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failure investigations are conducted for 
each ‘‘incident’’ as defined under 49 
CFR 191.3 during the 30-day incident 
reporting period, a failure investigation 
into the cause of a leak under normal 
gas distribution system operating 
conditions is usually determined by the 
operator’s field technician. Therefore, 
instructions should help clarify which 
leak category the field technician must 
focus on for the purposes of the annual 
report.

CPUC suggests that the data collection 
and reporting using the proposed form 
should coincide with a full calendar 
year of leak repair data to ensure 
meaningful data reporting and analysis. 
Partial calendar year or ‘‘Unknown’’ 
data classification will result in 
inconsistent data collection and 
questionable conclusions. 

RSPA/OPS Response: The data 
collection for the natural gas 
distribution annual report has 
historically been, and will remain, per 
calendar year for the preceding calendar 
year. As stated above, we request the 
revised forms to be filed annually 
beginning March 15, 2005, for calendar 
year 2004. 

Combining Categories 
Southwest questions combining 

equipment leaks and operation leaks 
into one category. As explained in the 
instructions for the annual report, 
equipment leaks are leaks resulting from 
malfunctioning valves, regulators, 
couplings, etc. Operation leaks are leaks 
resulting from inadequate procedures or 
safety practices, failure to follow correct 
procedures, or other operator errors. 
These categories are distinct and justify 
separation into their own category. 
Southwest believes that separating these 
into distinct categories will better 
enable RSPA/OPS to perform a proper 
analysis of the data. 

RSPA/OPS Response: RSPA/OPS 
agrees that the categories are distinct 
and justify separation into their own 
category. Accordingly, the form and 
instructions are changed to separate 
Equipment leaks and Operation leaks. 

Abstract of Proposed Information 
Collection and Request for Comments 

The forms to be revised are two of the 
four gas pipeline reporting forms 
authorized by Information Collection 
OMB 2137–0522, Incident and Annual 

Reports for Gas Pipeline Operators. The 
proposed revisions represent the final 
phase of an ongoing process to revise all 
incident and annual reports. RSPA/OPS 
revised the natural gas transmission 
operator annual report forms in 2001 for 
collection beginning in 2002. 

Title of Information Collection: 
Incident and Annual Reports for Gas 
Pipeline Operators—Revision of Natural 
Gas Distribution Incident Report (RSPA 
F 7100.1) and the Annual Report Form 
for Gas Distribution Systems (RSPA F 
7100.1–1) 

OMB Number: 2137–0522. 
Respondents: Natural Gas Distribution 

Pipeline Operators. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

1,200. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 30,240 hours. 
Comments are invited on: 
(a) The need for the proposed 

collection of information for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 

(b) the accuracy of the agency’s 
estimate of the burden of the proposed 
collection of information, including the 
validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; 

(c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(d) ways to minimize the burden of 
the collection of information on those 
who are to respond, including the use 
of appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques.

Issued in Washington, DC, on December 
24, 2003. 
Stacey L. Gerard, 
Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety.
[FR Doc. 03–32201 Filed 12–30–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
procedures governing the application 
for, and the processing of, exemptions 
from the Department of Transportation’s 
Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR 
part 107, subpart B), notice is hereby 
given that the Office of Hazardous 
Materials Safety has received the 
application described herein. This 
notice is abbreviated to expedite 
docketing and public notice. Because 
the sections affected, modes of 
transportation, and the nature of 
application have been shown in earlier 
Federal Register publication, they are 
not repeated here. Request of 
modifications of exemptions (e.g. to 
provide for additional hazardous 
materials, packaging design changes, 
additional mode of transportation, etc.) 
are described in footnotes to the 
application number. Application 
numbers with the suffix ‘‘M’’ denote a 
modification request. These 
applications have been separated from 
the new application for exemption to 
facilitate processing.
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before January 15, 2004.
ADDRESS COMMENTS TO: Record Center, 
Research and Special Programs 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Washington, DC 20590. 

Comments should refer to the 
application number and be submitted in 
triplicate. If Confirmation of receipt of 
comments is desired, include a self-
addressed stamped postcard showing 
the exemption number.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Copies of the applications are available 
for inspection in the Records Center, 
Nassif Building, 400 7th Street SW, 
Washington DC or at http://dms.dot.gov. 

This notice of receipt of applications 
for modification of exemption is 
published in accordance with part 107 
of the Federal hazardous materials 
transportation law (49 U.S.C. 5117(b); 
49 CFR 1.53(b)).

