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(1) * * *
(iv) * * *
(G) Land loans;
(H) Nonresidential construction loans;

* * * * *

§ 567.7 [Removed]

7. Section 567.7 is removed.
Dated: May 6, 2002.
By the Office of Thrift Supervision.

James E. Gilleran,
Director.
[FR Doc. 02–11673 Filed 5–9–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6720–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA–2002–12007; Airspace
Docket No. 02–ACE–02]

Revision of Federal Airway V–220; NE

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action corrects the legal
description of Federal Airway 220 (V–
220) between McCook, NE, and
Kearney, NE. The current description
incorrectly includes a reference to
Grande Island, NE.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 0901 UTC, August 8,
2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Rohring, Airspace and Rules
Division, ATA–400, Office of Air Traffic
Airspace Management, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267–8783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On November 21, 2001, a review of
Federal airways in the Kearney, NE, area
revealed that the current legal
description of V–220 contained an
inadvertent reference to Grande Island,
NE. The description should refer to the
‘‘Kearney, NE, 237° radial’’ rather than
the ‘‘Grande Island, NE, 241° radial.’’
This action corrects that error.

The Rule

This amendment to 14 CFR part 71
corrects the legal description of V–220
between McCook, NE, and Kearney, NE.
Specifically, the ‘‘Grande Island, NE,
241° radial’’ is changed to read
‘‘Kearney, NE, 237° radial.’’

Since this action simply corrects the
legal description by removing the

reference to Grande Island, NE, I find
that notice and public procedure under
5 U.S.C. 553(b) are impracticable and
contrary to the public interest.

This regulation is limited to an
established body of technical
regulations for which frequent and
routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current. It,
therefore—(1) is not a ‘‘significant
regulatory action’’ under Executive
Order 12866; (2) is not a ‘‘significant
rule’’ under DOT Regulatory Policies
and Procedures (44 FR 11034; February
26, 1979); and (3) does not warrant
preparation of a regulatory evaluation as
the anticipated impact is so minimal.
Since it has been determined that this
is a routine matter that will only affect
air traffic procedures and air navigation,
it is certified that this rule will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Federal airways are published in
paragraph 6010(a) of FAA Order 7400.9J
dated August 31, 2001, and effective
September 16, 2001, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Federal airway listed in this
document will be published
subsequently in the Order.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1D, Policies and Procedures
for Considering Environmental Impacts.
This airspace action is not expected to
cause any potentially significant
environmental impacts, and no
extraordinary circumstances exist that
warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR Part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
CLASS B, CLASS C, CLASS D, AND
CLASS E, AIRSPACE AREAS;
AIRWAYS; ROUTES; AND REPORTING
POINTS

1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40103, 40113,
40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 1959–
1963 Comp., p. 389.

§ 71.1 [Revised]

2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of the Federal Aviation
Administration Order 7400.9J, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 31, 2001, and effective
September 16, 2001, is amended as
follows:
Paragraph 6010(a)—Domestic VOR Federal

Airways

* * * * *
V–220 [REVISED]

From Grand Junction, CO; INT Grand
Junction, 075° and Rifle, CO, 163° radials;
Rifle; Meeker, CO; Hayden, CO; Kremmling,
CO; INT Kremmling 081° and Gill, CO, 234°
radials; Gill; Akron, CO; INT Akron 094° and
McCook, NE, 264° radials; McCook; INT
McCook 072° and Kearney, NE, 237° radials;
Kearney; Hastings, NE; Columbus, NE.

* * * * *
Issued in Washington, DC, on April 29,

2002.
Reginald C. Matthews,
Manager, Airspace and Rules Division.
[FR Doc. 02–11657 Filed 5–9–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 117

[CGD09–01–148]

RIN–2115–AE47

Drawbridge Operation Regulations;
Chicago River, IL

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Interim rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is revising
the operating regulation governing
drawbridges over Chicago River
waterways. This interim rule adds one
bridge to the current list of bridges not
required to open for navigation, and
removes the requirement for two to
open on signal for commercial vessels
due to the recent increases in their
vertical clearances. This interim rule
also requires 12-hours advance notice
from commercial vessels year-round for
City of Chicago movable bridges;
updates ownership of certain railroad
bridges; and specifies rush hour times
that City of Chicago bridges will not be
required to open for any vessels.
DATES: This interim rule is effective
June 10, 2002. Comments and related
material must reach the Coast Guard on
or before June 30, 2002.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments
and related material to Commander
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(obr), Ninth Coast Guard District, 1240 
East Ninth Street, Room 2019, 
Cleveland, OH, 44199–2060. Ninth 
Coast Guard District maintains the 
public docket for this rulemaking. 
Comments and material received from 
the public, as well as documents 
indicated in this preamble as being 
available in the docket, will become part 
of this docket (CGD09–01–148) and are 
available for inspection or copying at 
the address above between 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Scot M. Striffler, Project Manager, Ninth 
Coast Guard District Bridge Branch, at 
(216) 902–6084.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Request for Comments 

