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INTRODUCTION

Child care is an issue of significant public interest for several
reasons. The dramatic increase in the labor force participation of
mothers is the most important factor affecting the demand for child
care in the last quarter century. Currently, in a majority of Amer-
ican families with children—even those with very young children—
the mother is in the paid labor force. Similarly, an increasingly sig-
nificant trend affecting the demand for child care is the proportion
of mothers who are the sole or primary financial supporters of their
children, either because of divorce or because they never married.
In addition, child care has been a significant issue in recent de-
bates over how to move welfare recipients toward employment and
self-sufficiency; some observers have argued that some mothers on
welfare are not entering the labor force because of child care prob-
lems. Finally, the impact of child care on the children themselves
is an issue of considerable interest, with ongoing discussion of
whether low-income children benefit from participation in pro-
grams with an early childhood development focus.

Concerns that child care may be in short supply, not of good
enough quality, or too expensive for many families escalated during
the late 1980s into a national debate over the nature and extent
of the Nation’s child care problems and what, if any, Federal inter-
ventions would be appropriate. The debate culminated in the enact-
ment of legislation in 1990 that expanded Federal support for child
care by establishing two new State child care grant programs. The
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programs—the Child Care and Development Block Grant and the
At-Risk Child Care Program—were enacted as part of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–508). These pro-
grams were preceded by enactment of a major welfare reform ini-
tiative, the Family Support Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–485),
which authorized expanded child care assistance for welfare fami-
lies and families leaving welfare. Most recently, these programs
were consolidated into an expanded Child Care and Development
Block Grant, which will provide increased Federal funding and will
serve both low-income working families and families attempting to
transition off welfare through work. This child care consolidation
and expansion was enacted in 1996 as a component of welfare re-
form legislation (Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act, Public Law 104–193).

This chapter provides background information on the major indi-
cators of the demand for and supply of child care, and a summary
description of the major Federal programs that fund child care
services.

EMPLOYMENT AND MARITAL STATUS OF MOTHERS

The dramatic increase in the labor force participation of mothers
is commonly regarded as the most significant factor fueling the in-
creased demand for child care services. A person is defined as par-
ticipating in the labor force if she is working or seeking work. As
shown in table 9–1, in 1947, just following World War II, slightly
over one-fourth of all mothers with children between the ages of 6
and 17 were in the labor force. By contrast, in 1996, three-quarters
of such mothers were labor force participants. The increased labor
force participation of mothers with younger children has also been
dramatic. In 1947, it was unusual to find mothers with a preschool-
age child in the labor force—only about 12 percent of mothers with
children under the age of 6 were in the labor force. But in 1996,
over 62 percent of mothers with preschool-age children were in the
labor force, a rate more than 5 times higher than in 1947. Women
with infant children have become increasingly engaged in the labor
market as well. Today, over half of all mothers whose youngest
child is under age 2 are in the labor market, while in 1975 less
than one-third of all such mothers were labor force participants.

The rise in the number of female-headed families has also con-
tributed to increased demand for child care services. Single moth-
ers maintain a greater share of all families with children today
than in the past. Census data show that in 1970 less than 11 per-
cent of families with children were headed by a single mother, com-
pared with almost 18 percent of families with children in 1996.
Perhaps the most telling statistic about female-headed families is
that while the number of 2-parent families with children increased
by 20 percent between 1970 and 1996, female-headed families with
children exploded by 127 percent, to 12.5 million families in 1996.
These families headed by mothers were a major source of growth
in the demand for child care.

Mothers’ attachment to the labor force differs depending on the
age of their youngest child and marital status, as tables 9–2 and
9–3 show. Table 9–2 exhibits the labor force participation rates of
various demographic groups of mothers with youngest child over or



661

under age 6. The table provides graphic evidence of the exploding
rate of working mothers, especially working mothers with preschool
children.

TABLE 9–1.—LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF WOMEN, BY PRESENCE AND AGE
OF YOUNGEST CHILD, SELECTED YEARS, 1947–96

No chil-
dren

under 18

With children under age 18

Total Age 6–
17 only

Under age 6

Total Under 3 Under 2

April 1947 ......................... 29.8 18.6 27.3 12.0 NA NA
April 1950 ......................... 31.4 21.6 32.8 13.6 NA NA
April 1955 ......................... 33.9 27.0 38.4 18.2 NA NA
March 1960 ...................... 35.0 30.4 42.5 20.2 NA NA
March 1965 ...................... 36.5 35.0 45.7 25.3 21.4 NA
March 1970 ...................... 42.8 42.4 51.6 32.2 27.3 NA
March 1975 ...................... 45.1 47.3 54.8 38.8 34.1 31.5
March 1980 ...................... 48.1 56.6 64.3 46.8 41.9 39.2
March 1985 ...................... 50.4 62.1 69.9 53.5 49.5 48.0
March 1986 ...................... 50.5 62.8 70.4 54.4 50.8 49.2
March 1987 ...................... 50.5 64.7 72.0 56.7 52.9 51.9
March 1988 ...................... 51.2 65.0 73.3 56.1 52.5 50.8
March 1989 ...................... 51.9 65.7 74.2 56.7 52.4 51.7
March 1990 ...................... 52.3 66.7 74.7 58.2 53.6 52.1
March 1991 ...................... 52.0 66.6 74.4 58.4 54.5 53.8
March 1992 ...................... 52.3 67.2 75.9 58.0 54.5 54.3
March 1993 ...................... 52.1 66.9 75.4 57.9 53.9 54.2
March 1994 ...................... 53.1 68.4 76.0 60.3 57.1 1 56.7
March 1995 ...................... 52.9 69.7 76.4 62.3 58.7 1 57.9
March 1996 ...................... 53.0 70.2 77.2 62.3 59.0 57.9

1 Includes mothers in the Armed Forces.

NA—Not available.

Note.—Data for 1994 and beyond are not directly comparable with data for 1993 and earlier years
because of introduction of a major redesign in the Current Population Survey (household survey) question-
naire and collection methodology and the introduction of 1990 census-based population controls, adjusted
for the estimated undercount. For additional information, see ‘‘Revisions in the Current Population Survey
Effective January 1994’’ in the February 1994 issue of Employment and Earnings.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Table 9–3 provides a detailed breakdown of the labor force par-
ticipation of women for March 1996 by marital status and the age
of the youngest child. Among those with children under 18, di-
vorced women have the highest labor force participation rates, fol-
lowed by married and separated women. Widowed and never-
married women have lower labor force participation rates.

As table 9–3 illustrates, no matter what the marital status of the
woman, labor force participation rates tend to increase as the age
of the youngest child increases. Among all women with children
under 18, 59 percent of those with a child under 3 participate, 67
percent of those whose youngest child is between 3 and 5 partici-
pate, and 79 percent of those whose youngest child is between 14
and 17 participate.
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TABLE 9–3.—LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF WOMEN WITH CHILDREN UNDER
18, BY MARITAL STATUS AND AGE OF YOUNGEST CHILD, MARCH 1996

Marital status

Age of youngest child

Under
3

Under
6

Under
18 3–5 6–13 6–17 14–

17

Married, spouse present .............. 60.5 62.7 70 66 76 76.7 78.4
Divorced ........................................ 67.1 76.5 83.2 81.4 84.8 85.5 86.9
Separated ..................................... 62.1 63.1 68.8 64 73.2 73.3 73.5
Widowed ....................................... 33.1 48.3 63.3 55.8 64.5 65.9 67.6
Never married ............................... 50.3 55.1 60.5 64.1 71.7 71.8 72.4

All women with children
under 18 ......................... 59 62.3 70.2 66.9 76.6 77.2 78.9

Note.—Labor force participation rates include nonworking mothers who are actively looking for work.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

While there has been a substantial increase in the proportion of
mothers in the labor force, the data can be misleading. Although
70 percent of mothers participated in the labor force in 1996, table
9–4 shows almost 48 percent worked full time and 19 percent
worked part time (less than 35 hours per week). Thirty-nine per-
cent of mothers with children under age 6 worked full time, and
19 percent worked part time.

TABLE 9–4.—PERCENT OF MOTHERS BY FULL- OR PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT STATUS,
MARCH 1996 1

Marital status With children
under 18

With children
under 6

Married, spouse present:
Employed full time ............................................. 46.3 39.4
Employed part time ........................................... 21.3 20.9

Divorced:
Employed full time ............................................. 66.2 56.5
Employed part time ........................................... 12.6 12.9

Never married:
Employed full time ............................................. 35.5 28.8
Employed part time ........................................... 13.8 15.1

All mothers:
Employed full time .................................... 47.5 39.0
Employed part time .................................. 19.0 19.1

1 Full-time workers work 35 hours or more per week.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

As table 9–4 demonstrates, how much mothers work differs ac-
cording to their marital status and the age of their children. Forty-
six percent of married women with children worked full time; thus,
over 50 percent either didn’t work at all or worked part time. Some
66 percent of all divorced mothers worked full time; almost 57 per-
cent of divorced mothers with children under 6 worked full time.
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Almost 36 percent of never-married mothers worked full time, and
14 percent worked part time.

CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS USED BY WORKING
MOTHERS

Data are collected periodically by the Census Bureau on the
types of child care arrangements used by families with working
mothers. Because the interview questions obtain information about
both paid and unpaid substitute care used while the mother works,
it provides information on categories of care that generally are not
considered child care, such as care provided by the father and
school attendance. Further, the survey does not gather information
on the child care arrangements used by the family while the father
works. Though information is collected on the arrangements of
families in which there is only a father present, it is considered too
negligible to report.

