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CommirTEE RULES OF PrOCEDURE OF THE 103RD CONGRESS
ADOPTED JANUARY 7, 1993

Rule I--General Provisions

The Rules of the House are the rules of the committee and sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that a motion to recess
from day to day is a motion of high privilege in committees and
subcommittees. Each subcommittee of the committee is a part of
the committee, and is subject to the authority and direction of the
committee and to its rules so far as applicable.

Rule II—Meelings

{(a) The regular meeting day for the full committee shall be at 10
a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month, and at such other times
and in such places as the chairman may designate; however, a reg-
ular Tuesday meeting of the committee may be dispensed with by
the chairman.

(b) The chairman may call and convene, as he considers neces-
sary, additional meetings of the committee for the consideration of
any bill or resolution pending before the committee or for the con-
duct of other committee business. The committee shall meet for
such purpose pursuant to the call of the chairman.

(c)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, of the committee or each subcommittee
thereto shall be open to the public except when the committee or
subcommittee, in open session and with a quorum present, deter-
mines by roll call vote that all or part of the remainder of the
meeting on that day shall be closed to the public: Provided,
however, That no person other than members of the committee and
such congressional staff and such departmental representatives as
they may authorize shall be present at any business or markup ses-
sion which has been closed to the public. This paragraph does not
apply to subparagraph (2) of this paragraph, or to any meeting that
relates solely to internal budget or personnel matters.

(2) Each hearing conducted by the committee or each subcommit-
tee thereof shall be open to the public except when the committee
or subcommittee, in open session and with a quorum present, deter-
mines by roll call vote that all or part of the remainder of that
hearing on that day shall be closed to the public because disclosure
of testimony, evidence, or other matters to be considered would en-
danger the national security or would violate any law or rule of the
House of Representatives: Provided, however, That the committee
or subcommittee may by the same procedure vote to close one sub-
sequent day of hearing.
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Rule III—Records and Rollcalls

(a) There shall be kept in writing a record of the proceedings of
the committee and of each subcommittee, including a record of the
votes on any question on which a roll call is demanded. The result
of each such roll call vote shall be made available by the commit-
tee for inspection by the public at reasonable times in the offices of
the committee. Information so available for public inspection shall
include a description of the amendment, motion, order or other
proposition and the name of each member voting for and each
member voting against such amendment, motion, order, or proposi-
tion, and the names of those members present but not voting. A
record vote may be demanded by one-fifth of the members present
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by any one member. With
respect to each record vote by the committee to report any bill or
resolution, the total number of votes cast for and the total number
of votes cast against the reporting of such bill or such resolution
shall be included in the committee report.

(b) The records of the committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule XXXVI of the Rules of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The chairman shall notify the ranking minority
member of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of
the rule, to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the committee for a determination on the
written request of any member of the committee.

Rule IV—Quorums

A majority of the members of the committee shall constitute a
quorum of the committee for business and a majority of the mem-
bers of any subcommittee shall constitute a quorum thereof for
business: Provided, That any two members shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of taking testimony and receiving evidence.

Rule V-—Hearing Procedures

(a) The chairman, in the case of hearings to be conducted by the
committee, and the appropriate subcommittee chairman, in the
case of hearings to be conducted by a subcommittee, shall make
public announcement of the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing to be conducted on any measure or matter at least one
week before the commencement of that hearing unless the commit-
tee determines that there is good cause to begin such hearing at an
earlier date. In the latter event, the chairman or the subcommittee
chairman, whichever the case may be, shall make such public an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date. The clerk of the commit-
tee shall promptly notify the Daily Clerk of the Congressional
Rec&)rd as soon as possible after such public announcement is
made.

(b) So far as practicable, each witness who is to appear before the
committee or a subcommittee shall file with the clerk of the com-
mittee, at least 48 hours in advance of his or her appearance, a
written statement of his or her proposed testimony and shall limit
his or her oral presentation to a summary of the statement.
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(c) When any hearing is conducted by the committee or any sub-
committee upon any measure or matter, the minority party mem-
bers on the committee shall be entitled, upon request to the chair-
man of a majority of those minority members before the comple-
tion of such hearing, to call such witnesses selected by the minority
to testify with respect to that measure or matter during at least
one day of hearing thereon.

