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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Chugach National Forest, Resurrection 
Creek Stream and Riparian Restoration 
Project

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act, 
notice is hereby given that the Forest 
Service, Chugach National Forest will 
prepare a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement to disclose the environmental 
consequences of the proposed 
Resurrection Creek Stream and Riparian 
Restoration Project which encompasses 
approximately 120 acres of National 
Forest System Land (NFS) and 
approximately 18 acres of adjacent 
private lands. Historic placer mining 
operations have affected Resurrection 
Creek by straightening and simplifying 
the stream, and separating it from its 
floodplain. These impacts have 
degraded fish rearing and spawning 
habitat on Resurrection Creek, as well as 
adjacent wildlife riparian habitat for 
species such as bears and eagles. 
Natural recovery from mining impacts 
has been minimal on this segment of 
Resurrection Creek. The proposed 
project would greatly accelerate the 
recovery of riparian areas, and fish and 
wildlife habitat on Resurrection Creek. 
In order to move towards the desired 
future condition as described in the 
Chugach National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan as well as 
meet the purpose and need of the 
project proposal to restore Resurrection 
Creek’s channel, floodplain and 
streamside vegetation to pre-mining 
conditions and enhance fish and 
riparian wildlife habitat, proposed 
activities include: (1) Providing access 
for heavy equipment, which might 
include a temporary bridge or stream 

crossing over Resurrection Creek and 
Palmer Creek; (2) mechanical 
manipulation and grading of up to 
140,000 cubic yards of mine tailings to 
recover floodplain width and elevations; 
(3) excavation of a meandering river 
channel and adjacent side channels, 
including the development of a channel 
instream pools and spawning habitat; 
(4) harvesting up to 5,000 trees, with 
and without root wads, for use on the 
new river channel and floodplain. Trees 
would be taken primarily from the 
project area. If constraints to harvest at 
the project area are too high, additional 
off-site harvest in areas that have gone 
through a separate NEPA analysis might 
be needed; (5) replacing soils and 
organics stripped away during historic 
placer mining operations Soil 
enhancement would improve growing 
conditions for native plant communities 
in constructed floodplains and riparin 
areas. Soil and sod would likely be 
gathered from source areas both within 
and outside the project area; (6) 
thinning existing overstocked riparian 
sapling spruce and cottonwood stands 
adjacent to Resurrection Creek; (7) re-
vegetation of native plant species on 
constructed floodplains and riparian 
areas. Natural re-vegetation (without 
planting) would be used where seed 
sources and site conditions are 
favorable. Where such conditions are 
lacking, the site would be planted; and 
(8) stockpiling excess tailings could 
occur within the project area or off-site.
DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis must be received within 
30 days of publication of this notice in 
the Federal Register. The draft 
environmental impact statement is 
expected to be available for public 
review in January 2004 and the final 
environmental impact statement is 
expected to be available in May 2004.
ADDRESSES: Submit written, oral, or 
email comments by: (1) Mail—
Resurrection Creek Restoration Project, 
Dave Blanchet, 3301 C Street, Suite 300, 
Anchorage, Alaska, Zip Code 99503–
3998. (2) phone—(907) 743–9538; (3) e-
mail—dblanchet@fs.fed.us.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Dave Blanchet at (907) 743–9538.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Purpose and Need for Action 
The purpose and need for action of 

the Resurrection Creek Stream and 
Riparian Restoration Project is to 

accelerate the recovery of riparian areas, 
and fish and wildlife habitat on a 0.8 
mile segment of Resurrection Creek. 
Natural recovery from mining impacts 
has been minimal on this segment of 
Resurrection Creek. Historic placer 
mining operations have affected 
Resurrection Creek by straightening and 
simplifying the stream, and separating it 
from its floodplain. These impacts have 
degraded fish rearing and spawning 
habitat on Resurrection Creek, as well as 
adjacent wildlife riparian habitat for 
species such as bears and eagles. 
Natural recovery from mining impacts 
has been minimal on this segment of 
Resurrection Creek. The proposed 
project would greatly accelerate the 
recovery of riparian areas, and fish and 
wildlife habitat on Resurrection Creek. 
There is a need to examine a portion of 
the creek immediately downstream of 
the project area on private land within 
the Haun Trust lands. Additional 
restoration activities may be 
implemented on the Haun Trust lands 
in lieu of gaining access to the project 
area through this site. 

