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A PW617F–E engine powered twin
engined aircraft had recently experienced an
uncommanded power reduction on one of its
engines. Investigation showed that the Fuel
Filter Bypass Valve poppet in the Fuel Oil
Heat Exchanger (FOHE) on that engine had
worn through the housing seat, allowing
unfiltered fuel and debris to contaminate the
Fuel Metering Unit (FMU), resulting in fuel
flow drop and subsequent power reduction.
P&WC has confirmed that this is a dormant
failure that could result in an unsafe
condition.
The PW615F–A engine Fuel Filter Bypass
Valve installation is very similar to that of
PW617F–E, but so far there have been no
operational abnormalities reported due to
subject valve failure on PW615F–A engines.
However, evaluation by P&WC has confirmed
similar dormant failure of worn through
poppets of the subject valve on some
PW615F–A engine installations, which could
affect both engines at the same time on an
aircraft and may result in an unsafe
condition.
We are issuing this AD to prevent
uncommanded power reduction, which
could result in the inability to continue safe
flight and safe landing.
Actions and Compliance
(e) Unless already done, replace the FOHE
fuel filter bypass poppet valve with a larger
fuel filter bypass poppet valve within 25
hours of the effective date of the AD. Use
paragraph 3.A. of the Accomplishment
Instructions of Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp.
Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) No. PW600–72–
A63071, Revision 1, dated January 7, 2010,
to do the replacement.
Previous Credit
(f) A fuel filter bypass poppet valve
replacement performed before the effective
date of this AD using Pratt & Whitney Canada
Corp. ASB No. PW600–72–A63071, dated
December 9, 2009, satisfies the replacement
requirement of this AD.
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Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)
(g) The Manager, Engine Certification
Office, FAA, has the authority to approve
AMOCs for this AD, if requested using the
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19.

Material Incorporated by Reference
(j) You must use Pratt & Whitney Canada
Corp. ASB No. PW600–72–A63071, Revision
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Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on
August 4, 2010.
Peter A. White,
Assistant Manager, Engine and Propeller
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 2010–20712 Filed 8–20–10; 8:45 am]
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Airworthiness Directives; Pratt &
Whitney Canada Corp. PW617F–E
Turbofan Engines
Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.
AGENCY:

We are adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for the
products listed above. This AD results
from mandatory continuing
airworthiness information (MCAI)
issued by an aviation authority of
another country to identify and correct
an unsafe condition on an aviation
product. The MCAI describes the unsafe
condition as:

SUMMARY:

Related Information
(h) Refer to MCAI Transport Canada AD
CF–2010–03, dated January 20, 2010, for
related information. Contact Pratt & Whitney
Canada Corp., 1000 Marie-Victorin,
Longueuil, Quebec, Canada, J4G 1A1;
telephone 800–268–8000; fax 450–647–2888;
Web site: http://www.pwc.ca, for a copy of
this service information.
(i) Contact James Lawrence, Aerospace
Engineer, Engine Certification Office, FAA,
Engine and Propeller Directorate, 12 New
England Executive Park; Burlington, MA
01803; e-mail: james.lawrence@faa.gov;
telephone (781) 238–7176; fax (781) 238–
7199, for more information about this AD.
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1, dated January 7, 2010 to do the
replacement required by this AD.
(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference of
this service information under 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.
(2) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Pratt & Whitney Canada
Corp., 1000 Marie-Victorin, Longueuil,
Quebec, Canada, J4G 1A1; telephone 800–
268–8000; fax 450–647–2888; Web site:
http://www.pwc.ca.
(3) You may review copies at the FAA,
New England Region, 12 New England
Executive Park, Burlington, MA; or at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
(202) 741–6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibrlocations.html.

