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Environmental Review

This proposal will be subjected to an
environmental analysis in accordance
with FAA Order 1050.1D, Procedures
for Handling Environmental Impacts,
prior to any FAA final regulatory action.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 73

Airspace, Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend 14 CFR part 73 as
follows:

PART 73—SPECIAL USE AIRSPACE

1. The authority citation for part 73
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40103, 40113,
40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 1959–
1963 Comp., p. 389.

§ 73.63 [Amended]
2. § 73.63 is amended as follows:

* * * * *

R–6312 Cotulla, TX [Amended]

By removing the current designated
altitudes and substituting the following:

Designated Altitudes

Surface to FL 230, excluding the area
west of a line between lat. 28°17′41″ N.,
long. 98°47′56″ W.; and lat. 28°11′56″
N., long. 98°48′01″ W.; and the area
along Highway 624 extending 1⁄4 mile
each side where the floor is 1,000 feet
AGL.
* * * * *

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 30,
2001.
Reginald C. Matthews,
Manager, Airspace and Rules Division.
[FR Doc. 01–8438 Filed 4–4–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 100

[CGD05–00–044]

RIN 2115–AE46

Special Local Regulations for Marine
Events; Chester River, Kent Island
Narrows, MD

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to
establish permanent special local
regulations for fireworks displays held
over the waters of the Chester River,

Kent Island Narrows, Maryland. These
special local regulations are necessary to
provide for the safety of life on
navigable waters during the events. This
action is intended to restrict vessel
traffic in portions of the Chester River
before, during and after the fireworks
displays.
DATES: Comments and related material
must reach the Coast Guard on or before
June 4, 2001.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments
and related material to Commander
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004, or deliver them to the same
address between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Comments and materials
received from the public as well as
documents indicated in this preamble as
being available in the docket, are part of
this docket and are available for
inspection or copying at Commander
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004, between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chief Warrant Officer R. Houck, Marine
Events Coordinator, Commander, Coast
Guard Activities Baltimore, 2401
Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore,
Maryland, 21226–1791, telephone
number (410) 576–2674.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments
We encourage you to participate in

this rulemaking by submitting
comments and related material. If you
do so, please include your name and
address, identify the docket number for
this rulemaking (CGD05–00–044),
indicate the specific section of this
document to which each comment
applies, and give the reason for each
comment. Please submit all comments
and related material in an unbound
format, no larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches,
suitable for copying. The comment
period for this regulation is 60 (sixty)
days. This time period is adequate since
the event is well publicized in the local
maritime community. If you would like
to know that your comments reached us,
please enclose a stamped, self-addressed
postcard or envelope. We will consider
all comments and material received
during the comment period. We may
change this proposed rule in view of
them.

Public Meeting
We do not plan to hold a public

meeting. But you may submit a request
for a meeting by writing to Commander

(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004, explaining why one would
be beneficial. If we determine that one
would aid this rulemaking, we will hold
one at a time and place announced by
a later notice in the Federal Register.

Background and Purpose

At various times throughout the year,
fireworks displays are held over the
waters of the Chester River, Kent Island
Narrows, Maryland. The events consist
of pyrotechnic displays fired from a
barge positioned north of Kent Island
Narrows, Maryland. A fleet of spectator
vessels gathers nearby to view the
fireworks displays. Due to the dangers
inherent in fireworks displays, vessel
traffic will need to be temporarily
restricted to provide for the safety of
spectators and transiting vessels.

Discussion of Proposed Rule

The Coast Guard will establish special
local regulations on specified waters of
the Chester River for fireworks displays.
The special local regulations will
restrict general navigation in the
regulated area before, during and after
the events. Except for persons or vessels
authorized by the Coast Guard Patrol
Commander, no person or vessel may
enter or remain in the regulated area.
These regulations are needed to control
vessel traffic during the fireworks
display to enhance the safety of
spectators and transiting vessels.