The most recent Census Bureau statistics on child care arrange-
ments are based on data collected by the Survey of Income and
Program Participation (SIPP) for the fall of 1994. These data indi-
cate that the types of child care arrangements used by families
while the mother works vary depending on the age of the child, as
well as the mother’s work schedule, marital status, and family in-
come. Table 9–5 shows the distribution of primary child care ar-
rangements provided for preschoolers (children under age 5), by
marital status and mother’s work schedule. ‘‘Primary’’ child care
arrangement refers to the arrangement used most frequently dur-
ing a typical work week.

TABLE 9–5.—PRIMARY CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 WITH AN
EMPLOYED MOTHER, BY MARITAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE MOTHER, FALL
1994

[In percent]

Type of arrangement

Mothers with children under 5 years

Total Employed full
time

Employed part
time

All Marital Statuses

Care in child’s home:
By grandparent .................................. 5.9 5.1 7.2
By other relative ................................ 3.5 2.9 4.4
By nonrelative .................................... 5.1 4.8 5.6

Total .......................................... 14.5 12.8 17.2

Care in another home:
By grandparent .................................. 10.4 10.5 10.1
By other relative ................................ 5.5 6.7 3.2
By nonrelative 1 ................................. 15.4 18.2 10.3

Total .......................................... 31.3 35.4 23.6

Organized child care facilities:
Day/group care center ....................... 21.6 25.0 15.2
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TABLE 9–5.—PRIMARY CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 WITH AN
EMPLOYED MOTHER, BY MARITAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE MOTHER, FALL
1994—Continued

[In percent]

Type of arrangement

Mothers with children under 5 years

Total Employed full
time

Employed part
time

Nursery school/preschool ................... 7.8 8.5 6.4
Kindergarten/grade school ................ 0.9 0.8 0.9
School-based activity ........................ 0.2 0.2 0.1

Total .......................................... 30.5 34.5 22.6

Parental care:
By father ............................................ 18.4 13.3 28.1
By mother at work 2 .......................... 5.5 3.9 8.5
Child cares for self ........................... .................... .................... ....................

Total .......................................... 23.9 17.2 36.6

Total children of employed
mothers (in thousands) ....... 10,329 6,732 3,597

Married, Husband Present

Care in child’s home:
By grandparent .................................. 3.4 3.1 3.9
By other relative ................................ 2.5 2.1 3.3
By nonrelative .................................... 5.6 5.5 5.8

Total .......................................... 11.5 10.7 13.0

Care in another home:
By grandparent .................................. 10.1 10.7 9.1
By other relative ................................ 4.0 4.8 2.6
By nonrelative 1 ................................. 15.7 19.0 9.8

Total .......................................... 29.8 34.5 21.5

Organized child care facilities:
Day/group care center ....................... 20.7 24.6 13.7
Nursery school/preschool ................... 8.3 9.0 6.9
Kindergarten/grade school ................ 0.8 0.8 0.8
School-based activity ........................ 0.2 0.3 0.1

Total .......................................... 30.0 34.7 21.5

Parental care:
By father ............................................ 22.3 15.9 33.7
By mother at work 2 .......................... 6.3 4.1 10.3
Child cares for self ........................... .................... .................... ....................

Total .......................................... 28.6 20.0 44.0
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TABLE 9–5.—PRIMARY CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 WITH AN
EMPLOYED MOTHER, BY MARITAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE MOTHER, FALL
1994—Continued

[In percent]

Type of arrangement

Mothers with children under 5 years

Total Employed full
time

Employed part
time

Total children of employed
mothers (in thousands) ....... 7,961 5,105 2,856

All Other Marital Statuses 3

Care in child’s home:
By grandparent .................................. 14.2 11.4 20.3
By other relative ................................ 6.5 5.4 8.9
By nonrelative .................................... 3.4 2.8 4.8

Total .......................................... 24.1 19.6 34.0

Care in another home:
By grandparent .................................. 11.2 10.0 14.0
By other relative ................................ 10.5 12.7 5.4
By nonrelative 1 ................................. 14.6 15.7 12.3

Total .......................................... 36.3 38.4 31.7

Organized child care facilities:
Day/group care center ....................... 24.3 26.0 20.6
Nursery school/preschool ................... 6.2 6.9 4.5
Kindergarten/grade school ................ 1.1 0.9 1.3
School-based activity ........................ 0.1 0.1 ....................

Total .......................................... 31.7 33.9 26.4

Parental care:
By father ............................................ 5.4 5.0 6.3
By mother at work 2 .......................... 2.5 3.0 1.5
Child cares for self ........................... .................... .................... ....................

Total .......................................... 7.9 8.0 7.8

Total children of employed
mothers (in thousands) ....... 2,368 1,627 741

1 Care in another’s home by a nonrelative is known as ‘‘family day care.’’
2 Includes women working at home or away from home.
3 Includes married, husband absent (including separated), widowed, divorced, and never-married

women.

Source: Survey of Income and Program Participation, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Com-
merce.
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Families of preschoolers with working mothers rely more on care
provided in an organized child care facility (30.5 percent) than on
family day care (care in another home by nonrelative; 15 percent).
Relative care, either in the child’s home or the relative’s home, is
used by 25 percent of preschool children. Many families with young
children do not rely on others for help with child care arrange-
ments while the mother works because they use parental care (24
percent), especially care by fathers (18 percent). Only 5 percent of
families rely on care provided in the child’s home by a nonrelative.

Preschool children of part-time employed mothers are much less
likely to be cared for at an organized child care facility or by a fam-
ily day care provider, and more likely to be cared for by a parent,
than children of full-time employed mothers. Children of employed
single mothers, shown in table 9–5 under the heading ‘‘all other
marital statuses,’’ are much more likely to be cared for by a rel-
ative than children of married mothers.

Table 9–6 shows the types of afterschool arrangements used in
1993 for school-age children by working mothers, as well as cases
in which there were no arrangements used at all. A total of 1.2 mil-
lion school-age children (5.4 percent of children age 5–14) were re-
ported to be in self-care or to be unsupervised by an adult for some
time while their mothers were working. It is not known if the chil-
dren in the ‘‘no care mentioned’’ category were unsupervised, or if
other factors may account for their not being reported in a child
care arrangement, such as travel time from school.

Table 9–7 shows that the type of child care arrangements used
for children under 5 varies by the economic well-being of the fam-
ily. Children in poor families are more likely to be cared for by rel-
atives (35 versus 24 percent) while their mother works than chil-
dren in nonpoor families. In addition, children in nonpoor families
use organized child care facilities more than children in poor fami-
lies (31 versus 24 percent). Children in nonpoor families rely more
on family day care provided by nonrelatives than do children living
in poverty (16 versus 11 percent).

Table 9–8 shows the primary arrangements used by working
mothers for their preschool-aged children from June 1977 through
the fall of 1994. In general, the table does not show dramatic
changes in the arrangements used during this time period, except
with regard to day care centers and nursery schools. The share of
children enrolled in day care centers and nursery schools increased
sharply between 1977 and 1994, from 13 to 29 percent. The table
shows that the role of fathers in caring for their preschool children
increased slightly after 1977, including for children of single moth-
ers. The share of children cared for by their mothers at work de-
creased from 1977 to 1994, as did the percent of children in family
day care homes. Data on children cared for by their grandparents
were obtained beginning in 1985, and remained relatively stable
during the period from 1985 to 1994.
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TABLE 9–6.—AFTERSCHOOL CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS USED BY EMPLOYED
MOTHERS FOR CHILDREN 5–14, FALL 1993

Type of arrangement Number (in
thousands) Percent

Care in child’s home:
By grandparent .................................................................. 779 3.5
By other relative ................................................................ 1,209 5.4
By nonrelative .................................................................... 547 2.5

Total .......................................................................... 2,535 11.4

Care in another home:
By grandparent .................................................................. 949 4.3
By other relative ................................................................ 517 2.3
By nonrelative 1 .................................................................. 1,179 5.3

Total .......................................................................... 2,645 11.9

Organized child care facilities:
Day/group care center ....................................................... 1,071 4.8
Nursery school/preschool ................................................... 167 0.7
School-based activity ......................................................... 1,217 5.5

Total .......................................................................... 2,455 11.0

Parental care:
By father ............................................................................ 2,587 11.6
By mother at work 2 ........................................................... 616 2.8
Child cares for self ............................................................ 1,202 5.4

Total .......................................................................... 4,405 19.8

No care mentioned ...................................................................... 10,236 46.0

Total children ............................................................ 22,276 100.0
1 Care in another home by a nonrelative is known as a ‘‘family day care.’’
2 Includes women working at home or away from home.

Source: Survey of Income and Program Participation, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Com-
merce.
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TABLE 9–7.—PRIMARY CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS USED BY EMPLOYED MOTHERS
FOR CHILDREN UNDER 5, BY POVERTY STATUS OF THE MOTHERS, FALL 1994

All marital statuses Total 1 Poor 2 Not poor

Care in child’s home:
By grandparent .............................................. 5.9 7.5 5.7
By other relative ............................................ 3.5 7.2 3.0
By nonrelative ................................................ 5.1 3.7 5.3

Total ...................................................... 14.5 18.4 14.0

Care in another home:
By grandparent .............................................. 10.4 9.4 10.5
By other relative ............................................ 5.5 10.5 4.9
By nonrelative 3 ............................................. 15.4 10.8 16.0

Total ...................................................... 31.3 30.7 31.4

Organized child care facilities:
Day/group care center ................................... 21.6 17.2 22.1
Nursery school/preschool ............................... 7.8 5.0 8.1
Kindergarten/grade school ............................ 0.9 1.3 0.8
School-based activity .................................... 0.2 0.2 0.2

Total ...................................................... 30.5 23.7 31.2

Parental care:
By father ........................................................ 18.4 17.6 18.5
By mother at work 4 ...................................... 5.5 9.7 4.9
Child cares for self ....................................... ................ ................ ................

