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telephone 301–975–2107; FAX—301–
948–1224; or via e-mail at
peggy.webb@nist.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. VCAT Information

The VCAT was established in
accordance with 15 U.S.C. 278 and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. app. 2).

Objectives and Duties

1. The Committee shall review and
make recommendations regarding
general policy for NIST, its organization,
its budget, and its programs, within the
framework of applicable national
policies as set forth by the President and
the Congress.

2. The Committee functions solely as
an advisory body, in accordance with
the provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act.

4. The Committee shall provide a
written annual report, through the
Director of NIST, to the Secretary of
Commerce for submission to the
Congress on or before January 31 each
year. Such report shall deal essentially,
though not necessarily exclusively, with
policy issues or matters which affect
NIST, or with which the Committee in
its official role as the private sector
policy adviser of NIST is concerned.
Each such report shall identify areas of
research and research techniques of
NIST of potential importance to the
long-term competitiveness of United
States industry, which could be used to
assist United States enterprises and
United States industrial joint research
and development ventures. The
Committee shall submit to the Secretary
and the Congress such additional
reports on specific policy matters as it
deems appropriate.

Membership

1. The Committee is composed of
fifteen members that provide
representation of a cross-section of
traditional and emerging United States
industries. Members shall be selected
solely on the basis of established
records of distinguished service, and
shall be eminent in one or more fields
such as business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,
environment, and international
relations. No employee of the Federal
Government shall serve as a member of
the Committee.

2. The Director of NIST shall appoint
the members of the Committee, and they
will be selected on a clear, standardized
basis, In accordance with applicable
Department of Commerce guidance.

Miscellaneous
1. Members of the VCAT are not paid

for their service, but will, upon request,
be allowed travel expenses in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.,
while attending meetings of the
Committee or of its subcommittees, or
while otherwise performing duties at
the request of the chairperson, while
away from their homes or a regular
place of business.

2. Meetings of the VCAT take place in
the Washington, DC metropolitan area,
usually at the NIST headquarters in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, and once each
year at the NIST headquarters in
Boulder, Colorado. Meetings are one or
two days in duration and are held
quarterly.

3. Committee meetings are open to the
public except for approximately one
hour, usually at the beginning of the
meeting, a closed session is held in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6),
because divulging information
discussed in those portions of the
meetings is likely to reveal information
of a personal nature where disclosure
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy. All other
portions of the meetings are open to the
public.

II. Nomination Information
1. Nominations are sought from all

fields described above.
2. Nominees should have established

records of distinguished service and
shall be eminent in fields such as
business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,
environment and international relations.
The category (field of eminence) for
which the candidate is qualified should
be specified in the nomination letter.
Nominations for a particular category
should come from organizations or
individuals within that category. A
summary of the candidate’s
qualifications should be included with
the nomination, including (where
applicable) current or former service on
federal advisory boards and federal
employment. In addition, each
nomination letter should state that the
person agrees to the nomination,
acknowledge the responsibilities of
serving on the VCAT, and will actively
participate in good faith in the tasks of
the VCAT. Besides participation at
meetings, it is desired that members be
able to devote the equivalent of two
days between meetings to either
developing or researching topics of
potential interest, and so forth in
furtherance of their Committee duties.

3. The Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the

workplace and seeks a broad-based and
diverse VCAT membership.

Dated: August 6, 1998.
Robert E. Hebner,
Acting Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 98–21465 Filed 8–14–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Government Owned Inventions
Available for Licensing

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of Government Owned
Inventions Available for Licensing.

SUMMARY: The inventions listed below
are owned in whole or in part by the
United States Government, as
represented by the Department of
Commerce. The Department of
Commerce’s ownership interest in the
inventions is available for licensing in
accordance with Title 35 of the United
States Code, Section 207 and Title 37 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, part
404 to achieve expeditious
commercialization of results of
Federally funded research and
development.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Technical and licensing information on
the inventions may be obtained by
writing to: National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Industrial
Partnerships Program, Building 820,
Room 213, Gaithersburg, MD 20899; Fax
301–869–2751. Any request for
information should include the NIST
Docket Number and the title for the
relevant invention as indicated below.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NIST may
enter into a Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement (‘‘CRADA’’)
with the licensee to perform further
research on the inventions for purposes
of commercialization. The inventions
available for licensing are:

NIST Docket Number: 93–059US.
Title: Adjustable Rigid Strut Joint For

Precision Structures.
Abstract: An adjustable rigid strut

joint for precision structures solves the
generic problem of positioning one
extended structure relative to another
with accuracy, stability and economy. A
highly rigid structure is provided using
six struts connected at three upper and
three lower nodes to upper and lower
support structures. The joint assemblies
are formed by half-spherical balls
attached to the ends of each of the
struts, and retained within cylindrical
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apertures, such that the center lines of
the struts intersect at the nodes.
Bending loads on the struts are thus
eliminated, while the design and
construction of the structure is
substantially simplified. This design is
easily scalable for small or large
structures and can be used for systems
that support optical components, which
may include a variety of devices
including lasers, optical microscopes or
microlithography machines.

