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A
“Aliens ineligible for citizenship” Legal term describing 
those immigrants prohibited from attaining U.S. citizenship 
through naturalization, e.g., Asians (U.S. legislation limited 
naturalization to white individuals or African descendants). 
The prohibition on Asians becoming naturalized citizens was 
eliminated in stages between 1943 and 1952. 

Amerasian The children of U.S. military personnel and Asian 
partners born outside the United States. 

Annexation The action or process of joining or uniting with, 
especially in the case of a nation acquiring a territory. 

Archipelago A chain or cluster of islands located in the same 
body of water.

Assembly Center Temporary detention centers established 
by the Wartime Civil Control Administration in March 1942 to 
facilitate the forced evacuation of 120,000 Japanese Americans 
primarily from California, Washington, and Oregon. The 
evacuation of citizens and residents to the assembly centers was 
completed by mid-September 1942.

Asylum A secure place of refuge, shelter, or retreat. 

At-Large Representative  In modern practice, a Representative 
elected in a state that has only one seat apportioned to it in the U.S. 
House. For many years states that were apportioned more than one 
Representative could elect an At-Large Representative in statewide 
voting even when a majority of the state delegation was elected by 
single-member, geographically defined districts. Until the mid-20th 
century, At-Large Representatives were often elected immediately 
following decennial apportionment. At-Large elections in states with 
more than one seat in the U.S. House were abolished by federal law 
in 1968. 

B
Bicameral A legislative body having two legislative chambers  
or houses. 

C
Caucus A meeting of party members in each chamber (House 
Republicans and Senate Republicans refer to their gatherings as 
a “conference”). A caucus is used primarily to select candidates 
for office and to consider other important business for furthering 
party interests. The term also describes an organization of House 
and Senate Members that is devoted to a special interest or 
legislative area. 

Census An official count of a population that includes various 
related statistics. The U.S. Constitution mandates that a 
nationwide census be taken every 10 years. 

Chamorro Indigenous inhabitants of the Mariana Islands and 
Guam who migrated from Southeast Asia almost 3,000 years 
ago. The term also denotes a distinct Austronesian language. 

Cold War The state of ideological, economic, political,  
military, and cultural warfare pitting a capitalist United States 
against a communist Soviet Union (USSR) from 1947 until 
1991. Developing from divergent American and Soviet foreign 
policies concerning the restoration of Europe after World War II,  
the conflict spread from Europe to the rest of the world. 
Although there were no direct military conflicts, the Soviet and 
American superpowers tried to alter the international balance of 
power in their favor by competing globally for allies, strategic 
locations, natural resources, and influence in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. The Cold War ended with the collapse and 
disintegration of the USSR in 1991.

Colonialism The practice of a group of people who form a 
community in a new country or territory while remaining subject 
to their parent state. It also describes a policy of exploitation of a 
less-powerful country or territory by a dominant nation.

Committee (Standing, Joint, Select, or Special) A 
standing committee is permanently established by House and 
Senate Rules and has the ability to receive and report bills 
and resolutions to the full chamber. A Joint Committee is 
also established by House and Senate Rules with membership 
comprised of an equal number of Representatives and Senators 
and a chairperson that traditionally rotates between a House and 
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a Senate Member each Congress. A Select or Special Committee 
is established by resolution for a defined period of time, is usually 
created to investigate a specific legislative issue, and may or may 
not have legislative authority. 

Commonwealth A state in which the supreme power is vested 
in the people; a republic or democratic state. 

Concentration Camps See “Relocation Centers.”

Constituents People living within the geographic area that a 
Member of Congress represents. 

D
Delegate A nonvoting official in the U.S. House currently 
representing the following territories: the District of Columbia, 
Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the 
Northern Mariana Islands. Delegates serve two-year terms. 
Delegates cannot vote in the full House but are permitted to vote 
in committees and can introduce and cosponsor legislation. Under 
a House Rule in place from 1993 to 1994 and again from 2007 
to 2011, Delegates were temporarily permitted to vote in the 
Committee of the Whole, during consideration of appropriations, 
authorization, and tax bills for amendment. If the votes of the 
Delegates were decisive on any vote in the Committee of the 
Whole, the amendment was automatically voted on again in the 
full House, where the Delegates could not vote. 

