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CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Adopted March 5, 1975
Effective January 1, 1976

on
fanA Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and Independ-
" " ence of the Judiciary. i

2. A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appear-
ance of Impropriety in All his Activities, )

3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of his Office
Impartially and Diligently.

1. A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
Law, the Legal System, and the Administration of

stice.

5. A?::dge Should Regulate his Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict with his Judicial
Duties. R o

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-Judi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain from Political Activity Inap-
propriate to his Judicial Office.

Compliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct.
Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 1

A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and
Independence of the Judiciary

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2

A Judge Should Aveid Impropriety and the
Appearance of Impropriety in All
His Activities

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in 2
Manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct

or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

CANON 3

A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His
Office Impartially and Diligently

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Resp

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism,

(2} A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(8) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or er parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, docu-
ments or written communications intended or calcu-
lated to influence his action unless the contents are
promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any mermber of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5} A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

ibilities
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Canon 3

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) A judge should prohibit broadcasting, televis-
ing, recording, or taking photographs in the court-
room and areas immediately adjacent thereto at
least during sessions of court or recesses between
sessions, except that a judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b} the broadcasting, televising, recording, or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(i) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(iii) the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions.

B. Administrative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(8) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware.

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. Al appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avoid
appointments which tend to create suspicion of im-
propriety. He should not approve compensation of

48
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appointees beyond the fair value of services ren-
dered.

C. Recusation
The recusation of judges is governed by law.

CANON 4

A Judge May Engage in Activities to
Improve the Law, the Legal System,
and the Administration of Justice

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A, He may spezk, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or Jegislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice.

CANON 5

A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial
Activities to Minimize the Risk of Conflict
with His Judicial Duties

A. Avocational Activities

A judge may write, lecture, teach, and speak on
non-legal subjects, and engage in the arts, sports,
and other social and recreational activities, if such
avocational activities do not detract from the dignity
of his office or interfere with the performance of
his judicial duties.
B. Civic and Charitable Activities

A judge may participate in civic and charitable
activities that do not reflect adversely upon his
impartiality or interfere with the performance of his
judicial duties. A judge may serve as an officer,
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i stee, or non-legal advisor of an educa-
gﬁ;{o;ﬁgous, charitable, fraternal, or civie organ-
jzation not conducted for the economic or political
advantage of its members, subject to the following
limitations: o

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

{2) A judge should not solicit funds for any educa-
tional, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil organ-
ization, or use or permit the use of the prestige of
his office for that purpose, but he may be listed as
an officer, director, or trustee of such an organiza-
tion. He should not be a fund raising speaker or
the guest of honor at an organization’s fund raising
events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(3) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financial detriment, he shouid
divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation,

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

{5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration

toA judge should not act as an arbitrator or media-
r.

E. Extra-judicial Appointments

A judge should not accept appointment to a gov-
ernmental committee, commission, or other position
that is concerned with issues of fact or policy on
matters other than the improvement of the law, the
legal system, or the administration of justice. A

Canon 7

judge, however, may represent his country, state, or
locality on ceremonial occasions or in connection
with historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6

A Judge Should Accept Compensation for

49

Quasi-Judicial and Extra-Judicial Activi-
ties Only under Restricted Circumstane-
es

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation

Compensation should not exceed a reasonable
amount nor should it exceed what a person who is
not a judge would receive for the same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement

Expense reimbursement should be limited to the
actual cost of travel, food, and lodging reasonably
incurred by the judge and, where appropriate to the
occasion, by his spouse. Any payment in excess of
such an amount is compensation.

CANON 7

A Judge Shouid Refrain from Political Ac-
tivity Inappropriate to His Judicial Office
A. Political Conduct in General

{1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);

(2) A judge holding an office filled by public
election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of -a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.
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{3) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in 2 party primary or in
a general election for 2 non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

{(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
Justice.

B. Campaign Conduct

A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a
judicial office that is filled either by public election
between competing candidates or on the basis of a
merit system election:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

() should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983.

Compliance with the Code of
Judicial Conduct

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoc, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-time Judge

A'pa}-t-time judge is a judge who serves on a
continuing or periodic basis, but is permitted by law
to devote time to some other profession or occupa-
tion and whose compensation for that reason is less
than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

{2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate

50
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jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore

A judge pro tempore is a person who is appointed
to act temporarily as a judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5({2), 5C(3), &D,
and 5E.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge

A retired judge is not governed by the provisions
of this Code, except when he is sitting by assign-
ment and then he shall be subject to the rules
applicable to a judge pro tempore.
Amended Oct. 29, 1982.

Committee on Judicial Ethics

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him.

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(¢} The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

{e) The Judicial Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As-
sociation.

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

{a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b} The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;
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he Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
sbf;:l)l Eelzct one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The Distriet Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-

51

dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case reguires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Adopted March 5, 1975
Effective January 1, 1976

Canon

1. A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary.

2. A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appear-
ance of Impropriety in All his Activities.

3, A Judge Should Perform the Duties of his Office
Impartially and Diligently.

4. A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
Law, the Legal System, and the Administration of
Justice.

5. A Judge Should Regulate his Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict with his Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judgé Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-Judi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain from Political Activity Inap-
propriate to his Judicial Office.

Compliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct.
Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 1

A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and
Independence of the Judiciary

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2

A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the
Appearance of Impropriety in All
His Activities

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A jugige should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct

or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

CANON 3

A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His
Office Impartially and Diligently

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamar, or
fear of criticism.

(2} A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

{8} A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

- {4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
lanpuage which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any member of the public, the particnlar member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circnmspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

DEF00008



5259

Canon 3

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

{(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadeasting, televising, recording or pho-
tographing of investitive or ceremonial proceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings under
the following conditions:

(1) the means of recording will not distract par-
ticipants or impair the dignity of the proceedings;

(i) the parties have consented, and the consent
to being depicted or recorded has been obtained
from each witness appearing in the recording and
reproduction;

(ifi) the reproduction will not be exhibited until
after the proceeding has been concluded and all
direct appeals have been exhausted; and

{(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only for
instructional purposes in educational institutions.

An appellate court may permit broadeasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Administrative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

50
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(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware.

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avoid
appomtments which tend to create suspicion of im-
propriety. He should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services ren-
dered.

C. Recusation

The recusation of judges is governed by law.
Amended April 23, 1985.

APPENDIX TO CANON 3
Guidelines for Extended Media Coverage of
Proceedings in Appellate Courtrooms

1. As used in these guidelines,

A. “Extended coverage” means any record-
ing or broadeasting by the news media of court
proceedings using television, radio, photograph-
ic or recording equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the
Chief Judge of a Court of Appeal, or the senior
judge of a panel of which the Chief Justice or
Chief Judge is not a member.

C. Proceeding” means any hearing, motion,
argument on appeal or other matter held in
open court which the public is entitled to at-
tend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of
record who has appeared in the ease, and in-
cludes a party's counsel of record.

E. ‘Media” means legitimate news gather-
ing and reporting agencies and their represent-
atives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and
includes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and
the Courts of Appeal of the several circuits.

II. AN extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that
the decoruin and dignity of the court, the court-
room and the judicial process will be maintained
at all times. Resolution of any question of cover-
age or procedure not specifically addressed in this
section will be guided by this overriding principle.

IIl. A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written
objection stating the reasons therefor with the
clerk of court at least 10 days prior to the date of
the proceedings. Upen objection by a party, or on
the court’s own motion, the presiding judge may
prohibit or Bmit extended coverage of a proceed-
ing.
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B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted
in any proceeding which by law must or may be
held in private.

. The decision of the presiding judge on any
qu(e:stion of coverage shall be final and shall not
be subject to review by any other court.

IV. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall
not be permitted unless notice of intention to
provide extended coverage of a proceeding is giv-
en by the media to the clerk of court at least 20
days in advance of the proceeding, ‘prowded that
only reasonable notice shall be required for cover-
age of expedited proceedings not regularly calen-
dared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings
may be provided by news media agencies and
their representatives. Film, videotape, photo-
graphs, and audio reproduction shall not be used
for commercial or political advertising purposes.
Such use of these materials will be regarded as
an unlawful interference with the judicial process.

VI. Extended coverage of investitive or cere-
monial proceedings at variance with these guide-
lines may be authorized by the court.

VIL. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is
to be provided by more than one media represent-
ative, the media collectively should designate one
representative to coordinate with the court all
matters dealing with extended coverage. Any
pooling arrangements among the media required
by the limitations and restrictions on equipment
and personnel contained in these guidelines shall
be the sole responsibility of the media and must
be made in advance of the court proceedings to be
covered. Judges and court personnel will not
mediate any dispute as to the appropriate media
representative or equipment authorized to cover a
particular proceeding. If pooling arrangements
cannot be made or if there are unresolved media
disputes, the presiding judge may deny extended
coverage of proceedings.

VIII. A. No more than two portable tele-
vision cameras, each operated by no more than
one camera person and positioned as unobtrusive-
ly as possible at locations approved by the court,
shall be permitted to be physically in the court-
room, Only television equipment which does not
produce light or distracting sound wiil be permit-
ted. Videotape recording equipment which is not
a component part of a television camera shall,
whenever possible, be located in an area outside
the courtroom.

B. No artificial ighting device of any kind
shall be employed in connection with the tele-
vision camera. With the approval of the court,
modifieations and additions to existing courtroom
lighting may be made provided such modifications
or additions are installed and maintained without
public expense. Muitiple video/audio feeds may
be permitted but must be provided by a video/au-

5260
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dio distribution system, furnished by the media,
located outside the courtroom.

IX. A. No more than one still photographer,
using not more than two still cameras with not
more than two lenses for each camera without
flash or other artificial light, shall be permitted to
be physically in the courtroom. Still cameras
must not produce distracting sound and should
produce no greater sound than the Leica M Series
Rangefinder camera, Motorized film advance
systems will not be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in
a place designated by the presiding judge and
remain in that area except when the proceeding is
in recess. Changing of lenses or film will only be
done during a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadcast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Au-
dio pickup should be made from existing audio
systems in the courtroom whenever possible. If
no technically suitable audio system exists in the
courtroom, microphones and related wiring shall
be permitted but must be unobtrusive and located
in places designated in advance by the presiding
judge. Muitiple radio feeds rather than a pooling
system may be permitted but must be provided by
an audio distribution system, provided by the
media, located outside the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape re-
corders into the courtroom and use them to
record proceedings so long as they do not cause
any distraction. Journalists using tape recorders
may sit at any place in the audience portion of the
courtroom, but must keep their tape recorder on
their person at all times. Changing of tape cas-
settes during proceedings i3 not permitted and
should only be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be
in position at least 15 minutes before the start of
the proceedings and can only be moved or re-
moved after the proceedings are over or during a
recess. Television camera persons and still pho-
tographers must remain in their designated area
and are not permitted to move about the court-
room. Television cameras and radio broadeast
equipment, once in position, may not be moved
during the proceedings. Movement by television
and still photographers should be held to a mini-
mum and in no way should be distracting or call
undue attention to the operators.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding. Extended coverage
in the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom
in the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court
must be maintained at all times during extended
media coverage activities. Court customs, includ-
ing appropriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attormey/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
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will be ne audic recording, radio, television, or
tape-recording, made or broadcast of any confer-
ence hetween attorneys and their clients, between
co-counsel of a client, between counsel and the
presiding judge when held at the bench, or of
proceedings held in chambers. No parabolic mi-
crophones shall be used.
Added April 23, 1985,

CANON ¢

A Judge May Engage in Activities to
Improve the Law, the Legal System,
and the Administration of Justice

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartiaily any issue
that may come before him:

A. He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice,

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may patticipate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice.