A PW617F–E engine powered twin
engined aircraft had recently experienced an
uncommanded power reduction on one of its
engines. Investigation showed that the Fuel
Filter Bypass Valve poppet in the Fuel Oil
Heat Exchanger (FOHE) on that engine had
worn through the housing seat, allowing
unfiltered fuel and debris to contaminate the
Fuel Metering Unit (FMU), resulting in fuel
flow drop and subsequent power reduction.
Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. issued an
Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) No. PW600–72–
A66019 to inspect and replace any discrepant
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valve with the same type new valve. The
inspection results confirmed that failure of a
worn through poppet is dormant and it can
affect both engines at the same time that
could result in an unsafe condition on
PW617F–E powered aircraft.

We are issuing this AD to prevent
uncommanded power reduction, which
could result in the inability to continue
safe flight and safe landing.
DATES: This AD becomes effective
September 27, 2010. The Director of the
Federal Register approved the
incorporation by reference of certain
publications listed in this AD as of
September 27, 2010.
ADDRESSES: The Docket Operations
office is located at Docket Management
Facility, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue, SE., West Building Ground
Floor, Room W12–140, Washington, DC
20590–0001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Lawrence, Aerospace Engineer,
Engine Certification Office, FAA, Engine
and Propeller Directorate, 12 New
England Executive Park; Burlington, MA
01803; e-mail: james.lawrence@faa.gov;
telephone (781) 238–7176; fax (781)
238–7199.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Discussion
We issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 to include an AD that would
apply to the specified products. That
NPRM was published in the Federal
Register on May 17, 2010 (75 FR 27491).
That NPRM proposed to correct an
unsafe condition for the specified
products. The MCAI states that:
A PW617F–E engine powered twin
engined aircraft had recently experienced an
uncommanded power reduction on one of its
engines. Investigation showed that the Fuel
Filter Bypass Valve poppet in the FOHE on
that engine had worn through the housing
seat, allowing unfiltered fuel and debris to
contaminate the FMU, resulting in fuel flow
drop and subsequent power reduction.
Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. issued an
ASB No. PW600–72–A66019 to inspect and
replace any discrepant valve with the same
type new valve. The inspection results
confirmed that failure of a worn through
poppet is dormant and it can affect both
engines at the same time that could result in
an unsafe condition on PW617F–E powered
aircraft.
On November 23, 2009, Pratt & Whitney
Canada Corp. issued an ASB No. PW600–72–
A66021 that introduced a new fuel Filter
Bypass Valve Assembly with an improved
design poppet to help alleviate the subject
poppet wear problem. This AD is issued to
mandate replacement of the FOHE fuel filter
bypass valve on all PW617F–E engines as per
Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. ASB No.
PW600–72–A66021 instructions.
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Comments
We gave the public the opportunity to
participate in developing this AD. We
received no comments on the NPRM or
on the determination of the cost to the
public.
Conclusion
We reviewed the available data and
determined that air safety and the
public interest require adopting the AD
as proposed.
Costs of Compliance
Based on the service information, we
estimate that this AD will affect about
77 engines installed on airplanes of U.S.
registry. We also estimate that it will
take about 3.5 work-hours per engine to
comply with this AD. The average labor
rate is $85 per work-hour. Required
parts will cost about $22,582 per engine.
Based on these figures, we estimate the
cost of the AD on U.S. operators to be
$1,761,722.
Authority for This Rulemaking
Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. ‘‘Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs,’’ describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.
We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in ‘‘Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
General requirements.’’ Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.
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Regulatory Findings
We determined that this AD will not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132. This AD will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.
For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this AD:
1. Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory
action’’ under Executive Order 12866;
2. Is not a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and
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3. Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.
We prepared a regulatory evaluation
of the estimated costs to comply with
this AD and placed it in the AD docket.
Examining the AD Docket
You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov; or in person at the
Docket Operations office between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The street address for
the Docket Operations office (phone
(800) 647–5527) is provided in the
ADDRESSES section. Comments will be
available in the AD docket shortly after
receipt.
List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.
Adoption of the Amendment
Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

■

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES
1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

■

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§ 39.13

[Amended]

2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new AD:

■

2010–17–01 Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp.
(formerly Pratt & Whitney Canada, Inc.):
Amendment 39–16391. Docket No.
FAA–2010–0246; Directorate Identifier
2010–NE–16–AD.
Effective Date
(a) This airworthiness directive (AD)
becomes effective September 27, 2010.
Affected ADs
(b) None.
Applicability
(c) This AD applies to Pratt & Whitney
Canada Corp. PW617F–E turbofan engines
with fuel/oil heat exchanger (FOHE) part
number (P/N) 35C4540–01 installed. These
engines are installed on, but not limited to,
Empresa Brasileira de Aeronáutica S.A (EMB)
500 airplanes.
Reason
(d) This AD results from mandatory
continuing airworthiness information (MCAI)
issued by an aviation authority of another
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country to identify and correct an unsafe
condition on an aviation product. The MCAI
describes the unsafe condition as:
A PW617F–E engine powered twin
engined aircraft had recently experienced an
uncommanded power reduction on one of its
engines. Investigation showed that the Fuel
Filter Bypass Valve poppet in the FOHE on
that engine had worn through the housing
seat, allowing unfiltered fuel and debris to
contaminate the Fuel Metering Unit,
resulting in fuel flow drop and subsequent
power reduction.
Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. issued an
Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) No. PW600–72–
A66019 to inspect and replace any discrepant
valve with the same type new valve. The
inspection results confirmed that failure of a
worn through poppet is dormant and it can
affect both engines at the same time that
could result in an unsafe condition on
PW617F–E powered aircraft.
We are issuing this AD to prevent
uncommanded power reduction, which
could result in the inability to continue safe
flight and safe landing.
Actions and Compliance
(e) Unless already done, replace the FOHE
fuel filter bypass poppet valve with a larger
fuel filter bypass poppet valve within 25
hours of the effective date of the AD. Use
paragraph 3.A. of the Accomplishment
Instructions of Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp.
ASB No. PW600–72–A66021, Revision 1,
dated January 7, 2010, to do the replacement.
Previous Credit
(f) A fuel filter bypass poppet valve
replacement performed before the effective
date of this AD using Pratt & Whitney Canada
Corp. ASB No. PW600–72–A66021, dated
November 23, 2009, satisfies the replacement
requirement of this AD.
Alternative Methods of Compliance
(g) The Manager, Engine Certification
Office, FAA, has the authority to approve
AMOCs for this AD, if requested using the
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19.
Related Information
(h) Refer to MCAI Transport Canada
Airworthiness Directive CF–2010–02, dated
January 20, 2010, for related information.
(i) Contact James Lawrence, Aerospace
Engineer, Engine Certification Office, FAA,
Engine and Propeller Directorate, 12 New
England Executive Park; Burlington, MA
01803; e-mail: james.lawrence@faa.gov;
telephone (781) 238–7176; fax (781) 238–
7199, for more information about this AD.
Material Incorporated by Reference
(j) You must use Pratt & Whitney Canada
Corp. ASB No. PW600–72–A66021, Revision
1, dated January 7, 2010 to do the
replacement required by this AD.
(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference of
this service information under 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.
(2) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Contact Pratt & Whitney
Canada Corp., 1000 Marie-Victorin,
Longueuil, Quebec, Canada, J4G 1A1;
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telephone 800–268–8000; fax 450–647–2888;
Web site: http://www.pwc.ca.
(3) You may review copies at the FAA,
New England Region, 12 New England
Executive Park, Burlington, MA; or at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
(202) 741–6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibrlocations.html.
Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on
July 30, 2010.
Peter A. White,
Assistant Manager, Engine and Propeller
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 2010–20714 Filed 8–20–10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P
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Federal Aviation Administration
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[Docket No. FAA–2010–0187; Airspace
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Amendment of the Pacific High and
Low Offshore Airspace Areas;
California
Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.
AGENCY:

This action modifies the
Pacific High and Low Offshore Airspace
Areas to provide additional airspace in
which domestic air traffic control
procedures can be used to separate and
manage aircraft operations in the
currently uncontrolled airspace off the
California coast. This change will
enhance the efficient utilization of that
airspace within the National Airspace
System.
DATES: Effective date 0901 UTC,
November 18, 2010. The Director of the
Federal Register approves this
incorporation by reference action under
1 CFR part 51, subject to the annual
revision of FAA Order 7400.9 and
publication of conforming amendments.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
McElroy, Airspace and Rules Group,
Office of System Operations Airspace
and AIM, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267–8783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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SUMMARY:

History
On Monday, June 7, 2010, the FAA
published in the Federal Register a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
to modify the Pacific High and Low
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Control Areas (75 FR 32119). Interested
parties were invited to participate in
this rulemaking effort by submitting
written comments on the proposal. No
comments were received. The proposed
legal description contained the
exclusion of active warning area
airspace; it was brought to our attention
that it was not necessary to exclude
active warning areas in the description
since active warning areas are excluded
by policy. With this exception, this
amendment is the same as that proposed
in the NPRM.
The Rule
This action amends Title 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71 by
modifying the Pacific High and Low
Offshore Airspace Areas, by extending
the present airspace boundaries further
southeast of the current location to the
Mexico FIR capturing pockets of
uncontrolled airspace off the California
coast. This modification will allow the
application of domestic ATC separation
procedures in lieu of ICAO separation
and enhance system capacity and allow
for more efficient utilization of that
airspace.
Offshore airspace areas are published
in paragraph 2003 and 6007,
respectfully, of FAA Order 7400.9T
signed August 27, 2009 and effective
September 15, 2009, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The offshore airspace listed in this
document will be published
subsequently in the Order.
The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. Therefore, this regulation: (1) Is
not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that will only affect air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority.

PO 00000

Frm 00043

Fmt 4700

Sfmt 4700

51661

This rulemaking is promulgated
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart I, Section
40103. Under that section, the FAA is
charged with prescribing regulations to
assign the use of the airspace necessary
to ensure the safety of aircraft and the
efficient use of airspace. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority as
it modifies the high and low offshore
airspace areas off the coast of California.
ICAO Considerations
As part of this action relates to
navigable airspace outside the United
States, this notice is submitted in
accordance with the ICAO International
Standards and Recommended Practices.
The application of International
Standards and Recommended Practices
by the FAA, Office of System
Operations Airspace and AIM, Airspace
and Rules Group, in areas outside the
United States domestic airspace, is
governed by the Convention on
International Civil Aviation.
Specifically, the FAA is governed by
Article 12 and Annex 11, which pertain
to the establishment of necessary air
navigational facilities and services to
promote the safe, orderly, and
expeditious flow of civil air traffic. The
purpose of Article 12 and Annex 11 is
to ensure that civil aircraft operations
on international air routes are
performed under uniform conditions.
The International Standards and
Recommended Practices in Annex 11
apply to airspace under the jurisdiction
of a contracting State, derived from
ICAO. Annex 11 provisions apply when
air traffic services are provided and a
contracting State accepts the
responsibility of providing air traffic
services over high seas or in airspace of
undetermined sovereignty. A
contracting State accepting this
responsibility may apply the
International Standards and
Recommended Practices that are
consistent with standards and practices
utilized in its domestic jurisdiction.
In accordance with Article 3 of the
Convention, State-owned aircraft are
exempt from the Standards and
Recommended Practices of Annex 11.
The United States is a contracting State
to the Convention. Article 3(d) of the
Convention provides that participating
State aircraft will be operated in
international airspace with due regard
for the safety of civil aircraft. Since this
action involves, in part, the designation
of navigable airspace outside the United
States, the Administrator is consulting
with the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Defense in accordance with
the provisions of Executive Order
10854.

E:\FR\FM\23AUR1.SGM

23AUR1

