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10 days each month until the spring
quota is reached. The status quo
alternative of 15 day mini-seasons in the
spring was rejected because an
economic analysis conducted by NMFS
and included in the RIR indicated an
increase of net benefits from the shorter
mini-seasons. The fall mini-seasons
were already established at 10 days per
month, so the Council elected to
maintain the status quo from that
respect. However, the Council proposed
to initiate the fall season on October 1
versus the status quo of September 1
because demand and prices tend to be
higher in October, and the delay would
have no adverse impact on conservation
of red snapper.

Copies of the FRFA are available (see
ADDRESSES).

The amendment to § 622.34(l) delays
the opening of the fall commercial red
snapper fishing season from noon on
September 1 to noon on October 1. This
delayed opening was proposed initially
by representatives of the commercial red
snapper fishing industry who believed
that the later opening date would help
to optimize revenues derived from the
available fall commercial quota. Seafood
dealers have stated that both the
demand for seafood and ex-vessel prices
are higher in October than in
September. The delayed opening is
intended to increase revenues to
commercial harvesters and to help
ensure that fresh red snapper are
available when consumer demand is
greatest. To ensure that these benefits
are achieved for the fall 2000 fishing
season, the amendment to § 622.34(l)
must be effective no later than
September 1, 2000. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds for good cause that a 30-day delay
in the effective date of § 622.34(l) would
be contrary to the public interest.

The President has directed Federal
agencies to use plain language in their
communications with the public,
including regulations. To comply with
this directive, we seek public comment
on any ambiguity or unnecessary
complexity arising from the language
used in this final rule. Such comments
should be directed to NMFS Southeast
Regional Office (see ADDRESSES).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 622

Fisheries, Fishing, Puerto Rico,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Virgin Islands.

Dated: August 11, 2000.
William T. Hogarth,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is amended
as follows:

PART 622—FISHERIES OF THE
CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH
ATLANTIC

1. The authority citation for part 622
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

2. In § 622.34, paragraph (n) is
removed and reserved; the suspension
of paragraph (l) is lifted; and paragraphs
(l) and (m) are revised to read as
follows:

§ 622.34 Gulf EEZ seasonal and/or area
closures.

* * * * *
(l) Closures of the commercial fishery

for red snapper. The commercial fishery
for red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ
is closed from January 1 to noon on
February 1 and thereafter from noon on
the 10th of each month to noon on the
first of each succeeding month until the
quota specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(i)(A) is
reached or until noon on October 1,
whichever occurs first. From October 1
to December 1, the commercial fishery
for red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ
is closed from noon on the 10th of each
month to noon on the first of each
succeeding month until the quota
specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(i)(B) is
reached or until the end of the fishing
year, whichever occurs first. All times
are local times. During these closed
periods, the possession of red snapper
in or from the Gulf EEZ and in the Gulf
on board a vessel for which a
commercial permit for Gulf reef fish has
been issued, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to where
such red snapper were harvested, is
limited to the bag and possession limits,
as specified in § 622.39(b)(1)(iii) and
(b)(2), respectively, and such red
snapper are subject to the prohibition on
sale or purchase of red snapper
possessed under the bag limit, as
specified in § 622.45(c)(1). However,
when the recreational quota for red
snapper has been reached and the bag
and possession limit has been reduced
to zero, the limit for such possession
during a closed period is zero.

(m) Closures of the recreational
fishery for red snapper. The recreational
fishery for red snapper in or from the
Gulf EEZ is closed from January 1
through April 20 and from November 1
through December 31. During a closure,

the bag and possession limit for red
snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ is zero.

(n) [Reserved]
* * * * *

3. In § 622.37, paragraph (d)(1)(vi) is
removed; the suspension of paragraph
(d)(1)(iv) is lifted; and paragraph
(d)(1)(iv) is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.37 Size limits.

* * * * *
(d) * * *
(1) * * *
(iv) Red snapper—16 inches (40.6

cm), TL, for a fish taken by a person
subject to the bag limit specified in
§ 622.39(b)(1)(iii) and 15 inches (38.1
cm), TL, for a fish taken by a person not
subject to the bag limit.
* * * * *

4. In § 622.39, paragraphs (b)(1)(viii)
and (b)(1)(ix) are removed; the
suspensions of paragraphs (b)(1)(iii) and
(b)(1)(v) are lifted; and paragraph
(b)(1)(iii) is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits.

* * * * *
(b) * * *
(1) * * *
(iii) Red snapper—4.

* * * * *
5. In § 622.42, paragraphs (a)(1)(i)(A)

and (a)(1)(i)(B) are revised to read as
follows:

§ 622.42 Quotas.

* * * * *
(a) * * *
(1) * * *
(i) * * *
(A) Two-thirds of the quota specified

in § 622.42(a)(1)(i), 3.10 million lb (1.41
million kg), available at noon on
February 1 each year, subject to the
closure provisions of §§ 622.34(l) and
622.43(a)(1)(i).