CANON 5

A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial
Activities to Minimize the Risk of Conflict
with His Judicial Duties

A. Avocational Activities

A judge may write, lecture, teach, and speak on
non-legal subjects, and engage in the arts, sports,
and other social and recreational activities, if such
avocational activities do not detract from the dignity
of his office or interfere with the performance of
his judicial duties.
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B. Civic and Charitable Activities

A judge may participate in civic and charitable
activities that do not reflect adversely upon his
impartiality or interfere with the performance of his
judicial duties. A judge may serve as an officer,
director, trustee, or non-legal advisor of an edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civic or-
ganization not conducted for the economic or politi-
cal advantage of its members, subject to the follow-
ing limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would erdinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court,

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(3) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financia! detriment, he should
divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not aceept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration

A judge should not act as an arbitrator or media-
tor.
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E. Extra-judicial Appointments ]

A judge should not accept appmntment to a gov-
ernmental committee, commission, or other position
that is concerned with issues of fact or policy on
matters other than the improvement of the law, the
legal system, or the administration of justice. A
judge, however, may represent his country, state,' or
locality on ceremonial occasions or in COnr}egt:lon
with historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6

A Judge Should Accept Compensation for
Quasi-Judicial and Extra-Judicial Activi-
ties Only under Restricted Circumstanc-

es

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasijudicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or .ot.her'
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation

Compensation should not exceed a reasonable
amount nor should it exceed what a person who is
not a judge would receive for the same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement

Expense reimbursement should be limited to the
actual cost of travel, food, and lodging reasonably
incurred by the judge and, where appropriate to the
occasion, by his spouse. Any payment in excess of
such an amount i3 compensation.

CANON 7

A Judge Should Refrain from Political Ae-
tivity Inappropriate to His Judicial Office
A. Political Conduct in General
(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

{a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

{b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

{c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political erganization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);
(2) A judge holding an office filled by public

election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted

La.CLRules Pamph, ‘86—3
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by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

{3) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being 2 candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
Justice.

B. Campaign Conduct

A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a
judicial office that is filled either by public election
between competing candidates or on the basis of a
merit system election:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b} should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

(c) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

Compliance with the Code of
Judicial Conduct

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoe, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-time Judge

A part-time judge is a judge who serves on a
continuing or periodic basis, but is permitted by law
to devote time to some other profession or occupa-
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tion and whose compensation for that reason is less
than that of a full-time judge.
A part-time judge:

{1} is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore

A judge pro tempore is a person who is appointed
to act temporarily as a judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5C(8), 5D,
and 5E.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge

A retired judge is not governed by the provisions
of this Code, except when he is sitting by assign-
ment and then he shall be subject to the rules
applicable to a judge pro tempore.
Amended Oct. 29, 1982.

Commitiee on Judicial Ethics

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the imterpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him.

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

54

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(c) The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;
{e) The Judicial Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As-
sociation,

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(¢) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall selec
one member to serve on the Committee for twe
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court o
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its ow1
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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Canon

1. A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary.

2. A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appear-
ance of Impropriety in All his Activities.

3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of his Office
Impartially and Diligently.

4. A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
Law, the Legal System, and the Administration of
Justice.

5. A Judge Should Regulate his Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict with his Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for QuasivJudi-
cial and ExtraJudicial Activities Only under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain from Political Activity Inap-
propriate to his Judicial Office.

Gompliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct.
Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 1

A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and
’ Independence of the Judiciary

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2

A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the
Appearance of Impropriety in All
His Activities

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor

should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

CANON 3

A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His
Office Impartially and Diligently

The judicial duties of a2 judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include &ll the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities

{1) A judge shouid be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

{3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

{4) Except as permitted by law, 2 judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any member of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the

DEF00015



5266

Canon 3

part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadeasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or pho-
tographing of investitive or ceremonial proceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings under
the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract par-
ticipants or impair the dignity of the proceedings;

(ii) the parties have consented, and the consent
to being depicted or recorded has been obtained
from each witness appearing in the recording and
reproduction;

(fi) the reproduction will not be exhibited until
after the proceeding has been concluded and all
direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only for
instructional purposes in educational institutions.
An appellate court may permit broadcasting, tele-

vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appeilate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Administrative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware,
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(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avoid
appointments which tend to create suspicion of im-
propriety. He should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services ren-
dered.

C. Recusation

The recusation of judges is governed by law.
Amended April 23, 1985.

APPENDIX TO CANON 3

Guidelines for Extended Media Coverage of
Proceedings in Appellate Courtrooms
I, As used in these guidelines,

A. “Extended coverage” means any record-
ing or broadeasting by the news media of court
proceedings using television, radio, photograph-
ic or recording equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the
Chief Judge of a Court of Appeal, or the senior
judge of a panel of which the Chief Justice or
Chief Judge is not 2 member.

C. Proceeding” means any hearing, motion,
argument on appeal or other matter held in
open court which the public is entitled to at-
tend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of
record who has appeared in the case, and in-
cludes a party’s counse! of record.

E. “Media” means legitimate news gather-
ing and reporting agencies and their represent-
atives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and
includes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and
the Courts of Appeal of the several circuits.

II. Al extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that
the decorum and dignity of the court, the court-
room and the judicial process will be maintained
at all times. Resolution of any question of cover-
age or procedure not specifically addressed in this
section will be guided by this overriding principle.

III. A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to exiended coverage by filing a written
objection stating the reasons therefor with the
clerk of court at least 10 days prior to the date of
the proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on
the court’s own motion, the presiding judge may
prohibit or limit extended coverage of a proceed-
ing.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted
in any proceeding which by law must or may be
held in private.
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C. The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not
be subject to review by any other court.

1V. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall
not be permitted unless notice of intention to
provide extended coverage of a proceeding is giv-
en by the media to the clerk of court at least 20
days in advance of the proceeding, provided that
only reasonable notice shall be required for cover-
age of expedited proceedings not regularly calen-
dared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings
may be provided by news media agencies and
their representatives, Film, videotape, photo-
graphs, and audio reproduction shall not be used
for commercial or political advertising purposes,
Such use of these materials will be regarded as
an unlawful interference with the judicial process.

V1. Extended coverage of investitive or cere-
monia} proceedings at variance with these guide-
fines may be authorized by the court.

VII. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is
to be provided by more than one media represent-
ative, the media collectively should designate one
representative to coordinate with the court ail
matters dealing with extended coverage, Any
pooling arrangements among the media required
by the limitations and restrictions on equipment
and personnel contained in these guidelines shall
be the sole responsibility of the media and must
be made in advance of the court proceedings to be
covered. Judges and court personne! will not
mediate any dispute as to the appropriate media
representative or equipment authorized to cover a
particular proceeding. If pooling arrangements
cannot be made or if there are unresolved media
disputes, the presiding judge may deny extended
coverage of proceedings.

VIII. A. No more than two portable tele-
vision cameras, each operated by no more than
one camera person and positioned as unobtrusive-
ly as possible at locations approved by the court,
shall be permitted to be physically in the court-
room. Only television equipment which does not
produce Jight or distracting sound will be permit-
ted. Videotape recording equipment which is not
a component part of a television camera shall,
whenever possible, be located in an area outside
the courtroom.

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind
shall be employed in connection with the tele-
vision camera. With the approval of the court,
modifications and additions to existing courtroom
lighting may be made provided such modifications
or additions are installed and maintained without
public expense. Multiple video/audio feeds may
be permitted but must be provided by a video/au-
dio distribution system, furnished by the media,
located outside the courtroom.

IX. A. No more than one stili photographer,
using not more than two stiil cameras with not
more than two lenses for each camera without
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flash or other artificial light, shall be permitted to
be physically in the ecourtroom. Still cameras
must not produce distracting sound and should
produce no greater sound than the Leiea M Series
Rangefinder camera. Motorized film advance
systems will not be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in
a place designated by the presiding judge and
remain in that area except when the proceeding is
in recess. Changing of lenses or film will only be
done during a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadcast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Au-
dio pickup should be made from existing audio
systems in the courtroom whenever possible. If
no technically suitable audio system exists in the
courtroom, microphones and related wiring shall
be permitted but must be unobtrusive and located
in places designated in advance by the presiding
judge. Multiple radio feeds rather than a pooling
system may be permitted but must be provided by
an ‘audio distribution system, provided by the
media, located outside the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape re-
corders into the courtroom and use them to
record proceedings so long as they do not cause
any distraction. Journalists using tape recorders
may sit at any place in the audience portion of the
courtroom, but must keep their tape recorder on
their person at all times. Changing of tape cas-
settes during proceedings is not permitted and
should only be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be
in position at least 15 minutes before the start of
the proceedings and can only be moved or re-
moved after the proceedings are over or during a
recess. Television camera persons and still pho-
tographers must remain in their designated area
and are not permitted to move about the court-
room. Television cameras and radio broadcast
equipment, once in position, may not be moved
during the proceedings. Movement by television
and still photographers ghould be held to a mini-
mum and in no way should be gistracting or call
undue attention to the operators.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding, Extended coverage
in the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom
in the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court
must be maintained at all times during extended
media coverage activities. Court customs, includ-
ing appropriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or
tape-recording, made or broadcast of any confer-
ence between attorneys and their clients, between
cocounsel of a client, between counsel and the
presiding judge when held at the bench, or of
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proceedings held in chambers, No parabolic mi-
crophones shall be used.
Added April 23, 1985.

CANON 4

A Judge May Engage in Activities to
Improve the Law, the Legal System,
and the Administration of Justice

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A. He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative hody or official en matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice,

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice.

CANON 5

A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial
Activities to Minimize the Risk of Conflict
with His Judicial Duties
Avocational Activities
A judge may write, lecture, teach, and speak on
non-legal subjects, and engage in the arts, sports,
and other social and recreational activities, if such
avocational activities do not detract from the dignity
of his office or interfere with the performance of
his judicial duties.
B. Civic and Charitable Activities
A judge may participate in civic and charitable
activities that do not reflect adversely upon his
impartiality or interfere with the performance of his
judicial duties. A judge may serve as an officer,
director, trustee, or non-legal advisor of an edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civic or-

A,
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ganization not conducted for the economic or politi-
cal advantage of its members, subject to the follow-
ing limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization, He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events,
C. Financial Activities

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(3) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financial detriment, he should
divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration

A judge shouild not act as an arbitrator or media-
tor.