Proposed Action 

The proposed actions to meet the 
purpose and need include: (1) Providing 
access for heavy equipment, which 
might include a temporary bridge or 
stream crossing over Resurrection Creek 
and Palmer Creek; (2) mechanical 
manipulation and grading of up to 
140,000 cubic yards of mine tailings to 
recover floodplain width and elevations; 
(3) excavation of a meandering river 
channel and adjacent side channels, 
including the development of a channel 
with instream pools and spawning 
habitat; (4) harvesting up to 5,000 trees, 
with and without root wads, for use on 
the new river channel and floodplain. 
Trees would be taken primarily from the 
project area. If constraints to harvest at 
the project area are high, additional off-
site harvest in areas that have gone 
through a separate NEPA analysis might 
be needed; (5) replacing soils and 
organics stripped away during historic 
placer mining operations. Soil 
enhancement would improve growing 
conditions for native plant communities 
in constructed floodplains and riparian 
areas. Soil and sod would likely be 
gathered from source areas both within 
and outside the project area; (6) 
thinning existing overstocked riparian 
sapling spruce and cottonwood stands 
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adjacent to Resurrection Creek; and (7) 
re-vegetation of native plant species on 
constructed floodplains and riparian 
areas. Natural re-vegetation (without 
planting) would be used where seed 
sources and site conditions are 
favorable. Where such conditions are 
lacking, the site would be planted. 

Responsible Official 
The responsible official for the 

Resurrection Creek Stream and Riparian 
Restoration Project is Joe Meade, Forest 
Supervisor, Chugach National Forest. 

Nature of Decision To Be Made 
The Resurrection Creek Restoration 

environmental impact statement will 
evaluate site specific management 
proposals, consider alternatives, and 
analyze the effects of the activities 
proposed in these alternatives. It will 
form the basis for the Responsible 
Official to determine: (1) Whether or not 
the proposed activities and alternatives 
are responsive to the issues, are 
consistent with Forest Plan direction, 
meet the purpose and need, and are 
consistent with other related laws and 
regulations directing National Forest 
Management Activities; (2) which 
actions, if any, to approve; (3) and, 
whether or not the information in the 
analysis is sufficient to implement 
proposed activities. 

Scoping Process 
Two previous scoping efforts have 

occurred for this project. The first effort 
began on February 5, 2003, and the 
second on June 6, 2003. Since these 
scoping comment opportunities were 
provided to the public, the Forest 
Service has gathered more information 
regarding this proposal. Subsequently 
the Forest Service has determined that 
the appropriate level of analysis for this 
proposal is an environmental impact 
statement. 

Comments will be accepted during 
the 30-day scoping period as described 
in this notice of intent. Those who 
provided comments to the previous 
scoping notices that wish to supplement 
their earlier comments are encouraged 
to do so. However, previous comments 
on this proposal will still be used in the 
analysis process. Comments will be 
reviewed and issues identified. Issues 
that cannot be resolved by mitigation or 
minor changes to the proposed action 
may generate alternatives to the 
proposed action. This process is driven 
by comments received from the public, 
other agencies, and internal Forest 
Service concerns. To assist in 
commenting, a scoping letter providing 
more detailed information on the project 
proposal has been prepared and is 

available to interested parties. Contact 
Dave Blanchet, at the address listed in 
this notice of intent if you would like to 
receive a copy. 

Preliminary Issues

Some preliminary issues have been 
identified based on past public scoping 
efforts for the project area, issues 
developed for similar projects, and 
Forest Service concerns and 
opportunities identified by resource 
specialist. These issues include the 
following:

1. Direct short term impacts to fish 
and their habitat from construction 
activities. Possible impacts to fish and 
their habitat are temporary loss of 
habitat, turbidity during construction 
activities could cause gill abrasion. 
Some fish will be stranded and buried. 