Issued in Washington, DC, on December 
24, 2003. 
Ryan Posten, 
Exemptions Program Officer, Office of 
Hazardous Materials Exemptions & 
Approvals.
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MODIFICATION EXEMPTIONS 

Application No. Docket No. Applicant Regulation(s) affected 
Modifica-
tion of ex-
emption 

Nature of exemption thereof 

11215–M ......... ............................ Orbital Sciences Cor-
poration, Majave, CA.

49 CFR Part 172, Sub-
parts C, D; 172.101, 
Special Provision 109.

11215 To modify the exemption to authorize 
an alternate takeoff/landing site of 
the L–1011/Pegasus fuel rocket. 

11818–M ......... ............................ Raytheon Company, El 
Segundo, CA.

49 CFR 173.34(d) ........... 11818 To modify the exemption to authorize 
alternative containers for the pack-
aging and transport of heat pipes 
into larger assemblies in connection 
with a flight project spacecraft. 

13181–M ......... RSPA–02–14022 Thermo MF Physics, Col-
orado Springs, CO.

49 CFR 173.403; 
173.424.

13181 To modify the exemption to authorize 
a design change of the high voltage 
accelerator system for the transpor-
tation of a Division 2.2 material. 

13318–M ......... RSPA–03–16446 Western Industries, 
Chilton, WI.

49 CFR 173.301; 
177.840.

13318 To reissue the exemption originally 
issued on an emergency basis for 
the use of a DOT Specification cyl-
inder packaged in an alternative 
method transporting certain Division 
2.1 materials. 

[FR Doc. 03–32194 Filed 12–30–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4909–60–M
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Research and Special Programs 
Administration 
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AGENCY: Research and Special Programs 
Administration, DOT.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
procedures governing the application 
for, and the processing of, exemptions 
from the Department of Transportation’s 
Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR 
Part 107, Subpart B), notice is hereby 

given that the Office of Hazardous 
Materials Safety has received the 
application described herein. Each 
mode of transportation for which a 
particular exemption is requested is 
indicated by a number in the ‘‘Nature of 
Application’’ portion of the table below 
as follows: 1—Motor vehicle, 2—Rail 
freight, 3—Cargo vessel, 4—Cargo 
aircraft only, 5—Passenger-carrying 
aircraft.

DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before January 30, 2004.
ADDRESS: Record Center, Research and 
Special Programs Administration, U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

Comments should refer to the 
application number and be submitted in 
triplicate. If Confirmation of receipt of 

comments is desired, include a self-
addressed stamped postcard showing 
the exemption number.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Copies of the applications are available 
for inspection in the Records Center, 
Nassif Building, 400 7th Street SW, 
Washington DC or at http://dms.dot.gov.

This notice of receipt of applications 
for modification of exemption is 
published in accordance with Part 107 
of the Federal hazardous materials 
transportation law (49 U.S.C. 5117(b); 
49 CFR 1.53(b)).

Issued in Washington, DC, on December 
24, 2003. 
R. Ryan Posten, 
Exemptions Program Officer, Office of 
Hazardous Materials, Exemptions & 
Approvals.

NEW EXEMPTION 

Application No. Docket No. Applicant Regulation(s) affected Nature of exemption thereof 

13341–N ................. ................................ National Propane Gas 
Association Wash-
ington, DC.

49 CFR 173.315(j)(4) .. To authorize the one-way transportation in 
commerce of certain non-DOT specification 
storage tanks containing propane. (mode 1). 

13343–N ................. ................................ Olin Corporation, Win-
chester Division, 
East Alton, IL.

49 CFR 173–60(b)(4); 
177.834(1)(1).

To authorize the transportation in commerce of 
trinitroresorcinol, wetted, Class 1.1D, pack-
aged in accordance with the required pack-
aging instruction in motor vehicles equipped 
with heating and refrigerating (heat-pump) 
apparatus. (mode 1). 

13344–N ................. ................................ Precision Technik, At-
lanta, GA.

49 CFR 
173.301(a)(f)(1); 
180.209; 173.201; 
173.202; 173.203; 
173.302; 173.304.

To authorize the manufacture, marking and 
sale of a salvage cylinder which do not con-
tain a pressure relief device for use in trans-
porting damaged or leaking gas cylinder. 
(mode 1). 

13347–N ................. ................................ ShipMate, Inc., Tor-
rance, CA.

49 CFR 172.301; 
172.401; 173.201; 
173.202; 172.203(a); 
172.301(c).

To authorize the transportation in commerce of 
certain unmarked, unlabeled, hazardous ma-
terials in single packagings or inner recep-
tacles of combination packagings, placed in 
properly marked and labeled non-specifica-
tion devices. (mode 1). 
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