The Coast Guard encourages 
interested persons to participate in this 
rulemaking by submitting written data, 
views or arguments for or against this 
rule. Persons submitting comments 
should include names and addresses, 
identify the rulemaking (CGD09–01–
148) and the specific section of this rule 
to which each comment applies, and 
give the reason(s) for each comment. 
Please submit all comments and 
attachments in an unbound format, no 
larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches, suitable for 
copying and electronic filing. Persons 
wanting acknowledgement of receipt of 
comments should enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed postcard or envelope. 

Public Meeting 

The Coast Guard plans no public 
hearing. Individuals may request a 
public hearing by writing to the address 
under ADDRESSES. The request should 
include the reasons why a hearing 
would be beneficial. If the Coast Guard 
determines that the opportunity for oral 
presentation will aid this rulemaking, 
we will hold a public hearing at a time 
and place announced by a subsequent 
notice in the Federal Register. 

Regulatory Information 

Commander, Ninth Coast Guard 
District, published a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) on December 27, 
2001 (66 FR 66865). No public hearing 
was requested, and none was held. The 
NPRM included some formatting errors 
that have been corrected in this interim 
rule. The text of the NPRM contained no 
errors. 

The Coast Guard received one written 
comment. The writer requested that the 
morning rush-hour period when all city 
bridges may remain closed be altered. 
Instead of the originally proposed hours 
of 7 a.m. to 10 a.m., Monday through 

Friday, that the bridges could remain 
closed to vessels, the writer requested 
that the time be changed to 7 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m. The Coast Guard determined 
that this change would properly provide 
for the reasonable needs of navigation 
and has been incorporated into this 
interim rule.

A non-written comment to the NPRM 
involved the time of year that the 
proposed change was open for 
comments from the public. The Coast 
Guard determined that it would be 
appropriate to issue this interim rule to 
make the regulation effective, but 
provide for another comment period 
during the boating season. 

Background and Purpose 
The City of Chicago requested that 

Commander, Ninth Coast Guard District, 
revise the operating regulations for 
Chicago City operated drawbridges over 
Chicago River waterways. The primary 
changes are: (1) Remove the 
requirements for Kinzie Street bridge 
over the North Branch and Cermak Road 
bridge over the South Branch to open on 
signal for commercial vessels due to 
restrictive clearances. Both bridges have 
been raised to provide vertical 
clearances consistent with other fixed 
and movable bridges on the Chicago 
River system. (2) Add Division Street 
bridge over the North Branch of Chicago 
River to the current list of drawbridges 
not required to open for vessels. (3) 
Require a 12-hour advance notice 
requirement for bridge openings from 
commercial vessels for City of Chicago 
movable bridges throughout the year. (4) 
Change rush hour times (7 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.—Monday 
through Friday, with the exception of 
Federal holidays) that City of Chicago 
bridges would not be required to open 
for any vessels. 

Discussion of Interim Rule 
The current operating regulations for 

Chicago River bridges are contained in 
33 CFR 117.391. This section was last 
changed on October 6, 1995 (60 FR 
52311) to establish opening schedules 
for recreational vessels. This rule only 
alters the sections pertaining to 
recreational vessels by specifying rush 
hour times (7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 4 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.—Monday through 
Friday, with the exception of Federal 
holidays) that bridges would not be 
required to open. 

The City of Chicago requested that 
both Kinzie Street bridge over North 
Branch and Cermak Road bridge over 
South Branch be granted the same status 
as all other City of Chicago bridges and 
only be required to open for commercial 
vessels if at least 12-hours advance 

notice is provided. The bridges have 
been raised to provide vertical 
clearances consistent with other fixed 
and movable bridges on the Chicago 
River system. 

The City has also requested that 
Division Street bridge over North 
Branch not be required to open for 
vessels. This would place the bridge in 
the same status as all other City bridges 
for a vessel proceeding northbound on 
North Branch above Division Street. 
There is adequate clearance for 
commercial vessels equipped with 
retractable pilothouses to pass under 
each of these bridges. There are 
currently no recreational vessel facilities 
from Division Street northward that 
require the opening of drawbridges for 
masted vessels. A marina south of 
Division Street services masted vessels, 
therefore, all bridges southward are still 
required to open in accordance with the 
articles pertaining to recreational 
vessels. Bridge opening logs provided 
by the City indicate that the last request 
for a bridge opening at Division Street 
occurred in 1982. 

Drawbridges allowed to stay closed to 
navigation through this rule may be 
required to be made operational again 
within a reasonable time if ordered by 
the District Commander in the future. 

This rule also updates the current 
ownership of railroad bridges on 
Chicago River and removes the 
emergency provisions specifically listed 
in paragraph (e). These provisions apply 
to all drawbridges, as set out in 33 CFR 
117.31, and need not be re-stated in this 
regulation. 

Regulatory Evaluation 
This rule is not a ‘‘significant 

regulatory action’’ under section 3(f) of 
Executive Order 12866, Regulatory 
Planning and Review, and does not 
require an assessment of potential costs 
and benefits under section 6(a)(3) of that 
order. The Office of Management and 
Budget has not reviewed it under that 
Order. It is not ‘‘significant’’ under the 
regulatory policies and procedures of 
the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
(44 FR 11040; February 26, 1979). The 
Coast Guard expects the economic 
impact of this rule to be so minimal that 
a full Regulatory Evaluation under 
paragraph 10e of the regulatory policies 
and procedures of DOT is unnecessary. 

This determination is based on the 
current and prospective facilities and 
needs of all navigation on the Chicago 
River system. 

Small Entities 
Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act 

(5 U.S.C. 601–612), the Coast Guard has 
considered whether this rule will have 
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a significant impact on a substantial 
number of small entities. ‘‘Small 
entities’’ may include small businesses 
and not-for-profit organizations that are 
independently owned and operated and 
are not dominant in their fields, and 
governmental jurisdictions with 
populations of less than 50,000 people. 

The identified small entities operating 
on Chicago River will not be 
significantly affected by the rule. 
Marinas located on the North Branch 
and South Branch of Chicago River will 
still have bridge openings during 
designated times. However, rush hour 
times, where no openings would be 
required, have been expanded. These 
entities do not require openings of 
bridges from Division Street northward 
on North Branch. In addition, the three 
identified commercial tug companies 
operating on Chicago River do not 
require openings of Chicago City 
bridges. 

Therefore, the Coast Guard certifies 
under 5 U.S.C 605(b) that this rule will 
not have a significant economic impact 
on a substantial number of small 
entities. 

If you think that your business, 
organization, or governmental 
jurisdiction qualifies as a small entity 
and that this rule will have a significant 
economic impact on it, please submit a 
comment (see ADDRESSES) explaining 
why you think it qualifies and how and 
to what degree this rule will 
economically affect it. 

Assistance for Small Entities 

Under section 213(a) of the Small 
Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104–121), 
we want to assist small entities in 
understanding this rule so that they can 
better evaluate its effects on them and 
participate in the rulemaking. If the rule 
would affect your small business, 
organization, or governmental 
jurisdiction and you have questions 
concerning its provisions or options for 
compliance, please contact the Bridge 
Administration Branch, Ninth Coast 
Guard District, at the address above. 

Collection of Information

This rule would call for no new 
collection of information requirement 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 
U.S.C. 3520). 

Federalism 

The Coast Guard has analyzed this 
rule under the principles and criteria 
contained in Executive Order 13132, 
and determined that it does not have 
federalism implications under that 
Order. 

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531–1538) requires 
Federal agencies to assess the effects of 
their discretionary regulatory actions. In 
particular, the Act addresses actions 
that may result in the expenditure by a 
State, local, or tribal government, in the 
aggregate, or by the private sector of 
$100,000,000 or more in any one year. 
Though this rule will not result in such 
expenditure, we do discuss the effects of 
this rule elsewhere in this preamble. 

Taking of Private Property 

This rule will not effect a taking of 
private property or otherwise have 
taking implications under Executive 
Order 12630, Governmental Actions and 
Interference with Constitutionally 
Protected Property Rights. 

Civil Justice Reform 

This rule meets applicable standards 
in sections 3(a) and 3(b)(2) of Executive 
Order 12988, Civil Justice Reform, to 
minimize litigation, eliminate 
ambiguity, and reduce burden. 

Protection of Children 

We have analyzed this rule under 
Executive Order 13045, Protection of 
Children from Environmental Health 
Risks and Safety Risks. This rule is not 
an economically significant rule and 
does not concern an environmental risk 
to health or risk to safety that may 
disproportionately affect children. 

Indian Tribal Governments 

This rule does not have tribal 
implications under Executive Order 
13175, Consultation and Coordination 
with Indian Tribal Governments, 
because it will not have a substantial 
direct effect on one or more Indian 
tribes, on the relationship between the 
Federal Government and Indian tribes, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibility between the Federal 
Government and Indian tribes. 

Energy Effects 

We have analyzed this rule under 
Executive Order 13211, Actions 
Concerning Regulations That 
Significantly Affect Energy Supply, 
Distribution, or Use. We have 
determined that it is not a ‘‘significant 
energy action’’ under that order because 
it is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’ 
under Executive Order 12866 and it is 
not likely to have a significant adverse 
effect on the supply, distribution, or use 
of energy. It has not been designated by 
the Administrator of the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs as a 
significant energy action. Therefore, it 

does not require a Statement of Energy 
Effects under Executive Order 13211. 

Environment 
The Coast Guard considered the 

environmental impact of this rule and 
concluded that, under figure 2–1, 
paragraph 32(e) of Commandant 
Instruction M16475.lD, this rule is 
categorically excluded from further 
environmental documentation. A 
‘‘Categorical Exclusion Determination’’ 
is available in the docket where 
indicated under ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 117 
Bridges.
For reasons set out in the preamble, 

the Coast Guard amends 33 CFR part 
117 as follows:

PART 117—DRAWBRIDGE 
OPERATION REGULATIONS 

1. The authority citation for Part 117 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 499; 49 CFR 1.46; 33 
CFR 1.05–1(g); section 117.255 also issued 
under the authority of Pub. L. 102–587, 106 
Stat. 5039.

2. In § 117.391, revise the 
introductory text to the section, 
paragraph (a), paragraphs (b)(1)(iv) and 
(b)(2), and paragraph (c); and remove 
paragraphs (b)(3), (d), and (e), to read as 
follows:

§ 117.391 Chicago River. 
The draws of the bridges operated by 

the City of Chicago over the Main 
Branch of Chicago River, the bridges on 
the North Branch of Chicago River from 
the Main Branch to North Halsted 
Street, mile 2.65, and bridges on the 
South Branch of Chicago River from the 
Main Branch to South Ashland Avenue, 
mile 4.47, shall operate as follows: 

(a) For commercial vessels, all bridges 
shall open on signal if at least 12-hours 
advance notice is provided to the 
Chicago City Bridge Desk prior to the 
intended time of passage; except that, 
from Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., and 
between the hours of 4 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m., except for Federal holidays, the 
draws need not open for the passage of 
vessels. 

(b) * * * 
(1) * * * 
(iv) The draws shall open at times in 

addition to those listed in paragraphs 
(b)(1)(i) through (b)(1)(iii) of this 
section, after notice has been given at 
least 20 hours in advance requesting 
passage for a flotilla of at least five 
vessels. However, the bridges need not 
open Monday through Friday from 7 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and 4 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m., except for Federal holidays. 

VerDate Apr<24>2002 10:08 May 09, 2002 Jkt 197001 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\10MYR1.SGM pfrm13 PsN: 10MYR1



31730 Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 91 / Friday, May 10, 2002 / Rules and Regulations 

(2) From December 1 through March 
31, the draws shall open on signal if at 
least 48 hours notice is given. However, 
the bridges need not open Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., 
and 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., except for 
Federal holidays. 

(c) The following bridges need not be 
opened for the passage of vessels: The 
draws of South Damen Avenue, mile 
6.14, over South Branch of Chicago 
River; all highway drawbridges between 
South Western Avenue, mile 6.7, and 
Willow Springs Road, mile 19.4, over 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal; North 
Halsted Street, mile 2.85, and Division 
Street, mile 2.99, over North Branch 
Canal of Chicago River; and Division 
Street, mile 3.30, North Avenue, mile 
3.81, Cortland Avenue, mile 4.48, 
Webster Avenue, mile 4.85, North 
Ashland Avenue, mile 4.90, and Union 
Pacific Railroad, mile 5.01, over North 
Branch of Chicago River.

Dated: April 29, 2002. 
James D. Hull, 
Rear Admiral, Coast Guard, Commander, 
Ninth Coast Guard District.
[FR Doc. 02–11717 Filed 5–9–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard 

33 CFR Part 165 

[CGD07–01–037] 

RIN 2115–AE84 

Regulated Navigation Area; Savannah 
River, Georgia

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is 
establishing a temporary Regulated 
Navigation Area (RNA) on a portion of 
the Savannah River to regulate 
waterway traffic when vessels carrying 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) are 
transiting or moored on the Savannah 
River. This action is necessary because 
of the size, draft, and volatile cargo of 
LNG tankships. This rule enhances 
public and maritime safety by 
minimizing the risk of collision, allision 
or grounding and the possible release of 
LNG.
DATES: This rule is effective from 12:01 
a.m. on May 4, 2002 until 11:59 p.m. on 
June 30, 2002.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments 
and related material to Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Office Savannah, Juliette 
Gordon Low Federal Building, Suite 
1017, 100 W. Oglethorpe, Savannah, 

Georgia 31401. Coast Guard Marine 
Safety Office Savannah maintains the 
public docket for this rulemaking. 
Comments and material received from 
the public, as well as documents 
indicated in this preamble as being 
available in the docket [CGD07–01–
037], will become part of this docket 
and will be available for inspection or 
copying at Marine Safety Office 
Savannah, between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lieutenant Commander James Hanzalik 
at the Marine Safety Office Savannah; 
phone (912) 652–4353 extension 205.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Regulatory Information 

On June 19, 2001 we published a 
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) 
in the Federal Register entitled 
‘‘Regulated Navigation Area; Savannah 
River, Georgia’’ (66 FR 32915). The 
Coast Guard received 22 letters 
commenting on the proposed rule. No 
public hearing was requested, and none 
was held. 

Since immediate action was necessary 
to protect the public from the dangers 
associated with transporting LNG, on 
October 10, 2001, we published a 
temporary final rule in the Federal 
Register entitled ‘‘Regulated Navigation 
Area; Savannah River, Georgia’’ (66 FR 
51562) creating a temporary rule while 
we published a Supplemental Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking (SNPRM) and 
received comments. 

Due in part to the comments we 
received and changes to the initial 
NPRM, on December 14, 2001, we 
published a SNPRM in the Federal 
Register entitled ‘‘Regulated Navigation 
Area; Savannah River, Georgia’’ (66 FR 
64778), offering the public the 
opportunity to comment on our revised 
proposal. The Coast Guard received 
three letters commenting on the 
supplemental proposed rule. No public 
hearing was requested, and none was 
held. 

Because the original temporary rule 
has expired, the Coast Guard is issuing 
this temporary final rule to respond to 
the dangers associated with Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) vessels while 
comments to the SNPRM are considered 
and the final rule is being prepared. 

We did not publish a notice of 
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) for this 
regulation. Under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the 
Coast Guard finds that good cause exists 
for not publishing a NPRM because the 
terms in this temporary final rule have 
already been published for notice and 
comment in the Federal Register in the 

SNRPM (66 FR 64778) and previous 
temporary final rule (66 FR 51562) and 
publishing an additional NPRM, which 
would incorporate a comment period 
before a final rule could be issued, 
would be contrary to the public interest 
since immediate action is needed to 
protect the public, ports and waterways 
of the United States from the dangers 
associated with the transportation of 
LNG. 

For the reasons cited in the summary, 
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Coast 
Guard finds that good cause exists for 
making this rule effective less than 30 
days after publication in the Federal 
Register. 

Background and Purpose 
Since early October 2001, the port of 

Savannah has received LNG tankships 
at the Southern LNG Elba Island facility. 
Due to the expiration of the original 
temporary final rule on March 31, 2002, 
this new temporary final rule is 
necessary to protect the safety of life 
and property on the navigable waters 
from hazards associated with LNG 
activities. 

The Savannah River has a narrow and 
restricted channel with many bends. 
The LNG facility is located at one of 
these bends on Elba Island. The LNG 
tankship berth is located adjacent to and 
parallel with the toe of the shipping 
channel. Because of these factors, the 
hazardous nature of LNG and the 
substantial volume of deep draft vessel 
traffic in Savannah (approximately 5000 
annual transits), the risk of collision or 
allision involving an LNG tankship 
must be addressed. 

The Elba Island LNG facility has been 
struck by passing vessels twice in the 
past 20 years. In both instances the 
facility was inactive, however, damage 
to both the facility and vessels was 
extensive. The potential consequences 
from this type of allision would be 
significantly more severe with an LNG 
tankship moored at the Elba Island 
dock. This temporary final rule is 
needed to prevent incidents involving a 
LNG tankship in transit or while 
moored at the facility. 

Discussion of Comments and Changes 
The Coast Guard received twenty-two 

comment letters addressing the original 
notice of proposed rulemaking. These 
comments and our responses can be 
found in the SNRPM in the Federal 
Register (66 FR 64778) and the previous 
temporary final rule (66 FR 51562). The 
Coast Guard incorporated some of the 
comments and made content changes 
and other administrative and numbering 
corrections in the SNPRM published on 
December 14, 2001.
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