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Scope of the Review

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

For purposes of this administrative
review, the product covered is all
roasted in-shell pistachio nuts, whether
roasted in Iran or elsewhere, from which
the hull has been removed, leaving the
inner hard shells and the edible meat,
as currently classifiable in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedules of the
United States (HTSUS) under item
number 0802.50.20.00. The HTSUS
subheading is provided for convenience
and customs purposes. The written
description of the scope of this
proceeding is dispositive.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Pursuant to 19 CFR §
351.213(d)(1)(2002), the Department
may extend the 90-day time limit for
submitting requests to withdraw a
request for an administrative review. On
March 5, 2003, and March 10, 2003, the
CPC and Cal Pure, respectively,
submitted letters requesting to withdraw
their request for the above-referenced
administrative review. See letter from
the CPC to the Department dated March
5, 2003, and letter from Cal Pure to the
Department dated March 10, 2003, on
file in the Central Records Unit, Room
B-099, Main Building of the Department
of Commerce.
In accordance with the Department’s
regulations, and consistent with its
practice, the Department has extended
the time within which it will accept
requests for withdrawal of the review.
Having accepted the CPC and Cal Pure’s
requests, the Department hereby
rescinds the administrative review of
roasted pistachios from Iran for the
period January 1, 2001, to December 31,
2001. See 19 CFR section 351.213(d)(1).
The Department will issue appropriate
assessment instructions to the U.S.
Customs Service within 15 days of
publication of this notice.
This notice is in accordance with
section 751(a)(1) of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended, and section
351.213(d) of the Department’s
regulations.
Dated: March 20, 2003.
Gary S. Taverman,
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–7259 Filed 3–25–03; 8:45 am]
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Fish and Wildlife Service
Availability of Tagshinney Tree Farm
Conservation Plan, Lewis County, WA
AGENCIES: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior; National Marine Fisheries
Service, NOAA, Commerce.
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ACTION:

Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: Tom and Sherry Fox, and the
co-owners of the Tagshinney Tree Farm
(Applicants), have applied to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and National
Marine Fisheries Service (together, the
Services) for Enhancement of Survival
Permits and an Incidental Take Permit
(Permits) pursuant to the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The permit applications include a
proposed Safe Harbor Agreement (SHA)
and Candidate Conservation Agreement
with Assurances (CCAA) between the
Applicants and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS), and a proposed
low effect Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP) between the Applicants and the
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). These three documents are
combined into one document entitled
the ‘‘Tagshinney Tree Farm
Conservation Plan’’ (Plan). The Permits
and Plan would have a duration of 80
years, and would address forest
management, timber harvest, and fish
and wildlife habitat needs on five
separate land parcels that together form
the 144–acre Tagshinney Tree Farm in
Lewis County, WA. The Services have
made a preliminary determination that
this proposed action is eligible for
categorical exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969. The
Services explain the basis for this
determination in an Environmental
Action Statement, which is also
available for public review.
The Services are furnishing this
notice to allow other agencies and the
public an opportunity to review and
comment on these documents,
including the proposed permit
applications, the Plan, and National
Environmental Policy Act categorical
exclusion documentation. All comments
received will become part of the public
record and will be available for review
pursuant to the Act.