(d) All other members of the committee may have the privilege
of sitting with any subcommittee during its hearing or delibera-
tions and may participate in such hearings or deliberations but no
such member who is not a member of the subcommittee shall vote
on any matter before such subcommittee.

(e) Committee members may question witnesses only when they
have been recognized by the chairman for that purpose, and only
for a 5-minute period until all members present have had an oppor-
tunity to question a witness. The 5-minute period for questioning a
witness by any one member can be extended only with the unani-
mous consent of all members present. The questioning of witnesses
in both full and subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by the
chairman, followed by the ranking minority party member and all
other members alternating between the majority and minority. In
recognizing members to question witnesses in this fashion, the
chairman shall take into consideration the ratio of the majority to
minority members present and shall establish the order of recogni-
tion for questioning in such a manner as not to disadvantage the
members of the majority.

Rule VI—Oversight

(a) In order to assist the House in:

(1) Its analysis, appraisal, evaluation of (A) the application,
administration, execution, and effectiveness of the laws en-
acted by the Congress, or (B) conditions and circumstances
which may indicate the necessity or desirability of enacting
.new or additional legislation, and

(2) its formulation, consideration and enactment of such
modifications or changes in those laws, and of such additional
legislation, as may be necessary or appropriate, the various
subcommittees, consistent with their jurisdiction as set forth in
Rule VIII, shall have oversight responsibilities as provided in
paragraph (b).

(b) Each subcommittee shall review and study, on a continuing
basis, the applications, administration, execution, and effectiveness
of those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of which is
within the jurisdiction of that subcommittee, and the organization
and operation of the Federal agencies and entities having responsi-
bilities in or for the administration and execution thereof, in order
to determine whether such laws and the programs thereunder are
being implemented and carried out in accordance with the intent
of the Congress and whether such programs should be continued,
curtailed, or eliminated.

In addition, each such subcommittee shall review and study any
conditions or circumstances which may indicate the necessity or de-
sirability of enacting new or additional legislation within the juris-
diction of that subcommittee (whether or not any bill or resolution
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has been introduced with respect thereto), and shall on a continu-
ing basis undertake future research and forecasting on matters
within the jurisdiction of that subcommittee.

(c) Each subcommittee shall review and study on a continuing
basis the impact or probable impact of tax policies affecting sub-
jects within its jurisdictions.

Rule VII—Broadcasting of Committee Hearings

Broadcasting, either by radio or TV of all open committee hear-
ings and meetings shall be permitted when, in the judgment of the
chairman, in consultation with the ranking minority member, such
action is warranted. Photographs shall be permitted during hear-
ix_lgs of the full committee and subcommittees as the chairman de-
cides.

All coverage shall be subject to the following provisions:

(1) If the television or radio coverage of the hearing or meet-
ing is to be presented to the public as live coverage, that cover-
age shall be conducted and presented without commercial
sponsorship.

(2) No witness served with a subpoena by the committee
shall be required against his or her will to be photographed at
any hearing or to give evidence or testimony while the broad-
casting of that hearing, by radio or television, is being conduct-
ed. At the request of any such witness who does not wish to be
subjected to radio, television or still photography coverage, all
lenses shall be covered and all microphones used for coverage
turned off,

(3) Not more than four television cameras, operating from
fixed positions, shall be permitted in a hearing or meeting
room. The allocation among the television media of the posi-
tions of the number of television cameras permitted in a hear-
ing or meeting room shall be in accordance with fair and equi-
table procedures devised by the Executive Committee of the
Radio and Television Correspondents’ Galleries.

(4) Television cameras shall be placed so as not to obstruct in
any way the space between any witness giving evidence or tes-
timony and any member of the committee or the visibility of
that witness and that member to each other.

