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the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA, in writing, before
the end of the comment period and
specify the basis for their request.
All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number and may be
submitted by any of the following
methods:
• Web site: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.
• Fax: 202–493–2251.
• Mail: Docket Operations Facility,
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue, SE., W12–140,
Washington, DC 20590.
• Hand Delivery: 1200 New Jersey
Avenue, SE., Room W12–140,
Washington, DC 20590, between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays.
Communications received by October
14, 2011 will be considered by FRA
before final action is taken. Comments
received after that date will be
considered as far as practicable.
Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of any written
communications and comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78), or
online at http://www.dot.gov/
privacy.html.
Issued in Washington, DC, on August 23,
2011.
Robert C. Lauby,
Deputy Associate Administrator for
Regulatory and Legislative Operations.
[FR Doc. 2011–22058 Filed 8–29–11; 8:45 am]
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Safety Notice: Transportation of DOT
Special Permit Packages in Commerce
Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.
AGENCY:

In this safety notice, PHMSA
is alerting the regulated community to
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the importance of adhering to Federal
requirements when offering and
transporting hazardous materials in
DOT Special Permit (SP) packages.
PHMSA is concerned that many persons
who offer or transport SP packages fail
to recognize the additional requirements
applicable to filling, offering, and
moving SP packages. By issuing this
safety notice, PHMSA is attempting to
raise awareness within the hazardous
materials community of the inherent
characteristics of DOT SPs and
underscore the possible consequences of
failing to recognize an SP package and
react accordingly.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions regarding specifics on the
cryogenic gas incident, please contact:
Mr. John Heneghan, Director, Southern
Region Office, Office of Hazardous
Materials Safety, (404) 832–1135. For
general questions regarding Special
Permits, please contact: Mr. Ryan
Paquet, Director, Approvals and Permits
Division, Office of Hazardous Materials
Safety, (202) 366–4512.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background
DOT SPs (previously known as DOT
Exemptions) allow the SP grantee to
perform some function contrary to, or in
addition to, the Hazardous Materials
Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR parts 171–
180). SPs may be used to allow an
exemption from provisions of the HMR.
SPs can also grant permission to third
parties, i.e., persons who are not SP
grantees or otherwise party to an SP, to
receive, use, retest, or reship an SP
package according to the requirements
of the HMR and the additional
requirements or exceptions described in
the SP. SPs are commonly used to
authorize: (i) Packaging construction
standards that differ from a UN
Standard or DOT Specification, (ii)
alternative means of testing or closure,
(iii) reuse of the packaging in general,
(iv) alternative hazard communication
requirements, (v) alternative segregation
requirements, or (vi) transportation of
forbidden materials.
PHMSA’s purpose in authorizing the
use of SPs is to allow industry to benefit
from alternative technologies, materials,
and/or processes while maintaining a
level of safety at least equal to the safety
level required under the HMR.
However, PHMSA wishes to emphasize
that failure to comply with SP
requirements can result in breakdowns
in hazard communication, packaging
failures, property damage, injury, loss of
life and even catastrophic events.
In many cases, maintaining an
equivalent level of safety while
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pursuing alternatives to the normal
requirements of the HMR will require
additional safety measures. For
example, consider the case of a DOT
3HT cylinder that has been
manufactured and re-qualified for
service under an SP to be used in a fire
suppression system onboard an aircraft.
The SP may require the cylinder to be
tested more frequently and at a different
test pressure than the HMR would
otherwise require. If a cylinder requalifier fails to recognize the cylinder’s
SP markings and apply the more
stringent SP requirements, it might wait
too long to retest the cylinder or apply
the wrong test pressure. These errors
put lives and property at risk when
defective cylinders are improperly
tested and allowed to function as part of
an emergency response system, such as
a fire suppression system.
Hazardous materials training is an
important tool for ensuring proper
hazard communication and compliance
with SP and HMR requirements. Part of
the training process involves learning to
identify SP packages. Pursuant to the
HMR, each SP package is required to be
marked ‘‘DOT–SP’’ with a number
identifying the SP associated with that
package, unless specifically excepted by
the SP. PHMSA expects trained
employees to recognize SP packages and
react accordingly by following the
requirements of the HMR and the
applicable SP. PHMSA recently
concluded an investigation where a
hazardous material shipper’s failure to
recognize an SP package and comply
with the safety requirements of the
applicable SP and HMR cost the lives of
three transportation workers.
II. Current Regulatory Requirements
The HMR specifies that persons may
offer or transport packages authorized
by DOT SPs under the terms specified
therein and that if an SP contains
requirements applicable to a carrier of
an SP package, the offeror shall provide
a copy of the SP to the respective carrier
(see § 173.22a), unless excepted by the
SP. In addition to specific requirements
contained in DOT SPs, the HMR
includes requirements for hazard
communication and handling of SP
packages. SP packages must be:
• Plainly and durably marked ‘‘DOT–
SP’’ followed by the SP number
assigned (see §§ 172.301(c) and
172.302(c)), unless excepted by the SP;
and
• Accompanied by shipping papers
bearing the notation ‘‘DOT–SP’’
followed by the SP number assigned
and clearly associated with the shipping
description to which the SP applies (see
§ 172.203(a)), unless excepted by the SP.
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Furthermore, under the training
requirements in § 172.704(a)(2), each
hazmat employee must be provided
function-specific training concerning
requirements of the HMR, and
exemptions or special permits issued
under subchapter A of Title 49 that are
specifically applicable to the functions
the employee performs.
Non-compliance with SP package
requirements has serious safety
consequences. PHMSA seeks to
encourage compliance by aggressively
enforcing SP safety standards and
increasing its awareness and outreach
efforts.
Accordingly, PHMSA is publishing
this safety notice to further promote
awareness of the ongoing safety concern
and ensure that industry is aware of its
responsibilities associated with the
offering and transportation of hazardous
materials in SP packaging, the current
regulatory requirements applicable to
such transportation, and that regulatory
violations will be prosecuted to the
maximum extent permitted under the
law.
Persons who violate the HMR may be
subject to significant civil penalties and/
or criminal fines and imprisonment.
Maximum civil penalties may be
imposed of up to $55,000 per violation
or $110,000 per violation if a death,
serious illness, or severe injury occurs
to a person or substantial destruction of
property. Potential criminal penalties
include fines of up to $500,000 and/or
ten years in jail.
More detailed information on the
requirements in the HMR governing the
offering and transportation of SP
packages is available on DOT’s Hazmat
Safety Web site: http://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat. The HMR
are also accessible through PHMSA’s
Web site, and answers to specific
questions may be obtained from the
Hazardous Materials Information Center
at 1–800–467–4922 (in Washington, DC,
call 202–366–4488).
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III. Recommended Action
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contacting the Treasury Departmental
Office Clearance Officer listed.
Comments regarding this information
collection should be addressed to the
OMB reviewer listed and to the
Treasury PRA Clearance Officer,
Department of the Treasury, 1750
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Suite
11010, Washington, DC 20220.
DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before September 29,
2011 to be assured of consideration.

Issued in Washington, DC on August 24,
2011.
Magdy El-Sibaie,
Associate Administrator for Hazardous
Materials Safety.

Internal Revenue Service

[FR Doc. 2011–22110 Filed 8–29–11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–60–P

PHMSA recommends that industry
institute quality control measures to
identify and properly handle DOT SP
packages and packages containing
hazardous materials in general:
(1) Shippers and carriers should stress
the importance of recognizing an SP
package to their employees. The
importance of recognizing an SP
package should be given the same level
of attention as when they determine
whether a packaging specification meets
a UN standard or DOT specification.
This is especially important to those
operations that re-ship packages.
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(2) Once a person has identified a
DOT SP package, that person should
obtain a current copy of the SP and
review it for applicable requirements.
Copies of SPs may be obtained from
PHMSA’s Web site at: http://
phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/regs/sp-a/
special-permits. The person should also
review the HMR requirements
applicable to SP packages.
(3) Shippers and carriers should
evaluate hazardous materials training
programs and communication protocols
in their operations with respect to
recognizing and handling SP packages
to ensure that the subject is discussed
and included during knowledge testing.
Any person performing a function
required by an SP or shipping an SP
package is required to receive ‘‘functionspecific’’ training of the requirements
contained in each special permit.
(4) Third-party hazardous materials or
dangerous goods instructors,
consultants, and others, should review
their training programs to ensure that
the subject of SP packages is discussed
and included during knowledge testing.
(5) Shippers should implement or
review existing pre-shipment
procedures to ensure that a particular
packaging is prepared as authorized by
an SP and/or the HMR and that all
communication requirements have been
met.
These recommendations are not
exclusive; we hope that industry
representatives will use the information
provided herein, together with any other
available information, to consider other
reasonable measures they believe
appropriate to increase awareness of
DOT SPs and their responsibility in the
handling and transporting such
packages.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request
August 24, 2011.

The Department of the Treasury will
submit the following public information
collection requirement to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13 on or after the date
of publication of this notice. A copy of
the submission may be obtained by
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Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
OMB Number: 1505–0198.
Type of Review: Extension without
change of a currently approved
collection.
Title: Requirement to Report
Information About the Shipment of
Rough Diamonds.
Abstract: The information collection
is needed to monitor the integrity of
international rough diamond shipments.
Respondents: Private Sector:
Businesses or other for-profits.
Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,750.
Departmental Office Clearance
Officer: James Earl, DO/Office of Foreign
Assets Control, 1500 Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW., Rm. 5205, Washington, DC 20220;
(202) 622–1947
OMB Reviewer: Shagufta Ahmed,
Office of Management and Budget, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10235,
Washington, DC 20503; (202) 395–7873.
Dawn D. Wolfgang,
Treasury PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2011–22061 Filed 8–29–11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810–25–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Form 8308
Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.
AGENCY:

The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13(44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning Form
8308, Report of a Sale or Exchange of
Certain Partnership Interests.
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