PO 00000

Frm 00008

Fmt 4703

Sfmt 4703

14581

DATES: Written comments from all
interested parties must be received on or
before April 25, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Requests for documents and
comments should be addressed to: Craig
Hansen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102,
Lacey, WA 98503, telephone (360) 534–
9330, fax (360) 753–9518; and/or Mike
Parton, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite
103, Lacey, WA 98503, telephone (360)
753–4650, fax (360) 753–9517.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Hansen or Mike Parton at the
above address or telephone number.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background
Section 9 of the Act and Federal
regulations prohibit the ‘‘taking’’ of a
species listed as endangered or
threatened. The term take is defined
under the Act to mean harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect, or to attempt to
engage in any such conduct. Harm is
defined by the FWS to include
significant habitat modification or
degradation where it actually kills or
injures wildlife by significantly
impairing essential behavioral patterns,
including breeding, feeding, and
sheltering (50 CFR 17.3). The NMFS’s
definition of harm includes significant
habitat modification or degradation
where it actually kills or injures fish or
wildlife by significantly impairing
essential behavioral patterns, including
breeding, spawning, rearing, feeding,
and sheltering (50 CFR 222.102).
The Services may issue two types of
permits under section 10(a) of the Act
to non-Federal landowners to take listed
species, under certain terms and
conditions. FWS’s regulations governing
permits for threatened and endangered
species are promulgated in 50 CFR
17.32 and 50 CFR 17.22; NMFS
regulations governing permits for
threatened and endangered species are
promulgated at 50 CFR 222.307.
The first of these two types of permits
is the Enhancement of Survival Permit,
which is authorized under section 10
(a)(1)(A) of the Act. Enhancement of
Survival Permits may be issued for
activities that enhance the propagation
or survival of the affected species that
would otherwise be prohibited by
section 9 of the Act. To implement this
provision of the Act, the Services issued
a joint policy for developing SHAs for
listed species and CCAAs for unlisted
species on June 17, 1999 (64 FR 32726).
The FWS simultaneously issued
regulations for implementing SHAs and
CCAAs on June 17, 1999 (64 FR 32706).
A correction to the FWS final rule was
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announced on September 30, 1999 (64
FR 52676). On September 13, 2002,
NMFS issued regulations to allow
transfers of certain incidental take
permits and enhancement of survival
permits associated with SHAs, and
CCAAs.
SHAs provide private landowners that
undertake voluntary conservation
actions on their land assurances that
their future land-use activities will not
be restricted further as a result of these
proactive conservation efforts. If a
landowner voluntarily enters into a
SHA to manage his or her lands in a
manner that attracts endangered or
threatened species or otherwise
increases their presence, the Safe Harbor
assurances guarantee that no additional
regulatory requirements for those lands
will be imposed on the landowners as
a result of the proactive conservation
measures. The purpose of the Safe
Harbor approach is to reduce the
disincentives (e.g., fear of regulatory
restrictions) that often cause landowners
to avoid or prevent land use practices
that would otherwise benefit
endangered species.
CCAAs are intended to help conserve
proposed, candidate species, and
species likely to become candidates by
giving non-Federal landowners
incentives to implement conservation
measures for declining species. The
primary incentive for CCAAs is an
assurance that no further land, water, or
resource use restrictions would be
imposed should the species later
become listed under the Act.
The second of these two types of
permits is the Incidental Take Permit,
which is authorized under section
10(a)(1)(B) of the Act. A proposed
Incidental Take Permit must be
accompanied by a Habitat Conservation
Plan (HCP) that shows: (1) The taking
will be incidental; (2) the applicants
will, to the maximum extent practicable,
minimize and mitigate the impacts of
such taking; (3) the applicants will
ensure that adequate funding for the
conservation plan will be provided; (4)
the taking will not appreciably reduce
the likelihood of survival and recovery
of the species in the wild; and (5) such
other measures the Services may require
as necessary or appropriate for the
purposes of the HCP. HCPs can address
both listed and currently unlisted
species.
Though the names of these three
permitting tools are different, the goals
are similar, and the strategies for
achieving those goals can overlap.
Conservation strategies can, therefore,
be developed to fulfill SHA, CCAA, and
HCP requirements in a single
conservation plan.
