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1 The FAA has proposed the following definition 
for suborbital rocket which is being considered for 
adoption but has not yet been approved: ‘‘a rocket 
propelled vehicle intended for flight on a suborbital 
trajectory whose thrust is greater than its lift for the 
majority of the powered portion of its flight.’’ The 
following definition has been proposed but not 
approved for suborbital trajectory: ‘‘the intentional 
flight path of a launch vehicle, reentry vehicle, or 
any portion thereof whose vacuum instantaneous 
impact point does not leave the surface of the 
earth.’’

2 For purposes of this document, the payload is 
the item that an aircraft or rocket carries over and 
above what is necessary for the operation of the 
vehicle in flight.

Issued in Washington, DC on October 30, 
2003. 
Nan Shellabarger, 
Deputy Director, Office of Aviation Policy and 
Plans.
[FR Doc. 03–27896 Filed 11–5–03; 8:45 am] 
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request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with NEPA 
regulations, the FAA is initiating a 
public review and comment period for 
a Draft EA/Initial Study. Under the 
proposed action, the FAA would issue 
a launch site operator license for the 
EKAD to operate a launch facility at the 
Mojave Airport. The FAA may also use 
the analysis from this EA to issue a 
launch license to individual operators 
for launches from the Mojave Airport. If 
issued, the launch site operator license 
would authorize the EKAD to operate a 
launch facility at the Mojave Airport. 
This launch site operator license would 
be for the purpose of operating a facility 
to launch horizontally launched, 
suborbital rockets.1 In addition, the 
EKAD may offer other services for 
commercial launch companies at the 
Mojave Airport including static engine 
firings, launch vehicle manufacturing, 
and other testing and manufacturing 
activities. The function of the launch 
facility would be to provide a location 
to launch manned suborbital rockets 

and other payloads 2 into suborbital 
trajectories. The issuance of a launch 
site operator license to EKAD does not 
permit EKAD to conduct launches, only 
to offer the facility and infrastructure to 
launch operators. A launch site operator 
license remains in effect for five years 
from the date of issuance unless 
surrendered, suspended, or revoked 
before the expiration of the term and is 
renewable upon application by the 
licensee (14 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) 420.43). A license to operate a 
launch site authorizes a licensee to offer 
its launch site to a launch operator for 
each launch point for the type and 
weight class of launch vehicle identified 
in the license application and upon 
which the licensing determination is 
based. Issuance of a license to operate 
a launch site does not relieve a licensee 
of its obligation to comply with any 
other laws or regulations, nor does it 
confer any proprietary, property, or 
exclusive right in the use of airspace or 
outer space (14 CFR 420.41). The FAA 
may use the analysis in this document 
as the basis for an environmental 
determination of the impacts of these 
launches to support licensing decisions 
for the launch of specific launch 
vehicles from the Mojave Airport.
DATES: The public comment period for 
the NEPA process begins with the 
publication of this notice and request 
for comment in the Federal Register. To 
ensure that all comments can be 
addressed in the Final EA, comments 
must be received by the FAA no later 
than December 12, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Written and oral comments regarding 
the Draft EA/Initial Study should be 
submitted to Ms. Michon Washington, 
FAA Environmental Specialist, Mojave 
Airport EA, c/o ICF Consulting, 9300 
Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031; e-mail 
mojave.ea@icfconsulting.com; toll-free 
phone (800) 767–9956; toll-free fax (800) 
380–1009; or through an online 
comment form available at http://
ast.faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
proposed action is for the FAA to issue 
a launch site operator license to the 
EKAD for the Mojave Airport. 14 CFR 
Chapter III, part 420 contains the 
requirements for obtaining and 
possessing a license to operate a launch 
site. Under the regulations, an applicant 
is required to provide the FAA with 
information sufficient to conduct 
environmental and policy reviews and 
determinations. The EKAD intends to 

operate a launch site at the Mojave 
Airport for commercial use by providing 
customers a site from which to launch 
suborbital missions using horizontally 
launched vehicles, and therefore must 
obtain a launch site operator license 
from the FAA. 

The successful completion of the 
environmental review process does not 
guarantee that the FAA would issue a 
launch site operator license to the EKAD 
for the Mojave Airport or a launch 
license to an individual launch 
operator. The project must also meet all 
FAA safety, risk, and indemnification 
requirements. A license to operate a 
launch site does not guarantee that a 
launch license would be granted for any 
particular launch proposed for the site. 
All individual launch license applicants 
would be subject to separate FAA 
licensing.

The EKAD has identified two types of 
launch vehicles, identified in this 
analysis as Concept A and Concept B, 
which would be typical of the vehicles 
that would operate from the Mojave 
Airport. The proposed action/preferred 
alternative would include launches of 
both Concept A and Concept B launch 
vehicles. The potential users of the 
launch site would be responsible for 
obtaining any necessary permits or 
approvals including a launch license for 
specific missions from the FAA. This 
document may be used as the basis for 
the FAA to make a determination about 
licensing the launches of some types of 
launch vehicles from the Mojave 
Airport. The FAA may also use this 
document as the basis for an 
environmental finding that would serve 
as part of the requirements of the FAA 
launch licensing process for proposed 
launch operators at the Mojave Airport. 
Additional environmental analysis 
would need to be conducted for any 
activity that is not addressed in this 
Draft EA/Initial Study or in previous 
environmental analyses. 