Total ...................................................... 23.9 27.3 23.4

Total children of employed mothers (in
thousands) ....................................... 10,329 1,109 9,208

1 Includes children for which no poverty estimates were available.
2 Below the poverty threshold, which was $15,141 annually or $1,262 monthly in 1994 for a family of

four.
3 Care in another home by a nonrelative is known as ‘‘family day care.’’
4 Includes women working at home or away from home.

Source: Survey of Income and Program Participation, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Com-
merce.
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TABLE 9–8.—PERCENT OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 IN SELECTED CHILD CARE
ARRANGEMENTS, 1977–94

Family status and date of
survey

Percent of children cared for by

Father Mother 1 Grandparent Family day
care 2

Day care
center/nursery

school

All families:
Fall 1994 ........ 18.4 5.5 16.3 15.4 29.4
Fall 1993 ........ 15.9 6.2 16.5 16.6 29.9
Fall 1991 ........ 20.0 8.7 15.8 17.9 23.0
Fall 1990 ........ 16.5 6.4 14.3 20.1 27.5
Fall 1988 ........ 15.1 7.6 13.9 23.6 25.8
Fall 1987 ........ 15.3 8.9 13.8 22.3 24.4
Fall 1986 ........ 14.5 7.4 15.7 24.0 22.4
Winter 1985 .... 15.7 8.1 15.9 22.3 23.1
June 1977 ....... 14.4 11.4 NA 22.4 13.0

Married couples:
Fall 1994 ........ 22.3 6.3 13.5 15.7 29.0
Fall 1993 ........ 19.3 6.9 14.4 16.4 30.0
Fall 1991 ........ 22.9 9.8 13.7 17.1 22.7
Fall 1990 ........ 19.8 7.8 13.0 19.7 26.8
Fall 1988 ........ 17.9 8.7 11.8 23.7 25.4
Fall 1987 ........ 18.2 10.1 12.2 22.2 23.4
Fall 1986 ........ 17.9 8.3 14.1 24.4 20.3
Winter 1985 .... 18.8 9.2 13.9 21.8 22.3
June 1977 ....... 17.1 12.9 NA 22.6 11.6

Single mothers:
Fall 1994 ........ 5.4 2.5 25.4 14.6 30.5
Fall 1993 ........ 3.4 3.5 24.6 17.3 29.5
Fall 1991 ........ 7.0 3.7 24.8 21.3 24.5
Fall 1990 ........ 3.2 0.7 20.0 27.8 30.4
Fall 1988 ........ 1.5 2.4 23.9 22.8 27.8
Fall 1987 ........ 2.3 3.4 20.8 22.3 28.3
Fall 1986 ........ 1.4 3.8 20.3 22.4 30.2
Winter 1985 .... 2.2 3.5 24.5 24.4 26.7
June 1977 ....... 0.8 4.4 NA 21.8 19.1

1 Includes mothers working at home or away from home.
2 Children cared for in another home by nonrelatives.

NA—Not available.

Note.—Data are the principal arrangement used by mothers during most of their hours at work. Single
mothers include women never married, widowed, divorced, and separated.

Source: Survey of Income and Program Participation and the June 1977 Current Population Survey,
‘‘Who’s Minding the Kids? Child Care Arrangements: Fall 1991,’’ Current Population Reports, Series P70–
36, Bureau of the Census, U.S Department of Commerce.

CHILD CARE COSTS

Research studies have found that the majority of families with
working mothers and preschool children purchase child care serv-
ices. The tendency to purchase care and the amount spent on care,
both in absolute terms and as a percent of family income, generally
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varies by the type of child care used, family type (married or single
mothers), and the family’s economic situation.

The most recent data on child care expenditures are from the
Survey of Income and Program Participation for the fall of 1993,
published by the Census Bureau (Casper, 1995). These data show
that 56 percent of families with employed mothers paid for child
care for their preschool-aged children. Nonpaid child care was most
typically provided by relatives. Families with mothers employed
full time were more likely to purchase care for their young children
than those with mothers working part time. Among families with
full-time working mothers, 63 percent paid for child care, compared
to 41 percent of families with mothers employed part time. Like-
wise, as shown in table 9–9, families with higher incomes were
more likely to purchase care than families with lower incomes. For
example, 69 percent of families with monthly incomes of $4,500 or
more purchased child care in the fall of 1993, while only 39 percent
of families with monthly incomes of less than $1,200 purchased
care.

TABLE 9–9.—AVERAGE WEEKLY CHILD CARE EXPENDITURES FOR PRESCHOOLERS AND
PERCENTAGE OF INCOME SPENT ON CARE, BY POVERTY STATUS AND FAMILY
INCOME, FALL 1993

Percent paying
for care

Average weekly
cost of care

Percent of
monthly family
income spent

on care

Poverty status:
Below poverty ........................... 37 $49.56 17.7
Above poverty ........................... 58 76.03 7.3

Monthly family income:
Less than $1,200 ..................... 39 47.29 25.1
$1,200–$2,999 ......................... 49 60.16 12.0
$3,000–$4,499 ......................... 57 73.10 8.5
$4,500 and over ....................... 69 91.93 5.7

Total ........................ 56 74.15 7.5

Source: Casper (1995).

As indicated in table 9–9, average weekly costs per family for all
preschool-aged children were $74 in 1993 for those families who
purchased care. Families with two or more preschoolers paid al-
most $110 per week for child care (11 percent of family income),
while families with one child paid $66 per week (7 percent of fam-
ily income). Married-couple families devoted a smaller percentage
of their income to child care (7 percent) than single-parent families
(12 percent), but their child care expenditures were nonetheless
greater ($78 per week) than those of single-parent families (about
$60 per week).

Table 9–9 also shows that, while low-income families spend fewer
dollars for child care than higher income families, they spend a
much greater percentage of their family income for child care. Spe-
cifically, families with monthly incomes of less than $1,200 had av-
erage weekly child care expenses of $47 in 1993, compared with
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$92 for families with monthly incomes of $4,500 or more. However,
lower income families devoted 25 percent of their family income to
child care, while the higher income families spent less than 6 per-
cent of their income for child care.

For families purchasing care, the average weekly cost of child
care per arrangement was $57 in 1993. In-home, nonrelative baby-
sitters were the most expensive type of care, at an average weekly
cost of $68, followed by organized child care centers at $64 per
week. Family day care homes cost an average of $57 per week,
while the least expensive form of paid care was provided by rel-
atives, at an average of $42 per week. Looking at child care costs
per child, the average weekly cost for preschoolers in 1993 was $60,
ranging from $66 per week for infants under 1 year old to $56 for
3-year-olds and $59 for 4-year-olds.

Child care costs have increased in recent years. Chart 9–1 illus-
trates growth in the average weekly cost of care for all children (up
to age 15) in families with a preschooler from 1986 to 1993, in con-
stant 1993 dollars. As the chart shows, the average weekly cost has
gone up by $15, from $64 in 1986 to $79 in 1993.

CHART 9–1. WEEKLY COST OF CHILD CARE 1

[In constant 1993 dollars. Limited to families with a preschooler.]

1 Represents total costs for all children in the family.

Source: Casper (1995).

SUPPLY OF CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

The profile of child care settings (PCS) study, released by the
U.S. Department of Education in 1991, is regarded as the most
comprehensive national study of regulated child care/early edu-
cation services since the 1970s (Kisker, Hofferth, Phillips &
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Farquhar, 1991). The study provides information on the supply and
characteristics of State licensed child care centers and early edu-
cation programs, center-based programs exempt from State or local
licensing (such as programs sponsored by religious organizations or
schools), and licensed family day care providers. Readers should
note that both demand and Federal support for child care have in-
creased since 1990, most likely also causing an increase in the sup-
ply since this study was conducted.

Kisker and her colleagues reported that approximately 80,000
center-based early education and care programs were providing
services in the United States at the beginning of 1990. The Chil-
dren’s Foundation has subsequently reported that, in 1996, there
were 93,221 regulated child day care centers (Children’s Founda-
tion, 1996). The PCS researchers estimated that about 12 percent
of centers on State licensing lists were not operating during the
time of the survey, but that operating centers had about 5.3 million
spaces (defined as the sum of enrollment plus vacancies), of which
approximately 4.2 million were for preschool-age children and 1.1
million were for school-age children. The study found that an aver-
age of 88 percent of the available spaces in centers were filled. The
researchers concluded that this high overall utilization rate indi-
cates that ‘‘the market seems to be working to increase supply as
demand expands.’’ As shown in table 9–10, centers were distributed
across regions in urban/rural areas approximately in proportion to
the population of children under age 5.