E. Extra-judicial Appointments

A judge should not accept appointment to a gov-
ernmental committee, commission, or other position
that is concerned with issues of fact or policy on
matters other than the improvement of the law, the
legal system, or the administration of justice. A
judge, however, may represent his country, state, or
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Jocality on ceremonial occasions or in connection
with historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6

A Judge Should Accept Compensation for
Quasi-Judicial and Extra-Judicial Activi-
ties Only under Restricted Circumstanc-

es

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation

Compensation should not exceed a reasonable
amount nor should it exceed what a person who is
not a judge would receive for the same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement

Expense reimbursement should be limited to the
actual cost of travel, food, and lodging reasonably
incurred by the judge and, where appropriate to the
oceasion, by his spouse. Any payment in excess of
such an amount is compensation.

CANON 7

A Judge Should Refrain from Political Ac-
tivity Inappropriate to His Judicial Office
A. Political Conduct in General

(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

(a) act az a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

() solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);

(2) A judge holding an office filled by public
election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization,

La.Ct.Rules Pamph. ‘873
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(8) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he iz
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
justice.

B. Campaign Conduct

A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a
judicial office that is filled either by public election
between competing candidates or on the basis of a
merit system election:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b} should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or contro! from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

{c) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

Compliance with the Code of
Judicial Conduct

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoe, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Pari-time Judge

A part-time judge is a judge who serves on a
continuing or periodic basis, but is permitted by law
to devote time to some other profession or occupa-
tion and whose compensation for that reason is less
than that of a full-time judge.

A parttime judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;
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(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore

A judge pro tempore is a person who is appointed
to act temporarily as a judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5G(8), 5D,
and 5E, )

{2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
shouid not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge

A retired judge is not governed by the provisions
of this Code, except when he is sitting by assign-
ment and then he shall be subject to the rules
applicable to a judge pro tempore.

Amended Oct, 25, 1982.

Committee on Judicial Ethics

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics is
hereby created. The funection of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him.

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

56

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(c) The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

{d} The President of the City Judges Association;

{e) The Judicial Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As-
sociation.

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following mapner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

{¢) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e} The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 81, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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CANON 1. A JUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD
THE INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE JUDICIARY

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2. A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IM-
PROPRIETY AND THE APPEARANCE
OF IMPROPRIETY IN ALL HIS AC-
TIVITIES
A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.
B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct
Or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his

office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

CANON 3. A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM
THE DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE
IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities, His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

{3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staf{f, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or exr parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doe-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel], litigants
or any member of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar cirecumspection shouid be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

{6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about 2 pending or impending proceeding in any
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court, and shouid require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Execept as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadeasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the eourtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(i) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(iii) the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions.

An appellate court may permit broadeasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Administrative Responsibilities

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and contro! to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him,

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

unprofessional canduct of which the judge may be-
come aware.

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avoid
appointments which tend to create suspicion of im-
propriety. He should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services ren-
dered.

C. Recusation. The recusation of judges is gov-
erned by law.

Amended April 28, 1985

APPENDIX TO CANON 3. GUIDELINES
FOR EXTENDED MEDIA COVERAGE
OF PROCEEDINGS IN APPELLATE
COURTROOMS

1. As used in these guidelines,

A. “Bztended coverage” means any recording
or broadcasting by the news media of court proceed-
ings using television, radio, photographic or record-
ing equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the Chief Judge
of a Court of Appeal, or the senior judge of a panel
of which the Chief Justice or Chief Judge is not a
member,

C. “Proceeding” means any hearing, motion, ar-
gument on appeal or other matter held in open court
which the public is entitled to attend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of record
who has appeared in the case, and includes a party’s
counsel of record.

E. “Media” means legitimate news gathering
and reporting agencies and their representatives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and in-
cludes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and the
Courts of Appeal of the several circuits.

11. All extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that the
decorum and dignity of the court, the courtroom
and the judicial process will be maintained at all
times. Resolution of any question of coverage or
procedure not specifically addressed in this section
will be guided by this overriding principle.

III. A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written
objection stating the reasons therefor with the clerk
of court at least 10 days prior to the date of the
proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on the
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court’s own motion, the presiding judge may prohib-
it or limit extended coverage of a proceeding.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted in
any proceeding which by law must or may be held
in private.

C. The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not be
subject to review by any other court.

IV. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall not
be permitted unless notice of intention to provide
extended coverage of a proceeding is given by the
media to the clerk of court at least 20 days in
advance of the proceeding, provided that only rea-
sonable notice shall be required for coverage of
expedited proceedings not regularly calendared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings may
be provided by news media agencies and their repre-
sentatives. Film, videotape, photographs, and audio
reproduction shall not be used for commercial or
political advertising purposes. Such use of these
materials will be regarded as an unlawful interfer-
ence with the judicial process.

VI. Extended coverage of investitive or ceremo-
nial proceedings at variance with these guidelines
may be authorized by the court.

VII. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is to
be provided by more than one media representative,
the media collectively should designate one repre-
sentative to coordinate with the court all matters
dealing with extended coverage. Any pooling ar-
rangements among the media required by the limi-
tations and restrictions on equipment and personnel
contained in these guidelines shall be the sole re-
sponsibility of the media and must be made in
advance of the court proceedings to be covered.
Judges and court personnel will not mediate any
dispute as to the appropriate media representative
or equipment authorized to cover a particular pro-
ceeding. If pooling arrangements cannot be made
or if there are unresolved media disputes, the pre-
siding judge may deny extended coverage of pro-
ceedings.

VIII. A. No more than two portable television
cameras, each operated by no more than one camera
person and positioned as unobtrusively as possible
at locations approved by the court, shall be permit-
ted to be physically in the courtroom. Only tele-
wision equipment which does not produce light or
distracting sound will be permitted. Videotape re-
cording equipment which is not a component part of
a television camera shall, whenever possible, be
located in an area outside the courtroom,

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind shall
be employed in connection with the television cam-
era. With the approval of the court, modifications
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and additions to existing courtroom lighting may be
made provided such modifications or additions are
installed and maintained without public expense.
Multiple video/audio feeds may be permitted but
must be provided by a video/audio distribution sys-
tem, furnished by the media, located outside the
courtroom,

IX. A. No more than one still photographer,
using not more than two still cameras with not more
than two lenses for each camera without flash or
other artificial light, shall be permitted to be physi-
cally in the courtroom. Still cameras must not
produce distracting sound and should produce no
greater sound than the Leica M Series Rangefinder
camera. Motorized film advance systems will not
be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in a
place designated by the presiding judge and remain
in that area except when the proceeding is in recess.
Changing of lenses or film will only be done during
a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadcast
purposes will be permitted in the courtreom. Audio
pickup should be made from existing audio systems
in the courtroom whenever possible. If no techni-
cally suitable audio system exists in the courtroom,
microphones and related wiring shall be permitted
but must be unobtrusive and located in places desig-
nated in advance by the presiding judge. Multiple
radio feeds rather than a pooling system may be
permitted but must be provided by an audio distri-
bution system, provided by the media, located out-
side the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape record-
ers into the courtroom and use them to record
proceedings so long as they do not cause any dis-
traction. Journalists using tape recorders may sit
at any place in the audience portion of the court-
room, but must keep their tape recorder on their
person at all times. Changing of tape cassettes
during proceedings is not permitted and should only
be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be in
position at least 15 minutes before the start of the
proceedings and can only be moved or removed
after the proceedings are over or during a recess.
Television camera persons and still photographers
must remain in their designated area and are not
permitted to move about the courtraom. Television
cameras and radio broadeast equipment, once in
position, may not be moved during the proceedings.
Movement by television and still photographers
should be held to a minimum and in no way should
be distracting or call undue attention to the opera-
tors.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
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recess in 2 court proceeding. Extended coverage in
the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom in
the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court must
be maintained at all times during extended media
coverage activities. Court customs, including ap-
propriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or tape-
recording, made or broadcast of any conference
between attorneys and their clients, between co-
counsel of a client, between counsel and the presid-
ing judge when held at the bench, or of proceedings
held in chambers. No parabolic microphones shall
be used.

Added April 23, 1985.

CANON 4. A JUDGE MAY ENGAGE IN
ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE LAW,
THE LEGAL SYSTEM, AND THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A, He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the Jegal system, and the administration of justice.

CANON 5. A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE
HIS EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVITIES
TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF CON-
FLICT WITH HIS JUDICIAL DUTIES

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write,
lecture, teach, and speak on non-legal subjects, and

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

engage in the arts, sports, and other soeial and
recreational activities, if such avocational activitieg
do not detract from the dignity of his office or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties,

B. Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge
may participate in civic and charitable activities that
do not reflect adversely upon his impartiality or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties,
A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee,
or non-legal advisor of an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization not con-
ducted for the economic or political advantage of its
members, subject to the following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
rveal estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(8) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do 80 without serious financial detriment, he should
divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
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. i dealings or for any other purpose not
fﬁ:?:éam his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration. A judge should not act as an
arbitrator or mediator.

E. Extra-judicial Appointments. A judge
should not accept appointment to a goyetnmentgl
committee, commission, or other position that is
concerned with issues of fact or policy on maiters
other than the improvement of the %aw, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. A judge,
however, may represent his country, state, or locali-
ty on ceremonial occasions or in_connection with
historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6. A JUDGE SHOULD ACCEPT
COMPENSATION FOR QUASI-JUDI-
CIAL AND EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVI.
TIES ONLY UNDER RESTRICTED
CIRCUMSTANCES

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation. Compensation should not ex-
ceed a reasonable amount nor should it exceed what
a person who is not a judge would receive for the
same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement. Expense reim-
bursement should be limited to the actual cost of
travel, food, and lodging reasonably incurred by the
judge and, where appropriate to the occasion, by his
spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount
is compensation.

CANON 7. A JUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN
FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY INAP-
PROPRIATE TO HIS JUDICIAL OF-
FICE

A. Political Conduct in General
(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

{a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

{b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make 2 contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);

55

Compliance

(2) A judge holding an office filled by public
election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

(3) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
justice,

B. Campaign Conduct. A candidate, including
an incumbent judge, for a judicial office that is
filled either by public election between competing
candidates or on the basis of a merit system elec-
tion:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

{b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

(c) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoc, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-time Judge. A parttime judge is a
judge who serves on s continuing or periodic basis,
but is permitted by law to devote time to some other
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profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro tempore
is a person who is appointed to act temporarily as a
sjudge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5C(3), 5D,
and 5E.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge, A retired judge is not gov-

erned by the provisions of this Code, except when
he is sitting by assignment and then he shall be
subject to the rules applicable to a judge pro tem-
pore.

Amended Oct. 29, 1982,

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethies is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him,

The Committee shali consist of nine members, as
follows:

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(¢) The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

(e) The Judicia! Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As.
sociation,

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(h) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(c) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

. (d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shail
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of

~ the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
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rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976,
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Effective January 1, 1976
Including Amendments Received Through January 15, 1989
Table of Canons

fuxn.]udge Should Uphold the Integrity and Indepen-
" " gence of the Judiciary. )

2. A Judge Should Avaid Impropriety and the Appear-
" " anee of Impropriety in All His Acpvxtnes, . .
3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His Office

Impartially and Diligently. ]
Appendix to Canon 8. Guidelines for Extended Media
Coverage of Proceedings in Appellate Courtrooms,
4 A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
" " Law, the Legal System, and the Administration of
Justice.

