,
LCDR, JAGC, USN, Federal Register Liaison
Officer.
[FR Doc. 97–12560 Filed 5–13–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810–FF–P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Navy

Notice of Intent To Grant Exclusive
Patent License; SDL, Inc.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Navy
hereby gives notice of its intent to grant
to SDL, Inc., a revocable, nonassignable,
exclusive license in the United States to
practice the Government owned
inventions described in U.S. Patent No.
4,763,272 entitled ‘‘Automated and
Computer Controlled Precision Method
of Fused Elongated Optical Fiber
Coupler Fabrication,’’ issued August 9,
1988, U.S. Patent No. 5,121,453 entitled
‘‘Polarization Independent Narrow
Channel Wavelength Division
Multiplexing Fiber Coupler and Method
for Producing Same,’’ issued June 9,
1992, and U.S. Patent Application Serial
No. 08/538,432 entitled ‘‘Method for
Tuning Fiber Optic Couplers and
Multiplexers’’ filed August 9, 1995.

Anyone wishing to object to the grant
of this license has 60 days from the date

of this notice to file written objections
along with supporting evidence, if any.
Written objections are to be filed with
the Office of Naval Research, ONR
OOCC, Ballston Tower One, 800 North
Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia
22217–5660.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
R.J. Erickson, Staff Patent Attorney,
Office of Naval Research, ONR OOCC,
Ballston Tower One, 800 North Quincy
Street, Arlington, Virginia 22217–5660,
telephone number (703) 696–4001.

Dated: May 5, 1997.
D.E. Koenig, Jr.,
LCDR, JAGC, USN, Federal Register Liaison
Officer.
[FR Doc. 97–12559 Filed 5–13–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810–FF–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

[CFDA No.: 84.282A]

Public Charter Schools Program;
Notice Inviting Applications for New
and Supplemental Awards for Fiscal
Year (FY) 1997

Purpose of Program
A major purpose of the Public Charter

Schools grant program is to increase
understanding of the charter schools
model by providing financial assistance
for the design and initial
implementation of charter schools.

Who May Apply
(a) State educational agencies (SEAs)

in States with laws authorizing the
establishment of charter schools. The
Secretary awards grants to SEAs to
enable them to conduct charter schools
programs in their States. SEAs use their
Public Charter Schools funds to award
subgrants to ‘‘eligible applicants,’’ as
defined in this notice, for planning,
program design, and initial
implementation of charter schools.

(b) Under certain circumstances, an
authorized public chartering agency
participating in a partnership with a
charter school developer. Such a
partnership is eligible to receive funding
directly from the U.S. Department of
Education if—

(1) The SEA in its State elects not to
participate in this competition; or

(2) The SEA in its State does not have
an application approved under this
program.

If an SEA’s application is approved in
this competition, applications received
from non-SEA eligible applicants in that
State will be returned to the applicants.
In such a case, the eligible applicant
should contact the SEA for information
related to its subgrant competition.

Current Grantees

In FY 1997, the Department received
a substantial increase in its
appropriation for this program. As a
result, the average size of awards for this
competition is expected to be larger
than it has been in previous years, and
all ‘‘high quality’’ eligible applications
are expected to receive some funding. In
an effort to bring current grantees up to
a comparable level of funding, the
Department is also inviting current
grantees to apply for supplements to
their existing grants by requesting
supplemental funds on a
noncompetitive basis or by submitting
amendments to their approved
applications under this competition. A
grantee may request either a
noncompetitive supplement to its
current grant or an amendment to its
approved application, or both,
depending on the needs of the grantee.
The following information and
examples are provided to help grantees
determine an appropriate course of
action.

(a) Requests for Supplemental Funds:
A current grantee may propose changes
to the scope of its charter schools grant
by submitting a written request for a
supplement to its existing grant. Such
request may be submitted to the
Department at any time, and will be
reviewed by Department staff on a
noncompetitive basis. To be assured of
consideration, requests for
supplemental funds should be
submitted to the Department by August
15, 1997. The Department may not have
sufficient time in FY 1997 to review and
fund requests for supplements
submitted after that date.

(b) Amended Applications: If a
current grantee is seeking additional
funding for the purpose of
implementing major changes in its
charter schools grant that are likely to
result in a change in the objectives of
the grantee’s approved application, the
grantee should submit an amendment to
its approved application under this
competition. Such amendment should
provide a detailed description of the
changes the grantee proposes to
implement in its charter schools grant
that justify the increase being requested.
Upon evaluating all proposed amended
and new applications, a panel of peer
reviewers will make recommendations
to the Department regarding the
applications that should be funded. If an
amended application submitted by a
current grantee is not approved for
funding, the existing grant will continue
as originally approved.

(c) Examples: (i) The approved
application of a current SEA grantee
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provides for the establishment of twenty
(20) charter schools. A subgrant
competition is held, and the SEA
receives thirty (30) high quality
applications that are eligible for
funding. The SEA would like to fund all
thirty (30) subgrant applications without
changing the objectives of the approved
application. The SEA may submit a
request to the Department for a
supplement to its grant to fund the
additional ten (10) charter schools. This
request would be reviewed on a
noncompetitive basis.