Regulatory Evaluation

This proposed rule is not a
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under
section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866
and does not require an assessment of
potential costs and benefits under
section 6(a)(3) of that Order. The Office
of Management and Budget has not
reviewed it under that Order. It is not
significant under the regulatory policies
and procedures of the Department of
Transportation (DOT) (44 FR 11040;
February 26, 1979).

We expect the economic impact of
this proposed rule to be so minimal that
a full Regulatory Evaluation under
paragraph 10e of the regulatory policies
and procedures of DOT is unnecessary.

Although this proposed regulation
will prevent traffic from transiting a
portion of the Chester River during the
events, the effect of this regulation will
not be significant due to the limited
duration that the regulated area will be
in effect and the extensive advance
notifications that will be made to the
maritime community via the Local
Notice to Mariners, marine information
broadcasts, and area newspapers, so
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mariners can adjust their plans
accordingly.

Small Entities
Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act

(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), we considered
whether this proposed rule would have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The term ‘‘small entities’’ comprises
small businesses, not-for-profit
organizations that are independently
owned and operated and are not
dominant in their fields, and
governmental jurisdictions with
populations of less than 50,000.

The Coast Guard certifies under 5
U.S.C. 605(b) that this rule will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

This rule will affect the following
entities, some of which may be small
entities: the owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit or anchor in
the effected portions of the Chester
River during the event.

Although this proposed regulation
will prevent traffic from transiting or
anchoring in a portion of the Chester
River during the events, the effect of this
regulation will not be significant
because of the limited duration that the
regulated area will be in effect and the
extensive advance notifications that will
be made to the maritime community via
the Local Notice to Mariners, marine
information broadcasts, and area
newspapers, so mariners can adjust
their plans accordingly.

If you think that your business,
organization or governmental
jurisdiction qualifies as a small entity
and that this proposed rule would have
a significant economic impact on it,
please submit a comment (see
ADDRESSES) explaining why you think it
qualifies and how and to what degree
this proposed rule would economically
affect it.

Assistance for Small Entities
Under section 213(a) of the Small

Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–
121), we want to assist small entities in
understanding this proposed rule so that
they can better evaluate its effects on
them and participate in the rulemaking.
If the rule would affect your small
business, organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please contact Commander
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004.

Small businesses may send comments
on the actions of Federal employees
who enforce, or otherwise determine

compliance with, Federal regulations to
the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards. The
Ombudsman evaluates these actions
annually and rates each agency’s
responsiveness to small business. If you
wish to comment on actions by
employees of the Coast Guard, call 1–
888–REG–FAIR (1–888–734–3247).

Collection of Information
This proposed rule would call for no

new collection of information under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501–3520).

Federalism
We have analyzed this proposed rule

under Executive Order 13132 and have
determined that this rule does not have
implications for federalism under that
Order.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531–1538) governs
the issuance of Federal regulations that
require unfunded mandates. An
unfunded mandate is a regulation that
requires a State, local, or tribal
government or the private sector to
incur direct costs without the Federal
Government’s having first provided the
funds to pay those costs. This proposed
rule will not impose an unfunded
mandate.

Taking of Private Property
This proposed rule will not effect a

taking of private property or otherwise
have taking implications under
Executive Order 12630, Governmental
Actions and Interference with
Constitutionally Protected Property
Rights.

Civil Justice Reform
This proposed rule meets applicable

standards in sections 3(a) and 3(b)(2) of
Executive Order 12988, Civil Justice
Reform, to minimize litigation,
eliminate ambiguity, and reduce
burden.

Protection of Children
We have analyzed this proposed rule

under Executive Order 13045,
Protection of Children from
Environmental Health Risks and Safety
Risks. This rule is not an economically
significant rule and does not concern an
environmental risk to health or risk to
safety that may disproportionately affect
children.

Environment
We prepared an ‘‘Environmental

Assessment’’ in accordance with

Commandant Instruction M16475.1C,
and determined that this rule will not
significantly affect the quality of the
human environment. The
‘‘Environmental Assessment’’ and
‘‘Finding of No Significant Impact’’ is
available in the docket where indicated
under ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 100

Marine safety, Navigation (water),
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard proposes to
amend 33 CFR Part 100 as follows:

PART 100—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for Part 100
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 1233 through 1236; 49
CFR 1.46; 33 CFR 100.35.