CANON 1. A JUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD
THE INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE JUDICIARY N

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence,

CANON 2. A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IM-
PROPRIETY AND THE APPEARANCE
OF IMPROPRIETY IN ALL HIS AC-
TIVITIES

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
ather relationships to influence his judicial conduct
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
_Should he convey or permit others to convey the
Impression that they are in a special position to
fluence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
& character witness.

Canon

5. A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict with His Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-Judi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only under Re-
stricted Cirenmstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain from Political Activity Inap-
propriate to His Judiciel Office.

Compliance with the Code of Judicial Canduet.

Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 3. A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM
THE DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE
IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A, Adjudicative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and eour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or er paerte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence hig
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
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language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any mernber of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or xmpendmg proceeding in any
court, and shouid require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadcastmg, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

{c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

{if) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

{iii} the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been conciuded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions.

An appellate court may permit broadcasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administratiou of justice in the pending cause.
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Ad

B. ibilities. .

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admi..
istrative respons:blhtles, maintain professional com,:
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate thy
performance of the administrative responsibilities og
other judges and court officials. )

(2) A judge should require his staff and cour
officials subject to his direction and control to ol
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence thay
apply to him, )

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriats
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be
come aware. .

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint:
ments. Al appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avaid
appointments which tend to create suspicion of im.
propriety. He should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services renm
dered.

C. Recusation. The recusation of judges is gov-
erned by law.
Amended April 23, 1985.

APPENDIX TO CANON 3.
GUIDELINES FOR EXTENDED MEDIA
COVERAGE OF FPROCEEDINGS IN
APPELLATE COURTROOMS
1. As used in these guidelines,

A. “Extended coverage” means any recording
or broadeasting by the news media of court proceed:
ings using television, radie, photographic or record
ing equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the Chief Judge
of a Court of Appeal, or the senior judge of a panel
of which the Chief Justice or Chief Judge is nots
member,

C. “Proceeding” means any hearing, motion, ar
gument on appeal or other matter held in open court
which the public is entitled to attend.

D. “Party” means a2 named litigant of record
who has appeared in the case, and includes a party’s
counsel of record.

E. “Medin” means legitimate news gathering
and reporting agencies and their representatives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and ir
cludes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and the
Courts of Appeal of the several circuits.

1. Al extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that the
decorum and dignity of the court, the courtroom
and the judicial process will be maintained at al
times. Resolution of any question of coverage or

rative R
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e not specifically addressed in thig section
&?ﬁcg‘iu;uided by this overriding principle.
A. The consent or approval of parties to

1L 3 i s
extended coverage IS not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written

objection stating the reasons therefor with the clerk
of court at least 10 days prior to the date of the
proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on the
court’s own motion, the presiding judge may prohib-
it or limit extended coverage of a proceeding.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted in
any proceeding which by law must or may be held
in private.

G The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not be
subject to review by any other court.

Iv. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall not
be permitted unless notice of intention to provide
extended coverage of a proceeding is given by the
media to the clerk of court at least 20 days in
advance of the proceeding, provided that only rea-
sonable notice shall be required for coverage of
expedited proceedings not regularly calendared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings may
be provided by news media agencies and their repre-
sentatives. Film, videotape, photographs, and audio
reproduction shall not be used for commercial or
political advertising purposes. Such use of these
materials will be regarded as an unlawful interfer-
ence with the judicial process.

V1. Extended coverage of investitive or ceremo-
nial proceedings at varlance with these guidelines
may be authorized by the court.

VII. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is to
be provided by more than one media representative,
the media collectively should designate one repre-
sentative to coordinate with the court all matters
dealing with extended coverage. Any pooling ar-
rangements among the media required by the limi-
tations and restrictions on equipment and personnel
contained in these guidelines shall be the sole re-
sponsibility of the media and must be made in
advance of the court proceedings to be covered.
Judges and court personnel will not mediate any
dispute as to the appropriate media representative
or equipment authorized to cover a particular pro-
ceeding. If pooling arrangements cannot be made
or if there are unresolved media disputes, the pre-
siding judge may deny extended coverage of pro-
ceedings.

VIII. A, No more than two portable television
cameras, each operated by no more than one camera
person and positioned as unobtrusively as possible
at locations approved by the court, shall be permit-

d to be physically in the courtroom. Only tele-
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vision equipment which does not produce light or
distracting sound will be permitted. Videotape re-
cording equipment which is not a component part of
a television camera shall, whenever possible, be
jocated in an area outside the courtroom.

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind shall
be employed in connection with the television cam-
era. With the approval of the court, modifications
and additions to existing courtroom lighting may be
made provided such modifications or additions are
installed and maintained without public expense.
Multiple video/audio feeds may be permitted but
must be provided by a video/audio distribution sys-
tem, furnished by the media, located outside the
courtroom.

IX. A. No more than one still photographer,
using not more than two still cameras with not more
than two lenses for each camera without flash or
other artificial light, shall be permitted to be physi-
cally in the courtroom. Still cameras must not
produce distracting sound and should produce no
greater sound than the Leica M Series Rangefinder
camera. Motorized film advance systems will not
be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in a
place designated by the presiding judge and remain
in that area except when the proceeding is in recess.
Changing of lenses or film will only be done during
a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadeast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Audio
pickup should be made from existing audio systems
in the courtroom whenever possible. 1f no techni-
cally suitable audio system exists in the courtroom,
microphones and related wiring shall be permitted
but must be unobtrusive and located in places desig-
nated in advance by the presiding judge. Multiple
radio feeds rather than a pooling system may be
permitted but must be provided by an audio distri-
bution system, provided by the media, located out-
side the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape record-
ers into the courtroom and use them to record
proceedings so long as they do not cause any dis-
traction. Journalists using tape recorders may sit
at any place in the audience portion of the court-
room, but must keep their tape recorder on their
person at all times. Changing of tape cassettes
during proceedings is not permitted and should only
be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be in
position at least 15 minutes before the start of the
proceedings and can only be moved or removed
after the proceedings are over or during a recess.
Television camera persons and still photographers
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must remain in their designated area and are not
permitted to move about the courtroom. Television
cameras and radio broadcast equipment, once in
position, may not be moved during the proceedings.
Movement by television and still photographers
should be held to a minimum and in no way should
be distracting or call undue attention to the opera-
tors.

X111, Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding. Extended coverage in
the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom in
the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court must
be maintained at all times during extended media
coverage activities. Court customs, including ap-
propriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or tape-
recording, made or broadcast of any conference
between attorneys and their clients, between co-
counsel of a client, between counsel and the presid-
ing judge when held at the bench, or of proceedings
held in chambers. No parabolic microphones shall
be used.

Added April 28, 1985.

CANON 4. A JUDGE MAY ENGAGE IN
ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE LAW,
THE LEGAL SYSTEM, AND THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A. He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on natters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legisiative body or official,
but only on matters coneerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the impravement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities, He may make recommenda-
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tions to the public and private fund-granting agen.
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice,.

CANON 5. A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE:
HIS EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVITIES
TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF CON.
FLICT WITH HIS JUDICIAL DUTIES

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write,
lecture, teach, and speak on non-legal subjects, and
engage in the arts, sports, and other social and
recreational activities, if such avocational activities
do not detract from the dignity of his office or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties,

B. Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge
may participate in civic and charitable activities that
do not reflect adversely upon his impartiality or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties,
A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustes,
or non-legal advisor of an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization not con
ducted for the economic or political advantage of its
members, subject to the following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or wili be regular
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orgs-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities.

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perfornr
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves,

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), 3
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busk
nesses affected with a public interest.

{3) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financia! detriment, he should
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divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) Ajudgeora member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonab.ly appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5 Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arhitration. A judge should vot act as an
arbitrator or mediator.

E. Extrajudicial Appointments. A judge
should not accept appointment to a governmentai
committee, commission, or other position that is
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters
other than the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. A judge,
however, may represent his country, state, or locali-
ty on ceremonial oceasions or in connection with
historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6. A JUDGE SHOULD ACCEPT
COMPENSATION FOR QUASI-JUDI-
CIAL AND EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVI-
TIES ONLY UNDER RESTRICTED
CIRCUMSTANCES

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation. Compensation should not ex-
ceed a reasonable amount nor should it exceed what
a person who is not a judge would receive for the
same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement. Expense reim-

bursement should be limited to the actual cost of

travel, food, and lodging reasonably incurred by the
judge and, where appropriate to the occasion, by his
spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount
18 compensation.

CANON 7. A JUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN
FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY INAP-
PROPRIATE TO HIS JUDICIAL OF-
FICE

A, Political Conduct in General,
(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

La.Rutes of Count-State—3
'80 Parnph,

55

(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

{c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);
(2) A judge holding an office filled by public

election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

(3) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party-primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

{4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
justice.

B. Campaign Conduct. A candidate, including
an incumbent judge, for a judicial office that is
filled either by public election hetween competing
candidates or on the basis of a merit system elec-
tion:

{a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

(c) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983.

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial

DEF00033



5284

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

funetions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoe, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-time Judge. A part-time judge is a
judge who serves on a continuing or periodic basis,
but is permitted by law to devote time to some other
profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice Jaw in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appeliate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to

B. Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro tempore
is a person who is appointed to act temporarily as a
judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5C(3), 5D,
and 5K,

(2) A person whe has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge. A retired judge is not gov-
erned by the provisions of this Code, except when
he is sitting by assignment and then he shali be
subject to the rules applicable to a judge pro tem-
pore.

Amended Oct. 29, 1982.

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
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on its own motion or in response to inquiries from:;
any judge insofar as these canons may affect hiy’

The Committee shall consist of nine members, a5
follows: ;

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member g
the Supreme Court; :

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appes
Judge; :

(c) The President of the District Judges Associa.
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

(2) The Judicial Administrator; and

{f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As.
sociation,

The members of said Committee shall be selecteq
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(c) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committes
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for twp
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the Distriet Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Pres:
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inguiries as

promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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Table of Canons

Canon
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4. A Judge May Engsge in Activities to Improve the
‘Il..aw, the Legal System, and the Administration of
ustice.

CANON 1. A JUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD
THE INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE JUDICIARY

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2. A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IM-
PROPRIETY AND THE APPEARANCE
OF IMPROPRIETY IN ALL HIS AC-
TIVITIES

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to infiuence his judicial conduct
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
§h0uld he convey or permit others to convey the
Impression that they are in a speecial position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

Canon

5. A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict With His Judieial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-yudi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only Under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain From Political Activity Inap-
propriate to His Judicial Office.

Compliance With the Code of Judicial Conduect.

Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 3. A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM
THE DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE
IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

{2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except 2s permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also aveid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any member of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
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for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadecasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

{¢) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(i) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(i) the reproduction wili not be exhibited un-
ti} after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions,

An appellate court may permit broadcasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appeilate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to {a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Ad istrative Resp

{1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-

hilities
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petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware,

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. He should avoid
appointments which tend to create suspicion of im-
propriety. He should not approve compensation of
appointees beyond the fair value of services ren-
dered.