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The Current Proposal
Tom and Sherry Fox, Gary Davis, and
Jim and Tricia Murphy, have applied to
the Services for Enhancement of
Survival Permits and an Incidental Take
Permit under sections 10(a)(1)(A) and
10(a)(1)(B), respectively, of the Act.
Currently listed species under FWS
jurisdiction are addressed in the SHA
portion of the Plan for an Enhancement
of Survival Permit and include the
threatened northern spotted owl (Strix
occidentalis caurina), marbled murrelet
(Brachyramphus marmaratus), and bald
eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).
Currently unlisted species under FWS
jurisdiction are addressed in the CCAA
portion of the Plan for an Enhancement
of Survival Permit and include one
species that is a candidate for Federal
listing, the Oregon spotted frog (Rana
pretiosa). Other CCAA species include
the coastal cutthroat trout
(Oncorhynchus clarki clarki), northern
goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), olive-sided
flycatcher (Contoupus borealis), longeared myotis (Myotis evotis), long-legged
myotis (Myotis volans) the Pacific
Townsend’s big-eared bat
(Corynorthinus townsendii), Van Dyke’s
salamander (Plethodon vandykei), the
northwestern pond turtle (Clemmys
marmorata), great blue heron (Ardea
herodias), pileated woodpecker
(Dryocopus pileatus), and osprey
(Pandion haliaetus).
Both currently listed and unlisted
species under NMFS jurisdiction are
addressed in the HCP portion of the
plan for an incidental take permit and
include the threatened Lower Columbia
River steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss),
and a Federal candidate species, the
Lower Columbia coho salmon
(Oncorhynchus kisutch).
The Applicants are proposing to
manage their timberlands in Lewis
County, WA for a period of 80 years
under the Plan. The forest management
actions proposed by the applicants will
maintain long-term economic viability
of the forest management operations.
This proposal will also provide better
habitat conditions for the covered
species than managing under current
State Forest Practices Regulations. The
conservation provided in this 80–year
Plan is intended to improve habitat
conditions by maintaining and
enhancing habitat, minimize the
impacts of forest management activities
to species addressed in the plan,
contribute to the recovery of the species
in the wild and, if undertaken by other
property owners similarly situated on
the landscape, preclude the need to list
the unlisted species in the future. Forest
management activities are planned to
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enhance the health and vigor of the
forest, reduce incidence of insect and
disease in the forest, and enhance the
structural characteristics of the forests to
provide functional fish and wildlife
habitat for the species addressed in the
Plan, and other wildlife species found
on the applicants’ parcels.
This action would occur in an
environment where the lands
surrounding the Tagshinney Tree Farm
are increasingly being utilized for nonforest management activities. For
example, chicken farms, dairy farms and
associated pastureland, and housing
developments are located within onehalf mile of the applicants’ parcels.
Landowners in Lewis County near the
major highways are often solicited to
sell their lands for use in developing
housing projects. If issued, the Permits
would remove the regulatory
disincentives associated with providing
habitat for listed and declining species.
Thus, the Applicants are more likely to
keep their property in a forested
condition that functions as fish and
wildlife habitat, and would be less
likely to convert their forest lands to
another use such as a housing
development.
Permit Evaluation Process
This notice is provided pursuant to
section 10(c) of the Act, and National
Environmental Policy Act regulations.
The Services will evaluate the
application, associated documents, and
comments submitted thereon to
determine whether the application
meets the requirements of the
Endangered Species Act and National
Environmental Policy Act. The criteria
by which our decisions will be made are
listed and discussed in the draft Plan at
sections II(B) Regulatory Planning
Environment, and II(E) Proposed Action
and Decisions Needed. We ask that
commenters focus their comments on
the merits of the Plan, the permit
issuance requirements, and the
Environmental Action Statement which
will assist us in our decision of whether
to issue the permits or not. Comments
on issues other than the these will be
considered to be beyond the scope of
the decision associated with the Plan.
If the Services ultimately determine
that the requirements are met, the
requested Enhancement of Survival
Permits and Incidental Take Permit will
be issued. The final permit decisions
will be made no sooner than 30 days
from the date of this notice.
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Dated: March 20, 2003.
Rowan Gould,
Acting Regional Director, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Region 1, Portland, Oregon