2. Add § 100.506 to read as follows:

§ 100.506 Fireworks Displays, Chester
River, Kent Island Narrows, Maryland.

(a) Definitions—(1) Regulated Area.
The regulated area is defined as the
waters of the Chester River enclosed
within the arc of a circle with a radius
of 150 yards and with its center located
at latitude 38°58′36″ N, longitude
076°14′18″ W. All coordinates reference
Datum NAD 1983.

(2) Coast Guard Patrol Commander.
The Coast Guard Patrol Commander is
a commissioned, warrant, or petty
officer of the Coast Guard who has been
designated by the Commander, Coast
Guard Activities Baltimore.

(3) Official Patrol. The Official Patrol
is any vessel assigned or approved by
Commander, Coast Guard Activities
Baltimore with a commissioned,
warrant, or petty officer on board and
displaying a Coast Guard ensign.

(b) Special Local Regulations. (1)
Except for persons or vessels authorized
by the Coast Guard Patrol Commander,
no person or vessel may enter or remain
in the regulated area.

(2) The operator of any vessel in these
areas shall:

(i) Stop the vessel immediately when
directed to do so by any official patrol.

(ii) Proceed as directed by any official
patrol.

(c) Effective Dates: This section is
effective annually from 8:30 p.m. on
July 4 until 9:30 p.m. on July 5 and from
8:30 p.m. on the first Sunday in
September until 9:30 p.m. on the
following day.

(d) Enforcement Times: It is expected
that this section will be enforced
annually from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on
July 4 and on the first Sunday in
September. However, if the event is
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postponed due to inclement weather,
then this section will be enforced the
next day. Notice of the enforcement
time will be given via Marine Safety
Radio Broadcast on VHF–FM marine
band radio, Channel 22 (157.1 MHz).

Dated: March 23, 2001.
J.E. Shkor,
Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, Commander,
Fifth Coast Guard District.
[FR Doc. 01–8312 Filed 4–4–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–15–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 194

[FRL–6963–4]

RIN 2060–AG85

Waste Characterization Program
Documents Applicable to Transuranic
Radioactive Waste From the Rocky
Flats Environmental Technology Site
for Disposal at the Waste Isolation
Pilot Plant

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Notice of availability; opening
of public comment period.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is announcing the
availability of, and soliciting public
comments for 30 days on, Department of
Energy (DOE) documents applicable to
characterization of transuranic (TRU)
radioactive waste at the Rocky Flats
Environmental Technology Site (RFETS)
proposed for disposal at the Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). The
documents are available for review in
the public dockets listed in ADDRESSES.
We will conduct an inspection of waste
characterization systems and processes
at RFETS to verify that the proposed
nondestructive assay processes at
RFETS can characterize transuranic
waste in accordance with EPA’s WIPP
compliance criteria. EPA will perform
this inspection the week of April 23,
2001.
DATES: EPA is requesting public
comment on the document. Comments
must be received by EPA’s official Air
Docket on or before May 7, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
submitted to: Docket No. A–98–49, Air
Docket, Room M–1500 (LE–131), U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 401
M Street, SW., Washington, DC 20460.
The DOE documents are available for
review in the official EPA Air Docket in
Washington, DC, Docket No. A–98–49,
Category II–A2, and at the following
three EPA WIPP informational docket

locations in New Mexico: in Carlsbad at
the Municipal Library, Hours: Monday–
Thursday, 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Friday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Sunday 1
p.m.–5 p.m.; in Albuquerque at the
Government Publications Department,
Zimmerman Library, University of New
Mexico, Hours: vary by semester; and in
Santa Fe at the New Mexico State
Library, Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–
5 p.m.

