
51334 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 159 / Wednesday, August 18, 2004 / Notices 

documentation concerning such matters 
as issuance of drivers’ licenses, 
immunity from prosecution, and tax 
exemptions. 

7. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Aviation Administration (N1–
237–04–1, 6 items, 5 temporary items). 
Records relating to inspections of air 
carriers, flight schools, repair stations, 
and other entities involved in aviation. 
Included are such records as inspection 
forms, correspondence, and individual 
inspection reports. Also included are 
electronic copies of records created 
using electronic mail and word 
processing. Recordkeeping copies of 
annual reports are proposed for 
permanent retention. 

8. Department of the Treasury, Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing (N1–318–04–
2, 4 items, 4 temporary items). Master 
files and system documentation relating 
to an electronic system used for 
integrated enterprise resource planning 
in order to ensure product 
accountability at agency facilities. Also 
included are electronic copies of records 
created using electronic mail and word 
processing. 

9. Department of the Treasury, Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing (N1–318–04–
9, 4 items, 3 temporary items). Records 
relating to agreements under which the 
agency reimburses other Federal 
agencies. Also included are electronic 
copies of records created using 
electronic mail and word processing 
that relate to agreements. Proposed for 
permanent retention are recordkeeping 
copies of agreements and related records 
pertaining to projects in which the 
agency receives reimbursement. 

10. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Agency-wide (N1–412–04–3, 3 items, 3 
temporary items). Paper and electronic 
records relating to investigations and 
hazardous waste clean up activities at 
formerly used defense sites. Included 
are such records as reports and 
correspondence pertaining to sampling 
and assessment of contaminated areas, 
cleanup and site closeout, and other 
matters. Historically valuable records 
relating to these activities are filed in 
permanent Superfund and related case 
files. Also included are electronic 
copies of records created using 
electronic e-mail and word processing. 

11. Federal Retirement Thrift 
Investment Board, Office of 
Administration (N1–474–04–2, 5 items, 
5 temporary items). Debt collection case 
files and other records that relate to 
debts owed to the agency by Thrift 
Savings Plan participants, their 
beneficiaries, and others. Also included 
are electronic copies of records created 
using electronic mail and word 
processing. 

12. General Services Administration, 
Office of the Inspector General (N1–
269–04–1, 4 items, 4 temporary items). 
Electronic copies of records created 
using electronic mail and word 
processing that relate to inspections of 
field offices, pre-appointment 
investigations of criminal investigators, 
and Inspector General employees who 
testify in criminal matters. This 
schedule also increases the retention 
period of recordkeeping copies of these 
files, which were previously approved 
for disposal. 

13. Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Radiation Protection Program (N1–142–
04–3, 22 items, 22 temporary items). 
Paper, microfilm, and electronic records 
relating to radiation protection 
activities. Records pertain to such 
matters as the radiation exposure 
history of individual employees, 
radiological control programs, and 
procedures to deal with radiological 
emergencies. Also included are 
electronic copies of documents created 
using electronic mail and word 
processing.

Dated: August 9, 2004. 
Michael J. Kurtz, 
Assistant Archivist for Records Services—
Washington, DC.
[FR Doc. 04–18871 Filed 8–17–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7515–01–P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket No. 50–263] 

Nuclear Management Company, LLC; 
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant; 
Exemption 

1.0 Background 
The Nuclear Management Company, 

LLC (NMC) is the holder of Facility 
Operating License No. DPR–22, which 
authorizes operation of the Monticello 
Nuclear Generating Plant (MNGP). NMC 
provides, among other things, that the 
facility is subject to all rules, 
regulations, and orders of the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC, 
the Commission) now or hereafter in 
effect. The facility consists of a boiling-
water reactor located in Wright County, 
Minnesota. 

