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southeast states. At its business meeting
the Council will consider committee
assignments and committee work
schedules and action on conflict of
interest guidelines for non-government
members of the Council. The meeting
will also consider matters raised by
individual Council members. The
Council’s business meeting will follow
the special meeting with representatives
of southeast states.
DATES: The meeting with representatives
of southeast states is scheduled from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June
29, 1999. The Council’s business
meeting will follow at 2:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting with the
southeast states will be held in Room
267, Charlotte Mecklenburg Government
Center (City Hall), 600 East 4th St.
Charlotte, N.C. 28202. The Council’s
business meeting will be held in the
South Carolina Hall of the Hilton Hotel,
222 East Third Street, Charlotte, N.C.
28202, telephone 704–3777–1500.
Persons in need of special arrangements
should contact the person listed below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deirdre O’Sullivan, Amtrak Reform
Council, Room 7105, JM-ARC, 400
Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D. C.
20590, or by telephone at (202) 366–
0591; FAX: 202–493–2061.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The ARC
was created by the Amtrak Reform and
Accountability Act of 1997 (ARAA), as
an independent commission, to evaluate
Amtrak’s performance and to make
recommendations to Amtrak for
achieving further cost containment,
productivity improvements, and
financial reforms. In addition, the
ARAA requires that the ARC monitor
cost savings resulting from work rules
established under new agreements
between Amtrak and its labor unions;
that the ARC provide an annual report
to Congress that includes an assessment
of Amtrak’s progress on the resolution
of productivity issues; and that after two
years the ARC has the authority to
determine whether Amtrak can meet
certain financial goals specified under
the ARAA and, if not, to notify the
President and the Congress.
The ARAA provides that the ARC
consist of eleven members, including
the Secretary of Transportation and ten
others nominated by the President and
Congressional leaders. Each member is
to serve a five year term.
Issued in Washington, DC June 3, 1999.
Thomas A. Till,
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 99–14521 Filed 6–7–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Coast Guard
[USCG–1999–5760]

Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory
Committee; Vacancies
Coast Guard, DOT.
Request for applications.

AGENCY:
ACTION:

The Coast Guard is seeking
applications for appointment to
membership on the Merchant Marine
Personnel Advisory Committee
(MERPAC). MERPAC provides advice
and makes recommendations to the
Coast Guard on matters related to the
training, qualification, licensing,
certification, and fitness of seamen
serving in the U.S. merchant marine.
DATES: Applications must reach the
Coast Guard on or before August 1,
1999.
ADDRESSES: You may request an
application form by writing to
Commandant (G–MSO–1), U.S. Coast
Guard, 2100 Second Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20593–0001; by calling
202–267–0229; or by faxing 202–267–
4570. Submit application forms to the
same address. This notice and the
application form are available on the
Internet at hhtp://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Commander Steven J. Boyle, Executive
Director of MERPAC, or Mr. Mark C.
Gould, Assistant to the Executive
Director, telephone 202–267–0229, fax
202–267–4570.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: MERPAC
is chartered under the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 2. It
provides advice and makes
recommendations to the Assistant
Commandant for Marine Safety and
Environmental Protection, on merchant
marine personnel issues such as
implementation of the International
Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers, 1978, types of marine
simulation utilized in lieu of sea service
for marine licenses, and regional
examination center activities.
MERPCAS meets at least twice a year,
once at Coast Guard Headquarters,
Washington, DC, and once elsewhere in
the country. Its subcommittees and
working groups may also meet to
consider specific problems as required.
The Coast Guard will consider
applications for five positions that
expire or become vacant in January
2000. Applicants with one or more of
the following backgrounds are needed to
fill the positions:
(a) Licensed Deck Officer.
SUMMARY:

(b) Shipping Company employed in
ship operation management.
(c) Licensed Engineering Officer.
(d) Marine Educator associated with a
training institution other than a federal
or state maritime academy.
(e) Public.
Each member serves for a term of 3
years. No member may hold more than
two consecutive 3-year terms. MERPAC
members serve without compensation
from the Federal Government; however,
travel reimbursement and per diem will
be provided.
In support of the policy of the
Department of Transportation on gender
and ethnic diversity, the Coast Guard
encourages applications from qualified
women and members of minority
groups.
Applicants selected may be required
to complete a Confidential Financial
Disclosure Report (OGE Form 450).
Neither the report nor the information it
contains may be released to the public,
except under an order issued by a
Federal court or as otherwise provided
under the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a).
Howard L. Hime,
Acting Director of Standards Marine Safety
and Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 99–14509 Filed 6–7–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–15–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration
Notice of Intent To Rule on Application
(99–06–U–00–JAC) To Use a
Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) at the
Jackson Hole Airport, Submitted by
the Jackson Hole Airport Board,
Jackson, WY
Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent to rule on
application.
AGENCY:

The FAA proposes to rule and
invites public comment on the
application to use a PFC at the Jackson
Hole Airport under the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 40117 and Part 158 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 158).
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before July 8, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this
application may be mailed or delivered
in triplicate to the FAA at the following
address: Alan Wiechmann, Manager;
Denver Airports District Office, DEN–
ADO; Federal Aviation Administration;
26805 E. 68th Avenue, Suite 224;
Denver, CO 80249–6361.
In addition, one copy of any
comments submitted to the FAA must
SUMMARY:
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be mailed or delivered to Mr. George
Larson, Airport Director, at the
following address: Jackson Hole Airport
Board, P.O. Box 159, Jackson, Wyoming
83001.
Air carriers and foreign air carriers
may submit copies of written comments
previously provided to Jackson Hole
Airport, under section 158.23 of part
158.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Christopher Schaffer, (303) 342–1258;
Denver Airports District Office, DEN–
ADO; Federal Aviation Administration;
26805 E. 68th Avenue, Suite 224;
Denver, CO 80249–6361. The
application may be reviewed in person
at this same location.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
proposes to rule and invites public
comment on the application (99–06–U–
00–JAC) to use a PFC at the Jackson
Hole Airport, under the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 40117 and Part 158 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR Part 158).
On May 28, 1999, the FAA
determined that the application to use a
PFC submitted by the Jackson Hole
Airport Board, Jackson Hole Airport,
Jackson, Wyoming, was substantially
complete within the requirements of
section 158.25 of Part 158. The FAA
will approve or disapprove the
application, in whole or in part, no later
than August 28, 1999.
The following is a brief overview of
the application.
Level of the proposed PFC: $3.00.
Actual charge effective date: August
1, 1998.
Proposed charge expiration date:
January 1, 2003.
Total requested for use approval:
$1,850,000.00.
Brief description of proposed project:
Runway Overlay and Safety Areas.
(Move runway 300 feet north and
overlay; Pave portion of safety areas.)
Class or classes of air carriers which
the public agency has requested not be
required to collect PFC’s: None.
Any person may inspect the
application in person at the FAA office
listed above under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT and at the FAA
Regional Airports Office located at:
Federal Aviation Administration,
Northwest Mountain Region, Airports
Division, ANM–600, 1601 Lind Avenue
S.W., Suite 540, Renton, WA 98055–
4056.
In addition, any person may, upon
request, inspect the application, notice
and other documents germane to the
application in person at the Jackson
Hole Airport.

Issued in Renton, Washington on May 28,
1999.
David A. Field,
Manager, Planning, Programming and
Capacity Branch, Northwest Mountain
Region.
[FR Doc. 99–14482 Filed 6–7–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration
[FRA Emergency Order No. 21, Notice No.
2]

Northwestern Pacific Railroad; Notice
of Partial Relief from Emergency Order
No. 21
Federal Railroad
Administration, Department of
Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of Partial Relief.
AGENCY:

This notice provides partial
relief for the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad from the limitations of Federal
Railroad Administration Emergency
Order No. 21. The relief allows the
Northwestern Pacific Railroad to reopen to rail traffic approximately 1.5
miles of its line near Willits, California,
including trackage between the junction
with the California Western Railroad
and the Willits Depot, as well as Tracks
20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 709, and 711 in
Willits Yard. The purpose of the partial
relief is to allow the California Western
Railroad to renew its operations over
NWP tracks to Willits Depot and turn its
trains at Willits. The remainder of the
NWP line, from Arcata, California, to
mile post 63.4 between Schellville and
Napa Junction, California, remains
closed pending further relief from the
emergency order.
SUMMARY:

Authority
Authority to enforce Federal railroad
safety laws has been delegated by the
Secretary of Transportation to the
Federal Railroad Administrator. 49 CFR
1.49. Railroads are subject to FRA’s
safety jurisdiction under the Federal
railroad safety laws, 49 U.S.C. 20102,
20103. FRA is authorized to issue
emergency orders where an unsafe
condition or practice ‘‘causes an
emergency situation involving a hazard
of death or personal injury.’’ 49 U.S.C.
20104. These orders may impose such
‘‘restrictions and prohibitions . . . that
may be necessary to abate the
situation.’’ (Ibid.) Likewise, FRA is
authorized to grant relief from an
emergency order when the agency
deems that the unsafe condition or
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practice which gave rise to the
emergency order no longer exists.
Background
The NWP operates on a 286-mile line
between mile post 295.5 near Arcata,
California and mile post 63.4 between
Schellville, California and Napa
Junction, California. The North Coast
Railroad Authority, a California public
agency formed pursuant to California
Government Code Section 93000 et seq.,
owns and operates that portion of the
NWP between Healdsburg, mile post 68,
and Arcata. Another portion over which
the NWP operates and for which it is
responsible for maintenance,
Healdsburg to mile post 63.4 near Napa
Junction, is owned by the Northwestern
Pacific Railroad Authority, a joint
powers agency representing the Golden
Gate Bridge, Highway and
Transportation District, the County of
Marin, and the North Coast Railroad
Authority. Railways, Inc. is the
operating agent for the North Coast
Railroad Authority, doing business as
the NWP.
The NWP connects to the California
Western Railroad, among other
railroads, which operates both freight
and passenger trains, to Willits. Prior to
the issuance of Emergency Order No. 21,
the California Western operated over
about one mile of NWP trackage in order
to interchange freight operations with
the NWP at Willits and to reach its
passenger terminal in Willits.
The NWP is subject to the jurisdiction
of FRA. In 1997, FRA, in partnership
with the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC), reviewed NWP’s
compliance with Federal safety statutes
and regulations. The review revealed
widespread noncompliance, including
hundreds of track defects and a general
failure to perform periodic tests of
locomotive air brake equipment. On
June 11, 1997, FRA, CPUC, and the
NWP signed a safety compliance
agreement which detailed 11 action
items for the NWP to perform. On June
28, 1998, upon finding that the NWP
had failed to comply with most of the
agreement, the Federal Railroad
Administrator issued Compliance Order
98–1 directing NWP to perform the
corrections listed in the compliance
agreement. When FRA later found that
the NWP failed to comply with the
directives in the compliance order, and
the defects on the rail line posed an
imminent and unacceptable threat to
public safety, the Federal Railroad
Administrator issued Emergency Order
No. 21 on November 25, 1998. The
emergency order closed all railroad
operations except the operation of work
trains for the specific and sole purpose