(B) The remainder available at noon
on October 1 each year, subject to the
closure provisions of §§ 622.34(l) and
622.43(a)(1)(i).
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 00–20994 Filed 8–16–00; 8:45 am]
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Retention limit adjustment.

SUMMARY: NMFS adjusts the daily
retention limit for the Angling category
fishery for Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT)
in all areas to two school BFT and two
large school or small medium BFT per
vessel from September 1, 2000, through
October 15, 2000. In addition, NMFS is
making subsequent adjustments to the
daily retention limit, as noted in the
DATES section of this document. This
action is being taken to provide
increased fishing and data collection
opportunities in all areas without
risking overharvest of this category.
DATES: Effective 1 a.m., local time,
September 1, 2000, until 11:30 p.m.,
local time, October 15, 2000, the daily
retention limit in all areas is adjusted to
two school BFT (measuring 27 to less
than 47 inches (69 to less than 119 cm)
curved fork length) and two large school
or small medium BFT (measuring 47 to
less than 73 inches (119 to less than 150
cm) curved fork length).

Effective October 16, 2000, the daily
retention limit in all areas is adjusted to
one large school or small medium BFT
until May 31, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Pat
Scida or Brad McHale, 978–281–9260.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations implemented under the
authority of the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act (16 U.S.C. 971 et seq.)
and the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) governing the
harvest of BFT by persons and vessels
subject to U.S. jurisdiction are found at
50 CFR part 635.

Implementing regulations for the
Atlantic tuna fisheries at § 635.23 allow
for adjustments to the daily retention
limits in order to provide for maximum
utilization of the quota spread over the
longest possible period of time. NMFS
may increase or reduce the per-angler
retention limit for any size class BFT or
may change the per-angler limit to a per-
boat limit or a per-boat limit to a per-
angler limit. In addition, NMFS may
make closures or changes to a retention
limit effective in certain areas and/or
regions.

NMFS is responsible for
implementing a recommendation of the
International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic tunas (ICCAT)
to limit the catch of school BFT to no
more than 8 percent by weight of the
total domestic quota over each 4-
consecutive-year period. NMFS
implements this ICCAT
recommendation through annual and in
season adjustments to the school BFT

landings and school BFT reserve
categories, as necessary, and through the
establishment of a school BFT reserve
(64 FR 29090, May 28, 1999; 65 FR
42883, July 12, 2000). The recent ICCAT
recommendation allows NMFS more
flexibility to make interannual
adjustments for overharvests and
underharvests, provided that the 8-
percent landings limit is met over the
applicable 4-consecutive-year period.
This approach provides NMFS with the
flexibility to enhance fishing
opportunities and the collection of
information on a broad range of BFT
size classes and responds to requests
from the recreational fishing community
for more advance notice of retention
limit adjustments and greater stability
and certainty in planning for the fishing
season.

Since July 31, 2000, NMFS has
maintained the daily retention limit at
one large school or small medium BFT
per vessel. In the announcement for the
daily retention limit effective June 23
through July 30, 2000 (65 FR 19860,
April 13, 2000), which adjusted the
retention limit to two school and one
large school or small medium BFT per
vessel, NMFS announced the intention
to adjust the daily retention limit once
again during late summer abd early fall
season when BFT have moved further
north to the waters off Rhode Island,
New York, and northern New Jersey,
contingent upon the availability of BFT
Angling category quota.

Over the last several years, NMFS has
received comments from mid-Atlantic
fishermen that the implementation of an
increased daily retention limit over a
date-certain period is preferable to a
longer season with a lower daily
retention limit as it facilitates the
scheduling of fishing trips, particularly
charter trips. In 1999, NMFS increased
the daily retention limit to two school
BFT and one large school or small
medium BFT per vessel for the periods
June 25 through July 25 and September
1 through October 6, and comments
from Angling category participants
regarding the 1999 fishing season were
positive. NMFS is encouraged by the
positive feedback regarding the date
certain nature of the 1999 season, and
has determined that a late-season daily
retention limit adjustment is warranted
to ensure reasonable fishing
opportunities in all geographic areas
without risking overharvest.

Preliminary Large Pelagic Survey
estimates of landings for June through
July 23, 2000, indicate that
approximately 12.5 metric tons (mt) of
school BFT and approximately 23.6 mt
of large school/small medium BFT have
been landed. These figures are

approximately 9.2 and 7.8 percent of the
2000 Angling category quotas for school
and large school/small medium BFT,
respectively.