Applications should be
addressed to your local Sea Grant
program. Contact the appropriate state’s
Sea Grant program from the list below
to obtain the mailing address, or the
address may be obtained on the Web
site http://www.nsgo.seagrant.org/
SGDirectors.html.
ADDRESSES:

Dated: March 20, 2003.
Phil Williams,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office
of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–7256 Filed 3–25–03; 8:45 am]

[Docket No. 000522149–3063–04]

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Nikola Garber, Knauss Fellows Program
Manager, National Sea Grant College
Program, R/SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910, Tel.
(301) 713–2431 ext. 124; e-mail:
nikola.garber@noaa.gov. Also call your
nearest Sea Grant program or visit the
Web site http://www.nsgo.seagrant.org/
Knauss.html.

RIN 0648–ZA

Sea Grant Programs

BILLING CODES 3510–22–S, 4310–55–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy
Fellowship, National Sea Grant College
Program
AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice and amendment of FRN
000522149–1259–03.

This notice announces that
applications may be submitted for a
Fellowship program which was initiated
by the National Sea Grant Office
(NSGO), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
in fulfilling its broad educational
responsibilities and legislative mandate
of the Sea Grant Act, to provide
educational experience in the policies
and processes of the Legislative and
Executive Branches of the Federal
Government to graduate students in
marine and aquatic-related fields. This
notice also announces that in the
Federal Register notice published on
November 14, 2001 (66 FR 57039), the
section on ‘‘Stipend and Expenses’’ (p.
57039) is amended to say ‘‘In addition,
any remaining funds shall be used
during the Fellowship year, first to
satisfy academic degree-related
activities, and second for Fellowshiprelated activities.’’ That same provision
is included in this notice for the Class
of 2004.
DATES: Deadlines vary from program to
program, but applications from
prospective fellows to Sea Grant
Colleges are generally due early to midApril. Contact your state’s Sea Grant
program for specific deadlines (see list
below). Selected applications from the
sponsoring Sea Grant program (one
original and two copies) are to be
received in the NSGO no later than 5
p.m. e.d.t. on May 14, 2003.
SUMMARY:
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Alabama, Mississippi—Alabama Sea
Grant Consortium, (228) 818–8843.
Alaska, University of Alaska, (907)
474–6840.
California, University of California,
San Diego, (858) 534–4440.
California, University of Southern
California, (213) 821–1335.
Connecticut, University of
Connecticut, (860) 405–9128.
Delaware, University of Delaware
(302) 831–2841.
Florida, University of Florida, (352)
392–5870.
Georgia, University of Georgia, (706)
542–5954.
Hawaii, University of Hawaii, (808)
956–7031.
Illinois, University of Illinois, (217)
333–6444.
Indiana, University of Illinois (217)
333–6444.
Louisiana, Louisiana Sea Grant, (225)
578–6710.
Maine, University of Maine, (207)
581–1422.
Maryland, University of Maryland,
(301) 403–4220 Ext. 10.
Massachusetts, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, (617) 253–7131.
Massachusetts, Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution, (508) 289–
2557.
Michigan, University of Michigan,
(734) 615–4084.
Minnesota, University of Minnesota,
(218) 726–8710.
Mississippi, Mississippi—Alabama
Sea Grant Consortium, (228) 818–8843.
New Hampshire, University of New
Hampshire, (603) 862–0122.
New Jersey, New Jersey Marine
Science Consortium, (732) 872–1300
Ext. 21.
New York, New York Sea Grant
Institute, SUNY, (631) 632–6905.
North Carolina, North Carolina State
University, (919) 515–2454.
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Ohio, Ohio State University, (614)
292–8949.
Oregon, Oregon State University,
(541) 737–2714.
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania State
University, (814) 898–6160.
Puerto Rico, University of Puerto
Rico, (787) 832–3585.
Rhode Island, University of Rhode
Island, (401) 874–6802.
South Carolina, South Carolina Sea
Grant Consortium, (843) 727–2078.
Texas, Texas A&M University, (979)
845–3854.
Vermont, University of Vermont,
(802) 656–0682.
Virginia, Virginia Graduate Marine
Science Consortium, (434) 924–5965.
Washington, University of
Washington, (206) 543–6600.
Wisconsin, University of WisconsinMadison, (608) 262–0905.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy
Fellowship, National Sea Grant College
Program
Purpose of the Fellowship Program
In 1979, the National Sea Grant
Office, NOAA, in fulfilling its broad
educational responsibilities, initiated a
program to provide a unique
educational experience in the policies
and processes of the Legislative and
Executive Branches of the Federal
Government to graduate students who
have an interest in ocean, coastal and
Great Lakes resources and in the
national policy decisions affecting these
resources. The U.S. Congress recognized
the value of this program and, in 1987,
Public Law 100–220 stipulated the Sea
Grant Federal Fellows Program was to
be a formal part of the National Sea
Grant College Program Act. The
recipients are designated Dean John A.
Knauss Marine Policy Fellows pursuant
to 33 U.S.C. 1127(b). The National Sea
Grant program is listed in the Catalog of
Federal Domestic Assistance under
number 11.417: Sea Grant Support.
Announcement
Following receipt of notice from the
NSGO, the local Sea Grant program will
send an announcement to all
participating Sea Grant institutions and
campuses.
Eligibility
Any student who, on April 1, 2003, is
in a graduate or professional program in
a marine or aquatic-related field at a
United States accredited institution of
higher education in the United States
may apply.
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