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Profi les of Current Members

M ore than a century ago, Delegate Robert W. Wilcox of Hawaii 
became the fi rst of 60 Asian Pacifi c Americans (APAs) to serve in 
the U.S. Congress.1 Th e history of APAs in Congress contains many 

of the same themes that resonate in the larger chronicle of American democracy : 
a pioneering spirit, times of struggle and perseverance, the gradual attainment of 
power, advancement through unity, and remarkable legislative achievements.

Th e 18 APAs (13 Representatives, two Delegates, and three Senators) who 
serve in the 115th Congress (2017–2019) have inherited that long historical 
legacy that extends back to the fi rst Hawaiian Delegates and Philippine Resident 
Commissioners. As the largest group of Asian and Pacifi c Islander legislators to 
serve simultaneously in the history of the institution, this cohort accounts for 
nearly one-third of all APAs who have ever held seats in Congress. Th e majority 
of these legislators fi rst took offi  ce after 2013.

Th e biographical profi les of these current Members, like those of their 
predecessors, contain information on precongressional careers, fi rst House 
or Senate campaigns, committee and leadership positions, and legislative 
achievements. Because these Members are incumbent, comprehensive accounts 
of their congressional careers must await a later date. Th eir profi les are arranged 
in two distinct groups. First, the 13 Asian Pacifi c Americans who have served 
two terms or more in Congress are arranged in alphabetical order and profi led 
in 750-word entries. Second, the fi ve freshman APA Members of the 115th 
Congress appear at the end of this section and are profi led in résumé format 
entries. All current Members were given the opportunity to review their profi les 
before the book was published.

Among the individuals profi led in this section is Representative Robert C. 
(Bobby) Scott of Virginia, whose 24 years of congressional service make him the 
longest-serving APA among the group of current Members. Also included in this 
section is Mazie K. Hirono of Hawaii, who served three terms in the U.S. House 
of Representatives (2007–2013) and then won election to the U.S. Senate seat 
once held by Daniel K. Akaka. Hirono is the fi rst Asian-American woman to 
serve in the Senate and one of only a handful of APAs who have served in both 
chambers. Since Hirono won election to the Senate, two other APA women have 
joined her : Tammy Duckworth of Illinois and Kamala Harris of California.

As these members leave Congress, their profi les will be updated in the online 
version of Asian and Pacifi c Islander Americans in Congress—available at
http ://history.house.gov—to refl ect a more complete account of their congressional 
careers and their contributions to the rich history of Asian Pacifi c Americans 
in Congress.

NOTES
1 Th e closing date for this volume was July 1, 2017.
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