C. Recusation. The recusation of judges is gov-
erned by law.
Amended April 23, 1985,

Arpenpix 10 CANON 3.
GUIDELINES FOR EXTENDED MEDIA
COVERAGE OF PROCEEDINGS IN
APPELLATE COURTROOMS
I. As used in these guidelines,

A, “Extended coverage” means any recording
or broadeasting by the news media of court proceed-
ings using television, radio, photographic or record-
ing equipment.

B. ‘“Presiding Judge” means the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the Chief Judge
of a Court of Appeal, or the senior judge of a panel
of which the Chief Justice or Chief Judge is not a
member.

C. “Proceeding” means any hearing, motion, ar-
gument on appeal or other matter held in open court
which the public is entitled to attend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of record
who has appeared in the case, and includes a party’s
counsel of record.

E. “Medic” means legitimate news gathering
and reporting agencies and their representatives.

F. “Court” means an appeliate court and in-
cludes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and the
Courts of Appeal of the several cireuits.

II. All extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that the
decorum and dignity of the court, the courtroom
and the judicial process will be maintained at all
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times. Resolution of any question of coverage or
procedure not specifically addressed in this section
will be guided by this overriding principle.

III. A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written
objection stating the reasons therefor with the clerk
of court at least 10 days prior to the date of the
proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on the
court’s own motion, the presiding judge may prohib-
it or limit extended coverage of a proceeding.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted in
any proceeding which by law must or may be held
in private.

C. The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not be
subject to review by any other court.

IV. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall not
be permitted unless notice of intention to provide
extended coverage of a proceeding is given by the
media to the clerk of court at least 20 days in
advance of the proceeding, provided that only rea-
sonable notice shall be required for coverage of
expedited proceedings not regularly calendared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings may
be provided by news media agencies and their repre-
sentatives. Film, videotape, photographs, and audio
reproduction shall not be used for commercial or
political advertising purposes. Such use of these
materials will be regarded as an unlawful interfer-
ence with the judicial process.

VI. Extended coverage of investitive or ceremo-
nial proceedings at variance with these guidelines
may be authorized by the court.

VII. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is to
be provided by more than one media representative,
the media collectively should designate one repre-
sentative to coordinate with the court all matters
dealing with extended coverage. Any pooling ar-
rangements among the media required by the limi-
tations and restrictions on equipment and personnel
contained in these guidelines shall be the sole re-
sponsibility of the media and must he made in
advance of the court proceedings to be covered.
Judges and court personnel will not mediate any
dispute as to the appropriate media representative
or equipment authorized to cover a particular pro-
ceeding. If pooling arrangements cannot be made
or if there are unresolved media disputes, the pre-
siding judge may deny extended coverage of pro-
ceedings.

VIII. A. No more than two portable television
cameras, each operated by no more than one camera
person and positioned as unobtrusively as possible
at locations approved by the court, shall be permit-
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ted to be physically in the courtroom., Only tele-
vision equipment which does not produce light or
distracting sound will be permitted. Videotape re-
cording equipment which is not a component part of
a television camera shall, whenever possible, be
located in an area outside the courtroom.

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind shall
be employed in connection with the television ecam-
era. With the approval of the court, modifications
and additions to existing courtroom lighting may be
made provided such modifications or additions are
installed and maintained without public expense.
Multiple video/audio feeds may be permitted but
must be provided by a video/audio distribution sys-
tem, furnished by the media, located outside the
courtroom.

IX. A. No more than one still photographer,
using not more than two still cameras with not more
than two lenses for each camera without flash or
other artificial light, shall be permitted te be physi-
cally in the courtroom. Still cameras must not
produce distracting sound and should preduce no
greater sound than the Leica M Series Rangefinder
camera. Motorized film advance systems will not
be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in a
place designated by the presiding judge and remain
in that area except when the proceeding is in recess.
Changing of lenses or film will only be done during
a recess,

X. Only one audio system for radio broadeast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Audio
pickup should be made from existing audio systems
in the courtroom whenever possible, If no techni-
cally suitable audio system exists in the courtroom,
microphones and related wiring shall be permitted
but must be unobtrusive and located in places desig-
nated in advance by the presiding judge. Multiple
radio feeds rather than a pooling system may be
permitted but must be provided by an audio distri-
bution system, provided by the media, located out-
side the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape record-
ers into the courtroom and use them to record
proceedings so long as they do not cause any dis-
traction. Journalists using tape recorders may sit
at any place in the audience portion of the court-
room, but must keep their tape recorder on their
person at all times. Changing of tape cassettes
during proceedings is not permitted and should only
be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be in
position at least 15 minutes before the start of the
proceedings and can only be moved or removed
after the proceedings are over or during a recess.
Television camera persons and still photographers
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must remain in their designated area and are not
permitted to move about the courtroom, Television
cameras and radio broadeast equipment, once in
position, may not be moved during the proceedings.
Movement by television and still photographers
should be held {0 a minimum and in no way should
be distracting or call undue attention to the opera-
tors.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding. Extended coverage in
the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom in
the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court must
be maintained at all times during extended media
coverage activities, Court customs, including ap-
propriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or tape-
recording, made or broadcast of any conference
between attorneys and their clients, between co-
counsel of a elient, between counsel and the presid-
ing judge when held at the bench, or of proceedings
held in chambers. No parabolic microphones shall
be used.

Added Apri! 23, 1985.

CANON 4. A JUDGE MAY ENGAGE IN
ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE LAW,
THE LEGAL SYSTEM, AND THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A. He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvemnent of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raiging activities. He may make recommenda-

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice,

CANON 5. A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE
HIS EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVITIES
TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF CON.
FLICT WITH HIS JUDICIAL DUTIES

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write,
lecture, teach, and speak on non-legal subjects, and
engage in the arts, sports, and other social and
recreational activities, if such avocational activities
do not detract from the dignity of his office or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.

B. Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge
may participate in civic and charitable activities that
do not reflect adversely upon his impartiality or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.
A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee,
or nonlegal advisor of an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization not con-
ducted for the economic or political advantage of its
members, subject to the.following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities.

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit hig judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan associat.ioq.
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(8) A judge should manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financial detriment, he should
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divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

{4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(b} Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration. A judge should not act as an
arbitrator or mediator.

E. Extra-judicial Appointments, A judge
should not accept appomtment to a govemmenta.l
committee, commission, or other position that is
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters
other than the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. A judge,
however, may represent his country, state, or locali-
ty on cer or in ec tion with
historical, edumhonal, and cultural activities.

CANON 6. A JUDGE SHOULD ACCEPT
COMPENSATION FOR QUASI-JUDI-
CIAL AND EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVI-
TIES ONLY UNDER RESTRICTED
CIRCUMSTANCES

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation. Compensation should not ex-
ceed a reasonable amount nor should it exceed what
a person who is not a judge would receive for the
same activity,

B. Expense Reimbursement. Expense reim-
bursement should be limited to the actual cost of
travel, food, and lodging reasonably incurred by the
judge and, where appropriate to the occasion, by his
spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount
is compensation.

CANON 7. A JUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN
FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY INAP-
PROPRIATE TO HIS JUDICIAL OF-
FICE

A. Political Conduct in General,
(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:
(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;
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(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
publie office;

{(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, of other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);
(2) A judge holding an office filled by public

election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

{3) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
Jjustice,

B. Campaign Conduct. A candidate, including
an incumbent judge, for a judicial office that is
filled either by public election between competing
candidates or on the basis of a merit system elec-
tion:

(2) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from deing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

() should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoe, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
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magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Pari.time Judge. A parttime judge is a
judge who serves on a continuing or periodic basis,
but is permitted by Jaw to devote time to some other
profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro lempore
is a person who is appointed to act temporarily as a
judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5G(3), 5D,
and 5E.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge. A retired judge is not gov-
erned by the provisions of this Code, except when
he is sitting by assignment and then he shall be
subject to the rules applicable to a judge pro tem-
pore.

Amended Oct. 29, 1982.

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethies is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions

on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him,

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

¢b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(¢) The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

(e) The Judicial Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As.
sociation,

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(¢) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976
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Table of Canons

Canon
1. A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary.
2. A Judge Should Avoid Im})ropriety and the Appear-
ance of Impropriety in All His Activities.
3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His Office
Impartially and Diligently.
Appendix to Canon 3. Guidelines for Extended Media
verage of Proceedings in Appellate Courtrooms.
4. A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
Law, the Legal System, and the Administration of
Justice.

CANON 1. A JUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD
THE INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE JUDICIARY

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enfore-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduct so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

CANON 2. A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IM-
PROPRIETY AND THE APPEARANCE
OF IMPROPRIETY IN ALL HIS AC-
TIVITIES

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.
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Canon

5. A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict With His Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for QuasivJudi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only Under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain From Political Activity Inap-
propriate to His Judicial Office.

Compliance With the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 3. A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM
THE DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE
IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities,

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

{2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control,

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
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or any member of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personne! subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadeasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
or recesses between sessions.

A trial judge may authorize:

(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(if) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(iii) the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions.

An appellate court may permit broadcasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.
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B. Administrative Responsibilities,

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduet of which the judge may be-
come aware,

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. A judge should
avoid appointments which tend to ereate suspicion
of impropriety. A judge should not approve the
compensation of appointees beyond the fair value of
services rendered. A judge should avoid nepotism.
No spouse or member of the immediate family of a
judge shall be employed in the court to which that
judge was elected. “Immediate family” means a
judge's children, parents, brothers and sisters; the
children and parents of a judge’s spouse; and the
spouses of a judge’s children.

The provisions of this Subsection shall not prohib-
it the continued employment of any employee of a
court employed by such court on or before Decem-
ber 31, 1990, or any employee of a court who
becomes a member of a judge's immediate family
subsequent to employment; nor shall such provi-
sions be construed to hinder, alter, or in any way
affect promotional advancements for any such em-
ployee. The provisions of this Subsection pertain-
ing to nepotism shall not apply to mayors or justices
of the peace.

C. Recusation. The recusation of judges is gov-
erned by law.

Amended April 23, 1985; Dec. 3, 1990.

APPENDIX TO CANON 3.

GUIDELINES FOR EXTENDED MEDIA
COVERAGE OF PROCEEDINGS IN
APPELLATE COURTROOMS

I. As used in these guidelines,

A, “Extended coverage” means any recording
or broadcasting by the news media of court proceed-
ings using television, radio, photographic or record-
ing equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the Chief Judge
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of a Court of Appeal, or the senior judge of a panel
of which the Chief Justice or Chief Judge is not a
member.

C. “Proceeding’ means any hearing, motion, ar-
gument on appeal or other matter held in open court
which the public is entitled to attend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of record
who has appeared in the case, and includes a party’s
counsel of record,

E. “Media” means legitimate news gathering
and reporting agencies and their representatives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and in-
cludes the Supreme Court of Louisiana and the
Courts of Appeal of the several circuits.