TABLE 9–10.—DISTRIBUTION OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN, EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROGRAMS, AND PROGRAM SPACES BY REGION AND URBANICITY

[In percent]

Children
younger
than 5 1

Centers Spaces in
centers

Regulated
home-
based

programs

Spaces in
regulated

home-based
programs

Region:
Northeast ...................... 19 18 16 14 11
South ............................ 35 41 42 21 20
Midwest ........................ 24 23 23 29 32
West .............................. 23 18 19 36 37

Urbanicity:
Metropolitan ................. 75 76 83 77 77
Nonmetropolitan ........... 25 24 17 23 23

1 The distribution of children younger than age 5 by region is estimated from projections of 1980 cen-
sus data to 1988 (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989). The distribution of children younger than age 5 by
urbanicity is estimated as the distribution of the population by urbanicity in 1980 (U.S. Bureau of the
Census, 1983).

Source: Kisker, Hofferth, Phillips, & Farquhar (1991).
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The study also found that there were approximately 118,000 li-
censed family day care providers with a capacity to care for
860,000 children (defined as the number of children for whom the
provider is licensed to provide care) operating in the United States
at the beginning of 1990. This number is about 30 percent less
than counts of family day care providers obtained directly from li-
censing lists because such lists are not generally up to date. About
82 percent of all family day care spaces were filled at the beginning
of 1990. In contrast to centers, the distribution of family day care
homes across regions of the United States was not proportional to
the number of young children in those regions (table 9–10). The au-
thors postulate that this imbalance may be due to regional dif-
ferences in State family day care licensing requirements.

When providers were asked how many vacancies were actually
available, the study found that the average child care center had
four full-time vacancies and that the average regulated family day
care home had one full-time vacancy. For centers, the study re-
ported that vacancies were concentrated in fewer than half of all
centers and that two-thirds to three-fourths of all centers reported
having no vacancies. Vacancies were also concentrated in less than
half of all family day care homes. According to the study, more
than half of all regulated homes reported being ‘‘unable or unwill-
ing’’ to accept more children on a full-time basis.

It is assumed by child care researchers that the number of un-
regulated family day care providers far exceeds the number of reg-
ulated family providers, though it is difficult to determine by how
much. Based on an estimate that 4 million children were in family
day care in 1991 and that the average number of children per
home ranged from 3 to 6, Kisker et al. estimated that there were
from 550,000 to 1.1 million unlicensed providers. Based on this es-
timate, the number of regulated family day care homes (118,000)
represented 10–18 percent of the total number of family day care
providers (National Association for the Education of Young Chil-
dren, 1991).

CHILD CARE STANDARDS

Regulation and licensing of child care providers is conducted pri-
marily at the State and local levels, although the extent to which
the Federal Government should play a role in this area has been
a topic of debate for many years (see below). Table 9–11 presents
information on State licensing standards in 1993, which was col-
lected by Parenting magazine and the Children’s Defense Fund
(CDF). It should be noted that these standards apply to licensed or
regulated child care providers. In the case of family day care
homes, most States exempt certain providers—typically those serv-
ing smaller numbers of children—from licensing or regulation. As
cited above, research in 1990 estimated that between 82 and 90
percent of family child care is unregulated.
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TABLE 9–11.—NUMBER OF STATES WITH SELECTED CHILD CARE LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS, FOR CHILD CARE CENTERS AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES, 1993

Item Child care
centers

Family day
care homes

Children must have all immunizations 1 ............................ 50 45
Children must have all recommended immunizations 2 .... 7 9
All or some staff must have first aid training .................. 42 28
All or some staff must have CPR training ........................ 32 18
Energy-absorbing surfaces must be under climbing

equipment ....................................................................... 23 NA
Smoke detectors and periodic fire drills:

Both required .................................................... 44 35
Fire drill only ..................................................... 6 2
Smoke detector only .......................................... 1 7

Staff must wash hands after diapering and before han-
dling food ....................................................................... 48 NA

Smoking prohibited ............................................................. 45 19
Maximum number of children allowed per staff members

exceeds NAEYC recommendation: 3

6 months old .................................................... 18 NA
12 months old or walking ................................ 20 NA
18 months old .................................................. 25 NA
2 years old ........................................................ 31 NA
3 years old ........................................................ 21 NA
4 years old ........................................................ 33 NA

Group size not regulated, or exceeds NAEYC rec-
ommendation: 3

6 months old .................................................... 33 NA
12 months old or walking ................................ 25 NA
18 months old .................................................. 30 NA
2 years old ........................................................ 20 NA
3 years old ........................................................ 23 NA
4 years old ........................................................ 23 NA

Parental access required .................................................... 46 42
Frequency of State licensing inspections:

More than once per year .................................. 12 9
Once per year .................................................... 30 15
Less than once per year ................................... 8 21
Never ................................................................. 1 6

Liability insurance required ................................................ 20 5
Corporal punishment prohibited ......................................... 43 39

1 Basic immunizations are the DPT vaccine against diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus, the OPV vaccine
against polio, and the MMR vaccine against measles, mumps and rubella.

2 In addition to the basic immunizations, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends the Hib
vaccine against bacterial meningitis, and HBV against hepatitis B.

3 Staff-child ratios are recommended by the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

NA—Not available.

Source: Prepared by the Congressional Research Service from data reported by Adams, 1995.
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THE FEDERAL ROLE—BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

The Federal Government entered the child care business during
the New Deal of the 1930s when federally funded nursery schools
were established for poor children. The motivation for creating
these nursery schools was not specifically to provide child care for
working families. Rather, the schools were designed primarily to
create jobs for unemployed teachers, nurses, and others, and also
to provide a wholesome environment for children in poverty. How-
ever, when mothers began to enter the work force in large numbers
during World War II, many of these nursery schools were contin-
ued and expanded. Federal funding for child care, and other com-
munity facilities, was available during the war years under the
Lanham Act, which financed child care for an estimated 550,000–
600,000 children before it was terminated in 1946.

The end of the war brought the expectation that mothers would
return home to care for their children. However, many women
chose to remain at work and the labor force participation of women
has increased steadily ever since. The appropriate Federal role in
supporting child care, including the extent to which the Federal
Government should establish standards for federally funded child
care, has been an ongoing topic of debate. In 1988 and 1990, four
Federal child care programs were enacted providing child care for
families receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC), families that formerly received AFDC, low-income working
families at risk of becoming dependent on AFDC, and low-income
working families generally.

The establishment of these programs was the culmination of a
lengthy, and often contentious debate, about what role the Federal
Government should play in child care. Lasting nearly 4 years, the
debate centered on questions about the type of Federal subsidies
that should be made available and for whom, whether the Federal
Government should set national child care standards, conditions
under which religious child care providers could receive Federal
funds, and how best to assure optimal choice for parents in select-
ing child care arrangements for their children, including options
that would allow a mother to stay home. Differences stemming
from philosophical and partisan views, as well as jurisdictional con-
cerns, were reflected throughout the debate.

Though the programs created in 1988 and 1990 represented a
significant expansion of Federal support for child care, they joined
a large number of existing Federal programs providing early child-
hood services, administered by numerous Federal agencies and
overseen by several congressional committees. The General Ac-
counting Office (GAO) estimated that in fiscal year 1992 and fiscal
year 1993, more than 90 early childhood programs were funded by
the Federal Government, administered through 11 Federal agen-
cies and 20 offices. Of these programs, GAO identified 34 as having
education or child care as key to their mission (U.S. General Ac-
counting Office, 1994a). The Congressional Research Service (CRS),
in a memo to the House Committee on Ways and Means (Forman,
1994), identified 46 Federal programs related to child care operat-
ing in fiscal year 1994, administered by 10 different Federal agen-
cies. However, CRS noted that some of these programs were not
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primarily child care programs; rather, they were designed for some
other major purpose but included some type of child care or related
assistance. Moreover, a majority of the programs were small, with
32 of the 46 providing less than $50 million in annual funding. A
more recent GAO (1998) report identified 22 key child care pro-
grams, of which 5 accounted for more than 80 percent of total child
care spending in fiscal year 1997.

Most recently, the 104th Congress passed a major restructuring
of Federal welfare programs, including a consolidation of major
Federal child care programs into an expanded Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant (CCDBG) (Public Law 104–103). The child
care provisions in the new law were developed to achieve several
purposes. As a component of welfare reform, the child care provi-
sions are intended to support the overall goal of promoting self-
sufficiency through work. However, separate from the context of
welfare reform, the legislation attempts to address concerns about
program effectiveness and efficiency. The four separate child care
programs that were enacted in 1988 and 1990 had different rules
regarding eligibility, time limits on the receipt of assistance, and
work requirements. Consistent with other block grant proposals
considered in the 104th Congress, the child care provisions in Pub-
lic Law 104–193 are intended to streamline the Federal role, re-
duce the number of Federal programs and conflicting rules, and in-
crease the flexibility provided to States. In addition, the Child Care
and Development Block Grant, which had originally been enacted
in 1990 to provide child care services for low-income families, ex-
pired at the end of fiscal year 1995, and the welfare reform legisla-
tion was used as a vehicle for reauthorization.

