68944

Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 237 / Wednesday, December 10, 2003 / Notices

members could not demonstrate
Snohomish ancestry. Only 59 percent of
STI’s 836 members, descending from
about 38 or 39 different family lines at
the time of the PF, had documented
descent from the historical Snohomish
tribe.
The PF found that the STI provided
an official membership list, separately
certified by the group’s governing body,
as required by 83.7(e)(2). For the FD, the
petitioner submitted a membership list,
dated March 12, 1999, that identified
1,390 members and was virtually
identical with the membership list used
for the PF except for the addition of new
members. The petitioner’s governing
body certified the updated membership
list by resolution as required under
criterion 83.7(e)(2). After auditing the
petitioner’s membership files and
correcting the discrepancies in the 1999
membership list, the current adjusted
STI membership totaled 1,113.
Based on new information submitted
by the petitioner and the Tulalip Tribes
of the Tulalip Reservation, or located by
the Department, and other evidence in
the record, the Department re-evaluated
the STI family lines for evidence of
descent from the historical Snohomish
tribe. Twenty of the STI family lines,
identified as descending from the
historical Snohomish tribe in the PF,
remain unchanged. Two family lines not
previously determined to demonstrate
Snohomish ancestry now have been
sufficiently documented to show
descent from the historical Snohomish
tribe, and two ‘‘new’’ family lines,
originally considered as part of preexisting STI family lines, also were
found to demonstrate Snohomish
descent.
Based on the analysis described
above, the evidence for this finding
shows that 69 percent of the STI
membership (763 of 1,113 members)
have documented descent from the
historical Snohomish tribe. The
petitioner has not demonstrated that the
remaining 31 percent of its membership
(350 of 1,113 members) are of
Snohomish descent or are descended
from other Indian tribes that had
amalgamated with the petitioner’s
Snohomish ancestors at some point in
history to form a separate and distinct
entity. The evidence does not
demonstrate that the petitioner as a
whole descends from the historical
Snohomish tribe. Therefore this FD
concludes that the petitioner does not
meet criterion 83.7(e).
Criterion 83.7(f): This FD affirms the
conclusion of the PF that the petitioner
is not principally composed of members
of another acknowledged North
American Indian tribe. Since the PF, the
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petitioner obtained enrollment
statements from most of its members,
who declared that they did not have
membership in any other federally
acknowledged tribe. Examination of the
membership lists of federally recognized
tribes in the area did not reveal any
names of STI members.
Criterion 83.7(g): This FD affirms the
conclusion of the PF that neither the
petitioner nor its members are the
subject of congressional legislation that
has expressly terminated or forbidden
the Federal relationship.
Under Section 83.10(m), the AS–IA is
required to decline to acknowledge that
a petitioner is an Indian tribe if it fails
to satisfy any one of the criteria in
Section 83.7. The petitioner did not
submit evidence sufficient to meet
criteria 83.7(a), (b), (c), and (e), and,
therefore, does not satisfy the
requirements for acknowledgment.
This determination is final and will
become effective 90 days from
publication of this notice, unless a
request for reconsideration is filed
pursuant to section 83.11. The
petitioner or any interested party may
file a request for reconsideration of this
determination with the Interior Board of
Indian Appeals (section 83.11(a)(1)).
The petitioner’s or interested party’s
request must be received no later than
March 9, 2004 of the AS–IA’s
determination in the Federal Register
(section 83.11(a)(2)).
Dated: December 2, 2003.
Aurene M. Martin,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 03–30575 Filed 12–9–03; 8:45 am]

delegated authority, has deemed
approved the amendment to the Class III
gaming compact between the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
and the State of Michigan. By the terms
of IGRA, the amendment is considered
approved, but only to the extent that the
amendment is consistent with the
provisions of IGRA. The amendment
authorizes the addition of a second
gaming site in addition to the current
site in Petoskey, Michigan. It also
creates a 10 county geographical
exclusivity area. In exchange for the
geographical exclusivity, the tribe agrees
to pay between 10 and 12 percent of net
win from class III electronic games at
the tribe’s second site, depending on the
amount of actual revenues. The
payment to the State ceases if the scope
of non-Indian gaming is expanded
within the State or if a federally
recognized tribe opens a class III gaming
facility within the 10 county areas. In
addition the payment is reduced if a
newly recognized tribe opens a class III
facility within the 10 county areas.
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 10, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George T. Skibine, Director, Office of
Indian Gaming Management, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Washington, DC 20240,
(202) 219–4066.
Dated: December 2, 2003.
Aurene M. Martin,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 03–30634 Filed 12–9–03; 8:45 am]
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Indian Gaming
AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of an amendment to a
tribal-State gaming compact taking
effect between the Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians and the State
of Michigan.
SUMMARY: Under section 11 of the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988
(IGRA), Public Law 100–497, 25 U.S.C
2710, the Secretary of the Interior shall
publish, in the Federal Register, notice
of the approved tribal-State compacts
for the purpose of engaging in Class III
gaming activities on Indian lands. The
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior, through her
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AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior, Montana, Billings and Miles
City Field Offices.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.
SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Eastern
Montana Resource Advisory Council
(RAC), will meet as indicated below.
DATES: The meeting will be held January
15, 2004 in Miles City, MT beginning at
8 a.m. When determined, the meeting
place will be announced in a news
release. The public comment period will
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