II. All extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that the
decorum and dignity of the court, the courtroom
and the judicial process will be maintained at all
times. Resolution of any question of coverage or
procedure not specifically addressed in this section
will be guided by this overriding principle.

III. A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written
objection stating the reasons therefor with the clerk
of court at least 10 days prior to the date of the
proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on the
court’s own motion, the presiding judge may prohib-
it or limit extended coverage of a proceeding.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted in
any proceeding which by law must or may be held
in private.

C. The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not be
subject to review by any other court.

IV. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall not
be permitted unless notice of intention to provide
extended coverage of a proceeding is given by the
media to the clerk of court at least 20 days in
advance of the proceeding, provided that only rea-
sonable notice shall be required for coverage of
expedited proceedings not regularly calendared. .

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings may
be provided by news media agencies and their repre-
sentatives. Film, videotape, photographs, and audio
reproduction shall not be used for commereial or
political advertising purposes. Such use of these
materials will be regarded as an uniawful interfer-
ence with the judicial process.

VI. Extended coverage of investitive or ceremo-
nial proceedings at variance with these guidelines
may he authorized by the court.

VII. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is to

655

be provided by more than one media representative,
the media collectively should designate one repre-
sentative to coordinate with the court all matters
dealing with extended coverage. Any pooling ar-
rangements among the media required by the limi-
tations and restrictions on equipment and personnel
contained in these guidelines shall be the sole re-
sponsibility of the media and must be made in
advance of the court proceedings to be covered.
Judges and court personnel will not mediate any
dispute as to the appropriate media representative
or equipment authorized to cover a particular pro-
ceeding. If pooling arrangements cannot be made
or if there are unresolved media disputes, the pre-
siding judge may deny extended coverage of pro-
ceedings.

VIII, A. No more than two portable television
cameras, each operated by no more than one camera
person and positioned as unobtrusively as possible
at locations approved by the court, shall be permit-
ted to be physically in the courtroom. Only tele-
vision equipment which does not produce light or
distracting sound will be permitted. Videotape re-
cording equipment which is not a component part of
a television camera shall, whenever possible, be
located in an area outside the courtroom.

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind shall
be employed in connection with the television cam-
era. With the approval of the court, modifications
and additions to existing courtroom lighting may be
made provided such modifications or additions are
installed and maintained without public expense.
Multiple video/audio feeds may be permitted but
must be provided by a video/audio distribution sys-
tem, furnished by the media, located outside the
courtroom.

" IX. A. No more than one stili photographer,
using not more than two still cameras with not more
than two lenses for each camera without flash or
other artificial light, shall be permitted to be physi-
cally in the courtroom. Still cameras must not
produce distracting sound and should produce no
greater sound than the Leica M Series Rangefinder
camera. Motorized film advance systems will not
be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in a
place designated by the presiding judge and remain
in that area except when the proceeding is in recess.
Changing of lenses or film will only be done during
a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadcast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Audio
pickup should be made from existing audio systems
in the courtroom whenever possible, If no techni-
cally suitable audio system exists in the courtroom,
microphones and related wiring shall be permitted
but must be unobtrusive and located in places desig-
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nated in advance by the presiding judge. Multiple
radio feeds rather than a pooling system may be
permitted but must be provided by an audio distri-
bution system, provided by the media, located out-
side the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape record-
ers into the courtroom and use them to record
proceedings so long as they do not cause any dis-
traction. Journalists using tape recorders may sit
at any place in the audience portion of the court-
room, but must keep their tape recorder on their
person at all times. Changing of tape cassettes
during proceedings is not permitted and should only
be done during a recess.

XII. A}l camera and audio equipment must be in
position at least 15 minutes before the start of the
proceedings and can only be moved or removed
after the proceedings are over or during a recess.
Television camera persons and still photographers
must remain in their designated area and are not
permitted to move about the courtroom. Television
cameras and radio broadcast equipment, once in
position, may not be moved during the proceedings.
Movement by television and still photographers
should be held to a minimum and in no way should
be distracting or call undue attention to the opera-
tors.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding. Extended coverage in
the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom in
the presence of the presiding judge.

XIV. The dignity and decorum of the court must
be maintained at all times during extended media
coverage activities. Court customs, including ap-
propriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected, Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or tape-
recording, made or broadcast of any conference
between attorneys and their clients, between co-
counsel of a client, between counsel and the presid-
ing judge when held at the bench, or of proceedings
held in chambers. No parabolic microphones shall
be used.

Added April 23, 1985.

CANON 4. A JUDGE MAY ENGAGE IN
ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE THE LAW,
THE LEGAL SYSTEM, AND THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
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doubt on his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A, He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. He may
assist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invest-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice.

CANON 5. A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE
HIS EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVITIES
TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF CON.
FLICT WITH HIS JUDICIAL DUTIES

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write,
lecture, teach, and speak on non-egal subjects, and
engage in the arts, sports, and other social and
recreational activities, if such avocational activities
do not detract from the dignity of his office or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.

B. Civic and Charitable Activities, A judge
may participate in civic and charitable activities that
do not reflect adversely upon his impartiality or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.
A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee,
or non-legal advisor of an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization not con-
ducted for the economic or political advantage of its
members, subject to the following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any.edu—
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.
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C. Financial Activities.

(I) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

{(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
manager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
tion, homestead or savings and loan association,
insurance company, public utility, and other busi-
nesses affected with a public interest.

(3) A judge shouid manage his investments and
other financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
do so without serious financial detriment, he should
divest himself of investments and other financial
interests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
his household should not accept any gifts or favors
which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity shouid not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration. A judge should not act as an
arbitrator or mediator,

E. Extra-Judicial Appointments. A judge
should not accept appointment to a governmental
committee, commission, or other position that is
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters
other than the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. A judge,
however, may represent his country, state, or locali-
ty on ceremonial occasions or in connection with
historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6. A JUDGE SHOULD ACCEPT
COMPENSATION FOR QUASI-JUDI-
CIAL AND EXTRA-JUDICIAL ACTIVI.
TIES ONLY UNDER RESTRICTED
CIRCUMSTANCES

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-ju-
dicial activities permitted by this Code, if the source
of such payments does not give the appearance of
influencing the judge in his judicial duties or other-
wise give the appearance of impropriety, subject to
the following restrictions:

A. Compensation. Compensation should not ex-
ceed a reasonable amount nor should it exceed what
a person who is not a judge would receive for the
same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement. Expense reim-
bursement should be limited to the actual cost of
travel, food, and lodging reasonably incurred by the
judge and, where appropriate to the occasion, by his
spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount
is compensation.

CANON 7. A JUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN
FROM POLITICAL ACTIVITY INAP-
PROPRIATE TO HIS JUDICIAL OF-
FICE

A. Political Conduet in General.

(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:

(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;

(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsectmn AQ2);

(@) A judge holding an office filled by public
election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

(3} A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
justice.

B. Campaign Conduct. A candidate, including
an incumbent judge, for a judicial office that is
filled either by public election between competing
candidates or on the basis of a merit system elec-
tion:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
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family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

(¢) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoc, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a judge for the purpose of this Code. All
judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-Time Judge. A parttime judge is a
judge who serves on a continuing or periodic basis,
but is permitted by law to devote time to some other
profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
5D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro tempore
is a person who is appointed to act temporarily as a
judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5C(3), 5D,
and BE.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge. A retired judge is not gov-
erned by the provisions of this Code, except when
he is sitting by assignment and then he shall be
subject to the rules applicable to a judge pro tem-
pore.

Amended Oct. 29, 1982,
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive ingquiries from members of the Judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics ig
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him,

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

(a) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

(b) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(¢) The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

(e) The Judicial Administrator; and

(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As-
sociation.

The members of said Committee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall

always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office as Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(c) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicial Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be members of the Committee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all ir_xquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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Supreme Court and Part II, being the Multistate
Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE).
An applicant must be designated as having passed
both Part I and Part II of the Louisiana Bar Exami-
nation prior to being eligible for admission. This
designation and the right to re-examination will be
as follows:

{A) As to Part I—An applicant who fails five {5)
or more of the nine (9) examinations shall be con-
sidered as completely failing Part T of the examina-
tion as a whole. Such applicant shall be permitted
to take a re-examination at the next regular exami-
nation of the Committee on Bar Admissions.

(B) As to Part I—An applicant who passes five
(5) or more of the nine (9) examinations, but who
fails either two (2) Code examinations or any three
(8) of the nine (9) examinations shall be considered
as conditionally failing Part I of the examination as
a whole. Such applicant shall be placed on a special
list and may make application for re-examination
and shall be re-examined on only those separate
examinations applicant did not pass in Part 1.
Should such applicants, upon re-examination, pass
some of the separate examinations originally not
passed in Part I, those shall be eliminated from
future examinations. Such applicant shall be
deemed to have passed Part I of the examination as
a whole when applicant has cumulatively passed
seven (7) of the nine (9) examinations provided that
of the two examinations not passed, not more than
one is on a required Code subject.

(C) As to Part II—The following provisions shall
apply to the Multistate Professional Responsibility
Examination (MPRE):

1. Applicant must receive a scaled score of 75 or
better to be designated as having passed Part II of
the examination.

2. All applicants must demonstrate compliance
with the requirements of successful completion of
the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examina-
tion (MPRE) by causing a certificate supplied by the
agency administering such examination bearing the
scaled score attained on the Multistate Professional
Responsibility Examination (MPRE) to be forward-
ed directly to the Committee on Bar Admissions,
Louisiana State Bar Association.

3. Successful completion of the Multistate Pro-
fessional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) must
have been within one year prior to the date of the
original application for admission. Such successful
completion and use of the MPRE score shall be
valid for a total of three (3) years.

4. Applicants prior to August 1, 1984 who have,
under the previous rules under Section 10 of Article
XIV, passed the Ethics Examination and have been
designated as conditionally failing the examination
as & whole, under those rules, shall be considered as
having fulfilled the requirement of passing the
Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination
(MPRE).

Amended effective July 27, 1982; May 3, 1985.

ARTICLE XV. DISCIPLINE AND DISBARMENT OF
MEMBERS [VACATED AND REPEALED]

Vacated and repealed, effective April 1, 1990.
Pub. Note: See, now, Supreme Court Rule 19, supra,

ARTICLE XVI. RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Adopted December 18, 1986
Effective January 1, 1987
Table of Rules

CLIENT-LAWYER RELATIONSHIP

Rule

1.1. Competence.

1.2. Scope of Representation.

1.3. Diligence.

14. Communication.

15. Fees.

1.6. Confidentiality of Information.

Conflict of Interest: General Rule.

672

“ema

Conflict of Interest: Prohibited Transactions.
Conflict of Interest: Former Client.

. Imputed Disqualification: General Rule.

. Successive Government and Private Employment.
. Former Judge, Arbitrator or Law Clerk.

. Organization as Client.

. Client under a Disability.

. Safekeeping Property.

. Declining or Terminating Representation,
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Research Note

Use WESTLAW @ {0 find cases citing or applying rules. WESTLAW may
also be used to search for terms in court rules or to update court rules. See
the LA-RULES and LA-ORDERS SCOPE screens for detailed descriptive

information and search tips.