2. Methyl mercury may be present in 
the project reach. Mercury was used 
historically to separate fine gold from 
the ‘‘black sands’’ after the sands had 
been sorted from the stream gravels. 
Potential may exist for a release of 
methyl mercury during restoration 
which might be a hazard to fish, 
wildlife, and the public. 

3. Presence of heavy equipment could 
impact landowners and their business 
during construction of the channel and 
floodplain. Restoration activities could 
impact nearby landowners and their 
business (resort) during construction 
through the presence of noise, odor, 
dust, and visual quality. 

4. Lack of an easement through 
private lands on the east side of 
Resurrection Creek to the project area. 
Access to the project area requires 
crossing 1⁄4 mile of a private land (Haun 
Trust Lands) immediately downstream 
from the project area. The Forest Service 
needs access to the east side of 
Resurrection Creek to implement the 
project. A temporary bridge or other 
type of crossing may be needed over 
Resurrection Creek, on its west wide in 
order to access an existing easement 
through the private lands. 

5. Examine the potential of additional 
restoration/construction activities on 
private lands immediately downstream 
from the project area. 

6. Recreational mining—Recreational 
mining has potential to damage/erode 
the channel after reconstruction is 
complete. There is a need to consider 
limitations on recreational mining 
activities that have potential to impact 
the newly created and vegetated stream 
banks. A potential limitation to this 
activity would be to issuing a closure 
order on recreation mining in the 
restoration area. 

7. Heritage Resources—Construction 
activities have the potential for 
disturbing and/or damaging 
undiscovered mining artifacts and 
prehistoric cultural artifacts and sites 
within the project area. 

8. Other issues include impacts to 
recreationists during construction, 
impacts to scenery during and after 
construction, impacts to water quality, 
impacts to fish and wildlife habitat, 
introduction of noxious weed, impacts 
to wetlands, and how to dispose of 
excess tailings. 

These issues may be modified as 
additional issues are identified during 
scoping. A range of alternatives will be 
considered after public comments are 
received and analyzed. 

Comments Requested 
This notice of intent initiates the 

scoping process that guides the 
development of the environmental 
impact statement. Comments that are 
site-specific in nature are most helpful 
to resource professionals when trying to 
narrow and address the public’s issues 
and concerns. 

Early Notice of Importance of Public 
Participation in Subsequent 
Environmental Review 

A draft environmental impact 
statement will be prepared for comment. 
The comment period on the draft 
environmental impact statement will be 
45 days from the date the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
publishes the notice of availability in 
the Federal Register. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft environmental impact 
statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft environmental impact 
statement stage but that are not raised 
until after completion of the final 
environmental impact statement may be 
waived or dismissed by the courts. City 
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 45 
day comment period so that substantive 
comments and objections are made 
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available to the Forest Service at a time 
when it can meaningfully consider them 
and respond to them in the final 
environmental impact statement. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed action, 
comments on the draft environmental 
impact statement should be as specific 
as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft statement. 
Comments may also address the 
adequacy of the draft environmental 
impact statement or the merits of the 
alternatives formulated and discussed in 
the statement. Reviewers may wish to 
refer to the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points. 

Comments received, including the 
names and addresses of those who 
comment, will be considered part of the 
public record on this proposal and will 
be available for public inspection.
(Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7 and 1508.22; 
Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section 
21)

Dated: October 9, 2003. 
Joe L. Meade, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03–26292 Filed 10–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Eastern Washington Cascades 
Provincial Advisory Committee and the 
Yakima Provincial Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Eastern Washington 
Cascades Provincial Advisory 
Committee and the Yakima Provincial 
Advisory Committee will meet on 
Wednesday, November 5, 2003, at the 
Okanogan and Wenatchee National 
Forests Headquarters Office, 215 
Melody Lane, Wenatchee, Washington. 
The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. and 
continue until 3 p.m. During this 
meeting we will discuss management of 
motorized recreation vehicle use and 
updates on implementation of the 
Northwest Forest Plan. All Eastern 
Washington Cascades and Yakima 
Province Advisory Committee meetings 
are open to the public. Interested 
citizens are welcome to attend.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Direct questions regarding this meeting 
to Paul Hart, Designated Federal 

Official, USDA, Wenatchee National 
Forest, 215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, 
Washington 98801, (509) 662–4335.