2.0 Request/Action 
Title 10 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations (10 CFR), Section 50.48(b), 
‘‘Fire Protection,’’ specifies that 
Appendix R, ‘‘Fire Protection Program 
for Nuclear Power Facilities Operating 
Prior to January 1, 1979,’’ established 
fire protection requirements to satisfy 10 
CFR Part 50, Appendix A, General 

Design Criterion 3, ‘‘Fire Protection.’’ 
Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b, specifies 
that (1) Cables and equipment and 
associated non-safety circuits of 
redundant trains be separated by a 
horizontal distance of more than 20 feet 
with no intervening combustible or fire 
hazards, and (2) fire detectors and an 
automatic fire suppression system be 
installed in the fire area. 

In Northern States Power’s (the 
licensee for Monticello at that time) 
letter of June 30, 1982, it requested a 
permanent exemption from the 
automatic suppression system 
requirements of Appendix R, Section 
III.G.2.b for the suppression pool torus 
area. Northern States Power justified the 
exemption by stating the following:

* * * the area is separated from other 
plant areas by three-hour fire rated barriers. 
Fire protection consists of smoke detectors, 
manual hose stations, and portable fire 
extinguishers. The only redundant safe 
shutdown equipment in the area consists of 
instrumentation for measuring the water 
temperature and level in the torus. The 
redundant trains are separated by one 
hundred feet and are free of intervening 
combustibles. Essentially no combustible 
material is stored or located in the area. 
Furthermore, all surfaces are concrete except 
for the torus, which is steel. All cables are 
installed in conduit.

The technical requirements of Section 
III.G.2 were not met in fire zone 1F (the 
torus compartment at MNGP) because 
cables and components of redundant 
shutdown divisions were not protected 
with area-wide automatic sprinkler 
system. 

The NRC’s letter of June 16, 1983, 
granted the exemption request, citing 
the following:

* * * because of the restricted access to 
this area, the probability of an exposure fire 
from the accumulation of transient 
combustibles, during normal operation, is 
low. We find that this feature, in conjunction 
with the one hundred feet of separation 
between redundant trains and early warning 
fire detection, provides reasonable assurance 
that one train will be maintained free of fire 
damage.

NMC’s letter of September 15, 2003, 
as supplemented February 24, 2004, 
resubmitted its request for a permanent 
exemption from the requirements of 
Section III.G.2.b for fire area IV/fire zone 
1F, stating the following:

* * * in 1985, a new safe shutdown 
analysis crediting only the minimum systems 
and equipment required to achieve safe 
shutdown was developed. This new 
shutdown methodology required the use of 
Core Spray, Safety Relief Valves and Residual 
Heat Removal (RHR) in the Suppression Pool 
Cooling mode. Prior to that time, these 
systems were not required to achieve safe 
shutdown given a fire in Fire Area IV/Fire 
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Zone 1F. Both Division I and Division II 
components and cables for the Core Spray 
and Residual Heat Removal systems are 
contained within this fire area. Only one 
division of Safety Relief Valve control and 
indicating cables is located with this fire 
area. The impact of this revised shutdown 
methodology on the Fire Area IV/Fire Zone 
1F exemption was not addressed when the 
shutdown model was revised. In addition, 
the Division II suppression pool temperature 
cable exit from the Torus Compartment and 
the location of the Division II suppression 
pool level transmitter were incorrectly 
depicted in Enclosure 2 of Reference G.2. 

* * * As a result of internal assessments 
of the MNGP Fire Protection Program, NMC 
determined that the existing exemption from 
10 CFR 50, Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b for 
the Torus Compartment * * * did not bound 
the existing plant configuration and the 
current MNGP Appendix R Safe Shutdown 
Analysis. The NMC has completed an 
investigation into the Torus Compartment 
design basis and has determined that an 
exemption is appropriate for this area.

The results of the NRC staff’s 
evaluation of NMC’s request are 
provided below. 