Table of Canons

Canon

1. A Judge Should Uphold the Integrify and Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary.

2. A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appear-
ance of Impropriety in All His Activities.

3. A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His Office
Impartially and Diligently.

Appendix to Canon 8, Guidelines for Extended Media

gvemge of Proceedings in Appellate Courtrooms.

4. A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
}aw, the Legal System, and the Administration of
ustice.

CANON 1
A Judge Should Upholid the Integrity
and Independence of the Judiciary

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
participate in establishing, maintaining, and enforc-
ing, and should himself observe, high standards of
conduet so that the integrity and independence of
the judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
this Code should be construed and applied to further
that objective. As a necessary corollary, the judge
must be protected in the exercise of his judicial
independence.

Canon

5. A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict With His Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-Judi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only Under Re-
strieted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain From Political Activity Inap-
propriate to His Judieial Office,

Compliance With the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 2
A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the
Appearance of Impropriety in
All His Activities

A. A judge should res; and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

B. A judge shouid not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduet
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
imgression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.

DEF00051



5302

Canon 3

CODE _OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

CANON 3
A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His
Office Impartially and Diligently

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities. His judicial duties
include 2l the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(8) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judicial action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, doc-
uments or written communications intended or cal-
culated to influence his action unless the contents
are promptly made known to all parties. Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any member of the public, the particular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose. Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(6) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6) A judge should abstain from public comments
about a pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control. This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(7) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
orr between i

A trial judge may authorize:
(a) the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
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tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for

other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

() the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(ii) the parties bave consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(ii) the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in edueational institu-
tions.

An appellate court may permit broadcasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in acecordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or pane} to (a) contro} the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and () ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Administrative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative responsibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
gerve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware,

4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments should be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selééting competent
persons of good moral character. A judge shppld
avoid appointments which tend to create suspicion
of impropriety. A judge should not approve the
compensation of appointees beyond the fair value of
services rendered. A judge should avoid nepotism.
or ber of the i diate family of a
be employed in the court to which that
“Immediate family” means a

0 3p
judge shall
judge was elected.
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judge’s children, parents, brothers and sisters; the
children and parents of a judge’s spouse; and the
spouses of a judge’s children.

The provisions of this Subsection shall not prohib-
it the continued employment of any employee of a
court employed by such court on or before Decem-
ber 31, 1990, or any employee of a court who
becomes a member of a judge’s immediate family
subsequent to employment; nor shall such provi-
sions be construed to hinder, alter, or in any way
affect promotional advancements for any such em-
ployee. The provisions of this Subsection pertain-
ing to nepotism shall not apply to mayors or justices
of the peace.

C. Recusation. The recusation of judges is gov-
erned by law,

Amended April 28, 1985; Dec. 3, 1990,

APPENDIX TO CaNON 3.

GUIDELINES FOR EXTENDED MEDIA
CoVERAGE OF PROCEEDINGS IN
APPELLATE COURTROOMS

I. As used in these guidelines,

A. “Extended coverage” means any recording
or broadcasting by the news media of court proceed-
ings using television, radio, photographic or record-
ing equipment.

B. “Presiding Judge” means the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the Chief Judge
of a Court of Appeal, or the senior judge of a panel
of which the Chief Justice or Chief Judge is not a
member.

C. “Proceeding” means any hearing, motion, ar-
gument on appeal or other matter held in open court
which the public is entitled to attend.

D. “Party” means a named litigant of record
who has appeared in the case, and includes a party’s
counsel of record.

E. ‘“Media” means legitimate news gathering
and reporting agencies and their representatives.

F. “Court” means an appellate court and in-
cludes the Supreme Court of Louisians and the
Courts of Appeal of the several circuits,

II. All extended media coverage of court pro-
ceedings shall be governed by the principle that the
decorum and dignity of the court, the courtroom
and the judicial process will be maintained at all
times. Resolution of any question of coverage or
procedure not specifically addressed in this section
will be guided by this overriding principle.

I, A. The consent or approval of parties to
extended coverage is not required. Parties may
object to extended coverage by filing a written
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objection stating the reasons therefor with the clerk
of court at least 10 days prior to the date of the
proceedings. Upon objection by a party, or on the
court’s own motion, the presiding judge may prohib-
it or limit extended coverage of a proceeding.

B. Extended coverage shall not be permitted in
any proceeding which by law must or may be held
in private.

C. The decision of the presiding judge on any
question of coverage shall be final and shall not be
subject to review by any other court.

IV. Extended coverage of a proceeding shall not
be permitted unless notice of intention to provide
extended coverage of a proceeding is given by the
media to the clerk of court at least 20 days in
advance of the proceeding, provided that only rea-
sonable notice shall be required for coverage of
expedited proceedings not regularly calendared.

V. Extended coverage of court proceedings may
be provided by news media agencies and their repre-
sentatives. Film, videotape, photographs, and audio
reproduction shall not be used for commercial or
political advertising purposes. Such use of these
materials will be regarded as an unlawful interfer-
ence with the judicial process.

VI. Extended coverage of investitive or ceremo-
nial proceedings at variance with these guidelines
may be authorized by the court.

VIL. When extended coverage is permitted, all
media representatives shall have equally the right
to provide coverage. When extended coverage is to
be provided by more than one media representative,
the media collectively should designate one repre-
sentative to coordinate with the court ail matters
dealing with extended coverage. Any pooling ar-
rangements among the media required by the limi-
tations and restrictions on equipment and personnel
contained in these guidelines shall be the sole re-
sponsibility of the media and must be made in
advance of the court proceedings to be covered.
Judges and court personnel will not mediate any
dispute as to the appropriate media representative
or equipment authorized to cover a particular pro-
ceeding. If pooling arrangements cannot be made
or if there are unresolved media disputes, the pre-
siding judge may deny extended coverage of pro-
coedings.

VIII. A. No more than two portable television
cameras, each operated by no more than one camera
person and positioned as unobtrusively as possible
at locations approved by the court, shall be permit-
ted to be physically in the courtroom. Only tele-
vision equipment which does not produce light or
distracting sound will be permitted. Videotape re-
cording equipment which is not a component part of
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a television camers shall, whenever p
located in an area outside the courtroom.

B. No artificial lighting device of any kind shall
be employed in connection with the television cam-
era. With the approval of the court, modifications
and additions to existing courtroom lighting may be
made provided such modifications or additions are
installed and maintained without public expense,
Multiple video/audio feeds may be permitted but
must be provided by a video/audio distribution sys-
tem, furnished by the media, located outside the
courtroom.

IX. A. No more than one still photographer,
ueing not more than two still cameras with not more
than two lenses for each camera without flash or
other artificial light, shall be permitted to be physi-
cally in the courtroom. Still cameras must not
produce distracting sound and should produce no
greater sound than the Leica M Series Rangefinder
camera. Motorized film advance systems will not
be permitted.

B. The photographer shall position himself in a
place designated by the presiding judge and remain
in that area except when the proceeding is in recess.
Changing of lenses or film will only be done during
a recess.

X. Only one audio system for radio broadcast
purposes will be permitted in the courtroom. Audio
pickup should be made from existing audio systems
in the courtroom whenever possible. If no techni-
cally suitable audio system exists in the courtroom,
microphones and related wiring shall be permitted
but must be unobtrusive and located in places desig-
nated in advance by the presiding judge. Multipie
radio feeds rather than a pooling system may be
permitted but must be provided by an audio distri-
bution system, provided by the media, located out-
gide the courtroom.

XI. When extended media coverage is autho-
rized, individual journalists may bring tape record-
ers into the courtroom and use them to record
proceedings so long as they do not cause any dis-
traction. Journalists using tape recorders may sit
at any place in the audience portion of the court-
room, but must keep their tape recorder on their
person at all times. Changing of fape cassettes
during proceedings is not permitted and should only
be done during a recess.

XII. All camera and audio equipment must be in
position at least 15 minutes before the start of the
proceedings and can only be moved or removed
after the proceedings are over or during a recess.
Television camera persons and still photographers
must remain in their designated area and are not
permitted to move about the courtroom. Television
cameras and radio broadcast equipment, once in
position, may not be moved during the proceedings.

ible, be  Mov
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ient by television and still photographers
should be held to a minimum and in no way should
be distracting or call undue attention to the opera-
tors.

XIII. Camera and audio equipment authorized
by these guidelines shall not be operated during a
recess in a court proceeding. Extended coverage in
the judicial area of a courthouse or other court
facility is limited to proceedings in the courtroom in
the presence of the presiding judge.

X1V, The dignity and decorum of the court must
be maintained at all times during extended media
coverage activities. Court customs, including ap-
propriate dress, must be followed.

XV. The confidentiality of the attorney/client
relationship must be protected. Therefore, there
will be no audio recording, radio, television, or tape-
recording, made or broadcast of any conference
between attorneys and their clients, between co-
counsel of a client, between counsel and the presid-
ing judge when held at the bench, or of proceedings
held in chambers. No parabolic microphones shall
be used.

Added April 28, 1985,

CANON 4
A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve
the Law, the Legal System, and the
Administration of Justice

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his
judicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-
judicial activities, if in doing so he does not cast
doubt or his capacity to decide impartially any issue
that may come before him:

A, He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and par-
ticipate in other activities concerning the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice.

B. He may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and he may otherwise con-
sult with an executive or legislative body or official,
but only on matters concerning the administration
of justice.

C. He may serve as a member, officer, or di-
rector of an organization or governmental agency
devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal
gystem, or the administration of justice. He may
agsist such an organization in raising funds and
may participate in their management and invesp-
ment, but should not personally participate in public
fund raising activities. He may make recommenda-
tions to the public and private fund-granting agen-
cies on projects and programs concerning the law,
the legal system, and the administration of justice.
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CANON 5
A Judge Should Regulate His Extra~
Judicial Activities to Minimize the Risk of
Conflict with His Judicial Duties

A. Avocational Activities. A judge may write,
fecture, teach, and speak on non-legal subjects, and
engage in the arts, sports, and other social and
recreational activities, if such avocational activities
do not detract from the dignity of his office or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.

B. Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge
may participate in civic and charitable activities that
do not reflect adversely upon his impartiality or
interfere with the performance of his judicial duties.
A judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee,
or non-legal advisor of an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic organization not con-
ducted for the economic or political advantage of its
members, subject to the following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings that
would ordinarily come before him or will be regular-
ly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any edu-
cational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civil or-
ganization, or use or permit the use of the prestige
of his office for that purpose, but he may be listed
as an officer, director, or trustee of such an orga-
nization. He should not be a fund raising speaker
or the guest of honor at an organization’s fund
raising events, but he may attend such events.

C. Financial Activities.

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and
business dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
his impartiality, interfere with the proper perform-
ance of his judicial duties, exploit his judicial posi-
tion, or involve him in frequent transactions with
lawyers or persons likely to come before the court
on which he serves.

(2) Subject to the requirement of subsection (1), a
judge may hold and manage investments, including
real estate, and engage in other remunerative activi-
ty but should not serve as an officer, director,
nanager, or employee of any bank, lending institu-
ion, homestead or savings and loan association,
nsurance company, public utility, and other busi-
resses affected with a public interest.

