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Preliminary engineering cost, if requested l

lllllllllllllllllllll

Cost of innovative material performance
evaluation (e.g., a 2-year post-construction
period)

lllllllllllllllllllll

Total funds requested llllllllll

TECHNOLOGY DEPLOYMENT INNOVATIVE BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FUNDING

Year 1998(TEA21) 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Authorization ................................................................. $10M $15M $17M $20M $20M $20M

• Section 5001 of the Transportation
Efficiency Act for the 21st Century
(TEA–21) authorized the sums shown to
be available to the States for projects to
demonstrate innovative materials
relating to repair, rehabilitation, and
construction of bridges.

• The Federal share of project costs
may vary and is to be determined by the
Secretary.

Eligibility
• Funds are available for bridge

projects that meet one or more of the
seven program goals listed in Section
503(b)(2) of TEA–21.

• The project may be on any public
roadway, including State and locally
funded projects.

• Funds are available for preliminary
engineering, construction and project
performance evaluations costs.

Selection Criteria
• For FY 1998 and 1999 allocations,

the FHWA will select candidate projects
using the following criteria:
(1) Projects which will meet one or more

of the goals of the program
(2) Projects which will incorporate

materials and/or products that are
available

(3) Projects ready for or near the
construction phase will be given
priority consideration

(4) Projects that leverage Federal funds
with other significant public or
private resources will given
preference

(5) Projects with designs that are
repeatable or have wide spread
application

• For subsequent years, the FHWA
will select candidate projects utilizing
input from a panel of experts from the
States and industry using the criteria
above.

Schedule
• The following is the schedule for

the program:
8/98 Call for FY 1998–99 projects
12/98 Selection of FY 1998–99 project

• The following schedule will be
used for subsequent years for the
program:
4/99—02 Call for projects
10/99—02 Selection of projects

[FR Doc. 98–29484 Filed 11–3–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–22–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration
[Docket No. NHTSA–98–3983; Notice 2]

Mercedes-Benz of North America, Inc.,
Grant of Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Mercedes-Benz of North America, Inc.
(Mercedes-Benz) of Montvale, New
Jersey has determined that some 1998
Mercedes-Benz M-class vehicles fail to
comply with 49 CFR 571.120, Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS)
No. 120, ‘‘Tire selection and rims for
vehicles other than passenger cars,’’ and
has filed an appropriate report pursuant
to 49 CFR Part 573, ‘‘Defect and
noncompliance reports.’’ Mercedes-
Benz has also applied to be exempted
from the notification and remedy
requirements of 49 U.S.C. Chapter 301—
‘‘Motor Vehicle Safety’’ on the basis that
the noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety.

Notice of receipt of the application
was published, with a 30-day comment
period, on July 13, 1998, in the Federal
Register (63 FR 37620). NHTSA
received no comments on this
application during the 30-day comment
period.

Mercedes-Benz states that 35,357
vehicles were produced from the
beginning of production in January 1997
through April 13, 1998, which do not
meet the labeling requirements stated in
FMVSS No. 120. Mercedes-Benz
equipped the vehicles with tire
information labels on the fuel filler door
that specify the tire size, rim size, and
cold inflation pressure. The information
is formatted differently than required by
FMVSS No. 120. The size of the letters
and numerals is also smaller than the
required minimum of 2.4 millimeters.
The label should have been affixed to
the hinge pillar, the door-latch post, the
door edge that meets the latch post, or
next to the driver’s seating position. If
these locations are impractical, the label
shall be affixed to the inward-facing
surface of the door next to the driver’s
seating position. However, if all of the
preceding locations are not practical,
the manufacturer can notify NHTSA, in
writing, and request approval for an

alternate location in the same general
location

Mercedes-Benz supported its
application for inconsequential
noncompliance with the following
statements:

1. With regards to the content of the
label, all the information required by
FMVSS No. 120 is contained in the label
including recommended tire size, rim
size, and cold inflation pressure.

2. Although the height of the labeling
is less than the required minimum of 2.4
mm, the letters in the labels are of
sufficient size and color to be easily
read.

3. With regards to the labeling format,
Mercedes-Benz believes that placing the
English units before the metric units is
not a noncompliance that affects vehicle
safety, because consumers in the U.S.
are generally more familiar with English
units of measurement than metric units.

4. Regarding the location of the tire
information label, Mercedes-Benz
believes that consumers interested in
checking their tire pressure labels
would likely perform this check at gas
stations, convenience stores, or auto
repair facilities. In some cases, this
label’s location serves as a reminder to
check the tire pressure.

5. Based on the convenient location of
the tire information label, the reference
information in the owner’s manual, and
the maximum inflation pressure marked
on the tire, Mercedes-Benz believes that
the tire information label on the fuel
filler door is an inconsequential
noncompliance.

The purpose of FMVSS No. 120 is to
provide safe operation of vehicles by
ensuring that those vehicles are
equipped with tires of appropriate size
and load rating; and rims of appropriate
size and type designation. Paragraph
S5.3, Label information, of FMVSS No.
120 states that each vehicle shall show
the appropriate tire information (such
as: recommended cold inflation
pressure) and rim information (such as:
size and type designations) in the
English language. This information must
appear either on the certification label
or a tire information label, lettered in
block capitals and numerals not less
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than 2.4 millimeters high, and in the
prescribed format. In addition, FMVSS
No. 120 requires that the label be affixed
to the hinge pillar, the door-latch post,
the door edge that meets the latch post,
or next to the driver’s seating position.
If these locations are impractical, the
label shall be affixed to the inward-
facing surface of the door next to the
driver’s seating position. However, if all
of the preceding locations are not
practical, the manufacturer can notify
NHTSA, in writing, and request
approval for an alternate location in the
same general location.

