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discretion, consider limiting the number
of rounds in which bidders may
withdraw bids, and prevent bidders
from bidding on a particular market if
the Bureau finds that a bidder is abusing
the Commission’s bid withdrawal
procedures.

22. Applying this reasoning, the
Bureau proposes to limit each bidder in
the Phase II 220 MHz Service auction to
withdrawals in no more than two
rounds during the course of the auction.
To permit a bidder to withdraw bids in
more than two rounds would likely
encourage insincere bidding or the use
of withdrawals for anti-competitive
strategic purposes. The two rounds in
which withdrawals are utilized will be
at the bidder’s discretion; withdrawals
otherwise must be in accordance with
the Commission’s rules. There is no
limit on the number of standing high
bids that may be withdrawn in either of
the rounds in which withdrawals are
utilized. Withdrawals will remain
subject to the bid withdrawal payment
provisions specified in the
Commission’s rules. The Commission
seeks comment on this proposal.

g. Stopping Rule
23. For the Phase II 220 MHz Service

auction, the Bureau proposes to employ
a simultaneous stopping approach. The
Bureau has discretion ‘‘to establish
stopping rules before or during multiple
round auctions in order to terminate the
auction within a reasonable time.’’ A
simultaneous stopping rule means that
all licenses remain open until the first
round in which no new acceptable bids,
proactive waivers or withdrawals are
received. After the first such round,
bidding closes simultaneously on all
licenses. Thus, unless circumstances
dictate otherwise, bidding would
remain open on all licenses until
bidding stops on every license.

24. The Bureau seeks comment on a
modified version of the simultaneous
stopping rule. The modified stopping
rule would close the auction for all
licenses after the first round in which
no bidder submits a proactive waiver, a
withdrawal, or a new bid on any license
on which it is not the standing high
bidder. Thus, absent any other bidding
activity, a bidder placing a new bid on
a license for which it is the standing
high bidder would not keep the auction
open under this modified stopping rule.
The Bureau further seeks comment on
whether this modified stopping rule
should be used unilaterally or only in
stage three of the auction.

25. The Commission proposes that the
Bureau retain the discretion to keep an
auction open even if no new acceptable
bids or proactive waivers are submitted

and no previous high bids are
withdrawn. In this event, the effect will
be the same as if a bidder had submitted
a proactive waiver. The activity rule,
therefore, will apply as usual and a
bidder with insufficient activity will
either lose bidding eligibility or use a
remaining activity rule waiver.

26. Finally, the Commission proposes
that the Bureau reserve the right to
declare that the auction will end after a
specified number of additional rounds
(‘‘special stopping rule’’). If the Bureau
invokes this special stopping rule, it
will accept bids in the final round(s)
only for licenses on which the high bid
increased in at least one of the
preceding specified number of rounds.
The Bureau proposes to exercise this
option only in certain circumstances,
such as, for example, where the auction
is proceeding very slowly, there is
minimal overall bidding activity, or it
appears likely that the auction will not
close within a reasonable period of time.
Before exercising this option, the
Bureau is likely to attempt to increase
the pace of the auction by, for example,
moving the auction into the next stage
(where bidders would be required to
maintain a higher level of bidding
activity), increasing the number of
bidding rounds per day, and/or
increasing the amount of the minimum
bid increments for the limited number
of licenses where there is still a high
level of bidding activity. The
Commission seeks comment on these
proposals.

h. Information Relating to Auction
Delay, Suspension or Cancellation

27. For the Phase II 220 MHz Service
auction, the Commission proposes that,
by public notice or by announcement
during the auction, the Bureau may
delay, suspend or cancel the auction in
the event of natural disaster, technical
obstacle, evidence of an auction security
breach, unlawful bidding activity,
administrative or weather necessity, or
for any other reason that affects the fair
and competitive conduct of competitive
bidding. In such cases, the Bureau, in its
sole discretion, may elect to: resume the
auction starting from the beginning of
the current round; resume the auction
starting from some previous round; or
cancel the auction in its entirety.
Network interruption may cause the
Bureau to delay or suspend the auction.
The Commission emphasizes that
exercise of this authority is solely
within the discretion of the Bureau, and
its use is not intended to be a substitute
for situations in which bidders may
wish to apply their activity rule waivers.
The Commission seeks comment on this
proposal.

Federal Communications Commission.
Daniel B. Phythyon,
Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.
[FR Doc. 98–32641 Filed 12–7–98; 8:45 am]
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FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

Notice of Agreement(s) Filed

The Commission hereby gives notice
of the filing of the following
agreement(s) under the Shipping Act of
1984.

Interested parties can review or obtain
copies of agreements at the Washington,
DC offices of the Commission, 800
North Capitol Street, N.W., Room 962.
Interested parties may submit comments
on an agreement to the Secretary,
Federal Maritime Commission,
Washington, DC 20573, within 10 days
of the date this notice appears in the
Federal Register.
Agreement No.: 217–011540–002
Title: Blue Star/Fesco Space Charter

Agreement
Parties: P&O Nedlloyd Limited, Fesco

Ocean Management Limited d/b/a
Fesco Australia, North American Line

Synposis: The proposed modification
changes one of the parties to the
agreement from Ocean Management,
Inc. to Fesco Ocean Management
Limited, both wholly owned
subsidiaries of a common parent, Far
Eastern Shipping Company.
Dated: December 2, 1998.
By Order of the Federal Maritime

Commission.
Joseph C. Polking,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 98–32484 Filed 12–7–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6730–01–M

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

Ocean Freight Forwarder License
Applicants

Notice is hereby given that the
following applicants have filed with the
Federal Maritime Commission
applications for licenses as ocean freight
forwarders pursuant to section 19 of the
Shipping Act of 1984 (46 U.S.C. app.
1718 and 46 CFR 510).

Persons knowing of any reason why
any of the following applicants should
not receive a license are requested to
contact the Office of Freight Forwarders,
Federal Maritime Commission,
Washington, DC 20573.
National Freight Express, Inc., 10501

N.W. 7th Avenue, Miami, FL 33150,
Officers: Zakay Sasson, President,
Ezra Sasson, Vice President.
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