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accessing the Social Security 
Administration’s employer reporting 
Web site at http://
www.socialsecurity.gov/employer or by 
calling 1–800–772–6270.
DATES: Comments must be received by 
July 16, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this change 
should be mailed or delivered to Chuck 
Liptz, Director, Office of Employer Wage 
Reporting and Relations Staff, Social 
Security Administration, Room 834, 
Altmeyer Building, Baltimore, MD 
21235; or sent by telefax to (410) 966–
8753.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Chuck Liptz, Director, Employer Wage 
Reporting and Relations Staff, Social 
Security Administration, Room 834, 
Altmeyer Building, Baltimore, MD 
21235; telefax (410) 966–8753.

Dated: June 9, 2004. 
Richard Harron, 
Director, Office of Earnings and Information 
Exchange.
[FR Doc. 04–13543 Filed 6–15–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4191–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice 4746] 

Notice of Receipt of Application for a 
Presidential Permit for Pipeline 
Facilities To Be Constructed and 
Maintained on the Border of the United 
States

AGENCY: Department of State, Office of 
International Energy and Commodities 
Policy.
ACTION: Notice.

Notice is hereby given that the 
Department of State has received an 
application from Express Pipeline, LLC 
(Express) for a Presidential permit, 
pursuant to Executive Order 13337 of 
April 30, 2004. On August 30, 1996, the 
State Department had issued a 
Presidential permit to Express Pipeline 
partnership, the applicant’s predecessor 
in interest, to construct, connect, 
operate and maintain a pipeline at the 
international boundary between the 
United States and Canada. On August 1, 
2001, Express Pipeline partnership filed 
a certificate of conversion to a limited 
liability company with the Delaware 
Secretary of State, thereby automatically 
converting to a domestic limited 
liability company. On January 9, 2003, 
Encana Corporation of British Columbia 
sold Express to a consortium comprised 
of Terasen, Inc of British Columbia, 
Ontario Municipal Employees 
Retirement System, and Ontario 

Teachers’ Pension Plan Board, each 
holding an equal one-third interest. The 
application filed with the Department of 
State requests authorization for Express 
to operate and maintain Express’s 
existing crude oil transporter system 
that crosses the U.S.-Canadian border in 
the vicinity of Port of Wild Horse, 
Alberta, traverses the State of Montana, 
and terminates at Casper, Wyoming. It 
also requests authorization to construct, 
connect, operate, and maintain six 
additional pump stations alongside and 
connected to the existing crude oil 
transporter system. 

Express is a limited liability company 
organized and existing under the laws of 
the State of Delaware and with its 
principal office located in Calgary, 
Alberta. Terasen Pipelines (USA) Inc. 
(Terasen Pipelines) operates and 
maintains the existing system on behalf 
of Express. Acting through Terasen 
Pipelines, Express will finance, 
construct, connect, operate and 
maintain the pump stations. 

As required by E.O. 13337, the 
Department of State is circulating this 
application and a draft environmental 
assessment to concerned federal 
agencies for comment.

DATES: Interested parties are invited to 
submit, in duplicate, comments relative 
to this proposal on or before July 16, 
2004, to Pedro Erviti, Office of 
International Energy and Commodities 
Policy, Department of State, 
Washington, DC 20520. The application 
and related documents that are part of 
the record to be considered by the 
Department of State in connection with 
this application are available for 
inspection in the Office of International 
Energy and Commodities Policy during 
normal business hours.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Pedro Erviti, Office of International 
Energy and Commodities Policy (EB/
ESC/IEC/EPC), Department of State, 
Washington, DC 20520; or by telephone 
at (202) 647–1291; or by fax at (202) 
647–4037.

Dated: June 10, 2004. 