The agency agrees with Mercedes-
Benz that the label on these M-class
vehicles is likely to achieve the safety
purpose of the tire label. First, all the
information required by FMVSS No. 120
is correct and contained in the label
including recommended tire size, rim
size, and cold inflation pressure.
Second, per the sample label provided
by Mercedes-Benz, the letters can be
easily read. Third, a vehicle owner will
find the necessary and correct safety
information in English units in the
owner’s manual, and the maximum
inflation pressure properly marked on
the tire.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA has decided that the applicant
has met its burden of persuasion that
the noncompliance it describes is
inconsequential to safety. Accordingly,
its application is granted, and the
applicant is exempted from providing
the notification of the noncompliance
that is required by 49 U.S.C. 30118, and
from remedying the noncompliance, as
required by 49 U.S.C. 30120.
(49 U.S.C. 30118, delegations of authority at
49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8).

Issued on October 30, 1998.
James R. Hackney,
Acting Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.
[FR Doc. 98–29519 Filed 11–3–98; 8:45 am]
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Red River Manufacturing, Inc., Grant of
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Red River Manufacturing, Inc. (Red
River) of West Fargo, North Dakota, a
manufacturer of trailers, has determined
that since March 14, 1996, its tire and
rim label information was not in full
compliance with 49 CFR 571.120,

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
(FMVSS) No. 120, ‘‘Tire Selection and
Rims for Vehicles Other Than Passenger
Cars,’’ and has filed an appropriate
report pursuant to 49 CFR Part 573,
‘‘Defect and Noncompliance Reports.’’
Red River has also applied to be
exempted from the notification and
remedy requirements of 49 U.S.C.
Chapter 301—‘‘Motor Vehicle Safety’’
on the basis that the noncompliance is
inconsequential to motor vehicle safety.

Notice of receipt of the application
was published, with a 30-day comment
period, on August 12, 1998, in the
Federal Register (63 FR 43230). NHTSA
received no comments on this
application during the 30-day comment
period.

Paragraph S5.3 of FMVSS No. 120
states that each vehicle shall show the
information specified in both metric and
English units. The standard also shows
an example of the prescribed format.

Since the amendment requiring
metric units went into effect on March
14, 1996, Red River manufactured and/
or distributed 1,063 trailers that do not
meet the requirements stated in the
standard. The certification label affixed
to Red River’s trailers pursuant to 49
CFR Part 567 failed to comply with S5.3
of FMVSS No. 120 because of the
omission of metric measurements, and
Red River did not separately provide the
metric measurements on another label,
an alternative allowed by FMVSS No.
120.

Red River supports its application for
inconsequential noncompliance with
the following statements:

1. ‘‘The label contained the correct English
unit information.’’

2. ‘‘Red River had been unaware of the
metric measurement requirement because
Red River interpreted Part 567 as suggesting
the use of metric measurements is
permissive, not mandatory, and did not
understand that FMVSS No. 120 made the
use of certain metric measurements
mandatory.’’

3. ‘‘FMVSS No. 120’s metric measurement
requirements were not mandated for safety
purposes. Rather, in designating the metric
system as the preferred system of weights
and measures, Congress was concerned
chiefly with the contributions that the metric
system could make to the international
competitiveness of U.S. industries and to the
efficiency of governmental operations.’’

4. ‘‘The dual labeling requirement is to
continue until consumers become familiar
with metric measurements.’’

5. ‘‘The omission of metric measurements
from Red River’s FMVSS No. 120
certification label is highly unlikely to have
any effect whatsoever on motor vehicle
safety, both because the correct English units
are used on Red River’s labels and because
of the small number of trailers involved.’’

6. As soon as practicable upon learning of
its noncompliance, Red River has converted

its labels to metric measurements, in
conformity with those requirements.

The purpose of labeling requirements
in S5.3, Label information, of FMVSS
No. 120 is to provide safe operation of
vehicles by ensuring that those vehicles
are equipped with tires of appropriate
size and load rating; and rims of
appropriate size and type designation.
Section 5164 of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act (Pub. L. 100–418)
makes it the United States policy that
the metric system of measurement is the
preferred system of weights and
measures for U.S. trade and commerce.
On March 14, 1995, NHTSA published
in the Federal Register (60 FR 13693)
the final rule that metric measurements
be used in S5.3 of FMVSS No. 120. The
effective date for this final rule was
March 14, 1996.

Paragraph S5.3 states that each
vehicle shall show the appropriate tire
information (such as: recommended
cold inflation pressure) and rim
information (such as: size and type
designations) in metric and English
units. This information must appear
either on the certification label or a tire
information label, lettered in block
capitals and numerals not less than 2.4
millimeters high, and in the prescribed
format.

The agency agrees with Red River that
the label on these trailers is likely to
achieve the safety purpose of the
required label. The vehicle user will
have the correct safety information sans
the metric conversion in the prescribed
location. First, all the correct English
unit information required by FMVSS
No. 120 is provided on the certification
label. Second, the information
contained on the label is of the correct
size. Third, the information contained
on the label is in the prescribed format.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA has decided that the applicant
has met its burden of persuasion that
the noncompliance it describes is
inconsequential to safety. Accordingly,
its application is granted, and the
applicant is exempted from providing
the notification of the noncompliance
that is required by 49 U.S.C. 30118, and
from remedying the noncompliance, as
required by 49 U.S.C. 30120.

(49 U.S.C. 30118, delegations of authority at
49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8).

Issued on October 30, 1998.

James R. Hackney,
Acting Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.
[FR Doc. 98–29518 Filed 11–3–98; 8:45 am]
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