Under the new amendments, the CCDBG is now the primary
child care subsidy program operated by the Federal Government,
and replaces previous child care programs for welfare and working
families. The new law makes available to States almost $20 billion
over a 6-year period (1997–2002) in a combination of entitlement
and discretionary funding for child care, which is approximately $4
billion above the level that would have been available under the
previous programs. Despite this increase in Federal resources, con-
cerns persist about the adequacy and quality of child care, particu-
larly after welfare reform is fully implemented and States are re-
quired to ensure that a certain portion of their welfare caseload is
enrolled in work activities. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
projected in August 1996 a potential $1.4 billion shortfall in child
care funding over the 6 years if all States complied with new
welfare-to-work participation requirements. However, the CBO
analysis was limited only to entitlement funding, and did not con-
sider the $6 billion in discretionary funds also authorized for child
care. Moreover, welfare caseloads have declined since CBO’s analy-
sis was conducted, which would free up funds from the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Block Grant that States
could use for child care. On the other hand, about a third of the
total child care funding is subject to maintenance-of-effort and
matching requirements, and CBO’s estimate was based on the as-
sumption that all States would meet these requirements. If any
States fail to meet these requirements, they would not receive the
full amount of available Federal funds.
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It is likely that increased demand and Federal resources for child
care will cause some growth in the supply of child care providers.
The U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) reported in May 1997
that gaps currently exist between the demand for child care and
the ‘‘known’’ supply (i.e., providers that are regulated by or other-
wise known to the States), based on research at four sites. These
gaps are larger in poor areas and for certain types of care, such as
infant and school-aged child care. It is important to note, however,
that many parents rely on informal care givers, such as relatives
and neighbors, who may not be known to State agencies. Nonethe-
less, as welfare reform and the new child care law are imple-
mented, a number of perennial issues will be of continuing interest,
including the availability, cost, and quality of child care. In addi-
tion, States now will have the flexibility and responsibility for de-
termining the most equitable method of providing child care serv-
ices to both welfare families who are trying to become self-suffi-
cient, and low-income working families who are not dependent on
welfare.

THE FEDERAL ROLE—MAJOR DAY CARE PROGRAMS

Table 9–12 provides a brief description of the major Federal pro-
grams that currently support child care and related activities. As
the table shows, one of the largest Federal sources of child care as-
sistance is provided indirectly through the Tax Code, in the form
of a nonrefundable tax credit for taxpayers who work or are seek-
ing work. Other major sources of Federal child care assistance, in
addition to the CCDBG, include the Social Services Block Grant
under title XX of the Social Security Act and the Child Care Food
Program, which subsidizes meals for children in child care. Head
Start, the early childhood development program targeted to poor
preschool children, also has been characterized as a child care pro-
gram. Although Head Start primarily operates on a part-day, part-
year basis, programs increasingly are being linked to other all-day
child care providers to better meet the needs of full-time working
parents.

DEPENDENT CARE TAX CREDIT

Under section 21 of the Internal Revenue Code, a nonrefundable
credit against income tax liability is available for up to 30 percent
of a limited amount of employment-related dependent care ex-
penses. Eligible employment-related expenses are limited to $2,400,
if there is one qualifying dependent, or $4,800, if there are two or
more qualifying dependents. The credit may be claimed by a tax-
payer who maintains a household that includes one or more quali-
fying individuals. Generally, a qualifying individual is a dependent
under the age of 13, a physically or mentally incapacitated depend-
ent, or a physically or mentally incapacitated spouse. The costs of
care must be incurred to enable a taxpayer (or taxpayer’s spouse,
if married) to work or look for work. Qualified expenses include the
costs of household services.
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1 Under the Family Support Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–485), all States were required to
have a JOBS Program in place by October 1, 1990. The centerpiece of a major welfare reform
initiative, JOBS was intended to prevent long-term welfare dependency by providing needy fam-
ilies with education, training, and employment. All AFDC recipients not otherwise exempt by
law were required to participate in JOBS. The parent of a child under age 6 could be required
to participate only if child care was guaranteed and if participation was limited to no more than
20 hours per week. A parent of a child under age 3 was exempt from participation, unless re-
quired to participate at State option. More detailed information on the AFDC JOBS Program
is provided in section 7.

The percentage used to calculate the credit depends on a tax-
payer’s adjusted gross income (AGI). A taxpayer whose AGI is
$10,000 or less is allowed a credit equal to 30 percent of qualified
work-related expenses. The credit percentage is reduced by 1 per-
centage point for each additional $2,000 in AGI above $10,000. For
taxpayers whose AGI is greater than $28,000, the credit is equal
to 20 percent of qualified expenses. The maximum amount of the
credit is $720 for one qualifying individual and $1,440 for two or
more qualifying individuals.

The Internal Revenue Code also contains a provision that allows
taxpayers to exclude from their income the value of certain depend-
ent care benefits provided by their employers. This exclusion is lim-
ited to $5,000 per year, or $2,500 for a married individual filing a
separate return.

More detailed information on the dependent care tax credit and
the exclusion for employer-provided dependent care is provided in
section 13.

CHILD CARE PROGRAMS UNDER TITLE IV–A OF THE SOCIAL
SECURITY ACT

Congress enacted legislation in 1996 that repealed the 60-year-
old Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) Program,
which had been authorized under title IV–A of the Social Security
Act, and established in its place a new block grant to States for
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). This legislation,
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act (Public Law 104–93), also repealed three child care programs
that had been authorized under AFDC, and expanded the existing
Child Care and Development Block Grant to include the purposes
and populations that the repealed programs had served. The fol-
lowing sections describe the three AFDC-related child care pro-
grams as they existed before passage of the 1996 welfare reform
legislation, and the expanded CCDBG, as it has been amended.

Child care for AFDC recipients
Under the AFDC Program, the Federal Government required

States to ‘‘guarantee’’ child care to recipients of AFDC if the care
was needed for individuals to accept employment or remain em-
ployed. Child care also was guaranteed to AFDC recipients who
were participating in a State-approved education and training ac-
tivity, including an AFDC Job Opportunities and Basic Skills
(JOBS) Training Program. 1 The AFDC Child Care Program was
funded by an open-ended entitlement. The Federal share of a
State’s child care payments was based on the Medicaid matching
rate, which varies by State and is inversely related to a State’s per
capita income. The program was administered on the Federal level
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2 The 75th percentile does not mean 75 percent of the cost of care. To determine the 75th per-
centile, child care rates are ranked from lowest to highest. Starting from the bottom of the list,
the amount separating the 75 percent of providers with the lowest rates from the 25 percent
with highest rates is the 75th percentile.

by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, as part of the AFDC
Program.

State welfare agencies were responsible for administering the
program at the State level and were required to inform AFDC ap-
plicants and recipients of the availability of child care assistance
and the types and locations of child care services. The State agen-
cies could provide child care directly, arrange for care with provid-
ers through contracts or vouchers, provide cash or vouchers in ad-
vance to families, reimburse families, or use other arrangements.
States could also choose to disregard certain child care expenses—
up to $175 per month per child age 2 and over and up to $200 per
month per child under age 2—from the earned income of a family
in determining the family’s eligibility for AFDC benefits.

Reimbursement for child care costs had to be at least equal to
the lower of the actual cost of care or a statewide limit (which
could be the child care disregard amount or a higher amount). Re-
imbursement could not be more than the 75th percentile of the
local market rate for the type of care being provided, as determined
by each State. 2 The child care had to meet applicable standards of
State and local law. In addition, States had to ensure that center-
based child care was subject to State and local health and safety
requirements, including fire safety protections. States also had to
endeavor to develop guidelines for family day care services.

GAO reported, on the basis of a nationwide survey, that about
three-fourths of State JOBS Programs able to provide child care
subsidies or help arrange child care for all or most of their partici-
pants who needed such assistance. However, GAO attributed this
success to the relatively small number of AFDC recipients actually
participating in JOBS—about 13 percent of the adult caseload in
a given month. State and local officials told GAO that barriers to
providing child care assistance included shortages of certain types
of care, such as infant care, sick child care, before- and after-school
care, and child care during nontraditional work hours, as well as
transportation problems (U.S. General Accounting Office, 1995).

Transitional child care assistance
Under the AFDC Program, the Federal Government also re-

quired States to ‘‘guarantee’’ child care to a family that lost AFDC
eligibility due to increased hours of, or increased income from em-
ployment or loss of the income disregard due to the time limita-
tions, if the care was necessary for an individual to accept or retain
employment. To be eligible for transitional child care (TCC), fami-
lies had to have received AFDC in at least 3 of the 6 months imme-
diately before the month in which they became ineligible for AFDC.
The child care assistance under this program was limited to a pe-
riod of 12 months after the last month for which the family re-
ceived AFDC benefits. The program, which was administered by
ACF at the Federal level operated under the same rules as those
that applied to the Child Care Program for eligible AFDC recipi-
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ents, except that families had to contribute to the cost of the care
in accordance with a State-established sliding fee scale.

At-Risk Child Care Program
The At-Risk Child Care Program authorized by the Omnibus

Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–508) entitled
States to Federal matching funds for child care services for low-
income families who were not receiving AFDC, needed child care
in order to work, and were ‘‘at risk’’ of becoming eligible for welfare
if child care were not provided. The program was authorized as a
capped entitlement at $300 million annually. It was administered
by ACF. States were entitled to matching funds for child care ex-
penditures up to State allocation limits determined by a formula in
the law. State allocations were based on the number of children
under age 13 in a State compared to the total number of such chil-
dren in the United States. If a State’s grant award was less than
its full allocation limit in 1 year, the difference could be applied to
the State’s allocation limit in the next year. Like the AFDC Child
Care Programs, the Federal share of a State’s child care payments
was based on the Medicaid matching rate, which varies by State.