Matthew T. McManus, 
Acting Director, Office of International Energy 
and Commodities Policy, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 04–13697 Filed 6–14–04; 2:22 pm] 

BILLING CODE 4710–07–P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

Mutual Recognition Agreement on 
Marine Equipment Between the United 
States and the EEA EFTA States 
(Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein)

AGENCY: Office of the United States 
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The United States is 
considering a proposal to negotiate a 
mutual recognition agreement (MRA) on 
marine equipment with European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA) countries that 
are part of the European Economic Area 
(EEA)—i.e., Norway, Iceland, and 
Liechtenstein. Such an agreement 
would parallel the provisions of the 
Marine Equipment MRA signed by the 
United States and European Community 
(EC) in 2004. The Office of the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) 
seeks public comment on the 
desirability of negotiating a mutual 
recognition agreement in this sector 
with the EEA EFTA States
DATES: Comments should be submitted 
no later than Friday, July 16, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Submissions by electronic 
mail should be sent to: 
FR0429@ustr.gov. Submissions by fax 
should be sent to: Gloria Blue, Executive 
Secretary, Trade Policy Staff Committee 
(TPSC), Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative at (202) 395–6143.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
procedural questions concerning public 
comments, contact Gloria Blue, 
Executive Secretary, Trade Policy Staff 
Committee, Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, 1724 F Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20508, tel: (202) 395–
3475. Substantive questions should be 
addressed to Jim Sanford, Deputy 
Assistant USTR for European Affairs at 
(202) 395–3320; or Jason Buntin, 
Director for EFTA Affairs at (202) 395–
4620.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
February 27, 2004, the United States 
and European Community (EC) signed 
the US–EC Marine Equipment MRA. 
This agreement is to enter into force on 
July 1, 2004. Under the terms of the US–
EC Marine Equipment MRA, designated 
products which comply with U.S. 
requirements will be accepted for sale in 
the European Union (EU) without any 
additional testing. The MRA will permit 
U.S. rigid life rafts, for example, 
determined by the U.S. Coast Guard to 
conform to U.S. regulations to be sold in 
the EU marketplace without any 
additional tests. Likewise, European

VerDate jul<14>2003 17:16 Jun 15, 2004 Jkt 203001 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\16JNN1.SGM 16JNN1



33692 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 115 / Wednesday, June 16, 2004 / Notices 

rigid life rafts that are determined by 
European authorities to meet EU 
requirements can be sold in the United 
States without additional testing. The 
agreement fully preserves the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s authority to determine the level 
of safety protection it considers 
appropriate, and in no way lowers 
current U.S. marine safety requirements. 
The text of the US–EC Marine 
Equipment MRA, including the current 
product scope, is available on USTR’s 
Web site at: http://www.ustr.gov/
regions/eu-med/westeur/2004-02-27-
agreement-marine.pdf. 

The EEA EFTA States (i.e., Norway, 
Iceland, and Liechtenstein) formally 
have requested that the United States 
negotiate a mutual recognition 
agreement (MRA) that would parallel 
the agreement concluded between the 
United States and the EC. 

The Agreement on the European 
Economic Area (EEA) established a 
single market ensuring free circulation 
of goods, persons, capital and services 
among the EU Member States and the 
three EEA EFTA States. Norway, 
Iceland, and Liechtenstein, are 
integrated into the European 
Community Single Market and thereby 
apply the internal market legislation 
(acquis communautaire). This ensures 
that the EEA EFTA States and their 
economic operators are subject to the 
same rights and obligations as their 
counterparts in the European 
Community, and that a product placed 
on the market in accordance with the 
EU technical requirements freely 
circulates within the EEA. 

An agreement between the United 
States and the EEA EFTA States would 
ensure U.S. producers of designated 
marine equipment direct market access 
to the EFTA part of the Community’s 
Single Market. In effect, an MRA with 
the EEA EFTA States would extend the 
benefits of the US–EC marine 
equipment MRA to the markets of 
Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein. 

In the United States, the U.S. Coast 
Guard administers conformity 
assessment requirements for marine 
equipment used on merchant ships, 
which includes lifesaving equipment, 
fire protection systems, and navigational 
equipment. The US–EC Marine 
Equipment MRA product scope is based 
on a detailed product-by-product 
determination of the equivalency of U.S. 
and EU marine equipment 
requirements. Only products facing 
identical requirements in each market 
are included in the initial product 
scope. The initial MRA product scope 
includes 43 products in three main 
categories: life saving equipment (e.g., 
distress signals, rigid life rafts); fire 

protection equipment (e.g., deck 
coverings, flame retardant materials); 
and navigational equipment (e.g., GPS 
equipment, echo-sounding equipment). 
The US–EC agreement also 
contemplates expanding the product 
scope in the future based on the results 
of international regulatory cooperation. 