Launch vehicles included in Concept 
A consist of two components both of 
which would be piloted, a carrier 
aircraft and a mated suborbital launch 
vehicle. The carrier aircraft would carry 
the launch vehicle to the designated 
launch release altitude. The launch 
vehicle would use only suborbital 
trajectories and, therefore, would not 
reach Earth orbit. Concept A launch 
vehicles would launch and land 
horizontally at the Mojave Airport. They 
would not require runway lengths in 
excess of existing infrastructure at the 
Mojave Airport. 

Launch vehicles included in Concept 
B would be a single piloted component. 
The rocket motors would be ignited 
while the launch vehicle is on the 
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runway at the Mojave Airport. Concept 
B launch vehicles would use suborbital 
trajectories and, therefore, would not 
reach Earth orbit. Concept B launch 
vehicles would launch and land 
horizontally at the Mojave Airport. They 
would not require runway lengths in 
excess of existing infrastructure at the 
Mojave Airport. 

Two alternatives to the proposed 
action were considered in the Draft EA/
Initial Study. The first alternative would 
be to issue a launch site operator license 
to the EKAD for the Mojave Airport for 
inclusion of launch vehicles specifically 
fitting the description of Concept A. The 
second alternative would be to issue a 
launch site operator license to the EKAD 
for the Mojave Airport for inclusion of 
launch vehicles specifically fitting the 
description of Concept B. 

Potential impacts of the proposed 
action and alternatives were analyzed in 
the Draft EA/Initial Study. Potential 
environmental impacts of successful 
launches include impacts to air quality, 
airspace, biological resources, cultural 
resources, health and safety, hazardous 
materials and hazardous waste, geology 
and soils, land use, noise, 
socioeconomics and environmental 
justice, transportation, visual and 
aesthetic resources, and water resources. 
The impacts of the No Action 
Alternative would be the same as those 
described for the affected environment 
in the Draft EA/Initial Study. 

Potential cumulative impacts of the 
operation of the proposed launch site 
are also addressed in the Draft EA/
Initial Study.

Date Issued: October 30, 2003. 
Herbert Bachner, 
Manager, Space Systems Development 
Division.
[FR Doc. 03–27894 Filed 11–5–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U
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ACTION: Notice of RTCA Special 
Committee 200 meeting. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice 
to advise the public of a meeting of 
RTCA Special Committee 200: Modular 
Avionics.
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
November 18–21, 2003 from 9 am to 5 
pm.

ADDRESS: The meeting will be held at 
Smiths Aerospace, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 8SF, United 
Kingdom.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: (1) 
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW., 
Suite 805, Washington, DC 20036–5133; 
telephone (202) 833–9339; fax (202) 
833–9434; Website http://www.rtca.org. 
(2) Smiths-Aerospace contact, Mr. Robin 
Perry; +44(0)1242 632661; e-mail 
robin.perry@smiths-aerospace.com.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–
463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice is 
hereby given for a Special Committee 
200 meeting. The agenda will include:

• November 18: 
• Subgroup 1–3 Meetings 

• November 19: 
• Opening Session (Welcome, 

Introductory and Administrative 
Remarks, Review Agenda, Review 
Summary of Previous Meeting) 

• Review Action Items 
• Briefings on Related Committees 
• Establish Editorial Working Group 

November 20: 
• Subgroups 1–3 Meetings 

November 21: 
• Report of Subgroup Meetings 
• Review of Consolidated Draft 

Document 
• Plans for Editorial Group Activities 
• Review of Action Items 
• Closing Session (Make 

Assignments, Date and Place of 
Next Meeting, Closing Remarks, 
Adjourn) 

Attendance is open to the interested 
public but limited to space availability. 
With the approval of the chairmen, 
members of the public may present oral 
statements at the meeting. Persons 
wishing to present statements or obtain 
information should contact the person 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section. Members of the public 
may present a written statement to the 
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 22, 
2003. 

Robert Zoldos, 
FAA Systems Engineer, RTCA Advisory 
Committee.
[FR Doc. 03–27897 Filed 11–5–03; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of RTCA Special 
Committee 201 meeting. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice 
to advise the public of a meeting of 
RTCA Special Committee 201: 
Aeronautical Operational Control (AOC) 
Message Hazard Mitigation (AMHM).

DATES: The meeting will be held on 
November 11–13, 2003, beginning at 10 
a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
Boeing, Boeing Everett Bldg. 40–86, 
Everett, Washington.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: (1) 
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW., 
Suite 805, Washington, DC, 20036–
5133; telephone (202) 833–9339; fax 
(202) 833–9434; Web site http://
www.rtca.org. (2) Mr. Rich Rawls, 
telephone (425) 266–9873.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–
463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice is 
hereby given for a Special Committee 
201 meeting. The agenda will include:
• November 11: 
• Opening Session (Welcome, Introductory 

and Administrative Remarks, Review 
Agenda, Background) 

• Review comments to Draft Document AOC 
Message Hazard Mitigation (AMHM) 
Version E1. 

• Drafting group work on other sections of 
the document 

• Subgroup A Section 2
• Subgroup B Section 3
• Subgroup C Section 4

• Closing Session (Other Business, Date and 
Place of Next Meeting, Closing Remarks, 
Adjourn)

Note: This agenda will be followed as 
appropriate over the course of 3 days.

Attendance is open to the interested 
public but limited to space availability. 
With the approval of the chairmen, 
members of the public may present oral 
statements at the meeting. Persons 
wishing to present statements or obtain 
information should contact the person 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section. Members of the public 
may present a written statement to the 
committee at any time.

VerDate jul<14>2003 15:26 Nov 05, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00102 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\06NON1.SGM 06NON1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-05-04T01:11:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