(5) Television cameras shall not be placed in positions which
obstruct unnecessarily the coverage of the hearing or meeting
by other media.

(6) Equipment necessary for coverage by the television and
radio media shall not be installed in, or removed from, the
hearing or meeting room while the committee is in session.

(7) Floodlights, spotlights, strobelights, and flashguns shall
not be used in providing any r-ethod of coverage of the hearing
or meeting, except that the television media may install addi-
tional lighting in the hearing or meeting room, without cost to
the Government, in order to raise the ambient lighting level in
the hearing or meeting room to the lowest level necessary to
provide adequate television coverage of the hearing or meeting
at the then current state of the art of television coverage.

(8) Not more than five press photographers shall be permit-
ted to cover a hearing or meeting by still photography. In the
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selection of these photographers, preference shall be given to
photographers from Associated Press Photos and United Press
International Newspictures. If request is made by more than
five of the media for coverage of the hearing or meeting by
still photography, that coverage shall be made on the basis of a
fair and equitable pool arrangement devised by the Standing
Committee of Press Photographers.

(9) Photographers shall not place themselves in positions
which obstruct the view between members of the committee
and the witness table.

(10) Photographers shall not place themselves in positions
which obstruct unnecessarily the coverage of the hearing by
the other media.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media shall be then currently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by still photography shall
be then currently accredited to the Press Photographers’ Gal-
lery.

(13) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media and by still photography shall conduct themselves and
their coverage activities in an orderly and unobtrusive
manner.

Rule VIII—Number and Jurisdiction of Subcommittees

(a) There shall be five standing subcommittees as follows: Hospi-
tals and Health Care; Compensation, Pension and Insurance; Over-
sight and Investigations; Education, Training and Employment;
and Housing and Memorial Affairs. All proposed legislation and
other matters related to the subcommittees listed under standing
subcommittees named below shall be referred to such subcommit-
tees, respectively.

Hospitals and Health Care: Veterans’ hospitals, medical care,
and treatment of veterans.

Compensation, Pension and Insurance: Compensation, pensions
of all the wars of the United States, general and special, and life
insurance issued by the Government on account of service in the
Armed Forces. :

Oversight and Investigations: Investigative authority over mat-
ters that are referred to the subcommittee by the chairman of the
full committee for investigation and appropriate recommendations.

Education, Training and Employment: Education of veterans,
yocalt}onal rehabilitation, and readjustment of servicemen to civil-
ian life.

Housing and Memorial Affairs: Veterans' housing programs, and
cemeteries of the United States in which veterans of any war or
conflict are or may be buried, whether in the United States or
abroad, except cemeteries administered by the Secretary of the In-
terior, and burial benefits.

(b) The chairman shall serve as ex-officio member of all subcom-
mittees and shall have the right to vote on all matters before the
subcommittee.



6

Rule IX—Powers and Duttes of Subcommittees

(a) Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, re-
ceive evidence, and report to the full committee on all matters re-
ferred to it or under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee chairmen shall
set dates for hearings and meetings of their respective subcommit-
tees after consultation with the chairman and other subcommittee
chairmen with a view toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of
full committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings wherever
possible.

(b) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a bill, resolution, or
other matter to be reported to the committee, the chairman of the
subcommittee reporting the bill, resolution, or matter to the full
committee, or any member authorized by the subcommittee to do
so, may report such bill, resolution, or matter to the committee. It
shall be the duty of the chairman of the subcommittee to report or
cause to be reported promptly such bill, resolution, or matter, and
to take or cause to be taken the necessary steps to bring such bilil,
resolution, or matter to a vote.

(¢) In any event, the report of any subcommittee on a measure
which has been approved by the subcommittee shall be filed within
seven calendar days (exclusive of days on which the House is not in
session) after the day on which there has been filed with the clerk
of the committee a written request, signed by a majority of the
members of the subcommittee, for the reporting of that measure.
Upon the filing of any request, the clerk of the committee shall
transmit immediately to the chairman of the subcommittee notice
of the filing of that request.
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