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FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT
INVESTMENT BOARD

5 CFR Part 1655

Thrift Savings Plan Loans

AGENCY: Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Executive Director of the
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment
Board (Board) is adopting as final an
amendment to the Board’s Thrift
Savings Plan (TSP) loan regulations
without change. The amendment affects
participants who are alleged to have
submitted false information in support
of their request for a TSP loan.
DATES: This final rule is effective August
26, 1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Elizabeth S. Woodruff, Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board,
1250 H Street, NW, Washington, DC
20005; (202) 942–1661.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Board
administers the Thrift Savings Plan
(TSP), a defined contribution plan for
Federal employees established by the
Federal Employees’ Retirement System
Act of 1986, Pub. L. 99–335, 100 Stat
514, codified, as amended, largely at 5
U.S.C. 8401–8479.

On April 14, 1997, the Board
published a final rule governing TSP
loans in the Federal Register (62 FR
18019). On June 1, 1998, the Board
published a proposed rule with request
for comments in the Federal Register
(63 FR 29674) which amended the final
loan regulations by adding paragraph (f)
to § 1655.18. The amendment provides
that, if the Board receives a written
allegation from the spouse stating that a
participant misrepresented his/her
marital status or the address of the
spouse of a CSRS participant, or that the
participant submitted a Loan
Agreement/Promissory Note with a

forged signature of the spouse of a FERS
participant, the Board will give the
participant an opportunity to repay the
loan within a 60-day period. If the
participant does not repay the loan in
full within the 60 days provided, the
Board will conduct an investigation into
the allegation. Where the Board finds
evidence to suggest that the participant
submitted false information, it will refer
the case to the Department of Justice for
criminal prosecution and, where the
participant is still employed, to the
Inspector General or other appropriate
authority in the participant’s employing
agency for administrative action.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

I certify that this amendment will not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities. It
will only affect TSP participants.

Paperwork Reduction Act

I certify that these regulations do not
require additional reporting under the
criteria of the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1980.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of
1995

Pursuant to the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act of 1995, section 201, Pub.L.
104–4, 109 Stat. 48, 64, the effect of
these regulations on State, local, and
tribal governments and on the private
sector has been assessed. This
regulation will not compel the
expenditure in any one year of $100
million or more by any State, local, and
tribal governments in the aggregate, or
by the private sector. Therefore, a
statement under section 202, 109 Stat.
48, 64–65, is not required.

Submission to Congress and the
General Accounting Office

Under 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A), the Board
submitted a report containing this rule
and other required information to the
U.S. Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to
publication of this rule in today’s
Federal Register. This rule is not a
major rule as defined at 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects in 5 CFR Part 1655

Credit, Government employees,
Pensions, Retirement.

Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board.
Roger W. Mehle,
Executive Director.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, part 1655 of chapter VI of title
5 of the Code of Federal Regulations is
amended as follows:

PART 1655—LOAN PROGRAMS

1. The authority citation for part 1655
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 8433(g) and 8474.

2. Section 1655.18 is amended by
adding paragraph (f) to read as follows:

§ 1655.18 Spousal rights.

* * * * *
(f)(1) By signing the Loan Application

and the Loan Agreement/Promissory
Note, the participant represents that all
information provided to the TSP during
the loan process is true and correct,
including statements concerning the
participant’s marital status and spouse’s
address at the time the application is
filed and documentation that the
current spouse has consented to the
loan.

(2) If the Board receives a written
allegation from the spouse that the
participant may have misrepresented
his/her marital status or the spouse’s
address (in the case of a CSRS
participant), or that the signature of the
spouse of a FERS participant was
forged, the Board will submit the
questioned document to the spouse and
request that he or she state in writing
that the information is false or that the
spouse’s signature has been forged. In
the event of an alleged forgery, the
Board will also request the spouse to
provide at least three signature samples.

(3) If the spouse affirms the allegation
in accordance with the procedure set
forth in paragraph (f)(2) of this section
and the loan has been disbursed, the
Board will give the participant an
opportunity to repay, within 60 days,
the unpaid loan principal, plus unpaid
interest. If the loan is repaid, the Board
will not investigate the spouse’s
allegation.

(4) Paragraph (f)(3) of this section will
not apply where the participant has
received a final divorce decree before
the funds are received by the Thrift
Savings Plan.

(5) If the unpaid loan principal, plus
unpaid interest, is not repaid to the Plan
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in full within the time period provided
in paragraph (f)(3) of this section, the
Board will conduct an investigation into
the allegation. If the participant has
received a final divorce decree before
the funds are received by the Thrift
Savings Plan, the Board will begin its
investigation immediately.

(6) If, during its investigation, the
Board finds evidence to suggest that the
participant misrepresented his/her
marital status or spouse’s address (in the
case of a CSRS participant), or
submitted the Loan Agreement/
Promissory Note with a forged
signature, the Board will refer the case
to the Department of Justice for criminal
prosecution and, if the participant is
still employed, to the Inspector General
or other appropriate authority in the
participant’s employing agency for
administrative action.