NIST Docket Number: 97–027/98–
002US.

Title: Method of Forming Metallic and
Ceramic Thin Film Structures Using
Metal Halides and Alkali Metals.

Abstract: A new low temperature
method for nanostructured metal and
ceramic thin film growth by chemical
vapor deposition (CVD) involves the use
of a low pressure co-flow diffusion
flame reactor to react alkali metal vapor
and metal halide vapor to deposit metal,
alloy and ceramic films.

Dated: August 10, 1998.
Robert E. Hebner,
Acting Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 98–22019 Filed 8–14–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Evaluation of State Coastal
Management Programs and National
Estuarine Research Reserves

AGENCY: Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, National Ocean
Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
DOC.
ACTION: Notice of Availability of
Evaluation Final Findings.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
availability of the final evaluation
findings for Connecticut, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Hawaii, Maryland, Michigan,
New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico,
South Carolina, and Virgin Islands
Coastal Management Programs, and the
Chesapeake Bay (Maryland), Great Bay
(New Hampshire), and Jobos Bay
(Puerto Rico) National Estuarine
Research Reserves (NERRs). Sections
312 and 315 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (CZMA), as
amended, require a continuing review of
the performance of coastal states with
respect to approved coastal management
programs and the operation and
management of NERRs.

The States of Connecticut, Hawaii,
Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, Virgin Islands,
and the Territories of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands and Puerto Rico were found to
be implementing and enforcing their
Federally approved coastal management
programs, addressing the national
coastal management objective identified
in CZMA Section 303(2) (A)–(K), and
adhering to the programmatic terms of
their financial assistance awards.

Chesapeake Bay, Jobos Bay, and Great
Bay NERRs were found to be adhering
to programmatic requirements of the
NERR System. Copies of these final
evaluation findings may be obtained
upon written request from: Vickie Allin,
Chief, Policy Coordination Division,
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management, NOS/NOAA, 1305 East-
West Highway, 10th Floor, Silver
Spring, Maryland 20910 (310) 713–
3087x126.
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 11.419
Coastal Zone Management Program
Administration)
Capt. Evelyn J. Fields,
Deputy Assistant Administrator.
[FR Doc. 98–22015 Filed 8–14–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 073198B]

Marine Mammals; File No. 684–1458

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr.
Donald B. Siniff, Professor, Department
of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior,
University of Minnesota, College of
Biological Sciences, 100 Ecology
Building, 1987 Upper Buford Circle, St.
Paul, MN 55108, has been issued a
permit to take Weddell seals
(Leptonychotes weddellii), crabeater
seals (Lobodon carcinophagus), leopard
seals (Hydrurga leptonyx), Ross seals
(Ommatophoca rossii), southern
elephant seals (Mirounga leonina) and
Antarctic fur seals (Arctocephalus
gazella) for purposes of scientific
research.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301/713–
2289); and

Regional Administrator, Southwest
Region, National Marine Fisheries
Service, NOAA, 501 West Ocean Blvd.,
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802–4213
(562/980–4001).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Shapiro or Ruth Johnson, 301/713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
24, 1998, notice was published in the
Federal Register (63 FR 34366) that a
request for a scientific research permit
to take Weddell seals (Leptonychotes
weddellii), crabeater seals (Lobodon
carcinophagus), leopard seals (Hydrurga
leptonyx), Ross seals (Ommatophoca
rossii), southern elephant seals
(Mirounga leonina) and Antarctic fur
seals (Arctocephalus gazella) had been
submitted by the above-named
individual. The requested permit has
been issued under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
part 216), and the Fur Seal Act of 1966,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.).

Dated: August 10, 1998.
Ann D. Terbush,
Chief, Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 98–22025 Filed 8–14–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 080498E]

Marine Mammals; File No. P597

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Permit No. 993, issued to Mr. Michael
Kundu, Arcturus Adventure
Communications International, 5516
64th Place, NE, Marysville, WA 98270,
was amended.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13130
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