Public Comments: USTR invites 
written comments from interested 
persons on the desirability of 
negotiating an MRA with the EEA EFTA 
States which would parallel the US–EC 
Marine Equipment MRA. Comments are 
invited in particular on: (a) The benefits 
for pursuing an MRA in this sector; and 
(b) any specific issues regarding an 
MRA in this sector. All submissions 
must be in English and should conform 
to the information requirements of 15 
CFR part 2003. Comments should state 
clearly the position taken and should 
describe the specific information 
(including data, if possible) supporting 
that position. 

USTR strongly recommends that 
interested persons submit comments by 
electronic mail to the following e-mail 
address: FR0429@ustr.gov. Submissions 
by e-mail should include ‘‘US–EEA 
EFTA States Marine Equipment MRA’’ 
in the message subject line. Documents 
should be submitted in Word, 
WordPerfect, or text (.txt) files. 
Supporting documentation submitted as 
spreadsheets is acceptable in Quattro 
Pro or Excel format. 

For any document containing 
business confidential information 
submitted electronically, the file name 
of the business confidential version 
should begin with the characters
‘‘BC–’’; and the file name of the public 
version should begin with the character 
‘‘P–’’. The ‘‘P–’’ or ‘‘BC–’’ should be 
followed by the name of the submitted 
information. Persons who make 
submissions by e-mail should not 
provide separate cover letters; 
information that might appear in a cover 
letter should be included in the 
submission itself. To the extent 
possible, any attachments to the 
submission should be included in the 
same file as the submission itself. 

Written comments or other 
information submitted in connection 
with this request, except information 
granted ‘‘business confidential’’ status 
pursuant to 15 CFR 2003.6, will be 
available for public inspection in the 
USTR Reading Room, Room 3, 1724 F 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20508. An 
appointment to review the file may be 
made by calling (202) 395–6186. The 
Reading Room is open to the public 

from 10 a.m. to noon, and from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Carmen Suro-Bredie, 
Chair, Trade Policy Staff Committee.
[FR Doc. 04–13576 Filed 6–15–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3190–W4–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Intent To Rule on Application 
To Impose and Use the Revenue From 
a Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) at 
Reno/Tahoe International Airport, 
Reno, NV

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent to rule on 
application. 

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to rule and 
invites public comment on the 
application to impose and use the 
revenue from a PFC at Reno/Tahoe 
International Airport under the 
provisions of the 49 U.S.C. 40117 and 
part 158 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 158).
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before July 16, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Comments on this 
application may be mailed or delivered 
in triplicate to the FAA at the following 
address: Federal Aviation 
Administration, Airports Division, 
15000 Aviation Blvd., Lawndale, CA 
90261, or San Francisco Airports 
District Office, 831 Mitten Road, Room 
210, Burlingame, CA 94010. In addition, 
one copy of any comments submitted to 
the FAA must be mailed or delivered to 
Mr. Christopher Horton, Manager of 
Finance, Airport Authority of Washoe 
County, at the following address: 2001 
East Plumb Lane, Reno, NV 89502. Air 
carriers and foreign air carriers may 
submit copies of written comments 
previously provided to the Airport 
Authority of Washoe County under 
section 158.23 of Part 158.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joseph Rodriguez, Environmental 
Planning and Compliance Section 
Supervisor, San Francisco Airports 
District Office, 831 Mitten Road, Room 
210, Burlingame, CA 94010, Telephone: 
(650) 876–2805. The application may be 
reviewed in person at this same 
location.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The FAA proposes to rule and invites 
public comment on the application to 
impose and use the revenue from 9 PFC 
at Reno/Tahoe International Airport 
under the provisions of the 49 U.S.C.
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