(7) Upon receipt of an allegation
described in paragraph (f)(2) of this
section, the participant’s account will be
frozen and no withdrawal or loan will
be permitted until after:

(i) 30 days have elapsed since the
participant’s spouse was sent a copy of
the questioned document and no
written affirmation of the alleged false
information or forgery (together with
signature samples in the case of an
alleged forgery) has been received by the
Board;

(ii) The loan is repaid pursuant to
paragraph (f)(3) of this section;

(iii) The Executive Director concludes
that the Board’s investigation did not
yield persuasive evidence that supports
the spouse’s allegation;

(iv) The Executive Director has been
assured in writing by the spouse that
any future request for a loan or
withdrawal comports with the
applicable requirement of notice or
consent; or

(v) The participant is divorced.

[FR Doc. 98–22806 Filed 8–25–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6760–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

7 CFR Part 301

[Docket No. 97–056–16]

Mediterranean Fruit Fly; Removal of
Quarantined Area

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Interim rule and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: We are amending the
Mediterranean fruit fly regulations by
removing the quarantined area in Dade
County, FL, from the list of quarantined
areas. The quarantine was necessary to
prevent the spread of Medfly to
noninfested areas of the United States.
We have determined that the
Mediterranean fruit fly has been
eradicated from this area and that
restrictions on the intrastate and
interstate movement of regulated
articles from this area are no longer
necessary. This action relieves
unnecessary restrictions on the
intrastate and interstate movement of
regulated articles from this area.
DATES: Interim rule effective August 24,
1998. Consideration will be given only
to comments received on or before
October 26, 1998.
ADDRESSES: Please send an original and
three copies of your comments to
Docket No. 97–056–16, Regulatory
Analysis and Development, PPD,
APHIS, Suite 3C03, 4700 River Road
Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737–1238.
Please state that your comments refer to
Docket No. 97–056–16. Comments
received may be inspected at USDA,
room 1141, South Building, 14th Street
and Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC, between 8 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
except holidays. Persons wishing to
inspect comments are requested to call
ahead on (202) 690–2817 to facilitate
entry into the comment reading room.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Michael B. Stefan, Operations Officer,
Domestic and Emergency Programs,
PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 134,
Riverdale, MD 20737–1236, (301) 734–
8247; or e-mail:
mstefan@aphis.usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
The Mediterranean fruit fly, Ceratitis

capitata (Wiedemann), is one of the
world’s most destructive pests of
numerous fruits and vegetables. The
Mediterranean fruit fly (Medfly) can
cause serious economic losses. Heavy
infestations can cause complete loss of
crops, and losses of 25 to 50 percent are
not uncommon. The short life cycle of
this pest permits the rapid development
of serious outbreaks.

The Mediterranean fruit fly
regulations (contained in 7 CFR 301.78
through 301.78–10 and referred to
below as the regulations) restrict the
movement of regulated articles from
quarantined areas to prevent the spread
of Medfly to noninfested areas of the
United States. Since an initial finding of
Medfly infestation in a portion of Dade

County, FL, in April 1998, the
quarantined areas in Florida have
included portions of Dade, Highlands,
Lake, Manatee, and Marion Counties.

In an interim rule effective on April
17, 1998, and published in the Federal
Register on April 23, 1998 (63 FR
20053–20054, Docket No. 98–046–1), we
added a portion of Dade County, FL, to
the list of quarantined areas and
restricted the intrastate and interstate
movement of regulated articles from the
quarantined area. In a second interim
rule effective on May 5, 1998, and
published in the Federal Register on
May 11, 1998 (63 FR 25748–25750,
Docket No. 97–056–11), we expanded
the quarantined area in Dade County,
FL. In a third interim rule effective May
13, 1998, and published in the Federal
Register on May 19, 1998 (63 FR 27439–
27440, Docket No. 97–056–12), we
added a portion of Lake and Marion
Counties, FL, to the list of quarantined
areas and restricted the intrastate and
interstate movement of regulated
articles from the quarantined area. In a
fourth interim rule effective on June 5,
1998, and published in the Federal
Register on June 11, 1998 (63 FR 31887–
31888, Docket No. 97–056–13), we
added a portion of Manatee County, FL,
to the list of quarantined areas and
restricted the intrastate and interstate
movement of regulated articles from the
quarantined area. In a fifth interim rule
effective August 7, 1998, and published
in the Federal Register on August 13,
1998 (63 FR 43287–43289, Docket No.
97–056–15), we added a portion of
Highlands County, FL, to the list of
quarantined areas and restricted the
intrastate and interstate movement of
regulated articles from the quarantined
area.

We have determined, based on
trapping surveys conducted by the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) and Florida State and
county agency inspectors, that the
Medfly has been eradicated from the
quarantined area in a portion of Dade
County, FL. The last finding of Medfly
thought to be associated with the
infestation in that portion of Dade
County, FL, was April 2, 1998. Since
that time, no evidence of infestation has
been found in this area. We are,
therefore, removing that portion of Dade
County, FL, from the list of areas in
§ 301.78–3(c) quarantined because of the
Medfly. Portions of Highlands and
Manatee Counties remain quarantined.

Immediate Action
The Administrator of the Animal and

Plant Health Inspection Service has
determined that there is good cause for
publishing this interim rule without
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