(8) A judge should manage his investments and
ther financial interests to minimize the number of
ases in which he is disqualified. As soon as he can
0 so without serious financial detriment, he should
ivest himself of investments and other financial
iterests that might require frequent recusation.

(4) A judge or a member of his family residing in
is household should not accept any gifts or favors
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which might reasonably appear as designed to af-
fect his judgment or influence his official conduct.

(5) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in
financial dealings or for any other purpose not
related to his judicial duties.

D. Arbitration. A judge should not act as an
arbitrator or mediator.

E. Extra-Judicial Appointments. A judge
should not accept appointment to a governmental
committee, commission, or other position that is
concerned with issues of fact or policy on matters
other than the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice. A judge,
however, may represent his country, state, or locali-
ty on ceremonial occasions or in comnection with
historical, educational, and cultural activities.

CANON 6
A Judge Shouid Accept Compensation
for Quasi-Judicial and Extra-Judiclal
Actlvities Only Under
Restricted Circumstances

A judge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extra-
judicial activities permitted by this Code, if the
source of such payments does not give the appear-
ance of influencing the judge in his judicial duties or
otherwise give the appearance of impropriety, sub-
ject to the following restrictions:

A. Compensation. Compensation should not ex-
ceed a reasonable amount nor should it exceed what
a person who is not a judge would receive for the
same activity.

B. Expense Reimbursement, Expense reim-
bursement should be limited to the actual cost of
travel, food, and lodging reasonably incurred by the
judge and, where appropriate to the occasion, by his
spouse. Any payment in excess of such an amount
is compensation.

CANON 7
A Judge Should Refrain From Political
Activity Inappropriate
to His Judicial Office
A, Political Conduct in General.
(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial
office should not:
(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;
(b) make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for
public office;
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{c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political organization or
candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase
tickets for political party dinners, or other func-
tions, except as authorized in subsection A(2);
(2) A judge holding an office filled by public

election between competing candidates, or a candi-
date for such office, may, only insofar as permitted
by law, attend political gatherings, speak to such
gatherings on his own behalf when he is a candidate
for election or re-election, identify himself as a
member of a political party, and contribute to a
political party or organization.

(8) A judge should resign his office when he
becomes a candidate either in a party primary or in
a general election for a non-judicial office, except
that he may continue to hold his judicial office while
being a candidate for election to or serving as a
delegate in a state constitutional convention, if he is
otherwise permitted by law to do so.

{(4) A judge should not engage in any other politi-
cal activity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration of
justice.

B. Campaign Conduct. A candidate, including
an incumbent judge, for a judicial office that is
filled either by public election between competing
candidates or on the basis of a merit system elec-
tion:

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to ju-
dicial office, and should encourage members of his
family to adhere to the same standards of political
conduct that apply to him;

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees
subject to his direction or control from doing for
him what he is prohibited from doing under this
Canon; and he should not allow any other person to
do for him what he is prohibited from doing under
this Canon;

{c) should not make pledges or promises of con-
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial
performance of the duties of the office; announce
his views on disputed legal or political issues; or
misrepresent his identity, qualifications, present po-
sition, or other fact.

Amended June 28, 1983,

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an
officer of a court of record performing judicial
functions, including an officer such as a judge ad
hoe, referee, special master, court commissioner, or
magistrate, and anyone who is a justice of the
peace, is a2 judge for the purpose of this Code. All
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judges should comply with this Code except as
provided below.

A. Part-Time Judge. A part-time judge is a
judge who serves on a continuing or periodic basis,
but is permitted by law to devote time to some other
profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a full-time judge.

A part-time judge:

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5C(2),
&D, and 5E;

(2) should not practice law in the court on which
he serves or in any court subject to the appellate
jurisdiction of the court on which he serves, or act
as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served
as a judge or in any other proceeding related there-
to.

B. Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro tempore
is a person who is appointed to act temporarily as a
judge.

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is
not required to comply with Canon 5C(2), 5C(3), 5D,
and 5E.

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore
should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which
he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding
related thereto.

C. Retired Judge, A retired judge is not gov-
erned by the provisions of this Code, except when
he is sitting by assignment and then he shall be
subject to the rules applicable to a judge pro tem-
pore.

Amended Oct. 29, 1882,

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ETHICS

To the end that these canons may be properly
interpreted, and in order to provide a forum to
receive inquiries from members of the judiciary
related to the interpretation of these canons, the
Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics is
hereby created. The function of this Committee
shall be limited to the issuance of advisory opinions
on its own motion or in response to inquiries from
any judge insofar as these canons may affect him.

The Committee shall consist of nine members, as
follows:

(8) The Chief Justice and one other member of
the Supreme Court;

(») The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges and one other Court of Appeal
Judge;

(¢} The President of the District Judges Associa-
tion and one other District Judge;

(d) The President of the City Judges Association;

(e) The Judicial Administrator; and
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(f) The President of the Louisiana State Bar As-
sociation.

The bers of said G ittee shall be selected
and appointed in the following manner and for the
terms indicated:

(a) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
always be a member and shall be chairman during
his term of office ds Chief Justice;

(b) The Supreme Court shall select an Associate
Justice who shall serve for a term of two years;

(e) The Conference of Court of Appeal Judges
shall select one member to serve on the Committee
for two years;

(d) The District Judges Association shall select
one member to serve on the Committee for two
years;

(e) The Chairman of the Conference of Court of
Appeal Judges, the President of the District Judges
Association, the President of the City Judges Asso-
ciation, the Judicizl Administrator, and the Presi-
dent of the Louisiana State Bar Association shall, ex
officio, be bers of the G ittee and shall
serve during their respective terms of office.

The Judicial Administrator shall be Secretary of
the Committee. The Committee shall make its own
rules and select members to serve in such other
offices as it creates.

The Committee shall act upon all inquiries as
promptly as the nature of the case requires.
Amended Oct. 31, 1975, effective Jan. 1, 1976.
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Table of Canons

Canon
L A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity and Indepen-
dence of the Judiciary.

2 A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the Appear-

ance of Impropriety in All His Activities,
3 A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His Office
. Impartially and Diligently.
Appendix to Canon 3. Guidelines for Extended Media
Coverage of Proceedings in Appeliate Courtrooms.
‘4 A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the
%aw, the Legal System, and the Administration of
ustice.

CANON 1
A Judge Should Uphold the Integrity
and Independence of the Judiciary

An independent and honorable judiciary is indis-
¢pensable to justice in our society. A judge should
iparticipate in establishing, maintaining, and enforc-
ihg, and should himself observe, high standards of
ionduct so that the integrity and independence of
Lthe judiciary may be preserved. The provisions of
i$his Code should be construed and applied to further
i_“lat objective, As 2 necessary corollary, the judge
imust be protected in the exercise of his judicial
tdependence.

Canon

5. A Judge Should Regulate His Extra-Judicial Activities
to Minimize the Risk of Conflict With His Judicial
Duties.

6. A Judge Should Accept Compensation for Quasi-Judi-
cial and Extra-Judicial Activities Only Under Re-
stricted Circumstances.

7. A Judge Should Refrain From Political Activity Inap-
propriate to His Judicial Office.

Compliance With the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Committee on Judicial Ethics.

CANON 2
A Judge Should Avoid Impropriety and the
Appearance of Impropriety in
All His Activities

A. A judge should respect and comply with the
law and should conduct himself at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the in-
tegrity and impartiality of the judiciary,

B. A judge should not allow his family, social, or
other relationships to influence his judicial conduct
or judgment. He should not lend the prestige of his
office to advance the private interest of others; nor
should he convey or permit others to convey the
impression that they are in a special position to
influence him. He should not testify voluntarily as
a character witness.
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CANON 3
A Judge Should Perform the Duties of His
Office Impartially and Diligently

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence
over all his other activities, His judicial duties
include all the duties of his office prescribed by law.
In the performance of these duties, the following
standards apply:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and
maintain professional competence in it. He should
be unswayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or
fear of criticism.

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in
proceedings before him.

(8) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and
others with whom he deals in his official capacity,
and should require similar conduct of lawyers, and
of his staff, court officials, and others subject to his
direction and control.

(4) Except as permitted by law, a judge should
not permit private or ex parte interviews, argu-
ments or communications designed to influence his
judiclal action in any case, either civil or criminal.
A judge should not accept in any case briefs, docu-
ments or written communications intended or caleu-
lated to influence his action unless the contents are
promptly made known to all parties, Judges of
appellate courts should also avoid all actions or
language which might indicate to counsel, litigants
or any member of the public, the patticular member
of the court to whom a case is allotted or assigned
for any purpose, Similar circumspection should be
exacted on the part of court officers, clerks and
secretaries.

(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

(6} A judge should abstain from public comments
about & pending or impending proceeding in any
court, and should require similar abstention on the
part of court personnel subject to his direction and
control, This subsection does not prohibit judges
from making public statements in the course of
their official duties or from explaining for public
information the procedures of the court.

(T) Except as herein provided a judge should pro-
hibit broadeasting, televising, recording, or taking
photographs in the courtroom and areas immediate-
ly adjacent thereto at least during sessions of court
orr between jons.

A trial judge may authorize:
() the use of electronic or photographic means
for the presentation of evidence, for the perpetua-
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tion of a record for the court or for counsel, or for
other purposes of judicial administration;

(b) the broadcasting, televising, recording or
photographing of investitive or ceremonial pro-
ceedings;

(c) the photographic or electronic recording and
reproduction of appropriate court proceedings un-
der the following conditions:

(i) the means of recording will not distract
participants or impair the dignity of the pro-
ceedings;

(i) the parties have consented, and the con-
sent to being depicted or recorded has been
obtained from each witness appearing in the
recording and reproduction;

(i) the reproduction will not be exhibited un-
til after the proceeding has been concluded and
all direct appeals have been exhausted; and

(iv) the reproduction will be exhibited only
for instructional purposes in educational institu-
tions,

An appellate court may permit broadeasting, tele-
vising, recording, and taking photographs of public
judicial proceedings in the courtrooms of appellate
courts in accordance with the guidelines set forth in
an appendix to this Canon, subject, however, to the
authority of each court and the presiding judge of
each court or panel to (a) control the conduct of
proceedings before the court, (b) ensure decorum
and prevent distractions, and (c) ensure the fair
administration of justice in the pending cause.

B. Administrative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his admin-
istrative responsibilities, maintain professional com-
petence in judicial administration, and facilitate the
performance of the administrative respongibilities of
other judges and court officials.

(2) A judge should require his staff and court
officials subject to his direction and control to ob-
serve the standards of fidelity and diligence that
apply to him.

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate
disciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer for
unprofessional conduct of which the judge may be-
come aware.

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. All appointments shouold be made on an
impartial basis, with a view of selecting competent
persons of good moral character. A judge should
avoid appointments which tend to create suspicion
of impropriety. A judge should not approve the
compensation of appointees beyond the fair value of
services rendered. - A judge should avoid nepotism.
No spouse or member of the immedia