The At-Risk Program was similar to the AFDC Child Care Pro-
grams with regard to the flexibility States were afforded in provid-
ing care. The requirements for reimbursement rates also were simi-
lar. Like the TCC Program, families were required to make some
contribution to the cost of care, based on a State-designed sliding
fee scale. At-risk child care had to meet applicable standards of
State and local law. In contrast to the other title IV–A child care
programs, at-risk child care providers not required to meet such
standards (with the exception of those providing care solely to fam-
ily members) had to be registered by the State.

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) was
originally authorized as an amendment to the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1990, and most recently, has been reauthor-
ized and amended by the Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act (Public Law 104–193). The program pro-
vides funding for child care services for low-income families, as well
as for activities intended to improve the overall quality and supply
of child care for families in general. The CCDBG currently is au-
thorized through fiscal year 2002.

Financing
Under the original CCDBG Act, discretionary funds were author-

ized, subject to the annual appropriations process. As amended by
the 1996 welfare reform law, the program is funded by a combina-
tion of discretionary and entitlement amounts. With regard to the
discretionary funds, $1 billion is authorized annually. These funds
are allocated among States according to the same formula con-
tained in the original CCDBG Act, which is based on each State’s
share of children under age 5, the State’s share of children receiv-
ing free or reduced-price lunches, and State per capita income. Half
of 1 percent of appropriated funds is reserved for the territories,
and between 1 and 2 percent is reserved for payments to Indian
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tribes and tribal organizations. States are not required to match
these discretionary funds. Funds must be obligated in the year they
are received or in the subsequent fiscal year, and the law author-
izes the Secretary to reallocate unused funds.

The 1996 welfare reform law replaced the AFDC Program with
a new block grant to States for Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), under title IV–A of the Social Security Act (see
section 7). The welfare reform law also provides entitlement fund-
ing to States for child care under title IV–A, and directs the States
to transfer these funds to the lead agency that administers the
CCDBG. Although provided through TANF, these child care funds
must be spent subject to the requirements and limitations of the
CCDBG Act. The law authorizes and appropriates the following en-
titlement amounts for child care: $1.967 billion in fiscal year 1997;
$2.067 billion in fiscal year 1998; $2.167 billion in fiscal year 1999;
$2.367 billion in fiscal year 2000; $2.567 billion in fiscal year 2001;
and $2.717 billion in fiscal year 2002.

As required for discretionary funds, the Secretary must reserve
between 1 and 2 percent of entitlement funds for payments to In-
dian tribes and tribal organizations. After this amount is reserved,
remaining entitlement funds are allocated to States in two compo-
nents. First, each State receives a fixed amount each year, equal
to the funding received by the State under the three child care pro-
grams previously authorized under AFDC in fiscal year 1994 or fis-
cal year 1995, or the average of fiscal years 1992–94, whichever is
greater. This amount totals approximately $1.2 billion each year.
This component of the entitlement funds are sometimes referred to
as ‘‘guaranteed’’ or ‘‘mandatory’’ funds. No State match is required
for these funds, which may remain available for expenditure by
States with no fiscal year limitation. However, to receive their full
TANF allotment, States must maintain at least 80 percent of their
previous welfare expenditures, including previous expenditures for
welfare-related child care, in fiscal year 1994. This may be reduced
to 75 percent for States that meet Federal requirements regarding
the participation of welfare recipients in work activities.

Second, remaining entitlement funds (after the Indian reserve
and ‘‘guaranteed’’ entitlement funds are allocated) are distributed
to States according to each State’s share of children under age 13.
States must meet maintenance-of-effort and matching require-
ments to receive these funds. Specifically, States must spend all of
their ‘‘guaranteed’’ Federal entitlement funds for child care, plus
100 percent of the amount they spent of their own funds in fiscal
year 1994 or fiscal year 1995, whichever is higher, under the pre-
vious AFDC-related child care programs. Further, States must pro-
vide matching funds at the fiscal year 1995 Medicaid matching rate
to receive these additional entitlement funds for child care. If the
Secretary determines that a State will not spend its entire allot-
ment for a given fiscal year, then the unused amounts may be re-
distributed among other States according to those States’ share of
children under age 13.

In addition to amounts provided to States specifically for child
care, States may transfer up to 30 percent of their TANF Block
Grant allotments into their CCDBG or Social Services Block Grant
Programs. Funds transferred into child care must be spent accord-
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ing to the CCDBG rules. However, States also may use TANF
funds for child care without formally transferring them to the
CCDBG, in which case, CCDBG rules would not necessarily apply.

Eligibility and target population groups
Children eligible for services under the revised CCDBG are those

whose family income does not exceed 85 percent of the State me-
dian. The original CCDBG limited eligibility to children whose fam-
ily income did not exceed 75 percent of State median. Children
must be less than 13 years old and be living with parents who are
working or enrolled in school or training, or be in need of protective
services. States must use at least 70 percent of their total entitle-
ment funds for child care services for families that are trying to be-
come independent of TANF through work activities, and families
that are at risk of becoming dependent on public assistance. In
their State plans, States must demonstrate how they will meet the
specific child care needs of these families. Of remaining child care
funds (including discretionary amounts), States must ensure that a
substantial portion is used for child care services to eligible fami-
lies other than welfare recipients or families at risk of welfare de-
pendency.

Use of funds
CCDBG funds may be used for child care services provided on a

sliding fee scale basis; however, Federal regulations allow States to
waive child care fees for families with incomes at or below the pov-
erty line. Funds also may be used for activities to improve the
quality or availability of child care. States are required to spend no
less than 4 percent of their child care allotments (discretionary and
entitlement) for activities to provide comprehensive consumer edu-
cation to parents and the public, activities that increase parental
choice, and activities designed to improve the quality and availabil-
ity of child care (such as resource and referral services).

Child care providers receiving Federal assistance must meet all
licensing or regulatory requirements, including registration re-
quirements, applicable under State or local law. States must have
in effect licensing requirements applicable to child care; however,
Federal law does not dictate what these licensing requirements
should be or what types of providers they should cover. States must
establish minimum health and safety standards, applicable to child
care providers receiving block grant assistance (except relative pro-
viders). These standards must cover: prevention and control of in-
fectious diseases (including immunizations); building and physical
premises safety; and health and safety training.

Parents of children eligible to receive subsidized child care must
be given maximum choice in selecting a child care provider. Par-
ents must be offered the option to enroll their child with a provider
that has a grant or contract with the State to provide such serv-
ices, or parents may receive a certificate or voucher that can be
used to purchase child care from a provider of the parents’ choice.
Child care certificates can be used only to pay for child care serv-
ices from eligible providers, which can include sectarian child care
providers. Eligible providers also can include individuals, age 18 or
older, who provide child care for their grandchildren, great grand-
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children, nieces or nephews, or siblings (if the provider lives in a
separate residence). States must establish payment rates for child
care services that are sufficient to ensure equal access for eligible
children to comparable services provided to children whose parents
are not eligible for subsidies.

The CCDBG contains specific requirements with regard to the
use of funds for religious activities. Under the program, a provider
that receives operating assistance through a direct grant or con-
tract with a government agency may not use these funds for any
sectarian purpose or activity, including religious worship and in-
struction. However, a sectarian provider that receives a child care
certificate from an eligible parent is not so restricted in the use of
funds.

Administration and data collection
At the Federal level, the CCDBG is administered by the Admin-

istration for Children and Families (ACF), of the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS). The Secretary is required to
coordinate all child care activities within the agency and with simi-
lar activities in other Federal agencies. States are required to des-
ignate a lead agency to administer the CCDBG, and may use no
more than 5 percent of their Federal child care allotment for ad-
ministrative costs. States must submit disaggregated data on chil-
dren and families receiving subsidized child care to HHS every
quarter, and aggregate data twice a year. The Secretary is required
to submit a report to Congress once every 2 years.

TITLE XX—SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT

Title XX of the Social Security Act authorizes grants to States for
providing social services that are determined appropriate by the
State. The program operates as a ‘‘capped entitlement,’’ under
which States are allocated funds based on their relative population
size up to a nationwide ceiling. No matching funds are required. In
addition, there are no Federal eligibility requirements for partici-
pants. The program is administered at the Federal level by ACF,
HHS. The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989 (Public Law
101–239) permanently authorized $2.8 billion annually for the pro-
gram. However, Congress reduced the entitlement ceiling to $2.38
billion in fiscal year 1996 through appropriations legislation. Omni-
bus welfare reform legislation (Public Law 104–193) established
$2.38 billion as the entitlement ceiling in fiscal years 1997–2002,
although Congress exceeded this ceiling in fiscal year 1997 appro-
priations legislation (Public Law 104–208), which provides $2.5 bil-
lion for title XX.

Available information on use of title XX funds indicates that a
majority of States typically spend some portion of their grants on
child care services. According to State reports on the intended use
of title XX funds (known as preexpenditure reports), 45 States
funded child care services in fiscal year 1990. States also submit
reports to HHS on their actual use of funds. According to an un-
published analysis of these reports for fiscal year 1995 from all
States, conducted by the Congressional Research Service, States
spent almost 14 percent of their title XX funds on child day care.
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3 CACFP subsidies also are available for meal services to chronically impaired adults and the
elderly in adult day care centers under the same general terms and conditions as child care cen-
ters. However, very few adult centers participate (about 1,600 sites serving some 50,000 persons
in fiscal year 1996), and Federal spending for them is a minor fraction of the total cost of the
CACFP ($25 million in fiscal year 1996, or about 1.6 percent of overall CACFP spending).