Detention Centers See “Relocation Centers.”

Diaspora The migration of an ethnic group from their home 
country or region to different parts of the world.

District A geographical area represented by a U.S. Representative. 

E
Empire Political dominion by a sovereign state over one or 
more subject territories. 

Enemy Alien A foreign resident in a country with which his or 
her country is at war. 

Evacuation Camps See “Relocation Centers.”

Exclusion The act of barring or keeping out of a physical place 
or society.

H
Haole A Hawaiian term that means “foreigner” but is mainly 
used to identify Caucasians. 

House Rules The rules and precedents that govern the 
conduct of business in the House. These rules address duties 
of officers, the order of business, admission to the floor, 
parliamentary procedures on handling amendments and voting, 
and jurisdictions of committees. Whereas the House re-adopts 
its rules, usually with some changes, at the beginning of each 
Congress, Senate rules carry over from one Congress to the next. 

I
Ilustrados Wealthy, educated Filipinos who mostly lived 
in the territory’s major cities during the era of Spanish rule 
(1600–1896). Many ilustrados fought against the Spanish during 
the 1896 revolution and against the United States during the 
Philippine-American War (1899–1902). Others cooperated with 
U.S. forces and helped develop a new territorial government. 
After both wars, ilustrados sought professional careers in 
business, education, and politics, including service as Resident 
Commissioners to the U.S. Congress. 

Imperialism The policy of extending the authority of an empire 
or nation over foreign countries or territories; acquiring and 
maintaining political control over colonies and dependencies. 

Incarceration See “Internment.”

Incumbency The holding of an office or the term of an office 
(usually political).

Insular Territory A commonwealth, freely associated state, 
possession, or territory that falls under the jurisdiction of the 
U.S. government but is not a state or federal district.

Internment An umbrella term used by the federal government 
and generally accepted by the American public to describe 
the systematic removal, relocation, and detainment of nearly 
120,000 Japanese Americans and Japanese immigrants primarily 
from the West Coast during World War II. The majority of 
internees were American citizens who—in addition to being 
denied due process and other constitutional rights—lost their 
possessions, homes, property, and businesses when they were 
forcibly moved to relocation centers in remote locations in the 
interior West. In recent decades, some leading scholars have 
contested the use of the term, arguing that “incarceration” is a 
more accurate description of the policy.
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Internment Camps See “Relocation Centers.”

Issei A Japanese term that identifies the generation of emigrants 
who left Japan to settle in the United States. 

J
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) A national 
civic organization formed in San Francisco, California, in 1929 from 
the merger of local West Coast nisei groups. The JACL lobbied 
against legal discrimination and confronted misperceptions about 
Japanese Americans’ loyalty to the United States. 

K
Kibei A Japanese term that identifies nisei children who were 
born in the United States, educated in Japan, and returned to the 
United States. 

M
Model Minority A journalistic description of Asian Americans 
that stresses their economic success and compliance towards 
general societal norms. The term has been used to denigrate 
other ethnic and racial groups while penalizing more recent 
Asian immigrants. 

N
Naturalization The action of admitting an alien to the 
position and privileges of a native-born citizen or subject. 

Nikkei A Japanese term used to identify any person of  
Japanese descent who emigrated abroad or is the descendant  
of such individuals. 

Nisei A Japanese term that identifies the generation of Japanese 
Americans who were born in the United States from their issei 
immigrant parents. 

P
Plantation An estate or farm, especially in a tropical or 
subtropical country, on which crops such as coffee, tobacco, or 
sugarcane were cultivated often by enslaved or contract laborers; 
also used to denote a company of settlers or colonists. 

Plebiscite A vote by which the people of an entire country  
or district express an opinion for or against a proposal especially on 
a choice of government or ruler following the call for a referendum. 

Possession See “Insular Territory.”

Primary A preliminary election usually between aspirants from 
the same political party held to determine who will serve as the 
party’s candidate in the general election. 