Effective September 1, 2000, through
October 15, 2000, NMFS adjusts the
BFT Angling category daily retention
limit for all areas to two school BFT and
two large school or small medium BFT
per vessel. After October 15, 2000, the
daily retention limit for all areas will be
one large school or small medium BFT
per vessel. The daily retention limit and
the duration of daily retention limit
adjustment have been selected based on
an examination of past and current
catch and effort rates. Allowing two
large school or small medium BFT per
vessel is different from the past few
retention limit adjustments, when
retention of only one fish from the larger
size classes was allowed. NMFS has
chosen a higher retention limit for this
adjustment due to relatively low
landings to date, along with the
increased quota for these size classes
due to under harvest in 1999. NMFS
will continue to monitor the Angling
category fishery closely through the
Automated Landings Reporting System,
the state harvest tagging programs in
North Carolina and Maryland, and the
Large Pelagic Survey. Depending on the
level of fishing effort and catch rates of
BFT, NMFS may determine that an
interim closure or additional retention
limit adjustment, in all or some areas, is
necessary to enhance scientific data
collection and fishing opportunities.
Additionally, NMFS may determine that
an allocation from the school BFT
reserve is warranted to further fishery
management objectives.

Closures or subsequent adjustments to
the daily retention limit, if any, shall be
announced through publication in the
Federal Register. In addition, anglers
may call the Atlantic Tunas Information
Line at 888–USA–TUNA (888–872–
8862) or 978–281–9305 for updates on
quota monitoring and retention limit
adjustments. Anglers aboard Charter/
Headboat category vessels, when
engaged in recreational fishing for
school, large school, and small medium
BFT, are subject to the same rules as
anglers aboard Angling category vessels.
All BFT landed under the Angling
category quota must be reported within
24 hours of landing to the NMFS
Automated Landings Reporting System
by calling 888–USA–TUNA (888–872–
8862) or, if landed in the state of North
Carolina or Maryland, to a reporting
station prior to offloading. Information
about these state harvest tagging
programs, including reporting station
locations, can be obtained in North
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Carolina by calling (800) 338–7804, and
in Maryland by calling (410) 213–1531.

Classification
This action is taken under 50 CFR

635.23(b)(3). This action is exempt from
review under Execution Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801
et seq.

Dated: August 11, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–20992 Filed 8–16–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–M
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Commercial quota harvest.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
summer flounder commercial quota
available to the State of Massachusetts
has been harvested. Vessels issued a
commercial Federal fisheries permit for
the summer flounder fishery may not
land summer flounder in Massachusetts
for the remainder of calendar year 2000,
unless additional quota becomes
available through a transfer. Regulations
governing the summer flounder fishery
require publication of this notification
to advise the State of Massachusetts that

the quota has been harvested, and to
advise vessel permit holders and dealer
permit holders that no commercial
quota is available for landing summer
flounder in Massachusetts.
DATES: Effective 0001 hours, August 17,
2000, through 2400 hours, December 31,
2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
H. Jones, Fishery Policy Analyst, (978)
281–9273.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the summer
flounder fishery are found at 50 CFR
part 648. The regulations require annual
specification of a commercial quota that
is apportioned on a percentage basis
among the coastal states from North
Carolina through Maine. The process to
set the annual commercial quota and the
percent allocated to each state is
described in § 648.100.

The initial total commercial quota for
summer flounder for the 2000 calendar
year was set equal to 11,109,214 lb
(5,039,555 kg)(65 FR 33486, May 24,
2000). The percent allocated to vessels
landing summer flounder in
Massachusetts is 6.82046 percent, or
757,834 lb (343,748 kg).

Section 648.100(e)(4) stipulates that
any overages of commercial quota
landed in any state be deducted from
that state’s annual quota for the
following year. In the calendar year
1999, a total of 804,964 lb (365,126 kg)
were landed in Massachusetts, creating
a 47,122 lb (21,374 kg) overage that was
deducted from the amount allocated for
landings in the State during 2000 (65 FR
33486, May 24, 2000). The resulting
2000 quota for Massachusetts is 710,712
lb (322,374 kg).

Section 648.101(b) requires the
Administrator, Northeast Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator) to monitor
state commercial quotas and to
determine when a state’s commercial
quota is harvested. The Regional
Administrator is further required to

publish a notification in the Federal
Register advising a state and notifying
Federal vessel and dealer permit holders
that, effective upon a specific date, the
state’s commercial quota has been
harvested and no commercial quota is
available for landing summer flounder
in that state. The Regional
Administrator has determined, based
upon dealer reports and other available
information, that the State of
Massachusetts has attained its quota for
2000.

The regulations at § 648.4(b) provide
that Federal permit holders agree as a
condition of the permit not to land
summer flounder in any state that the
Regional Administrator has determined
no longer has commercial quota
available. Therefore, effective 0001
hours, August 17, 2000, further landings
of summer flounder in Massachusetts by
vessels holding summer flounder
commercial Federal fisheries permits
are prohibited for the remainder of the
2000 calendar year, unless additional
quota becomes available through a
transfer and is announced in the
Federal Register. Effective 0001 hours,
August 17, 2000, federally permitted
dealers are also advised that they may
not purchase summer flounder from
federally permitted vessels that land in
Massachusetts for the remainder of the
calendar year, or until additional quota
becomes available through a transfer.

Classification

This action is required by 50 CFR part
648 and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 11, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–20993 Filed 8–16–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F
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