4 A small Homeless Children Nutrition Program (with about 100 sites) also provides shelters
with subsidies for free meals and snacks served to homeless children in their charge who are
under age 6.

More information on title XX, including State allocations, is pro-
vided in section 10.

CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM

The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) is perma-
nently authorized under section 17 of the National School Lunch
Act. The CACFP provides Federal subsidies for breakfasts, lunches,
suppers, and snacks meeting Federal nutrition requirements that
are served in licensed nonresidential child care centers (including
programs run by schools) and family or group day care homes. 3

Federal assistance is made up overwhelmingly of cash subsidies
based on the number of meals and snacks served; about 2 percent
is in the form of federally donated commodities. CACFP subsidies
to participating centers and homes are available for meals and
snacks served to children age 12 or under, migrant children age 15
or under, and handicapped children of any age. But the majority
of children in the program are between 3 and 6 years old. CACFP
spending was $1.58 billion (including commodities) in fiscal year
1996 (up from $1.467 billion in 1995 and $1.355 billion in 1994).
In fiscal year 1996, average daily attendance in CACFP-subsidized
centers and homes totaled 2.4 million children.

At the Federal level, the program is administered by the Agri-
culture Department’s Food and Consumer Service. At the State
level, a variety of agencies have been designated as responsible by
the individual States, and, in one State (Virginia) the Federal Gov-
ernment operates the program in lieu of the State. In fiscal year
1996, State agencies, in turn, approved, oversaw, and provided pay-
ments to some 13,000 child care centers with over 30,000 sites and
to their sponsoring organizations some 1,200 family or group day
care home sponsors with more than 190,000 homes.

Child care centers in the CACFP serve an average of 40–50 chil-
dren and are of 4 types: public or private nonprofit centers (the sin-
gle largest group), Head Start centers, for-profit proprietary centers
(see restrictions noted below), and outside-of-school centers often
operated by schools. 4 Almost 60 percent of children in the CACFP
are reached through centers, and, of those participating through
centers, one-third are in Head Start centers, 1 out of 8 are in pro-
prietary centers, and 1 out of 10 are in afterschool centers. On the
other hand, only about 40 percent of CACFP funding is provided
to centers, primarily because subsidies are differentiated by chil-
dren’s family income (see below). Child care centers must meet any
applicable Federal, State, or local licensing requirements, or other-
wise demonstrate that they comply with government-established
standards (e.g., receive title XX funds). Proprietary centers are eli-
gible for CACFP subsidies only if they receive title XX funding for
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5 In two States (Iowa and Kentucky), a pilot project allows proprietary centers to participate
in the CACFP if children representing at least 25 percent of their enrollment or licensed capac-
ity have family income below 185 percent of the Federal poverty income guidelines (the income
test for receiving free or reduced-price meals and snacks).

at least 25 percent of their enrollment or licensed capacity, regard-
less of the income status of the children they serve. 5

Day care centers may receive daily subsidies for up to two meals
and one snack or one meal and two snacks for each child. All meals
and snacks served in centers are federally subsidized to at least
some degree; different subsidies are provided for breakfasts,
lunches/suppers, and snacks, and subsidy rates are indexed annu-
ally. However, subsidies vary according to the family income of
each child, and applications for free or reduced-price meals and
snacks must be taken. The largest subsidies are paid for meals and
snacks served free to children with family income below 130 per-
cent of the Federal poverty income guidelines: for July 1997–June
1998, these subsidies are 51.75 cents for each snack, $1.045 for
each breakfast, and $1.89 for each lunch or supper. Smaller sub-
sidies are available for meals and snacks served at a reduced price
to children with family income between 130 and 185 percent of the
Federal poverty guidelines: for July 1997–June 1998, these are 26
cents for each snack, 74.5 cents for each breakfast, and $1.49 for
each lunch or supper. The smallest subsidies are paid for meals
and snacks served to children who do not qualify or apply for free
or reduced-price meals and snacks: for July 1997–June 1998, these
are 4 cents for snacks, 20 cents for breakfasts, and 18 cents for
lunches and suppers.

CACFP-subsidized family and group day care homes serve an av-
erage of 4–6 children; just over 40 percent of children in the
CACFP are in day care homes. Approximately 60 percent of
CACFP money supports meals served in homes. As with day care
centers, approved homes must meet licensing requirements or oth-
erwise show compliance with government standards. Unlike cen-
ters, day care homes must participate under the auspices of a pub-
lic or private nonprofit sponsor that typically has over 100 homes
under its supervision; CACFP day care home sponsors receive
monthly administrative payments based on the number of homes
for which they are responsible. Also unlike centers, day care homes
receive cash subsidies that do not differ by individual children’s
family income. Instead, there are two distinct subsidy rates. ‘‘Tier
I’’ homes (those located in low-income areas or operated by low-
income providers) receive higher subsidies; for July 1997–June
1998, all lunches and suppers are subsidized at $1.62, all break-
fasts at 88 cents, and all snacks at 48 cents. ‘‘Tier II’’ homes (those
not located in low-income areas or without low-income providers)
receive lower subsidies; for July 1997–June 1998, all lunches and
suppers are subsidized at 98 cents, all breakfasts at 33 cents, and
all snacks at 13 cents. Payments are provided for no more than two
meals and one snack (or one meal and two snacks), and tier II pro-
viders may seek higher tier I rates for individual low-income chil-
dren for whom they collect and verify financial information.
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HEAD START

Head Start began in 1965 under the general authority of the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act, and is authorized currently through fiscal
year 1998 under the Human Services Amendments of 1994 (Public
Law 103–252). Head Start is federally administered by ACF, HHS,
and provides grants directly to local programs. Head Start provides
comprehensive early childhood development, educational, health,
nutritional, social and other services to primarily low-income pre-
school children and their families. In general, Head Start operates
a part-day program during the school year, although some local
Head Start grantees coordinate with other programs to provide all-
day care. With Federal appropriations of almost $4 billion in fiscal
year 1997, Head Start will serve an estimated 800,000 children.
(For more information on Head Start, see section 15.)

CHILD CARE TABLES

Tables 9–13 through 9–22 provide extensive information about
selected Federal child care programs, especially former and current
programs under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and
Means. These programs include AFDC Child Care, Transitional
Child Care, At-Risk Child Care, and the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant.

Table 9–13 provides data on Federal payments to States for
AFDC child care and TCC for fiscal years 1991–96. Table 9–14 pro-
vides State-specific information on child care options under the
AFDC and TCC Programs, based on biennial State ‘‘supportive
services’’ plans filed with HHS as of February 6, 1996. Table 9–15
provides data on Federal payments to States for At-Risk Child
Care for fiscal years 1991–96. Table 9–16 provides State-specific in-
formation on child care options under the At-Risk Child Care Pro-
gram, based on biennial State ‘‘supportive services’’ plans.

The most recent State-by-State data on the number of JOBS par-
ticipants who received title IV–A child care subsidies are shown in
table 9–17. The types of child care arrangements used by the JOBS
participants’ children is provided in table 9–18. The number of
families not in JOBS who received title IV–A child care assistance
is shown in table 9–19. The type of care used by AFDC families not
in JOBS who received title IV–A child care assistance is shown in
table 9–20. Data on the number of children who received TCC sub-
sidies and the type of care arrangements used by their families are
found in table 9–21. Table 9–22 summarizes State allocations for
1996 and 1997 under the Child Care and Development Block
Grant.
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TABLE 9–20.—NON-JOBS AFDC FAMILIES 1 RECEIVING IV–A PAID CHILD CARE, BY TYPE
OF CARE ARRANGEMENT AND BY STATE—FISCAL YEAR 1994

State Total 2

families

Families by type of care arrangement
(average monthly number)

Care provided by a
relative

Care provided by a nonrelative
in

In
child’s
home

Outside
child’s
home

Child’s
home

Family
day care

home

Center
care

Alabama ...................................... (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Alaska ......................................... 133 15 17 5 39 60
Arizona ........................................ 2,002 23 118 5 216 1,639
Arkansas ..................................... 293 24 18 3 36 213
California .................................... 30,913 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Colorado ...................................... 285 2 4 5 47 173
Connecticut ................................. 2,593 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Delaware ..................................... 510 1 10 1 172 345
District of Columbia ................... (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Florida ......................................... 2,709 26 23 19 158 2,483
Georgia ........................................ 4,946 482 651 119 623 3,071
Guam .......................................... 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hawaii ......................................... 144 17 24 7 93 3
Idaho ........................................... 340 13 73 19 156 90
Illinois ......................................... 10,218 1,327 2,757 2,379 1,646 2,110
Indiana ........................................ 4,257 323 671 156 1,457 1,885
Iowa ............................................ 2,089 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Kansas ........................................ (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Kentucky ...................................... 123 11 31 16 21 52
Louisiana .................................... 686 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Maine .......................................... 4,517 463 578 851 1,304 1,323
Maryland ..................................... 3,933 207 172 83 1,849 1,623
Massachusetts ............................ 2,735 44 51 598 499 1,545
Michigan ..................................... (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Minnesota ................................... 1,257 31 93 36 558 583
Mississippi .................................. 0 0 0 0 0 0
Missouri ...................................... 1,731 18 90 44 688 945
Montana ...................................... 646 8 50 30 358 201
Nebraska ..................................... 1,133 24 68 39 473 531
Nevada ........................................ 176 16 14 16 33 98
New Hampshire ........................... 690 48 109 69 178 317
New Jersey .................................. (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
New Mexico ................................. 605 27 10 3 0 8
New York ..................................... 4,826 127 648 210 2,461 1,382
North Carolina ............................ 9,625 541 1,288 39 970 6,787
North Dakota ............................... 103 0 86 0 16 4
Ohio ............................................. 2,690 0 103 2 1,101 1,484
Oklahoma .................................... 4,743 3 14 10 725 3,991
Oregon ......................................... 1,702 112 249 264 871 207
Pennsylvania ............................... 4,624 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Puerto Rico ................................. (4) (4) (4) (4) (4) (4)
Rhode Island ............................... 382 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
South Carolina ............................ 1,031 (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
South Dakota .............................. 257 41 43 25 98 67
Tennessee ................................... 5,671 94 247 46 640 4,643
Texas ........................................... 90 5 8 0 6 72
Utah ............................................ 3,584 (5) (5) 181 1,393 2,010
Vermont ....................................... 1,286 119 152 153 519 344
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TABLE 9–20.—NON-JOBS AFDC FAMILIES 1 RECEIVING IV–A PAID CHILD CARE, BY TYPE
OF CARE ARRANGEMENT AND BY STATE—FISCAL YEAR 1994—Continued