(ii) In its original application, a
current grantee requested $200,000 to
establish ten (10) charter schools. The
Department approved the application
but, due to limited funds, awarded a
grant in the amount of $150,000. The
grantee has implemented its program
and has determined that it cannot
operate efficiently at the $150,000
funding level. Because the proposed
change in the grantee’s charter schools
program is not likely to result in a
change in the objectives of the approved
application, the grantee may request a
supplement to its grant in the amount of
$50,000 (i.e., up to the amount
requested in its original application).
This request would be reviewed on a
noncompetitive basis.

(iii) In its approved application, a
current SEA grantee proposed to
provide subgrant funding to ten (10)
individual charter schools in the State.
The SEA now wants to provide subgrant
funding to several consortia of two (2)
or three (3) charter schools. Because the
SEA’s proposed change in its charter
schools program is likely to result in a
change in the objectives of the approved
application, the SEA should submit an
amended application to the Department
as part of this competition.

Note: The following States currently have
approved applications under this program:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia,
Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Puerto Rico,
Texas, and Wisconsin. In these States, only
the SEA is eligible to receive an award under
this competition. Eligible applicants in these
States should contact their respective SEAs
for information about participation in the
State’s charter schools subgrant program.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: June 30, 1997.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: August 29, 1997.

Applications Available: May 16, 1997.
Available Funds: $25,000,000.
Estimated Range of Awards:

State educational agencies:
$250,000–$4,000,000 per year.

Other eligible applicants: $25,000–
$250,000 per year.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
State educational agencies:

$1,750,000 per year.
Other eligible applicants: $100,000

per year.
Estimated Number of Awards:

State educational agencies: 10–15.
Other eligible applicants: 3–5.

NOTE: These estimates are projections for
the guidance of potential applicants. The
Department is not bound by any estimates in
this notice.

Project Period
State educational agencies: Up to 36

months. Other eligible applicants:
Grants awarded by the Secretary
directly to non-SEA eligible applicants
or subgrants awarded by SEAs to
eligible applicants will be awarded for
a period of up to 36 months, of which
the eligible applicant may use—

(a) Not more than 18 months for
planning and program design; and

(b) Not more than two years for the
initial implementation of a charter
school.

Applicable Regulations and Statute
The Education Department General

Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR Parts 75 (except 75.210), 77, 79,
80, 81, 82, 85, and 86. Title X, Part C,
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965, as amended, 20 U.S.C.
§§ 8061–8067.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As part of
wider education reform efforts to
strengthen teaching and learning,
charter schools can be an innovative
approach to improving public education
and expanding public school choice.
While there is no one model, public
charter schools are exempted from most
statutory and regulatory requirements in
exchange for better student academic
achievement. They replace rules-based
governance with performance-based
accountability, thereby stimulating the
creativity and commitment of teachers,
parents, students, and citizens.

Information regarding the required
contents of applications, diversity of
projects, and waivers are provided in
the application package for this
program.

The following definitions, selection
criteria, and allowable activities are
taken from the public charter schools
statute, in Title X, Part C, of the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965, as amended. They are being
repeated in this application notice for
the convenience of the applicant.

Definitions
The following definitions apply to

this program:
(a) Charter school means a public

school that—

(1) In accordance with an enabling
State statute, is exempted from
significant State or local rules that
inhibit the flexible operation and
management of public schools, but not
from any rules relating to the other
requirements of this definition;

(2) Is created by a developer as a
public school, or is adapted by a
developer from an existing public
school, and is operated under public
supervision and direction;

(3) Operates in pursuit of a specific
set of educational objectives determined
by the school’s developer and agreed to
by the authorized public chartering
agency;

(4) Provides a program of elementary
or secondary education, or both;

(5) Is nonsectarian in its programs,
admissions policies, employment
practices, and all other operations, and
is not affiliated with a sectarian school
or religious institution;

(6) Does not charge tuition;
(7) Complies with the Age

Discrimination Act of 1975, title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972,
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and part B of the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act;

(8) Admits students on the basis of a
lottery, if more students apply for
admission than can be accommodated;

(9) Agrees to comply with the same
Federal and State audit requirements as
do other elementary and secondary
schools in the State, unless the
requirements are specifically waived for
the purposes of this program;

(10) Meets all applicable Federal,
State, and local health and safety
requirements; and

(11) Operates in accordance with
State law.

(b) Developer means an individual or
group of individuals (including a public
or private nonprofit organization),
which may include teachers,
administrators and other school staff,
parents, or other members of the local
community in which a charter school
project will be carried out.

(c) Eligible applicant means an
authorized public chartering agency
participating in a partnership with a
developer to establish a charter school
in accordance with this program.

(d) Authorized public chartering
agency means a State educational
agency, local educational agency, or
other public entity that has the authority
under State law and is approved by the
Secretary to authorize or approve a
charter school.
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Selection Criteria for SEAs
The maximum possible score for all of

the criteria in this section is 100 points.
The maximum possible score for each
criterion is indicated in parentheses
following each criterion. In evaluating
an application from an SEA, the
Secretary considers the following
criteria:

(a) The contribution that the charter
schools grant program will make in
assisting educationally disadvantaged
and other students to achieve State
content standards, State student
performance standards, and, in general,
a State’s education improvement plan
(20 points).