R
Redistricting The redrawing of U.S. House districts within 
states following the constitutionally mandated decennial census 
and the apportionment of seats. State legislatures draw new 
districts based on population declines or increases that result in the 
subtraction or addition of House seats apportioned to the state. 

Redress Satisfaction or compensation for a wrong sustained or 
the loss resulting from such a wrong. It was also the name given 
to a grassroots movement organized by Japanese-American groups 
to seek restitution for being interned by the federal government in 
violation of their civil rights during World War II, which resulted 
in loss of their possessions, homes, property, and businesses. 

Refugee A person who seeks refuge in a foreign country as a 
result of warfare, religious persecution, or political persecution in 
their home country. 

Relocation Centers The official term for the 10 War 
Relocation Center facilities where 120,000 Japanese Americans, 
both immigrants and native-born citizens, were incarcerated  
for much of World War II. During and since World War II,  
these facilities have also been called “relocation centers,” 
“detention centers,” “evacuation camps,” “internment camps,” 
and “concentration camps.” Federal officials frequently referred 
to them as “concentration camps” during the war at a time 
when the label was associated with the Boer War and the 
Cuban rebellions of the 1890s. Many of the post-war histories 
and studies of this event have used “relocation,” “evacuation,” 
and “internment.” More recent studies have begun to use 
“incarceration” as a more accurate term.

Renunciant A person who makes a formal resignation of some 
right or trust, including citizenship. 

Reparations The act of making amends for a wrong done; 
offering compensation. 
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Resident Commissioner of the Philippine Islands 
A Member of Congress who served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives as an advocate for the Philippines. Per the 
Philippine Organic Act of 1902 and the Jones Act of 1916, 
Resident Commissioners were elected by the Philippine 
legislature from 1907 to 1936 and served in pairs. Philippine 
presidents appointed subsequent Resident Commissioners from 
1936 to 1946 per the Tydings–McDuffie Act of 1934. They 
served in fixed terms that ranged from two to four years. Many 
sought greater autonomy for the Philippines but were unable to 
vote on final legislation or serve on committees per House Rules. 
A total of 13 Resident Commissioners from the Philippines 
served in the House from 1907 to 1946. 

Retention An action to hold or keep something or someone 
fixed in a place or position. 

S
Sansei A Japanese term that identifies the second generation of 
Japanese Americans who were born in the United States. 

Social Darwinism A 19th-century sociological theory, now 
discredited, that argued that societies advance because of intense 
competition and conflict between social groups. According to 
the theory, social elites acquired their status as a result of their 
biological superiority over weaker social groups. 

Special Election An election held by a state to fill a vacancy 
created when a Member of Congress dies, resigns, or is expelled. 
All House vacancies must be filled by election; Senate vacancies 
usually are filled by temporary appointments until a special 
election can be organized. 

Statutory Representation A position defined by congressional 
mandate rather than by the U.S. Constitution. Territorial Delegates 
and Resident Commissioners are statutory representatives. Senators 
and Representatives are constitutional representatives. 

Surrogate Representation The act of serving as a 
representative of or spokesperson for a group of persons united 
by gender or race and not confined to the boundaries of a 
congressional district or state. This representational style was 
prevalent among some minorities in Congress—particularly 
after the 1960s—to advance a legislative agenda important to 
minorities nationwide. To a degree, each minority group in 
Congress has adopted some form of “surrogate representation.”

T
Treaty A contract between two or more nation states relating to 
peace, commerce, or other international relations. 

U
Unincorporated Territory An insular area that the United 
States controls but that has not been fully incorporated into the 
Union and where Congress has determined that only select parts 
of the U.S. Constitution apply. Citizens of an unincorporated 
territory receive some constitutional protections but not all the 
rights enjoyed by the citizens of U.S. states. 

U.S. National A person who lives in an unincorporated 
territory. Their citizenship is defined by the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution or from specific statutes. 
U.S. Nationals receive some constitutional protections but are 
exempt from all the rights reserved to citizens of U.S. States. 

W
Whip An assistant House or Senate Floor leader who helps 
round up party Members for quorum calls and important votes. 
Coined in the British Parliament, this term is derived from 
“whipper-in,” a person who keeps the dogs from straying during 
a fox hunt. 
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