3.0 Discussion 
Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.12, the 

Commission may, upon application by 
any interested person or upon its own 
initiative, grant exemptions from the 
requirements of 10 CFR Part 50 when (1) 
The exemptions are authorized by law, 
will not present an undue risk to public 
health and safety, and are consistent 
with the common defense and security; 
and (2) when special circumstances are 
present. Special circumstances exist if it 
is not necessary to apply the technical 
requirements of 10 CFR Part 50 to 
achieve the underlying purpose of the 
regulation. The underlying purpose of 
Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b to 10 CFR 
Part 50 is to assure that one train of 
redundant safe shutdown equipment 
will be maintained free of fire damage. 

The NRC staff analyzed the following 
items in the suppression pool torus area 
at MNGP to satisfy the requirements of 
10 CFR 50.12 for granting the exemption 
from the automatic suppression system 
requirements of Appendix R, Section 
III.G.2.b: 

• Minimal amount of fixed and 
transient combustibles 

• Smoke detector provisions 
• Existing separation between 

redundant trains of core spray valves, 
RHR cooling valves, suppression pool 
level transmitters, and the suppression 
pool temperature monitoring system 
(SPOTMOS). 

NMC’s letter of September 15, 2003, 
stated that fixed combustibles consist of 
a single 3⁄4-inch diameter radiax antenna 
cable, routed around approximately 70 
percent of the perimeter wall. Other 

cables within the torus compartment are 
in conduit except for short runs of 
exposed cable that may exist between a 
device and its associated junction box or 
conduit. This amount of fixed 
combustibles is negligible. NMC also 
said that transient combustibles were 
controlled by procedure.

The NRC staff sent NMC a request for 
additional information (RAI) dated 
January 30, 2004, asking NMC to clarify 
the type and quantity of transient 
combustibles it allowed into fire zone 
1F. NMC’s RAI response letter of 
February 24, 2004, disclosed the 
transient combustible loading for fire 
zone 1F. The loading consisted of two 
gallons of general-purpose solvent and 
three fiberglass ladders for a total of 1.7 
million British thermal units (BTUs) 
equating to 142 BTUs per square foot. 
NMC evaluated additional combustibles 
for outage pre-staging that have been in 
the fire zone and totaled them to be 2.4 
million BTUs. This is less than 1100 
BTUs per square foot. These amounts of 
transient combustibles are minimal. 

The arrangement of the core spray 
valves is shown on Figure 1 of NMC’s 
September 15, 2003, submittal. Division 
1 core spray valve MO–1749 is located 
just below the ceiling of the torus 
compartment near column lines N and 
8.9. Division 2 core spray valve MO–
1750 is located in the same 
compartment near column lines N and 
3.1. Approximately 130 feet separate 
these valves and their associated cables. 
The drywell also blocks the direct line-
of-sight. Smoke detectors, that are 
annunciated in the control room, are 
near each core spray valve with three 
more detectors intervening on each of 
the two paths around the torus 
compartment. 

The arrangement of the RHR cooling 
valves is also shown on Figure 1 of 
NMC’s submittal. Division 1 RHR 
cooling valves MO–2006 and MO–2008 
are located in the torus compartment 
between column lines N and P and 7.9. 
Division 2 RHR cooling valve MO–2009 
is located in the same compartment 
between column lines N and P and 4.1 
and 5.1. Approximately 130 feet 
separate the Division 1 valves and their 
associated cables from the Division 2 
valves. The drywell also blocks the 
direct line-of-sight. Smoke detectors, 
that are annunciated in the control 
room, are near each RHR cooling valve 
with three more detectors intervening 
on each of the two paths around the 
torus compartment. 

As previously discussed in Section 
2.0 of this evaluation, the NRC’s letter 
of June 16, 1983, granted an exemption 
for the suppression pool level 
transmitters. However, during the NRC 

staff’s evaluation of NMC’s September 
15, 2003, exemption request, the staff 
identified discrepancies between 
Figures 1 and 2 concerning the routing 
of conduit for Division 1 and Division 
2 suppression pool level transmitters 
LT7338A and LT338B. The NRC’s RAI 
of January 30, 2004, questioned the 
location of the conduit and the 
associated penetrations exiting the fire 
zone. NMC’s RAI response corrected the 
location and placed all of the 
information on Figure 2 of the revised 
submittal. Division 1 and Division 2 
components are separated by at least 75 
feet. Smoke detectors that are 
annunciated in the control room are 
near each level transmitter, with 
additional detectors intervening 
between the divisions in the torus 
compartment. 

The SPOTMOS at MNGP consists of 
two redundant divisions. Each of the 
divisions has eight resistance 
temperature detectors (RTDs). Cabling 
inside conduit connects the RTDs in 
each division, runs around the 
suppression pool in close proximity to 
each other, and then exits the fire zones 
at least 75 feet apart. NMC’s letter of 
September 15, 2003, stated that the 
system could operate in an ‘‘operable 
but degraded’’ mode to support post-fire 
safe shutdown with as little as one 
detector in one train being operable. 

Due to the close proximity of the 
conduits, and the concern that a single 
fire could involve both Division 1 and 
Division 2 conduits, the NRC staff 
requested further information on the 
SPOTMOS in its RAI. Specifically, the 
NRC staff requested NMC to address 
how the SPOTMOS would 
automatically eliminate (1) a failed 
temperature sensor, and (2) a fire-
induced failure (hot short, short to 
ground, open, or increased/decreased 
resistance or voltage) of the cable to the 
temperature elements that is inside 
conduit. NMC’s RAI response of 
February 24, 2004, described the 
operation of the system, addressing each 
of the failure modes. The critical 
distance between Division 1 and 
Division 2 for operation in the operable-
but-degraded mode is at least 85 feet 
(where the cables enter the torus 
compartment). Smoke detectors, that 
annunciate in the control room, are 
located near each cable entry. 
Additional smoke detectors are 
distributed throughout the torus 
compartment. 

The NRC staff concludes that NMC 
has met the underlying purpose of 
Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b, without 
having an automatic fire suppression 
system in the suppression pool torus 
area at MNGP considering the following: 
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• Minimal amount of fixed and 
transient combustibles present 

• Smoke detector provisions 
• Separation between redundant 

trains of core spray valves, RHR cooling 
valves, and suppression pool level 
transmitters 

• Ability of SPOTMOS to continue to 
operate with at least one RTD on one 
train in the operable-but-degraded mode 
for any fire in fire zone 1F that involved 
both conduit trains 

The NRC staff further concludes that 
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.12(a)(2)(ii), 
application of the regulation in these 
particular circumstances is not 
necessary to achieve the underlying 
purpose of the rule. Therefore, NMC’s 
exemption request is acceptable. 

4.0 Conclusion 
Accordingly, the Commission has 

determined that, pursuant to 10 CFR 
50.12(a), the exemption is authorized by 
law, will not present an undue risk to 
the public health and safety, and is 
consistent with the common defense 
and security. Also, special 
circumstances are present. Therefore, 
the Commission hereby grants NMC a 
permanent exemption from the 
requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, 
Appendix R, Section III.G.2.b, to not 
provide an automatic fire suppression 
system for fire area IV/fire zone 1F at 
MNGP. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.32, the 
Commission has determined that the 
granting of this exemption will not have 
a significant effect on the quality of the 
human environment (69 FR 46187). 

This exemption is effective upon 
issuance.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 6th day 
of August 2004.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Ledyard B. Marsh, 
Director, Division of Licensing Project 
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation.
[FR Doc. 04–18885 Filed 8–17–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

FY 2004–2009 Strategic Plan, NUREG–
1614, Volume 3; Notice of Availability

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is announcing the 
availability of NUREG–1614, Volume 3, 
‘‘U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
FY 2004–2009 Strategic Plan,’’ dated 
August 12, 2004.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission today 
issued its new Strategic Plan for fiscal 
years 2004–2009, establishing how the 
agency intends to carry out its mission. 

The plan includes five goals of safety, 
security, openness, effectiveness, and 
management, which together support 
our ability to maintain the public health 
and safety. It also reflects the 
interrelationship among safety, security, 
and emergency response. Each goal has 
strategic outcomes, which will provide 
a general barometer whether the goals 
are being achieved. There are also 
strategies that describe actions intended 
to accomplish the goals. 

The agency’s five goals are described 
below in further detail: 

Safety 
Ensure protection of public health 

and safety and the environment. The 
NRC’s primary goal continues to be the 
safe use of radioactive materials to 
ensure the protection of public health 
and safety and the environment. 
Specific strategies are identified to 
ensure there are no reactor accidents or 
releases of radioactive materials that 
result in significant radiation exposures, 
fatalities or adverse environmental 
impacts. 

Security 
Ensure the secure use and 

management of radioactive materials. 
The goal on security has been added in 
response to the events of September 11, 
2001. To achieve this goal, specific 
strategies are identified to ensure there 
are no instances in which licensed 
radioactive materials are used in a 
terrorist act in the United States. 

Openness 
Ensure openness in our regulatory 

process. The agency recognizes that 
stakeholders need to be informed about, 
and have an opportunity to participate 
in the NRC’s regulatory process. The 
NRC views nuclear regulation as the 
public’s business and, as such, it should 
be transacted openly and candidly, to 
the extent possible in order to maintain 
the public’s confidence but not 
jeopardize national security. 

Effectiveness 
Ensure that NRC actions are effective, 

efficient, realistic, and timely. The 
Agency’s drive to improve its 
performance, coupled with increasing 
demands on the NRC’s finite resources, 
clearly indicates a need for the Agency 
to become more effective, efficient, 
realistic, and timely in its regulatory 
activities. Initiatives related to this goal 
are congruent with the Agency’s safety 

and security goals, and serve to ensure 
that available resources are optimally 
directed toward the NRC’s mission. 

Management 

Ensure excellence in Agency 
management to carry out the NRC’s 
Strategic Objective. The Agency believes 
that management excellence is essential 
to support the staff in accomplishing the 
Agency’s mission. This goal includes 
strategies for the management of human 
capital, infrastructure management, 
financial management, electronic 
government, budget and performance 
integration, and internal 
communications. 

Success in achieving each goal will be 
gauged primarily through performance 
measures developed for the agency’s 
annual performance budget and will be 
reported in the annual Performance and 
Accountability Report. 

Stakeholder feedback was particularly 
valuable in helping the Commission 
develop the Strategic Plan. 

NUREG–1614, Volume 3, and other 
publicly available documents related to 
this notice are available for electronic 
viewing on public computers in the 
NRC’s Public Document Room (PDR), 
Public File Area O1F21, One White 
Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, 
Rockville, Maryland. The PDR’s 
reproduction services contractor will 
provide copies of publicly available 
documents for a fee. 

Publicly available documents related 
to this notice, including public 
comments received, are also available 
electronically through the NRC’s 
Agencywide Documents Access 
and Management System (ADAMS) at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/
adams.html. ADAMS provides text and 
image files of NRC’s public documents. 
NUREG–1614, Volume 3, is publicly 
available in ADAMS under Accession 
No. ML042230185, or on the agency’s 
Web site at: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr1614. 
If you do not have access to ADAMS, or 
if there are problems in accessing the 
documents located in ADAMS, contact 
the NRC Public Document Room (PDR) 
Reference staff at 1 (800) 397–4209, 
(301) 415–4737, or by e-mail to 
PDR@nrc.gov. 

A free single copy of NUREG–1614, 
Volume 3, to the extent of availability, 
may be requested by writing to the 
Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
Reproduction and Distribution Services 
Section, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Printing and Graphics 
Branch, Washington, DC 20555–0001; 
facsimile: (301) 415–2289; e-mail: 
DISTRIBUTION@nrc.gov.
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