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(19) Indian Tribal Community 
Colleges means a post-secondary 
education institution which: (a) Is 
formally controlled, or has been 
officially sanctioned, or chartered, by 
the governing body of an Indian tribe or 
tribes, except no more than one such 
institution shall be recognized with 
respect to any such tribe; and (b) 
includes an institution listed in the 
Equity in Educational Land Grant Status 
Act of 1994, as amended (7 U.S.C. 301 
note). The 1994 Land-Grant Institutions 
are: Bay Mills Community College, 
Blackfeet Community College, 
Cankdeska Cikana Community College, 
College of Menominee Nation, 
Crownpoint Institute of Technology, D–
Q University, Dine Community College, 
Chief Dullknife Memorial College, Fond 
Du Lac Tribal and Community College, 
Fort Belknap College, Fort Berthold 
Community College, Fort Peck 
Community College, Haskell Indian 
Nations University, Institute of 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
Culture and Arts Development, Lac 
Courte Orielles Ojibwa Community 
College, Leech Lake Tribal College, 
Little Big Horn College, Little Priest 
Tribal College, Nebraska Indian 
Community College, Northwest Indian 
College, Oglala Lakota College, Salish 
Kootenai College, Sinte Gleska 
University, Sisseton Wahpeton 
Community College, Si Tanka/Huron 
University, Sitting Bull College, 
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic 
Institute, Stone Child College, Turtle 
Mountain Community College, United 
Tribes Technical College, and White 
Earth Tribal and Community College. 

(20) Institution of Higher Education 
means an educational institution in any 
State that (a) Admits as regular students 
only persons having a certificate of 
graduation from a school providing 
secondary education, or the recognized 
equivalent of such a certificate; (b) is 
legally authorized within such State to 
provide a program of education beyond 
secondary education; (c) provides an 
educational program for which the 
institution awards a bachelor’s degree or 
provides not less than a 2-year program 
that is acceptable for full credit toward 
such a degree; (d) is a public or other 
nonprofit institution; and (e) is 
accredited by a nationally recognized 
accrediting agency or association, or if 
not so accredited, is an institution that 
has been granted preaccreditation status 
by such an agency or association that 
has been recognized by the Secretary of 
Education for the granting of 
preaccreditation status, and the 
Secretary of Education has determined 
that there is satisfactory assurance that 

the institution will meet the 
accreditation standards of such an 
agency or association within a 
reasonable time. 

(21) Junior or Community College 
means an institution of higher 
education: (a) That admits as regular 
students persons who are beyond the 
age of compulsory school attendance in 
the State in which the institution is 
located and who have the ability to 
benefit from the training offered by the 
institution; (b) that does not provide an 
educational program for which the 
institution awards a bachelor’s degree 
(or an equivalent degree); and (c) that (i) 
provides an educational program for not 
less than 2 years in duration that is 
acceptable for full credit toward such a 
degree; or (ii) offers a 2-year program in 
engineering, mathematics, or the 
physical or biological sciences, designed 
to prepare a student to work as a 
technician or at the semiprofessional 
level in engineering, scientific, or other 
technological fields requiring an 
understanding and application of basic 
engineering, scientific, or mathematical 
principles of knowledge. 

(22) Low-income individual means an 
individual from a family whose taxable 
income for the preceding year did not 
exceed 150 percent of an amount equal 
to the poverty level determined using 
criteria of poverty established by the 
Bureau of the Census.

(23) Outreach means the use of formal 
and informal educational presentations, 
materials, website materials, etc. that are 
designed to inform socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
about USDA programs, other relevant 
and pertinent programs, and 
improvements in farm and ranch 
management in its many dimensions 
with the purpose of increasing 
participation in USDA programs and 
rates of ownership and operation of 
farms and ranches by members of 
socially disadvantaged groups. 

(24) Partnering means a joint effort 
among two or more institutions, 
organizations and/or other entities with 
the capacity to conduct projects 
intended and designed to accomplish 
the purpose of the program. 

(25) Peer review means an evaluation 
of a proposed project for scientific or 
technical quality and relevance 
performed by experts with the scientific 
knowledge and technical skills to 
conduct the proposed work or to give 
expert advice on the merits of a project. 

(26) Peer review panel means a group 
of experts qualified by training and/or 
experience in particular fields to 
evaluate eligible proposals in those 
fields submitted under this RFA. 

(27) Performance target means 
expected measurable accomplishments 
that can be used to document the extent 
of change brought about by the project. 

(28) Prior approval means written 
approval evidencing prior consent by an 
authorized departmental officer as 
defined in (7) above. 

(29) Project means the particular 
activity within the scope of the program 
supported by a grant award. 

(30) Project period means the period, 
as stated in the award document, during 
which Federal sponsorship begins and 
ends. 

(31) Project Director means the 
individual responsible for the technical 
direction and management of the 
project, as designated by the awardee in 
the proposal and approved by the 
Authorized Departmental Officer. 

(32) Secretary means the Secretary of 
Agriculture and any other officer or 
employee of the Department to whom 
the authority involved is delegated. 

(33) Socially disadvantaged farmer or 
rancher means a farmer or rancher who 
is a member of a socially disadvantaged 
group. 

(34) Socially disadvantaged group 
means a group whose members have 
been subjected to racial or ethnic 
prejudices because of their identity as 
members of a group without regard to 
their individual qualities. Socially 
disadvantaged groups include, but are 
not limited to, African Americans, 
Native Americans, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, Asians, and Pacific Islanders. 
The Secretary will determine on a case-
by-case basis whether additional groups 
qualify under this definition, either at 
the Secretary’s initiative or in response 
to a written request with supporting 
explanation.