(b) The degree of flexibility afforded
by the SEA to charter schools under the
State’s charter schools law (20 points).

(c) The ambitiousness of the
objectives for the State charter schools
grant program (20 points).

(d) The quality of the strategy for
assessing achievement of those
objectives (20 points).

(e) The likelihood that the charter
schools grant program will meet those
objectives and improve educational
results for students (20 points).

Selection Criteria for Non-SEA Eligible
Applicants

The maximum possible score for all of
the criteria in this section is 120 points.
The maximum possible score for each
criterion is indicated in parentheses
following each criterion. In evaluating
an application from an eligible
applicant other than an SEA the
Secretary considers the following
criteria:

(a) The quality of the proposed
curriculum and instructional practices
(20 points).

(b) The degree of flexibility afforded
by the SEA and, if applicable, the local
educational agency to the charter school
(20 points).

(c) The extent of community support
for the application (20 points).

(d) The ambitiousness of the
objectives for the charter school (20
points).

(e) The quality of the strategy for
assessing achievement of those
objectives (20 points).

(f) The likelihood that the charter
school will meet those objectives and
improve educational results for students
(20 points).

Allowable Activities
An eligible applicant receiving a grant

or subgrant under this program may use
the grant or subgrant funds for only—

(a) Post-award planning and design of
the educational program, which may
include—

(1) Refinement of the desired
educational results and of the methods
for measuring progress toward achieving
those results; and

(2) Professional development of
teachers and other staff who will work
in the charter school; and

(b) Initial implementation of the
charter school, which may include—

(1) Informing the community about
the school;

(2) Acquiring necessary equipment
and educational materials and supplies;

(3) Acquiring or developing
curriculum materials; and

(4) Other initial operating costs that
cannot be met from State or local
sources.
FOR APPLICATIONS OR INFORMATION
CONTACT: John Fiegel, U.S. Department
of Education, 600 Independence
Avenue, SW., Room 4512, Portals
Building, Washington, DC 20202–6140.
Telephone (202) 260–2671. Internet
address: JohnlFiegel@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern time,
Monday through Friday.

Information about the Department’s
funding opportunities, including copies
of application notices for discretionary
grant competitions, can be viewed on
the Department’s electronic bulletin
board (ED Board), telephone (202) 260–
9950; on the Internet Gopher Server (at
gopher://gcs.ed.gov); or on the World
Wide Web (at http://gcs.ed.gov).
However, the official application notice
for a discretionary grant competition is
the notice published in the Federal
Register.

Authority: 20 U.S.C. 8061–8067.
Dated: May 9, 1997.

Gerald N. Tirozzi,
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education.
[FR Doc. 97–12618 Filed 5–13–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Center on Education
Statistics (NCES); Meeting

AGENCY: Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice of partially closed
meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda of a
forthcoming meeting of the Advisory
Council on Education Statistics (ACES).
Notice of this meeting is required under
Section 10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act. This document is

intended to notify the general public of
their opportunity to attend.
DATES: May 15–16, 1997.
TIMES: May 15, 1997—Full Council, 9:00
a.m.–10:15 a.m., (open); Management
Committee, 10:15 a.m.–5:00 p.m.,
(open); Statistics Committee, 10:15
a.m.–5:00 p.m., (closed from 1:15 p.m.–
5:00 p.m.); Strategy/Policy Committee,
10:15 a.m.–5:00 p.m., (closed from 10:15
a.m.–11:15 a.m.). May 16, 1997—Full
Council, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (open);
Statistics Committee, Strategy/Policy
Committee, and Management
Committee, 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
(open).
LOCATION: The Washington Plaza Hotel,
10 Thomas Circle, NW., Washington DC
20005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Barbara Marenus, National Center for
Education Statistics, 555 New Jersey
Ave., NW., Room 400j, Washington, DC
20208–5530.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Council on Education
Statistics (ACES) is established under
Section 406(c)(1) of the Education
Amendments of 1974, Pub. L. 93–380.
The Council is established to review
general policies for the operation of the
National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) in the Office of Educational
Research and Improvement and is
responsible for advising on standards to
insure that statistics and analyses
disseminated by NCES are of high
quality and are not subject to political
influence. In addition, ACES is required
to advise the Commissioner of NCES
and the National Assessment Governing
Board on technical and statistical
matters related to the National
Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP). The meeting of the Council is
open to the public.

The proposed agenda includes the
following:

• A status report from the NCES
Commissioner on major Center
initiatives;

• New member swearing-in;
• The presentation of Committee

reports;
• A discussion on the development of

an NCES periodical; and
• A discussion of a synthesis of

‘‘customer’’ evaluations on NCES
activities.

Individual meetings of the three ACES
committees will focus on specific
topics:

• The agenda for the Management
Committee includes a discussion of the
results from the 1996 Customer Service
Survey, review of NCES’ performance
indicators, and plans for future targeted
customer surveys.
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