State Total 2

families

Families by type of care arrangement
(average monthly number)

Care provided by a
relative

Care provided by a nonrelative
in

In
child’s
home

Outside
child’s
home

Child’s
home

Family
day care

home

Center
care

Virgin Islands ............................. 14 0 0 0 0 14
Virginia ....................................... 1,882 64 175 9 624 1,034
Washington ................................. 3,163 425 454 447 722 1,114
West Virginia .............................. 1,106 9 328 1 422 553
Wisconsin .................................... 1,963 80 217 61 803 804
Wyoming ...................................... 1,413 96 168 54 555 540

U.S. totals .......................... 129,819 4,866 9,812 6,005 22,530 44,348

1 Data are reported for AFDC recipients who are employed or participating in a non-JOBS education and
training program, and tribal JOBS participants.

2 ‘‘Total families’’ may not equal the sum of the categories due to incomplete, inconsistent, or duplica-
tive State reporting.

3 Data are applicable to the State, but not reported.
4 The State indicates that the data are not applicable.
5 The State does not define ‘‘type of care arrangements’’ according to Federal reporting requirements.

Source: Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

TABLE 9–21.—FAMILIES RECEIVING TRANSITIONAL CHILD CARE BY TYPE OF CARE
ARRANGEMENT AND BY STATE—FISCAL YEAR 1994

State

Families by type of care arrangement (average monthly number)

Total 1

families

Care provided by a relative Care provided by a nonrelative
in

In child’s
home

Outside
child’s home

Child’s
home

Family day
care home

Center
care

Alabama ........................ 1,754 11 232 32 315 1,165
Alaska ........................... 167 2 15 2 64 91
Arizona .......................... 2,178 43 174 9 212 1,740
Arkansas ....................... 168 29 16 2 17 105
California ...................... 1,635 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Colorado ........................ 1,256 56 58 15 219 461
Connecticut ................... 1,670 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Delaware ....................... 493 1 12 1 153 343
District of Columbia ..... (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Florida ........................... 6,341 63 62 32 645 5,539
Georgia .......................... 2,880 272 455 83 376 1,693
Guam ............................ 4 2 1 0 0 0
Hawaii ........................... 68 0 17 0 42 13
Idaho ............................. 157 6 27 6 73 58
Illinois ........................... 3,592 375 871 570 771 1,006
Indiana .......................... 2,480 195 413 84 949 954
Iowa .............................. 446 0 0 0 141 305
Kansas .......................... (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Kentucky ........................ 934 73 167 150 27 517
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TABLE 9–21.—FAMILIES RECEIVING TRANSITIONAL CHILD CARE BY TYPE OF CARE
ARRANGEMENT AND BY STATE—FISCAL YEAR 1994—Continued

State

Families by type of care arrangement (average monthly number)

Total 1

families

Care provided by a relative Care provided by a nonrelative
in

In child’s
home

Outside
child’s home

Child’s
home

Family day
care home

Center
care

Louisiana ...................... 1,407 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Maine ............................ 308 24 38 40 99 106
Maryland ....................... 790 79 83 28 320 281
Massachusetts .............. 4,081 64 79 516 326 3,095
Michigan ....................... 2,339 143 524 248 736 688
Minnesota ..................... 1,861 78 208 70 1,015 698
Mississippi .................... 401 48 92 7 63 192
Missouri ........................ 2,210 26 215 69 916 1,085
Montana ........................ 362 4 28 16 204 113
Nebraska ....................... 390 9 30 17 184 150
Nevada .......................... 329 93 26 76 24 136
New Hampshire ............. 441 27 54 44 117 213
New Jersey .................... (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
New Mexico ................... 629 140 136 40 136 211
New York ....................... 2,815 14 182 15 1,094 1,511
North Carolina .............. 3,137 225 707 64 242 1,907
North Dakota ................. 301 4 79 3 183 36
Ohio ............................... 1,687 0 70 1 643 973
Oklahoma ...................... 1,189 0 7 3 213 967
Oregon ........................... 2,373 183 276 377 1,159 379
Pennsylvania ................. 9,209 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Puerto Rico ................... (3) (3) (3) (3) (3) (3)
Rhode Island ................. 344 17 59 11 30 242
South Carolina .............. 525 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
South Dakota ................ 252 26 53 13 132 41
Tennessee ..................... 4,391 151 278 47 613 3,303
Texas ............................. 7,269 503 401 2 439 6,060
Utah .............................. 1,240 (4) (4) 66 496 678
Vermont ......................... 303 21 19 32 157 75
Virgin Islands ............... 0 0 0 0 0 0
Virginia ......................... 2,024 108 254 23 629 1,037
Washington ................... 1,302 137 179 127 327 532
West Virginia ................ 634 0 184 0 235 301
Wisconsin ...................... 1,518 62 168 47 620 621
Wyoming ........................ 205 19 29 11 85 62

U.S. totals ............ 82,489 3,333 6,978 2,999 15,441 39,683

1 ‘‘Total families’’ may not equal the sum of the categories due to incomplete, inconsistent, or dupli-
cated State reporting.

2 Data are applicable to the State, but not reported.
3 The State indicates that the data are not applicable.
4 The State does not define ‘‘type of care arrangements’’ according to Federal reporting requirements.

Source: Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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TABLE 9–22.—STATE ALLOCATIONS UNDER THE CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT, 1996–97

[By fiscal years, in thousands]

1996 actual 1997 estimate

Alabama .............................................................. 18,724 388
Alaska ................................................................. 1,764 37
Arizona ................................................................ 17,129 355
Arkansas ............................................................. 11,007 228
California ............................................................ 111,466 2,309
Colorado .............................................................. 10,233 212
Connecticut ......................................................... 6,685 138
Delaware ............................................................. 1,954 40
District of Columbia ........................................... 1,832 38
Florida ................................................................. 46,307 959
Georgia ................................................................ 29,755 616
Hawaii ................................................................. 3,389 70
Idaho ................................................................... 4,738 98
Illinois ................................................................. 34,888 723
Indiana ................................................................ 16,716 346
Iowa ..................................................................... 8,540 177
Kansas ................................................................ 8,234 171
Kentucky .............................................................. 16,602 344
Louisiana ............................................................. 24,687 511
Maine .................................................................. 3,584 74
Maryland ............................................................. 12,217 253
Massachusetts .................................................... 13,320 276
Michigan ............................................................. 27,035 560
Minnesota ............................................................ 12,476 258
Mississippi .......................................................... 16,062 333
Missouri ............................................................... 16,865 349
Montana .............................................................. 2,973 62
Nebraska ............................................................. 5,123 106
Nevada ................................................................ 3,825 79
New Hampshire ................................................... 2,375 49
New Jersey ........................................................... 17,247 357
New Mexico ......................................................... 8,741 181
New York ............................................................. 53,197 1,102
North Carolina ..................................................... 26,046 540
North Dakota ....................................................... 2,152 45
Ohio ..................................................................... 32,495 673
Oklahoma ............................................................ 14,095 292
Oregon ................................................................. 9,228 191
Pennsylvania ....................................................... 30,267 627
Rhode Island ....................................................... 2,517 52
South Carolina .................................................... 16,767 347
South Dakota ...................................................... 2,919 60
Tennessee ............................................................ 19,291 400
Texas ................................................................... 85,978 1,781
Utah .................................................................... 8,694 180
Vermont ............................................................... 1,587 33
Virginia ................................................................ 17,819 369
Washington ......................................................... 14,717 305
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TABLE 9–22.—STATE ALLOCATIONS UNDER THE CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT, 1996–97—Continued

[By fiscal years, in thousands]

1996 actual 1997 estimate

West Virginia ....................................................... 7,142 148
Wisconsin ............................................................ 13,809 286
Wyoming .............................................................. 1,505 31
Puerto Rico .......................................................... 23,087 478

Subtotal ................................................. 899,807 18,642

Territories ............................................................ 4,662 96
Tribes .................................................................. 27,973 382
Discretionary ....................................................... 2,200 ............................

Total ....................................................... 934,642 19,120 1

1 Of the $956 million appropriated in fiscal year 1997, $19 million will be obligated immediately to
support resource and referral programs and before and after school services. The remaining $937 million
was advance appropriated for fiscal year 1998.

Source: Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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