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may not be issued to a vessel or to its
replacement, or remain valid, if a
vessel’s permit or fishing history has
been used to qualify another vessel for
another Federal fishery.

(iv) Consolidation restriction. Limited
access permits may not be combined or
consolidated.

(v) Confirmation of permit history.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of
this part, a person who does not
currently own a fishing vessel, but who
has owned a qualifying vessel that has
sunk, been destroyed, or transferred to
another person, must apply for and
receive a CPH if the fishing and permit
history of such vessel has been retained
lawfully by the applicant. To be eligible
to obtain a CPH, the applicant must
show that the qualifying vessel meets
the eligibility requirements, as
applicable, in this part. Issuance of a
valid CPH preserves the eligibility of the
applicant to apply for a limited access
permit for a replacement vessel based
on the qualifying vessel’s fishing and
permit history at a subsequent time,
subject to the replacement provisions
specified in this section. A CPH must be
applied for in order for the applicant to
preserve the fishing rights and limited
access eligibility of the qualifying
vessel. If fishing privileges have been
assigned or allocated previously under
this part, based on the qualifying
vessel’s fishing and permit history, the
CPH also preserves such fishing
privileges. Any decision regarding the
issuance of a CPH for a qualifying vessel
that has applied for or been issued
previously a limited access permit is a
final agency action subject to judicial
review under 5 U.S.C. 704. An
application for a CPH must be received
by the Regional Administrator no later
than 30 days prior to the end of the first
full fishing year in which a vessel
permit cannot be issued. Failure to do
so is considered abandonment of the
permit as described in paragraph (q) of
this section. A CPH issued under this
part will remain valid until the fishing
and permit history preserved by the
CPH is used to qualify a replacement
vessel for a limited access permit.
Information requirements for the CPH
application are the same as those for a
limited access permit with any request
for information about the vessel being
applicable to the qualifying vessel that

has been sunk, destroyed, or transferred.
Vessel permit applicants who have been
issued a CPH and who wish to obtain
a vessel permit for a replacement vessel
based upon the previous vessel history
may do so pursuant to paragraph
(b)(1)(i)(D) of this section.
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 99–4061 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS is closing directed
fishing for groundfish with non-pelagic
trawl gear in the red king crab savings
subarea (RKCSS) of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the amount of the
interim 1999 red king crab bycatch limit
specified for the RKCSS.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), February 14, 1999, until
superseded by the Final 1999 Harvest
Specification for Groundfish, which will
be published in the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907–586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP

appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and CFR part 679.

The Interim 1999 Harvest
Specifications of Groundfish (64 FR 50,
January 4, 1999) established the amount
of the interim 1999 red king crab
bycatch limit specified for the RKCSS as
10,000 animals. The RKCSS was closed
to fishing with non-pelagic trawl gear on
January 25, 1999 (64 FR 4602, January
29, 1999) and then re-opened on
February 1, 1999 (64 FR 5720, February
5, 1999) when it was determined that
the bycatch limit was not fully utilized.

In accordance with
§ 679.21(e)(7)(ii)(B), the Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS, has determined
that the amount of the interim 1999 red
king crab bycatch limit specified for the
RKCSS will be caught. NMFS is closing
the RKCSS to directed fishing for
groundfish with non-pelagic trawl gear.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
exceeding the amount of the interim
1999 red king crab bycatch limit
specified for the RKCSS. Providing prior
notice and an opportunity for public
comment on this action is impracticable
and contrary to the public interest. The
fleet will soon take the amount. Further
delay would only result in the amount
of the interim 1999 red king crab
bycatch limit specified for the RKCSS
being exceeded. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under U.S.C 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 12, 1999.
Gary C. Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–4030 Filed 2–12–99; 5:00 pm]
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