Dated: October 8, 2003. 
Paul Hart, 
Designated Federal Official, Okanogan and 
Wenatchee National Forests.
[FR Doc. 03–26274 Filed 10–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List Proposed Additions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase from 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled.
ACTION: Proposed additions to 
Procurement List. 

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing 
to add to the Procurement List products 
and services to be furnished by 
nonprofit agencies employing persons 
who are blind or have other severe 
disabilities. 

Comments must be Received on or 
Before: November 16, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800, 
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
Arlington, Virginia, 22202–3259.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sheryl D. Kennerly, (703) 603–7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is published pursuant to 41 U.S.C 
47(a) (2) and 41 CFR 51–2.3. Its purpose 
is to provide interested persons an 
opportunity to submit comments of the 
proposed actions. If the Committee 
approves the proposed additions, the 
entities of the Federal Government 
identified in the notice for each product 
or service will be required to procure 
the products and services listed below 
from nonprofit agencies employing 
persons who are blind or have other 
severe disabilities. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 

I certify that the following action will 
not have a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
The major factors considered for this 
certification were: 

1. If approved, the action will not 
result in any additional reporting, 
recordkeeping or other compliance 
requirements for small entities other 
than the small organizations that will 
furnish the products and services to the 
Government. 

2. If approved, the action will result 
in authorizing small entities to furnish 

the products and services to the 
Government. 

3. There are no known regulatory 
alternatives which would accomplish 
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46–48c) in 
connection with the products and 
services proposed for addition to the 
Procurement List. Comments on this 
certification are invited. Commenters 
should identify the statement(s) 
underlying the certification on which 
they are providing additional 
information. 

End of Certification 
The following products and services 

are proposed for addition to 
Procurement List for production by the 
nonprofit agencies listed: 

Products 
Product/NSN: Skilcraft Savvy.
BK–1260 General Purpose 

Disinfectant Detergent—32 oz./
7930–00–NIB–0176. 

BK–1260 General Purpose 
Disinfectant Detergent—1 Gallon/
7930–00–NIB–0177. 

BK–1260 General Purpose 
Disinfectant Detergent—5 Gallon/
7930–00–NIB–0178. 

BK–1260 General Purpose 
Disinfectant Detergent—55 Gallon/
7930–00–NIB–0179. 

BK–14 Heavy Duty Degreasing 
Detergent—32 oz./7930–00–NIB–
0144. 

BK–14 Heavy Duty Degreasing 
Detergent—1 Gallon/7930–00–NIB–
0145. 

BK–14 Heavy Duty Degreasing 
Detergent—5 Gallon/7930–00–NIB–
0146. 

BK–14 Heavy Duty Degreasing 
Detergent—55 Gallon/7930–00–
NIB–0147. 

TR–43 Commercial Vehicle Cleaner—
1 Gallon/7930–00–NIB–0127. 

TR–43 Commercial Vehicle Cleaner—
5 Gallon/7930–00–NIB–0142. 

TR–43 Commercial Vehicle Cleaner—
55 Gallon/7930–00–NIB–0143.

NPA: Susquehanna Association for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania Contract 
Activity: Office Supplies & Paper 
Products Acquisition Center, New York, 
New York. 

Services 
Service Type/Location: Custodial 

Services, Naval Exchange, National 
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

NPA: Opportunities, Inc., Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

Contract Activity: Navy Exchange 
Service Command (NEXCOM), Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. 

VerDate jul<14>2003 17:02 Oct 16, 2003 Jkt 203001 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\17OCN1.SGM 17OCN1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-05-04T01:35:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




