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(2) The Secretary will review each list
submitted by a governor or the tribal
Indian governments to ascertain
whether the individuals on the list are
qualified for the vacancy. If the
Secretary determines that a nominee is
not qualified, the Secretary will notify
the appropriate Governor or tribal
Indian government of that
determination. The Governor or tribal
Indian government shall then submit a
revised list of nominees or resubmit the
original list with an additional
explanation of the qualifications of the
nominee in question. The Secretary
reserves the right to determine whether
nominees are qualified.

(3) The Secretary will select the
appointees from lists of qualified
nominees provided by the Governors of
the constituent Council states or of the
tribal Indian governments that are
eligible to nominate candidates for that
vacancy.

(i) For Governor-nominated seats, the
Secretary will select an appointee for an
obligatory seat from the list of qualified
nominees submitted by the governor of
the state. In filling expiring at-large
seats, the Secretary will select an
appointee(s) for an at-large seat(s) from
the list of all qualified candidates
submitted. The Secretary will consider
only complete slates of nominees
submitted by the governors of the
Council’s constituent states. When an
appointed member vacates his/her seat
prior to the expiration of his/her term,
the Secretary will fill the vacancy for
the remainder of the term by selecting
from complete nomination letters and
kits that are timely and contain the
required number of candidates.

(ii) For the tribal Indian seat, the
Secretary will solicit nominations of
individuals for the list referred to in
paragraph (c) of this section only from
those Indian tribes with federally
recognized fishing rights from
California, Oregon, Washington, or
Idaho. The Secretary will consult with
the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior, to determine
which Indian tribes may submit
nominations. Any vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of any term shall
be filled in the same manner as
described in paragraphs (d)(1) and (2) of
this section, except that the Secretary
may use the list referred to in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section from which the
vacating member was chosen. The
Secretary shall rotate the appointment
among the tribes, taking into
consideration:

(A) The qualifications of the
individuals on the list referred to in
paragraph (c) of this section.

(B) The various rights of the Indian
tribes involved, and judicial cases that
set out the manner in which these rights
are to be exercised.

(C) The geographic area in which the
tribe of the representative is located.

(D) The limitation that no tribal
Indian representative shall serve more
than three consecutive terms in the
Indian tribal seat.
[FR Doc. 99–2188 Filed 1–28–99; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing directed
fishing for groundfish with non-pelagic
trawl gear in the red king crab savings
subarea (RKCSS) of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the amount of the
interim 1999 red king crab bycatch limit
specified for the RKCSS.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), January 25, until
superseded by the Final 1999 Harvest
Specification for Groundfish, which will
be published in the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907–586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and CFR part 679.

The Interim 1999 Harvest
Specifications of Groundfish (64 FR 50,
January 4, 1999) established the interim
1999 red king crab bycatch limit in the
RKCSS as 10,000 animals

In accordance with
§ 679.21(e)(7)(ii)(B), the Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS, has determined
that the amount of the interim 1999 red
king crab bycatch limit specified for the
RKCSS will be caught. NMFS is closing
the RKCSS to directed fishing for
groundfish with non-pelagic trawl gear.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
exceeding the amount of the interim
1999 red king crab bycatch limit
specified for the RKCSS. Providing prior
notice and an opportunity for public
comment on this action is impracticable
and contrary to the public interest. The
fleet will soon take the amount. Further
delay would only result in the amount
of the interim 1999 red king crab
bycatch limit specified for the RKCSS
being exceeded. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under U.S.C 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 25, 1999.
Gary C. Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–2067 Filed 1–25–99; 4:22 pm]
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SUMMARY: NMFS is closing specified
groundfish fisheries for specific catcher/
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