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Congresswoman Doris Matsui has represented a diverse, urban, and growing 
district in Sacramento, California, since 2005. In more than a decade in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, she has gained a reputation as a savvy, 
pragmatic legislator invested in working with colleagues on a bipartisan basis. 
Now a senior member of the Energy and Commerce Committee, she has won 
legislative achievements in health care reform and mental health care, expansion 
of Internet access to low-income consumers, support for clean technology, and 
protection of net neutrality. She has been an early leader in practical responses 
to climate change by working constantly to ensure adequate fl ood control for 
Sacramento, which sits at the confl uence of two great rivers. 

She was born Doris Okada in a Japanese-American internment camp in 
Poston, Arizona, on September 25, 1944. Her parents, Ichiro and Matsuye 
Miyamoto Okada met at the Poston War Relocation Center.1 Th e family later 
settled on a farm in Dinuba in California’s Central Valley. In 1966 Doris Okada 
earned a bachelor of arts degree in psychology from the University of California, 
Berkeley, where she met Robert T. Matsui. Th e couple married that year and had 
one son, Brian. In 1978 Robert was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
to represent Sacramento. 

In 1992 President-elect William J. (Bill) Clinton appointed Doris Matsui to 
his eight-member transition board and asked her to serve in the White House as 
deputy assistant to the President and deputy director of public liaison, a position 
she held for six years. In 1998 Matsui joined a Washington government relations 
fi rm, where she specialized in medical technology, telecommunications, and 
fi nancial services.2

Robert T. Matsui died on January 1, 2005, from a rare bone marrow disorder, 
and Doris Matsui won the special election to succeed him a little more than two 
months later. She received 68 percent of the vote and was sworn into Congress 
on March 10, 2005. “Despite tragedy and heartbreak, life indeed goes on,” 
Matsui said at her swearing-in, “and I know that somewhere Bob is looking 
down and smiling.”3 She won her next six general re-election bids with 70 
percent or more.4

Matsui was assigned to the Energy and Commerce Committee in 2008 and 
currently serves on the Health, Communications and Technology, Environment, 
and Digital Commerce and Consumer Protection Subcommittees. Matsui’s fi rst 
committee assignment was to the powerful Rules Committee, where she later 
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supported Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California in moving key 
legislation, including the Affordable Care Act and Dodd–
Frank financial reform. She served on the Rules Committee 
through the 111th Congress (2009–2011) and was vice chair 
of the Rules and Organization of the House Subcommittee 
in the 110th and 111th Congresses (2007–2011). She sat on 
the Science Committee in the 109th Congress (2005–2007) 
and the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in the 
110th Congress (2007–2009).5 

Matsui has promoted the arts, humanities, and cultural 
institutions throughout her career, serving as a member of 
the Board of Regents for the Smithsonian Institution and 
as a board member of the National Symphony Orchestra. 

Matsui has been a vocal supporter of comprehensive 
mental health care reform, passing into law the Excellence 
in Mental Health Act in 2014, landmark legislation that 
provided for community behavioral health clinics. 

Matsui has emerged as a leader in promoting technology 
jobs in Sacramento and expanding Internet access to 
low-income consumers. During the 114th Congress 
(2015–2017), she introduced a bill to support companies 
developing clean technology to combat climate change.6 

Matsui is also an advocate for net neutrality. Working 
alongside Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont, Matsui 
sought authority for the Federal Communications 
Commission to prevent Internet service providers from 
opening “fast lanes” for some content at the expense of 
other data.7 

As one of the youngest members of the generation of 
Japanese Americans interned by their own government 
during World War II, Matsui has supported efforts to 
preserve internment sites “as the physical reminder of past 
inequality.”8 While securing anti-terror funding for her 
district, she also cited America’s history of internment as 
a warning against potential civil liberties abuses in efforts 
to combat terrorism. “The government at all levels was 
blinded by war,” Matsui observed, “and it is imperative that 
we learn the lesson this moment in history has taught us.”9 
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