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SENATE. 

MoNDAY, December 18, 1893. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
STEPHEN M. WHITE, a Senator from the State of California; 

HENRY M. TELLER, a Senator from the State of Colorado, and 
WILLIAM V. ALLEN, a Senator from the State of Nebraska, ap­
peared in their seats to-day. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. T. 0. 

TOWLES, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 288) to provide 
!or two additional associate justices of the supreme court of the 
Territory of Oklahoma, and for other purposes. 

The mess tge also announced that the House had passed the 
following bills and joint resolutions; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill(H. R. 69) prescribing limitations of time for completion 
of title to certain lands disposed of under act of Congre~s ap­
proved September 271 1850, and the acts amendatory there!o, 
and supplemental thereto, and commonly known as the" Dona­
tion act," and for the protection of purchasers and occupants on 
said lands; 

A bill (H. R. 73) supplementary to the act or Congress approved 
January 28, 1879, entitled "An act defining the manner in which 
certai.o land scrip may be assigned and located or applied by 
actual settlers, and providing for the issue of patents in the 
name of t he locator or his lega.l representa.tives·" 

A bill (H. R. 352) to enable the people of Utah to ~orm a con­
stitution and State government. and to be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States; 

A bill (H. R. 4393) to provide for the admission of the State of 
Arizona into the Union, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 4610) to improve the methods of accounting in the 
Post-Office Department, and for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 97) donating two obsolete cannon 
to the cities of Allegheny and Pittsburg, Pa.; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 98) to pay the officers and em­
ployes of the Senate and House of Representatives their respec­
tive salaries for the mouth of December, 1893, on the 21st day of 
said month. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the Speaker of the House 

had signed the enrolled bill (S. 1021) to gra.nt the right of way 
to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway 
Company through the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, 
and for other purposes; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice-
President. -

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS. 

States. Surely under our Constitution and laws the enlarge­
ment of our limits is a manifestation of the highest attribute of 
sovereignty, and if entered upon as an executive act all things 
relating to the transaction should be clear and free from suspi­
cion. Additional importance attached to this particular treaty 
oi annexation, because it contemplated a departuril !rom un­
broken American tradition in providing for the addition to our 
territory of islands of the sea more than 2,000 miles removed 
from our nearest coast. 

These considerations might not of themsal ves callfor in terfer­
ence with th~ completion of a treaty entered upon byaprevious 
Administration. But it appear ed from documents accompany­
ing the treaty when submitted to the Senate, that the owner­
ship of Hawaii was tendered to us by a Provisional Government 
set up to succeed the constitutional ruler of the islands, who had 
been dethroned, and i.t did notappearthatsuch Provisional Gov­
ernment had the sanction of either popular revolution or suf­
frage. Two other remarkable features of the transaction nat­
urally attracted attention. One was the extl·aordinarv haste..:_ 
not to say precipita-ncy-characterizing all the transaction:; con­
nected with the treaty. 

It appeared that a so-called committee of safety, ostensibly 
the sou{ ce of the revolt against the con~titutional Government 
of Hawaii, was organized on Saturday the 1-::th day of January; 
that on Monday, the 16th, the United States forces were landed 
at Honolulu from a naval vessel lying in its harbor; th..~t on the 
17th the scheme of a Provisional Government w~s perfecte_d, and 
a proclamation naming its officers }Vas on the same day prepared 
and re'ld at the Government tuilding; that immediately there­
upon the United Statesministerrecognized theProvisionalGov­
ernment thus created; that two days afterwards, on the 1 th day 
of January, commissioner3 representing such government sailed 
for this country in a steamer especially chartered for the occa­
sion, arriving in San Francisco on the 2~th day of January, and 
in Washington on the 3d day of February; that on the next day 
they had their first interview with the Secret:l.ry of State , and 
another on the 11th, when the treaty of anne xation W jj_S practi­
cally agreed upon, and that on the Hth it was formally concluded 
and on the 15th transmitted to the Renate. Thus between the 
initiation of the scheme for a Provisional Government in Hawaii 
on the 14th day of January and the submission to the Senate of 
the treaty of annexation concluded with such government, the 
entire interval was thirty-two days, fifteen of which were spent 
by the Hawaiian commissioners in their journey to W ashington. 

In the next place, upon the face o! the p!ipers submittad with 
the treaty, it clearly appeared that there was open and undeter­
mined an issue of fact of the most vital importance. The mes­
sag-e of the President accompanying the tre~ty declared that 
''the overthrow of the monarchy was not in any way promoted 
by this Government," and in a letter to the President from the 
Secretary.of State, also submitted to t.he Senate with thet.reaty, 
the following- passage occurs: 

A · 't' · d f th p 'd t f th At the time the Provisional Government took possession of the Govern­message In wn mg was receive rom e resi en ° e ment buildings no troops or officers of the United States were present or 
United States, by Mr. 0. L. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. took any p.ut. whatever in the proceedings. No public recojplition was ac-

Mr. HARRIS. The message from the President of the United corded to the Provisional Government by the United States minister until 
States ought to be laid before the Senate. after the Queens abdiction and when they were iu etrective possession of 

The VlcE-PRESIDENT. The Chai'r lays befor·e the Senate the Government buildings, the archives. the treasury, the ba.rracks, the po-... lice station, and all the potential machinery of the Government. 
a message feom the President of the United States, with accom-
panying documents. The Secr-at3.ry will read the message. But a protest also accompanied said treaty, signed by the 

The Secretary read the message, as follows: Queen and her ministers at the time she m3.de way for the Pro­
visional Government, which explicitly stated that she yielded 

MESSAGE. to the supreme force of the United States, whose minister had 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: caused United States troops to ba landed at Honolulu and de-

In my recent annual message to the Congress I briefly referred clared that he would support such Provisional Go vernment. 
to our relati!lns with Hawaii and expressed the intention of trans- The truth or falsity of this protest was surely of the fi rst im­
mitting further information on the subject when additional ad- portance. If true, nothing but the concealment of its truth 
vices permitted. could induce our Government to negotiate with the semblance 

Though I am not able now to report a definite change in the of a government thus created, nor could a treaty resulting from 
actual situation, I am convinced that the difficulties lately created the acts stated in the protest have been knowin~ly deemed worthy 
both here and in Hawaii and now standing in the way of a solu- of consideration by the Senate. Yet the truth or falsity of the 
tion thro!lgh Executive action of the problem p resented, render · protest had not been investigated. . 
it proper and expedient that the matter should be referred to I conceived it to be my duty therefore to withdraw the treaty 
the broader authority and discretion of Congress, with a full ex- from the Senate for examination, and meanwhile to causeanaccu­
planation of the endeavor thus far made to deal with the emer- rate, full and impartial investigation to be made of the facts at­
gency and a statement of the considerations which have gov- tending the subversion of the constitutional Government of 
erned my action. Hawaii, and the insts.llment in it5 place of the Provision3.1 Gov-

1 suppose that right and justice should determine the path to ernment. I selected for the work of investigation the Hon. 
be followed in treatingthissubject. If national honesty is to be James H. Blo;.Int, of Georgia, who"e service of eighteen years 
disregarded and a desire for territorial extension , or dissatisfac- as a member of the House of Represenatlves, and whose expe­
tion with a form of government not our own, ought t-o regulate rience as ch!ii]'man of. the Committee of Foreign Affairs in tba~ 
our conduct, I have entirely misapprehended the mission and body, and his consequent familbrity with international topics, 
character of our Government and the behavior which the con- joined with his high characterandhonor.lble repuhtion seemed 
science of our people demands of theil' public servants. to render him peculhrly fitted for the duties intrusted to him. 

When the present Administration entered upon its duties the His repo rt detailing his action under the instructions given him 
Senate had under consideration a treaty providiBg for the an- and the conclusions derived from his investigation accompany 
nexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the territory of the United this message. 

·, 
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These conclusions do not rest for their acceptance entirely 
upon Mr. Blount's honesty and ability as a man, nor upon his 
acumen and impartiality as an investigator. They are accom­
panied by the evidence upon which they a1·e b.!Sed, which evi­
dence is also herewith transmitted, and from which it seems to 
me no other deductions could possibly be reached than those ar-
rived at by the commissioner. _ 

The report, with its accompanying proofs, and such other evi­
dence as is now before the Congress or is htrewith submitted, 
justifies in my opinion the statement that when the President 
was led to submit the treaty to the Senate with the declaration 
that "the overthrow of the monarchy was not in any way pro­
moted by this Government," and when the Senate was induced 
to receive ana discuss it on that basis, both President and Sen­
ate were misled. 

The attempt will not be made in this communication to touch 
upon all the facts which throw light upon the progress and con­
summation of this scheme of annexation. A very brief and im­
perfect reference to the fac ls ana evidence ~t hand will exhibit 
its character and the incidents in which it ha-d its birth. 

It is unnecessary to set forth the reasons which in January, 
1893, led a considerable proportion of American and other foreign 
merchants and traders residing atHonolulu to favor the annexa­
tion of H awaii to the United States. It is sufficient to note the 
fact and to observe that the p roject was one which was zealously 
promoted by the minister representing the Uni ~ed States in that 
country. He evidently had an ardent desire that it should be­
come a fact accomplished by his agency and during his ministry, 
and was not inconveniently scrupulous as to the means employed 
to that end. 

On the 19th day of November, 1892, nearly two months before 
the first overt act tending towards the subversion of the Ha­
waiian Gover-nment and the attempted transfer of Hawaiian 
territory to the United States, h9 addressed a long letter to 
the Secretary of Sta.te in which the case for annexation was 
elabora.tely m~gued, on moral, political, and economical grounds. 
He refers to the loss to the Hawaiian sugar interes ts from the 
operation of the McKinley bill, and the tendency to still fur­
ther depr"'ciation of sugar property unless some positive meas­
ure of relief is granted. He strongly inveighs against the ex­
isting Hawaiian Government :-tnd emphatically declares for an-

. nexation. He says: "In truth the monarchy here is an absurd 
anachronism. It has nothing on which it lo_gically or legiti­
mately stands. The feudal basis on which it once stood no 
longer existing, the monarchy now is only an -impediment to 
good government-an obstruction to the prosperity and prog-
ress of the islands.)) · 

He fnrther says: "As a crown colony of Great Britain or a 
Territory of the United States the government modifications 
could ba made readily and good administration of the law se­
cured. Destiny and the vast future interests of the United States 
in the Pacific clearly indicate who, at no distant day must be 
responsible for the government of these islands. Under a ter-

~ ritorial government they could be as easily governed as any of 
the existing Territories of the United States." * ·::· * "Ha: 
waii has reached the parting of the ways. She must now take 
the ro:.t d which leads to Asia, or the other which outlets her in 
America, gi\es her an American civilization, and binds her to 
the care of American destiny." He also declares : '' One of two 
courses seems to me absolutely necessary _to be followed, either 
bold and vigorous measures for annexation, or a' cust.oms union,' 
an oce:m cable from the California coast to Honolulu, Pearl Har­
bor perpetu'llly ceded to the United States, with an l.mplied but 
not expressly stipulated American protectorate .over the islands. 

11 I believe the former to be the better, that which will prove 
much the more ad vant3geous to the islands and the cheapest and 
least embarrassing in the end to the United States. If it was 
wise forthe UnitedStates through Secretary Marcy thirty-eight 
years ago to offer to expend $100,000 to secure a treaty of annex­
ation, it certain1y CJ.n. not be chimerical or unwise to expend 
$103,000 to secure annexation in the near future. To-day the 
United States has :five times the wealth she posSBssed in 1854, and 
the reasons now existing for annexation are much stronger than 
they were thEm. I c m not refrain from expressing· the opinion 
with emphasis that the golden hour is near at hand." 

These declarations cert.llnly show a disposition and condition 
of mind which may be usefully recalled when interpreting the 
significence of the minister's conceded acts or when considering 
the probabilities of such conduct on his p::trt as may not be ad­
mitted. 

In this view it seems proper to also quote from a letter written 
by the minister to theSecrehry of Sta.te on the 8th day of Ma.rch, 
189.2, nearly a year prior to the fi1·st step taken toward annex­
ation. After st.a,ting the possibility that the existin~ Govern­
m.ent of Hawaii might be overturned by an orderly and peaceful 
revolution, Minister Stevens writes as follows: "Ordinarily in 

like circumstances, the rule seems to be to limit the landing and 
mo vern en t of United States forc~s info reign waters and dominion 
exclusively to the protection of the Unit.ed States legation and 
of the lives and property of American citizens. But as the re­
lations of the United States to Hawaii are exceptional, and in 
former years the United States officillls here took somewh3.t ex­
ceptional action in circumshnces :of disorder, I desire to know 
how far the present minister and naval commander may deviate 
from established in~ ernational rules and precedents in the con­
tingencies indicated in the :first part of this dispatch." 

To a minister of this temper full of zeal for annexation there 
seemed to arise in January, 1893, the precise opportunity for 
which he was watchfully waiting-an opportunity which by 
timely "deviatiotl. from e -;tablished internationl.l rules and pre­
cedents" might be improved t.o successfully &ccomplish the great 
object in view; and we are quite prepared for the exultant en­
thusiasm with which in a letter to the Sute Dep::trtment dated 
February 1, 1893, he declares; "The Hawaiian pear is now fully 
ripe and this is the golden hour for the United States to pluck it." 

As a further illustration of the activity of this diplomatic rep­
resentative, attention is calbd to the fact that on the day the 
above letter was written, apparently unable longer to restrain 
his ardor, he issued a proclamation whereby" in the name of the 
Unit-ed States" he aBsumed the protection of the Hawaiian Is­
lands and declared that s:1id action was ' taken pending and sub­
ject to negotiations at Washington." Of course this assumption 
of a protectorate was promptl.v disavowed by our GovernJl?.ent, 
but the American flag remained over the Government building at 
Honolulu and the forces remained on guard until April, and after 
Mr. Blount's arrival on the scene, when both were removed. 

A brief statement of the occurrences th j,t led to the subver­
sion.of the constitutional Government of Hawaii in the interests 
of annexation to the United States will exhibit the true com-
plexion of that transaction. _ 

On Ss tnrday, January 14, 1893, the Queen of Hawaii1 who had 
been contemphting the proclamation of a new constitution, had, 
in deference to the wishes and remonstrances of her cabinet, re­
nounced the projBct for the present at least. Taking this re­
linquished purpoge as a basis of action, citizens of Honolulu 
numbering from 50 to 100, mostly resident aliens, met in a pri­
vate office ·and selected a so-called committee of safety, com­
posed of thirteen persons, seven of whom were foreign subjects, 
and consisted of five Americans, one Englishman, and one Ger­
man. This committee, though its designs were not revealed, 
ha-d in view nothing less th .n annexation to the United States, 
and between Saturday, the 14th, and the following Monday, the 
16th of January-though exactly what action was taken ma.y not 
be clearly disclosed-they were certainly in communication with 
the United States minister. 

On Monday morning the Queen and her cabinet made public 
proclamation, with a notice which was specially served UJlOn 
the representath·es of all foreign Governments, that an.v changes 
in the constitution would be sought only in the methods pro­
vided bytha.t in3trument. Nevertheless, at the call and under the 
auspices of the committee of safety a mass-meeting of citizens 
was held on that day to protest against the Queen's alleged ille­
gal and unlawful proceedings and purposes. Even at this meet­
ing the committee of safety continued to disguise their real 
nurpose and contented themselves with procuring the passa.ge 
of a resolution denouncing the Queen and empowering the com­
mittee to devise ways and means "to secure the permanent 
maintenance of law and order andtthe protection of life, liberty, 
and property in Hawaii." 

This meeting adjourned between 3 and 4 o'clock in the after­
noon. On the same day, and immediately after such adjourn­
ment, the committee, unwilling to take further steps without 
the cooperation of the United States minister, addressed him a 
note repres ~nting that the public safety was menaced and that 
lives and property were in danger, :l.Ild concluded as follows: 
';We are unable to protect ourselves without aid, and therefore 
pray for the protection of the United States forces/' Whatever 
may be thought of the other contents of this note, the absolute 
truth of this latter shtement is incontestable. When the note 
was written and delivered, the committee, so far as it appeirs, 
had neither a man nor a gun at their command, and after its de­
livery they became so panic-str icken at their position that they 
sent some of their number to interview the minister and re­
quest him not to land the United St::Ltes forces till the next 
morning. 

But he replied that the troops had been orderad, and whether 
the committee were ready or not the landing should mke place. 
And so it happened that on the 16th day of January, 181:13, be­
tween 4 and 5 o clock in the afternoon, a de~hment of marines 
from the Unit~d St tes steamer Boston with two pieces· of artil­
lery, landed ~t Honolulu. The men, upwards of 160 in all, were 
supplied with double cartridge belts filled with ammunition and 

. 
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with haversacks and canteens, and were accompanied by a hos­
pital corps with stretchers and medical supplies. This military 
demonstration upqn the soil of Honolulu was of itself an act of 
war, unless made either with the consent of the Government of 
Kawaii or for the bona fide purpose of protecting the imperilled 
lives and property of citizens of the United States. 

But there is no pretense of any such consent on the part of the 
Government of the Queen, which at that time was undisputed 
and was both the defacto and the de jure Government. In point 
of fact the existing Government instead of requesting the pres­
ence of an at·med force protested against it. There is as little 
basis for the pretense that such forces were landed for the se­
curity of Americ:m life and property. If so, they would have 
been stationed in the vicinity of such p·roperty, and so as to pro­
tect it, instead of at a distance, and so as to command the Har 
waiian Government building and palace .. Admiral Skerrett, 
the officer in command of our naval force on the Pacific station, 
has frankly stated that in his opinion the loc:ttion of the troops 
wasina.dvisable if they were landed for-the protection of Ameri­
can citizens whose residences and places of business, as well as 
the legation and consulate, were in a distant part of the city, but 
the location selected was a wise one if the forces were landed for 
ths purpose of supporting the Provisio~:hl Government. . 

If any peril to lile and pr0perty callmg for any such mart1al 
array had existed, Great Britain and other foreign powers in­
terested would not have been behind the United States in activ­
ity to pr{)tect their citizens. But they made no sign in that di­
rection. When these armed men were landet1, the city of Hon­
olulu was in its customary orderly and peaceful condition. There 
was no symptom of riot or disturbance in any quarter. Men, 
women, and chlldren were about the streets as usual, and noth-

, ing varied the ordin'll'y routine or disturbed the ordinary tran­
quility, except the landing of the Boston's marines and their 
march through the town to the quarters assigned them. Indeed, 
thefactthataft ~r h a.vingcalledforthelandingof the UnitedSt Ltes 
forces on the plea of danger to life and property, the committee 
of s:Uety themsalves requested the Minister to postpone action, 
expr sed the untruthfulness of their representations of present 
peril to life and property. . 

The peril they saw was an anticipation growing out of guilty 
intentions on ,their part and something which, though not then 
existing, they knew would certainly follo-w their attempt to over­
throw the Government of the Queen without the aid of the 
United States forces. 

Thus it appears that Hawaii was taken. possession of by the 
United Statesforces without the consent or wish of the Govern­
ment of the islands, or of -anybody else so far as shown, except 
the Unit~d States minister. 

Therefore the military occupation of Honolulu by the United 
States on the day mentioned was wholly without justification, 
eithel' as an o~cupation by consent or as an occupation necessi'­
ta.ted by dangers threatening American life and property. It 
must be accounted for in some other way and on some other 
ground, and its real motive and purpose are neither obscure nor 
far to seek. 

The United States forces being now on the scene and favorably 
stationed, the committee proceeded to carry out their original 
scheme. They met the next morning, Tuesday, the 17th, per­
fected the plan of temporary government, and fixed upon its 
principal officers, ten of whom were drawn from the thirteen 
members of the committee of safety. Between 1 and 2 o'clock1 

by squads and by different routes to avoid notice, and hav­
ing first hken the precaution of ascertaining whether there 
was any one there to oppose them, they proceeded to the Gov­
ernment building to proclaim the new government. 

No sign of opposition was manifest! and thereupon an Amer­
ican citizen began to read the proclamation from the steps of 
the Government building almost entirely without auditors. It 
is said that before the reading was finished quite a concourse of 
persons, variously estimated at from fifty to one hundred, some 
armed and some unarmed, gathered about the committee to give 
them aid and confidence. Th1s statement is not important, since 
the one controlling factor in the whole affair was unquestionably 
the United States marines, who, drawn up under arms and with 
artillery in readiness only 76 yards distant, dominated the situa­
tion. 

The Provisional Govern;ment thus proclaimed was by the terms 
of the proclamation "to exist until terms of union with the 
United States had been negotiated and agreed uron." The 
U~ted States mini~te~, pursuant to prior agreement~ recognized 
this Government w1thrn an hour after the reading of the proc­
lamation, and before 5 o·cloc~ in answer to an inquiry on behalf 
of the- Queen and her cabinet, announced that he had done so. 

When our minister recognized the Provisional Government the 
only basis upon which it rested was the fact that the committee 
of safety had, in the manner above stated, declared it to exist. 

It was neither a . government de facto nor Clej'ure. That it was 
not in such possession of the Government property and agencies 
as entitled it to recognition is conclu;;ively proved by a note 
found in the files of the legation at Honolulu, addressed by the 
declared head of the Provisional Government to Minister Stev­
ens, dated January 17, ~893, in which he acknowledges with ex­
pressions of appreciation the minister's recognition of the Pro­
visional Government, and states that it is not yet in the possession 
of the station house (the place where a large numbet• of the 
Queen's troops were quartered ), though the s1me had been de­
manded of the Queen's officers in charge. Nevertheless, this 
wrongful recognition by our minister placed the Government of 
the Queen in a position of mo>3t perilous perplexity. 

On the one hand she had possession of the palace, of the bar­
racks, and of the police station~ and had ather command at least 
500 fully armed men and several pieces of artillery. Indeed, the 
whole military force of her kingdom was on her side and at her 
disposal, while the committee of safety, by actual search, illi.d 
discovered that there were but very few arms-in Honolulu that 
were not in the service of the Government. In this state of 
things, if the Queen could have dealt with the insurgents alone, 
her course would have been plain and the result unmistakable. 
But the United States had aJlied itself with her enemies had 
recognized them as the true government of Hawaii, and had put 
her and her adherents in the position of opposition against law­
ful authority. She knew that she could not withstand the power 
oi the United States, but she believed that she might safely 

. trust to its justice. 
Accordingly, some hours after the recognition of the Provi­

sional Government by the United States minister, the palace, the 
barracks, and the police station, with all the military resources 
of the country, were delivered up by the Queen upon the repre­
sentation inade t~ her that her cJ.use would thereafter be re­
viewed at Washington, and while protesting that she surren­
dered to the superior force of the United States, whose minister 
had caused United States troops to be landed at Honolulu and 
declared that he would support the Provisional Government, and 
that she yielded her authority to prevent collision of armed 
forces and loss of life and only until such time as the United 
States, upon the facts being presented to it, should undo the 
action of its representative and reinstate her in the authority 
she claimed as the constitutional sovereign of the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

This protest was delivered to the chief of the Provisional Gov­
ernment. who endorsed thereon his a.ckowled~ment of its re­
ceipt. The terms of the protest were read without dissent by 
those assuming to constitute the Provisional Government, who 
were certainly charged with the knowledge that the Queen instead 
of finally abandoning her power had appealed to the justice of 
the United States for r .... instatement in her authority; and yet 
the Provisional Government, with this unanswered protest in its 
hand, hastened to negotiate with the United Shtes for the per­
manent banishment of. the Queen from power and for a sJJe of .... 
her kingdoiiL. 

Our country was fn danger of occupying the position_ of having 
actually set up a temporary government on foreign soil for the 
purpose of acqmring through that agency territory which we 
had wrongfully put in its .Possession. The control of both side3 
of a bargain acquired in such a manner is called by a familiar 
and unpleasant name when found in private transactions. We 
are not without a precedent showing how scrupulously we avoided 
such accusations in former days. After the people of Texas had 
declared their independence of Mexico they resolved that on the 
acknowledgment of their independence by the UnitPd St-~tes 
they would seek admission into the Union. Several months after 
the battle of San Jacinto, by which Texan independence was 
practicallyas3ured and eatab.ished, President Jackson declined 
to recognize it, alleging as one of his reasons that in the circum­
stances it.became us ''to beware of a too early movement, as it 
might subject us, however unjustly, to the imputation of seeking 
to establish the claim of our neighbors to a territory with a view 
to its subsequent acquisition by ourselves.>' This is in marked 
contrast with the hasty recognition of a government openly and 
concededly set up for _the purpose of tendering to us territorial 
annexation. • 

I believe that a candid and thorongh examination of the facts 
will force the conviction that the Provision'll Government owes 
its existence to an armed invasion by the United States. FLtir­
minde<ipeople, with the evidence before them, will hardly claim 
that the H:-twaiian Government was overth t·own by the people 
of the islands, or that the Provisional Government has e\er ex­
isted with their consent. I do not underst.and that any member 
of this Government claims that the people would uphold it by 
their suffrages if they were allowed to vote on the question. 

While naturally sympathizing with every effort to establish a . 
republican-form of govern.mentt it has been the settled policy of 
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the United St:.Ltes to concede to -people of foreign countries the 
same freedom and independence in the management of their 
domestic affairs tha.t we have always claimed for ourselves; and it 
has been our practice to recognize r evolutionary governments as 
soon as it became apparent that they were supported by the 
people. For illustra tion of this rule I need only to refer to the 
revolution in Brazil in 1889, when our minister was instructed 
to recognize the Republic ' 'so soon as a majority of the people of 
Brazil should ha ve signified their a..;sent to its establishment and 
maintenance;" to the revolution in Chile in l~Yl, when our min­
ister was directed to recognize the new Government ''il it was 
accepted by the people;" and to the revolution in Venezuela in 
18!:12, when our recognition was accorded on condition that the 
new Government was " fully established, in possession of the 
power of the na.tion , and accepted by the people." 

As I apprehend the situation, we are brought face to face with 
the following conditions: 

The lawful Government of H awaii was overthrown without the 
drawing of a sword or the firing of a shot by a proce <severy step 
of which, it may safely be asserted, is directly trace~ble to and 
dependent for its success upon t}le agency of the United States 

· acting through its diplomatic and naval represent:ttiv~s. 
But for the not orious predilections of the United States minis­

ter for annexation, the committee of sJ.fety, which sho~ld be 
c~lled the committee of annex.J.tion , would never have e xisted. 

But for the landing of the United St1i.tes forces upon false pre­
texts respecting the d:1.nger to lite and property the committee 
would never have exposed themselves to the pains and penalties of 
treason by undertaking the subveri3ion of the Queen's Govern­
ment. 

But for the presence of the United States forces in the imme­
dh te vicinity and in position to a:ltord all needed protection and 
suppor t the committee would not have proclaimed the Provi­
sioual Government from the steps of the Government building. 

And finally, but for the lawless occupation of Honolulu under 
false pretexts by the United States forces, and but fo r Minister 
Stevens' recognition of the Provisional Government when the 
United States forces were its sole support and constit~ted. its 
only military strength, the Queen and her Government would 
ne ver h ave yielded to the Provision:1l Government, even for a 
time and for the sole purpose of submitting her case to the en­
li~htened justice of the United States. 

Believing , therefore, that the United Sts.tes cou1d not, under 
the circumshnces disclosed, ann-ex the islands without justly 
incurrino- tbe imputation of acquiring them by unjustifiable 
m3thods~ I shall not again submit the tre:tty of annexation to 
the Sen ::tte for its consideration, and in the instructioas to Miq­
is ter Willis, a copy of which accomp:tnie3 this mess.ctg e, I have 
directed him to so inform the Provisional Government. 

But in the presen t inst:1nce our duty does not, in my opinion, 
en:l with r efusing to consummate this questionable trans~ction. 
It has been the bo~st of our Gove rnment that it seeks to do jus­
tice in all things without regard to the strength or weakness of 
tho3e with whom it deals. I mbh ke the Amer ican people if 
they favor the odious doctrine· that thera is no such thing as in­
ternational morality, ~h-:tt there is one law for .a strong nation 
and another for a we 'lk one, and that even by indirection a 
strong power may with impunity despoil a weak one of its ter­
ritory. 

B J an act of war, committed with the p:1rticipation oi a diplo­
matic represenbtive of the United Shtes and without authority 
of Congress, t~e Government oi a feeble but friendly and con­
fiding people has been overthrown. A subst mtial wrong has 
thus been done which a due regard for our national char acter as 
well as the rights of the injured people requires we should en­
deavor to repair. TheProvisionalGovernmenthas notassumed a 
republican or other constitutional form, but h as remained a me :·e 
executive council or olig-archy , set up without the -~ ssent of the 
people. It has not sought to find a permanent basis of popular 
support and has given no evidence of an int3ntion to do so. In­
dGed, the represent tives of that Government assert that the 
people of Hawaii are unfit for popular government and frankly 
avow that they can ba be.3t ruled by arbitrary or despotic 
power. 

The law of nations is founded upon reason and justice. and the 
rules of conduct governin~ individu ~1 reLtions between citiz~ns 
or subjects of a civilizetl St.:Lt e are eq u:Uly applicable as between 
enlightened nations . The consider <ttions thatinternationallaw 
is without a court for its en~orcement, and that obedience to its 
commands practically depends upon good faith, inste'ld of upon 
the mandate of~ superior tribunal, only give additional sanction 
to the la w it.s9lf, and brand any deliberate infrac tio,n of it not 
merely as a wrong but as a disgrace. A m~n of true honor pro­
tect1 the unwritten word which binds his conscience mo ~-e scrupu­
lou~ly if possible , th!tn he does th3 bond a bre:~.ch of which sub­
jects him·to legal liabilities; and the United States, inaimingto 
maintain itself as one of the most enli2"htened of nations, would 

--

do its citizens gross injustice if it applied to its international re­
lations any other than a high standard of honor and morality. 

On that ground the united States .can not properly be put in ­
the position of countenancing a wrong after its commission any 
mor·e th:m in- that of consenting to it in advance. On that 
ground it can not allow itself to refuse to redress an injury in­
fiicted through an abuse of power by officers clothed with its 
authority and wearing its uniform; and, on the !5ame ground. if 
a feeble but friendly state is in danger of being robbed of its in­
dependencB and its sovereignty by a misuse of the name and 
power of the United St:ttes, the United S tl.!.tes can not fail to vin­
dica.te its honor and its sense of justice by an earnest effort to 
make all possible reparation. 

These principles apply to the present case with irresistible 
force when the special conditions of the Queen's surrender of her 
sovereignty are recalled. She surrendered not to the Provi­
sional Governmen t, but to the United S tates. She surrendered 
not absolutely and perm~nently, but temporarily and condition· 
ally until such time as the facts could be considered by the United 
States. Furthermore, the P rovisional Government acquiesced 
in her sm·render in that manner and on those terms, not onty by 
tacit consent, but through the positive acts of some members of 
that Government who urgedherpe!iceable submission, not merely 
to avoid bloodshed, but because she could place implicit r eliance 
up:m the justice of the United States! and that the whole sub­
ject would be finally considered at Washington. 

I have not, however, overlooked an incident of this unfortu­
nate a1'fair which remains to be mentioned. The members of the 
Provisional Government and their supporters, though not en­
titled to extreme sympathy, have been led to their p resent pre· 
dicamant of revolt against the Government of the Queen by the 
indefensible encouragement and assistance of our diplomatic rep­
resentative. Thi~ fact may entitle them to claim th .. t in our 
effor t to rectify the wrong committed some r egard should be had 
for their safety. This sentim~nt is strongly seconded by my 
anxiety to do nothing which would invite eii her ha.rah retJ.lia· 
tion on the p::trt of the Queen or violence and bloodshe:l in any 
qu:trter. 

In the belief that the Queen, as well as her enemies, would be 
willing to adopt such a cour se as would meet these conditions, 
and in view of the fact that both the Queen and the Ptovisional 
Government had at one time app:.1rently acquiesced in a refer­
ence of the entire case to the United States Go rernmeat, and 
considering the further fact tbat in any event the Provisional 
Government by its own declared limitation was only "to exist 
until terms of un ion with. the Unitei States of Americ :1 have 
been negotiated and agreed upon, ' I hoped that after the assur· 
ance to the members of that Gover nment th at such union could 
not be consummated I might compass a peaceful adjustment of 
the difficulty. 

Actuated by these desires and purposes, and not unmindful of the 
inherent perplexities of the situation nor of the limit:1tions upon 
my power, I instructed Minis ter Willis to advise the Queen and 
her supporters of my d(lsire to aid in the restoration of the status 
existing be:ore the lawless landing of th~ United States forces 
at Honolulu on th e 16th of J annary last, if such res ~ora.t.ion could 
be effected upon terms providing for clemency as well as justice 
to all parties concerned. The conditions suggested, as the in­
st ructions show, contemplate a generAl amnesty to those con­
cerned in setting up the Provisional Government and a recogni­
tion of all its bona. fide acts and obligations. 

In short, they require that the p.'i st should be buried, and that 
the restored govenmentshould reassumeitsauthorityasifitscon­
tinuity had not been interrupted. These conditions have not 
proved acceptable to the Queen, and though she has been in­
formed that they will be insisted upon, and that, unless acceded 
to, the efforts of the President to aid in the restoration of her 
go vernment will cease, I have not thus fa·: learned that she is 
wilJing to yield them her acquiescence. The check which my 
plans have thus encountered has prevented their present .1tion 
to the members of the Provisional Government, while unfortu­
nate public misrepresentations of the situation and exaggerated 
statements o r the sentiments of our people have obviously in­
jured the prospects of successful Executive mediation. 

I therefore submit this communication with its accompanying 
exhibits. emb1·acing Mr. Blount's report, the evidence and st .LW­
ments taken by him at Honolulu, the instructions given to both 
Mr. Blount and Minister Willis, and correspondence connected 
with the affair in hand. 

In commending this subject to the extended powers and wide 
discretion of the Cong re~s , I desire to add the assurance that I 
sh::1 ll be much gratified to co:.ipera te in any legislative plan which 
may be devised for the solution of the pr Jblem before us which 
is eonsistent with American honor, integrit.v, and morality. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

Washington, Decemba 18, 1893. 
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Mr. CHANDLER. I ask for the reading of three papers ac­

companying- the message, the instructions of the Secretary of 
State to Minister Willis, dated October 18, November 24, and 
December 3. 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator from New Hampshire to 
permit the Secretary, before complying with that request, to 
read a list of the documents which come with the message, so 
that we mav understand what is here? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I yield for that purpose, if there is such a 
list. 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose the Secretary can give a summary of 
tlie documents which come with the message. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States in response 
to a resolution of the Senate, which the Secretal'y will read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
To th.e Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a. resolution passed by the Senate on the 6th instant, 
I hereby transmit revorts of the Secretaries of State and of the Navy, with 
copies of all instructiOns given to the respective diplomatic a.nd naval rep­
resentatives of the United States in the Hawaiian Islands since the {th day 
of March, 1881. touching the matters specified in the resolution. 

It has seemed convenient to include in the present communication to the 
Senate copies of the diplOmatic correspondence concerning the political con­
dition of Hawaii. prepared for transmission to the Rouse or Representat ives 
in response to a later resolution passed by that body on the 13th instant. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

Washtngton, December 18, 1893. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ·Now, unless someone wishes to have all 
the accompanying documents read, I ask for the reading of those 
which I have indicated. · 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to have the list of documents ac­
companying the message read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as re­
quested. 

The SECRETARY. List of papers. First-
Mr. HOAR. I will waive my request until after that oi the 

Senator from New Hampshire has been complied with, and the 
clerks can then get the list ready. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I suggest to the Senator from 
New Hampshire whether it would not be better to read the in­
structions to Mr. Blount first, and take them in order. 

Mr. HALE and others. Oh, no. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The papers indicated by the Sena­

tor from New Hampshire will be read by the Secretary. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

liB. GRESHAM TO MR. WILLIS. 

[No. 4.-Confidential.] 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, October 18, 1899. 
Sm: Supplementing the general instructions which you have received 

with regard to your official duties. it is necessary to communicate to you, in 
confidence, special instructions for your guidance in so far as concerns the 
relation o:t the Government of the United States towards the de facto gov-
ernment or the Hawaiian Islands- · 

Mr. BUTLER. May I inquire what the motion is in regard 
to the reading of those papers? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from South Carolina that there is no motion pending. The Sen­
ator from New Hampshire LMr. CHANDLER] called for the read­
ing of certain papers transmitted by the President with the 
message which has been read. 
· Mr. BUTLER. Would it not be just as well to h :tve those 

communications printed? Why delay and waste the time of the 
Senate in r eading them? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire 
called for the reading of the papers, and no objection has been 
interposed. · 

Mr. BUTLER. I un ierst3.nd, and I appen.l to the Senator just 
to allow them to be pt·inted. I have no objection to their being 
read but-- · 
M~. CHANDLER. If the S3nator will allow me, I will state 

that it would t:tke a long time to print all the documents which 
have been t ransmitted with the message. My eye has rested 
upon three ver y shortcommunications which I think it would ba 
useful to the Senate to hear raad at this time; but if Senators 
prefer to have a ll t he accomp~mying papers read, ofcoursei will 
withdraw the request th :~.t those three sh.:Lll ba read. However 
I know these communications the Senate will wish to hear, and 
as they contain substanti tlly the instructions given by the Secre­
tary of Shte I think they ought to be read in open Sen Lte. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have not the slightest objection to the let­
ters being read, so far as I am personally concerned. The only 
point I make is that it is an unnecess1.ry consumption of time; 
that is all. I do not desire to have them all read. -

Mr. CHANDLER. It would not hke five minutes to read 
those I have indicated. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I desire to say a single word. All these 

papers ought to be read together'· or else none of them except 
the message itself should be read. The rest should be ordered 
to be printed. I do not think it fair at all that a Senator should 
pick out certain portions of the communications, aside from the 
message, in order to have them read at this time. They A!lould 
stand together. The communication the President made to us 
has been read, and if it is the sense of the Senate to hear more, 
we should he:1r all; if not, we should publish the message and 
accompanying documents. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Chair understand the ­
Senator from Indiana to call for the reading of the accompany­
ing documents? 

Mr. VOORHEES. No, sir~ I do not. I object to the reading 
unless it is the sense of the Senate, but I am not going to call 
for it~ it must be expressed in soma other w ty than upon a re­
quest of mine . However, I shall object to the reading of gar· 
bled extract,g and excerpts that suit the occasion. I do not ask 
for the entire reading, but these papers should be published as 
accompanying documents, as is usually the rule. What I object 
to is the reading of excerpts here and there, spots and places. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will sta,te to the Senator 
from Indiana that the request of the Senator from New Hamp­
shire was that certain papers which he indicated should be read. 
No objection having been interposed, the Chair ordered them to 
be read, and the Secretary had commenced to read the papers 
called for. / · 

Mr. VOORHEES. I must beg pardon of the Chair; I was not 
aware that the Secretary had proceeded to that sta.ge. I did not 
know that consent had be3n implied and that the reading had 
commenced, or I would have objectt~d sooner. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will take but a few moments to read the 
pat.:ers which have been specified. 

Mr. BUTLER. I happened to be absent from the Chamber 
in the cloak room at the moment when the reading of the papers 
was commenced, and when I came in I simply made the inquiry 
which I did of the Chair and an appeal to the Senator from New 
Hampshire. :h·ow, if it is in order, andlhave a right to make 
an objection, I shall object to the further readin~ of the letters; 
and I wo:.Ud accompany that with a motion to refer the message 
with the accompanyjng- documents to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and that they be printed. 

Mr. FRYE. I hope the Senator will not do that. These in­
structions to Mr. Willis we have been waiting for with great 
anxiety, and there is an intense desire on the part of Senators 
to know what those instructions were. The President has sent 
in the instructions, and 'now the simple request is that those in­
structions mav be read. It will not take five minutes. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the Senator from Maine whether all 
the papers will not be published by to-morrow morning, and 
then the basis for the instructions will also be published, so that 
we can see the basis and the re.1son for the instructions them­
selves. 

Mr. FRYE. But the President has given us, and it has been 
read to-day, the full basis of all those instructions. 

Mr. FAULKNER In substance. 
Mr. FRYE. Very c::~.refully drawn, too~ as ably as any advo· 

cate could have done it. It seems to me there ought not to be 
an objection to the reading. 

Mr. B UTLER. I do not object to the country knowing ev­
erything that has been communicated, but I submit that the 
reading is a waste of time, that is all. 

Mr . .!:!'RYE. It will not take five minutes. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not the slightest objection to every­

thing being given to the public; but, as the Senator from Indiana 
h R.S suggested why the accompmyingdocuments should be gar­
bled and a part read and not all, I can not understand. I shall 
insist upon my objection. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Sen<:ttor from South Carolina al­
low me? In view of the statement which the two Senators have 
made that app::trently there is an attempt to have read in the 
Senate garbled extracts, I think it wise that I should state what 
led me to select these three documents. 

I went to the desk and asked that I might see the package 
which accompanied the President's message. I found that it 
contained a large amount of matter, much of which I t~ought 
had been already printA and given to the public. I noticed, 
however three short communications which cons titu ted. the in­
structions given by Secreta.ry Gresham on th ~ d.ttes n.mied, Oc­
tober l K. November 24, and December 3, the dcty before Congress 
met, which I s.:tw could be re :1d in five minutes; and therefore I 
indicated those as documents which I thought might very well 
be read to the SeD.3>te. I made no invidious selection. I se­
lected those which I thought the Senate would want to hear. 
It seems to me that either all should be read or that at least 
these three shou1d be read, and that no good is to be accom­
plished by the Senator from South Carolina in opposing the read· 
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ing of these three short documents, which contain the sum and 
substance of all the people of the country at this time want to 
know and which thev now wish to know very mueh. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from New 
Hampshire whether the other documents, the reading of which 
he did not call for, h avenot been all or nearly all printed before, 
and discussed by the Senate? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It occurred to me that they had. 
Mr. H 0 AR. So only the reading of the new ones is asked for. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I may be mistaken about that, but I knew 

these had not been made public, and therefore I selected them. 
Mr. HARRIS. I rose simply for the purpose of suggesting 

that the President's message is always read, and every prece­
dent is aaairut raiding the accomp nying documents. Now, 
let the moessage go to the appropriate committee with the ac­
comp nying documents. Thet·e need be no delay. That com­
mit lee C 3.D. determine which of the accompanying documents 
shall be printed and go to the public. One day is not going to 
be very prejudicial to the great interests of this country or to 
any individual. 

Mr. BUTL~R. I merely desire to say in reply to what has 
fallen irom the Senator from New Ha,mpshire that I think he 
and the Senator from Mas achusetts and the Senate and the 
whole count y will survive until to-morrow, when perhaps these 
documents c n be printed. I have not the slightest objection 
that e verything in connection with the Presidents message and 
the Hawaiian matter from beginning to end shall be given to 
the public. I have no such motive a.s that. I h ave no desire to 
suppress anything, but I merely made the motion in tbe interest 

· of what I thought was good, practical common sense, economy of 
time, etc. 

Now, I renew my motion tp refer tb.e message with the ac­
companying documents to the Commit tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr . FRY E. I sugge5t to the Senator to change, if he makes 
it, to one to print and refer. 

Mr . BUTLER. I have not the sliahtest objection. 
Mr . CHANDLER. I rise to a question of order. 
The VICE -PRESID~NT. The Senator from New Hampshire 

will stJ.te his question of order. 
Mr. CHA1WLER. I understood that the reading of the 

papers had commenced at my request and by unanimous con­
sent . The SenJ.tor from South Carolina interrupted the read­
ing with a suggestion, which I was glad to hear; but it seems 
to me that now the reading should proceed under the order 
which had been made before the Senator rose. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Before this matter passes away, I desire 
to say in justice to myself that I had not tbe slightest concep­
tion or knowledge-I could not h ave had-nf wh,at the Senator 
from New Hampshire desired to have read. It was not because 
it wa£ one thing or another that I objected, but on the ground 
state d so well by the Senatm· from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]. I 
knew that every precedent of the business of the Senate was 
agsinst such a proceeiing~ ana I did not hear1 I could not hear, 
what the Senator from New Hampshire indicated as desiring to 
have read. It is not because I want to suppress the re~tding of 
anything. Of course it is not. We shall be ready not merely 
to have read and heard and read ourselves, but we shall be ready 
to consider all these questions before tb.e American people. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to a point of order. It strikes me 
tha.t under the usages of the Sen~tte these papers can not be read 
except on motion and the action of the Senate by a majority vote. 
In reference to the question whether the reading by the Secre­
ta-ry bad been begun, I desire to· say that the Senator from South 
Carolina, at the very moment the Secretary commenced reading 
the document called for by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
rose and addressed the Chair, and the Secretary had not pro~ 
ceeded over two or three lines before the President of the Sen­
ate recognized the Senator from South Carolina, and he made 
the objecti on. 

Mr . CHANDLER. Will the Senator from West Virginia al­
low me to interrupt him? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Of course. 
Mr. CHANDLER. In view of that statement I withdraw the 

claim that the reading shall proceed under the announcement of 
the Chair, and cill the attention of the Chair to Rule XI1 which 
is pertinent_ to the suggestion which the Senator from West Vir­
ginia has just made. I am willing to have the case disposed of 
under that rule. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read Rule XI. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

RULE XI. 
OBJECTION TO READING A PAPER. 

When the reading or a. paper is called for, and object-ed to, it shaJl be de­
termine::l by a. vote of the Senate, Without debate. 

The VICE~PRESIDENT. Under the rule, the Chair­
Mr. HOAR. I call for the _ye-as and nays on the question. 

Mr. MANDERSON~ I hope the Chair will ree:lll the fact that 
during the extra .session, lately closed, the question of the con­
struction of this rule arose in the Senate, and there seemed to 

·be an almost unanimous consent that the ®Gision of the Chair 
at that time was correct, and that the rule applies to papers 
which are in the nature of public documents. A public docu­
ment can be read at the desk on the vote of the Senate; a paper 
no t a pablic document can not be read at the desk, under Rule 
XI, if it be objected to. That seems to me to be the distinction. 
If unanimous consent is asked and objection is made to the reJ.d­
ing of any part of these communications, I submit that it is the 
,right of any Senator to move that the p 'lper be read notwith­
standing the objection, and it is within the power of the major­
ity to order its read]nz . 

The VICE-PRESIDE..~T. The Chair will state to the Sena­
tor from Nebraska that the rule announced is the rule the Chair 
adheres to, and the Chair, under Rule XI, submits to the Senate 
the question. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to say, in justice to the views I 
myself take of the rule, that I suggested in the remarks I made 
that the paper could only be read on the motion of a Senator and 
by a vote of the Senate. The construction of the Senator from 
Nebraska is, I think, clearly correct. The only objection I h ave 
to the reading of the p_tpers is that I think we ought to send all 
the papers to the public at the same time. The Senator from 
Massachusetts is entirely mistaken when he is under the im­
pression that the papers a-ecompanying the message have al~ 
ready been published. Many of them refer back to a period 
anterior to those which have bee-n heretofore published. 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise to a p ::trliament..vy inquiry 
The VICE-P RESIDENT. The Senator will state his parlia­

mentary inquiry. 
Mr. BUTLER. I inquire if the motion to commit does not 

supersede the motion which is now about to be submitted by the 
Chair? I have a motion pending to refer the message and the 
accompanying documents to the Committee on Foreign Rela­
tions, and that they be printed. I inquire if that does not take 
precedence, under Rule XI, of the motion just submitted? 

Mr. MI.LL.q. I desire on th::tt sub~ect t-o call the attention or 
the Chair to Rule XXII, which reads: 

When a question is pending no motio:a sha.ll be .received butr­
To adjourn, 
To adjourn to a day certain, or that when the Senate adjourn it sho.ll be to 

a day certain, 
To take a recess, 
To proceed to the consideration of executive business, 
To lay on the table, 
To postpone indefinitely, 
To postpone to a. day certain, 
To commit. 
There is now a subject being considered by the Senate ... I do 

not care what the subject may be or what stage it may have at­
tained in the consideration of the Senate, it is pending and that 
pending question ' is the question made by the Senator from New 
Hampshire to proceed to the reading of a paf)er. The Senate 
has a right to adjourn pending that motion or to fix a date to 
which it will adjourn, or to t ake a recess, or to proceed to the 
consideration of executive business, or to commit the whole sub­
ject to a committee, all these motions having precedence of the 
other motion. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. MILLS. Yea, sir. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I think the Senator from Texas is mis­

taken. A motion has not been made by me that a paper be read'; 
but I called for the reading of a particular paper in connection 
with the President's message. The Chair has stated that under 
Rule XI the question whether it shall be read or not, it baing 
objected to, is to be submitted to a vote of the Senate. I respect­
fully suggest to the Chair that the motion to refer without read­
ing ought not to intervene upon that transaction. How can the 
Senate know whether it wants to refer the paper or not until it 
determines whether or not it will have it read? The question 
is not upon a motion, but upon a rule. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator will allow me, suppose, pend­
ing the request or motion, whichever it may be, of the Senator 
from New H ampshire, I move that the Senate take a recess, can 
anybody doubt that that is in order? If I move that the Senate 
adjour~ can anybody doubt that that is in 01·der? If I move, as 
the Senator from South Carolina has moved, that this matter 
should be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, Rule 
XXII says that motion takes precedence of the motion to read. 
Th~re can be no doubt about it. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Pre.:lident, the statement made by my friend, 
the Senator from New Hampshire, does not change the condi­
tion. He says he did not make the motion, but the rules do make 
the motion, whether he made it or not. When a bill is pending 
before the Sen:1te, it m'1y be to engross, nobo:iy moves to engross, 
but the Chair puts the motion because the rule puts it; it maybe 

' 

I 
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to commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole, and the Chair 
p uts that motion, and it goes to the Committee of the Whole; it 
may be to g o out of Committee of the Whole into the Senate: no 
one makes that motion· the rules already provide for the motion 
and makes the motion . The Chair simply puts the motion be­
cause parlhmentJ.ry law requires the motion to be put and pre­
scribes the motions and the order in which they shall be made. 

The Senat9 was proceeding under the motion made by the 
rules, whether it was made by a Senator or not, to the considera­
tion of this question, and pending the consider·a.tion of the ques­
tion the S~nator from South C~rolina (Mr. BUTLER] made a 
privileged motion having precedence of that of the Senn.tor from 
New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], which is to commit: and it 
has precedence of every other motion except those motions 
enumerated, ns my friend from Tennessee [Mr. HARRISj says, 
in the same rule and giving precedence to them. 

The VICE-PRE8IDEN1'. The Chair will state that under 
Rule XI no motion is n·~cessuy in order that the sense of the 
Senate may be t .tken in regard to the objection of the Senator· 
from South Carolina to the reading of the paper; it is a matter for 
the Senate to d~termine; and pending the vote, the Senator 
from South Carolina moves to commit to the Committee on For­
eign Rel tiona. That the C~'lir holds t.o be a privileged ques­
tion and the Chair will submit that question to the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And that is a debats.ble q~estion. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I inquire of the Chair if the question is 

debatable? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is deba.table, as the 

Chair understands. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, it seems to me that it would 

be be3t for the Senate and for the country that these instructions 
should be read at this time. I can not conceive of any reason 
why Sen.:1tors should object. The Senator from South Carolina 
puts his objection distinctly upon the ground of the want of time. 
I beg to say to the Senator that he has himself occupied more 
time upon the floor than would have been required for the read­
ing- of all the p~pet~s for which I c:1lled. 

T..r:.e mess:.~ge of the President, which has been read at the desk, 
cont.1ins a st itement that he has not yet been able to restore the 
Queen of B:twaii because the conditions that there should be a 
general amnesty and a recognition of all the bona fide acts and 
obligations of the Provisional Government were not acceptable 
to the Queen. The President distinctly st_ates that this is the 
reason why he has accomplished nothing. 

I believe that the three papers for the reading of which I have 
asked, the instructions of Secretary Gresham to Minister Willis 
of O~tober 18, the instructions of November 24, and the telegram 
of December 3 will show to the Senate and to the country that 
the reason that the President's plan of resroration miscarried 
was not because the Queen was not willing to accept the con­
ditions of amnesty and a recognition of the acts oi the Provisional 
Govvrnment. but because s b.e could get no assurance that the 
Army of the United States should be used to restore her to the 

-throne and to m:.1int..<tin her upon the throne. 
I think, Mr. President, that the instructions, when they are 

read to the Senate, will prove that the President has been inac­
cur~te when he attributes the failure of his policy of restoration 
solely to the refusal of the Queen to grant amnesty to the mem­
bel's of the Provisional Government. I think that the Senate 
will have no doubt about the inaccuracy when we see those in­
structions. I think the Senate will also discover that there has 
been a disinganuousne.ss, to say the least, upon the part of the 
President in dealing with the Provisional Government of Ha­
waiL 
- It appears that the President expected when he signified his 
decree that the Queen should be restored and the Provisional 
Government destroyed, that thereupon there would be a uni­
versal acquiescence in his decision, and th:tt when the commu­
niCJ.tion was made known to the Queen of the intention of the 
President, the Queen was not merely unwilling-if she was so 
unwilling-to grant amnesty to the members of the Provisional 
Government, but was convinced that she could not be restored 
and could not be mJ.intained upon the throne without the Army 
of the United Shtes. Therefore it becomes material to know 
what the instructions were which were given by the President 
to Mr. Willis as to the use, if any, which should be made of the 
soldiers of the United States. 

If it should turn out that Mr. Willis was instructed that if the 
Queen asked whethet• or not the soldiers of the United States 
could be used to place her upon the throne and to keep her there, 
she should be told that the President had no authority to use the 
.A£ii.J.y for that purpose without the consent of Congress, but if the 
Provisicn::tl Government asked the very same question, whether 
or not the troops would be used to effect the restoration, that 
Govern ment should be told not as the Queen would be, that the 
Army would not be m-ed without the consent of Congr ess, but 

that the President felt bound to exert all h is constitutional 
powers to effect the restoration-if, I say, these should turn out 
to be the exact instructions, then I submit th'lt the Presiden t 
has disingenuously, at least, treated this subject in his mess!l.ge 
to Congress, and that he has not stated the case fully and exactly 
and literally as it exists: that is to say, that the hilure to C9l'ry 
out the plan o~ restoration was not because the Queen would not 
gr~mt amnesty to the members of the Prt,visional Government, 
and all persons who aided in establishing it, but because she 
could not get the assurances from Mr. Willis that the soldiers • 
of the United Sta.tes would be used to place her upon the throne 
and to maintain her there after she had been thus restored to 
her royalty. 

Mr. President, these are points upon which the country needs 
to be inform~d at thee· liest possible moment; upon which the 
Senate needs to be informed at the ea.rlie t possible moment; 
and why any Senator should object to having the exact and lit­
erJ.l instructions- of the SecretJ.ry of State, representino- the 
Presiden~, to Mr. Willis read at the Secretary's desk, whe; they 
ru'e so brief that they could have been read and could have been 
known to the Senate and could have gone to the countrv half an 
hour ago, it is impossible for me to conetive, unle s the ~Senators 
who make the olJjection fear the effect upon the country of the 
disclosures in some of these papers which are now unread and 
unpublished upon the table of the Senate. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, the Sen..'ttor from New 
Hampshire knows that that paper of instructionS is now in the 
press, in type; that it has been flashed all over the country, and 
the insinuation that any body is trying to suppress it is not 
worthy of the Senator or anbody else. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not know that the facts are as the 
Senat.Qr states. I think this is a mmt anomalous proceeding in 
the Senate of the United States. I never yet heard an objec­
tion made to the reading of a public p1.per upon the table of the 
Senate which could be read in five minutes; and I am at a loss 
to understand why the Senator from South Carolina, the Sena­
tor from Indiana, and the Senator from West Virginia. are so 
determined tha.t these three brief p::tpers, which ~ll this whole 
story: shall not be read from the Secretary's desk of the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President -
Mr. FAULKNER. As the Senator from New Hampshire re- ­

ferred to me, I would ask him, before he takeshisseat, if he has 
ever known any Senator to get up on the tl.oor of the Senate to 
request the reading of only portions of a paper accompanying a 
President's message, to tbe exclusion of all others? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, over and over again. Senators have 
gone to the desk when there were bulky com.munic:1tions and 
have asked that particular papers which contained the point of 
the whole case should be read. That has been done repeatedly. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would ask the Senator further, whether 
we may not disagree as to whether those threa papers contain 
the entire point and the. basis of the message of the President? 
It was for that reason that I objected. I am willing that the 
Senate shall sit here and have every paper accompanying the 
message read, but I am unwilling that the s~nator from New 
Hampshire, or any other Senator, shall select from the docu­
ments which accompany the message of the President a few, and 
then have the others postponed until to-morrow. 

I desire to say fu rther that the Senator knows that there is no 
suppressing of any information. The Senator knows that he can 
now ask for the reading of all the papers. 

Mr. HOAR. I rise to a question of order, Mr. President. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts 

rises to a question of order, which he will state. 
Mr. HOAR. The Senator from West Virginia. [Mr. FAULK­

NER] has not been recognized by the Chair as entitled to. the 
floor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Sena­
tor from West Virginia that the Chair had recognized the Sen­
ator from J\fassachusetts [~fr . HOAR]. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, I yield to my friend from West Virginia 
with entire pleasure, having asserted my right. [Laughter.] 

:1\-.fr. FAULKNER. I am under great oblig:1tions to the Sen­
ator from Mass-achus3tts -for his extreme courtesy. It is not 
very often that the Senator from Mass:1chusett; yield.s to any­
one. [Laughter.] I feel that he h3s, therefore, bestowed upon 
me a distinguished personal courtesy, for which I extend h im 
my sincere thanks. -

Mr. HOAR. The Senator is talking very well indeed so far , 
and I am glad to hear him. 

Mr. FAULK~~R. I was interrupted in the remarks I was 
making. I only rose for the purpoSe of addressing an inquiry 
or two to the Senator from New Hampshire, and was by his an­
swer led off into other rem1-rks . 

I would simply say in conclusion that if the Senate desires to 
sit h ere and hear all the documents read which accompany the 
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President's message, so far as I am concerned I am willing to and partly because there might have been instructions in former 
hs.ve those documents read; but I shall not consent, as a mem- Administrations since 1881, which were then deemed confidential 
ber of the Senate, to a partial reading of the accompanying and not made public. My resolution was that , if the President 
documents, and I think it not according to the universal custom deemed it not incompatible with the public interests, he should 
of the Senate, and therefore hope the Senate will sustain the send in all the instructions since 1881. I understand he now 
motion of the Sens.tor from South Carolin:t to commit. sends them in, and in the very printed documents in which they 

Mr. HOAR. I rose not to t!tke part in this discussion, but existed. 
only to cill the attention of the Senate and of the Senators on Mr. VOORHEES. I know nothing about that. I inquire, Mr. 
the other side of-the Chamber who have raised this proposition, President, what is the question before the Senate. 
to a fact which I think probably they have not ascertained, and The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thequestionison the motion of the 
I should like the attention o1 the Senator from South Carolina Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER], to commit the Presi­
and of the Senator from Indiana. deut's message and accompanying documents to the Committee 

All the matter which accompanies the Prasident's message, as on Foreign Relations. 
I understand, consists in old or n~w public documents which have Mr. ALLISON. If the Sen1.tor from Indiana is not occupying 

.been prin~d and I think a re entirely known to the Senate and the floor-- · 
to the public, except the three short matters, the reading of .Mr. VOORHEES. I yield to the Senator from Iowa with 
which the Senator from New Hampshire h as asked for, which pleasure. 
come in in m::tnuscript. They are new. The Secretary thought The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the Senator 
they would ts.ke five or six pages of our ordinary print, but I from Iowa. 
should not think they would take more than four, certainly not Mr . ALLISON. I only wish to say a word upon this subject. 
more than five or six. I take it for granted, of course , that the message and accompany-

! quite agree that Senators would be entire~y ~ight in rising ing documents will be referred to theCommitteeon ForeignRe­
and saying that they would not tolerate the pwkmg out from a lations and printed. I confess some desire to have read at the 
document certain matters which, taken alone, might make a Secretary's desk the brief documents to which our attention has 
one sided case, but should insist on reading the whole. That, been c"J.lled, and I think it has been the uniform custom-! will 
however, is not this case. not say the courtesy of the Senate, because that seems to be 

It is the case of a message, to which there are attached printed 1 rather an ~ld phrase and somewhat in disrepute-but it has been 
documents in regard to the Hawaiian question, coming down the uniform usage of the Senate when a Senator asks for the 
from President Harrison's time, some twenty or thirty in num- re·lding of a document or a paper, i! it is not a long paper and 
ber, including Mr. Blount's report, which has been in our hands will not occupy much time, to have that p3.per read. That has 
in print for three or four weeks. What the Sen:1tor from New been the usual custom. 
Hampshire asks, however, is simply so:nen'9w additions to our I remember very well at the last session when the Senator 
preo-entinformation, contained in manuscript, the chief one being from Kansas [Mr. PEFFER] was making a most elaborate argu­
the instructions to Mr. Willis, which, as I said, would not make ment upon the public question we were then discussing and had 
more than three or four pages, and could h '1ve been reJ.d in five spoken fot• some hours, he sent to the Secretary's desk a long 
minutes and perhaps in three. That is all there is of it. Does document, being a letter addressed by a gentleman in Missouri 
the Senator think it is worth while to h ave a discussion about to another gentleman in Missouri, and asked that it be read. 
such a question? Objection was made that it was not within the rules of the Sen-

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not think it is. ate; and thereupon under Rule XI the question was submitted to 
Mr. HOAR. If I may be pardoned an additional suggestion, the Senate and by a large majority-! remember that I voted 

those experienced pa.rliamentarians on the other side will under_- with the majority because I believed where a Senator desired 
stand, if the motion of the S~nator fro~ South Carol~na ~o refer to have a ps.per reJ..d which was in his opinion of public impor­
the message and accompanymg documents to the Comm1ttee on tance, that the Senate should allow it to be read at the time­
Foreign Relations comes up, I can debate that motion, or the and I think every Senator upon the other side of the Chamber 
Senator from New Hampshire, or any other Senator, and the voted to have that p:1per re:W, which occupied a half hour. 
Senator deba.tingit can read as a part of his remarks the instruc- I have not seen these papers, except to glance at them casually 
tions to Mr. Willis; so that we are not discussing a question ·of at the desk, and I am sure that they can be read in ten minutes. It 
any practical importance anyway. is now said by the Senator from Indiana that these papers are to 

Mr. VOORHE~S. I think myself that we are magnifying a be printed in the evening newspapers, and that if we will all 
matter which might have passed along without such attention wait until we receive the 5o'clock edition of the Washington Star 
being drawn to it. The Senator from New Hampshire, how- we shall have here an opportunity of reading wh:1t the public 
ever, rose, and without explaining what he had in mind or to will have read two or three hours in advance. 
wh·1t part of the accompanying documents his suggestion re- I submit to the Senate that these are documents of great mo· 
lated, called. for the reading of two or three papers. We could ment,especiallythe instructions of the Secretaryof State, under 
not very well hear on thi'3 side, and he did n ·)t point out the the direction of the President, to a minister who went to Hawaii 
character of what he desired to have read. I confess, had I known upon a delicate and important public mission, in which the pea­
that it embra-ced simply the instructions to Mr. Willis, so far as ple of the United States are greatly interested. If I were Sec-
1 am concerned. although the rule is the other way! I should not retary of St:1t-e and a raquestwere made in this Chamber for the 
have m3.de an objectio"n. · r aading of an import:1nt document, written by me, of instructions 

But there has b3en so much temper and feeling and p:1rtls.m to my minister, I should think, as a m:tttei· of courtesy to me as 
bias exhibited on this subject, and so much, if Sen':1tors will Secret~try of State, the document should be read here. 
pardon me: of unfairness, as I concdve, th:tt the b 1..r e ::-'. ttempt of I hope now, after all that has been s3,id about it, that what­
a Senator on eith6r side of the Chamber proposing to pick out ever there 's on this subject shall be disposed of by unanimous 
certain parts to h~tve read, contrary to all the prec ~den t > of the consent, that the three pape1·s referred to may be read, and if 
Senate, contrary to its uss..ges, at once excited my opposition, and afterwards any injustice appears to have been done for the rea­
l fell b:tck immediately upon the rule, as Senators 011 the other son that some other paper is not read, [ am willing, for one, to 
side would have done if the situation hs.d been reversed. This sit he re and listen to -the reading of that paper also. I think 
much it is proper to s3.y. justic~ to ull concerned requires that. Therefore I hope before 

So far as t:mppressing information is concerned, th3.t is u tter the reference is made that the papers referred to may be read. 
nonsense. The instructions to Mr. Willis are now being pub- Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have said over and over 
lished in all the afternoon ne-wspapers. It is only because I again) and I now repeat, that' there is not a syllable ora word or 
thought a step of unfairness was sought to be taken to the prej- a line in those papers which I desire to suppress and keep from 
udice of the message, th~-tt I took the ground that the accompa- the public. That is all, a3 the Senator from Indiana LMr. VOOR­
nying documents should all be published or all be referred with HEE3] says , idle nonsense. The mere intimation or suggestion 
the message; and that is a fair construction, in my judgment. by anybody th~t I desire to suppress anything is simply non-

So far as the accompanying papers are concerned, the sugges- sense. I do not think that I can use any milder t erm. 
tion of the Senator from Massachusetts is that mmy of them I have s:1.id that my objection to reading the papers was that 
have been publiBhed heretofore. That is a matter of course, be- we all know the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] 
cause the scope of the Senator's resolution went ba-ck to 1881, I very well; we underst.md perfectly well his tactics in politi­
think. If the papers have already been published and are sub- cal matters. If he can get the advantage of a lJOliticaladversary 
ject to criticism, why did the Senator ask for their republica- by garbling a report ora communication, we know perfectly well 
tion in this form? I do not want to be critical or hypercritical. that he will do it. If the S-enator from New Ham:eshira had 

Mr. HOAR. I desired to get them all together. · stated what the Senator from Iowa LMr. ALLISONJ h~ just 
Mr. VOORHEES. As the Senator suggests, the only good stated, I do not know that I should have interposed any objec­

reason was that they sliould all be put tog~ther in this form. • tion, but the Senator from New Hampshire gets up and se'ects 
Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pYdon me, it is partly that certain papers from the accompanying documents submitted by 
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the President, and asks that they be read, and the universal 
suspicion is that that Senator had some object, some nigh-cut 
that he wants to take on the President or the Democratic party. 
That is a fact, and we all know it. 

The Senator says that he is surprised that anybody should ob­
ject. I do think that Senator ought not to be surprised at it. 
He knows perfectly well that we have to be on the lookout for 
him all the time. [Laughter.] -

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will allow me, I beg right 
at this point to thank him for the compliment he has just paid 
me. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Sen':l.tor is entirely welcome to the com­
pliment, I assure him; but it is a fact all the same. I have not 
a single particle of objection to reading the papers. The only 
question I had was as to the economy of time. 

Mr. CULLOM. Then let the papers be read. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not yielded the floor yet. I want to 

submit a few more brief remarks. 
I think, in common fairness to the President and common fair­

ness to the Secretary of State, that if any papers in connection 
with these three documents, the reading of which has been re­
quested, affect them in any way, they ought to be rea~, and I 
scarcely think that anybody will ch~rge the Senator from New 
Hampshire with any desire to be guilty of a special courtesy to 
the Secretary_of State or the President of the United States. 

If the Senatorfrom Iowa had made that request, I might have 
suspected that hi~ desire was to indulge in the utmost courtesy 
to the Secretary of State and to the President, and that no other 
motive actuated him. 

Mr. ALLISON. I thank the Senator for that. 
Mr. BUTLER. That, I have no doubt, would be universally 

conceded on our side. If the Senator from Iowa desires to have 
the papers read, if the Senate can afford to stand it, I ha.ve not 
the slightest objection to having them read, but it is a little sur­
prising to me that the impatu03ity of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, the Senator from Massachuse tts, and the Senator 
from Iowa can not be restrained untH to-morrow morning. I 
think the country will survive whether these· papers are read or 
not. The anxiety, theearnestness,and the assiduity with which 
those Senators are following up this question is praiseworthy, 
and I commend them for it. It is an indication that the times 
are improving, that they want to sustain the present Adminis­
tration, and give it all the courtesy and consideration which any 
Administration has received. So, with that view, and with the 
assumption that that is the object, that they are try!ng to pro­
tect the Secretary of State and the President, I shall withdraw 
my 6bjection. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President-
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Pending the motion of the Senator 

from South Carolina [Mr. B"i)TLER] to commit, the Senator from 
Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] asks unanimous consent for the reading of 
the papers indicated. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I object. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mississippi ob-

jects. · 
Mr. CHANDLER. Ifthe Senator from Mississippi will kindly 

yield to me a moment, I wish to say in reply to the Senator from 
South Caroling, that we are happy to be inf~rmed on this side of 
the Chamber that whenever we wish to accomplish a partisan 
object slyly and without suspicion. it behooves us to put forward 
for that purpose the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. [Laugh­
ter.] For my own part, I shall gladly agree to his leadership 
whenever a partiEan purpose is to be slyly accomplished. 

But, Mr. President, I beg to ask the Se~atodrom South Caro­
lin3. why it should be assumed in this case, of all others, that I 
was actuated by a partisan motive? The Senator must know 
that for three months during the extra session I was humbly 
following the lead of President Cleveland and the Senator from 
Indiana LMr. VOORHEES]. lLaughter.] Did I act in good faith 
on that occasion? I thoug·h t I did; I tried to do so; and I trained 
with the President of the United States and the Senator from 
Indiana to the best of my ability. I only regretted that upon 
the question then pending we did not find with us, sustaining 
the President and the Senator from Indiana, the Senator from 
South Carolina. [L-:tughter.] I am afraid the Senator from 
South Carolina was influenced by other than a- motive of high 
public duty when he dissented from the recommendations of his 
President and the recommendations of the Democratic chair­
man of the Committee on Finance. 

I trust when we again make a fight for sound money in the 
Senate, actuated thereto by a message of President Clevehmd 
and under the distinguished lead of the sound-money Senator 
from Indiana, the Republicans on this side of the Chamber will 
be able then to ally with themselves the Senator from South 
Carolina. -

Why this talk about partisanship upon this question of Hawaii? 

Did not the Senator from Delaware [Mr. GRAY] the other day 
with high-sounding sentences! declare that he was incapable of 
being induenced by partisanship in discussing a question of for­
eign affairs. and did he not then undertake to speak for the 
Democratic side of this Chamber, and did we not all on this side · 
of the Chamber realize that the Democratic party were utterly· 
incapable of bking a partisan view of a question of foreign af- · 
fairs? [Laughter.j 

Mr. President, the announcement of the Senator from Dela­
ware that such was the noble and magnificent position of the 
Democratic party on the Hawaiian question, struck deep into 
the hearts of the Republicans upon this side of the Chamber, · 
and since then we have been equally imbued witn the desire that · 
the.Hawaiian question should be disposed of without the slight­
est partisanship. Therefore 1 I think the Senator from South 
Carolina was unwarrftnted in singling me out for denunciation 
on the ground that I am seeking, when asking- to have these 
instructions read at this time, some partisan advantage of the 
President, whom I supported so constantly and so loyally upon 
the silver question. The P resident of the United States is nec­
essarily dealing with this question in a nonpartisan way. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 
Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator imagines for one instant that 

what I said was in the form of denunciation, I desire now to 
apologize to him in the most unqualified manner , and I now ex­
tend to him my unqualified apology for the slightest suspicion 
that I intended to denounce him in any way. l will scty now to 
that Senator, since the announcement of his nonpartisan p3,tri­
otism h1s been made, it has sunk very deeply into my heart. 
[Laughter.] -

Mr. CHANDLER. I am glad that I have been able to teach 
a lesson to the Senator from South Carolina. That lesson is 
this, that upon matters of this kind connected with foreign rela­
tions he should follow the distinguished Senat<Jrfrom Delaware, 
who ha.s announced, presumably by authority and after consul­
tation with the Senatorfrom Alabama [Mr. MORGAN]: who is the 
able chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, that this 
question of our relations with Hawaii shall be treated from a 
nonpartisJ.n standpoint. I regret that the Sen:ttor·from South 
Carolin :1. for a little while found himself imbued with a partisan 
spirit and desired to attribute partisan motives to others. 1 
hope now that he will reverse--

Mr. BUTLER. I apologize, Mr. President. 
Mr. CHANDLER. That he will reverse himself and resume 

his judgment, and hereafter we shall be sure that he deals with 
questions of foreign affairs without partisan spirit, as we all 
know; in the height of his statesmanship, he deals with every 
public question-without the slightest regard for political par­
ties. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I do not know what the prece­
dents of the Senate are in reference to the matter now before us, 
but I do know what is just and right. Here is a case attempted 
to be made against the President. He sends in, in accordance 
with a resolution of the Senate, his message with the documents 
called for by the resolution of the Senate, and we have here, I 
think, a very unjust, not to say unprecedented state of affairs. 
When the message is read, of a large number of documents ac- _ 
companying it twoorthree are selected for the purpose ofbeing 
read and the great mass are not to b-3 read. I say it is just, 
right, and fair, when we go into the reading of the documents, 
that the whole case shall be put before the Senate and before the 
country, and not a part of it. I object, therefore, to the re:ill.ing 
of these S3lected papers unless all are read, because, as I have 
stated, when a case is put before the country and before the Sen­
ate the whole of it ought to be put before the country and the 
Senate, and not a part of it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, just one word in response to 
the s.uggestions made by the Senator from Mississippi. I asked 
unanimous consent that these three papers might be r ead. at the 
desk. As I understand the situation in which we are p b c3d at 
this moment by the rules of the Senate or by the suggestions 
made on the floor, the Senate passes a resolution requesting the 
P resident of the United Sta.tes to furnish to us' C'..ert i:.! docu­
ments and papers. The documents and pap3rs in response to 
that resolution are sent to the Senate. They are here on our 
table in the possession of the Sen::tte. I think by all p3.rliamen­
tary rules, cert:1inly by all propel' pal'liament9.ry rules, unless 
some Senate rule intervenes, I have the right as a Senator on 
this floor to have every p::1per read respecting the subject sent 
here by the President in pursuance of the resolution of the-Sen­
ate. But I do not ask that all the p:tpers shall be read. 

Now, is it possible that under our rules; when p~persareat the 
desk called for by us, we are to be forced to vote for their refer­
ence to a standing committee or this body without knowing what 
they contain and without having the privilege of an investiga.-



318 GONGRESSIO~ A~. RECOUD-SENATE. 

tLon and examill!l.tio~ of them? Is that a part of the system of I motion to commit ~as precedence of a motion to consider the 
rules we have adopted in this body? subject in any of its aspectS, whether to read a paper, to make a 

The Senator from Mississippi says he objects toapartW case. speech on it. to amend it, ot· to do anything else with it. 
I seek to make no c'lse. Here is a long messs,ge from thePresi- Mr. HOAR. 1 desit·e to sugge t to -the Chair that I do not 
dent dealing with ~his question a:r;td st::.~.ting th . .i.the subm~ts with deem ~yseJf ~o be ~g a mo ion.under Rule IX. My right 
his mess::~ ge certam papers, specifically alludmg to the mstruc- st mds JUSt as lf a mot10n were pendmg under t)J.at rule to com­
tion3 sent to Mr. Willist our ministar at Hawaii. Is it possiule mit a bill, and I should ask that the bill be read for information 
that that is not an important question and a distinct question? before the vote is taken to commit it. These papers are the sub­
Are we to reui all the testimony, all the statements by Mr. jAct oi the pending motion. There is a motion to commit and a, 
Blount through the months of April1 May, June, and July, his motion to print certain papers, and on that motion, to use the 
communications, his letters, his cross-examinations, his state- language of the rule, I call for the reading th.1t w'e may know 
ments to the Sacret.ary of State? Are we to be required to listen what we are voting upon, and what we are to commit, and what 
to all those at t he desk in order that we may have the brief, we are to print. I conc .:!i ve that the special rule (which was not 
confi.dentill instruction, now for the first time s~nt to the Sen- intended to compel the Senate to submit to the reading of valu­
ate, given by our Secretary of State to his minister? · minous documents) is that, as incident to the various motions set 

I submit, Mr. President, that if the rules of the Senate require out, the Senate shall know by having read what it is actin()' upon. 
us to submit to that they surely should be dispensed with sq_far On thatpoint I ask the ruling of the Chair. "" 
as making such a discrimination is-concerned. Mr. MILLS. I will test the argument of the Senator from 

' I move that the three documents indicated be read at the deak Massachusetts. Suppose a bill were pending and the question 
pending the question of reference to the Committee on Foreign were the engrossment of the bill, and the Senator from .Massa­
Relations . in order that, for one at least, I may know what the chusetts should call for the reading o! the bill, and then a Sena~ 
instructions contain. tor should move to adjourn. Which would have precedence, the 

Mr. FAULKNER. It strikes me that a motion to refer has reading of t.he bill or the motion to adjourn? 
precedence of the motion of the Senator from Iowa. I under- Mr. CHANDLER. Undoubtedly a motion to adjourn or to 
stood that the Senator from South Carolina had withdrawn his take a recess. 
motion, and although I do not agree with his attitude in with- Mr. HOAR. All admit that. 
drawing it, yet I propose to follow the members of the Commit- Mr. CHANDLER. But when the subject is under considera-
tee on l<1oreign R-elations on this side oi the Chamber,even when tion whether a.. paper shall be referred, and a call is made that 
I do not agree with them, as they have special charge of. this the paper, the refeeence of which is to be submitted to a vote 
particular matter. of the Senate, shall be read, is not that the highest question of 

Mr. MILLS. The Chair has ruled that a motion to commit privilege? . 
has precedence of a motion to read, and for the Senator from Mr. MILLS. Then the Senator begs the whole question? 
Iowa to make his motion again is to go behind the ruling of the Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator from Texas if it is not 
Ch'l.ir. the highest kind of a privileged question, whether the paper 

Mr. ALLISON. Then the rules. of the Senate require that a shall be read. 
document which is in our possession must be referred to a com- Mr. MILLS. All these queations are privileged. The motion 
mittee and ordered to be print.ed without a Senator knowing to adjourn is amotion of the highestprivilep-e of the body. The 
wh 1.t it contains. reading of a paper is the conside t·ation of the subject. II the 

Mr. F'AULKNER. If the Senator from Iowa will permit me, Senn.tor admits that a motion to adjourn may_be put to the Sen­
I will ask for correct-information from the Chair whether the ate in preference to the reading, then he a-dmits-all the other 
motion of the Senator from South Carolina has been withdrawn. motions provided for in Rule XXII. It would certainly be in 
Though I do not agree with the attitude of the Senator from order--
South Carolina, yet he is a member of the Committee on Foreign Mr. CHANDLER. Will t1ie Senator allow me at that point? 
Relations, aud I propose to follow the members of that commit- The reason why I do not admit it is because the reading oJ a 
tee on thiR side. _ paper is expressly provided for by the rule. The question shall 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is not advised. that the be decided without debate whether the paper shall be read. 
mo'ion of the Senator from South Carolina to refer the Presi- Mr. MILLS. But Rule XXII says that when any question is 
dent's messs.ge, with the accompanying:. documents, to the Com- pending, whether it is that a paper or any other part of ames­
mittee on Foreign Relations has been withdrawn. sage shall be read, then certain motions shall have precedence . 

. Mr. COCKRELL. Does that motion include the printing of One is that the Senate shall adjourn; another that it shall fix 
the message and accompanying documents? the day to which it shall adjourn; and another is to commit the 

'The VICE-PRESIDENT. It includes the printing. Pend- whole subject, without reading any papers, to the committee, in 
ing the motion of the Senator from South Carolina, the Senator order that the committee organized by the parliamentary body 
from Iowa asks urumimous consent that the three papers indi- may investigate the subject and bring it back to the Senate on 
c_ated by the Senator from New Hampshire be rea-d. To that a report, and enable the body to consider it more intelligently. 
request the Senator from Mississippi objects? I bold that the motion of the Senator to demand the reading is 

Mr. GEORGE. I do. not in order. 
Mr. HOAR. The motion of the Senator from South Carolina Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator give us any rule? 

being pending, to commit the papers to the Committee on For- Mr. MILLS. Rule XXII. , 
eign Relations, I call for the l'ead.ing of the three papers which Mr. BUTLER. I thought before I left the Chamber a moment 
the Senator from New Hampshire asked to have read, and which ago that the Chair understood me to have. withdrawn my motion. 
are included in the motion to refer. I desire that my call, if it The VICE-PRE3IDENT. The Chair did not so und&rsta.nd 
be objected to, be submitted. to the Senate under Rule XI for its the Senator from South Carolina. 
vote. Mr. BUTLER. So I have been informed. I withdrew the 

Mr. STEW ART. Without debate. motion to commit, in view of what had been said by the Senator 
-Mr. CALL. I should like to submit a single suggestion to the from Iowa., and I so stated. · 

Senate. The fifth clause of the seventh rule of the Senate pro- The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Iowa renew 
vides as follows: his request? 

The Presiding Officer may at any time lay * ~ :1> before the Senate any 
bill or other matter aent to the Senate by the President or the H01.1Be or Rep­
resentatives, and any question pending at that time shall be suspended fo:r 
this purpose. 

I submit what does the term to" lay before the Senate" mean~ 
Does it me3.Il the announcement that a message or a document 
has been received from the President of the United States. or 
does laying before the Senate mean such a presentation of the 
subject as will inform the Sen::tte what is in the message? In 
my judgment it can not be laid before the Senate unless there 
be a presentation·in some form of the substance of the communi­
cation. 

Mr. HOAR. On the vote of the Senate, if the question shall 
be put to a vote, I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MILLS. I make the point of order that the cs11 by the 
Senator from. Mass·10husetts for the reading of the papers is con­
sideration. It is the consideration. of the subiect-t and the rule 
says-that pending the consideration the: motions specified shall 
have precedence in the order in which they stand arranged. A 

Mr. ALLISON. I renew my request. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Iowa renews his 

request fo1· the reading of the papers indicated by the Senator 
from New Hampshire. Is there objection? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I dC? not object, be_ca.use it is the view of 
the Senators representing the Committee on Foreign Relations 
that that request should be granted. In my judgment I do not 
agree with the committee, but I shall not object to unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. CALL. I want to say before. this action is taken that un­
der the provision of the rule itis very cle:~.rto me that the Chair 
can not Jay before the Senate a communication from the Presi­
dent without presenting to the Senate information as to what 
the matter is. What does laying before the Senate mean, in the 
sense of the rule? Does it mean prewenting a subject in such 
form that the Senate can not know what it is? Surely not. It 
is not laid before the Senate in tne sense of the rule unless it. is 
presented in such form that the Senate may know what it is. 

Then the rule goes on to say that any motion shall be suspended 
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to allow the President of the Senate to lay before the Senate a 
communication from the President. If these words do not. mean 
the reading of the_ matter or the presenhtion of the substance 
of it, then they are idle, they mean nothing. There is no sense 
in laying papers before the Senate in such form that the Senate 
can not understand the matter ; and the rule makes that a ques­
tion of privilege. The message has been laid before the Senate 
by the Pregident of the Senate under that clause. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there ob:ection to tne request of 
the SenatoR from Iowa? The Chair hears none. The papers 
indicated will be read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
MR. GRESHAM TO MR. WILLIS. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, Octob~r 18,1893. 
[No. 4.-Confidential.] 

Sm: Supplementing the general instructions which you have received 
With regard to your o.tncial duties, It is necessary to communicate to you, in 
confidence, sl)ecial instructions for your guidance in so far as concerns the 
relation of the Goverument of the United States t-owards the de facto Gov­
erument or the Hawaiian Islands. 

Tne President deems it his duty to withdraw from the Senate-the treaty of 
ahnexation which ha.s been signed by th0 Secretary of State and the agents 
of thePwvisiona.l Government, and to dispatch a trusted. representative to 
Hawaii to impartially investigate the causes of the so-called revolution and 
ascertain and report the true situation in those islands. This· information 
was needed the better to enable the Presid~nt to discharge a delicate and 
important public duty. 

The instructions given to Mr. Blount, of which you are furnished with a 
copy, point out aline o.f conduct t() be observed by him in his official and 
personal relations on the islands by which you will be guided so far as they 
are apl)licable and not inconsistent with what is herein contained. 
It remains to acquaint you with the President's conclusions upon the facts 

embodied in Mr. Blount's reports and to direct your course in accordance 
therewith. 

The Provisional Government was not established by the Hawaiian peo­
ple, or with their consent or acquiescence. nor ha.s it since existed with their 
consent. The Queen refused to surrender her powers to the Provisiolli'.l 
Government until convinced that the minister of the United States has 
recognized it a-s the IU facto aatho.rity~ and would support and defend it with 
the military force or the Unite::l States, aud that resistance would precipi­
tate a bloody conflict with that f-orce. She was ad vied and assured by her 
ministers and by the leaders of the movement for the overthrow of her Gov­
ernment that ii she surrendered unde.t: prot-est her case would afterwards be 
fairly considered by the Presiaent or the United States. The Queen finally 
wisely yielded to the armed forces of the United States. t~en quarter~ in Hon­
olulu, relying upon the good faith and honor or the President. wheninform~d 
of what had oceurred, to undothe-action of the minister and reinstate her 
and the authority which she claimed as the constitutional sovereign or the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

After a patient examination or Mr. Blount's report, the President is satis­
fied that the movement against the Queen if not instigated was encouraged 
and supported by tlw representative-or this Government at Honolulu; that 
he promised ~ a.dvanee to aid her enemies in an eJ'I'ort to overthrow the 
Hawaiian Government and set up by force a. new government in its place, 
and that he kept this promise by causing a. detachment of troops to be landed 
trom the Boston on the 16th or Janua1•y and by rooognizing the Provisional 
Goverument the next day, when it was too feeble to defend itself, and the 
constitutional go-vernment was able to successfully maintain its authority 
against any threatening forcl3 other than that or the United States already 
landed. 

The President has therefore determined that he Will not send back to the 
Senate for its action thereon, the treaty which he withdrew from that body 
tor further consideration on the 9th day of March last. 

On your arrival at Honolulu you will take advantage of an early opl)or­
tnnity to inform the Queen of this determination, making known to her the­
President's sincere regret that the reprehensible conduct or the American 
minister and the unauthorized presence on land of a military force of the 
United States obliged her to surrender her sovereignty for the time being 
and rely on the justice of this Goverument 1io undo the flagrant wrong. 

You will, however, at the same time inform the Queen that when rain­
stated tbe President expects that she will pursue a magnanimous course by 
granting full amnesty to an who participated in the movement against her, 
including persons who are or have been officially or otherwise connected with 
the Provisional Government, depriving them of no right or privilege which 
they enjoyed before the sb-called revolution. All obligations created by the 
Provisional Government in due course of administration should be assumed. 

Having secured the Queen's agreement to pursue this wise and humane 
policy, which it is believed you willspeedtly obtain, you will then advise the 
Executive of the Provisional Gov-ernment and his ministers or the Presi­
dent's determination of the que tion which their action and that of the Queen 
devolved upon him, and that they are expected to promptly relinquish to her 
her constitutional authority. 

Should the Queen decline to pursue the liberal course suggested, crshould 
the Provisional Government re:fm;e to abide by the President's decision, you 
Will report the facts and -await further dirootions~ 

In carrying out these general imtructions, you will be gnided largely by 
your own good judgment in dealing with the delicate situation. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Inclosure: Mr. Gresham to Mr,_ Blount, con.fldential instructio~, March 
11, 1893 ' ' 

MR. G.RESHAM TO MR. WILLIS. 

[Telegram sent through dispatch agent at San Francisco.] 
DEPARTMENT OF STA.TE, Washingtqn. NO'IJemlJer 24, 1893. 

The brevity a.nd uncertainty or your telegrams are embarrasing. You will 
insist upon amnesty and recognition of obligations of the Provisional Gov· 
erument as essential conditions of restoration. All interests will be pro­
moted by prompt action. 

MR. GRESHAM TO MB. WILLIS, 

[Telegram.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

DEPART:r.ni:WD OF STATE, WaBhington, Dectmb6'i' 3, 1.899. 
Your dispatch which was a,nswered by steamer on the 25th o.f November 

seems to call for additional instructions. • 
Should the Queen refuse a58ent to the written conditions, you wm at once 

fnfm:m he-r that the President will cease interposition in her behillt and that 

while he deems it his duty to endeavor to resto1·e to the sovereign the consti­
tutional government or the islands, his further efforts in that direction will 
depend UJ)on the Queen's unqualified agreement that all obligations created 
by the Provisional Governmen.t in a. proper course of administration shall be 
assumed, and upon such pledges by h er as will prevent the adoption of any 
measures of proscription or punishment for what has been done in the past 
by those :.;etting up or supporting the Provisional Government. The Presi­
pent feels that by our original interference and what followed we have in­
curred responsibilities to the whole Hawaiian community, and it would not 
be just to put one party at the mercy of the other. 

Should the Queen ask whether if she accedes to conditions active steps 
will be taken by the United States to effect her restoration or to maintain 
her authority thereafter, you will say that the President can not use force 
without the a.u.thority of Congress. 

Should the Queen accept conditions and the Provisional Government re­
fuse to surrender, you will be governed by previous instructions. If the 
Provisional Goverument asks whether the Uruted Stateft will hold the Queen 
to fulflllment of stipulated conditions you will say the PresiJent, actiug 
under dictates of hoJ;Jor and duty as he has done in endeavoring to efftJct 
restoration., will do all in his constitutional power to cause observance or the 
conditions he has imposed. 

GRESHAM. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection tbe messag-e of 

the President, with the accomp·mying documents, will be re­
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HAWLEY. And pr inted. 
Mr. HOAR. Has a motion been made t.o that effeet? 
Mr. VILAS and others. No. 
Mr. HOAR. I make that motion. I move that the message 

and accompan~ing documents be referred to the Com.mitt.ee on 
Foreign Relatwns. 

Mr. DOLPH. Printed and referred. 
Mr. HOAR. I move that they be printed and referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations, and I desire the- motion under 
the rule to go over until to-morrow. ' 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives wero 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Commit-
tee on Public Lands: -

A bill (H. R. 69) prescribing limitations of time for completion 
of title to certain lands disposed of under act of Congress ap.­
pro-ved September 27, 1850, and the acts amendatory thereto 
and suppleme-ntal thereto, and commonly known as the" donation 
act," and for the protection of pur•chasers and occupants on said 
lands; and 

A bill (H. R. 73) SUJ!plemen tary to the act of Congress approved 
January 28, 1879, entitled "An act defining the manner in which 
certain land scrip may be assigned and located or applied by act­
ual settlers, and providing for the issue of patents in the name 
of the locator or his legaJ. representatives." 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories: 

A bill (H. R. 352) to enable the people of Utah to form a con­
stitution and State government, and to be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with thA original Sbtes; and 

A bill (H. R. 4393) to provide for the admission of the State of 
Arizona into the Union, and for other purposes. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 97) donating two obsolete cannon 
to the- cities- of Allegheny and Pittsburg, Pa., was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 4610) to improve the methods of accounting in 
the Post-Office Department, and for other purposes, was read 
twice by its title. 

'l'he VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Cal­
endar. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communi­
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting that an 
appropriation of $b"OO be included in the urgent deficiency appro­
pdation bill for traveling expenses for inspector of furniture 
for public buildings; which w~ referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

:Mr. PASCO presented petitions of Frank E. Saxon and 15 
other business men of Hernando County, of J. M. Barco and 16 
other business men of Levy County, and of J. M. Fleming and 

. 25 other busin~ssmen of Citrus County, all in the State-of Flor­
ida, praying for the enactment of legislrttion providing for a 
term of the United States circuit and district courts nt Oc~a, 
Marion County, Fla.; which were referred to th-e Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr-. CAM~RON presented a memorial of the Ch~mber of 
Commerce of Pittsburg, Pa. 1 remont>trating against the passage 
of the so called Wilson tariff bill; which w-<LS referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition of the Chamber of Com­
merce of Charleston, S. C.__, praying· for the esttLblishment ·of a 
navy-yard at t:!J.at city; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 
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Mr. SHERMAN presented petitions of soldiers of the late 
war, citizens of Fairfield, Washingtonville! Madison County. 
Washington Court-House, Chicago, Centerton, Bryan, New 
Richmond, Rutland , and Scioto and Pike counties, all in the 
State of Ohio, praying for an inve3tigation of the Pension Bu­
reau; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS. I present a memorial of several thousand iron 
miners in the mines of Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin. and 
the memorial of John Cailson and several hundred iron miners 
at Ely, Minn., remonstrating against any reduction of the duty 
on iron ore, r epresenting· that they are out of employment, and 
that the mines in which they formerly worked are closed. I 
move that the memorials be referred to the Commi tt9e on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the St. Paul (Minn.) P r-ess 

Feeders' Union, praying for Government ownership of telegraph 
and telephone lines; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. · 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of the Nashville (Tenn. ) 
brn.nch of the-Journeymen Stone-Cutters' Association of North 
America, praying that the Go vernment of the United States be­
come the mvner or take control of the telegraphic system of the 
country; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE presented the memorial of A. Steffen, a tobacco 
manufacturer of Indianapolis, Ind., r emonstrating against are­
duction of the duty on Sumatra and other leaf tobacco; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MiTCHELL of Wisconsin, presented a petition of lithog­
. rap hers of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for an increase in the duty 

on lithographic plates from 25 percent ad valorem to 50 per cent 
ad valorem; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Typographical Union, No. 163, 
of Superior, Wis., praying for the establishment of a govern­
mental telegraph system; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Me. SQUIREpresentedapetitionof the Chamber of Commerce 
of Port Townsend, Wash., st:1ting "that a commercial necessity 
exists to h:we a suitable life-saving station established on the 
P acific coast between Cape Flatt.~ry and Destruction Island," 
and praying that an appropriation be made for that purpose; 
which wa.s referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

bill (S. 971) to open, widen, and extend alleys in the Dis trict of 
Columbia, reported lt with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the· 
bill (S. 832) to simplify the form of deeds of conveyance, tr ust, 
and releases of land in the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 
thereon. · 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the District of Colum­
bia, to whom was r eferred the bill (S.1267 ) authorizing the at­
torney for the Districtof Columbia and his assistants1o adminis­
ter oaths and affirmations , reported it without amendment , and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 3629) to close alleys in square numbered 751, in the 
city of Washington, D. C., reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was refer red the 
bill (S.1086) to close alleys in square No. 751, in theeity o ~ Wash­
ington! D. C., reported adversely thereon, and the bill was post­
poned indefinitely. 

Mr. CAREY, from the Committee on Public L~nds, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 356) to authorize the Secretar y of the 
Interior to reserve from sale certain land in the abandoned Fort 
Qummings military reservation, and fOr other purposes, re­
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereo~. 

FORT BRIDGER MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. CAREY. I am directed by the Committee on PLJ.blic 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 16.5 ) to provide for the 
disposal of the Fort Bridger abandoned military reserva tion, in 
the St::.tte of Wyoming, to report it with an amendment, and I 
ask unanimous consent that it may be considered at this time. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill; which was read, as follows: 

B e it enacted, etc., That all public lands now remaining undisposed o! within 
the abandoned military reservation in the State or Wyoming known as the 
Fort Bridger military reservation, are hereby made subject to disposal under 
the homestead law only: Provided, That actual occupants thereon uyon the 
1st day of July, 1892. sh3.ll have the preference right to make one entry not 
exceeding one quarter section under existing laws if qualified, which shall 
include their respective improvements: Providedju rther, 'l'hat any or such 
lands as are occupied for town-site purposes and any or the lands that may 
be shown to be valuable !or coal or minerals shall be dis~osed or as now pro­
vided !or lands subject to entry and sale under the town-s1te, coal, or mineral 
land laws, respectively. Mr. GORDON presented a petition of the Savannah (Ga.) 

Cotton Exchange, praying that an appropriation be made foe an The amendment of the Committee on Public Lands was to add 
examin:ttion of the old inland route between Savannah and at the end of the bill the following additional proviso: 
Wrights Rivers, in the State of Georgia; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented apetition of the Sumter County (Ga.)Farm­
ers' AlUance praying for the ena-ctment of legislation increas­
ing the circulating me.qium; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Colum­
bus, Ga., praying relief for corporations and others using evi­
dences of indebtedness as a circuhting medium during there-

Providedjm·ther, That the Secretary of the Interior shall reserv~ from 
disposal, under the provisions or this act, any lands included 1n said reser­
vation which may have heretofore been used !or cemetery purposes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
·The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ment was concurred in. 
The bill wa-s ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 

cent unprecedented strin2"ency and financial depression; which REPEAL OF ELECTION LAWS. 

was referred to the Committee on Finance. Mr. BERRY. I desire to give notice that t J-morrow morning, 
He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Macon, · d' tel afte th 1 · f th · b · I h 11 

Ga., of the Board of Trade of Savannah, Ga., and of the Georgia Imme I a Y r e cone uslon ° e morning usmess, s a · 
ask the Sanate to take up th~ bill known as the bill to repeal the 

Bankers' Association of Macon' Ga.' praying relief for banks is- Federal election !a ws, for the purpose of submitting some remarks 
suing clearing-house certificates during the late financial strin- upon it. 
gency; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. · BILLS INTRODUCED. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S.l293) torelieveBenjamin 
Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Co- F. Church from the charge of desertion; which was read twice 

lumbia, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. ~246) for the appoint- by its title , and, with the accompanying paper, referred t o the 
ment of a sealer and assistant sealer of weights and measures in Committee on Military Affairs. 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes, reported it with He also introduced a bill (S.1294) to remove the charge of de-
an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. sertion from the record of Benjamin H&rtley; which was read 

He also, from the same ~ommittee, to whom was referred the twice by its title , and, with the accompanying paper, referred to 
bill (S. 968) for the appointment of a sealer and assistant sealer the Committee on Military Affairs. 
'of weights and measures in the District of Columbia, and for Mr. WHITE of California introduced a hill (S.129.'5) to reim­
other purposes, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was burse the States of CalUornia, Oregon, and Nevada for moneys 
postponed indefinitely. by them expended in the suppression of the rebellion: which 

He aLso, from the same committee, to whom was referred the was reJ.d twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
bill {H. R. 146) to extend Nor th Capitol street to the Soldiers' Military Affairs. 
Home, reported it without amendment. He also introduced a bill (S. 1296) for the r elief of Andrew 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on the District of Co- Gray: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com­
lumbia, to whom was referred the bill (S.l113 ~ to release and mittee on Public Lands. · 
turn over to Mrs. Mary 0. Augusta certain property in the Dis-~ Mr. SHOUP introduced a bill (S. 1297) fixing the limit of in­
trict of Columbia, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was debtedness which maybe incurred by Salt Lake City; which was 

_ postponed indefinitely. read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Terri-
He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the tories. 

bill (H. R. 4013) to release and turn over to Mrs. Mary 0. Au- Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 1298) to ·remove from the 
gusta certain property in the District of Columbia, reported it rolls of the Army the charge of desertion against Neil Patton, 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. late of Battery F, Second United States Artillery, and to grant 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was reierred the grant him an honorable discharge; which was read twice by its 

I 
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title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEFFER introduced a bill (S.1299) for the relief of John 
B. Roach and William F. McPherson, executorsof JohnRoach, 
deceased; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PEFFER. I desire to introduce another bill, and in view 
of the importance of the subject-matter of the bill I ask unani­
mous consent that it may be read at length. 

The bill (8.1300) to provide funds for immediate use in reliev­
ing want and destitution throughout the country was read the 
first time by its ti.tle, ancl the second time at length, as follows: 

Whereas want and destitution among the poor and unemployed people is 
advertised in the newspaper press of the country ; and 

Whereas it appears that there is urgent need of m oney to relieve the dis· 
tress occasioned by such want and destitution; and 

Whereas it appears further that the distress has reached a degree beyond 
present ability or local arrangements to properly relieve; and 

Whereas Congress has heret<>fore granted relief in cases of pressing emer­
gencies in the several States: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, etc. , Tha t in the name and on behalf of the people of the United 
States, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to 
deliver to the presidents or the boards of national relief commissioners of 
the several States herein authorized to be appointed, the several amounts 
of money and in the manner hereinafter prescribed. 

SEC. 2. That whenever, within ten days after the approval of this act, the 
governor of any State or Territory shall certify to the President of the 
United States that there is, within the limits of such State or Territory, dis­
tress among the poor and unemployed people; that such distre-'s exists 
among and atiects large numbers o:f people who are, by reason of their pov­
erty, unable to help themselves; that such distress bas reached a. point beyond 
the capacity of present local arrangements to adequately relieve, or that if 
funds have been provided for relief purposes they have been exhausted or 
are not available for immediate use in the impendmg emergency; and when 
the governor shall further certify that he has designated three competent 
persons-naming them-of different political and religious aflillations to 
take charge of and apply any funds delivered to them by authority or Con­
gress for the purpose of relieving want among the poor and unemployed 
people of their State, the President shall immediately appoint and commis­
sion such persons to act as a board of na.tion.a.l relief commissioners to re­
ceive and apply money provided by this act, the firstna.medof such commis­
sioners to act as president, the second as treasurer, and the third as secre­
tary of the board of national relief commissioners for the particular State 
or Territory, and he shall thereupon notify the Secretary of the Treasury of 
said appointments. The members of said board shall take the usual oath of 
office and the treasurer shall execute a. bond in the sum of $100,000, to be ap­
proved by the united States district attorney for the district in which the 
capital of the State or Territory is located, conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of his dutit-s and that he will properly account for all moneys 
intrusted to him under the provisions of this act. The oaths of the com­
missioners and the bond of the treasurer shall be filed in t·he office of the 
clerk of said district court. The commissioners shall immediately meet at 
the capital of t.he ::;tate or Territory and organize. On notiJe from the said 
United States district att orney and the governor of the State or Territory, 
in a joint communication, that the board of ng,t1onal relle! commissioners 
is duly organized as required by this act the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
cause to be delivered to the treasurer of said board one-fourth part of the 
aggTegate amou:ct of m oney herein allowed to such State or Territory, and 
he shall not at any time pay or deliver to such ptllcer more than such one­
fourth part unless the governor, at the end of thirty days after such pay­
ment, shall certify that the distress continues and that more money is re­
quired to relieve it, in which case another one-fourth part of said aggregate 
amount may be forwarded, and so, on like certificate by the governor thirty 
days after each payment, another one-fourth part may be sent until the ag­
gregat-e sum is all paid: Provided. 'l'hat the aggregat-e amount allowed to 
each State or '.rerritory shall not exceed $!for every ten inhabitants of such 
State or Territory as shown by the census or 1890. 

SEc. 3. For the purpose or carrying out the provisions of this act the sum 
of $6,300,000, or so much t llereof aR may be necessary, is hereby appropriat-ed, 
and the said amount shall be provided as follows: First. All the silver dol­
lars now in the Treasury, and not covered by certificates outstanding, shall 
be used; and if these be not enough to supply the whole amount requh·ed, 
second, the Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately cause to be coined 
from any-silver bullion now in the Treasury standard silver dollars enough 
to make up the whole amount. · 

SEC. 4. 'J'hat the several boards of national relief commissioners are 
hereby authorized t<> turn oYer to duly authorized officers of municipalities 
and of private relief organizations, in the several counties, cities, and towns 
of their r espective States and Territories, such portions of the moneys in­
trusted to them by this act as they may deem best to make the provisions 
of this law most etiective. 

SEc. 5. That the members of said boards of national relief commissioners 
and all other persons participating in the distribution and application of 
the funds herein provided shall, for the purposes of this act, be deemed and 
held to be officers o1' the United States, subject to be dealt with as such in 
case of fraud, embezzlement, or theft. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask that the bill may be laid on the table tem­
porarily, and to-morrow as soon as the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
BERRY] has concluded his remarks, or as soon thereafterasican 
get the floor, I shall submit some remarks on the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will lie on the table for the 
present.. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S.1301) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Hiram Somerville; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAREY introduced a bill (8.1302) to establish the boun­
daries of the Yellowstone National Park, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit­
tee on Territories. 

Mr. BATE introduced a bill (S.1303)for the relief of the Over­
ton Hotel Company, of Memphis, Tenn.; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the CommittEe on Claims. 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S.l304) to make Commo­
dore William P. McCann, of the Navy, a rear-admiral on there-
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tired list; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (S. 1305) to amend an act re­
lating to the incorporation of certain corporations within the 
District of Columbia, approved October 1, 1890; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. DUBOIS introduced a bill (S.1306) to · establish a port of 
delivery at Bonners Ferry, Idaho; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin introduced a bill (S.1307) to 
prohibit horse-racing in the District of Columbia between the 
1st day of December and the 1st day of April, each succeeding 
year, and for other purpo~es; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill {S. 1308) for the relief of Sim­
eon Motz, Nathaniel Robbins~ and William J. Sloan; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill {S. 1309) to provide for the 
provisional government of foreign countries and places acquired 
by treaty or otherwise; which was read the first time by its 
title. 

Mr. FRYE. I should like to have the bill read at length. 
The bill was read the second time at length~ and referred to 

the Committee on Foreign Relations, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., '!'hat whenever the United States shall acquire dominion 

over any foreign count1·y or place, by traa.ty of annexation or otherwise, the 
President or the United States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
may appoint ::1. governor for the same and a. legislative council, to consist of ' 
any number of persons not less than five nor more than twenty-five, whose 
acts shall be subject to revision or repeal by Congress; and, unless the treaty 
of annexation or cession shall otherwise provide, said governor and council 
shall constitute and conduct a provisional government for such country or 
place until Congress sha.ll otherwise provide by law. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S.1310} for the relief of Alfred 
M. Burnham; which was read twice by it'! title, ·and, with the ac­
companying p1per, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S.1311) for the relief of George F. 
Rider; which was re'M twroe by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MANDERSON intLoduced a bill (S.1312) for the reliefof 
the heirs of Charles B. Smith, deceased; which was read twice 
by its title, and r eferred to the Committee on Milita.ry Affairs. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 46) author­
izing the Secretary of the Navy to loan the Columbian caravels 
to the American National Red Cross, Incorporated; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to ·the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. TELLER introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 47) concern­
ing the appropriation for the introduction of a water supply to 
the station of the United States Fish Commission in Lake County, 
Colo.; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompmy­
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EXTENSION OF MASSACHUSETTS A VENUE. 
Mr. HARRIS. Some days ago a joint resolution proposing to , 

extend Massachusetts avenue through the Naval Observatory 
grounds was referred to the Committee on the District of Colum­
bia. I referred the joint resolution to the Secretary of the Navy, 
and he sends me a communication and the draft of a bill in re­
spect to the Naval Observatory grounds that I think important.~ 
I therefore move that the communication be orin ted and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. -

The motion was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, it was 
Ordet·ed, That Ml·. J. A. McCreary, of Emporia, Lyon County, Kans., have 

leave to withdraw from the files all documenLs a.nd papers filed by him to 
accompany Senate bills Nos. 181G and 1817, introduced during the Fifty-second 
Congress, subject to the rules. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTON, it was 
Ordered, That the papers relating to the claims of the stockholders of the 

Sea.boa.rd and Roanoke Railroad Company be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

ADDITIONAL SENATE MESSENGER. 
Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was re­

ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms is hereby authorized and directed to 
employ an addit.ional messenger at a salary of $1,440 per ann1lm, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate, until otherwise provided for. 

JUDGMENTS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to transmit to the 
Senate a. list of the judgments of the Court of Claims rendered since March 
4, 1893, on which there has been no appeal, and the time for appeal has ex­
pired. 
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT. 

Mr. MANDERSO i submitted the following concurrent reso­
lution, which wa.s referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by ike Senate (ike House of Representatives concurring), That there 
be printed at the Government Printing Office, in ~ddition to the number al· 
ready ordered by law, 15,500 copies of the fourteenth annual report of the 
Director of the United States (}eological Survey, uniform with the preced· 
ing volumeE of the series, of which 3.500 shall be for use of the Senate, 7,000 
for the use of the House of Representatives, and 5,000 for distribution by the 
Geological Surv-ey. 

MARITIME CANAL OF NICARAGUA. 

Mr. MORGAN. I submit a concurrent resolution and ask its 
consideration, if that is according to the rule. I am not quite 
cert3.in whether I have a right to do so or not. 

The concurrent resolution was read, as follows: 
r.esolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That a com· 

mittee to consist or three Senators to be appointed by the President of the 
Senate. anJ. three members of the House of Representatives to be appointed 
by the Speaker, be raised, whose duty it shall be to examine into and report 
upon the present condition of the Maritime Canal of Nicaragua, now be.ng 
constructed under a charter granted by the Congress of the United States 
and under concessions grantej by the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
and the prospect of the comp}et1on of said work under the control and with 
means to be raised by the sa.id Maritime Canal Company or Nicaragua, and 
such other matters connected With the construction and control of said 
canal as may better enable Congress to determine what legislation, if any, 
is proper and nece::Jsary tor the _promotion or the general welfare of the 
people and Government of the United States. 

2. Said commiltee may hold its sessions during the sessions of Congress, 
at any nlace in the United States, and may proceed to Nicaragua-and Costa 
Ricn. arid there conduct the examinations required by these redolutions, and 
the expenses of said committee incurred on the part of the Senate sha.ll be 
paid out of the cont1ngent fund or the Senat-e, and the expenses incurred on 
the p2.rt of the llouse of Representatives shall be paid out of the contingent 
fund of said House. 

3. Said joint committee shall choose its chairman and appoint a clerk and 
stenographer, and a sergeant-at-arms, who shall have, respectively, an al­
lowance of $5 per diem while in the serrtce or the committee. and said com· 
mittee shall report upon the matters committed to them by these resolu· 
tions. 

Mr. HARRIS. The resolution will have to go the Committee 
to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. That was the question in my mind. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will so hold. The con­

current resolution will be referred to the Committee to Audit 
and Contl·ol the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to make an inquiry on that 
point. The suggestion of the Senator from Tennessee is true in 
respect of a resolution passed merely by authority of the Senate. 
All resolutions p3.Ssed by authority of the Senate which incur 
expenses imposed upon the contingent fund of this body must of 
course go to that committee. This is a concurrent resolution, 
and I wish to inquire whether that does not make a difference. 

Mr. HARRIS. I beg le.tve to suggest to my friend from 
Alabn,ma that any resolution, whether a Senate resolution or a 
concurrent one, that makes a charge 1JpOn the contingent fund 
of the Senate is required by law to go to the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then perh3.ps I am in error. I was quite 
uncertain and mentioned the fact that I was uncert in about it· 
at the time the rese>lution was introduced. However, I should 
like to say a few words upon the resolution. 

The Congress of the United States finds itself now in an atti­
tude in reference to the Nicaraguan Canal which requires in 
good faith to its own people and in good faith to all the gov­
ernments of the world that we should determine whether we 
intend to take any legislative steps for assisting the canal project 
or not. It may not be the judgment of Congress that the United 
States ought to be in anywise connected in the way of financial 
support with the construction of the canal, or it may be that the 
judgment of Congress is that we ought to take the subject up and 
becon:e its patrons and benefactors to the extent that we ~hould 
have the control of it. I mean, of course, the actual and finan· 
cial control; I do not mean the political sovereignty Qver the 
country where the canal is to be constructed. 

But it is due to the Maritime Canal Company, whlch has spent 
about six or seven million dollars in the construction of the work; 
it is due to the reople of the United States, and particularly to 
the people of the Western coast of the United St:1tes, that this 
line of communicJ.tion shall either be adopted and executed by 
Congress, with all convenient and economic speed, or else that 
we shall at once announce our intention not to do this thing, and 
not to interfere with it, so that the company, chartered under 
our laws, can go abroad or come to the people of the United 
States or the Shtes of the American Union and obtain funds for 
the building of the canal as a private enterprise and conduct it 
hereafter without any interruption from the Congress of the 
United States. 

What I desire to do, as a fr-iend of the canal, is to have the 
subject disembarrassed of the difficulties with which it is con- . 
tinually contending. I believe that, notwithstanding the strin-

gency of the times, the great difficulty in raising money upon 
securities of any kind, if Congress h!td never interposed an ob­
jection and had never undeetaken to legislate upon this subject 
at all, the Maritime CdJlal Company of Nicaragua, under the great 
powers and beneficial advantages we have given it in the ch w­
ter, and under the encouragement of the Governments of Nic­
aragua and Cost.a Rica, with the assistanc 3 of other governments 
of the world (which in the absence of assist!'mce from us they 
have a perfect right to render , would to day have been in a 
career of decided prosperity. It would have been working along, 
al!d would have commended itseli to the world as an institution 
which was really et>tablished in the public faith and confidence 
and would work out in spite of all opposition and all embarrass­
ment. 

I s:ly this, Mr. President, because of the enormous advantages 
which must inure to the holders of the stock of the Maritime 
Canal Company whenever the canal is completed. We have but 
one example to which we can re ~er of an int::>rnational character 
to sustain and support the proposition which I am now advanc­
ing, and that is the example of the Suez Canal. That wu.s not 
built by a government, it was built by private enterprise, as­
sisted by the Khedi-ve of Eg-ypt, but most la.:gely out of the funds 
of the people of France, who subscribed to the s-3Curities of that 
company, taking its bunds, etc. But it has eventuated in Great 
Britain buying up the in ~erest of Egypt in the canal and mak­
ing~ vast amount of money, four or five fold the money they 
put mto the canal. It has been completed and is now being 
duplicated-thatis to say, enlarged to double its former size-and 
the income from it is something t.hat is wonderful connectovd 
with such a vast investment. There is perhaps no inve tment 
approa{}hing it in magnitude in the world that yields an income 
so great and so steady and so perfectly secured. 

Therefore I feel authorized to say, upon the example of the 
completion and prosperity of the Suez Canal, that if the canal 
across the Isthmus of D.1rien were built through Nicaragua 
(which is now the only place where a m.nal is po sible, according 
to the consensus of the opinion of the whole civilized world l, it 
would be one of the most profit.<l.ble investments to be found in 
the reach of the enterprise of financial men in the world. So 
I argue, indeed I conclude, that if the United States Govern­
ment had not interfered in anyway with this matter that canal 
would ha\e gone on pro perously. 

But a.t the same time the burden of it upon the people of the 
United States would have been something enormous. Congress 
made an effort to relieve the people of the United States from 
this very hewy burden by taking up the subject and proposing 
to advance the money for the purpose of building the canal, so 
as to bring the cost of construcUon down to the lowest dollar 
possible, and so that in realizi.ng profits upon the stock of the 
canal we could save to the people of the United States and of 
course to the people of the rest of the world a dollar and a half 
or two doll:u'S a ton upon all the merchandise that might pass 
through the canal back and forth. 

The proposition here was to get control of the enterprise 
(which, so far as we are concerned, was in its financial features 
at least a private enterprise) and work it for the benefit of the 
people oi the United States so as to make it cost them as little as 
possible, and thereby get as low a rate of toll as possible. That 
was the effort in Congress. but we have had much opposition, 
and doubt, and distrust, and difficulty about the matter. 

Mr. President, I am opposed to the Congress of the United 
States interfering with this matter any further exc ~pt upon a 
conclusive determination of the two bodies that they intend to 
take it up and dispose of it. If we do not intend to assist in 
building the cmal, in the name of conscience let us take our 
hands off it, so that the men who have invested their money in it 
and who have the credit as they believe and as I believe, to build 
the canal, may go along and do it. The people of the United 
St3.tes want this connection between the two oceans. The peo­
ple of the world want it. The progress of this agE: demands it .. 
It is the grandest work that has ever entered into the conceJr 
tion of the human mind. But it is not a recent conception. It 
is 150 years, or perhaps 200 years old. It has been going through 
the thought of statesmen in various countries for more than a 
centu y. yes, for more than two centuries, and has always re­
ceived the approval of the most sedate minds that have ever at­
tempted to investigate it. 

The object of my resolution is to enable a com.mitfe9 of Con­
g-ress, to be composed of three gentlemen from each House, to 
go down there. I will not be one of them, becnu.se owing to 
present circumstances it i.s impossible.Jor me to go upon such a 
mission, but there are other..,gentlemen who are willing to go. 
They can there determine what is the present condition of the 
work on the C3.nal and the prospect of the work and examine 
into every fact connected with it oi every kind and character, 
political1 financial, and commercial, and come back and make 
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their report to the two Houses of Congress. Then we shall be that it will bring up the oid -question between national author­
prepared to ,enter determinately upon the questi ,n whether we ity and State authority. However, -after a personal investiga­
will or will not take part in the building of the -canal. That tion of the magnitude of the thistle pest and the trouble that it 
is the fi cst question to b 3 settled. After we h 3.ve -determined, is giving the farmers of the West, and after exam ning all the 
for instance, that we will rbuild the ca-nal, the question as reports which have been made upon it by officials sent ·out 
to the mode oi construction, the measures by which we can from the Agricultural Dep:trtment. I concluded that there is but 
secure tha Treasury ·of the United States, ·and by which we c:m one way by which it may ba eradic3.ted and driven nut of the 
realize to the people of the United States the reduction of agricultural sections of the West, and that way I have provided, 
the tolls upon the -canal, are all matters of det:lil about which I believe, in the bill which has just been read. 
the two Houses can veryresdilyagree. Thereisno-dangerof our As I hwe said, there is but little known concerning this new 
g oing wild about it at all. We can -take tb ismeasure up after the ag ricu1 tural pest. I find in the report of the SecretJ.ry of Agri­
Sen .ite and House h w e concluded that it is their .duty to build culture for 1891 but a very brief reference to it, which I will 
the canal and dispose of the details , I think, without any serious re.td. The Secretary says: 
difficulty whn.teve1•. • 'The variety Tragus is not known to be native in this country, but its home 

My friend, the Senator Irom Maine [Mr. FRYE], and myself is in Russia., and it has more than likely been introduced from that country 
in i ed b fo ommitt of th H us f R t t' either with forage seed or brought over in some way by emigrants. were v e re a c ee e 0 e 0 epreEen a I ves However it may have become mtroduced in the West,, one thing is certain, 

the other day to express some opinions and gi v.e some infor m a- and that is that it is rapidly sprealin~ and threatens to be one of the very 
tion that we were s u.pposed to h :1ve upon this question. The wo.rstweedswith which ~he farmerwill ha.ve to contend. I~ has already 
Pronosition of which 1 am now speaking originated in the othel'l ~a.illed;astrong footho~d ill ~orth a?-1 South D_a.kota, extendmg eastward ... . . . illto Minnesota and W1scons1n. and lS common ill northern Nebraska, and 
H ouse w1th the Committee on Interstate an~ Foreign Comme_r ce. has been recently detected along railroad tracks near Denver, Colo. 
I understand t?at they have made .a ~nammous report to that I call the attention of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. ALLISON] to 
body of som.e kmd, l. ~0 not kn?;w preClsely what, but favor3:ble the fact that it has invaded his State and is doing a great deal 
to the sendmg of a JOIDt c<?mmittee of the two Houses t<? NICa- of damage as I shall show by reports from the Secretary as I 
ragua ; and I th<?ught that It. was my d~ty ~erha.ps, ~a ~riend of proceed. ' 
the me~sure, to mt~oduce this schemem order that It ~ught_un- I have read about all the reference to this pest in the "Report 
dergo amendment ifne~essary, and,,at all events, consideratiOn. of the Secret~try .of Agriculture for 1891. I find in that report 

1 <U.sk that the C?mmittee on Contm_gent Expenses of th~ Sen- also a letter from the president of the Dakota Irrigation Com­
ate, if they appreCI~te the v.alue of this m atter as _I thmk ~t de- panv, dated October 28, 1891, addressed to the Secretary of Agri­
serv~s to be ,appreel~ted, Wlll t:1ke up .the resolut10.n as soon as cultUre. I shall read a brief extract from that letter. The 
po~sible and repor~ It back, ~ecause. 1f the comm.Ittees can h3 writer says: 
raised they really o .ght to go rmmediate1y and ava1l themselves Th" bn . d h b f "d bl · i f , 

f th h I'd · th t th · b I Co ill 1s o oxwus wee as ecome so ornn a e ill some port ons o tne o e o 1 ay recess, so a eir a sence rom ngress w State, notably in Scotland, s. Dak.,where the Russians formerly settled, tha.t 
not be a very long one. many farmers ar~ driven from their homes on account of it. ·A man who 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 'The coneu~rent resolutinn will be was ther~ some trme ago sta~s tJ;latfanners wer~l~aving their land by the 
f d tb C · to A d' d ~""~~ l h . dozens, sunply because of this evil As to the soil1t affects, the plants are 

re erre to e omm1ttee u 1t an vuntro t :e Contmgent found in..difrerent soil, but thl'ive best in high. dry places, railroads being the 
Expenses of the Senate. favorite "POsition, and the poorer the soil the more vigorously it grows. It 

is also found growing abundantly in cultivated tl.elds, springmg up among 
crops that are being cult-ivated, especiallv in wheat fields, but not as much 
in coimfi.elds,.as there they have a ch:mce to kill the weeds as fast as they 
start. It is never found in low, wet places, and very seldom on the unbroken 
prairie. The weed is similar to the old-fashioned tumble-weed. and as it has 
millions of seeds, any field-where one of these Jl].ants has grown will be lit-

THE RUSSIAN THISTLE. 
. Mr. HANSBROUGH. Mr. President, on Monday last I intro­

duced a bill proposing to give authority to th-e Secretary of Agri­
e.ulture for the destr.uction:and .extermination of the new agri­
miltural pest w-hich has in recentyea;rs tnken possession of ma.ny 
acres of Western land, .known as the Russian thistle or Russian, 
cactus. I requested that the bill then lie on the table and ga;ve 
notice that to-day I wonld call it up and sub-mit some remarks 
thereon. I .ask that the Secretary .may r ead the bill for the in­
formation oi the Senate. 

erally covered with the seeds. . 
From the best authority I can obtain, there is no question but that the Rus· 

sians brought the seed to this country. It .is claimed t!:lat the tender plants 
make good feed f-or stock; I have noticed -that cattle and sheep eat them 
when the weeds are very young, but the plant grows quickly and in a short 
time the stalk becomes hard, and then nothing will touch it. It is becoming 
a very serious question with our farmers how to free their land at-this time, 
and unless some method is devised to s top its growth or exterminate it a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BERRYinthe.chair). The grea.tmany ·acres w.ill become valneless in a. very short time. 
Secretary will read as requested. 

The Secretary read the bill, .as follows: 
A bill (8.1237) providing for the destr.uctionandex.termin.ationof theitoxious 

plant or weed known as saltwort or ..Russian t.histle or cactus. 
Be it enaf:led, etc., That the Secretary of Agriculture is llereby authorized 

and.dil'ected to ·employ competent agents, not exceeding ten .in number at 
any one time, whose duty it shall be, under instructions from the Secreta.rv 
of Agriculture, to make examinations and investigations. at such points as 
may by .him be deemed necessary, and to report to him .with respect to the 
existence of the noxious plant or weed known as saltwort'Or Russian thist..e 
or cacLus in any of the States or Territories of the Union, .and -upon receipt 
of conclusive information tha tsuch noxious plant or weed exists and 18 grow­
ing and thriving upon any of .the lands in any State or Territory it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary·of Agriculture to instruct the said agents to em­
ploy and diPect all necessary help ·and to ·proceed, in the proper season, to 
destroy and exwrmin.a te all such saltwort or Russian thistle or cactus where­
ever found upon the highways, in cultivated fields, upon abandoned lands. or 
upon the :public lands, or upon railroad or other land grants, and to prevent 
its spreading to -adjacent States or Territories or commu:n'itie.s. ·The com­
pensation of said agents shall lie at the rate of $6 per diem, "With all necessary 
eXIJenses, while engaged in the actual performance of their duties, and the 
compensation of :persons~mpleyed in the work of destroying and ex:termi· 
na.ting the thistles as aforesaid shall not exceed $21Jer.diem ·for adult males 
and $1 per diem for females and for .maloo:under 15 years of age. 
SEc.~- That it shall be the duty of the Secretn.ry of Agr.iculture to prepare 

such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary far the speedy and ef· 
factual destruction and extirpation of all s.altwort or 'Rnssian thistle or 
cactus, as a;roresaid, and t.o certify such rules and Pegulations "to the execu­
tive authority of each State.and 'I'erritory and invite said autllorities to co· 
operate in the execution and enforcement-of tihis ·aet. 

SEc. 3. That 'the sum of·$1,000,000, to beimmediately .av.ailable, or so .much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of aB.Y moneys in 
the TreasUI7 not otherwise appropriated, to car:x:y .into effect the provisions 
of this act. 

SEc. 4. That the Secretary ~of Agricultnre &hall report :ann.nally to Con· 
gress, at the commencement<>! each .sessien, a list of the 1names of all per­
sons employed, their sex and age, and submit with s.uch report an itemized 
statement of all expenditures under tihis act. and give full :particulars of the 
means -adopted, and earned int.o-eifect ior. the destrn.ctiOIL.andex:terminaticm 
of. all saltwort '>r Russian thistle or cactus in the various States .and .Terri· 
tories w~erever found; also to report concern.ing the extent.a.nd manner of 
State:cooperatwn. 

·Mr. HANSBROUGH. Mr. President, -this is-anew subject . 
e~pecially new to Congress, but it is i.Jy .no means a new :ques~ 
t10n. There is ·ample preceuerrrt for such 1eo-islation in the act 
of 1884, kne-wn :as the :pleuro -pneumonia .a~. 1 have .had con­
siderable hesitation in o-ffering .tbis m easune, beoauae I know 
there is.:a ·generaLaversion to ·whatis· knowllHB'J>ater-na;l.ism,:and 

. 

In the Report of the Secretary of AgricUlture for 1892 I find 
this reference to the Russia-n thistle, which m y be_ considered 
additional to what I have read from the report of 1891. The 
Sec-retary ·says: 

The Russian thistle .grows .best on high, .dry land. The plants are less 
numerous and robust in wet tlum in -dry seasons, .not because they can not 
stand wet weather, but because they are more crowded by other plants. '.llil.e 
thistle appears to .grow equally well in atkatine and -noua.lkaline soils. 
The absence of trees and fences, the strong winds, and the methods .of tarm· 
ing followed.in .the North west·are ·particularly 1a vorable to its d!Stribntion 
and growth. The p:ilicy of groWling .only ·a few very profitable crops has 
induced the farmers to break up a-larger area than they can work :w.ell. 

Wheat is sowed over acre after ~ere, sometimes merely drilled in on the 
furrow, or even on .unplowed stubble laud. Where whole sections.and .even 
tow.nships form one continnous·wheat field, an acre here .and there so grown 
up to weeds as not to bewo:xth harvesting, does not seem to be of much im­
portance; but it is in such places that the principal development of thistle 
seeds for the su~ceeding year takes place. Plowing in the spring or early 
summer is espeCially favorable to the growth of the Russian thistle, sinceit 
then obt::tins a tharcmgh foothold in J-uly, and, being able to stand dry 
weather better than .other plant-s, takes complete possession of the soil. 

In a-ddition to this I find in a publication from the Dapsrtment 
c.f Agriculture ·known as Farmers' Bulletin No. 10, dated 18B3, a 
r eport on this subject. This, I will say;'wa.s written by a gen­
tleman who went to the West to investigate the R ussian th.:stle 
and came baek .and made .:a repor-t to the Secretary of Ao-ricul­
ture, which is ver-y lengthy. I shall only read passages fro-m it 
which indicate the growth and the extent <>f the pest. 'The 
writer :say~ 

I t will take possession of \a field to the -exclusion of .ev~rything else, and it 
draws !rom the land .a large amormt of noUI'ishment that might otherwi&e 
go ~oma1re .usetul pla.nts. ln these re.s:pects it .merely partakes Of the prop­
erties o.f ·:til :weeds. except that it-spreads a.nd multiplies more rapidly, and 
hence takesmore-sp.a.ce !illdmore nourishment. 

Some .or ·its rspecia1·cha.n.acteristics render this thistle m:uch mare :trOUble­
some th.an.other weeds. J.tis armed w.i.th spines quite as .sharp-and much 
stronger than those of common thistles. "Beca.u.se.of these it is difficult .to 
drive ho:tses through a field where the plants are abundant. In soml3 sec­
~We :~~s .1lnd 'it necessary to .bind leathers about the borses' •legs 

"' .. '* ~ * * '$ 

·:.'l!brashersfincUt..a.lmose'impossib1e:to get gl(}Tes thic.kenoagll to keep the 
spines ffilt<O! their Jin~. yet th:in .en.<mg.h.t.o :work ·wit:h.. · 

"The Russian thistle J.S theworSll..roll.tn,g .t.u.:m.rrleweed on the J)l:ah'ie, and l.n 
time of-prairie:fi:resis'eaS'flYblown across-a fiTe-break of any width, carryirrg 
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fire to stacks and bnildings. The weeds bank up against wire fences, causing 
them to be blown over by the force of the wind, and are sometimes carried 
into the groves on tree claims, making it impossible to cultivate. * * * 
When large and well developed they are bulky and stiff, making i t very difll· 
cult to run harvesting machinery or even a plow. On railroad grades they 
preventthegrowthof grass and otherplants thatwouldkeepthe banksfrom 
washing. 

The Russian thistle originated in Eastern Europe or Western Asia. It has 
been known in Russia many years and has quite as bad a reputation in the 
wheat regions there as it has in the Dakotas. It was introduced in Bon­
homme County, S.Dak., about fifteen years ago. Reports differ as to the 
method of its introduction. There is little doubt, however, that it was first 
brought there in very small quantities in flaxseed which was imported from 
Europe. * * * The few plants grown from the foreign seed grew, pro­
duced seed, and increased slowly and almost unnoticed until about six yeats 
ago (1886). .. 

* 
The Russian thistles are most wonderfully adapted for spreading and cover­

ing new territory. As tumbleweeds they are carried for miles by the wind, 
scattering seeds as they go. By th1s means alone they often advance 5 or 
10 miles in a single season. Sin~le stray weeds may doubtless be blown 
much farther. The general advance is in the direction of the preva.iling 
winds or the most frequem high winds, but the shifting breezes beat the 
plants about and seed all the area occupied. In ma.ny localities where a few 
plants were first seeu four or five years ago every spot of land where the sod 
has been broken is now occupied. On every badger btm·ow and overfed spot 
in the prairie; on every roadside, railroad embankment, fire·break, and neg­
lected garden; on every field or early-plowed land or stubble may be seen a 
patch or thistles. The seeds are not here and there, as with Eastern weeds, 
but they are everywhere. The few plant-s intl'oduced four or five years ago 
have seeded the land for miles in every direction. 

Plants are carried long distances on the railroads by stealing rides on the 
brake· rods and on the engines. They are also carried in the bedding or earth 
on stock cars. The seed is carried in flaxseed to considero.bleextent, but in 
none of the other grains raised in the West. 

Whenever the plants or seeds thus carried by man are dropped they make 
new centers of growth, from which they may be scattered to the surround­
ina country by the wind. They grow larger and more abundant some years 
thm others; but even during their otl yea.rs they keep on spreading over 
new territory. 

Here is an estimate made by the writer of this report of the 
damage done by the pest in 1892. He says: · 

In the badly infested area more than 6!0,000 acres are devoted to wheat­
raising. The average loss on this land that may be attributed to the Rus­
sian thistlealonecl.nnot be less than 5 bushels perac1·e, and 3,200,000 bushels 
of wheat at the minimum price of 50 cents per bushel-

That was the farm price last year. Since then the Sherman 
act has been repealed and now the farm price is about 40 cents-
indicates a loss to the farmers of the two Dakotas of !1,600,000, The loss in 
othe!"crops, the injuries caused by the spines a.nd the fires caused by the 
plants jumping firebreaks will bring the total loss to something more than 
$2, 000,000 tor the year 1892. 

Here is a loss to agriculture in .the Western States of upwards 
of $2,000,000 in one year. 

I called upon the Secretary of Agriculture recently and had 
compiled at the Department an estimate of the loss for the year 
1893, by way of contrast, showing the extent and growth of this 
weed. The estimate is as follows: 

ESTDlATE OF DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE RUSSIAN TIDSTLE IN 1893. 
About one-tenth of the corn crop of the two Dakotas has been dam-

aged at least l per cent, causing a loss oL ______ -------- ·----- __ ____ $5, ()()() 
Ii'ully one-third or the oat,'i crop has been damaged 10 per cent, a 

loss of __ -------------------------.-··-------- -------------------------- 500,000 
The flax crop in many places has been a total failure, and the dam-

age to the entire crop is not less than 33j per cent, a loss or....... 600, ~ 
About 10 per cent or the wheat in North Dakota and about 75 per 

cent or that in South Dakota is grown in the infested area. The 
damage to wheat in this area is fully 20 per cent, a loss or_ _______ 3, 000,000 

The da!llage to potatoes and other crops, and to farm machinery 
and stock, and due to fires carried by the thistles is at least __ ____ 200,000 

The damage in Iowa and Nebraska .... -------- _________ : ____ ·-________ 90,000 

Making a total loss of $4,395,000 for the present year. If the 
pest continues to spread, as it certainly will unless effective 
measures are taken to destroy it, it will soon cover the wheat 
fields of all the West.ern States. In five or six years, if it is not 
checked, the States of Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, and 
North and South Dakota will be completely overrun with it. 

I have one other item of evidence to offer in connection with 
what I have already read. It is from Prof. H. L. Bolley, botan­
ist of the Government experiment station of North Dakota. He 
thus speaks of the thistle in a recent special bulletin: 

Of its damaging capabilities I need only note that entire fields of large 
area may be seen into wh1ch it would be extreme cruelty to force a team, 
because or the large size, density, and thorny nature or the brush. Within 
the area of its distribution in South Dakota. (most of that portion known as 
the James River Valley) many farms are being abandoned, the cactus hav­
ing taken full possession. 

From Lisbon to Edgeley, and southward from these two points, there may 
be seen many fields which in the spring gave promise of a good yield of wheat. 
At this date the ground is occupied by a solid mass of cactus brush; and there 
was no harvest. Three years ago farmers in that region were hardly aware 
of the existence or such a weed, but were at times interested iu a few stray 
ones tumbling across the prairie. Sixteen years ago the weed did not exist 
in the Dakotas; yet in 1892 Government oftlcials estimated the damage upon 
wheat la.nd alone as being 1,600,000. 

This report was made by a gentleman who is on the ground 
and who has ob3erved the growth and spread oi the thistle. 

Having thus reviewed the reports of the Department of Af!· 
riculture with respect to the thistle for the years 1891-'92, I now 
submit a brief review of the most recent information on the sub­
ject. The following memorandum is furnished by Mr. Coville, 

in charge <?f the di'!ision of ?ota.ny of the Agricultural Depart­
ment .. It 18 from InformatiOn recently gather~d by Assistant 
Botamst Dewey, who has done all the field work in connection 
with the Russian thistle. Mr. Dewey returned from the affected 
? is~ricts only a few days ago. The history of this terrible plague 
IS tnus broug-ht do:vn to date,. It .was prepared espechlly at my 
request, to be used m connection w1th the data already submitted: 

In September and October, 1892, a field agent was sent by the United States 
D~partment of Agriculture to investigate the damage done by the Russian 
thistle in North aud South Dakota. A report of this investigation was sub­
sequently published as "Farmers' Bulletin, No, 10," or the Department of 
Agriculture, giving a map of the area infested at that time by the weed an 
estim<"l.te of the damage caused by it, and an account of some of the meth'ods 
w~ch mig_ht be used to stop its progress. The information brought out in 
th1s bulletm would have done a great deal toward enabling the people or 
those States to repress the Russian thistle, if it had been widely dissemi­
nat-ed amongthem, and U they had been impressed by State or national leg­
islation with the danger of the weed with which they had to deal. 

In ~~ovember or the present year the same region was examined by the 
same tield agent, and the facts brought out are such as to cause the greatest 
ap. r ehension regarding the future or wheat-growing in these and adjacoot. 
States. The rapid spread of the weed is indicat-ed by a map showing its dis­
tribution at the present time compa.rej with its known distribution in 1892 
both tbese maps being based on data brought together by the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

The map referred to is on exhibition in the Chamber. The 
green background represents the area covered by the thistle in 
18~2 , the red indicates the spreading of the thistle in the year 
1893. It will be seen by reference to this map that the thistle is 
found as far South as the north line of Kansas, and as far North 
as the Dominion line. It also appears as far West as Wyoming, 

JLnd as far Eastas Milwaukee;Wis. Itisonlyaquestiono! time 
when it will extend from ocean to ocean, and from Texas to the 
North Pole, unless checked, and checked without delay. 

Mr. Dewey then goes on to give the history of the weed in the 
United States. He says: 

In 1873 it was first intJ.·oduced in Bon Homme County, S. Dak., in flaxseed 
brought from Russia. Four years later Yankton County was invaded. Ten 
ye:trs after its first introduction it was spread to Hutchinson, Douglas, and 
Charles Mix, the tier or counties to the north and west. 

In 18381t was first noticed In many new localities and probably fresh seed 
was introduced in some of the Russian flax fields in the northwestern part 
of South Dakota during that year. Since 1888 the pest bas been rapidly cov­
ering all the region infested, and at the same time has been spreadin~ to 
new localities, so that now it is really troublesome over an area or 25 000 
square miles, equal to half New En~land, and it has become scattered but 
has not yet become really troublesome over an additional area of at least 
25,000 square miles, equal to half or New England. 

The information received by the Department of Agriculture up to the pres­
ent time shows that the weed is scattered over seventy-five counties in the 
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
Iowa. and Wyoming; that the average damage done by it in the region isap: 
proximately 20 par cent of the entire crop; that in the seventy-five counties 
in which the weed positively occurs about two-thirds of the land is infested 
by it. 

The agencies by which the seed is transported to new areas are principally 
in fia.x and wheat seed, by transportation on trains and by the wind. It is 
also carried about by families moving from one uoint to another, and by 
threshing machines traveling from farm to farm. The damage thus far done 
is probably slight in comparison with the amount which may be expected in 
the future, if we estimate the damage on the basis of the rapidity with which 
the plant spreads, and the fact that in the a.reas already infested by it, it is 
annually causing greater damage per acre. From some localities reports 
have been received that the entire crops were rendered worthless by this 
weed. 

The problem of eradication in the counties now infested is a problem of 
the greatest difficulty, requiring the expenditure of a large sum of money, 
and the active cooperation of all the inhabitants, together with a carefully 
arranged and executed plan of work. . 

Many different means to check the progress or the weed have already been 
suggested by the Department of Agriculture. Among these are late summer 
fallowing, early ran plowing, bu.rning, and pasturing it with sheep. None 
of these methods have, however, any emcacy if they are not universally ap­
plied. 

In this connection Senators will understand that it is useless 
for a single farmer or any community of farmers to undertake 
to rid their land of the thistle while any other number offarmers 
neglect to do so, because the winds will simply carry the seeds 
over the lands which had been protected against it. Theresult 
is the next year the industrious farmers will have as great a crop 
of thistle as their neighbors who failed to take proper precautions. 
So it must be apparent that any move against this enemy must 
be made all along the line simultaneously and by some precon­
certed measure adopted: I believe, as it should be, by Congress, 
and under rules coming from the Secretary of Agriculture, be­
cauRe the States are simply powerless to deal with it. On ac­
count of the present low prices of grain all over this country 
the farmers can not afford to add another single dollar to any 
acre which they cultivate. They are now putting every dollar 
of money and every hour of time they have into the prepara­
tion of their lands for their crops year after year, and the ne­
cessity of expending any amount on their farms in addition to 
the usual expenses incident to the raising of crops would sim­
ply drive them out of b_usiness. 

The report of Mr. Dewey concludes as follows: 
With regard to the further spread of the weed, the greatest emphasis 

should be placed upon the question or pure seed ot grain, flax, and other 
crops. So important a. matter is this that it is almost necessary that State 
and national legislation should be enacted making obllgatory the inspection 
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of all seed exported from the infested area. If such steps had been in V06Ue 
when the Russian thistle was :first introduced into the United States, it 
would have been easily exterminated, and :tlo more single itp.portant item 
in dealing with the weed can be suggested than this. 

Mr. President, the closing paragraph of this report gives a 
very fair illustration of the damage which is being done, and I 
again call the attention: of the Senator from Iowa to. this p_ara­
graph, becg,use it pertams to the ravages of the Russian th1-stle 
in his Shte. 

In the s:lngle county or Woodbury, in the State of Iowa, it is estimated 
that the damage done by this weed during the season of 1890 was practically 
none; in1891, $2,000; in 189'2, $10,0:JO, and in the present season, $50,000. 

This is in one county in Northwestern Iowa. 
The amount of dama~e indicated in this estimate is not so alarming as the 

rate of increase which 1t shows. The damage to the crops was much greater 
during the present year (1893) than in the previous year (1892), but owi:Q.g to 
the difference in the price of grain the increase does not appear so large as 
it rea.lly is. The damage in 1892 was estimated at $2,00:),000. This year it is 
estimated at $i,39 .,ooo, showing an increase oi $2,395,000 in spite or the de­
creased prices and decreased crops due to other causes. 

Mr. President, I have baen at considerable pains to collect 
everything I co~ concerning this plant, and consider that I was 
very fortunate a few days ago in making the acquaintance of a 
distinguishc: d Russian scientist, who is now traveling over the 
United St.<ttes, and is at present in this city, and who gave me 
much valuable information. I refer to Prince Galitzen, who is 
a member of the Russian Geographical Association, and also a 
member, I believe, of the agricultural society of the province of 
Pultava, in Russia, and himself a large landowner and agricul­
turist. 

Prince Galitzen tells me that four years ago, when be left 
Russia, he passed through the southwestern portion of Siberia, 
and there found stretches of this thistle for five or six hundred 
miles in the most fertile pg,rts of that country. It had driven 
every farmer out of thatsection. He also tells me that the Rus­
sian Government, which has been engaged in the great work of 
irrigation and putting in large irrigating ditches in southwest­
ern Siberia for some years, has abandoned the project chiefly on 
account of the thistle. He states that the pest has overrQn the 
country largely in the provinces of Ural and Kieff, which com­
prise the most fertile agricultural region in Russia, and that the 
peasant farmers are simply fleeing in terror before it. 

He has had no report from there since he left concerning the 
pest, but has no doubt that by this time the Russian Govern­
ment has concluded to take hold of it, and assist the local gov-

·ernments in driving it out, or, at least, attempting to do so. He 
says the local governments are utterly powerless to cope with it, 
and we ca.n well understand that with the condition of the farm­
ers to--day all over this country and the low stage of ' the ex­
chequers of the various States of the Western country, the seat 
of agriculture in this country and the great breadbasket of the 
world, they are unable to cope with it alone, because it must be 
attacked all aJ ong the line simultaneously on every spot of land 
where it is found. 

Of all the pests of agriculture of which I have ever heard, in 
my judgment, this is the worst, and in fact I believe it exceeds 
in its power for destruction all others put together. 

The chief reason why the Government of the United States 
should take hold of the matter is that in sections where it is 
most prolific, where it is doing the greatest amount of damage, 
there is yet a very large area of unclaimed land; in other words, 
public domain, and I know from personal observation that on the 
public lands in many parts of my State the thistle has taken 
complete possession, and they have become the breeding ground 
for it. 

We can welltmderst.and how futile it is for any farmer to at­
tempt individually to keep it out of his fields, when those fields 
are surrounded by the thistle on the public lands and on the 
abandoned farms. In such places it thrives most prolifically. 
Another reason why Congress should act, it seems to me, is that 
the seed of the thistle was brought to this country by immi­
grants, and the immigrants came here under the provisions of 
treaties and laws that came from Congress. In this respect it is 
in the same category with cholera, pleuro-pneumonia, or any 
other dread disease, against -which Congress legislates without 
ifUestion. 

Mr. President, in view of the rmportance of agriculture in this 
countJ·r, when we ~onsider the fact that agriculture is the basis 
of our mduskies, indeed the corner stone, and we may say the 
structure itself, of the Republic, it seems to me that it is the 
duty of Congress to take action respecting this terrible scourge 
to the greatest of all our great industries. I simply occupy the 
time of the Senate this morning for the purpose of laying before 
it the information which I have gathered in order that Senators 
may hs.ve a compact document hereafter to which they may re­
fer in considering this question. 

I now move that the bill be referred to the Committee on Ag­
riculture and Forestry. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be so referred, in 
the absence of objection. 

PROPOSED FINANCIAL LEGISLATION. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, were it. not that the Senator 
from Arkansas [Mr. BERRY] has given notice that he desires to 
address the Senat-e to-morrow, and also the Senator from Kansas 
[Mr. PEFFER], considering that so much time has been occupied 
in the morning business, I should be disposed to defer the speech 
of which I gave notice some days since until some other d:1y, 
but, although it may b 3 tiresome to the Sen~te , I think I shall 
proceed. 

I ask that the resolution of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
MoRRILL] may be laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution referred to by 
the Senator from Oregon will be read. 

The Secretary read the l.'esolution submitted by Mr. MORRILL 
on the 7th instant, as follows: 

Hesol·ved, That all parts o! the President's message relating to the tariff, 
internal revenue, and income tax, together with that relating to those who, 
it L'3 said, after a hard struggle for tarilt reform, are solemnlyp!edged to it, 
be, :md hereby are, referred to the Committee on F.i.n'l.nce. 

Mr. DOLPH .Mr. President, upon the second day of the late 
special session of Congress, immediately after the receipt of the 
President's message, in which he attributed the then depressed 
condition of our industries and our finances t<> the operation of 
the Sherman law, I embraced the opportunity to dissent from his 
views, and to very briefly state that, in my judgment. t :.e con­
trolling cause which had brought disaster to our industries, 
which had closed our factories and mills, which had thrown our 
laborers out of employment, which had forced t;ollections, made 
monev scarce, and caused the suspension and failure of our 
banks, and the falling off of the revenues, was the same cause 
which had always, during the whole period of our national ex­
istence, produced similar disastrous effects in this country, viz., 
the threatened abandonment of the protective system, the fear 
of hostile tariff legislation; and I then asserted, what I now re­
peat, that the only real prosperity this country has ever enjoyed 
has been under the protective system, and that all business and 
financial reverses that have overtaken our people can be directly 
traced to the abandonment, or the proposed abandonment, of 
the protective policy. 

There have been periods of comparative prosperity, owing to 
conditions in Europe or in our own country growing out of wars 
or failure of crops, which created a more favorable and more profit­
able market than usual for our surplus agricultural products; 
and helped to_ prevent ruinous competition of foreign products 
with our domestic manufacturers-periods during which a mod­
erate. protection to Am0rican industries was sufficient to make 
them moderately pr.osperous. But the fact remains, as is fully 
demonstrated by our exp'erience for more than a century, that 
labor, being the source of all wealth, national and individual 
prosperity can only be secured by such protection to domestic 
industries as will give employment to American labor, so that 
all our people shall be engaged in the cre:1tion of wealth. 

Being in favor of the measure so long before the Senate for 
the repeal of the purchasing clause of the Sherman law, and 
being desirous of securing an early vote upon it, not because I 
regarded it as the source of our troubles , or supposed its pas­
sage would greatly relieve our prostrate industries, but because 
I believed the continued purchase of silver bullion was contrary 
to sound financial principles, and therefore if persisted in must 
eventually impair the credit of the Government and at the 
same time greatly diminish the purchasing power of our silver 
currency-during the discussion, as I was about to say, I con­
tented myself with briefly dissenting from the claim made by 
the President and the political majority in Congress that our 
business troubles resulted · from the operation of the Sherman 
law, promising that when that measure should be disposed of, 
and there was a suitable opportunity to do so, I would underfa.ke, 
by reference to our history, to .3how that our business and finan­
cial depression should have been expected from, and was the 
natural and logical result of the success of the Democratic party; 
a success that carried with it the control of the executive branch 
of the Government and of both branches of Congress, thus 
placing that party in a position to c:1rry into effect its pledge to 
overthrow the protective system and to enact a tariff for reve­
nue only, like those of 1833, 1816, and 1857. 

What has happened has been predicted by Republican speakers 
for years, if the Democratic party should secure control of the 
executive and legislative departments of the Government. 
The men who managed the great industries of the country saw 
the South again in the absolute control of the Democratic 
party. They were admonished also by Mr. Cleveland's fre?­
trade message of 1887; by the passage through a Democratic 
House of the Mills bill; by the attitud.e of D.3mocrats in both 
branches of Congress in recent years; by the actioP of the Demo-
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cratic nation:1l convention of 1892 in substituting- the radicll 
Neal resolution for the moderate resolutions on the tariff re­
ported by the committee on platform, that the South has not 
changed its attitude on the tariff since South Carolina declared 
protective laws to be unconstitution.U and null and void, and 
that if the United States should attempt to force the tariff laws 
within her borders she would destrov the Union. 

Actuated by the instinct of self-pr~eservation, these managers 
and promoters of American industry and enterprise paused to 
see where the threatened blow would fall, and diminishing their 
products, getting rid of their surplus and forcing collections, 
made res.dy for the threatened storm. Every industry, every 
calling, felt the shock, and the wheels of our great industrial 
system were stopped. To properly trace the history of protec­
tive legisL tion in this country, it is necessary briefly to allude 
to the causes which led to the separation of the colonies from the 
mother country and to the adoption of the present Constitution. 
THE CAUSES WHICH LED THE COLONIES TO DECLARE THEIR INDEPESD"ENCE 

OF THE MOTHER COUNTRY. . 

Among all the causes which alienated the colonies fl'om Great 
Britain, the most potent was her persistent policy of refusing, 
hindering the colonists from making fol' themselves the things 
they needed· of suppressing by hostile legislation every attempt 
in the coloniesatmanuiacturing, even themost ordinary andnec­
essary articles; a policy intended for the purpose ol making the 
inhabitants of the colonies producers of raw materials for English 
markets only, and wholly dependent on Great Britain for the 
manufactured articles theyconsumed. Time will notpermitme 
to enumerate the various hostile acts of the British Parli.;~ment 
t.o suppress and destroy manufactures in the colonies. They are 
familiar to every student of American histOry_ The system of 
repression was complete. It extended to almost everything the 
colonists undertook to make for themselves. ln pursuance of 
this policy the ship building and the shipping interests oi the 
colonies were destroyed by the British navigation acL. 

These many acts of oppression, calculated to make the colonists 
entirely dependent upon the mother country, .and which were 
only aggravated by every attempt to obtain redress, produced 
g1·eat discontent among the colonists; and when Great Britain, 
not content with making them producers of raw materials for 
the British markets. and consumers of British manufactures 
only~ sought to replenish her treasury by internal taxation in 
the colonies, and by customs duties on importations of foreign 
goods forced upon them by British policy, the discantentripened 
into resentment and open rebellion. T.he story of the stamp act 
and of the tea party in Boston Harbor are familiar . It was com­
mercial tyranny against which the colonists rebelled. It was 
commercial freedom which they sought, and it was to obtain 
this that finally, driven to desperation and willing to hazard life 
and honor in the struggle, they declared their political independ­
ence of the mother country. 

The commercial policy of Great Britain, and causes which led 
to the formation of a new constitution, were discussed by United 
Sta.tes Senator Dickerson, of New Jersey, on January 23, 1832 in 
a powerful speech in the Senate upon the tariff question, from 
which I quote the following. He said: 

The want of a power to protect the great interests or commerce, na. viga­
tion, a~icultm·e, and m nnfactures, all or which rest upon the same basis, 
led to the call or the convention which formed our Constitution. Without 
the power to protect these greatJinterests, no Constitution would have been 
formed, and i! that power were taken away, <li.ssolution would inevitably 
ensue. 

While we were colonies to Great Britain she endenvored, by rigid. restric­
tions, to confine our industry to such agricultural pursuits as would not in­
terfere with her own; and, by restrictions still more rigid, did she endeavor 
to prevent the establishment of manufactures in this country; and even the 
great Chatham. the distingui hed friend o! thi>~ country, to whom we h ave 
long sung praises and erected statues. declared thatllewouldnotwlllingly 
permit the manufacture of even a hobnail in these colonies. By an act of 
Parliament, in the year 1750, it was made a crim.in<tl o!rense to erect any mill 
or other engine for slitting or rolling iron or any plating force w work with 
a trip hammer or any furnace for making steel. The punishment for this 
offense was a fine of £200 and the abatement of any such work as a nuisance. 

The governors of the respective provinces were bound to see thls law car­
ried into errect. under a penalty of a flneof£500. the loss of their omce.and a dis­
qualification to hold omce. By another statute,hatters were restrained !rom 
taking more than two apprentices each, and no~ for any period less than 
seven years. and from em-ploying negroes .in theh· business, and the colonists 
were prohibited from transporting hats or home manufactured woolens 
from one province to another. 

• * -* >II • • $ 

oimmediately after the establishment of our independence Great :Britain 
endeavored to obtain from us all the advantages which she had derived from 
us while colonies without e:..:tending to us the advantages we had enjoyed 
from the indulgence or the mother country; and in this they succeeded while 
we were held together not united, by the old confederation till our country 
was on the brink of ruin. It will not be time misspent to examine the plans 
and schemes adopted in Great Britain, and which she is still pursuing ii1 
part to get possession of our commerce and navigation, and to prevent the 
growth ot our manufact"tlres. Lord She:flleld, in his observations on the 
commerce o! the American States, puts the policy o! Great Britain on these 
subjects in a clear point of view 

In page 255, he says: "Nothing should be done to court the attention of 
foreigne.rs to participate in a trade of which our superior .skill in'lllan:u!ac­
ture, our capital as merchants, our spirit of enterprise, and many other cir-

cumsta.nces applicable to our situation, has, in a. manner, secured to us a. 
monopoly. For i! we are consisteut and understand our own situation as 
great a share or the American trade is still in the power of Great Brita.in 
as is con~istent wiLh her interest, and this. too, upon principles which w111 
render it more secure than volumes of tr-eaties, namely, those incitements 
which arise from mutual convenience and. mutual interest; but above all 
upon the score ofinle:est alone, the merchandise or Great Britain must ever 
be preferred in America. But the encouraging of the American States to 
build ships for lis is holding out a premium for the emigration of our ship­
wrights, together with the various industrious classes connected with ship­
building, to the country where timber and iron abound, and where, conse~ 
quently, shipbuilding may be carried on to the greatest acrvantage., 

'!'he unsettled condition of the American States since the preliminaries or 
peace were ratified, and the turn or a1Ta.irs there, which might have been well 
foreseen, by no means justify any gratuities on the part or this conn try 1 Great 
Britain), which in the present state or things can not a.frord any sacrifices. 
We have only to let the confusion of the new States settle as they may without 
troubling ourselves about them. H a comme-rcial treaty were as much to be 
wished, as it certamly is not daring the prese-nt ferment, there is no power 
with whom it could be made with any certainty of being carried into effect. 
But. it is plainly impossible to make a commercial treaty with the American -
States wit.hout giving them some valuable privilege for which they have pre­
cluded themselves from making a.Iiy adequate return. 

The tre aLy of peace and subsequent act , opened the ports or Great Britain 
ana Ireland to the~ in the same manner as their ports were opened to us, 
when they repealed th~ir restraining laws. A brlSk trade has already begun, 
and it is unnecessary to prove on which side the advantage is-between the 
traders who ask for credit or the traders who give it. "Every account from 
America says that Brit.sh manutactures are selling at a considerable profit, 
while other European goods can not obtain the first cost. Every day·s ex­
perience shows tha.t this country, 1rom the nature and quality of its manu­
factures, and from the ascendency it ha.'i acquired in commerce, "ill com· 
mand three-fourths or the American trade. 

It is said that the mode of doing tm in ... sslikely topreva.il, particularly in 
the 5outhern provinces, will be whatls denominated a wholesale trade, to be 
carried on byE uropean, or rather British, merchants, who will form connec­
tions at home and carry out cargoes of assorted goods to be sold by the pack­
ageunopened to those who retail, and who will receive in return within the 
year from the American merchants the produce the-y may collect, which will 
be shipped off by the British wholesale merchants. This is the species of 
trade that British subjects should"Wish:"to pursue. Without being concerned 
in retailing goods, they should en..lea.'\'"or to monopolize the supplies in whole­
sale to country merchants. This will enable them to deal to a great extent 
withhalf the hazard formerlyexperienced, and it will, besides, give them the 
sole command of the shipping business. 

It is not probable that the British merchants will choose, in the new state 
of affairs to fr:x their stores, as formerly, in Virginia and Maryland. They 
may rather adopt the expedient already mentioned, or sending out agents 
or partners with wholesale <$rgoes, to be sold to merchants who may not 
have credit here; and tbey ma.y be very safe while their creditors are on the 
spot .ready to compel punctuality, and to receive and ship their produce. 
This line of commerce, although the pro.fits at .first may be smaller, ·will ul­
timately be more advantageous to the British merchant. Large sums of 
money will not, as formerly, be sunk in debts. The returns will be more 
certain and less liable to those disappointments which prevailed when every 
American planter was a British creditor. 

A great improvement upon this ingenious plan of Lord Sheffield to engross 
the commercial business o!this country, is the auction system..as now car­
ried on in the city of .New York, where seven-eighths of the business is in the . 
hands of t'le ;1.gents of British merchants a.ndmanu!a.cturers. 

In page 2i6, Lord Sheffield says: "It is certain that the confusion o! the 
Americtm States can now only hurt thern.selve.s. They must pay Europe in 
the bflst manner thAy can for clothing and many ar-ticles. for whi-ch they are 
not likely to .have the credit they had while in more settled circumstances. 
If one or more.States should prohibit the manufactures ot any particula1• 
countrythey will find their way-to them through other States and byva ions 
means. The difflculty will only raise the price on consumers in the Sta-tes 
where the articles are prohibited. 

"The British manufactures round their way to eve-ry part of the country 
during a most rancorous war, and the most strenuous American manutae­
tm·ers-acknowle.dge that no imposts or excise laws will !or a long time be 
regarded in America.. In the meantime, and at all times, Britain will h.ave 
nothing to apprehend. The Unlted States will hardly enter into real hostil­
ities 'vith Britain. Britain need not quarrel with them at all; but, should 
either .hawen, some stout frigates cruising between Halifax and Bermuda, 
and.between the latter and the Bahamas, would completely command the 
commerce of this mighty continent." 

The views of Lord ~heflleld were realized. Great Britain could not cause 
aur manufacturing establishments to ba abated as nuisances, bu.t she com­
pletely controlled our manufactures by regulating our commerce, a.nd by the 
same process destroyed our navigation and shipping interests. Each State 
adopted its own system !or raising revenue and protecting its industry, and 
this brought them into immediate collision and conflict with each other. 
New YorK and Pennsylvania laid duties upon foreign imports; the duties 
were paid in the cities of New York and Philadelphia, and went inw the 
treasuries of those-t1vo States. New Jersey derived her supply of those im­
ports through those two cities, and of conr e paid taxes to the amount of 
the duties upon such imports, not into a. common treasury for the benefit o! 
the United ~ta.tes. but into the treasuries of Sew Y ark and Pennsylvania for 
tbeir exclusive benefit. This was a burden which nothing but force could 
oblige any State to bear. NP-w Jersey, sooner than submit to this tyranny 
and oppression of her sister States, abandoned every idea of protecting her 
industry, anJ made Perth Amboy a free port. 

'I'lri.s measure was calculated complet.elyto defeat the objects ot New York 
and Pennsylvania, and as completely to answer those of Great Britain. 
Similar conflicts took place between other States. which were attended with 
similar results. And it became evident that the power to regulate com­
merce must be vested in one General Go-vernment, or that a total disso!u­
tion of the Union. must take place. Agriculture was neglected for want of 
amarket, commerce languished; even our coasting trade was in the hands 
of foreigners, and the manufacturing establishments, which had grown up 
during the war. were everywhere abandon din despair. All this Lord She!· 
field had clearly foreseen, The r emedy for these evils was the convemion 
that formed the Constitution o! the United States; this Lord Shelfield had 
not foreseen. 

By t.he Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have power to 
regulate commerce with fore-ign nations, among the States, and with the 
Indi m tribes. Under this general power, Congress may permit foreign na­
tions to participate in our carrying trade, or they may probibit them. 

* • • • * • • 
It is now well understood that the great secret oi national wealth in any 

country consists in finding profitable employment for all the citizens or sub· 
jects of such country who are willing to lab9r, and this can not be done 
without directing that labor to the great objects of agriculture, commerce, 
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navigation. and manu!aetures. No nation can become great or rich by agri­
culture alone-: none by commerce, navigation. and manutactures alone. A 
small part n! th"6 population or a thick:l.ysettled country can till all tlie lands 
o! that country; the residue must be idle if no o-ther employmen.t is af­
for<lej them. It they engage in commerce andnavia-atian, these caa employ 
but a very few- in eomparisan with the whole; and unless they engage in 
manufactures, at least for them:;elves, a considerable portion of the people 

peace and independence nothing but prosperity awaited them; 
but they soon found that their complete emancip:1tion required 
the adoption of a policy which would pro-tect them against the 
undue competition of the produc_ts of other countries and thus 
foster and protect domestic industries. 

must remain ~le for want of employment. A PERIOD OF FREE TRADE. 
Where the population is not dense, a small part engaged in a~iclllture Th C t• +<-.} C ha · t · d t" 

can produce all that the residue want: and if they have no foreign market e on lnen~.:li · ongress vmg no power 0 Impose u 1es 
tOl' their produce, asia the case wi1ih the grain·growin~ States in this Union, on imports apd to regulate commerce with foreign countries, the 
a.la.rgeportion of the people would be idle. In fact, the wealth and prosper- country, from the time peace with GreJ.t Britain was declared 
ity of this country depends upon the vigorous pursuit ot all those brancaes until the pass '1ge of a tadff act by the First Congress after the 
otindus!ry. * • ::t" * * .. adoption of the present Constitution, practically enjoyed free 

we can now interpret the golden dreams of those who think to seize the trade. It is true ~hat one or more of the States in which the power 
occasion or the extingnish:ment of the public debt to prostrate the protee- to impose duties upon imports was vested imposed a low duty 
tive system, when. as they fondly believe, Grea.t Bri.ta.in will manufacture on imported goods, inadequate for the protection of domestic in­
for us to the amount or m:my millions bayond what she does now, wnen there dustries; but other States did not impose dutjes unnn imports, 
will be no refusal on the p.1.rt or this country to take foreign manufacture:>, ""~ 
and when there will be no limit to the consumption ot American cotton in and there was nothing to prevent goods entering the ports of one 
Europe. State free of duty from- being carried into other States. This 

These dreams will never be rea.lize1. The protective syst~m may be de- · d · th n1 f b lut fr t d th t th" t 
strayed; property to theamountof millions maybe sacrified an1 aoandoned; per10 IS" e 0 Y one O a so e ee ra e g, 18 coun ry 
thewholeinJustry ot the g.rain-growing.State:> ma.y be p::~oratyzed; a. scene ever had, and it is both interesting and instructive to note the 
oi distress may prevail over the land, sucll as we have never yet witnessed; results. If we can draw useful lessons from experience it would 
but the British, the French, and. the Dutch will buy no mare cotton than seem as though Olll' experience under free trade durin()'" this pe-
theywant. and so much they will have, for to that extent it is more valuable "' 
to them than gold. riod should help, to guide us in the matter of tariff legislation 

Great Britain makes war upon our manufactm·es wUh a perseverance that to-day. 
iswithoutaparallel,andrefusestotal!:e thepro1uceofthJ:Eastern, West· Th t edil fl. d d 'th B "t' h .:~ ;. , __ 
ern, and Middltl Sbates. These States have no defen1'!e again~t. t~s syscem · e coun ry was spe Y 00 e Wl rllS · goou.d; uu-ge 
but toexclu 'leas tar as they can the manufactures oi Gxeat B1·1tam by sub- shipments of foreign manufactures were also made to the United 
stituting their own. States from almost every country of Europe. Many of the goods 

* • * {• * * • were not adapted to our necessities. Merchandise was-imported 
There is an artlcle now going the rounds ot the Southern papers, which, I in such quantities that there was not. store room for it; and we 

tear, expresses the exasperateJ fe~lings or a portion of the- South, I hope a d b · f h d h · · f h · 
small one, against the other sections of th13 Union. The article is headed are tol Y writers o t at ay t at quant1t1es o mere and1se 
"Acall toarms .. " Th5authorcontinues: "Thecrisisisnowcoming on when lay upon the wharves unhoused for many days. Our industries, 
ourpoliticians-Imeanonrpopularityhrmters-willdiscover thatnonebut which had thriven during a long, desolating war, were de­
Whig principles will prevail" (so far it is to be hoped he is right); but he stroyed~ The nP.Onle bought largely of foreign goodR. All the 
proceeds. "With the public de 1t must inevitably go its offspring, the Ameri- .r- r 
can system. There will be a hard struggle for it. The United States Bank. specie in the country was sent abroad to pay for import!ttions; 
~~£.~.gar-planter, the iron-master, and the Lowells and Appletons will die· The power of the people to pay for goods. was exhausted. The 

This is quoted from the Unitro states Telegraph, of the lOth of this month, surplus of foreign goods was so great that the prices fell in many 
taken from the Rlchmond Inquirer. How the United States bank became a instances far bel ow the cost of production in the country of their 
part of the American system, said MY. D. , I know not. All the stockholders manufacture. Domestic industries were ruined; property would 
in Europe, and mthe SouthernStat.es, are enemies or thep!ot,ective system noli sell fo-r enOU

0
CTh to pay taxes·t labor was unemployed·, b l nk­o:f this country. But leaving the bank out of the question-" the suga:r 

planter, the iron master, and the Lowells and the Appleto~ will die hard." ruptcy was universal, and disco_f}tent prevailed everywhere. 
Yes, they wm d.le hard-in the lan~ua.~e o:f the Senator from Georgia, they- There was loss of confidence between man and man· desnr~n.:~ency 
will die in the last ditch. But their struggle for life will be here-in the two r~ uc ' 
House.'ofCon~ess. Tothamajoritytheysubmit-theywillneithe.rthreate.n suspicion, and desperation seized men's minds, and the general 
nOT resist. the laws. discontent soon ripenBd into riots and insurrections. 

Butwh1t says the Senatox from South Carolina upon this subject? He An. armed force surrounded ths houses of assembly -a~ Exeter, 
does not sound a. beat to arms. bnt h"6 anticipates with raptures themome-nt N.H., and held the assembly m-ison.9rS until the mob was dis-
of the extinction at the public debt, a.s it will. in his opinion, remove the F"" 

foundation of theprotecttvesystem. This. he exclaims, is the great national persed by the militia. Mobs made a tumult in Connecticut, but 
jubilee! "Now. now is the time for action! We have reached Mount Nebo! were overawed by the vig·ilance and promptnessof the governor. 
we stand upon the top of Pisgah, and shall we perish in the sight of the I M h 1...~ d' · ed · Sh ' b u· Promised Land?'' l'tlosasperislledthere, andwas.buriedinthelandotMoab, n asaio usetts tilU lscontent ripen . mto ay s re e lOll. 
and no man knows his sepulchre unto this day. If by this promised land is Three western counties of North Carolina declared their inde­
meant the abolition or the protective. system. the ·destruction ot the manu- pendence arid set up an independent State called Franklin. A 
facturing est:sblishments of the Western. and Eastern, and the Middle States, conspiracy WaB" for-med in the county of Washington, Va., for 
thewastingofprol>ffi'tytot.he amount of millions, and the dooming to poverty, _ 
wretchedness,-and misery, thousands upon thollBands ot our worthy, indus- the purpose of becoming a par-t of a new State. The Connecticut 
trious,economical,andlaboriouscitizens.thenidomostferventlypuythat settlers at Wyoming rose. in insurrection against the State oi 
the honorable Senator may n&ver pass Mount Pisgah, nortiot in this land , Pennsylvania and tJroposed toform a Stat& of their own. Forced 
of promise, but that he may longTemain in the land o-f Moab, till he shall 
reaeh a good old age, even the age ot Moses, if it shall plea.s&Heaven, and. into idleness aiid starvation the universal suffering of the peo­
tha.t it may be said or him at his last day, that "his eye was not dim, nor ple threatened not only the pea~ and safety oi the land, but 
hisnaturalforc~abated. ". . . seemed to indicJ.te that our forefathers were incompetent for 

From an address ISsued. by the Harr~sburg- conv:ention of self~government- and to foreshadow the failure of our exneri-
farmers and manufacturers, m 1827' I quote the followmg: ment of republiQan government. The fathers of the Republic 

Chatham. the ~ll~trious qnath3.?J1. the great friend of pol~tica.l.rights, had were alarmed 
no idea of perm1tt1ng a feeling o-r mdependence to grow-up m this country- w· h · - te D · d s ~ N be 1n 17-o6 1 
nowillingne.3s that ourtattrers should ascertain their own strength: and as mgtonwro to aVl tewai-u ovem r .,., o , as fD-
for t.hese reasons it was that he said, "Anlerica should not be alwwed to lows: 
ml\nutacture a hob-nail" with his approbation. By these severe and selfish However delicate the revising of the Federal system may appear, it is a 
policies he imended to koop us hit.:: hed up to the car of England's king. wo:rk o:f indispen.c;a.ble z:eces&ity. The present Constitution is inadequate; 
This was the grand :principle on whieh the ''-Mother country" acted. The the superstirncture is tottering to its foundatioll:, and without help Will bury 
governors, and judges, and soldiers, and clergy, and all others, sent hither us in its ruina 
in the pay of the king, were instructed to encourage us in hewing wood and 
cultivating the earth, and in sending all our raw materials "home," and to He wrote to Edmund fundolph, November 19,17861 as follows: 
discoura.~e the establishment of work shops or the· manufacture of any· ouratrairsseemto bedrawingtoanawfnlerisis; it is necessary, therefore, 
thing which could be supplied by importations. that the al>ilities of every man should be drawn into action in a. public line. 

The declaration of politic::tl independence was made good by to rescue them, ifpossible, from impending ruin.. 
sacrifices and sufferings, by deeds of patriotism and heroism, And to John Jay, a letter from which I quote the following~ 
which fill a brilliant page in the world's history,andare a source Whatastonishingchaa~es a:ftlw ye:\rsarecapableof producing! I am told 
of pride to allAmeriC3.llS~ During the eight years of the Rev- that even respectable characters speak of a monarchical form of government 
olu tionary war our trade with Gres.t Britain was cut off, and trade w-fthout horror. From thinking pro~ds speakin~ and the.nee to acting is 

often but a stnglestep. 
with other countries made so difficult and hazardous, that the 
people were la rgely thrown upon their ow-n resources for what Speaking of this period of free trade, Hildreth, the historian, 
they consumed. As a result~ many manufaclories of the articles in his- histQ.ry of the United Statesf says: 
in common use were started and successtully conducted. The The large importation ot foreign goods, subject to little or no duty and 

sold a.t peace pnces. was proving .ruinous to all those dontestic manutactures 
spinning wheel, the loom, the forget the tannery, the shoe shop, and mechanical empl9yments which the nonconsumption agreements and 
the c.1binet shop, and kindred indus tries, furnished employment the war had created and fostered. Immediately after the peace the country 
for the nAople, and became sources of wealth:- and, in spite of had been flooded with imported goods and debt3 had been Ullwarily con­

I:""' t-raeted for which there wa,s. no means to pay. The imports from Great. 
the great expense of th 3- war and the loss of the labor of those, Britain in the years 1784 and 1785 had amounted in value to $30,00J,OOO, while 
engaged in it to protective industries, the country experienced a the exports thither had not exceeded $9,000,000. The lawyers, whose fees 
..:~~ .~ · t · 1 kn · · h' were thought enorm~us and who were fast growing Tich from the multi­
~ ree 0.1 prosper! Y pravwus Y un own m Its 1story; a pros- plicity o1 suits. with which all the courts abounded, were regarded with no 
parity trace ble to the inability of foreign countries to. supply very favorable eyes by the mass of the ci~ens, impoverished by the same 
the necessities of the colonists and the necessity which forced causes to which they owed their wealth. There was an abundance of dis· 
their production at home. Peace came at last. The indenA,nd- . eontented persons more or less connect.ed with the. late army, deprived by 

r-r the peace ot: thei? accustoJned means. ot support, aruL without opportunity to 
euoo ot the colonies was assured. They supposed that with "engage in productive industry. 
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The-community, from these various causes, was fast becoming divided 
into two embittered factions ot creditors and debtors. The certificates ot 
the public debt, parted with at a great discount by the officers and others to 
whom they had been given, were fast accumulating in the hands of a rew 
specul:J.tors able to wait for better times. With the example of the old tenor 
paper beiore their eyes, an opinion gained ground among the people, op­
pressed by taxes to meet the mtere&t on these debts, that the holders of cer­
tificates by purchase were only entitle..t to receive what they had paid-an 
opinion which tended to still further depreciation. Others of the debtor 
party had more extensive views. Stop and tender laws were called for, and 
in some States were passed. New issues of paper money wero demanded, 
which, by their depreciation, might sweep off the whole mass or deht, public 
and private. Such issues were made in New York and Rhode Island, in 
which latter State John Collins had just been elected governor. The Rhode 
Island pJ.per soon depreciated to 8 for 1. Laws were enacted to enforca its 
circulation; but, though similar to those formerly recommended by Con­
gress to support the credit of the Continental money. t.hey were now gen­
erally denounced as oppressive and unjust, and .obtained for Rhode Island 
an unenviable noto:riety. 

Even those States which issued no paper money were far from enjoying a 
sound currency. The excessive importation of foreign goods had dra.ined 
the country of specie. The circulatting medium consisted principally of 
Treasury orders on the State tax collectors and depreciated certificates ot 
State and Federal debt. Even among those in favor of meeting the public 
liabilities by taxation there was a lack of agreement as to the way in which 
taxes should be raised. The excessive importation of foreigngoods and the 
consequent pressure upon domestic manufactures had diminished a good 
deal of the old preJudice against customs duties. A party had &prung up in 
favor of r.tising a. large part or the public revenue in that way, thus reviving 

. the old coloni.al schemes for the protection or domestic L1.dm~try by duties 
upon foreign goods. This. however, was opposed by the merchants as in.· 
juriou& to their interests. They came forward as the champions of free trade, 
and insist ed upon the old system or direct taxation. A large part of the 
people seemed quite disinclined to submit to either method. 

The weakness for some years so evident in Congress had begun to extend 
to the States. Not only was the idea in circulation of separating into two 
or three confederacies, but some of the principal States seemed themselves 
in ddnger of splitting into rragments.-Pages 465, 466, 467, and 468, vol. 3. 

I could continue this description of the condition of the 
country under free trade with similar quot::ttions from all the 
contemporaneous writers of that period, but this.quotation will 
suffice. A recent writer, after citing numerous authorities con­
cerning the condition of the country during this period, sums 
up the case as follows: . 

The testimony so far presented esta.blishes conclusively the following 
points: 

1. That only very low duties on imports (scarcely to be dignified by the 
name of restriction) were levied by any State, and that these duties were 
rendered nugatory by the counteracting laws and practices of other States. 

2. That in consequence the system of free trade with foreign nations ex­
isted with hardly any impediment whatever. 

3. That the country was inundated with the influx of European and 
Asiatic merchandise. 

4. That manufacturing establishments in the Confederation were crippled, 
prostrated, or utterly ruined by the overmastering competition from abroad. 

5. That an exhaustive drain of specie ror export speedily followed, until 
the American people, from New Hampshire to Georgia, were left almost 
completely without a circulating medium. 

6. That property, real and personal, depreciated to a frightful degree. 
7. That, in the ab:tence or ability to engage in legitimate enterprises, a 

craze for speculation seized upon the community, mainly taking the form or 
traffic in public and private securities. 

8. That b3.Ilkruptcy became general, the courts were crowded with suits, 
the prisons overflowed with debtors, the lawyers fast acquired wealth by the 
multiplicity of fees, and the farms, houses, and personal property of the un­
fortunates were sacrificed to clear otftrifi.ing obligations. 

9. That even necessary taxes often could not be collected without a levy 
a.nd sale. 

10. That relief was sought in stay laws, installment of debts, property-ten­
deracts,suspensionof the operation or the courts, emission of paper money, 
and various like expedients. 

11. That all the supposed palliatives served only to intensity the universal 
distress. 

12. That the movement of events was steadily from bad to worse until per­
plexity and foreboding became the predominant feelings of the time. · 

13. 'l'hat the parent cause of this brood or evils was the free-trade system, 
which led, by a succession of cumulative consequences, to greater and still 
greater calamities. 

Need I add anything more to depict the deplorable condition 
of the country during the only period in its history when for­
eign imporbtions came into the country free of duty? 

As is always the case in times of business depression and dis­
tress, many people clamored for relief by legislation; they de­
manded the issue of paper money, stay laws, the scaling down 
or repudiation of public obligations. The poorer classes ar­
rayed themselves against their more fortunate neighbors. The 
very foundations of human society were weakened, and security 
for life, liberty, and property was largely destroyed. At last, 
however, the people began to learn the true cause of all their 
c3Jamities, and came to understand tnat in order to restore and 
maintain prosperity, domestic industries must be protected from 
undue foreign competition; and from then on the sentiment in 
favor of a stronger government, with power to regulate com­
merce with foreign countries, and to protect American indus· 
tries, grew day by day. 
THE MOVEMENT FOR A STRONGER GOVERNMENT WITH POWER TO PROTECT 

AMERICAN INDUSTRIES. 

At Mount Vernon in March, 1785, a movement for a stronger 
government and more perfect union was born. The movement 
at first was for a convention, to be composed of delegates from 
the States, to be appointed by their Legislatures. Its object was 
to devise some measure, under the Articles of Confederation, for 
the regulation of commerce, with a view to the protection of 
domestic industries and the augmentation of the power of Con-

gress to deal with the question. The movement originating 
with Washington received the i,ndorsement of Virginia by the 
adoption by the Legislature of that State in January, 1786, of a 
resolution calling for a convention of the States and by the ap­
pointment of delegates. 

A majority of the States appointed delegn,tes to the conven­
tion, which met at Annapolis, Md., in September of that year; 
but as it was attended only by representatives from five of the 
States, being a minority of the St:ttes, the convention adjourned 
without other action than a raport thali adequate provision for 
the regulation of commerce could not be made under the Articles 
of Confederation, and a recommendation to Congress for the call· 
ing of a. convention to frame measures by which the powers of 
Congress migbt be enlarged. Congress acted upon the recom­
mendation, and called a convention, which met at Philadelphia 
in May, 1787. 

The present Cvnstitut:on wa.s the result of their deliberations. 
The convention wascomposed of de (egates appointed by the Legis­
latures of the States: The new Constitution was not to be a 
le3,gue or compact between the States, but was intended to be 
the work of the people of the United St::Ltes, not the mere expres­
sion of the voice of the St::Ltes, and its submisaion to the people 
for approval or disapproval was provided for. Con<Yrass sanc­
tioned the proposed constitution, and it was submitted"' to the peo­
ple for ratification; and when it had been ratified by the requi­
sitenumber of States the power to regulate commerce and protect 
domestic industria;; was taken from the States, and, with the 
imposition of a duty corresponding to the power, conferred upon 
the Federal Government. 
POWER TO PROTECr AMERICAN I!IDUSTB.IE!STHE MOST IMPORTANT FEATURE 

OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION. 

The most important provision of the new Constitution was the 
provision conferring on Congress the power to regulate com­
merce with foreign nations, between the State3, and with Indian 
tribes. The power of Congress to protect American industries 
and American labor by imposing duties upon importations of 
foreign merchandise was made a corner stone of the new politi-. 
cal fabric. 
THE PEOPLE REJOICED AT THE PROSPECr OF RELIEF TO OUR SUFFERING 

INDUSTRIES. 

o The adoption of the Constitution a.nd its ratification by the 
States were celebrated by public rejoicings and street parades in 
the principal towns. The people understood that the important 
provision of the new Constitution was that conferring upon Con­
gress the power to regulate commerce, and they rejoiced because 
they confidently expected the new Government would provide 
protection to home industries, and by thus giving employment to 
domestic capital and domestic labor would be restored prosperity 
to the country. The adoption of the Constitution changed the 
situation and 1m proved the condition of the country. Coufidence 
was inspired. Hope took the place of despair. Courage suc­
ceeded despondency. Discontent subsided. Public order pre­
vailed, and business, without waiting for legislation under the 
new Constitution, began to revive. All classes looked forward 
to the Government under the more perfect union for security for 
their investments and for protection to their labor. Improve­
ment in every department of industry was manifest. I could 
quote from many of the public writers of that day in confirma­
tion of this shtement, but I will content myself with quoting 
from the History of the United States, by Tucker, the following: 
· The country, now buoyant with hopes, in proportion to the dangers it had 
reCAntly escaped, and the evils it even then encountered, looked forward with 
impatience to the meeting or the first Congress under the new Constitution. 
The officers of the Army who had not ma.de sale or their unsatisfied claims 
saw in the new Government, provided as it was with unlimited powers ot 
taxation, the prospect of justice from their country. The other public cred­
itors, who were generally people or property and influence, looked forward 
to have their claims doubled or even quadrupled in value. The merchant 
and shipowner confidently expected protection from the discriminating d u­
ties and navigation laws or other countries: and even the small manufac­
turing class hoped tor the encouragement of a protective impost. The agri­
cultural class, without looking for any immediate benefit from legislation, 
expected to l:hare in the general prosperity and to profit by an improvement 
of the markets, both foreign and domestic. In the cities, especially, where 
these benefits were more fully appreciated, there were pompous and costly 
demonstrations of the general joy. 

CO~GRESS RESPONDED TO THE WISHES OF THE PE9PLE. 

When Congress met petitions from tradesmen and mechanics, 
praying the early attention of Congress to the encourageme11t 
and protection of American manufactures, were presented. 
Within a week from the time aquorum was obtained in the House 
of Representatives, James Madison brought forward the subject 
of the tariff. The first act of the session was an act providing for 
official oaths of officars under the new Government; and the very 
next act passed by a C:mgress composed largely of the men who 
had been delegates to the Constitutional Convention, was a tariff 
act, the preambleof which was as follows: 

Whereas it is necessary for the support or tha Government1 the discharge 
of the debts of the United States, and encouragement ana protection of 
manu!actures, that duties be laid on goods, wares, and merchandise im­
ported. 
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This act, with this preamble, wa-s approved by President 

Washington. I cite these things to show not only that all 
classes believed authority had been conferred upon Congress 
to protect American industries, but that they regarded this pro­
vision of the Constitution as the keystone of the political fabric. 
THE DECLAR-ATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 1892 

TJIAT PROTECTION IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

I might leave this proposition here were it not for the declara­
tion of the Democratic party ,in its last national platform, that pro­
tection is unconstitutional. This remarkable declaration was 
aqopted by a two-thirds vote of over nine hundred delegates, 
and appears to have been indorsed by a majority of the voters of 
t.his country in the election of President Cleveland. It was re­
served to the Democratic party in 1892 to declare that the men 
who advocated, previous to the adoption of the Constitution, a 
stronger Government! with power to protect American indus­
tries; that the men who succeeded in having a convention called 
for the professed object of conferring upon Congress the power 
to regulate commerce with foreig·n countries, that thereby Amer­
ican labor might be protected, and that the men who framed the 
Constitution had failed in the great object they had in view; 
that all the distinguished men who controlled public affairs at 
the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and for thirty years 
afterwards, were mistaken in their interpretation of that instru­
ment; that the men who composed the first Congress were either 
mistaken as to its true interpretation and meaning or made haste 
t.o violate its provi3ions by pa-ssing an act-the second act of the 
Congress-for the protection of American industries and reciting 
in it.s preamble that it was intended in part for that purpose. 
It was reserved, I say, to the Chicago Democratic national con­
vention of 1892, more than a hundred years after the adop­
tion of the Constitution, to declare that Washington, who pre­
sidedover the Constitutional Convention, and who signed the first 
act of Congress passed pursuant to the power to regulate com­
merce, and his con temporaries and great associates in the Conven­
tion were ignorant of its true meaning. No further evidence is 
needed of the construction placed upon the Federal Constitution 
by its framers and the fathers of the country than their official 
acts. But extracts from the speeches of some of the great states­
men of the country will be interesting. I present some quota­
tions from the speeches of Daniel Webster on this question. 
Everyone knows that upon all public questions Mr. Webster, the 
expounder of the Constitution, never spoke until by examination 
and consideration he could speak advisedly. In a speech t.o the 
citizens of Buffalo in June, 1833, he said: 

The protection of American labor against the 1nj urious competition of for­
eign labor, so far at least as respec ~s general handicraft productions, is 
Jmownhhtorically to have been one end designed to be obtained by estab­
lishing the Constitution. 

In an address delivered in Pittsburg, July 8, 1833, he said: · 
Gentlemen, it is an historical truth, manifeste-d in a thousand ways by the 

public proceedings and public meetings of the 'times, that th~ necessity of a 
genera and uniform impost system, which, while it should provide revenue 
to pay the public debt and foster the commerce of. the country, should also 
encourage and sustain domestic manufactures. was the leading cause in 
producing the present National Constitution. No class of persons was more 
zealous for the new Constitution than the handicraftsmen, artisans, and 
manufacturers. 

In a speech before the Whig convention at Andover, Novem­
ber 9, 1843, in discussing this question, he said: 

There are two propositions to which I invite your attention; 
1. Congress has power to lay duties of impost. No State has this power. 

This is a most important consideration. 
~. Before the adoption of the Constitution, and while the States could lay 

impost duties, several of them had laid such duties with discriminations 
avowedly intended to foster their own products. They now can do no such 
thing. It must accordingly be done by Congress or not at all. 

Now the power of Congress is to regulate commerce. And in all English 
history, and all our own history, down to the Revolution, and to the time of 
the adoption of the Constitution, importation of some articles was encour­
aged, and of others discouraged or prohibited, by regulations of trade. The 
regulation of trade, therefore, was a term of well-known meaning, and did 
comprehend the duty or object of discriminating, with a view to favor home 
productions. We find this to have been so, from the time of the Tudors and 
Stuarts down; and in America, the opinion I have stated was held by Otis, 
Adams, and the other great and eminent men or the Revolution. • • * 

The whole history of the country from 1783 to 1788 proves this. That his­
tory is as important as that of any period of our national existence. We see 
in it the then infant States struggling under a. load of debt incurred in the 
sacred cause or the Revolution, struggling under the extinction of com­
merce and prostration of manufactures, and struggling all in vain. These 
things produced that s trong disposition which prevailed from 1784 to 1788 to 
establish a uniform system of commercial regulations, and extends also all 
proper encouragement to manufactures. 

At Albany, August 27, 1844, he discussed this question in the 
following terms: 

Now, I ask you again, how were these petitions for protection treated? 
Did Congress deny its power? Did it say that it could JlOt possibly give 
them this protection, unless it should happen to be incidental? Did it say 
we have only a revenue power iu regard to this matter? that is, we have the 
clear and undoubted power to take so much money out of your pockets and 
apply it to our own purposes ; but God forbid that, in doing so, we should 
do you any good at the same time? Were these petitioners told that they 
must take care of themselves? that these were days of free trade, and every­
body must have a right to trade on equal terms with everybody else? .. 

Far, tar from it. In regard to the subject of these petitions, we all know 

that the very first Congress secured to the navigation of the United States 
that which has been from that time to this the great foundation. not only 
of preference, but of monoply-the whole co~sting trade of the Union; and 
the shipwrights of America enjoy that monopolv to the present day, and I 
hope they will enjoy it forever. Look at the coasting trade of the United 
States, so vast in its extent. It is entirely confined to American ship­
ping. * * * 

But how dld Congress treat these petitions from the c!ties of New York 
and Baltimore to extend protection t.o the mechanic arts? It granted them. 
It yielded it. And, e.:::cept a formal act for taking the oaths, the very first act 
passed by Congress was to secure the coasting trade and protect the me­
chanic arts by discriminating duties, and thus carry out the clear and, ac­
cording to historical testimony, the most manifest object or the Constitu­
tion. 

Senator Rufus Choate, than whom there never was a more 
painstaking member of the Senate, March 14, 1842, said: 

And who in that assembly of men-many or whom sat in the Convention 
which framed the Constitution, all of whom had partaken in the discussions 
which preceded its adoption-breathed a doubt on the competence of Con­
gress to receive such petitions as these and to grant their prayer? "I con­
ceive" (said the most eloquent of the eloquent, Mr. Ames>, " I conceive, sir 
that the present Constitution was dictate:! by commercial necessity more 
than any other cause. The want of a.n efficient government to secure the 
manufacturing interest and to advance our commerce was long seen by men 
of judgment, and pointed out by patriots solicitous to promote our general 
welfare.·· But I have more to say before I ha.ve done on the proceedings of 
that Congress, and leave them for the present. In the meanwhile I submit 
to you that the proof is complete that the people who adopted the Constitu­
tion, universally and without a doubt, believed that it embodied this power. 
It was for that they received it with one wide acclaim, with tears of exulta­
tion, with ceremonies of auspicious significance, befitting the dawn of our 
age of pacific and industrial glory. ~ven those who feared its imperial 
character and its other powers, who thought they saw the States attracted 
to its center and absorbed by its rays, did not fear this power. 

And now, sir, I wonder if, after all, the people were deluded into this be­
lief ! I wonder if that heroic and energetic generation of our fathers, which 
had studied the controversies and had gone through the taska of the Revo­
lution; which had framed the Confederation, proved it'! weakness, proved 
its defects; which had been trained by a long and dreary experience of the 
insumci.ency of a norroinal independence to build up a diffused, and massive, 
and natiOnal prosperity. if the trade laws of foreign governments, the com­
binations of foreign capitalists, the necessities of foreign existence, are al­
lowed to take from the native laborer his meal of meat, and from his children 
their school, and depress his standard of comfortable life; which had been 
trained by experience, by the discussions of its ablest minds, in an age of 
extraordinarymentalactivity, and yet of great morality, sobriety, and subor­
dination, peculiarly favorable to the task-trained thus to the work of con­
structing a new government, I wonder if such a generation were deceived, 
after all! I wonder 1f it was not living water, that which they supposed they 
saw gushing from the rock, and sparkling and swelling at their feet, but 
only a delusive imitation, struck out by the wand of an accursed enchant­
ment! No, sir; no man who believes that the people of this country were fit 
to govern themselves-fit to frame a Constitution, fit to judge on it, fit toad­
minister itr-no such man can say that the belief, the popular belief in 1789, 
of the existence of this power, under the circumstances, is not absolutely 
conclusive proof of its existence. 

And then, in addition to this, how do you deal with the fact that all the 
framers of the Constitution themselves, as well as every public man alive in 
1789, and the entire iutelligence of the country, supposed they had inserted 
thispower in itP 

Did not those who made it know what they had done? Considering their 
eminent general character, their ci'vil discretion, their preparation of much 
study and yet more experience of arduous public affairs for the task; their 
thorough acquaintance with the existing systems, State and national. and 
with the public mind and opinions of the day; the long, patient, and solitary 
labor which they bestowed on it; the immediate1;1ecessity imposed on them 
of explaining and defending it to the country-in view of thi.s, if you find 
them unanimously concurring in ascribing this power to the instrument, is 
it not the transcendentalism of unbelief to doubt? Do we really think we 
are likely to understand their own work now better than they did the day 
they finished it? · 

Well, sir, we have satisfactory evidence that the members of the Conven· 
tion went, all of them, to their graves in the belief that the Constitution 
contained this power. Mr. Madison's opinion I have read. We have 1t on 
unquestionable authority that Mr. Gallatin has repeatedly said that, upon 
his entrance into political life in 1789, he found it to be the universal opinion 
of those who framed the Constitution, and those who resisted its adoption­
the opinion of all the statesmen of the day-that Congress possessed the 
power to protect domestic industry by means of commercial regulations. 

What a spectacle was presented to the country and to the 
world by the Democratic convention of 1892, when Watterson 
and Neal and their associates assumed to know more about what 
the Constitution meant than Washington, Madison, and their 
compatriots, who framed it in the midst of great national peril, 
business depression, and financial disturbances, for the express 
purpose of securing relief to the country, and who in Congress 
gave it a practical construction; more than the great expounder 
of the Constitution, Webster; more than the able, scholarly, 
painstaking, and brilliant Choate; and after more than one hun­
dred years of legal and legislative construction declared that pro­
tection is unconstitutional. Well mayan American citizen, pre­
ferring his own country to foreign countries, his own country­
men to foreigners, contemplating this unpatriotic and I _might 
almost say treasonable declaration of the Democratic party and 
the subsequent success of the party, tremble for his country and 
almost despair of its future prosperity. 

Mr. President, if I deemed it important to do so, I might con­
tinue the discussion of the cons~itutionality of protection by 
quoting from historians, statesmen, and the press of the times, 
and the debates in the Constitutional Convention, to show that it 
wa-s the inability of Congress to regulate foreign commerce and 
to protect domestic industries that brought the country to ruin, 
bankruptcy, discontent, and insurrection, and that it was this 
same inability that came near making our experiment of self­
£'OVernment a failure, and that this defect was the cause of 
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a univArsal demand for a stronger government, with power to 
regulate the importation of foreign goods-a derrund that l'e­

sulted in the calling of a CoDBtitutiona.l Convention. I might 
also produce authorities to.demonstrate that the framers of the 
Constitution, in language which from lo~g use had a well-under­
stood me.rning, undertook to confer upon Congress the power to 
regulate commerce and protect domestic industries, and believed 
they had done so; that the people everywhere understood that 
this had been done, and looked to Congress for the speedy 
exercise of the power; and that during ail our history legisla­
tion has proceeded upon the assumption that this power exLted; 
but I will not prolong this discussion, as it will answer no prac:­
ticahle purpose. 

The statesman who will, in the face of the facts of history, as­
sert that protection to American industries and American labor 
is unconstitutional would not be convinced though Washington 
should rise from his grave and declare .that the intention oi the 
framers of the Coru;titution in adopting the clause authorizing 
Congress to regulate commerce with foreign countries wa3 to 
enable Congress to protect American industries. "Ephraim is 
join3d to his idols~ let him alone." 

I might follow the course of-tariff legislation from the passage 
of the first act and show howourRrosperitywasa:ffected thereby, 
until the p3.Ssage of the more pronounced prot ~ctive legislation 
of 1816, 182-1, and 1~28; but time will -permit me to discuss only 
the more impo:-tant tariff acts and their infiuence upon the na-­
tional prosperity. 

I will say, in.a wor~ that the adoption of the new-ConstHution, 
conferring upon Coagress the power to regulate commerce, and 
the legislation o! Congress which followP-d for the protection of 
dorr:estic industries, 1•escned the.country from...a c.ondition of uni­
versal bankruptcy and suffering, from discontent, insubordina­
tion and violence, and restored comparative prosperity, revived 
industries, g.:a.v.e employment to U.bor, m J.de republican govern­
ment possible, and. placed the young Republic on a firm founda­
tion. The contrast afforded by these two chapters in our history, 
between commercial slavery and commercial freedom, ootween 
free tr .. 1..de and protected industries, between ruin bankruptcy, 
and discontent and proaps rity, comfort, independence, and con­
tentment. is as stl:ong as that between midnight darkness and 
noonday brightness. 
THE niPROVRD CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY UNDER THE NEW CONSTITU­

TION AND PROTECTIVE TARIFF LAWS. 

The improved condition of the country under the new Consti­
tu~ion and protective tariff laws and -the position of Washington 
upon the tariff question is shown by the following extracts from 
his.mess9geto Congress.. In his firstannual message.of January 
9,1790, he -said: 

The advancement o:f agricu."ture, commerce, and manufactures by all 
proper means will not I trust, need.recommendation. 

ln his second.annua.l messs.ge, President Washington congrat­
ulated Congress on the favorable prospects of public affairs an 
abundant harvest and flourishing commerce, the improved pub­
lic eredit, and increased revenues. ln..his thirdannnal message, 
he said: 

Your observa-tions. in. yolll' respective situations, will have a.tisfied you 
of the progressive state ol agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and navi­
gauon. In tracing its causes, you will have remarked, wi-th particular 
plea.sure, the happy effects of that revival of confiience, public as well a.s pri­
vate. to which theConstitu.tiona.nd laws of the UnHed States have so emi­
nently contributed. 

In his fourth annual mes age he felicitated Congress ·on a 
"continuance of the national pro3perity generally," and said: 

The prosperous- st:rte of our-revenue has been intimated. 
In his sixth annual message he said: 
When we call to mind the generous indulgence of Heaven by which the 

American people became a nation; when we-survey the general prosperity of 
our country and look forward to tb.e riches, power, and happiness to which 
it seems destmed, with the deepest reg ret do I announce to you that during 
your recess some citizens of the United States have been found capable of 
an insurrection. 

He commenced his se-venth annual message in the following 
terms: 

!trust I do not deceive myseltwhilelindtilge the p-ersuasion that I have 
neve>: met you at any period when, more than at present, the situation. a! 
om public a.Jrairs has a.llorded just cause for mutual congratulation. 

And later on, after referring to the condition of .Europe, said: 
Our favored country, happy in striking contrast, has enjoyed general tran­

quillity-a tranquilli ty the more sa.tista.ctorybeca.use maintained a.t the ex­
pense of no duty. Our agriculture, commerce, and manufa.ctillres prosper 
beyond example, the molestation of Olll' trade (to prevent a continuance 
of which, however, point-ed remonstrances have been made) being over­
balanced by-thu a.g~egate benefits which derives from a neutral position. 
Our population advances with a.. celerity which. exceeding our most sanguine 
calculations, proportionately a.ngments our -strength and resources, and 
guarantees our future secUl'ity. Every part o1 the Union displays indica­
tions of rapid ·and various improvement. and with burdens so light as 
scarcely to be perceived, with resource.s.tully adequate to our present exi­
gencies, \vith government four.ded on the ~eneral principle of national 
libe1'ty. and with mild and wb.olesome laws, IS it too much to sa-y11hat our 
country exhibits a .spectacle ot national happiness never surpassed, if ever 
befor~&Quall'd? 

President Washingoon commenced his eighth annual messsge 
as follows: 

In recurring to the internal situation of our country since I had last the 
pleasure ot addressing you, I find. a.m ple rea. on for a. renewed expres,ion of 
that gratitude to the Ruler ot the universe which a continued.serieso! pros­
perity has. so often a.nd justly called torth. 

In the same message he said: 
Congre<;s have repeatedly, and not without success, directed their action 

to the recognition of-manu!actures. The object is of too much consequence 
not-to secure a continuance of their eJiort-in. every wa.y which shall appear 
eligibl.e. 

THE TARIFF OF 1816. 

From the time the first tariff act for the protection of Amer­
ican industries was passed by the First Congress to the p!iSs 1ge 
of the tariff of 181t>, a n umber-of acts were passed im-posing duties 
upon imports, and designed or the protection of domestic in­
dustries, all of them affording encouragement to such industries, 
but none or them adequate to afford full pro ,ection. The time 
required to transport merchandise from Europe to this country 
and the co3t and risk of transportation afforded consideruble 
protection to our industries, and on that a~ount lower duties 
were sufficient for theil· protection than are to-day required with 
improved means of transportation, while the profihble markets 
for our surplus agricultural products atiorded by European 
wars and the stimulus to our·m mufactures imparted by our war 
with Great Britain all aided in giviLg this country a consider­
able prosperity under comparatively low duties. 

President Madison, in his mess ge to Congress December 1, 
1815, recommended encouragement to the manufacturing inter­
ests. He-said: 

Under circumstances giving a- powertulim:pulse to-manufacturing indus­
try, it has made among-us a progress and eXhibited an efficiency which jus­
tily'the beller-that with protection not more than is due to the enterprising 
citizen.<J whose interests are now at stake, tt will become at an early day not 
only safe against occasional comDetition from abroad, but a source o! do­
mestic -wealth and of even external commerce. 

At the Fourteenth Congress, which assembled December 4, 
1815, and was in session until the 30th of April, 1816, a new 
tariff law, imposilig increased duties upon importations, was en­
acted~ T.he intention oi those ·who favored the new law was to 
estahlish a system of p rotection to AmE!ric::tn manufactures. 

Mr. Calhoun opened a speech in the House of Represent· tives 
on April 4, 1816, by saying: 

The debate heretofore on this snbject has been. on the degree of protection 
which ought to beaJrorded to our cotton and woolen manufactures, all pro­
re~g to oe friendly to tho e infant- e:.-tablishments and to be willing to ex­
tend to them adequate encouragement. 

Again, in the same speech, he.B;l.id: 
Comin~. as he did, from the ' South, having in common with his constitu­

entsno interest but in the cultivation of the soil, in selling its produ.!ts high 
and buying cheap the wants and conveniences or ille, no motiv-e could be at­
tributed to him but such as were disinterested. 

Again, discussing the necessity for protection to our manufac­
turing.industries, he said: 
It [prot.oction] is-to put them beyond the reach of contingency. Besides. 

capital is not yet and can not be tor some time a.djustej to the new state o! 
thinous. There is, in fac t., "from the operation o! temporary causes a. great 
pressure upon the.;e establishment . Th~y had extended so rapidly during 
the late war that many, he feared, were without requisite surplus capital or 
skill to meet the present crisis. Should such prove the fact it would give a 
setback and mi~t, to a great extent, endanger their ultimate success. 
Should tb.e present owners be ruined and workmen dispersed and tum to 
other pursuits the eoUlltry would sustam a. great loss. Such would, no 
doubt, be the fact to a. considerable extent if not protectej. 

Mr. Clay, in the same debate in the House on . the 25th of 
March, sll.d: ' 

We all know that now.is the time tor encour-agem nt, and that th&do­
mestic manufacturer has to str~agle more at the end or a. war, and at that 
moment the greater aid is necessary to su.pport.h.ome a!!alnsti foreign com­
petition. 

And-
That the object of protecting manufactures was that we might-eventually 

get articles of necessity made as cheap at home as they could be imported, 
and thereby to produce an independence of foreign countries. 

Mr. Lowndes said in the same debate-
That he believed the manuta.cture of woolens. and particularly of blank• 

ets., required a. decided-present encouragement. · 

But the duties imposed by the act of 1816 were insufficient to 
afford adequate protection -to many manufactures which had been 
built up during the war, and the excessive import'ltions of for­
eign goods caused by our low t riff and the depression of prices 
in Great Britain soon prostrated and destroyed them. 

THE BUSINESS AND J'INANOIAL DEERESSION OF 1819. 

The termination of the commercial advant'.1 ges enjoyed by 
Eru;land during the Enropem war, atLd the cessation of the vast 
wa-r expenditu. es by Great Britain, revolutionized the industrial 
system of England in UH\J, greatly reduced the prices of com­
modities, and reooted on the industrial condition oi the United 
States. The New :England St-ttes suffered from excessive bank 
expansions, from the loss oi their foreign market and of their 
domestic market for ;provisions, which the war and.th.e prosper- -

' 

·-
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itv of our industries had creat-ed. Farmers suffered irom -a ruin­
ous fall in the prices of their commodities1 and manufactures 
were undersold by ioreign goods sent out by English manuf~to­
ri.es for the purpose of crushing the rising manufacturing est..t.b­
lishments in the States. 

'rhe attention of all classes was directed to Congress for relief, 
and meetings were held in the Northern States in favor of an 
increase of the ta.riff. The farmers of the country, anxious to 
secur;e a market for then· products, were zealous advocates of 
protection to American industries. Oii September 27, lts19, a 
convention of delegates from nine Statesof the Union assembled 
at New York to urge upon Congress better protection to A.me,ri­
can industries. The favorable effect of the legislation of 1816 is 
shown by President Monroe's first annu'll message, transmitted 
to Congress December 2, 1817, the opening paragraph of which 
is as follows: 

At no p.3riod of our political existen-ce ha.d w~ so much cause to felicitate 
ourselves at the p-rosperous a.nd happy condition of our country. 

And later soJd: 
Our manufactories will require the continued attention of Congress. The 

capital employed in them is considerable, and the knowl~dge required in 
th~ machinery and fabric of all the most useflll manufactures is most val­
uable. Their preservation. which depends on du~ consideration, is connected 
With the high interests of the nation. 

When his third annual message was sent to Congress, Decem­
ber 7, 1819, the changes 1n Europe resulting from a cessation of 
wars, great industrial depression in ~land, and the deprecia­
tion of the value of manufactured articles, enabling them to be 
profitably transported into the United States. had so affected our 
industries and disturbed our finance'S th~t the condition of the 
banks and of the industries of the country were discussed in the 
message. -

This portion of the message is exceedingly interesting and in­
structive. ·rt reads almost like a description of our recent busi­
ness and financial disturbances. It shows that cheap material 
and cheap labor will not secure industrial prosperity, that finan­
cial disturbances follow bu'siness disturb:mces, and that undue 
competition from foreign manufactures was the cause of business 
and financial disasters of that period. .He said-; 

The great. reduction in the price of-the principal articles of domestic 
growth, which has occurred during the present year, and the consequent fall 
in t,he price o! labor. apparently so favorable to the success of domestic man­
uta.eture, have not shielded thP.m .against other causes ad verse-to their pros­
peri~y-. The primary emoarrassm~nts which have so deeply a.1Jected the 
commercial i!Uere>ts of the nation, have been no less ad-verse to our manu­
facturi.ng~t.ablishments in several sections of the Union. 

The gr~at reduction of the currency, which the banks have been compelled 
to make in order to continue specie payments., and the Vi.tiated <:.haracter of 
it where such reductions have not been attempted, instead or placing within 
reach of these es~lishm.ents the pecuniary aid necessary to a vall them­
selYes of the advantages resu.l.tinlr from the reduction of the prices of raw 
materialsandJabor, have compelled the banks to withdraw from them a por­
tion of the capital heretofore advanced to them. The aid which has been re­
fused by the banks has not been obtained !rom. other sourees,.owing to the 
loss of individual confidence from the failures which have recently occurred 
in some of om· principal commercial cities. An add.itional cause of the de­
pre sion or these esta.blishments may probably be found in pecuniary em­
barrassments which have recently arrected those countries with which our 
commerce has been principally prosecuted. 
Th~ir manufactnres.. f or the want of a. ready and profitable market at 

home, have been shipped by the manui'acturers to the United States, and in 
many inst.a.nces sold at a. price belowtheir current value at the place of 
manufacture. Although this practice may, from its nature, be considered 
temporary or contingent, it is not, on that account, less injurious in its 
e!Tects. Uniformity in the demand and ptice of an article is highly desir­
able to the domestic manufacturer. 

It is deemed of great importan{)O to g1ve encouragement to our domestic 
manufactures. In what manner the evils adverted to may be remedied, and 
how fa.T it may be practicable in other re3pects to afiord to them further en­
couragement, paying due regard to all the other great interests of the na­
tion, is submitted to the wisdom of Congress. 

No adequate relief to our embarrassed industries was provided 
by the next Congress. The time was mainly occupied in the dis­
cussion of the slavery question; and to meet '8. deficiency of rev­
enue a loan of three millions was authorized, which was made. 
But notwithstanding this loan of three millions, when the next 
Congress assembled the Treasury was empty and a floating debt 
of four millions was to be provided for. Ag-ain the adoption of 
measures which would have at once revived our industries, pro­
duced prcsperity, and filled the Treasury was postponed. A 
loan of five millions was authorized. Appropriations for forti­
fications and for the Navy and the Army, and for other pur­
noses. were greatly reduced. A~ain the slavery question was 
the all-ab orbing topic. To show the condition of the country 
during this period I will quote from speeches in Congress dur­
ing the t'd.riff discussions of 1824: 

¥r. Martindale, of New York, in tbe House, February 24, 1824, 
Bald: 

I rise under a deep conviction of the vast importance o! the principles "Of 
the bill upon your table, and my utter incompetency to a. satls!aeto_ry dis­
cussion of them. But. sir, my great anxiety that those principles should 
finally prevail. and that they should now preYail. believing. as Ilfo that the 
condition of th~ country imperiously demands their adoption., a;nd my eon­
sciousnesa, too. sir, that that country on this occasion expects that every 
man should do his duty, have determined me to make an attempt to o-ver­
come my extreme diffidence and approach the discussion of this mostmo-

mentous subject. It :is.a subje-ct deeply interesting, sir, inasmuch as it-is 
the commencement. of _a :new system of policy, fraught wlth principles which 
must p.roduceirrtermi:nable and most salutary eon:sequences. and inasmuch 
as it is the very first measure of the Government wh .. ch looks seriously and 
extensively to the protection of the native proauctions of the country. 

This sys em. sir, is to bring into existence from our own soil and from the 
labor of our own countrymen that which would notexist without it, and in 
addition liothatwhich we now produce as a s11bstitu:..e for what we buy. It 
looks through the medium of the mechanic and artiSan to the farmer~ it can 
reach him in no other way; it can protect him no other way. Unless I greatly 
mistake the character of the bill, and labor under so strong a. delusion that 
I am Jed to believe a lie, it is fraught w.ith manifold and lasting blessings to 
our common country. 

• • o eo o • :Q< 

I prorose to inquire, sir, il there be any evils under the p1·essure or which 
this nation suffers. Is full emplQi'ID.ent proVided by the nature and distri­
bution of our occupations tor every class or community? Do none stand 
idle because no man hireth them? Does not the agriculture of the country 
languish and the laborer stand still because, beyond the supply of food for 
his own family, his produ-ce perishes on his hands or his fields lie waste .and 
fallow, and this because his accustomed market is closed against him? It 
does, sir. From every section of this extended country we hear compla.ints 
of poverty and jndiVidua.ldistress. From the North. from the East. and from 
the West-in all directions, sir, but from the cotton-growing sections-hun­
dreds of petitions and memorials have reached us, pouring forth the lond 
voice of supplication and pray~r for some measures of protection and relief. 

';['hese have p_roceeded from the yeomanry of our country, !rom,the indus­
triOus mecharnc. :from the farmer as well as from the manufacturer. And 
will gentlemen suppose th~ these complaints are feigne;i and causeless? 
Our Qwn personal knowledge excludes the supposition. Let each member 
of this committee take thecll'cuit of his district (excepting always the highly 
favored commercb\1 and cotton-growing djstrlcts).and inquire individually 
o! his agricultural and manufacturing constituents: S1r, are you clear of 
debt, and il not, have you the ready means of payment? Have you a ready 
market !or all the surplus pr duce of your farm to the utmost ability of 
your farm to produce by the l~bor you can command? Do you keep as many 
sheep as your farm can sus tam. and can you sell the wool they- l)rodut:e? Is 
your fa.crn adapted to the culture of :flax and hemp, and.i! so, where can you 
find a market? The answers these several questions will rece1 ve would show 
the accumulated and various di-stresses o! his constituent.s. 

There is, sir, multiplied and deep distress in this country. We are not in 
that prosperous and happy condition th~ some gentlemen wonld feign per­
suade us to helieve. This distreas presses 'harder upon the farmer and man­
ufacturer, I know, sir, than upon any other class of ourtellow-ci izens. The 
reason is obvious. While the merchant was growing rich in exchange of 
his importations for the farmers' produce during what may be tet:med-em· 
phatically "the golden days of commercial prosperity," the farmer was con­
suming theselmportations to the extent of his ability to purchase. He did 
not even then become rich. When all his produce commanded an -unex­
ampled price and a. qniek sale, the merchant turned the exchange more to 
his own advantage than to the farmers•. by paying the price-of the purchase 
o~ the produeaby the imported articles of consumption. While-this extraor­
dm~y d~mand i'o~ the produetio;ns of our soil continued, a corresponding 
actiVIty m our agrwuituralp1Il'8Ults was-excited, and a kindly soil.reward­
ing the labors of the fa.rmerwitih abundant <Jrops, enabled him to sustam 
for the time habits o:r expense and indulgen-ce to which he had not been ac­
customed. 

But this day of unclouded prosperity was soon to be overcast. The years 
of plenty were soon to be succeeded by years of dearth and famine. The • 
European markets were closed a.:,ooainst the articles-of tood with which our 
farm_er.shad been accustom~ to_suppl)t them; and thus they-were suddenly 
depr1ved of the means of saLIS{ym~ an unabated demand for foreign manu­
faclilrres. We suddenly dli>covered the defective organization -of our eom­
mmrity_. We now found ourselves a nation of mere farmers and merchants, 
prod.ucmg our own 1ood, to be sure. bu:t deyendent on th~ merchant for 
our elothmg to a vast amount, together with almost every article of do­
mestic convenience without the adequate means of purchat>ing them. For­
eign nations no longer stood in need of our food; they produced a. su11l­
ciency for their own use. But we needed their manufactures and could not 
supply them ourselve3. This showed at once a d~t'ectiTe distribution of the 
labor of th~ -community. We were incapable of satisfying our own wants 
:from our own resources. Clothing and domestic utensils are as neeessary 
as food, and we can supply but one; and that one we can supply to ten times 
the amount of the demand. 

Mr. Clay, in the Rouse, Wednesnay, March 31,1824:, said: 
In casting our eyes around us, the-most prominentrcircumstance which:fixes 

, om: attention and challenges our deepest regret. is the general distress 
whieh pervades the whQle eountry. It i£ forced UJlOn us by numerous facts 
of the most incontesta.t:Jle character. It is indicated by the diminished -ex­
por~s of.native produ.ce; by the d~pressed and reduood state of Qur foreign 
na.VIga1aon; by our din;l.in1shed commerce: by Sll{)Cessive u:nthreshed crops 
of grain perishing in onr barns and barn•yards for the want of a market· 
by the &la.~g d~ution of the circulating medium: by the numerouS 
bank:rtrptCles, not limited to the tradmg classes, but extending to all orders 
of society; by an ~ersal complaint of the want of -employment, a:nd a 
consequent r~ductiOn of the wages of lab'lr; by the ravenous pursuit after 
put?lie situations, not for thesak~ of their honors and the pe:r!ormance of 
then- public-duties, but as a m~anB of private subsistence; by the reluctant 
resort to the perilous use of paper money; by the int~rvention of le!?isla.­
tion in the-delicate relation between debt-or and creditor~ and, above all. by 
the low and depressed sta,te of the value of almost every description of the 
whole mass of the property of the nation, which has, on-an average sunk 
not le ss than about 5J per eent within a few years. ' 
T~ distress .pervades every pa_rt of the Union: e-very <:la.ss of society; an 

feel1t, though It may be felt, at di!fer~nt places, m di.l1erent degrees. It is 
like the atmosphere Willi:h surrounds us-all must inhale it, and none can 
~scapeit. In some places it has burst upon our people without a. single mit­
Igatmg circumstance to temper its severity. In others. more fortunate, 
slight alleviations have been experienced in th-e expenditure of the public 
revenue and in other-favoring causes. 

* $ • $ ~ $ • 

What, again1: would ask, is the cause o! the unhappy condition of our 
country, which I have faintly depicted? It is to be found in the fact that, 
during almost the whole existence o1 Lhis Government, we have shaped our 
industry, our navigation, and our commerce in reference to an enraordi­
nary war in 'Europe, and. to foreign markets, which no longer exist; in tact 
that we lllive depended too much upon foreign sources or .supply, and ex­
cited too little t.hena-tive · in the fact that, whilst we have cultinted, w.:ith as­
siduous care, our foreign resources, we have su.t!ered those at home to wither, 
in a. .state of neglect .and abandonment. 

$ • • - • • * * 
Th.agreatest want of civilized society is a. -market tor the sale andexchange 

otthe surpl:ns Of the produce of the labor of its members. This ma.rk~t may 
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exist at home or abroad, or both, but it must exist somewhere, if society 
prospers; and wherever it does exist, it should be competent to the absorp­
tion o! the entire surplus of production. It is most desirable that there 
should be both a home and a foreign market. But, with respect to their re­
lative superiority, I can not entertain a. doubt. The home market is first in 
order, and paramount in importance. The object of the bill under consid­
eration is to create this home market and to lay the foundations of a. genu­
ine .American policy. It is opposed, and it is incumbent upon the partisans 
of the foreign policy (terms which I shall use without any invidious intent) 
to demonstrate that the foreign market is an adequate vent for the surplus 
produce of our labor. But is it so? Foreign nations can not, it they would, 
take our surplus produce. lf the source of supply, no matter of what, in­
creases in a greater ratio than the demand for that supply, a glut of the mar­
ket is inevitable, even if we suppose both to remain perfectly unobstructed. 

• * $ $ $ • • 

I would trouble the committee with only one other quotation which I shall 
make from Lowe, and from hearing which the committee must share with 
me in the mortification Which I felt on perusing it. The author says: "It 
is now above forty years since the United States of America were definitely · 
separated from us. and since their situation bas afforded a proof that the 
benefit of mercantile intercourse may be retained, in all its extent. without 
the care o! governing, or the expense of defending, these once regretted 
provinces." Is there not too much truth in this observation? By adhering 
to the foreign policy, which I have been discussing, do we not remain es­
sentially British, in everything but the form of our Government? Are not 
our interests,· our industry, our commerce; so modified as to swell British 
pride, and to increase British power? 

* • $ 0 0 0 0 
Sir-

Said Mr. Webster, in the House April, 2,1824-
the object of the bill before the committee is to aid the industry of the coun­
try by adjusting the proportions or the several branches to the s~ate or the 
country; to aid the introduction and progress or manufacturing industry 
by relieving it from the pressure of European competition: to sustain agri­
culture by providing a domestic market for provisions and raw materials, 
and to secureapermanentandincreasingcommerce by providing the mate­
rials which are necessary to sustain it. The produce of industry is the nut-ri­
ment or commerce; and our shipping can notfor any length of time exceed the 
number which that will sustain. 

Peace in Europe has cut ott the carrying trade and diminished our com­
merce in provisions, and the future prosperity of our foreign commerce is 
involved in the ::.uccess of our domestic manufactures. However desirable 
it may be to cherish and enlarge so important a branch of national indus­
try, it wouid be delusive to expect it to thrive and prosper without employ­
ment. 

The power of regulating its intercourse with other nations belongs to every 
independent government. It may admit the productions or other countries 
or exclude them. It may admit them freely or under what modifications it 
may deem proper. The only way in which domestic manufactures can be 
aided is by the imposition of duties; and this power in the distribution of 
authority between the General Government and those of the States is allotted 
to Congress, and they have complete sovereignty over the subject. 
It will not be denied that it is the duty or government to exercise its pow­

ers in such manner as will be most conducive to the interests of the country. . . . . . "' . 
It is not the density of population in the country, but the collection of peo­

ple in t-owns and villages that facilitates a division of labor and furnishes a 
sutnciency or hands, o.nd a market that will support a diversified industry. 
There is no certain rule, but the one before stated; when production exceeds 
consumption, and a portion of the people are without occupation for want 
of employment, the period has arrived when a division of labor has become 
necessary. This rule is certain, simple, without ambiguity, and admits of 
universal application. 

The disposition or employment of the surplus population,is a proper sub­
ject of legislative regulation. This involves no interference with private 
rights, a.ndnoviolation of the freedom of industry; the object is to provide 
employment for those who have none, whose industry is repressed by the 
policy or interfering industry of other nations, and which nothing short of 
legislative interference can relieve. 

The growth of our manufactures is as ettectually prevented by the moral 
restraints imposed by the superior advantages of those countries with 
whom we have a free and regular commercial intercourse, as if they were 
under legal restrictions, and no power less than that or the nation can con­
trol those obstacles. 

This is an important branch of public policy; it is the true foundation or 
political economy, the basis of national wealth; every system that is not 
erected on this foundation rests on the sand. 

The interference of Government to secure employment to this class or the 
population is absolutely neceseary to render the nation industrious. In­
dustry will always be in proportion to its reward. If a farmer has no market 
for his surplus productions the supply of his own wants will be the measure 
of his exertions; and it there be no foreign demand for the surplus produce 
of the country the industry of the nation will be limited to the supply of the 
nation. The want of a market for surplus productions, as effectually lim­
its the exertions of industry, as if the surplus was liable to the grasp of a 
licensed plunderer, as is now the case in Turkey. Whether the surplus of 
the farmer perishes on his hands or is taken from him by force the effect on 
industry is the same. 

It is the policy of Government to provide objects for the occupation of 
all the citi.zens. The general prevalence or industry among the great m_ass 
of the PvOple is indispensable to good order, peace, and domestic secunty; 
to prevent idleness, pauperism, and crime, and all those mischiefs which 
usually result from an unoccupied and necessitous population. 

• 0 0 0 • • * 
The United States sincetheywere independent have, until recently, found 

it their interest to continue the policy that was imposed on them by Great 
Britain while colonies; thev have devoted themselves almost exclusively to 
agriculture, and have exported their provisions and raw materi.als, and 
exchanged them for the manufactured goods of other countries, and chiefly 
for those of Great Britain. 

While the war in Eurone continued the demand for our provisions created 
an active industry and gave employment to all our citizens. The peace in 
Europe, by enabling those countrit>s to augment the products of agriculture 
has destroyed tne demand tor our provisions, and has left us without a mar­
ket fo!' our surplus ;>roducti.ons, or with a. very limited one; many articles 
of agricultural produce can not be sold for the cost of production. This has 
paralyzed agricultural industry; the farmers have contracted their opera­
tions and diminished the number of their hands. 

Improved land has fallen, and become the most unprofitable subject for 
the investment of capital. The whole estimate of real estate ill New York 

fell18 per cent under the advantage of a vast expenditure, from 1815 to 1821. 
Many, who a few years since purchased their farms on credit·, have been 
oblig~d to sell them at a sacrifice. In many cases of partial payments, farms 
have been sold for less than t.he sum for which they were mortgaged, and 
the owners are ruined. The uncertainty of a market for the product1ons of 
agriculture forbids purchases on credit, and a large class of industrious cit­
izens are without any certain or constant means of emvloyment. 

Our manufactures are excluded from our own markets as well as from 
those of other countries by the superior advantages of British ma.nufatur­
ers. Their industry languishes, and many of them are thrown out or em­
ployment as well as the farmers; many of our forges are abandoned; facto­
ries erected at great expense are shut up; many fiouring miUs are idle, and 
many vessels are lying at our wharves for want of f1·eight. The number of 
paupers, especially that class which require only occasionalrelier, is rapidly 
increasing. The expense or paupers inNewYorkincreasedfrom 1815 to 1822 
from $245,000 to $470,000. 

Permanent paupers to the whole population in England are in the ratio of 
1 to 22; in Pennsylvania, of 1 to 265; in Delaware. of 1 to 2'47; in ~ew York, 
of 1 to ~..0; in Connecticut, of 1 to 150; in New Hampi!hire, of 1 to 100; in 
Massachusetts, of 1 to 63. • 

Perseverance in our present condition will increase and a.g~avate these 
evils. It is the settled policy of the manufacturing nations of Europe to de,-­
rive the means of subsistence from their own soil, and without a market for 
our surplus productions, or a division or labor by the introduction or new 
branches o! industry, a portion of our population will be without employ­
ment. 

Senator Dickerson, of New Jersey, May, 1824, said: 
That some radical change in our system of agri<'ulture, manufactures, and 

commerce is required is incontestably proved by the distressed condition of 
aiLthosebranches of industry. To apply the remedy is the business of Con­
gress. 

The prosperity of a nation can be only secured by fostering and protect­
ing its industry. The whole secret or national wealth consists of finding 
profitable employment for all who are willing to devote themselves to labor. 

• • * I; • • * 0 

The importance of protecting industry applies more forcibly to the United 
States than to any other country. With a vast extent of fertile country, 
under various climates, producing nearly everything that our wishes orne­
cessities require, if we are not prosperous and happy, it must be because we 
do not rely upon our own resources, but depend upon foreign nations for 
those supplies which nature has placed at our own doors. By the policy here­
tofore adopted we suffer Europe to prescribe the laws which regulate the 
prosperity, or rather adversity, or this country. To this may be attributed· 
the distress which has prevailed in almost every section of the United Sta.t.es 
for the last eight years. 

• Q • * $ * $ 

In the last eight years we have imported for our own consumption more 
than one hundred millions worth or manufactures, which we might have 
made and ought to have made for ourselves, while a large portion of our 
population have remained idle for want of employment. 

• • • * * • • 
Manufactures can not succeed unless capitalists can be induced to vest 

their capital in establishments necessary for those purposes. It is in vain 
to call upon our population not engaged in agriculture to work at manu­
factures when no capitalist will employ them. It is in vain to call upon the 
capitalist to invest his money in manufacturing establishments when such 
investment would probably result in the loss ot his capital. If the capitalist 
could compel the people to work at as low a rate of wages as is given in Eu­
rope we could succeed; but men will not do that unless famine. is staring 
them in the face, which will not be the case in this country for some centu­
ries to come-when our P•>pulation shall begin to press upon subsistence. 

The capitalist must be enabled to derive a reasonable profit upon his in­
vestment, giving a reasonable price for labor, or he will reserve his money, 
the value of which is enhanced by the distress or the country, 

TARIFF· ACT ·oF 18:Y. 

Congress was at last brought face to face with the necessity of 
affording protection to our industries, and providing the neces­
saryrevenuestosupport the Government by increased duties upon 
imports; and to do this the tariff act of 1824 was passed. As 
has always been the case when a protective tariff law has been 
enacted, our languishing industries at once revived, new indus­
trial establishments sprang into existence, providing employ.; 
ment for labor, supplying also a market for agricultural prod­
ucts; money became plenty; the Treasury, no longer depleted 
and well-nigh bankrupt, contained in its vaults an ample andgen- " 
erous supply of funds; in short, the nation entered upon an era 
of prosperity such as this country had never before enjoyed. 

I could multiply proofs almost without limit to show the great 
and beneficial effect of the tariff of 1824; to show that new life 
was infused in to every branch of industry, that agriculture, com­
merce and manufactures alike flourished, that labor was em­
ployed, that wages improved, that everyone was prosperous, and 
the Trea.sury was full. President Adams, in opening his annual 
message of December 6, 1825, said: 

In taking a general survey of the concerns of our beloved country, with 
reference to subjects interesting to the common welfare, the first sentiment 
which impresses itself upon the mind is or gratitude to the omnipotent Dis­
penser or all good for the continuance of the signal blessings of His Provi· 
dance, and especially for that health which, to a usual extent, has prevailed 
within our borders, and for that abundance which, in the vicissitudes of the 
seasons, has been scattered with profusion over our land. 

In his second annual message, of December 9, 1826, he said: 
With the exceptions incidental to the most felicitous condition of human 

existence, we continue to bs highly favored in all the elements which con­
tribute to individual comtort and to national prosperity. In the survey of 
our extensive country we are generally to observe a.bo.ies of health andre­
gions ot plenty. 

In his third annual message he said: 
The productions of the soil, the exchanges of commerce, the vivifying la_. 

bors o:r b,umm industry, have combined to mingle in our cup a. portion of 
enjoyment as large and liberal as the indulgence or Heaven has, perhaps, 
ever granted to the imperfect state of man on earth. 



1893. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. 333. 
In -his fourth annual message he said: 
II the enjoyment in profusion of the bounties of Providence forms a subject 

for mutual gratulation and grateful acknowledgment, we are admonished 
at this return of the season, when the rapresentatives or the nation are as­
sembled to deliberate upon their concerns, to offer up the tribute of fervent 
and grateful hearts for the never-failing mercies of Him who ruleth over all. 

And later, in the same message, he said: 
The condition and prospects of the revenue are more favorable than our 

most sanguine expectations had anticipated. 

P1·esident Jackson, in his first annual message, said: 
In communicating with you for the first time, it is to me a. souTce of un­

feigned satisfaction, calling for mutual gratulation and devout thanks to a. 
benign Providence. that we are at peace with all mankind, and that our 
country exhibits t.he most cheering evidence or general welfare and pro-
gressive improvement. _ 

Later, in the same message, he stat-ed his position upon the 
subject of protection, as follows: 

The agricultural interests of our country is so essentially eonnect.ed with 
every other, and so superior in importance to them all, that it is scarcely 
necessary to invite to it your particular a.tt.ention. It is principally as man­
ufactures and commerce tend to increa.se the v.alue of a.gricultm·a.l produc­
tions, and to extend their application to the wants and comforts of society, 
that they deserve the fost.ering care of governmen~. 

Speaking of the revenues, he said: 
The state or the finances exhibits the resources of the nation in an aspect 

highly flattering to its industry and auspicious or the ability of the Govern­
ment in a very short time to extinguish the public debt. 

In his Maysville ro.1d vet-o of May 27, 1830, President Jackson 
said: 

As long as the encouragement of domestic manufactures is directed ton:v 
tiona! ends, it shall receive from me a temperate but st.ea.dy support. 

THE T.ARIFF OF 1828. 

The increase of duties by the act of 1828 was not made without 
a general demand for increased protection by the manufacturing 
Shtes. Conventions of farmers and manufacturers were held, 
and Congress was besieged with-petitions for adequate protec­
tion to Americ:m industries. A general convention of agricul­
turists and manufacturers, and others friendly to the encour­
agement and support of the domestic industry of the United 
States, assembled at Harrisburg, Pa., July 30, 1827, composed 
of delegates from Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylva­
nia, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia; and after a five-days 
session, adopted an address to Congress praying for increased 
protection to American producers, more especially to wool and 
woolen manufactories. 

This address, which was prepared by a committee of the 
ablest members of the convention, is a masterly production, cov­
ering the whole question of the tariff, and is worthy of a careful 

• perusal by the statesmen of to-day. I quote from it as follows: 
The principle of protecting the domestic industry has been adopted in 

most nations, and exists wherever a. prosperous people are found. Without 
it misery must prevail; and no more thana grade of happiness beyond that 
which pertains to savage life, can be expected, men being clothed in skins 
and havlng their homes as if in dens and caverns. There are natural causes 
of soil, climate, and condition why these things should be, as well as many 
incidental or artificial circumstances that bear upon them, and also some­
thing which may be called a. value in human life that must be· respected. 
Thh! is the co&tof subsistence, and forbids "freedom of trade." 

There is no speculation in the proposition. It is a. fact that a. man in France 
may be as well subsist-ed for one-half less than a. man in England; that a. 
Spaniard does live on food upon which an Englisb.ma.n would nearly perish, 
and that an East Indian would starve out a Spaniard on the same supplies. 
We speak of persons performing labor, or, in other words, producing value. 
It is important, then, that these parties can freely exchange commodities. 
'fhe operation of natural causes or determin~le habits would enrich the one 
and beggar the other. 

The address thus refers to the .fact that some persons have re­
cently denied the power of the United States-

To perform the natural operation of protecting the national industry, as 
practiced by nearly every other civilized nation, as indispensable to the nre­
serva.tion of its own exist.ence; and it is asserted that this power had been 
exerted from the beginning, and that the preamble of the first act passed 
under the new Constitution for raising revenue recited that the act was 
necessary for ''the encouragement and protection of manufactures." 

Attention is called to the fact that the commerce and navigation 
of the United States had been protected to the utmost extent to 
which protection mightgo. That ''heavy discriminating-duties" 
on imports and tonnage were levied-the coasting trade prohib­
ited to foreigners; reciprocity was always demanded, and re­
striction met with restriction at every step. And continuing: 

But what American heart is not warmed when the result of this decisive 
protection of commerce and navigation is presented to view, which has 
raised up our tonnage to be second only to that of Great Britain; which has 
caused the starry banners to be displayed with honor from the burning 
line to the icy barriers or the north and south; which has demonstrated the 
momentous truth, a truth worth all the sophisms of the old and new school 
of amalgamated economists, that protection, or even prohibition, has no 
necessary relation to the cost of articles to the consumer, seeing the proud 
fact is that we excel all nations in the celerity, certainty, and cheapness of our 
tra.nfportation; the foreign, through protection; and the coasting, by prohi-
bition. . 

The discussion in Congress of t.he tariff bill of 1828 is both in­
teresting and valuable. I submit a few extracts: 

Mr. Mallary of Vermont, in the House, March 4,1828, s1M: 
Manufacturers, we all know, are constantly accused of being govern..--d by 

sordid and selfish views. They are charged with hostility to all other 
classes of the people. They are held up to observation as a. body of iron· 
handed monopolists. From whomuothese accusations come? The severest 
are from a few seaboard merchants and foreign agents. A numerous body 
of American merchants, distinguished for their wealth and talents, a.re 
among the warmest and ablest advocates of the American policy. 

Sir, in a. country like the United States, where all may engage m what 
employment they choose, there can never be a monopoly by any body or man­
ufacturers. The extent of the country, the favorable P.Ositions eveywhere 
aJ!orded, the industry and enterprise of the people, Wlll always be a safe­
guard against the least danger. You might as well maintain that the farm­
ers are monopolists, the mechanics are monopolists, as to lay the same 
charge against the manufacturer. 

But, sir, I ma.intain that the tendency of protecting domestic manufac­
tures is to prevent a. most dangerous and p3werful monopoly, a mOTJ>:lyed • 
aristocracy that would be resistless, overwhelming. 

I mean, distinctly, the mercantile interes~ on the seaboard.. II this na­
tion, great and extensive as it is and will be, was composed of farmers and 
merchants alone, what would be the consequence? 1'he seaboard would be 
the place of exchange for domestic and foreign productions. This would 
be effected at a. few points favored by nature. Profits and. gain would, from 
necessity, be confined to a. few. The farming interest must sustain all the 
charges and expenses of transportation or its productions-heavy, bulky­
while the merchant would at a.ll times secure t-o himself his reward, -~hat­
ever may be the sa.crifices and losses of the farmer. On the seaboard, there· 
fore, all the moneyed capital of the nation would concentrate. The interior ­
would be in dependence, debt, and bondage. 

I am not insensible to the importance of foreign commerce. But that 
alone never did, and never can. make a nation of extensive territory pros­
perous. History proved t.he fact. To be sure, large cities have sprung into 
existence by trade. Nations, or states possessing small domain like Ven­
ice and Genoa, may have become rich and powerful by foreign commerce. 

A country as extensive as France, or Germany, or Russia., or the Unit-ed 
States never could have wealth, compet-ence, an1 the ordin::try comforts of 
life universally distribut-ed without the aid or domestic manufactures. 
There might be a Hanseatic League of cities, rich and powerful, showing de­
fiance to the proudest monarchs, while the countries which supported them 
would remain poor, depressed, and miserable. 

There might be a rich and flourishing Dantzic, with Wl"etched Poland in 
the rear to sustain it. ' 

Mr. Wright, of New York, in the House, March 10,1828, said: 
And here, sir, it is my duty to premise that it has been my object, and I 

believe it to have been the object of the majority of the committee, to frame 
a. bill which should have in view the protection of the leading interests of 
the country. I have supposed that in all laws having a. reference to the pro­
tection of the domestic industry of this country, agriculture should be con­
sidered the prominent and leading interest. This I have considered the basis 
upon which the other great intere5ts rest, and to which they are to be con­
sidered as subservient. Still this i'> not to be considered as entitled to pro­
tection exclusive of the manufacturing interest. I do not believe that a. law 
which would be injurious to manufacturers would be beneficial to agri­
culture; but I do believe that protection to manufactures should be given 
with express reference to the eJ!ect upon agriculture, and that no protection 
can be wise or consistent with the policy of this Government which has not 
for its object to add strength and vigor to this great and vital interest of the 
country. The same may be said or the commercial interest, as it ?.lso is 
only subservient to the great interests of agriculture. 

Mr. Barnard, of New York, in the House, March 17, 1828, said~ 
Manufactures have kept very exact pace with civilization. And the his­

tory of commerce itself is little else than the history of the progress of man­
ufactures. In that age of the world when manufactures were little known 
that company of Ishmaelites "coming from Gilead, bearing spices, balm, 
and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt," I dare say, thought them­
selves driving a. very extensive and profitable trade. The commerce or the 
celebrated commercial cities of Italy were never so flourishing as when they 
became manufacturers to supply the necessities of the Crusaders in the holy 
wars. The prosperity of English commerce is dated from tbe encouragement 
which was given to the English manufacturers, and at this day is almost 
wholly dependent upon them, either direct-ly or indirectly, for its successful 
prosecution. 

Under the tariff act of 1828, anew impetus was given to Ameri­
can industry, resulting in increased prosperity, increase of in­
dustrial wealth, and a full Tre:1sury. 

THE CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE REPEAL OF THE .ACTS OF 181.! AND 1823. 

President Jackson, in his third annual message, said: 
Among the happiest effects or the improved relations of our Republic has 

been an increase of t1·ade, producing a. corresponding increase or revenue 
beyond the most sanguine expectations or the Treasury Department. 

And later: 
A modification of the tariff which shall produce a. reduction of our reve­

nue to the wants of the Government and an adjustment of the duties on im­
ports, with a view to equal justice in relation to all our national interests, 
* * * is deemed to be one or the principal objects which demand the con­
sideration or the prese:'-t Congress. 

This portion of the President's message was referred in the 
House to the Committee on Manufactures. which, as well as the 
Committee on Ways and Means, had boen selected with a view 
to the modification of the tariff. Mr. Adams of Massachusetts, 
chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, on the 23d day of 
May! 1832, reported a new tariff bill. Mr. McDuffie, chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, had previously reported 
a radical tariff bill to meet the views of the ultra free-trade ad­
vocates, and had submitted a report denouncing the tariff laws 
and the protective system as taxing the South for the benefit of 
the North. 

Mr. McDuffie having forced on the discussion of his bill in the 
House, on June 1 the first section of the bill was struck out by a 
vote of 81 yeas to 41 nays. 

The Adams bill, after a protract-ed and heated discussion, passed 
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the House by 132 yeas to 65 nays; and passed the Senate July 
9 by 32 ye'ls to 16 n.1ys; and was approved by the Pr·esident. 

This act Wd.S a very Eberdl concession to the South. It provided 
for a grea.t l'eduction of the re •enue, and considerably reduced 
the duties upon articles which came into competition with articles 
of dom=stic ma.nufdcture. It was supposed it would be received 
by the advocates o£ free tra de and by the domin'lllt p .1rty in 
South C.1rolina as at least a t.empor.1ry aettlement of the disturb· 
ing question of the tariff· but those who had yie lded their own 
vie \vS on the subject to conciliate the Southern discontents were 
disn,ppointed. The day after the pass!tge of the act the repre­
sentatives of South CJ.rolin:t whofavorednullification.as a 1emedy 
for their supposed grievancas met at Washington and adopted 
and published an addre_s to the people of South Carolina, the 
con::!luding sentences of which were as follows: 

'Theywill not pretend to sugge.:;t the appropriate remedy, but after ex­
pressing their solemn and dell oe ra.t.e convi ; tion t h:1t the protective system 
must now be r eg u·ded as the settled policy of the country, and that all hope 
of r elief from Congress is irrecovera vly gone, they l eave it to you, the sov­
ereign power of the tita.te, to determine wheth~r the rig!lts .a.n.d liber ties 
whil:!h you received a a p reciou inneritanca from an illustrious ancestry 
shall lie tamely surrendered without a struggle, or be transmitted un­
diminished to yvur po. terity. 

Follmving this address, meetings were held in South Carolina 
at which the t.1ritf act just p.LS5ed was denounced. Those who 
attended them were pledged to support the :Sbte government in 
measures to resist the en forcement of the tariff laws, and the 
people were urged to opposition to the General Government. 

Notwithstlnding the ex:eetions of the respectable, law-abiding 
portion of the community, the disc on tents secured a majority in 
both houses of the Legislature. As-soon as the complexion of 
the Legislature was known, Governor Hamilton convoked it. 
Immediately after assembling on October 22, 1832, a bill was re­
p'Orted and p3.SS }d authorizing a convention to meet atColumbia 
on the 19th of the following month of November. Without going 
into details, it is sufficiant for my purpo3e to state that the con­
vention passad an ordinance declaring all acts of Congress im­
posing duties on imported goods, and more especially the laws 
of May 19, 1828, and July 14! 1832, to be absolutely null and void 
within that State, and declaring it to be the duty of the Legis­
lature of the State to pass such laws as would be necessary to 
carry t he same into effect fromandafterthefollowing February. 

This ordinance concluded with the declaration that any at­
tempt on the p.1rt of the United St.ttes to reduce the State to 
obedience, or to enforce the revenue laws otherwise than through 
the -civil tribunals, would be deemed inconsistent with the con­
tinuance of South Carolina.in the Union, and the people of th :1t 
State would proceed to organize a separate and independent gov­
ernment. A copy of the ordinance was officially transmitted to 
PresidentJackson by the governor of South Carolina. The Leg­
is1:'Lture met when the convention adjourned., and p!l.Ssed the laws 
required by the ordinance. Acts were passed authorizing the 
governor to call the militia into service to resist any attempt by 
the General Government to enforce the revenue laws, to accep t 
volunteers, to call out the whole military power of the Str.:tte. and 
provision was made for the purcha e or arms and munitions of 
war. The Union was imperiled. The existence of the Govern­
ment was threatened. Federal action became imperative. All 
the av ilable milita.ry force of the Government was ordered to 
as emble at Charleston, and a sloop of war was sent to f.hat port 
to proteet the officers ol the Government in the performance of 
their d nties. 

P1·esident Jackson, in his annual message of December 4,1832, 
said: 
It is my painful duty to state that in one quarter of the United States 

opp.:> ition to the revenue laws has arisen to a height which threatens to 
thwart their execution , if not to endanger the integrity of the Uni·m. 

And on the 11th day of December, 1832, he issued a proc1ama­
tion abounding in p3.triotic utter .tnces, appealing to the people 
of South Carolina to retrace their steps, and announcing his de­
termins.tion to execute the. laws an to preserve the Union by 
all constitutional means. I quote irom that proclamation the 
following: 

Look-on this picture or happiness and honor and say, we, too, are citizens 
of America . Uarolina is one of these proud States; her arms have defended, 
he-r best blood has cemented this happy Union. And then add, if yon can, 
Without horror and remorse, this happy Union we will disso~ve; this -picture 
of peace and prosperity we will deface; this free intercourse we will .inter­
rupt ; these fertile ti elds we will deluge with blood; the protection or that 
glorious flag we renounce; the very name of Americans we.disaa-rd. 

And for wnat, mistaken men ! for what do you throw away these inestim­
able .blessings-for what would yoQex-ch.ange.youx sh.are 1n the _advantages 
:md honor of 1Jle Union? For the dream df a separate independence-a 
dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neighbors, a.nd a vile ·de· 
pend:ence on,.foreign power. U yoar !leaders could -succeed in -establishing a 
separation, what won.ld .be your situation? Are you united at home-are 
you free from ~he a.ppreh~sion of :civil discord. 'Wi-ch·all its f-ea;rtul -conse­
quences? Do our neighboring republics, every day su1Iering some new.rev­
olntionor-contendingwithsoonenewinsur-reetion-dotheyexoiteyourenvy? 
Bnt the dictates of a .hl,gll-ducy oblige me. solemnly to announce that yon 
cannot succeed. 

The laws of the United States must be executed. -:I have no disel';etion:r.ry' 
p~wo-:on~em.l;ljeot-myduty.is,emphatioa.ijy pronounced-bltbe .Oomtitu-

tion. Those who told you that you.might peaceably prevent their execution 
deceived you-they could not ha-ve been deceived themselves. They know 
that a fot cible opposition could .alone prevent the ()Xecution o! the laws, and 
they know that such opposition must be repelled. Theil' object is disunion; 
but be not deceived by names; disunion by .arm.ed force is treason. Are 
you really ready to incur its guilt? If"YOU are, on the heads or the insti· 
gators ol the ~t be the dreadful consequences, on their heads be the dis· 
honor, but on yours may fall the punishment-on your unhappy State will 
inevitably fall all the evils or the conflict you force upon the Gov~rnment or 
yo.ur country. 
It can not accade to the mad project of disunion, or which you would be 

the fi r st victims. Its First Magistrate can not, if he would avoid the per­
formance of his duty. The constl(!uence must be fearful for you. distressing 
to your fellow-citizens here. and to the frit\nds of good government through­
out the world. Its enemies have beheld our prosp~rity with a vexation they 
could no li conceal; i t was a ::> tanding refuta r.ion of their slavish doctrines, 
and they wtl' point to our discord with the triumph or malignant joy. 
It is yet in yom· power to disappoint them. There is yet time to sbow that 

the descendants of the Pinckneys, the Sumters, the Rutledges, and of the 
thousand other names which adorn the pa•'e,s of your Revolutionary history, 
will not abandon that Union, to support which so many of them fought and 
bled and died. I adjure you, as you honor their memory; as you love the 
cause of freedom, to which they dedicated their lives; asyouprizethepeace 
of your country, the lives of its best citizens, and your own fair .fame, to 
r etr ace your steps. 

Snatch from the archives of your State the disorganiztng edict of its con­
ventiOn; bid its members to reassemble and promuigate the decided expres­
sions or your will to remain in the path which alone can conduct you to 
safety, prosperity, and honor; tell them that, compared to disunion, all 
other evils are ll!!;ht, because that brings with it an accum ulation of all; de­
clare that you will never t ake th~ field unless the sta.r-sp.mgled banner of 
your country shall float over you; that you will not be stigmatized when 
dead, and dishonored and scorned while you live, as the authors of the first at­
tack on the Constitution or your country I Its destroyers you can not be. 
You may disturb its peace; you may interrupt the course of its prosperity; 
youmayclouditsreputation for stability, but its tranquillity will be restored, 
i ts prosperity will return, a d the stain upon iLs national character will be 
transferred and remain an external blot on the memory of those who ca. used 
the disorder. 

Fellow-citizens of the United States! The threat of unhallowed disunion, 
the names or those (once respected) by whom it was uttered, the array o! 
military force to support it, denote the approach of a crisis in our a.Jfairs, 
on which the continuance of our unexampled prosperity, our political 
e.xis;enr:e, and perhaps that or all free government. may depend. '!'he con­
junctm·e demanded a free, a full, and explicit enunciation, not only or my 
intentions, but of my princi-ples of action; and as the claim was asserted of 
a Tight by a St!l.te.to annul the laws of the Union, and even to secPde from 
it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my opinions, in relation to the origin 
and form of our Government, and the construction l give to the instrument 
by which it was created. seemed to be proper. 

Having the fullest confidence in the .justness of the Jegal a.nd constitu­
tional opinion or my duties which has been expressed, I rely with equal 
confidence on your undivided support in my determination to execute the 
laws, to -preserve the Union by all constitutional means, to arrest, if pos­
sible, by moderate, but firm measures, the necessity or a recourse to force; 
and if it be the will of Hea.ven that the recurrence of its primeval curse on 
man for the shedding ot.a. brother•s blood should fall upon our land. that it 
be not called down by any ol!ensive act on th" part or the United States. 

Fellow-citizens ! the momentous case is before you. On yo.urnndivided 
support or your Government depends the decision o! the great question it 
involves. whether your sacred Union will be preserved. and the blessing it 
secures to us as one people .shall be pe~tuated. No one can doubt that the 
unanimity wi rh which that decision will be expressed will be..snch as to in­
spire new confidence in republican institutions, and that the prudence, the 
wisdom, and the courage which it will brin.g to their defense will traru;mit 
them unimpaired a.nd invigorated to our cb.Jdren. 

I have thus fully presented the condition of the matter of the 
attempted nullification of South Carolina at the time Con­
gress met in 183~ to show the attitude of the South upon the 
tariff question; to show that a dissolution of the Union was first 
threatened on account of the ·t3.ri:ff and by the advocates of free 
trade, andior the purpose also of showing the C3.uses which in· 
fluenced some of the frienda of prot3ction at that Congress to 
fa vor the compromise act of 1833, by which the protective policy 
was striken down, and the country plunged into bankruptcy and 
ruin, and g reat distress brought upon the people. 

As I proceed, it will appear that South Carolina did not stand 
alone in her hos tility to the tarill laws, but that such h stility 
ex ended generally throughout the Southern-states, and that it 
continued until those States attempted to secede and d estroy the 
Union; that it was one of the causes which, when the South 
could no longer cont rol the AdministrJ.tion and Congres~ional 
legislation, led to the rebellion. Thishostllitytotheprotective 
policy exists in the South t o-day; and it is this fact, connected 
with the success of the Democratic party, dominated as i.tis by 
the South, that has produced the p t·evctiling widespre3.d disaster 
to the industries of the countr.Y. I will incorpo l'ate in my re­
marks e.xtr 1cts from some of the more important speeches de­
liveredin the Senate and the House during the discussion of the 
tari · bill of 1832. 

Mr. Clay, January 11, 1832, in the Senate, said: 
It forms no part or my present purpose to enter into a consiaeration of 

the established policy of -protection. Strong in. the eouviations, a.nd deeply 
seated i:nthe a.freations, o.r.alarge majority of the-people o1 the Uni •:e.d States, 
it stands self-vindicated, :tn t.he general prosperity, in the rieh f ruits which 
it has scattered o-ver"1!he land, in the experience of all prosperous and power­
t:ul nations, p-resent an~ past, and now .in that of our own. ·Nor do. I think it 
necessary to discuss tha.t J>Olicy on this resolution. Other gentlemen may 
thlnk differently_ .md.1nay choose t'O .a;rgup. :and assail it. If they do, I .have 
no.doubt tbat . .:in.a.llp.a.T:ts ot t1re Sen.a.lie,..members mo.Ile campct.ent than 1 
am willlle 'lle.ady ..to:defend..and 1ilWPOrt..it. 

• ... • • .. .. -:# 

In making this inquiry. t.he first question which presents itself is, whether 
it.is expedient to prese1-ve ·the existing1iuti~s in ,order to-accumulate a.sur• 
plus in..theTreasury; tor: the _purpose of subsequent dis.tl'ibution amQDg tJut 
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.several States . I think.not. If the colleruon, for the-purpose o1 such -a sur­
plus is to be made from the pocket~ of one portion of the-people, to be 'Ulti­
mately returned to the same pockets, the process wonld :be .attended with 
the cer tain loss a.risi ngfrom the charges.ot collection. and with the loss also of 
interest whHethemoneyisJ,>erforming"theunnecessarycircuit; anditwould, 
therefore, be unwise. If it 1S to be collected from one portion of the people 
and given to another, it would be unjust. If it is to be given to the States 
in their corporate capacity, to be used by them in their public expenditure, 
I know of no principle in the Constitution which authorizes th.e Federal 
Government to become such a collector for t:he States, nor of any principle 
of safety or propriety which admits of the States becoming such recipients 
of gratuity from the General Government. 

Mr. Hayne, in the Senate January 16, 1832, stated the South­
ern position on the tariff, and foreshadowed the attempt of South 
Carolina to nullify the laws. He said: 

The gentleman from Kentucky set out with the declaration that he did 
not deem it necessary to offer any arguments in favor of the Am..erican sys­
tem: "that the protecting policy stands sell-vindicated; that it has scat­
tered its rich frmts over the whole land, and is sustained by the experience 
of all-powerful and prosperous nations. " 

Sir, we meet these p ositions at once by asserting, on our part, that the 
protecting system stands self-condemned in our own country by the desola­
tion which has followed in its t1:ain. and the discontents it has produced­
condemned by the experience of all the world, and the almost unanimous 
opinion of enliJmtened men in modern Limes. And now, having fairly 
joined issue with the gentleman, we might put ourselves upon the coun­
try. and submit the case without argument; nor should I have any fears for 
the result i1 the L<>sue was to be tried and decided by an impartial tribunal, 
free from the disturbing influence or popular prejudice and delusion, and 
the strong bias of interests, personal, pecuniary, and political. 

..... 

Let not gentlemen so far deceive themselves a.s to suppose that the oppo­
sition of the South to the protecting system is not based on high and lofty 
principles. It has nothing to do with party poli'iics, or the mere elevation 
o! men. It rises far a.bove all such considerations. Nor is it influenced 
chiefly by calculations of interest, but is founded in much nobler impulses. 
The instinct of self-interest might have taught us an easier way of relieving 
ourselves from this oppression . . It wanted but the will to have supplied our­
selves with e\"ery article embraced in tht' protective system, free or duty, 
wit.hout any other participation on our part than a simple cun.senttoreceive 
tbem. 

But. sir, we have scorned in a contest for our rights to resort to .any but 
open and fair m E'au.s to ma.intain them. The spirit with which we have 
entered into this business is akin to that which was kinClled in the bosom of 
our fathers when they we1·e made the viet ms of oppression; .and if it has 
not displayed itself in the same way it is becaus.ewe have~ver cheTished t:he 
strongest feelings of confraternity toward onr brethren, and the warmest 
and most devoted attachment -to the Union. l:f we have been in any degree 
divided among ourselves in this matter, the source of -that division, let 
gentlemen be assured, has not arisen o much from any d:tfference of opinion 
as to the true character of the oppression, as from the dtlterent degrees o1 
hope of redress. hll parties have for years past been looking j'orwfLrd to this 
crisis for the fulfillment of their hopes or the con1:l.r.ma.Uon .or their 1ears. 
:And God grant that the result mayoe aUSJ>icious. 

Mr. McDuffie, May 28, 1832, said: 
Free trade is the great doctrine of politicalTeformation in modern times; 

it is to the commerce and the social condition of nations what the reforma­
tion of Luther -was to the Christian religion. * * * I should regard it as 
the proudest monument that we could erect to the glorv of this Republic, the 
chosen habitation of .:freedom, to set an e-xample on this subject ·to the other 
nations of the earth. .It -would stand, flir, as :a beacon light on the great ocean 
of human aJiail:s. to conductallnationstothe havenofpro!U)erity. Yes, sir; 
let ns plant -the 1iree or free trade, and water it, that its branches may be ex­
tended to the uttermost extremities of the earth. and the{)hristian and the 
philanthropist-will joyfully concur in anticipating the blessed period whttn, 
beneath its fruitful and refreshing shade"'':the nations of the earth may 
pitch their tentsjn:peace." '* * * 

Mr. Chairman, owing to the peculiar circumstances in which she has been 
placed. and not because she claims to have :mora intelligence or patriotism 
than the other Som.hern States, it has been the lot of South O<lil'Olina to be 
in "the van of this great str uggle ror constitutional liberty. Vil:ginia and 
North Carolina, in proportion to~heir population, furnish a comparatively 
small amount of the exports npon which the protecting system d-irectly 
operates. Georgia has been engr0ssedin maintaining het·dghts fn ,another 
contest with this Government.; And the -people of the new States of the 
Southwest, cultivating a1resh .and fertile soil, recently acquired at the 
minimum price, can a.s well afford to make cotton at 6 or£ cents a pound as 
those of South Carolina can .at 10. T.hey can .sustain this oppressive .system 
with compa.ratively little.Bu1Iering when tne older planting States will be 
utterly ruined. But-they ha.ve too much 'Sagacity not to see that when the 
tide of ruin shall have swept away the States which sta.ndfi.rst in the march 
of the oppressor, they are des.tined to })t, the next victims. 

South Carolina, "then, is iighting the common battle "Of all the Southern 
Sta1 es. She threw herself into ..tne breach as a !orlorn llopf', when all .the 
au,spices were against her; and, wna.te.ver may be the result of the conte!';t, 
I cannot but regard her destiny as a happy and glorious one. Nothing ele­
vates the character of a people to so h igh a point as a ltisinterested.struggle 
tm liberty; and I do not belie:ve:thereisatthismoment a s_pot npon the face 
of t he globe w.here the £pir1t of ireedom is hlgher than in South Carolina. 
There is no vulgar ambition minD"liDg in this controversy. In adverting to 
bistorical analogies, I have lmenstruekwith tllll.:s trongresembla.nce between 
the situation of the Southern &tatesin this.apparentlyunequ:J.l contest .and 
thnt of the Grecian states w.hiahumited .t•} resist th-e Persian .invasion. 

Ours, to be tmre, is a ctviLst nurgle, not to ·be waged with the vulgar 1mple­
men:ts o1 Wat:, but by the :saver~, .the legislative. ana the judicial powers 
o! the States. South Carolina. "iE tully lrn'are o1 the responsibi.ity she has 
af!Sumed and a:f::the-p.eril :She mu5t·em:ouni.'e.r;; tm:t no great object can lle ac­
complished without.grea.t;sacrilioes. tiad:it:not 'beenior fte heroic -spirit of 
Leonidas and his immortal band, who devoted themselves-at Tbermopylre 
for the common cause or Greece. the Jigbt ,of -Grecian liberty might have 
been extinguished :foreYer, and ·the fiestiny -afmlmkind entirely changed. 
And Luo oanfidently l>elie:ve :that if .South Ca.rolbra talli! 1n -the .struggle she 
1s now waging, !the htiet days .or .American .libe:tly 'Will ire n-umhered. 

Senator H.rume-s ai Maine.,.Jan:ear.Y 3D., 183"2., said: 
.l: should not, .PJ'Oba.bly. ~President. 3::J:wm 'lhl'OWn 'mYBe1t -on t 'he indtil­

genee ot tb-e Sena-te, had net 'the :Ben:.'l.tar-trom South ClWo}in&'[Mr. Ha.yne] 
denied 't1le ,powe-r:u.f -congress !to :protect 'OT:1X ':mallu!actlll.'eB, and 1n1iima.ted 
rm opinion that a ·State -might anm:fl 'the acts «'the 'illed&nl ·Govermnent. 

And although the 'few sentiments which .he uttered on the subject came 1n at 
the close of his ·remarks, and seemed rather as an a.fterthought, yet, as he 
has-embodied them in the speech, I can nevel.' let doctrines so dangerous 
pass without my decisive dis..tpprob tion. Here every friend of the Consti­
tution should be upon the walls-he shouU "cry aloud, and .spare not." 
Here, we should-repeat a-sain and again; here there should he '·line upon 
line, and precept upon precept," And though my little bark has been pelted 
and shattered by the storms and tempests which invest the capes, shores, 
and seas of public life, yet, trail as it is, Twill venture to l a. unch it into the 
boisterous ocean of debate, i! thereby I can contribute aught to save the 
Constitution of my country from the -shlpwreck to Which i t is .exposed. 

"' "' * * ¢ ~~ .,. 

And -what is this power to "regulate"? 1tis to make rules to govern. And 
what is a rule ? It.isalaw. We all rememb~rwhen, in our incipien ~ studies, 
we were taught that a. law was "a rule of civil conduct, prescribed by the 
supreme power of a State, commanding what is right, and fol'bidding what 
is wrong." The supreme is the legislative power; and this must be supreme 
over the subject-matter and person on which it is called. to act; and the 
"right or wrong" is determineJ by the decree of the judiciary, to whom, in 
free governments, this duty is confided. The word rule, is, in the Constitu­
tion synonymous with Ia w. "Uniform rules of r..aturalization," and "rules 
for the government of the Army and Navy," are made by enactments, and 
are, to all intents and purposes, laws. To re'5ulate commerce, therefore. is 
to prescribe rules to govern the exchange of the products o! agriculture and 
manufactures, and it is a power over the whole subject-matter, except where 
x:estrclined by the Constitution itself. It would seem to me that this infer­
ence is irresistible, and that. unless the regulation of commerce includes 
tha~ of the exchange of its objects, it is noth.ng but an abstraction. 

But if I am wrong in this the Constitution has failed of its design. It orig­
inated in the want of power to reciprocate the favor, and retaliate the in­
juries or foreign nations on this very subject of trade. This power or p ro­
tecting our own manufacturer was urgea as the chiefreasonforits adoption. 
Some States had, notwithstanding the Articles of Confedera tion, undertaken 
to expound treaties. Congress on the 13th of April, 1787,came to the follow­
ing resolution: 

".RI!solved, That the Legislature o1 the several States can not explain, • 
limit, Ol.' control a national treaty, but such treaties are the supreme laws 
of the land by the Articles of the Confederation." 

In 1784, April 30, a resolution of Oongress recommended 'to the several 
States to vest the United Sta.tes in Congress assembled, for the term of 1lf­
teen years, with power to .prohibit any goods from being imported into or 
exported from any uf the States, in vessels belonging to or navigated by the 
subjects of any-power -with whom the United States have not formed any 
treaties uf commerce; and also, of prohibiting the subjects ot any foreign 
State, etc., unless authorized by treaty, from importing into the United 
Statesllony goods, etc., which are not the produce or manufacture of the do­
minions D1 the .sovereign whose .subjects they are. (5 M!trshall 's Washing­
ton. 70_) 

"The idea of compelling Great 'Britain to relax somewhat of the rigors of 
her sy.stem by opposing tt with regulations equally restrictive seems to 
have been generally-taken up." (I d. , 69.) · 

So, also, noteMr . .Adams'Bletter,recommendingthat Congress should have 
the power: 

"The Boston petitioners request that the IIUIIlerous impositions of tbe 
British on the trade and exports uf these States ·may be forthwith contra­
vened by sim:ilar expedients on ourJ>art." (I d., T'/.} -

"The Pennsylvania ·memorial, after stating that other nations will not 
be restrained by any .apprehenswns, -as long as the J>OWer remains severally 
withtb.e States, -or being met by any-consistent and efl.'ectual restrictioll£ on 
ourp!trt, prays Congress~o recommend to the States to give it the necessary 
power.over the commerce oahe United States.'' (Id., 78.) 
· WaShington, in a letter to a friend in Great Britain, thus states: "They 
{the people] now see the indispensable necessity of a general controlling 
power and are addressing their respactive a.ssemblies to grant it to Con­
gress." (Id., 7&.) 

Again; "I do not see that we mm long -exiB.t as a natlon without lodging 
somewhere .a power w.hich will pervade 'tfl.e whole 'Union in a.s energetic a 
manner a.s the authority of the ;:itate gove~nts -extends over the several 
States:" l7d., 95. ) 

''Suppose, as haR 'been contend eo, that-the Federal power of taxauion were 
to be confined to duties on1m.ports, it is evJ.dent'that-the want of being able 
to command other r-esources would 'frequerrtly be tempted to extend those 
duties to :m.injurious excess." (l.FedEn'a.list. No. ::5, p. ·8.) 

The .more .intelligent adversaries of the Constitution admit the necessity 
of the power of taxa.tion, but they quality theh' 1vbnission by a distinction 
between what they call internal taxations; the latter of which they explain 
into commercial imposts, or rather duties on imported articles; they de­
clare themselves willing to concede to the Federal Government. (1 Fed­
eralist, No. 30, page~9-) 

Ourmanufactures .a.re another .g:re.at object which has received no encour­
agement by national duties on foreign :manllfactureB, and tMy' never can, 
by any a.nthority in the bld Confederntion. 

The question is, have -these .been encom:agad? 'Has Congress been able, 
by national laws, to prevent the import ation of such forei;n commodities 
as are made byraw materia.ls11.8 we ourselves raise. (Mr. Dawes .of Mr. El­
liot's Debates, volume 1. page 76.) 

Mr. Pierce (opposed to the Constitution) was -afraid the impost would be 
a.bandonen for direct tax:1.t1on. (Ia .• .9L) 

Mr. Williams of NewYork ,Jn·oposed an a;mendment to the Constitution 
-of the United St 1ot es, tha.t wh_n the money.s..arising from impost .and excise 
should be insuflicient, then a requisition for a direct tax upun the States 
should be ma1e. and. on re!usa.l, Congress should levy -the tax. (LElliot's 
Deoates, pages 294, 295.) 

Cha.ncelio1· Livingston, in objecting to thts amendment, remarked that 1f 
the manufactures of this country were alw-ays to be i:n.a state of infancy., 
if the amendment. were only a temporary expedient, the provision might 
consist with good policy; but, at a future day, an enla.r~ed popula1lion will 
render us a manufac"turing})eople, the im'lOSlS will t hen necessarily lessen, 
and the public wants will call for new sources of revenue. (Id., })age 303.) 

Mr. George Mason opposed the power to lay direct taxes. (2_Elliot, page 
64.) 

'Mr:'NIA:DxsoN. Direct taxes will only he re.-."Ul'red to for _greatJllZ11l05es. 
(I d., 96.) 

Mr. NICHOLAS. Money can not be raised. more judiciously thlm :by .:im­
posts. Tt is not felt by the people. But lle.ins:isted that the 'POWer.ut llir.ect 
taxatlon.:w&S necessary. (.7a., ·98.) 

:Mr. MARSHALL a.nswere.d :the objection that direct :taxa;tlon -was -mmeces­
sary. {ld., ·187.) 

Mr. MoNROE corrtenfiad against direct taxatiun beea;u.se :the :tmpost :and 
back lands wel'e'SUlfiuient. (.:la., 232.) 

"Mr. MADISON. ladm1ti that th-e lmpostsw.ill:increa.se:mrtn the"pupula.tion 
.becomes so g:neat as to com .Pel us to .rnuur <toma;ml!actur.as. {..ld.,:238. J 

Mr. SPENrnm ofNorth 'Oa.roliua.. I'WUUld gtve -them the -power ot .laying 
imposts, and <I would gwe 'tbem the power to la.y ~a ·collect ex:c.i:ses. ~-con-
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fess that this is a kind of tax that I would with great reluctance agree to ex­
ercise. But it is obvious tnat, unless such excises were admitted, the public 
burden will all be borne by those parts of the community which do not 
manufacture fm· themselves. (3 Elliot, page 77.) 

Mr. Wilson of Pennsylvania: "The future collection of the duties and im­
posts will, in the opinion or some, supersede the necessity of having recourse 
to inte:mal t?.xation." (3Elliot, p 289. ) 

Mr. Wilson a,ga.in, on the same subjeet: It is not an important object to ex­
tend our manuiactures and our commerce." (I d. 282.) 

Mr. Martln, of Maryland, proposed in the convention for forming the Con­
stitution that requisitions should precede direct taxation. (4 Elliot, Yate's 
Mln., W.) 

Massachusetts convention ratified the Constitution, and proposed among 
other amendments that Congress do not 1 a.y direct taxes but when the moneys 
arising from the imposts and excise are insufficient for the public exigen­
cies. nor then until Congress shall have first made a requisition upon the 
St.ates. (4 Elliot, 210.) 

South Carolina: "The General Government of the United States ought 
never to impose direct taxes but where the moneys arising from the duties 
on impo3ts and excise are insufficient for the public exigencies. nor then 
until Congress shall have made requisition upon the States." (4 Elliot, 214.) 

New Ha.mrshire in nearly the same words. (I d.) 
New York nearlv the same. (ld., 218.) 
Rhoje Island: "No direct taxes without previous requisition, nor without 

t"he consent of three-fourths of the States." (I d., :P..5.) 
In the preamble of the act of the 22d July, 1789, the reason of that tarifi is 

alleged to be to •· pay debts and protect domestic manufactures." {1789, first 
session.) 

To complete a temporary system [of revenue] in time to embrace the spring 
importations, Mr. Madison presented a scheme of imposts which had been 
recommended by the former Congress and h!l.d already received the appro­
bation of a. majority of the States, to which he added a. proposition for a 
tonnage duty. Mr. Fitzsimmon~, of Pennsylvania, moved to enlarge the 
ca.talo61Je of speciflc duties to include thoseca~ culated to encourage the pro­
ductions of our owncouutry and protect our infant manufactures, and others 
tending to operJ.te as sumptuary restl'ictions upon articles of luxury. But 
though the propr iety seemed to be admitted, yet the time was thought insuf­
ficient for a permanent and exte:asive plan. (5 Marshall, 190.) 

Mr. Madison consented to subjoin the amendment proposed by Mr. F. and 
it was receiYed. But a d:Urerence of opinion arvse on filling the blanks as to 
pa1·tieular articles; and no inconsiderable degree of watchfulness was dis­
covered lest tho3e States which were more populous, and whose manufac­
tures were in greater progress, should lay protecting duties, wherety the 
industry of one part of the Union would be encouraged by premiums charged 
on the labor of another part. ld. 191. 

On the tonnage question, Mr. Madison supported the affirmative, that we 
ought to have vessels enough to answer all the purposes of our commerce, 
to form a school for seamen, and to lay the foundation of a navy; and if 
this were a burden on some parts of the Union they ought to bear it for the 
public good. I d. 192. 

You see. then, sir, after the Constitution was adopted and put in opera­
tion, what was the understanding or it by those who contributed to its for­
mation and a1option. The very first public gtmeral law, approved on the 
memorable 4th of July, 1789, bore upon the face of it its design to protect do­
mestic manufactures. If the Constitution has been violated the enormity 
wascom::nitted by its framers and adopters by the very first act which they 
did after their votes to support it, and thus, too, on the glorious anniversary 
of our independence. Its death wound was infticted at its birthday, wan­
tonly inllicted; there was no mistake, no plea. of ignorance to shelter them; 
the protection of manufactures stood in glaring capitals conspicuously on 
its front. And, strange to tell, that from that time down to 1824, though we 
had had protection upon protection, and-had experienced a partisan warfare 
in which the combatants ware violent and vindictive, and not overfastidious 
about theh· weapons, not a lisp was uttered of this usurpation, nor the least 
pretense of the unconstitutionality of a protective tariff. 

Sir, I put these historical facts against all the arguments made, or to be 
made, I care not bow ingenious, subtle, or powerful. Washington, Hamil­
ton, Madison, and a host of others, who made this same Constitution, could 
not have mist?.ken its design in this respect; and they either were right in 
the exercise of this power or willful and wicked usurpers. 

Sir, it is most certain that if revenue must be the chief objector an impost, 
it is excluded from every other pursuit, as well as the protection of manu­
factures. How, then, could the tonnage act be justified? How could the 
famous resolutions of Mr. Madison, of 1794, discriminating against nations 
having no commercial treaties with us be justified? Now let us see what 
have been the Executive op~on and practice on this subject. 

WASHINGTON'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

' ' The advancement of agriculture, commerce, and manufacture, by all 
proper means, will not, I trust, need recommendation. But I can not for­
bear intimating to you the expediency of giving e!!ectual encouragement, 
as well to the introduction of new and useful inventions from abroad as to 
the exertions and skill in producing them a.t home." 

Was this tor revenue? 
Mr. Jefierson's report of 23d of February, 1793, made pursuant to a resolu­

tion of the House of the 14th of February, 1791: 
'Where a nation imposes high duties on our productions, or prohibits 

them altogether. it may be proper for us to do the same by theirs, first bur­
dening or excluding those productions which they bringhereincompetition 
with our own of the same kind, imposing on them duties lower at first, but 
heavier and heavier afterwards, as other channels of supply open." 

Not for revenue, sur~ly. 
Message, November, 1804, he submits : 
"Whether the great interests of agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 

and navigation can within the pale of your constitutional powers be aided 
in any of their relations." 

Nothing of revenue in all this. 
Again, "An immediate prohibition of the exportation of arms and ammu-

nition is submitted to your consideration." 
Nor in this. 
Message of December, 1806: 
"Shall we suppress the impost and give that advantage to foreign over do­

mestic manufactures?'' This looks like protection. 
Mr. M.adison's message, December, 1810: 
"Although other objects will press more immediately on your deliberations 

a. portion of them can not but be well bestowed on the just and sound policy 
of securing to our manufactures the success they have attained, and are 
still attaining under the impulse of causes not permanent, and to our navi­
gation the fair extent of which it is at present abridged by the unequal 
regulation of foreign governments." This. too, is protection. 

In the clause of the Constitution which declared that Congress shall have 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes, the word " commerce" comprehends 
"navigation;" and a power to regulate navigation is as expressly granted 

as if that term had been added to the word "commerce." (Gibbons vs. Og­
den, 9 Wheat., 189-193.) 

Exceptions from a power mark its extent. (I d., 191.) 
The power to regulate commerce extends to every species of commercial 

intercourse between the United States ::md foreign nations, and amo-:1g the 
several States. (lb., 193). 

Like all other powers, His comi;Jlete in it-self, may be exercised to its ut­
most extent, and has no ot.her limitations than such as are prescribc-:1 it by 
the Constitution. (lb., 195.) 
It is the power to prescribe rules by which commerce is to be governed. 

It seems to imply in its nature full power over the thing to be regulated, and 
necessarily excludes ~he action of all others that would perform the same 
operations on the same thing. (lb., 209.) 

Sir, unlJss the United States have an ultimate, e!!ectual decision and de· 
termination of conflicts between State and Federal power, the Constit ution 
is a misnomer. A constitution of government and no power to govern with· 
out the coment of the co~st.ituent~ Legislative authority to make laws, to 
be executed only at theWIUofthoseon whom they are to operate? Ju .Ucia.ry 
and executive power, to be met and opposed with efi'ect by those fro!!l whom 
these powers emanated? A government containing in its const itut ion a 
revolutionary principle which can destroy it? And yet this dominated a 
government. Palpable absurdity. Yom· confederation was a 'per petual 
league," and its energies would be exerted upon the dil1erent members only 
by advice or actual force-war. The name and natm·e of this was changed 
and we have a Constitution conferring legislative, judiciary, and executive 
powers as absolute upon those mattern on which they are designed to act 
as such powers can be. 

I am aware that, at times, States have attempted to put on airs and setup 
their own against Federal opinions. But they have always been in the 
wrong and were compelled to retract. 

• * "' :} * • 0 

But, sir, agriculture has been specially protected. Of tbls I do not com­
plain; far from it. It is the first, the great interest-the foundation of all 
the rest. The earth is to us what the mother is to the child-our best nurse 
our dearest and kindest friend; and although she sometimes frowns on u3 
in her storms, her blasts, and her pestilence, yet. she a"'ain smiles in her 
gentle breezes, her refreshing showers, and genial sunshliies: and when we 
arrive at the evening of life and need repose, she kindly receives us to sleep 
in her bosom. But, metaphor aside, I would speak practically to practical 
men. And I aver that no nation ever did more for agriculture than the 
United States has done. Indeed, none ever had themeans. We commenced 
as the great landholder. The public lands were pledged to pay the public 
debt; but this was but a secondary consideration. The primary object was 
settlement, cultivation, wealth, strength-an extension of civilization and 
an augmentation of the means of happiness. 

Every facility given to the purchase of these lands was a premium on ag­
riculture. * * • It was bringing so much agricultural capital ii!to the 
market at a reduced price. lt, to be sure, diminished the value of this kind 
of capital already invested by overstocking the market, and it diminished 
the revenues of the capital by increasing the production. 

"' $ * • • • ~ 
It is said that the cotton-growers can nevermanut:wturetheraw material 

which they produce. It would seem strange that it is so; and one of the 
reasons given by the Senator from South Carolina i.s stranger still. It is 
this, that one of our enterprising Yankees erected a factory there, and a. 
negro burnt it down. It is not stated that he was governed by the anti­
tariff mania, nor what induced the incendiary to perpetrate the crime. But 
to make t~s case a good reason against the success of manufactures there, 
I suppose if the negro had burnt the owner's dwelling-house he ought to 
live out of doors, because houses would not succeed at all. 

This anecdote might lead to a train or thinking upon the subject or a cer­
tain class or population, which I choose to exclude; and, when the Senator 
is disposed to be merry at the expense of New England, and sneer at our 
"wooden ware and notions," instead of retorting, I will join in the laugh. 
It is true, our "wooden ware," our elegant cabinet work. not excell '3tl by any 
in the world, does not adorn the parlors, drawing-rooms, bedchambers, and 
even the churches, of the rich and the f<~.vored South. We are, in thls sense, 
your "hewers ot wood," if not your "drawers of water." But of one thing 
be assured, we do not intend to hew your wood or draw your water for noth­
ing. We intend to be paid, and well paid, for it. And, as to om· "notions," 
"I !Pless" that New England notions will bear comparison with any other 
notwns whatever. 

But, nevertheless, protection must be abandoned. It is "sectional and un­
equal"-" accursed, ruinous, fatal policy"-" a case of life and death" "Give 
us back the merchants bankrupted by our policy-the sailors, ships, farm­
ers, and, above all, harmony," and we consent to-what? Why, that every 
factory sh~ll be razed to its foundation! This, indeed, is very, very liberal; 
it looks quite like a compromise. Give me your food and raiment, and your 
money, too, and make me contented with it in the bargain; and, in considera­
tion thereof, I willronsent that you may go and starve. Sir, I have a small 
objection to the acceptance of this liberal o1Ier-a want of reciprocity. We 
have now our all, nearly, vested in manufactures, and the industry or the 
country is engaged in them. We have no knowledge of any rich nabobs 
nor of operators under taskmasters. These things may exist in the South: 
but they belong not to New England. · 

On the 2d of February, 1832, Mr. Clay contrasted the condition 
of the country during the period prior to the tariff of 182! and 
during the period which followed the act of 1824, in the follow­
ing graphic language: 

Eight years ago it was my painful duty to prasent to the other House of 
Congress an unexaggerated pictureor the general distJess pervading the 
whole land. We must all yet remember some of its frightful features. We 
all know that the people were then oppressed and borne down by an enor­
mous load of debt; that the value of property was at the lowest point or de­
pression; that ruinous sales and sacrifices were everywhere made of real 
estate; that stop laws and relief laws and paper money were adopted to save 
the people from impending destruction; that a deficit in the public revenue 
existed, whichcompelledGovernmenttoseizeupona.nd divert from its legit­
imate object the appropriation to the sinking rund to redeem the national 
debt; that our commerce and navigation were threatened with a complete 
paralysis. In short, sir, if I were to select a.ny term of seven years since the 
adoption of the present Constitution which exhibited a scene of the most 
widespread dismay and desolation, it would be exactly that term of seven 
years which immediately preceded the establishment of the ta.ritr of 1824. 

I have now to perform th.e more pleasing task of exhibiting an imperfect 
sketch of the eXIBting state or the unparalleled prosperity ot the country. 
On a general survey we behold cultivation extended. the arts flourishing, 
the face of the country improved, our people fully and profitably employed, 
and the public countenance exhibiting tranquillity, contentment, and happi· 
ness. And if we descend into particulars, we have the agreeable contem· 
plation of a people out of debt; land ri.sing slowly in value, but in a. securs 



/ 

1893. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. 337 
and salutary degree; a ready though not extravagant market for all the 
surplus productions of our indus try; innumerable flocks and herus browsing 
ana gambolling on ten thousand hills and plains covered with rich and ver­
dant grasses; our citie:; expanded and wnole villages springing up, as it 
were. by enchantment; our exports and imports increased and increasing; 
our tonnage, foreign and coastwise, swelling and fully occupied; the rivers 
of our interior animated by the perpetual thunder and lightning of count­
less steamboats; the currency sound and abundant; the public debt of two 
wars nearly redeemed; and, to crown all, the public treasury overflowing, 
embarrassing Congress, not to find subjects of taxation, but to select the 
objects which shall be liberated from the impost. ll the term of seven years 
were to be selected of the gteatest prosperity which this people have enjoyed 
since the establishment of their present Constitution, it would be exactly 
that period or seven years which immediatelY followed the passage of the 
tariff of 1824. 

This transformation of the con1ition of the country from gloom and dis­
tress to brightness and prosperity has been mainly the work of American 
legislation, fostering American industry, instead of allowing it to be con­
trolled by foreign legislation, cherishing foreign Industry. 'l'he foes of the 
American system, in 1824, with great boldness and confidence, predicted: 
First. The ruin of the public revenue, and the creation of a necessity to re­
sort to direct taxation. The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hayne], 
I believe. thought that the tarllr of 18..!4 would operate a reduction of revenue 
to the large amount of eight millions of dollars. Second. The destruction 
of our navigation. Third. The desolution of commercial cities. And fourth. 
The augmentation of the price of objects of consumption, and further decline 
in that of the articles of our exports. Every prediction which they made has 
failed-utterly failed. Instead ofthe ruin of the public revenue with which 
they then sought to deter us from the adoption of the American system, we 
are now threatened with its subversion, by the vast amount of the public 
revenue produced by that system. Every branch of our navigat ion has in­
creased. As to the desolation of our cities let us take, IWl an example, the 
condition of the largest and most commercial of all of them, the great North­
ern capital. 

• ¢ * • • * * 
Thus, sir, has this great system of protection been gradually built,stone 

upon stone, and step by step. from the 4th July, 1789, down to the present 
period. In every stage of its progress it has received the deliberate sanction 
of Congress. A vast majority of the people of the United States has ap­
proved, and continues to approve it. Every Chief Magistrate of the United 
States, from Wa.shington to the present, in some form or other, has given 
to it tne authority of his name; and, however, the opinions o! the existing 
President are interpreted south of Mason and Dixon's line, on the north 
they are, at least, understood to favor the establishment of a. judicious tariff. 

The question, therefore, which we are now called upon to determine is not 
whether we shall establish a new and doubtful system of policy, just pro­
posed and for the first time presented to our consideration; but whether we 
shall break down and destroy a long-established system, patiently and care­
fully built up and sanctioned, during a series of years, again and again, by 
the nation and its highest and most revered authorities. And are we not 
bound deliberately to consider whether we can proceed t-o this work of de­
struction without a violation of the public faith? The people of the United 
StatE}S have justly supposed that the :policy of protecting their industry 
against foreign legislation and foreign mdustry was fully settled, not by a 
single act, but by repeated and deliberate acts of Government, performed at 
distant and frequent intervals. In full confidence that the policy was firmly 
and unchangeably fixed, thousands upon thousands have invested theh·cap­
ital. purchased a vast amount of real and other estate, made permanent es­
tablishments, and accommodated their industry. · <Jan we expose to utter 
and irretrievable ruin this countless multitude without justly incurring the 
re:proach of violating the national faith? 

Senator Ewing, of Ohio, in the course of a speech in the Sen­
ate, on the 17th day of February, 1832, describing the effect of 
the tariff of 1824 on the farming interest, said: 

The state of things which I have dwelt upon somewhat at large was that 
of our whole country in 1823-'24, It was in the situation of the farmer, with 
his ten boys, who could find employment but for eight; and such. more espe­
cially, was the situation of the Middle and Western States. The low state to 
which our farming interest was reduced, the low price to which our fine 
lands .and the proaucts of lands had sunk, produced unexampled pecuniarv 
distress, and called aloud for relief. Our statesmen were not slow in discov­
ering the cause of the evil and in applying the remedy; hence their united 
support of the tantr of 1824--the merit of which I claim for them-for the 
Middle and Western States; and will not agree that it shall be transferred, 
as a subject of either praise or blame, to New England. · 
r The effects anticipated from the tariff were such as have, in fact, followed 
it; and which, it is fa.ir to say, resulted from it. Men and capital were 
transferred from agriculture to manufactures. In those sections of the 
Union, as New Engla.nd, in which the land is poor and unproductive, and 
which abounds in capital, and is thickly peopled, their manufactures, 
which had once been pro!)tra.ted by a ruinous competition, revived, and 
new ones were, to a vast extent, established. The competition of their 
labor and their capital was withdrawn from the farming interest, and that 
section of the Union, instead of contributing her mite, as before, to crowd 
and glut the market of the large Atlantic cities, with the products of agri­
culture, herself thereafter furnished the best and most certain market for 
the rich products of the West. 

Senator Dallas ofPennsylvaniaconcluded a speech in the Sen-
ate February 29,1832, as follows: · · 

U there be any-certainly there are none upon this floor-who seek to dis­
tract the peace and dissolve the bonds of our federative Government, who 
would put at hazard, in pursuit of temporary projects. or to indulge ambi­
tious aspirants, the repose and institutions of the Republic, who contem­
plate change and revolution, I beseech such men to extend their forecast­
mg vision inro the future, and to confront posterity. Let them be warned 
by anticipating the judgment or that tribunal. The excitements of the day 
may be gratified; they may delude themselves into the belief that they are 
laboring to Vindicate the Constitution, or to uphold the principles of human 
liberty, but if they recklessly involve the American people in the horrors, 
uncertainties, and fatal consequences ot civil war, and ot violent disruption 
they must be content to receive, as a merited reward, an immortality of 
detestation. , 

Their party and paltry pretexts will be forgotten; their refined discrimi­
nation in theory, and their high-wrought Cleclamation will be forgotten· 
even their virtuous passions will cease to extenuate their offense; and ali 
posterity, struggling in vain to recombine th£> elements, and to rebuild the 
edifice of our great and glorious and happy Confederacy-amid the desola­
tion of perpetual confilcts, and in the darkness or sectional bondage-will 
doom them to loud, deep, and everlasting execration. Let no man, sir, seek 
elevation or renown at the price of the National Union and tranquility. He 
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will never find it. Failing, he must rank, during life, among the few out­
casts whom we have yet engendered; and if he achieve his country's ruin, 
when dead, the burning lava of universal hatred will roll hissing over his 
grave; and, though like ''the aspiring youth who fired the Ephesian dome" 
he should acquire fame, it will be the fame of bitter and boun<iless abhor-
rence. "" 

Mr. Crawfordof Pennsylvania, in theHouse May29, 1832, said: 
Our countrymen had, what is always found in company with character and 

honor, firm hearts, determined to rddeem their situation, and conform, as 
far as might be, their qabits and pur::~uit.s to their new condition. Bringing 
to their eliorts economy and indru;try, it is to this much abused system that 
we are mainly indebted for a prosperity that has realized the dreams of the 
visiona1·y, and overgone the calculations of the most sanguine. It is impos­
sible to look upon the picture which the country north, east, and west, and 
a portion of that south of us, presents for the gratification of the mental eye, 
without shrinking from the idea that so much competency, and comfort, and 
happiness are to be destroyed, that the fountains of so mlJCh of all that is 
desirable are to be dried up, which only require to be kept open to fUrnish a 
stream of abundance and independence or useful occupation, and an adequate 
reward for it, which are the element.s of individual ami collective felicity. 

Mr. Appleton of Massachusetts, in the House, May 30, 18~2, 
sai.d: 
It must be apparent, Mr. Chairman, t.hat the question of the tariff, as con­

nected with the bill on your table, and the accompanying report of the Com· 
mittee on Ways and Means, so eloquently explained and enforced by the 
honorable gentleman from Soy.th Carolina, the chairman of that committee, 
assumes a character altogetlier new in this House. It is not a question of 
the general expediency of a system of protection to domestic manufactures; 
it is not a. question of modification or improvement of the tariii; it presents 
the naked question, whether a system of protection, founded on impost du· 
ties is atwarwiththeeternalprinciples of justice, and should consequently 
be abandoned i' * * * , 

Under these circumstances, let me ask is South Carolina prepared to 
abandon the Union, and meet the horrors of a civil war, on the st1:ength of 
the theory of the gentleman from South Carolina, for a. nonenity-a mere 
abstraction-a figment of the brain? I am aware the excitement of South 
Carolina is no mockery. I agree with the gentleman that it is not the spirit 
of vaporing; but I believe it, to use his own works, "an arrant delusion, as 
antisocial as it is unjust." A fearful responsibility rests somewhere I 

As to the honorable gentleman from South Carolina himself, it were little 
to say he is sincere: he is even beyond enthusiasm. I can attribute to him 
on this subject nothing short of downright fanaticism. I apply this word 
in the conviction of its truth, and in the spirit or charity. Who can have 
attended to the spirit of his whole address, without perceiving that his own 
mind is made up? Who can have noticed the kindling of his manner when 
he spoke of ''glmioru; rebellion;" his picture of the prosperity of South Car­
olina in a state of separation; of the glorious harvest which free trade would 
furnish her; and not perceive that nothing short of the influence of fanati­
cism could have so wrought upon him, unless one could att;ribute to him 
the tmholier motive of a. criminal ambition? 

South Carolina prosperous, separated from the Union! Her population 
doubled in ten years! What but infatuation can think so? Whatwillfree 
trade do for her? All the ports of the United States are as free now a.s they. 
can be for foreign trade. Every article of foreign merchandise can be bought 
and sold in them for exporr.ation, free of duty. In the language of the gen­
tleman himself, I say to him, it is time to pause. For Heaven's sake pause! 

Mr. Davis of Massachusetts, in the House, on the 6th of June, 
1832, made a speech, which is valuable for its recital of the 
causes which brought about protective legislation, as well as an 
argument against the doctrine of secession. He said: 

I must beg leave, if the committee will bear with me, to draw theh· atten­
tion to things forgotten, to go back into matters of history connected with 
the policy of this Government. It has been said, history is philosophy 
teaching by example. Whatever may be thought of this as an aphorism, it 
is unquestionably true that e;J>eriment is better than theory, and that our 
~~~edge is greatly improve by the lessons of wisdom which lie in past 

Whoever will examine our colonial history will not fall to learn that one 
of the great causes of discontent among the colonists and of complaint 
against the mother country was that she fettered the industry of the colo­
nies. A distinguished statesman said, America shall not manufacture a 
hobnail. -

So jealous was England of her own interests, so watchful of the prosperity 
of her manufactures, that she was unwilling we should shoe a horse without 
driVing the n~ilsforged by her labor. She lived up to this policy; compelled 
us to trade Wlth her; boasted that we took her surplus goods, the orts and 
ends of her manufactures, such as no other people would buy; and that the 
trade great.ly em·iched her. This was all true; but it made our fathers al­
most as poor as the aborigines whom they had displaced. This unequal 
condition could not exist, and it by and by created discontent, which brought 
on the Revolution; the colonies were severed from the parent country, and 
the people of these States supposed themselves to be independent. They 
looked upon themselves as detached from Great Britain, and all ot&er gov­
ernments acknowledged them to be so, and such was the fact d.ejure, but de 
facto they were still miserably dependent. and continued so until th.ay ex­
tricated themselves in the manner I shall point out. 

The war terminated in 1783, and the country, by its great efforts, sacrl· 
fices, and privations, was naked and destitute. Th.is being well known, 
peace was scarcely ratified berore Great Britain emptied her warehouses of 
g0ods and poured them into this country. They were everywhere sold and 
the people everywhere became indebted, under the expectation that the prod­
uce of the land would pay. But in this they were deceived; for Great Brit­
ain then pursued the same policy as now; she would buy nothing she could 
produce. Corn, wheat, beef, pork, butter, and cheese were shut out of her 
markets by high duties; and the consequence was that a scene of desolation 
and distress ensued which beggars description. The pressure of private 
and public debt became so grievous as to be intolerable. The people could 
not ext1·icate themselves from the meshes in which foreign countries had 
entangled them by regulating trade, while this country had no power to 
countervail such regulations. Their cattle, their farms, the whole fruits of 
a laborious and economical life, were swept away under judicial process to 
pay trifling debts, because, as labor had no value, property had next to none. 

This was borne as long as a brave, resolute, and patient people could en­
dure it; but when there seemed no alternativeJ.eft but imprisonment for 
debt and starvation, they were wrought into ma.dness, and began to inquire 
whether this was the fruit of the liberty they had achieved; and in this 
scene of discontent and dismay, that last and fearful remedy, rebellion, fol­
lowed in one or the States at least. The people, in their despondence, of­
fered open resistance to the courts, because executions came !rom that 
source: and they sought to overcome the process by which their property 
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was swept away, because they were unable to reach the real cause, and ap­
ply an etncient remejy Lo the real evil. It was soon seen that this violence 
and bloodshed endangered the liberties of the people, while it brought no 
relleftrom em barra.ssments. It was plain that debts could not be paid with­
o\11 the truit of labor could be turned into money. It was equally plain 
that foreign countries had, by their regulations o! trade, taken it out of our 
hands, and imposed such onerous conditions in !avo! of t!leir o~ labor 
that we could not live under them. We hadnoregula.tions.; 1t was, m every 
sense of the expression, a period or free trade such as is now earnestly 
sought for; and yet it was a period or dismay and distress such as had never 
been witnessed in this-country. _ . . 

How does this contrast w-ith the. picture of happmess which the glowmg 
imaginations of the advocates or free tra.d~ :1n this House _have described? 
Can we learn no wisdom from the calalllities o! that perwd. Or are we 
anxious for a repetition of those scenes of bankruptcy and ruin? . 

But let us see what the statesmen of that day thought and did to extncate 
themselves from the fatal embarrassments which beset them. They compre­
hended the cause or disaster; they saw that while they had no po~to make 
general salutary regulations of foreign trade, other nations availed them­
selves of that circumstance to make regulations in favor of themselves, both 
opp1·es.:dve anu unjust toward ~he people ?f t?-is country . . They saw that 
such a state of things was eqmvalent to ytelding to other powers the sole 
authority to legislate in mattdrs of trade, and binding thems~lves to abide 
the provisions of such laws however injm·ious. They s:~ow 1t diftm·ed but 
little from a state of colonial oondage, for Great Britain had at ~mce so ar­
ranged thematt.rr that she toQk more than a.ll the~rofl.ts of ~encan labor. 

The remedy for this evil wasobvious .. Theseselfi!>hregulatlo~couldonly 
be-controlled by countervailing regulat10~, securmg ~o our oittzens b_ene­
fits and advantages which would be an eqmvalent. 'l'his was the only rem· 
edy which could extricate the people from the net in which t~e:Y were en­
tangled; the only mode by which they could be relieve~ fi'<?mBr~tlSh monop­
oly; for the right of foreign countries to make and mamtam their laws could 
not be denied. Great exertions were there.tore made to arrange a system of 
counteracting measures. The ld confed~ration was, however, !!. mere 
league entered into by the States for belligerent purposes, and wasmnore­
spect adapted to the relations of pe!l.ce. It ::onferred no power to regulate 
t~:ade with toreigli countries or an1ong the States. The consequence was 
tha-t these mat tiel's were left to be managed by the several Sr.ates, and some 
levied duties and made regulations or oneJrlnd, some o! another., and some 
madenone. . 

This state of i;.hings was intolerable, and to obta.in a system more effi.e1ent 
and benellcial, application was made by Congress~ the States for a granr, 
of power for this purpose by the Legi~latnres, but lt· wa,s withheld by some 
and granted. by-others, with qualifications so variant a~d con~ctin~ that it 
could. not bs exercised. Though the exertions to attam to this ObJect had 
been great and powerful, yet the failure was so comp~ete that !Lll hol?6 of suc­
cess in that way-was abandoned, and the-most Wise and sagacious statesmen 
began to look to a constitution forming a general government with l~rger 
powers. as the only remedy which. could restore ha~ony and prosperity to 
a people poor and weary with contention. A propositiOn was made for a con­
venti-on for that purpose. I twas held, and the instrument which now forms 
the basis ·o:tthis- G.overnment was framed, and having been sent to the peo­
ple was ratified, and went into effect in 1789. 

I now ask the attention otthe committee to the doings of the first ~ongr~ss. 
It met, and many o! the members had been members of the convent1on which 
framed the Constitution. The first act passed. after pro~ding for oaths of 
omcers. had. a twofol!iobject: first. to restore public credit; and, -second! to 
encoura~e Amel"l.can industry. And, lest there should be misapprehensiOn 
as to thlS the purposes or the act. are distinctly set forth in the preamble. 
Can a.nyoU:e pass these facts through his mind, and. find a. lingering_ do':lbt as 
to the objects of forming this Government? Cananyonereview this history 
and. then af'Hrm that the principal object in givin6a power in the Constitu­
tion to regul~te trade was not to countervail foreign reg~lation~ and to aid 
American labor? But. sir, it is not my purpose to enter mto a discussion of 
tbe constitutional power. I have spoken of that on a former occasion, and 
my1JU.i'pose now has been to glance only at the historical facts, for they 
need no argument to aid them. 

What, permit me to ask, was the result of this wise policy? ~can not do 
more ample justice to it than by quoting-the lan~age o~ a. distinguish~d 
ftiend at~ pubJic festival-" the dead corpse of public creditsprangupon Its 
feet. " The eilecton business w~severywhere instantaneuus and equa.py sur­
prising. There was no interim between a ~tate of de~p, sullen depressw~and 
one or vigorous, laughing prosperity. This act: wl:llch_laid the found_ationof 
the great American policy, infused the vital prm~1plemto thedroopm15, dis­
heartened spirits or all laborers. It restored a discontented communny to 
tranquillity, and caused peace and happiness to pervade this widespread 
country· and fr.om that day to this no people on earth have been blesst-d 
with such continued and eminent prosperity. Irthere be any parallel it has 
escaped my reading and my observation. What. a contrast between free 
trade and the American policy I But tCJunderstand the wond~rful VIgor and 
power of industry when cherished and protected in its pursmts, let us fol-
lowthis historical inquiry a little further. . 

The Constitution went into operation under all the load of RevolutiOnary 
debt which had been discharged; and the expenses of another war, amount­
ing-probably to $150.0VO.OOU, have been defrayed. This protect~g act, and 
those which followed by strong duties, threw the who_le navigatmg inter~st 
into our hands; we made and sailed our own vessel~; 1t excluded all fo.r~ngn 
ves els from the coasting trade; restored tne fisher1es-to a better conditiOn; 
did much for the mechanic arts and many kinds of manufactur~s; ~d re­
stored_ the w no1e country to such a vigorous state of healthful ~ct10n, giving 
to all employment and good wages, that the people of no natwn have been 
so well fed, clothed, lodged, and felt so little of public burdens !iS the people 
of the United States; and now, sir, we have an-ived at a period when the 
last remnant of public burden is about to oe removed under the silent and 
easy operation of thissy tem of public policy, wni.ch has be~n attended with 
such wonderful success tha.t it seems almost to work by mrraculous power. 

Sir is not this a fit sea on for joy, formutualcongratulati'?ns, for th~out-­
pourina- of thankful hearts, for gratitude to Heaven for blessmg with signal 
success"' the efforts oft.b.eGovern.menttomakea. free. happy, enligh~ened peo­
ple? And ye1<, what are we talking about? With t!11:1se au~picious results 
before them, gentlemen are questioning the perpetmty of this Gove~nm~nt; 
they endeavor to weaken our contidence in it; they talk boldly of di~upwn. 
What ingrat-Itude! What disregard of the blessings of Heaven! It 1s th~ 
last topic whlcl:L should tlnd a place in the patriotic heart. It is a. baleful 
deadly poison dashed into our cup which is ove1'1lowing with joy. :::;ir, I 
have not the power to express the sentiments which fill my mind. I can not 
give utterance to my surprise (and gentlemen will pardon me when I ~ay 
my incredulity) when I hear them. at a crisis like this, t<~>lk of the oppr~s~10n 
of this Government. I entreat them to escape tor a while from therr own 
gloomy reflections. to contemplate t~e unparalleled success of_this Govern­
ment: to behold the prosperity, the JOY, the comfort, the happmess, it has 
everywhere di1f'llsed. 

1thas not it is true. created kings or princes; it has falled, indeed, to sat­
isfYJthe gr~ping hopes o.t the ambitious; but it has not failed o! the object­
tor Wlilch it was created: it has made a more enlightened, happy people than 

any other system of polity. I lament that the fervor, the glowing ardor, the 
un-tiring zeal, the eloquence, which 1 witness on this floor, is no better em­
ployed than in rousing ~uspicions and weakening public confidence in the 
free institutions ofthe-country. Ilament that it should be thought a griev­
ous cause of complaint that a majority rules, and that a minority should be 
considered a more safe fiduciary of power than a majority. 

'l'hese doctrines seem to unsettle the very principles upon which a. repub­
lican government rests. And while I lament this perversion of reasoning, 
and that doctrines full of the evil spirit of re-volution find even able advo­
cates, I feel grie-ved tha.t a rancorous and bitter spirit of hostility exists 
toward the free laborers of this country, for they constitute both the 
physical and moral strength of the nation; and you can not, sir, depress or 
injure them without giving the country a shock that will be felt at its re­
motest bor<ters. 

* * ~ $ ~ * * 
I desire the attention o! the comm1tteeuponthis subject, in its connection 

with the public policy of this Government. It involves momentous con­
siderations, on wnich hang the destinies of our free institutions. The labor 
of the United l:ltates is dinded into two kinds, free and slave. The latter is 
not labor, in the strict sense in which we employ the term, but the operar.ion 
of capital, the same as we ee it in horses and oxen. Slaves work not for 
themselves, and have nothing to hope or expect beyond the coarsest of food 
and clothing, and a hovel for a shelter. How widely different the objects of 
a freeman! He labo for himself and he aspires to objects beyond physical 
want. He aims at something higher than food,. raiment, and lodging. He 
lifts his hopes to those moral and intellectual attainments which qualify 
him to become a free, enlightened, indepa rdent citizen. capable of appre­
ciating th~ value of a republican government, and maintaining it by a dis­
creet exercise o! the elective fraill'hise, Every voter is identitied with and 
constitutes a portion or this. Government; and nothing is more certain than 
that it willfall when the voter-; become too poor to eluca.te their families­
too poor to be enlightened themselves-too poor. and debased to care whether 
they are freemen or slaves. _ . 

Sir, the laborer in this country-he who has no capital sav~ the hands 
which God has given him-easily secures to himself al1 these inestimable 
blessings. Industry, economy, intelligence, and a fair fame, make him a 
pillar in society and a tower of strength to his Government. It is the earn­
ings of labor which enable him to accompli<>h this. But iL you om·ta.i 
wages you le.sen his means to become a useful citizen, and t.his course may 
be pursued until wages are as low a they are in Ireland; and then we shall 
have a people Iili:e the wretched potato population of that country. If the 
labore-r is obliged to retrench expense because you reduce hi pa.y, he will 
first spare his moral comforts, because physical wants are more urgent than 
moral. His family will cease to be educated, schools and churches will be 
diminished, and we may then look for that vice and profligacy which the en­
emies of manufactures and the mechanic arts have hitherto searched for in 
vain. Sir, I hope never to see the day when this Government shall be so un­
wise as to tear away the foundations on which it rests; when this nation 
shall disregard its peace and happiness by trafficking away its great moral 
power in an experiment upon England, to see if sht-can not bema.de topur­
cha.~e a few bags more of cotton, and to sell us calicoes a cent or two in the 
yard cheaper. -

Sir, let us not, in such a rash and foolish experiment, to gratify th~ insati­
able avarice of tbe greedy planters. barter away the most precious of God's 
gifts-that lofty, manly spirit of independence which swells the bosom of 
the free, enlightened laborer. Let his heart continue to be filled witl:Lgra.ti­
tude that he can safely depend oD. his own hands to supply the means ot ·ob­
taining the moral and physical comforts of life. Such a laborer leatlS not 
on the rich for bread, nor does he look to the poorhouse as his ultimate 
home, but carries forth to his daily toil a proud consciousness that he can 
depend safely on h.i&own hands; that the dependence between him and the 
rich is mutual, and as necessary to the one as to the other. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, in the House, June 11, 1832, said: 
Mr. Chairm~~tn, that the nrotective policy has contributed very much to the 

present pro::>perous and li.appy condition of this country, seems to me to 
scarcely admit of doubt. The honorable member from South Carolina [Mr. 
Mitchell) has inquired, "When wasitnotprosperous?" Sir, I think it was 
not prosperous during the period which intervened. between the termination 
or the late war and the protective act of 1824:. In that interval, as tbe gentle­
man himself declared. all the manufacturing interest which, under the in· 
fiuence of stern necessity, had grown up during the war was prostrated. 
Our navigation went abroad as before, but only to meet rivals where it had 
been accustomed t.o find employers. 

The plains of Europe, which f01· a quarter of a century had been furrowed 
only by the massy wheels or artillery, now opened their bosolllS to the im­
plements of husbandry, and the sickle reaped its treasures where, for that 
lon"' period, the falchion and the bayonet only had garnered in their dread­
ful ''harvests. Our agriculturists sent their productions abroad, but only 
to find producers where they had formerly found consumers. The conse­
quence of this stat-e of affairs everybody remembers. Commerce and avi­
gation languished; manufactures were destl·oyed; agriculture was at its 
lowest depression: wages low; labor unemployed; real estate, farms, sacri­
ficed; bankruptcy. dismay, and desolation spre3:ding over the land. 

This, sir, was not certainly a prosperous periOd. Now, all is reversed; 
labor is sure of employment and of remunerattngwages. Agriculturetinds 
a market-and good prices; commerctl and navillation are.s~adily adv~nc­
ing. and in a grea-r. degree prosperous. Populati<?n is rapidly m~tiplymg. 
Towns and villa~es are springing up on the margms of all our rivers and 
strean1s, and in the interior or the country, and ~eat public improvemtmts, 
connecting the whole country together, are rapidly constructing. The con­
dition of the peonle is wonderfully improved. The means of educa.tion are 
enjoyed and impi·oved by the children of those who in their day had none. 
The physical and moral energies of the whole country are exerted to make 
it a. great, and wealthy:, and happy nation. Su:-ely no man can look abroad 
over this land without beholding everywhere the signs ot visible improve-
ment of great succe s, of extended prosperity. · The honorable gentleman from Tennessee _[Mr. Belll _has said that these 
were "vulgal' evidences" of national prosper1ty. He dla not inform us what 
at·e to be considered as refined proofs. Be they "vulgar" or not, no man 
can mistake them. They are palpable to the senses, We see them; we feel 
them; we hear them. and we can not mistake them. The gentleman very 
correctly remarks that we should not look at individuals, or particular 
towns or districts or States asevidenceofthegeneral prosperity, but should 
cast om eyes over' the whole Union to ob erve the welfare of the whole. This 
is unquestionably the duty of every statesman. But, sir, national wealth 
and prosperity are only the aggreorate of individual wealth and prosperity. 
Where these are generally d1.1rLised and e:xtenslvely enjoyed. it 1B not a very 
"vulgaT" evidence of public prosperity-<>f'natioual strength. * * * 

Mr. Doubleday, of New York, in the House, June 11, 1832, 
said: 

Icome, then, Mi·. Speaker, to the conclusion that the Federal Constitution 
is a compact between the ditJerent States or this Union, as sovereign States; 

. 
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th.:it as no common arbiter has been appointed, each State, in the exercise 
of its inherent sovereignty, has a right to jud_ge for itsel1 of the hl!ractions 
of the Constitution and of the mode a.nd measure of" redress and conse­
quently the right to resist or defend itself agai:n&t unconstitubional and ar­
bitrary power by the Federal Government or- any of its departments; that 
this right is to be exercised under the deep and solemn responsibility of pro­
ducing disunion or civil war; that when a State bas determined to resist. 
the measures of the Federal Government. whether it be a law of Congress or 
a decision of the ~up~eme Court, the Federa.t Government, i1' it resolves to 
enforce its measures. acts under the sam& deep responsibility, in which the. 
people of the other States wil-l participate unle~ they instruct their agents 
(their Representatives here) to repeal or desist from the prosecuti-on of the 
obnoxious measures; and finally, that-if the State assuming this attitude 
will not yield, ani! the Federal Government persists, there must either be a 
dissolution of the Union or an appeal totihesword. OurreUancethatwesh.:l.ll 
never be reduced to this extremity is on a rigid adhelience to the Censtitu­
tion and that{ spirit of conciliation and concession in which the-Constitution 
was formed. 

Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania, in the House, June 12,1832, said: 
The true question, notwithstanding all that has.been said and although it 

has been called "a delusion," is, shall we prefer the. productions of fore:i:gn 
labor and foreign countries to the productions of our own citizens and of 
our own coun~ry? S nail we p rotect and roster the i ndustry of our own cit­
izens, or shall we permit it to be. destroyed by an unequal and unfair com­
petition with foreigners? In the proportion that foreigners throw into om· 
market their productions, in the same propo1·tion is the. industry of our 
counury impaired and the laboring class deprived of the means. of subsist­
ence: and foreign labor tail:es the- place ot our own. I1 the foreign manu­
factures glut-OUT' market with their manufactures-we becolllil: the principal 
su.Jrerers. How to protect OUl'selves, how to protect the industry of our own 
citizens. and encourage labor, _how to rescue us. from a dependence upon 
foreigners, is the gr.ea.t object of th& American system and the true founda­
tion of the- wealth o1' the nation. 

We all agree that labor, workmanship, is wealth. Nations are made of 
individuals; national wealth is ma.de up or indi.viduallabor and workman­
ship; diminish labor, throw it out of employment, and you diminish na­
tional wealth. I1 you substitute foreign labor for our own, you increase 
foreign wealth at th.eexpense of our own nation. Throw ten. or twenty thou­
sand laborer-s out of employment bY' introducing the "produce o! Ioreign 
laborers ana you inflict a serioue. injury upon tile, country. and confer a. 
corresponding benefit upon the forei!;pl country. That community is always 
tbe most prosperous in which the1•e 1s full employment of labor. Those are 
wise- measure of a government which add to the means of employing in­
dustry, a.nd equally wise are those which tend to prese1·ve or p1.·otect the 
productive- indtl$try of the country from the injurious operation of foreign 
regulations, from ruinous and unequal contest with foreign industry, and 
from a d.espera.te com'petition with foreign bankrupts or foreign pauper 
labor in our own market. Such a policy is wise,. it is dictated by sound sense, 
by th& universal principle of. self-preservation, and is pursued by everyintel­
ligent nat.ion. 

Labor must find something to, operate upon; it is in the power~ a.nd it is 
the duty or a. wise government to aid in giving such a direction to labor as 
shall best promote the interests or the country:; and those interestS' are best 
promoted when the labor of the citizens is judiciously employed upon the 
resources of the country. Strictly speaking. it may be said that the basis 
ot 'tb.e wealth and power- of a nation consists in its internal resources, phys­
ical, moral, and intellectual; these mutually aid each other. Physical re­
sources call tor,invite the exerciseot and furnish employment_ to; the in tel· 
lectual and moral energies of a people intrusted with them. 'l'hese intel­
lectual and moral en"rgies are stimulated to devise new modes and facili­
ties for judiciously and most a{}vanta.geously developin-:; the physical re­
sources, so that the nation shall dJlrive from them in the fullest manner all 
the benefits which they are calculated to conf-er. Unless the- nation avails 
itself of these resources the possession of them is ol no account. * * * * 

Mr. Choate of Massachusetts, in the House'" Juue- 13, 1832, 
said: ... 

Upon the-whole, sir, I submit that it has not been ascertained since 1824 or 
1828, that no further protection is necessary, nor that the proposed degree 
of reduced pro~ection is all which is necessary. 

Well, sir, h.as iti been ascertained that protection is unavailing and inex­
l')edlent, it beingnow discovered to be impossible to introduce domestic manu­
factures bysu_eh means at all, or at least without great and disproportionate­
eJr-pense? Let it be premised that it is only four years since the system was. 
consummated. Even if you date back from 182!, it is quite too short a time 
to develop the fair ~Wtion of a complex policy like this, He is a bold sta.tes­
man. and that i;; a bold party and a. bold Administration, which will say that 
the result of such an experiment has demonstrated that this kind or indus­
try can not be engra fted upon the stock or the masculine morality, ener­
getic habits. the ~kill, perseverance, aud frugality of this people. However 
the system had operated. nobody could say it had failed on a fair trial a.nd 
therefore should be abandoned, · 

But I go further. l ask every member of this committee, if even the brief 
and in some respects unfavorable experiment which has been made does not 
prove conclusively that this seed is sown on good ground, and that,' although 
it is yet but in the blade and the green ear,it wills J.oot higher and br~ forth 
of full corn in the ear a huu<lred fold. You have not overrated the capaCities of 
your country nor erred in your vision or her greatness. We see fal' enough 
to know that whatever of wealth, power, enjoym~mt, and aggrandizemen.t 
a diversified, preserving, rewarded, intellectual industry will bestow upon a 
nation is a.lrea.dy within our-grasp. We see far enough to know that the 
same great power of the social world which rea.l."ed and which upholds the 
strong columrrs.of England's ocean throne will carry us up also to the sa.me 
dazzling elevation, and cover us over, in the fulness. of time, with the same 
brightness of glory. Sic tibi etiam itur ad astrl·a. 
~ntlemen say, however, that they admit you eahintroduce a.nd establish 

manufactures by a protective policy, but it will cost too much. The price 
paid by the consumer;; or th& country is too high. a.nd the remuneration 
which we anticipate is too remote and too inadequate. Sir, this does not 
come to th&point. You expected it would cost somethi:ngthus-to introduce 
manufactures when you adopted this policy. You expected a temporary en­
hancement of prices to the consumers, and you look forward to a great ul­
timata national compensation. overbalancing this sacrifice, ·• casting your 
bread upon the waters to receive it again after many days." 

The true question is this-: Has it been proved, by the experiment of· these 
eight years, that iti. Will cost more than you expected to establish manufac­
tures by a protective policy:? Do prices stand higller, or is domestic compe­
tition less enterpiising and suceesstul. or have manufactures thriven mor~ 
feebly than you anticipated, render-in_e; it probable that yon will be !arced to 
give. not too much for the whistle, but more than you meant to give. Sir­
the reverse of all thi;; has happened. The friends and foes of the system 
have alike beendisa.ppointed by its splendid and q u1cksucces~;. Prices have 
f a.llem trom some cause, competition is crowded and. bol!l. a.nd m.a.n_uta.c-

tm·es have multiplied themselves, if it so pleases the gentleman from Ten­
n~see. '·beyond th.e dreams of avarice" or ol enthusiasm. 

Has th~ experiment proved that the successful introd.uction ot manufac· 
tures-, by aid of this kind of legislation, works out in anyway an overbalance 
of national injury? Does it operate todiminisb.reveuuaor to.depress.txade, 
navigation. commerce, and a~icultura, and the wa~es of labor? Do the 
great cities wither under· th' s curse? Does the country witheF nnder it? 
Does it begin to develop.an.tirepublica.n a.nd aristocratieal influences in our. 
society? No, siT. The gent~eman from 'l'ennessee himseLf admi,t:s that the­
eye of man never repost::d upon a more soothing spectacle of general enjoy­
ment and prosperity than that which this wholejand-excepting only what 
I do not except. the. :::;outhern region ot misery-this moment preSents. 
"Thrice happy. if we but knew our happiness." 

Will it b~ said, however, that public sentiment has at length deelared 
against the SYBtem, and that this is ::\new fact, relieving you of your pledge­
and requhin~ you to retrace your steps? Sir, it should be borne in mind 
that the G(>vernmentse.ttled this policy against a very divided public opinion. 
and therefore the continuance of such a divided opinion ougbt to be cau­
tiously received, as a reason for receding from it. I do not knO-w that in 
1824. the weight of opinion was .not against the pl!Otecting tariff. The literary 
press or this country and or England. the professed and perhaps. ~ere 
sentiments of British statesmen given out in Parliament about that time, 
the whol.A navigatillg and comme-reial interests1 the uniteti East and Soutih, 
some of the first abilities of the day in Congres3, .encountered by g_rea.t abil­
ities, it is true, on the ot.her side; these- were· against it, and yet it was 
adopted. 

Was anybody so we::1.k as to suppose that a trial of eight-years would con­
vert all thi& body of opposition over to the ta.riff? Can y:ou, th&n, hon.orably· 
urge this anticipated- continuance of hostility, supposing it were rmdimin­
ished. as. a-reason for giving up a system. witl:l whieh so many iuterest.s have 
since been intertwined, and which you adopted in defiance of that hostility? 
But, sir, that is not all. Every candid man who hears me will admit that 
public sentiment is more favorable to the preservation of the tariff than. it 
was to its pass-age. The press, the blections, the voice of theN orthem States, 
Maryland. of East Tennessee-everything proves it. * * * 

Mr. Burges oi Rhoda Island (in the House" June lo, 1832j took 
the floor. 

He commenced by saying that government and laws were established tn aid _ 
of human labor, and that these aids were given to labor that, by its opera­
tions, human wants might be supplied and the condition of the human. race 
improved9 Not onl:y-la:ws and government. he said;, but institutions f-or de­
fense, for health, and for instruction. as well as machinery and land,. were 
all iustruments in the hand of labor; and all men, whether employed in fur­
nishing or in using all these, we1'6 alike workingmen. fellow-laborers to-­
gether in the great field of national toll, where every man is interested- and 
each one expects to be a sharer in the harvest, whether abundant or scanty. 
of national production. They all labor, not merely that they may accumu­
late, but that they may consume; not by avarice to st-ore up, but>, by the 
blessing 0! God, to enjoy the fruits ottheir labOl'. 

• * • :;: * :II $ 

We are told by the sages of South Carolina, or at least by one or them, that 
he who, by a sale of his own commodities, purchases those ot others is truly 
the producer of those-commodities. It has oeeu.gravely stated in this.ffous.e­
that the Southern planter is a manufacturer of hard ware, cotton and woolen 
cloths, whenever he exports his c:>tton,_rtce-, and tobacco to Liverpool and 
exchanges them fm• those-fabrics. These planters a.re thus manu:f.acturers 
to the amount of $20,000.UOO~ because they are gr_owers of cotton, ri-ce. and to­
bacco, exported to t~e amount of $:!0.000.000. They complain of tbe Amert~ 
can system. because 1t does not permit them as ~ou!Jlem m.an_ufactnrers to 
bring their hardware, cotton and woolen cloths into the< American market 
free ot duty, but doea perm.it the Northern manufacturers to bring their 
fabrics into that market free of duty. 

What a scheme otpiracy and plund.eF is disc-losed- by-this doetl'ine! The 
clods or this earth to whom accident may have furnished wealth ean easily 
purchase the wor-ks ot genius and labor. either mental or bodily, and they. 
by this purchase, become the producers or whatever may have a.!l orned hu~ 
man ingenuity or eftort in all the walks ofscien~e. letters and art, -whetheJ; 
useful or ornamental~ Can we by th.e vile incantation of money call down 
from their splendid mansions and enwrap ourselves in the beJ.ms of glory 
of those men who, beginning with Moses and Homer. have risen age atter age­
on the :Mlmiri:n~ eyes of mort :lis and now adorn and irradiate the whole fir· 
mament of the mtellectual world? For if we can, by purchase, appropriate 
to ourselves the sklli or the humblest artisan, so may we inlikema.nner pur· 
chase the ingenuity of the most distinguished artist. The mere man of acres 
a.nd sbves. because he grows cotton, can. therefore, by his own skill, build 
p~la~s or temples. adorn ~liem with paintings or statuary. and fill his libra" 
r1es With the sdence and literature of all ages., from the fertile and abundant 
resources of his own plantation. 

Surprising discovery! Wonderful man who has "sought out so many in~ 
ventionsl ' Has he purchased the orations or Cicero. or Demosthenes, or the 
divine rhapsodies of Romer, Virgil, Milton? Then is he truly, ac..:ording to 
his own showing. the producer ot these incomparable works. One-sixth 
part or t~e annual labor or some faithful sla.ve. a. single bag of cotton, has 
made th1::~ man of miracles tbe ~eat author of all those works which have­
given immortality to men bo, h in tho ancient and modern world I Did any 
one of us. wnile at the schools. aumire any of the e once the divine productions \ · 
of antiquity: and a re we now at timeslighted up by scintillations from their 
holy fires? Why, sir, all this is mere darkness before the. brilliancy ot this 
wonder of our age; who, by the simple agency of a solitary slave, has really 
become the very incarnation of all the poetry and eloquence of all time. • 

Thi.s new potency o ~ bargain and. sa!e is truly a sublime· discovery. All 
relations her.etofo:ro on e:trth seem to dissolve under it. The ve-ry mules of 
the West, sent down in droves and sold in South Carolina, acquire a new 
paternity by that sale, and thenceforth 2.re the production of those planters 
who purchase them. Still more wonderfui, had this very m-an who achieved 
this discovery made cott.on and exchanged it not for oooks, but for slaves., 
he would not be a maker ot poetry and orations, but, in the place of litera­
ture he- would do no more than make slaves~ 

THE COMPROMISE ACT OF 1838. 

When Congress assembled, President Jackson, in his fourth 
annual message, discussed the tariff and recommended tha.t it 
should be dealt with so that none cOuld complain of injustice. 
Referring to the arguments of. the opponents of a protective 
ta1Li:lf, he said: . 

A._~ge poTtion ot the people in one section: of the Republic declares it not 
only"Inexpedient on these groun<ls, but as disturbing the eq_ual relations-o.f 
property by legisla.tirm, aud.- therefore, unconstitutional and unjust. 

Doubtless these e:(l'ects are, in a great degree, exaggerated, an~ may b& 
ascribad t.n-~lllist~n view ot th~ «Qnsiderations·which led to tb.e adot>tion: 
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o:r the tariff system; but they are, nevertheless, impflrtantin enabling us to 
review the subject with a more thorough knowledge o:r all its bearings upon 
the gt·eat interests o:r the Republic, and with a determination to dispose o:r 
it so that none can, with justice, complain. 

It was evident, as soon as Congress convened, that the final 
contest concerning the protective policy was about to be waged, 
and that the policy of the Government, as evidenced by the acts 
of 1824 and 1828, was to be reversed; not because the country did 
not prosper under a protective tariff, but at the demand of the 
South; that while the Administration, by vigilance and firmness, 
had quelled for the time b~ing the incipient rebellion in South 
Carolina, tbe legislative department W.cLS to allow the Govern­
ment to be coerced into a course admittedly detrimental to the 
prosperity of the country. The Secretary of the Treasury urged 
upon Congress a reduction of duties. The portion of the Pres­
ident's message relating to the tariff was referred in the House 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, of which Mr. Verplank, 
of New York, was chairman. 

Although the tariff bill of the previous session had been passed 
with the hope of satisfying South Carolina, and, as we have s3en, 
by a large majority, it was now evident that to conciliate the 
South the protective policy was to be abandoned. On the 27th 
of December a hriff bill was reported from the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

It would be profitable to trace, in this connection, the proceed­
ings of Congress concerning the thre..Lt of South Ca.rolina to pre­
vent the execution of the laws of the United States within her 
borders, and the discussion of the proposed hriff legislation, but 
it is only my present purpose to show that the act known as the 
compromise act of 1833 was passed to conciliate the South, and 
on account of the hostility of that section to the tariff system. 

The ab:tndonment of the protective policy at the behe~ of the 
South was not made without a protest, and the doctrine of nulli­
fication was ably discussed and forcibly denounced. Senator 
Poindexter of Mississippi, on the 19th of February, 1833, com­
menced a speech as follows: 

I can not hope tha.t any effort of mine will operate to arrest the action of 
this body; but the people whose future peace and happiness and everything 
dear to them is involved in the issue of this great struggle may find in the 
investigation of this subject the means of arriving at proper conclusions in 
relation to it. I feel the responsibility of the position which I occupy. 

I know how vain it would be to indulge the belief that, with the simple 
weapons o:r reason and of truth, I could overcome the dumb eloquence or 
numbers so forcibly displayed in this Hall, arrayed in solid phalanx to carry 
into effect purposes o:r desolation and blood. which can neither be mistaken 
nor obviated save only by the deleterious results which may be felt in all 
their fury by a reaction on the heads of those who have contributed to put 
this ball of civil discord in motion. Under such discouraging circum­
stances I must be permitted to say that my views o:r this momentous ques­
tion will be addressed to the calm and dispassionate consideration or a free 
and enlightened people, who alone can control the movements o:r this Gov­
ernment; and I wish tt to be distinctly understood that I expect not. hope 
not, and mean not, to make an impression within these walls. . 

'rhe theory of nullification, so freely denounced, and so much deprecated 
by hon•)rable Senators who have preceded me in this debate, it is not my 
purpose at present to examine. When consolidation and the total prostra­
tion of the last vestige o:r State sovereignty is made the desideratum on 
which alone the Union can be perpetu:l.ted, I mean not to cavil about the 
remedy by which so great an evil may be averted. !1, sir, I am left to 
choose between a. total overthrow of the happy system erected by the wis­
dom of the patriots who framed the Constitution, and some efllcient remedy 
to maintain it, I will not hesitate in the course which duty and patriotism 
so plainly indicate. 

Mr. Clay, who was known as the father of the protective sys­
tem, introduced in the Senate the bill which was to doom the 
protective system to a lingering death. His excuse for so doing 
I give in his own words. 

On February 12, 1833, speaking on the proposed modification 
of the tariff, he said: 

When! survey, sir, the whole race of our country, I behold all around me 
evidences o:r the most gratifying prosperity-a prospect which would seem 
t-o be without a cloud upon it were it not that throng b. all parts of the coun­
try there exist great dissensions and unhappy di:!tinctions, which, if they 
can possibly be relieved and recon~ile::l by any broad scheme or legislation 
adapted to all inLerests, and. ra~a.rding the feelings of all sections, ought to 
be quieted; and, leading to which object, any measure ought to be well re-
ceive<}. _ 

In presenting the modification of the tariff laws which I am now about to 
submit, I have two great objects in view. My first object looks to the taritr. 
I am compelled to eXI>ress the opinion, formed after the most deliberate re­
fiection and on a full survey of the whole country, that, whether rightfully 
or wrongfully. the taritr stands in imminent danger. If it should even be 
preserved during this session, it must fall at the next session. By what cir­
cumstances and through what causes b,il.s arisen the necessity for this change 
in the policy of our country I will not pretend now to elucidate. Others 
there are who may d:Urer from the impressions which my mind has received 
upon this point. Owing, however, to a variety of concurrent causes, the tari!f 
as it now exists is in imminent danger, and 11 the system can be preserved 
beyond the next session it must be by some means not now within the reach 
ot human sagacity. 

The fall of that policy, sir, would be productive of consequences calamitous 
indeed. When I look to the variety or interests which are involved, to the 
number of individuals interested, the amount of capital invested, the value 
of the buildings erected, and the whole arrangement of the business for the 
prosecution of the various branches of the manufacturing art which having 
sprung up under the fostering care of this Government, I can not contem­
plate any evil equal to the sudden overthrow of all those interests. History 
can produce no parallel to the extent of the mischief which would be pro­
duced by such a disast-er. The repeal ot the edict of Nantes itself was 
nothing in comparison with it. That condemned to exile and brought to 

ruin a great number o:r persons. The most respectable portionot the popn· 
lation of France were condemned to exile and ruin by that measure. But in 
my opinion, sir, the sudden repeal ot the ta_r:Ur policy would bring ruin and 
destruction on the whole people o:r this country. There is no evil in my 
opinion, equal to the consequences which would result :rrom such 8. catas· 
trophe. 

• • • • $ • • 

I1 there be any who want civil war, who want to see tl,le blood of any por· 
tion ot our countrymen spilt, I am not one of them; I wish to see war of no 
kind; but, above all. do I not desire to see a civil war. When war begins, 
whether civil or foreign, no human foresight is competent to foresee when, 
orhow,orwhereitis to terminate. But when a civil war shall be lighted up in 
the bosom o:r our own happy land, and armies are marching, and commanders 
are winning their victories, and fleets are in motiou on our coast, tell me, if 
you can-tell me, if any human being can tell its duration? God alone knows 
where such a war will end. In what state will be left our institutions t In 
what state our liberties? I want no war; above all. nowa1· at home. 

Sir, I repeat, that I think South Carolina has been rash, intemperate, and 
greatly in the wrong; but I do not want to disgrace her, nor any other mem­
ber o:r this Union. No; I do not desire to see the luster of one single star 
dimmed of that glorious Confederacy which constitutes our political sun; 
still less co I wish to see it blotted out, and its light oblitera.ted forever. 
Has not the State of South Carolina been one of the members o:r this Union 
in "days that tried men's souls?" Have not her ancestors fought alongside 
our ancestors? Have we not, conjointly, won together many a glorious bat­
tle? Uwe had to go into a civil war with such c1. State. how would it termi­
nate? Whenever it should have terminated, what would be her condition? 
If she should ever return to the Union, what would be the condition o:r her 
feelings and affections? What the state of the heart of her people? She has 
been with us before, when her ancestors mingled in the throng o:r battle, and 
as I hope our posterity will mingle with bers for ages and centuries to 
come in the united defense of liberty, and for the honor and glory of the 
Union. I do not wish to see her degraded or defaced as a member o! this 
Confederacy. 

Mr. Cln.y, on February 25, 1833, said: 
The friends of free trade insist that duties s4ould be laid ln reference to 

revenue alone. The friends of American industry say that another, 11 not 
p3.l'amount, object inlaying them should be to diminish the consumption 
of foreign and increase that of domestic products. 

* $ • q • • • 

All that was settled in 1816, in 1824, and in 1828 was that protection should 
be afforded by high duties without regard to the amount of the revenue 
which they might yield. During that whole period we had a public debt 
which absorbed all the surpluses beyond the ordinary,wanss or Govern­
ment. 

¢ $ 0 $ 0 • • 
Mr. President, I want to be perfectly understood as to the motives which 

q.ave prompted me to offer this measure. I repeat what I said on the intro· 
duction of it, that they are, fu·st, to preserve the manufacturing interest; and 
secondly, to quiet the country. I believe the American system to be in the 
greatest danger; and I believe it can be placed on a better and safer founda­
tion at this session than at the next. 

• • • • • • • 
No, Mr. President, it is not destruction, but preservation, or the system at 

which we aim. If dangers now assail it, we have not created them. I have 
sust-ained it upon the strongest and clearest convictions of its e:q>ediency. 
They are entirely unaltered. Had others who avow attachment to it sup­
ported it with equal zeal and straightforwardness. it would be now free :rrom 
embarrassment; but with them it has been a secondary interest. I utter no 
complaints-! make no reproaches. I wish only to defend myself now, as 
heretofore, against unjust assaults. I have been represented as the father 
of this system, and I am charged with an unnatural abandonment of my 
offspring. I have never arrogated to myself any such intimate relation to 
it. I have, indeed, cherished it with paternal fondness, and my affection is 
undiminished. 

But in what condition do I find this child? It is in the hands of the Phil­
istines, who would strll.ngle it. I fly to its rescue, to snatch it from their 
custody and to place it on a bed of security and repose tor nine years, where 
it may grow and strengthen, and become acceptable to the whole people. l 
behold a torch about being applied to a. favorite edifice, and I would sa.ve it, 
if possible, before it was wrapt in fiames, or at least preserve the precious 
turniture which it contains. I wish to see the taritr separated from the 
politics of the country, that business men may go to work in security, with 
some prospect of stability in our laws, and without everything being staked 
on the issue o:r elections, as it were on the hazards o:r the die. 

$ ~ * $ ~ • $ 

If we adjourn without any permanent settlement or the tariff in what pain­
ful suspense and terrible uncertainty shall we not leave the manufacturers 
and business men of the country? All eyes will be turned with t1·embling 
and fear to the next session. Operations will be circumscribed, and new en· 
terprises checked; or, if otherwise, ruin and bankruptcy may be the conse­
quence. I believe, sir, this measure, -which offers a reasonable guaranty for 
permanency and stability, will be hailed by practical men with pleasure. 
The political manufacturers may be against it, but it will comman::l the ap· 
probation o:r a. large majority of tbe business manufacturers of the country. 

Mr. Davis of Massachusetts, in the House, February 25, 1833, 
said: 

I am greatly surprised at the sudden movement made in this House. One 
short hour ago, we were collecting our papers and putting on our outside 
garments to go home, when thegentlemanfromKenliuckyrose and proposed 
to send this bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union with 
instructions to strike it all out and insert, byway of amendment, an entire 
new bill, formed upon entirely dil!erent principles; yes, to insert, I believe, 
the bill which the Senate now have under consideration. This motion was 
carried; the business has passed through the hands of the committee, is now 
in the House. and there is a cry o:r "Question I " "Question I " around me 
upon the engrossment of the bill. Who that was not a party to this arrange­
ment could one hour ago have credited this? 

We have, I believs, been laboriously engaaed for eight weeks upon this 
topic, discussing and amendlng the bill wnlch has been before the House. 
Such obstacles and difilculties have been met at every move, that I believe 
very little hope has or late been entertained of the passage of any bill. But 
a gleam of light has suddenly burst upon us; those that groped in the dark 
seemed suddenly to see their course; those that halted. doubted, hesitated, 
are in a moment made firm; and even some of those tbat have ma.d.e an im­
mediate abandonment of the protective system a sine qua non of their appro· 
bation of any legislation, seem almost to favor this measure. 

• * * • • * $ 

Peacemakers, mediators, men who allay excitements and tranquilize pub­
lic :reeling, should abOve all considerations stu.dy to do it by m~ans not of-
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fensive to tM contending parties, by means which will not infilct a deeper 
wound than the one which is healed. Sir, what is demanded by those that 
threaten the integrity of the Union? An abandonment of the American 
system, a formal renunciation of the right to protect American industry. 
This is the language of the nullification convention. They declare they re­
gard the abandonment of the principle as vastly more important than any 
otht-r matter; they look to that, and not to an abatement of duties without 
it; and the gentleman from South CaroLina [Mr. Davis], with his usual 
frankness, told us this morning it was not a question of dollars and cents; 
the money they regarded not, but they required a change of policy. They 
demand the pound of flesh, with the unyielding obstinacy of Shylock; and 
they require this House to apply the knife nearest to the heart; and shall 
it be cutaway? Is it patriotic? Is it harmonizing public feeling? Is it sav­
ing the Union to drain out the life blood ? What 1s this bill? I will not say 
it goes at once to such extremities, but it seems to me to contain a principle 
which works an unqualified abandonment or the protective policy, unless 
changes greater than we haven. right to look for shan take place in our con-
dition. • 

* 
What will be the effect of this bill? The protection will be diminished from 

year to year. This will check the operations of capital; it will, I fear, stop 
investments, if it does not crush that enterprising, valuable class of young 
men who have entered upon business, relymg upon their industry and ca­
pacity to carry them forward. They are in debt, and I fear timid creditors 
may fall upon them. Bul3iness then will be brou~ht to a stand at any rate, 
and if bankruptcies ensue, will be diminished. This is precisely what 
some interested in manufacturing are selfish enough to desire, for they have 
money; wages will be cheaper if a portion of the mills cease to run and no 
new ones are erected, and the capitalists will by this means, in the end, gain 
more by a diminution in the competition in business and the reduction in 
wages than they will lose by the reduction in duties. 

But, s1r, this is a policy founded in such naked selfishness; it is built up so 
manifestly at the expense of those who have small capital, and of the la­
borers; it is so hostile to the first principles of protection which invite the 
free investment of capital from all quarters, that goods may be made cheap 
by the competition and the public be thus benefited, that no friend of Amer­
ican labor can give it his approbation on that ground. It may answer fur a 
time the purposes of a few, if it operates as they anticipate; but should this 
:prove so, it will be an unanswerable argument with the public for disapprov­
mg of it, for the causes which will make the measure valuable to some will 
make it injurious to the public. • 

Again, sir, I can vote for no bill which abandons protection. I think this 
does. It adopts the Carolina system for equalizing duties, by bringing them 
all to 20 per cent. It abandons the exercise of all right to discriminate, and 
in that, give me leave to say. abandons common sense, for the system of 
equalization has never, to my knowledge, until now found an advocate 
among financiers or political economists. It is, however, a very cunningly 
devised plan and worthy of its origin (Gallatin., in the free-trade report), for 
it contains a sweet poison that will de-stroy the last remnant of protection. 

Mr. E. Everett of Massachusetts, in the House February 25, 
1833, said: 

He considered the bill, as originally reported in the Senate, as a total, an 
absolute abandonment of the protective system after 1842-at best, it was 
but a lease to the manufacturers for seven or eight years, or, perhaps, more 
properly speaking, a notice to wind up their concerns within that time; their 
destruction was slow, but sure. The existing protection was to go down, 
down, from year to year, until the end of the term, when t.he existing es­
tablishments were to be abandoned by the Government. He said the exist­
ing establishments, for new ones could not be expected. Prudent capitalists 
would not venture in a sinking concern. 

About the same time was given that was allowed the bank to wred up; and 
were theirs a mere money business, they would have less reason to com­
plain; but, unfortunately, their capital was fixed, and must be sacrificed. 
Factories and machinery were or no value unless in operation. The owners 
of flocks were not 1n a much less hopeless condition. He repeated that the bill, 
as originally laid on their tables, abandoned the protective policy. It reduced 
all duties to the same level, 20 per cent. Even the principle of discrimina­
ting duties was abandoned. In its present form, he admitted that principle 
was faintly perceptible. 

Mr. Burges, of Rhode Island, in the House, February26, 1833, 
said: 

I protest against this measure, continued Mr. Burges, because, like that 
which has been stricken out of the bill to make room for its insertion, it pro­
poses to provide for the wants of the Government, but does not propose to 
make any provision for the wants of the nation. It calls on the people for 
money to feed that Government, and at the same time takes away that pro­
tection or their labors by which the people b. ave hitherto been enabled to feed 
themselves. Not less than 1,715,000 free white workingmen are annually em­
ployed in the agricultural, mechanic, and manufacturing labor of .the East­
ern, Northern, and Western States of this Union. 

That part of these men thus emp oyed in mechanic and manu!actming 
labor denend on that part of them employed in agricultural labor, 1n the 
same and other States, for a market for their fabrics; and a supply in re­
turn of food-of corn, wheat, fiour, beef, pork, and other proVisions-amount­
ing annually to more than $27.000.000. They also look to them, and to other 
producers in many of the States, for a further market for like fabrics; and 
expect in excL.ange theproducts of their lands and mines, eqtta.l to$15,000,000 
in amount annually. Those employed in the farming and mineral labors of 
these States look to such as are engaged in these mechanit:J and manufac­
turing labors for this market for their products, and therein for their supply, 
by this exchange, of those various manufactured fabrics annually to this 
great amount . . 

By thA destruction of this mechanic a.nd m:1.nufacturing labor, men em­
ployed in agriculture, whether on their own lands, or farming the lands 
of others, must lose t.hat market; and not only lose their annual supply of 
those fabrics heretofore purchasod in it, but their annual production left on 
their hands for want of a market, must, to this amount, annually be 
utterly lost to them. For in no other market of the world could they sell 
their breadstuffs and provisions, their . wool, their lead, their iron, and 
steel. 

* • • • * * • 
How do the provisions of this bill insure the destruction of that system? 

By the utter abandonment of even the very principle of discriminating, 
countervailing, or protecting duties of impost on imported goods, wares, 
and merchandise. At the end of ten years these duties, that is, the whole 
system of imposts, are to be reduced to 20 per cent ad valorem, and to 
stand at that rate upon all imported commodities, such as are produced in 
ourown country, by our own domestic industry. 

• • # ¢ ~ 0 • • 

This evil will fall on the whole country, and will be a. just retribution for 
the cruel and unrelenting ruin which this profligate measure will have 
brought on the many hundreds of thousands of free, white workingmen, 
now employed in the mechanic, manufacturing and agricultm·allabors of 
the free States. When the domestic ma!lufacturers, the owners of the mills 
and machines, by the working of which those men now earn theh· bread, and 
that of their families ; when these owners find they must. surrender a tenth 
part of their protection-a tenth part of the impost, over and above 20 per 
cent of the whole, they will call on their worKingmen to surrender a like 
tenth part of theh· wages, or to leave their employment. 

When will this first call be made? In the very dead of the next winter, 
when they and their families must perish or have employment. It will be 
repeated annually at that season. 'They will sm·render rather than hear 
their children cry for bread when they have none to give them. This de­
mand on labor for a reduction of wages will be repeated once a year, just as 
often as this bill makes a like reduction of the rate ot that impost by which 
manufacturing labor and capital are now protected. At the end of ten years, 
when the whole protection is taken away, the wages of labor will be reduced 
to 20 per cent of its present amount. What a consummation of what a scheme I 

Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, in the House, February 26, 1833, 
on the tariff, said: 

That he was opposed to all further legislation at this time on the sub­
ject of the tariff. This Congress had already acted upon the subject. We 
have passed one law, and are f unctus o.fficio. If the act of the last session, 
passed with so much unanimity as a final adjustment of this vexed question, 
is again to be disturbed, let it be by other hands; let us not be drlVfln by a 
handful of nullifiers into a repeal of our own legislation before it has gone 
into effect, and before anyone can foresee whether its operation is to be ben­
eficial or injurious. If we degrade ourselves by such an act of inconsistency 
the world can assign but one reason for our com·se, and that will be that a 
majority of 2 to 1 have been compelled to surrender their own deliberate 
judgment to the threats of a few nullifiers, thereoy recognizing a.nd estab­
lishing nullification, not only as a peaceable but as an emcient and constitu­
tional remedy, proclaiming to the world that the United States is not a Gov­
ernment but a thing to be governed by the passions, whims, and caprices of 
each and every State in this Union. 

• • 0 0 0 $ * 
Some gentlemen, however, indulge the hope that what-ever is now sur­

renderel]. will be recovered hereafter. This, he reared, was a vain hope. 
But why pass an act destructive to the best interests of the country, with 
the hope t-hat those who come after us will repeal it? Will such an excuse 
as this satisfy our constituents? Will it satisfy our own conviction:l or pub­
lic duty? But we are told by others that our successors will do worse; that 
they will destroy the whole system; that they will entirely repeal the act of 
183'2. We are therefore called upon to destroy this act, to murder our own 
offspring, lest it might perish by other hands. to cut our own throats to 
prevent others from doing it. "Sufficient for the day is the evU thereof." 
Let us live while we can. If the country must be destroyed, let the sin rest 
upon other heads. Let us do right, and leave the responsibility or doing 
wrong to others. 

• * * • 0 • • 
But, sir, if this precedent is to be now established by yielding to the de­

mands of nullification; if the Constitution and laws of this Union are to be 
canceled by the South Carolina ordinance; if the legislation of Congress is 
to be repealed at the pleasure of every State in the Union; if our Govern­
ment. established at the expense of so much blood and treasure, is thus to 
be overthrown and destroyed, I for one said Mr. S., shall escape the sin and 
the reproach by voting against this bill. 

If, sir, the effect of the adoption of this measure shall be (as he firmly be­
lieved it would) to sap the foundations of t·he national prosperity, destroy 
millions of capital, and throw thousands of industrious people out of em­
ployment; if its effects should be to reduce to the level of the paupers of 
England the free and now prosperous labor of the country, to grind down 
alike the wages of the farmer and mechanic, to exhaust our currency, and 
spread poverty, wretchedness and· ruin far and wide over this now prosper­
ous and happy land, his constituents, to whom he· was much indebted, 
should never have it in their power to say to him, "You contributed to 
bring this ruin upon us." 

Senator Sprague, of Maine, on the 2t>th of February, 1833, made 
a speech, which for force and argument deserves a place among 
the great speeches made in Congress. He said: 

This new school 1n politics teaches that the several States have, by the­
iJonstitution, only delegated certain powers, which each may resume at 
pleasure. The United States have the power to declare war, but each Sta.te 
has the reserved right to annul it, and be herself at peace. The United 
States may make treaties, but each State may, ad libitum. revoke this au­
thority and terminate the compact. Express prohibitions are imposed 
uv.on the States; they mar not declare war, make treaties, coin money, emit 
bills of credit, pass expos facto laws. or those impairing contracts; and yet 
every State has reserved the right, at any moment, to cast off all these pro-
hibitions. , _ 

Shei:; fettered, indeed, but just so long only as it may be her sovereign will 
and pleasure I And actually to throw off all these restraints, to resume all 
tht-se powers, is not revolution-it is legal, peaceable, constitutional remedy! 
It is pursuant to the Constitution, within it~ scope; and the State is still a. 
member of the Union! The United States, the Constitution, and the Gov­
ernment, it is said, are but agents, a mere aggregation of delegated powers; 
yet the agency may be revo~md, the delegation terminated, and the Consti­
tution and Government remain! It will be no revolution! Can anything 
be more preposterous? 

Sir, we all admit the original inalienable right of man, individually and 
collectively, to resent oppression, to overturn and destroy government, 
when, by perversions and corruptions, it has beco:ne subversive or the ends 
for which it was instituted. But this is the primary right of force, of revo­
lution. of rebellion, by which government is overthrown ancLsubverted. It 
is not pursuant to the law of the land; it is above and beyond it; it is in de­
fiance or oppressive legislation. Can the destruction of the Government be 
legal? Can the annihilation or the Cnnst1tu i0n he constitutional? 

'l'he distinguished member from South Carolina [Mr. Calhoun] has re­
ferred to the danger to which their slave prop~rty misht be exposed if his 
doctrines be not established. Will he permit me to warn him of the greater 
danger of superseding the securities of the ConstitutiOn? Let him beware 
how he appeals from the plain stipulations of that instrument to the original 
and inalienable rights or man. Let him not lead the way in a course of rea­
soning which points directly to the inquiry, by what means one-half of the 
human beings upon the soil of South Carolina are held m absolute dominion 
as property by the other-how their natural an.~l sovereign rights have been 
cloven down, and transferred to their masters. Be not wise beyond what is. 
written. Abida by the Constitution; that is your best and highest security. 
From that solemn compact we will not depart. We have no inclination to 
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disturb it, nor t.o refine away its guarantees: they are the work o1 our fathers, 
and let them b -3 forever sacred. 

We have witne sed much controversy as to the origin of the Constitution. 
In my judgment. it is the work of the people of the several States, acting as 
separate communities. It was drafted by a convention and J)roposad to the 
States; but until their adoption it. was a mere proposition. an unexecuted 
instrument having no effl.ciency. The rati1ication by the people of the sev­
eral States imparts all its validity. They, .having all power, could make it 
&nything that they pleased. The people ot Virginia and Maryland, for ex­
ample might agree to commingle in one mass, to ama.ltra.mate, to become, as 
by rusion, one people, abrogating entirely their State institutions and form­
ing a new single government over a single community; or they might make 
a. league, a mere confederation, or form a union anywhere betw~en these 
two extremes, participating of both, embracing such extent or degrees .of 
each as to them might seem fit. 

And the same remark may be extended to the otb.er States. HaYing 
this power, the only question is, :how did they exercise it-what union did 
they form? The answer is to be found in the instrumen-tltself-the Consti­
tution. It has been much contested whether 1t is federative or popular. rt 
is neither. It is both. In its origin and in the sources of the organization 
o! the Government it is federative; in the nction of the Government upon 
all those subject to its powers it is popular. The laws are made for and 
reach and operate directly upon individuals, passing by the local govern­
ments and penetrating beyond them, and scarcely recognizing the existence 
of the States as communities. The judiciary is coexten&ive with the legis­
lative power. 

Such being my view of the fundamentallaw of this nation. I can not.recog­
nize any right in a State to arrest and repeal the legislation of Congress. I 
dare not withhold my support from a measure which seems essential to the 
maintenance of the Government and the Constitution. I! the Legislature 
o! the nation should refuse to uphold and vindicate them at such -a. crisis, 
they must fall, and their authority be -prostrated, I fear, forever. I could 
not forget the pa t, nor shut my eyes to the fact that the present alru.·ming 
extent and threatening form of resistance and ae:fiance ha"l'"e been consequent 
upon the tolerated practical nullification of the State of Georgia. The gen­
tleman from South Carolina nearest tome [Mr. Miller] haa assured us that 
such is the fact. Attemp.ts have been vainly made to find a distinction be­
tween the two. In principle they are identical. 

I regret that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsythl, in his endeavor 
to render ills defense of the one consistent with his condemnation of the 
other, ba.s deemed it necessary to a sail the Supreme Court of the United 
States-to pronounce the reasoning and argument of one of tts most im­
portant decisions to be unworthy the lowest county court in any of the 
States. I can .assure the gentleman that the country re~ards it far other­
:wh;e, and that the most vigorous and gifted minds deem 1t one of the most 
powerful productions of the wond&·lul intellect of the revered chief of that 
august tribunaL ll, in the inscrutable ways of Providence, our institutions 
are destined to be subverted and left mruins by the convulsions of revolu­
tion, that decision, and other kindred constitUtional opinions from the same 
mind, will remain to after genet:ations splendid and enduringmonmnents 
of intellectual and moral greatness, and, like the broken columns and classic 
rema.ins of Athens and Palmyra, be the wondet: and admiration of succes­
sive ages . . 

The time has arrived when the progress of nlllilfication must be arrested, 
or 'theJwpes of permanent union surrendered. The gentleman [Mr. Cal· 
houn] assures us that his fueocy would make this Government a. beautiful 
system1 Bealrtitul as would be the proud and polished pillars which sur­
round us, if resolved into their original rude and paltry _pebbles; beautiful 
as the dashed :min"or, from whoseiragments arerefl.ecte.d twenty-four pigmy 
portraits, j:ngtead of one gigantic.a;ndnoble orlg:l:nall 

The triumph of that doctrine disso1ves the Union. It must be BO regarded 
by foreign natio s; it is almost so e-ven now. Already ha.ve the exultations 
of the oppressor and the laments of the ph.il.an.thro.Pi t been heard .beyond 
the Atlantic. They have looked -with fear .and hope, with wonder and delight 
upon the brilliant and beauttf.ul -constellation in our western hemisphere, 
moving in majestic harmony, irradiating -the earth with its mild and be­
nignant beams. Shall these stars now be severed and scattered, and. rush­
ing from their orbits t.hrou~ t.he "troubled air, singly and feebly sink into 
clouds of murkV blackness, 1eav.ing the world .in rayless :night? Shall the 
fiaa of our cominon country, "the ensign of our nation, wJrich has waved in 
honor upon every sea-the guardian of our common ri~hts-the hru:ald of 
our common glory-be severed and torn into twenty-four fragments; and 
our hips hereafter display for their protection but a tatt-ered rag of one of 
its stripes? 

The gentleman [Mr.Calhounl declares emphatically that this is a question 
of Uberty or despotism. £ belfeve it. in m y conscience I believe it. If this 
Union be di olved, des.Potism is the ultimate result. It requires no pro­
phetic vision to see how it will be accomplished. Draw the line where you 
will. wars. frequent, inevitable wars, will ensue. Border n.ationsnavebeen 
considered natural enemies. History is a little more than a 1~ecord or their 
contentions. Human nature is not changed on this side o'f the ocean. In­
deed, there is hardly a nation, in anya.ge or cont:l:nent, which hasgivenmore 
unequivocal proof of devotion to military achievement and a.sp'itit of mar­
tial adventur-e than tbe people of these United States. 

Their having been once friends, so far from preventing or restraining, 
would but aggravate their mutual animosity. The sweetest substances be­
come the most acrid by perversion. Fraternal feelings, corrupted or per­
verted, give new bitterness and intensio/ to hatred and z:.evenge. We have 
already had two wars with Great Britam, who once held toward us a pa­
rental relation; and who can doubt that they would nave been more fre­
quent had we been separated only by an imaginru.·y line? Thedilterent SPC-
1tions of the country, arrayed in arms each against the other, wonldknowno 
bounds to their mutual exasperation. We should be told, in relation to the 
slave population, what the British Parliament were with respect to the 
Indian savages-that they were arms which God and nature have pu.t into 
ourh&nds. It would, indeed, be a sacrilegious abuse of that hallowellname­
but the argument would prevail; a servile war would be kindled. 

Relentless and fiendlike passions would be let loose to rage with un­
bridled license; and violence and havoc, confiagration and devastation, 
would ensue-the horrors of which could be dC".PiCtt'd only by the imagina­
tion of a Milton -or a. Dant~. It would seem that the severe regions of the 
North wonld have le s to apprehendfromhostileinvasions. Southern chiv­
alry even if not in requisition for the defense of their own sunny lanas 
wouid find little to invite them -to arctic expeditions. Wou.lQ they come to 
on:rrugged soil and more rugged clime, to ourTock-boundshores and snow­
capped hills? Would they penetra.t.e a dense and teeming population or 
hardy, laborious and unyielding freemen-every valley a Thermopylm and 
every hill a Bunker's-where •'friends may find a. welcome, and ioes a 
grave?" 

'The North· is by nature the region of strength. It has been so Irom tne 
days of Atila, King of the Huns. to Platotr, hetman of ,the .Cossacks. The 
.Northern hive would again swarm upon the .hloom.ing and honeyt\d .fields o! 
the South. But is there any consolaGion in this? In such a contest victory 
1s disaster &nd deteat is death. ll this Union shall be severed tree govern-

ments will for a while, perhaps, exist upon its fragments. But on both 
sides of the dividing line must speedily arise a chain of fortified places and 
militacy posts for protection against sudden incmsions of predatory ana._ 
border warfare. to which they are eminently exposed. Standing armies, to 
occupy these fortifications, and to repel the formidable danger of organized 
invasion, are the necessary consequences. 

A martial spirit will be everywhere excited and military ambition univer­
sally dominant. One party will obtain -success and advantages in the war 
to counteract which the other must give additional strength to the Execu­
tive arm. The first will resort to the same expedient to regain their pre­
ponderance and the weaker will then concentrate all their poweT in the 
hands of one man, that it may be wieldea with the most efflciency for their ~ 
protection. Imminent danger of destruction and the prlma.ry law of self­
preservat.ion will .silence the voice of liberty; civil power will be submerged, 
and military despotism wave its horrid and resistless ncepter over the ruins 
of the Republic. 

This Union is not onlY the citadel of our liberty, but the depository df the 
hopes of the human race. He who shall be its destroyer will go down to :fu­
ture a~es, associated, indeed, with its founder, the Father of his country­
but Wlth a contrasted immortality. No halo of glory will surround his 
brow, but on his head will gather the hissing curses of all generations­
horrible as the snakes of Medusa. He will stand on the highest a.nd black­
est eminence oi .infamy-the detestation of mankind. I! he meet not a 
traitor's death he will till a traito1·'s grave, over which there wru. be no re­
quiem but the groans of the oppressed and the execrations of the good. His 
monument will be of lmman bones, upon foundations slippery with human 
blood. However high may have been his elevation, his fall will be like that 
of Lucifer; and like him, sinking into his bottomless and boun<lless b.abita­
tion or darkness and woe, he may exclaim-

·~afl l horrors,haill 
Ana thou, profoundest hell, 
Receive thy new possessor I" 

Senator RobbinsJ of Rhode Island, March 1, 1833, in a speech 
in the Senate, said: 

The bill carries with it the idea that the protective policy is an eTILin it­
self. an evil to be deprecat-ed and -not to be tolerated i'or .a moment, but to 
prevent a g1·ea.ter evil, namely, the evil of a sudden overthrow of the great 
establishments dependent upon tt, and "to be wlerated only for a :few short 
years, to give an opportunitrto those establishments o wind up their af­
fairs and enable them, so far as that time will enable them, to prevent the 
consummation of their total ruin. The bill thus .considers this protective 
policy as a great State criminal condemned1io die, but whose sentence is re­
spited for a few days to give him time to arrange his ~trai.r.s, .repent him of 
his evil deeds. ana pr-epare for death, but w.hose .doom is 1:1xed BJid irrevoca­
ble; die he must. 

Such an idea going out to .the conntry,.l.tlrlnk, must be 'Pernicious 1n its 
effects, especially as it goes out from the professed .friends, or 1!0me of them, 
or the policy, with its great t>h~mpion at their he-ad. It must repress the 
spirit of adventure; it must depreciate the value of those establishments; 
it must arrest the -progress ot the business at the point where it now .is.; no 
more capital will be invested in it, and the capital already invested will be 
withdrawn as far and as fast as it can be. The tide will have reached its 
high-water mark; it will now turn back a.nd1all to low ebb, perhaJ)s never 
to recommence its flood. These greatestablishments, so widely spread over 
the country, with all "the lndustTy dependent upon them, will be ke:pt in a 
Ieverish, 1ingering state o! exist-ence, s.uspended be-tween hope and fear, with 
much to alarm their 'fears, with little to animate tb.eir hopes. It can not be 
but this languishing state must ensue, for we all Jrnow how feeble is ·the 
hand when not seconded and invigorated by the impulses of the heart. 

THE EFFECT OF 1:llE UOMPROMISE ACT. 

The South -prevailed. The -protective system was stricken 
down. 'l'he act of 1833, as pasaed, provided for a gradual reduc­
tion of duties; but almost i.m:mediatel.Y after its -pas age its dis­
astrous -effectsbegan ··to be felt. The prosperity of the country 
was checked, and business depression and financial stringency 
increased until -the iinal culmination in i 37. May 10., 1837, all 
the banks of the city of New York suspended. The suspension 
of the bank-s oi Albany, Philadelphia Baltimore, Providence, 
Hartford, Boston, and the banks in every portion of the country 
followed. The Legislature of New York on the 16th of May au­
thorized the suspension ·Of the banks ol that State :for two years. 
A reliable author described the industrial emb!lrrassment of the 
period as follows: 

Tiuring the p;eceding two month.s-pre.ceding the suspension o! 'the banks­
unprecedented. embarrassments nnd difficulties were experien.ced among 
the mercantile classes. and were 'felt in -all -commercial towns of the United 
States, and especially in New Yot<kandNew Orleans. Thenumber at large 
failurmrwhicb. took place in :New York in a short time was about "three bun­
drad, their liabilities amounting to many millions. In two days, houses in 
New Orleans stopped payment owing .an aggregate ot $.."'7,000,000. In .Boston 
one.hundr.ea and s:txty,eight-ta.Umes-tookjllacein 'Six months. 

A :great pressure was brought upon President "Van Buren 
to call -a ·special.:ae.ssion of Congress. A committee., appointed 
'by a mass meetlng in 'the city of New Y<>rk, came to Wash­
ington to urge upon the President the importance of con'Vok­
ing Congress in extraordinary session. They presented an ad­
dress to him, in which the condition o1 the country was graph-
1cally described, an epitome ol which was published in the press 
uf the day, as follows: 

Under a. deep impression of the propriety o! confining their declaration 
\Vithinmodera.te limits;they a.fil.rmed that the value of theirreaJ. estate baa, 
within the last. six months, depreciated more than forty millions of dollars; 
that within the preceding two months tbere had been more than two hun­
dred and fifty failures of houses engaged in extensive business; that within 
the same period, a decline of twenty millions 1lad occurred in their local 
stocks, including th~ir Tailroa.d and canal incorporations, which, "though 
chartered in other States, depended chiefiyupon New York Ior 'their sale; 
that the immense 1m1ount of merchandise in their warehouses had, within 
the same period. fallen in value at least 30 per cent; that within a tew weeks 
not less than twenty thousand individuals, aej>ending upon their dally labor 
for their daily bread, had been discharged by their employers beca.use ·th-e 
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mea.ns of retaining them were exhausted, and that a complete blight had 
fallen on a community h.ere.tofore so active, so enterprising, and prosperous; 
the rulers they decla.red, had produced .a wider desolation tha.n the pesti­
lence which depopulated our States, or the conflagration w.hich.la.id them in 
ruins. 

~he President was, at last, compelled to act, more by the con­
dition of the revenues than. on account of the distress of the 
people, and issued a proclamation on the 15th of May convok­
ing Congress on the first Monday of September. The following­
iS the opening clause of the proc.l.ru:p.a.tion: 

Whereas great and weighty, matters, claiming the consideration of the 
COngress of the United States form an extraordinary occasion fo:r the con­
vening of them. 

President Van Burent however, ignored the true cause ol the 
business depression and financial troubles, and refused to make 
such recommendations as, if made and acted upon, would have 
relieved the general distress. He said., among other similar ex­
pressions: 

To avoid every unnecesssry interference with the pursuits of the citizens 
will result in more benefit than to adopt measures which could only assist 
limited hterests, and are eagerly, but perhaps naturally, sought for under 
the pressure of temporary circumstances. If, therefore, I refrain from sug­
gesting to Co~ess any specitic plan for regulating the exchanges or the 
country, relievmg mercantile embarrassments, or intet·fering with the ordi­
na-ry operations of foreign or domestic commerce it is :from convictions that 
su~h measures are not within the constitutional proVidence or th.e General 
Government, and that their adoption-would not promote the real permanent. 
welfare of those they migh.t be designed to aid. 

Again he said': 
I deeply regret that events have occurred which require me to ask your. 

consideration o:r such serious topics. I could have wished that in ma.king 
my first communication to the assembled representatives of my country I 
had nothing to dwell upon but the hi::;tory or our una.lloyed prosperity. 

The tenor of this message, as can be easily seen, promised no 
relief to the public; and the special session, which continued 
forty-three days, enacted no legislation which to any corulider­
able extent relieved the business of the country; and when Con­
gress convened in regular sessionr the President informed it 
that: 

The industry and prudence of our citizens are gradually relieving them 
trom the pecuniary embarrassments under which portions of them have 
labored. 

ple decreed the retirement of the Democratic party from power 
and. placed the· Whigs in control of the Administration and of 
both branches of Congress. And although Mr. Tyler, who upon 
the death of President Harri3on succeeded to the Presidency, 
grievously disappointed his-party in regard to the tariff question 
aa well as other questions, in 1842 an act was passed increasing 
duties upon imports and. discriminating in favor of domestic in­
dustries. 

Mr. Tyler wasnominatedfOI~Vice-President from a supposedne 
cessity of choosing a candidate for Vice-President from the South, 
after the nomination of Gen. Harrison, and without much atten­
tion to his principles or his political cha.racter. If it had been 
supposed that he would have succeeded to the. Presidency, it is 
not likely he would. have been nominated~ 

President Tyler justly subjected himself to- serious criticism 
by accepting the nomination. from the Whig party, and after­
w-ards deserting the partywhen he accidentally succeeded.tothe 
Presidency. His Administration was popular with neither Whigs 
nor Democrats. It was a bitter disappointment to the Whigs. 
The majority in Congress in political accord with the new Admin-

, istration was 7 in the Senate and about 50 in the House of Rep­
resentatives. Congress, convoked in special session . by Presi­
dent Harrison before his death, assembled May 31 and adjourned 
September 13. 

The time of Congress was mainly occupied in a struggle with 
the President over bills to incorporate a bank, which caused the 
alienation of the whig party from the Administration and the 
loss of all confidence between them. But severalimport:mtac.ts 
were passed, among them an :wt relative to duties and draw­
backs By this act a large number of articles placed on the free 
list by the act of 1833 were subjected to a duty of 20 per cent. 
At the-second session of the Twenty-seventh Congress, which 
met December 6, 18U, andcontinued untilAugust31, 18-12, anew 
tariff Ia\v was passed, by which ample· provision was made for 
the public revenue and protection afforded to American manu­
fa..ctures and other branches of national industry. Thi~ bill re­
ceived the approval o1 President Tyler, althongh he had pre­
viously returned, with his. veto, two different t ariff bills, the 
:first being a provisional revenue bilL, vetoed on June 29, the 
other, vetDed August 9, being substantially the- bill finally ap­
proved. excepting that it provided for the distribution ot the 
proceeds of the public lands. However, these embarrassments had not disappeared twa 

years later· for in the opening portion of his third annual mes-
f!age, he said: THE" BENEFICIAL RESULTS OF THE TARIFF OF 1&2. 

The ravages of fire and disease have painfn!ly affiicted otherwise-flourish- - The proofs of the immediate beneficial resul~ of the protec-
1n_g portions of OU;I' co.untey ~ and serious emharras811J.eni.& yet derange. the trade · ti ve tariff of 1842 are abun.dan t. President Tyler in. hiS third 
Of17wny of ou1· cztua. · annual message, saiQ.: ' 

The condition of the country during this period is shown by 
the following quotation: 

Mr. Yollilg of Kentucky, in the House, June 19, 1&161 said: 

We have new cause for the expression of our gra.titml.e in the preserva.· 
• tion of the health or our fellow:-citiizens,. With some partia.L and local excep-
1 tiona, durfng the past season, fon the abt:IIlda.nce with which. the earth has 
yielded up its fruits tu the-labors o~ the husb.an.dmen, rm: the ren.e::wed acti v: 

Grea-t as the prosperity orthe country had proved under the" tarur·or 1824; ity which· has been impa;rted to commerce, for the r.evtval of trade in all its 
ill was-not suliered to 1ast. The Southern States retused to obey the law. branches, for increased rewards attenrumt upon. the meehanicalarts, tor con­
The infamous doctr.ines.of nullification were b.roached and sedulously prop- tinned growth of. our· population, and the rapidly reviving prosperity of the 
agated, until at length our happy-Uniun was seriously threatened. Then · whole· countrv. 
it was tha.t that great a.na eminent sta.tesman, who deserved so richly the 
hononble title of the father o1 the American system, consented to sacrifi.ce This prosperity continued; and in his fourth annu!ll messaO'e 
his own offspr~ to avert the horrors of civil, war. With a. sublime modera- he said, in proof of the beneficial effect of the tariff of 1842 
tion he tempered the angry spirit Which had been raised, and soothed it by upon the credit and finances of the country: 
ag7eeing to the· compromise act. His object was attained. Civil war was 
avoided, but the con.sequences of the ~om promise were written. in tears and The credit of the Government, which had experienced a tempor.ary em-
blood. Hence came the awful distress of 1837. . barrassment, has been thoroughly restored. Its coffers which, for a season 

A feartulrevnlsion took:placem our business a1Ia.frs. The scenes of1819 were we1·e empty have been replenished. A cUITency nearly uniform in its value 
again revived. GeneraldlStrust pre'itailed, and suits were-multiplied, until has taken the place ot one depreciated and almost wortlhless. Commerce 
the business of the country was so prostrated that it was no longe:r: worth · and manufactures. which had suJiered in common with every other interest 
while to sue. As to its practi~al use and ~njo~ent., property became value- ha~ once more !evi"red·; and the whole country exhibits an aspect or pros: 
less. Notwithstanding the high. prospemy-wb:ich had prevailed in 1824 and per1ty and ha.-ppmess. Trarle and barter, no longer go~rned by' a wild and 
1825. when th.e revulsion or 18a7 came, all were found to be in debt. As a speculative mania. rest upon: solid and substantial footing, and the rapid 
mitigation of the general misery, many of the Western S ta.tes passed :relief growtho:f our cities in every direction bespeaks mo.sb strongly the favorable 
laws, forbidding property to be sold under t.wo-thirds ot its value. This- , c:ircmmstances by Which we are surrounded. 
operated in some degr~ to prevent the general ruin whic~ would otherwise S t E f 11x • J 1o u ak" . ha.>e e1IBned. But tt American labor had been proteeted in due time no ena or vans o .1u.rune:, an.ua.cy 23-, ~, spe mg concern-
such legislative interference. w.ould have been :required. ' ing the compromise act, said~ -

Similar quotations from authors and statesmen miO'ht be mul- Now; ene ot th.e good etre_cts of ~eaet ef.1842-was ~settle tile market-to 
ti li d b 

. . . . . ~:> put an end to that uncertamty which created fluct.uat10ns of prices. Manu-
p e. , ~t 1t IS unnecessary. It u:'' an h1stor1cal fact, wh1ch no facturers,.knowing what they had to depend upon, could renew their efforts, 

one will diSputet that the general distress brought rrpon the peo- ~ge more largelyand with smaller prefita in business, and produce their 
ple by the ab.a,ndonmentof the protective system and by the op- ta.brics.a.tless cost; so that they could afford t?reduceprtces and fully meet 

. h . ' . th.-e demand by a.regulru: and :ful..l supply: This was what the friends of the 
eratwn oft e compromiSe act of 183"J, was so. great, and theirap- tariff law anticipate-d; and, whether by the operation of that law or not­
peals to a Democratic Congress for relief were su fruitless that whether admitted or denied to be from that cause-the·taet. was undeniabfe, 
a political revolution: took place which elected Gen. Ha;rison that the result has ju~tiiied the a.nticipation.; for business is more pros~er­
and placed the Whigs in power. The condition of the country =~;v~e~glc~~~aregrowing cheaper without the producer bemg 
was such, in the' judgmen..t ot President Harriso~ as. to demand Another thing that resulted :from these causes was, that the home, demand 
the assembling of Congress in extraordinary session. tor. a~cultural_productl_o?s was increased as the operatives in. manufac­tones mcreased m the ability to become con 'umers. The- agricultural pro-

ducers were actually beginning already to feel the beneficial effects of the 
ta.ril! Jaw ot 1842. T!IE POLITICAL REVOLUTION OF 18!0 AND THE. WHia:URIFF OF 18!2. 

At the Presidential election. ol 1840 the Democratic party 
which ~ad C(mtrolled the Government for twelve years, was held 
responsible. by t?e people for the unive_rsal business depi'ession 
and finanCial diSturb.mces and the Widespread distress.. The 
prevailing condition of the industries, the derangement of the 
finances, and the suffering of the people -were rightfully attrib­
uted to the striking down of the protective policy, >and the peo-

"' $ · ... * ~ . , • 
He could. tell the- Senator from South. Carolin.a that h:is' wish that his 

State should oe- left to herself could not be. accomplished. She was a part­
ner in this Union and had entered into a comJ>actl for a. general government, 
from which she could not now be allowed tJo retire. 

Again, February 6, 184.4-, