
12470 Federal Register / Vol. 79, No. 43 / Wednesday, March 5, 2014 / Notices 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, (907) 586– 
7008 or Patsy.Bearden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a new information 

collection. 
The North Pacific Fisheries 

Management Council (Council) passed a 
motion in February 2014 requesting that 
each sector in the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area 
(BSAI) groundfish fisheries voluntarily 
provide a report to the Council on 
progress for implementing measures in 
their cooperative and inter-cooperative 
agreements to minimize the incidental 
catch of halibut. These progress reports 
are to be provided to the Council at its 
June 2014 meeting. 

II. Method of Collection 
Respondents have a choice of either 

electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, and mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: None. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 6. 
Estimated Time per Response: 5 

hours. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 30. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $10 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; 

(c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 28, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–04854 Filed 3–4–14; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 38 Assessment 
Workshop for South Atlantic and Gulf 
of Mexico King Mackerel. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 38 assessment of 
the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico 
King Mackerel will consist of: a Data 
Workshop; an Assessment Workshop 
and webinars; and a Review Workshop. 
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 
DATES: The SEDAR 38 Assessment 
Workshop will be held from 1 p.m. on 
March 24, 2014 until 12 p.m. on March 
28, 2014; the Assessment webinars and 
Review Workshop dates and times will 
publish in a subsequent issue in the 
Federal Register. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: Meeting Address: The 
SEDAR 38 Assessment Workshop will 
be held at the Courtyard Miami Coconut 
Grove, 2649 South Bayshore Drive, 
Miami, FL 33133; telephone: (800) 321– 
2211. 

SEDAR Address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, N. Charleston, SC 
29405. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; telephone: 
(843) 571–4366 or toll free (866) 
SAFMC–10; fax: (843) 769–4520; email: 
julie.neer@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions 

have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three 
step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process 
utilizing a workshop and webinars; and 
(3) Review Workshop. The product of 
the Data Workshop is a data report 
which compiles and evaluates potential 
datasets and recommends which 
datasets are appropriate for assessment 
analyses. The product of the Assessment 
Process is a stock assessment report 
which describes the fisheries, evaluates 
the status of the stock, estimates 
biological benchmarks, projects future 
population conditions, and recommends 
research and monitoring needs. The 
assessment is independently peer 
reviewed at the Review Workshop. The 
product of the Review Workshop is a 
Summary documenting panel opinions 
regarding the strengths and weaknesses 
of the stock assessment and input data. 
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are 
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and NOAA 
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants include: data collectors and 
database managers; stock assessment 
scientists, biologists, and researchers; 
constituency representatives including 
fishermen, environmentalists, and non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs); 
international experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

The items of discussion in the 
Assessment Workshop agenda are as 
follows: 

1. Participants will use datasets and 
initial assessment analysis 
recommended from the Data Workshop 
to employ assessment models to 
evaluate stock status, estimate 
population benchmarks and 
management criteria, and project future 
conditions. 

2. Participants will recommend the 
most appropriate methods and 
configurations for determining stock 
status and estimating population 
parameters. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Action 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically identified in this notice and 
any issues arising after publication of 
this notice that require emergency 
action under section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
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provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
These meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for auxiliary aids should be 
directed to the council office (see 
ADDRESSES) 3 days prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: February 28, 2014. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2014–04872 Filed 3–4–14; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 
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Identification of Nations Engaged in 
Illegal, Unreported, or Unregulated 
Fishing, Bycatch, or Shark Fishing 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; request for information. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is seeking information 
regarding nations whose vessels are 
engaged in illegal, unreported, or 
unregulated (IUU) fishing, bycatch of 
protected living marine resources 
(PLMRs), and/or fishing activities in 
waters beyond any national jurisdiction 
that target or incidentally catch sharks. 
Such information will be reviewed for 
the purposes of the identification of 
nations pursuant to the High Seas 
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection 
Act (Moratorium Protection Act). 
DATES: Information should be received 
on or before May 30, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Information should be 
submitted to NMFS Office of 
International Affairs, Attn.: MSRA 
Information, F/IA 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
Email address: IUU.PLMR.Sharks@
noaa.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kristin Rusello, 301–427–8376. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management 
Reauthorization Act of 2006 (MSRA) 
amended the Moratorium Protection Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1826d–k) to require actions 

be taken by the United States to 
strengthen international fishery 
management organizations and address 
IUU fishing and bycatch of PLMRs. The 
Shark Conservation Act of 2010 (S.850) 
further amended the Moratorium 
Protection Act by requiring that actions 
be taken by the United States to 
strengthen shark conservation. 

Specifically, the Moratorium 
Protection Act requires the Secretary of 
Commerce (Secretary) to identify in a 
biennial report to Congress those 
nations whose fishing vessels are 
engaged, or have been engaged at any 
point during the preceding two years, in 
IUU fishing. The definition of IUU 
fishing can be found at 50 CFR 300.201 
and includes: 

(1) Fishing activities that violate 
conservation and management measures 
required under an international fishery 
management agreement to which the 
United States is a party, including catch 
limits or quotas, capacity restrictions, 
bycatch reduction requirements, shark 
conservation measures, and data 
reporting; 

(2) In the case of non-parties to an 
international fishery management 
agreement to which the United States is 
a party, fishing activities that would 
undermine the conservation of the 
resources managed under that 
agreement; 

(3) Overfishing of fish stocks shared 
by the United States, for which there are 
no applicable international conservation 
or management measures or in areas 
with no applicable international fishery 
management organization or agreement, 
that has adverse impacts on such stocks; 

(4) Fishing activity that has an 
adverse impact on vulnerable marine 
ecosystems such as seamounts, 
hydrothermal vents, cold water corals 
and other vulnerable marine ecosystems 
located beyond any national 
jurisdiction, for which there are no 
applicable conservation or management 
measures or in areas with no applicable 
international fishery management 
organization or agreement; and 

(5) Fishing activities by foreign 
flagged vessels in U.S. waters without 
authorization of the United States. 

In addition, the Secretary must 
identify in the biennial report those 
nations whose fishing vessels are 
engaged, or have been engaged in the 
previous calendar year in fishing 
activities in waters beyond any national 
jurisdiction that result in bycatch of a 
PLMR, or the U.S. exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) that result in bycatch of a 
PLMR shared by the United States. In 
this context, PLMRs are defined as non- 
target fish, sea turtles, sharks, or marine 
mammals that are protected under U.S. 

law or international agreement, 
including the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, the Shark Finning Prohibition Act, 
and the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Flora and Fauna. PLMRs do not include 
species, except sharks, managed under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, the 
Atlantic Tunas Convention Act, or any 
international fishery management 
agreement. A list of species considered 
as PLMRs for this purpose is available 
online at: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
msa2007/docs/list_of_protected_lmr_
act_022610.pdf. 

Furthermore, the Shark Conservation 
Act requires that the Secretary of 
Commerce identify nations in a biennial 
report to Congress whose fishing vessels 
are engaged, or have been engaged 
during the calendar year previous to the 
biennial report in fishing activities or 
practices in waters beyond any national 
jurisdiction that target or incidentally 
catch sharks and the nation has not 
adopted a regulatory program to provide 
for the conservation of sharks, including 
measures to prohibit removal of any of 
the fins of a shark (including the tail) 
and discarding the carcass of the shark 
at sea, that is comparable to that of the 
United States, taking into account 
different conditions. 

The third biennial report to Congress 
was submitted in January 2013 and is 
available online at: http://www.nmfs.
noaa.gov/ia/iuu/msra_page/2013_
biennial_report_to_congress__jan_11__
2013__final.pdf. The report identified 
ten nations for IUU fishing, with one of 
the ten also identified for bycatch of a 
PLMR. 

In accordance with the Moratorium 
Protection Act, NMFS has established 
procedures through regulations to 
identify and certify each nation whose 
vessels are engaged in IUU fishing, 
bycatch of PLMRs, and/or shark catch. 
Once identified, if a nation fails to take 
appropriate action and therefore fails to 
receive a positive certification, the 
fishing vessels of that nation would be 
subject to denial of entry to U.S. ports 
and other trade restrictive measures, 
including import prohibitions on certain 
fisheries products, under the High Seas 
Driftnet Fisheries Enforcement Act (16 
U.S.C. 1826a). On January 16, 2013, 
NMFS published the latest final rule (78 
FR 2013) implementing identification 
and certification procedures for IUU 
fishing, bycatch of PLMRs, and shark 
catch. That final rule is available online 
at: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/iuu/
msra_page/shark_iuu_rule.pdf. The rule 
provides information regarding the 
identification process and how the 
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