Done at Washington, DC this 30th day of 
October, 2002. 
Colien Hefferan, 
Administrator, Cooperative State Research, 
Education, and Extension Service.
[FR Doc. 02–28159 Filed 11–5–02; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The USDA, Forest Service, 
will prepare an environmental impact 
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statement (EIS) to disclose the 
environmental effects of overstory and 
understory canopy thinning, prescribed 
burning, wildlife habitat enhancement, 
and hazardous fuels reduction located 
in the Main Boulder River drainage, 
Gallatin National Forest, Big Timber 
Ranger District, Sweet Grass County, 
Montana. 

The Gallatin National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan (Forest 
Plan) provides overall guidance for land 
management activities, including 
vegetation, natural fuels and road 
management, within the area. The 
proposed actions of overstory and 
understory canopy thinning, prescribed 
burning, and hazardous fuels reductions 
are being considered together because 
they represent either connected or 
cumulative actions as defined by the 
Council on Environmental Quality (40 
CFR 1508.25). This EIS will tier to the 
Gallatin Forest Plan Final EIS 
(September, 1987) as well as the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness Fire 
Management Guidebook (1993).
DATES: Written comments and 
suggestions should be received on or 
before December 6, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments 
and suggestions on the proposed 
management activities or a request to be 
placed on the project mailing list to Bill 
Avey, District Ranger, Big Timber 
Ranger District, Gallatin National Forest, 
PO Box 1130, Big Timber, Montana, 
59011–1130 (phone 406–932–5155).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A variety 
of fuel management treatments are 
proposed on approximately 1000 acres 
of forested land in the Main Boulder 
River drainage. 

The Gallatin Forest Plan provides the 
overall guidance for management 
activities in the potentially affected area 
through its goals, objectives, standards 
and guidelines, and management area 
direction. The primary goals of this 
project are to: (1) Reduce fuel loadings, 
where possible, along the corridor, to be 
more consistent with natural 
presuppression levels; (2) reduce fire 
hazard along the river corridor to 
provide evacuation staging areas and the 
maximum time possible for public 
evacuation in the event of a wildfire; 
and (3) provide maximum fire fighter 
and public safety. Secondary goals 
include improving wildlife habitat and 
improving fire protection in the 
wildland urban interface located within 
the Main Boulder River drainage. 

The project area consists of 
approximately 2500 acres of National 
Forest land located in T3S R12E, T4S 
R12E, T5S R12XE, and T6S R12E P.M. 
MT. The majority of the fuels treatments 

would occur within the Main Boulder 
River drainage and outside of the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness Area. 

The Forest Service will consider a 
range of alternatives. One of these will 
be the ‘‘no action’’ alternative, in which 
none of the proposed activities would 
be implemented. Additional alternatives 
will examine varying levels and 
locations for the proposed activities in 
response to issues and other resource 
values.

The EIS will analyze the direct, 
indirect, and cumulative environmental 
effects of the alternatives. Past, present, 
and projected activities on both private 
and National Forest lands will be 
considered, including the effects caused 
by recent and past harvesting and road 
construction on public and private 
lands. The EIS will disclose the analysis 
of site-specific mitigation measures and 
their effectiveness. 

Public participation is an important 
part of the analysis, commencing with 
the initial scoping process (40 CFR 
1501.7), which will occur during 
October 2002. In addition to this initial 
scoping, the public may visit Forest 
Service officials at any time during the 
analysis and prior to the decision. The 
Forest Service will be seeking 
information, comments, and assistance 
from Federal, State, and local agencies 
and other individuals or organizations 
who may be interested in or affected by 
the proposed action. No public meetings 
are scheduled at this time. 

Comments from the public and other 
agencies will be used in preparation of 
the Draft EIS. The scoping process will 
be used to: 

1. Identify potential issues. 
2. Identify issues to be analyzed in 

depth. 
3. Eliminate insignificant issues or 

those which have been covered by a 
relevant previous environmental 
analysis, such as the Gallatin Forest 
Plan EIS. 

4. Identify alternatives to the 
proposed action. 

5. Identify potential environmental 
effects of the proposed action and 
alternatives (i.e., direct, indirect, and 
cumulative effects. 

6. Determine potential cooperating 
agencies and task assignments. 

The Draft EIS is expected to be filed 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and available for public 
review in October 2004. At that time, 
the EPA will publish a Notice of 
Availability of the Draft EIS in the 
Federal Register. The comment period 
on the Draft EIS will be 45 days from the 
date the EPA’s notice of availability 
appears in the Federal Register. It is 
very important that those interested in 

management of the Main Boulder River 
project area participate at that time. The 
Final EIS is scheduled to be completed 
by December 2004. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 533 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft environmental impact 
statement stage but that are not raised 
until after completion of the final 
environmental impact statement may be 
waived or dismissed by the courts. City 
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 30-
day scoping comment period so that 
substantive comments and objections 
are made available to the Forest Service 
at a time when it can meaningfully 
consider them and respond to them in 
developing issues and alternatives. To 
assist the Forest Service in identifying 
and considering issues, comments 
should be as specific to this proposal as 
possible. Reviewers may wish to refer to 
the Council on Environmental Quality 
Regulations for implementing the 
procedural provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR 
1503.3 in addressing these points. 

I am the responsible official for this 
environmental impact statement. My 
address is Big Timber Ranger District, 
PO Box 1130, Big Timber, MT 59011–
1130.

Dated: October 16, 2002. 
William Avey, 
District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 02–28150 Filed 11–5–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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Columbia County Resource Advisory 
Committee (RAC)

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in 
the Federal Advisory Committees Act 
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