As provided in EPA’s regulations at
40 CFR part 2, and in accordance with
normal EPA docket procedures, if
copies of any docket materials are
requested, a reasonable fee may be
charged for photocopying.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott Monroe, Office of Radiation and
Indoor Air, (202) 564–9310, or call
EPA’s toll-free WIPP Information Line,
1–800–331–WIPP.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
DOE has opened the WIPP near

Carlsbad, New Mexico, as a deep
geologic repository for disposal of TRU
radioactive waste. As defined by the
WIPP Land Withdrawal Act (LWA) of
1992 (Public Law 102–579), as amended
(Public Law 104–201), TRU waste
consists of materials containing
elements having atomic numbers greater
than 92 (with half-lives greater than
twenty years), in concentrations greater
than 100 nanocuries of alpha-emitting
TRU isotopes per gram of waste. Much
of the existing TRU waste consists of
items contaminated during the
production of nuclear weapons, such as
rags, equipment, tools, and sludges.

On May 13, 1998, we announced our
final compliance certification decision
to the Secretary of Energy (published
May 18, 1998, 63 FR 27354). This
decision stated that the WIPP will
comply with EPA’s radioactive waste
disposal regulations at 40 CFR part 191,
subparts B and C.

The final WIPP certification decision
includes conditions that: (1) Prohibit
shipment of TRU waste for disposal at
WIPP from any site other than the Los
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL)
until the EPA determines that the site
has established and executed a quality
assurance program, in accordance with
§§ 194.22(a)(2)(i), 194.24(c)(3), and
194.24(c)(5) for waste characterization
activities and assumptions (Condition 2
of appendix A to 40 CFR part 194); and
(2) prohibit shipment of TRU waste for
disposal at WIPP from any site other
than LANL until the EPA has approved
the procedures developed to comply
with the waste characterization
requirements of § 194.22(c)(4)
(Condition 3 of appendix A to 40 CFR

part 194). Our approval process for
waste generator sites is described in
§ 194.8. As part of our decision-making
process, the DOE is required to submit
to us documents describing the quality
assurance and waste characterization
programs at each DOE waste generator
site seeking approval for shipment of
TRU radioactive waste to WIPP. In
accordance with § 194.8, we place these
documents in the official Air Docket in
Washington, DC, and in supplementary
dockets in the State of New Mexico, for
public review and comment.

EPA approved the required quality
assurance program at RFETS in March
1999. EPA also approved certain waste
characterization processes at RFETS
after several subsequent inspection
throughout 1999 and 2000. DOE is
proposing to use additional
nondestructive assay processes that EPA
did not previously inspect at RFETS.
EPA will conduct a inspection of RFETS
during the week of April 23, 2001, to
verify that the proposed processes are
effective as part of the system of
controls for waste characterization in
accordance with 40 CFR 194.24.

We have placed the operating
procedures for the proposed
nondestructive radioassay equipment in
the public docket described in
ADDRESSES. The procedures are entitled,
‘‘Operating Building 569 Drum
Tomographic Gamma Scanner, PRO–
1007–TGS–569–02, Rev. 0, 3/9/01,’’
‘‘Operating Building 569 Passive/Active
Drum Counter, PRO–666–PADC569,
Rev. 1, 2/23/01,’’ ‘‘Operating Building
569 FRAM Gamma Spectroscopy
System, PRO–1092–FRAM–569, Rev 1,
3/9/01,’’ and ‘‘Operating the Super High
Efficiency Neutron Coincidence
(SuperHENC) Counter Mobile Assay
System, PRO–957–SuperHENC,
Revision 3, 2/23/01.’’ In accordance
with 40 CFR 194.8, as amended by the
final certification decision, we are
providing the public 30 days to
comment on these documents.

If we determine as a result of the
inspection that the proposed processes
at RFETS adequately control the
characterization of transuranic waste,
we will notify DOE by letter and place
the letter in the official Air Docket in
Washington, DC, as well as in the three
duplicate dockets in New Mexico. A
letter of approval will allow the DOE to
ship from RFETS the TRU waste that
may be characterized using the
approved processes. We will not make
a determination of compliance prior to
the inspection or before the 30-day
comment period has closed.

Information on the certification
decision is filed in the official EPA Air
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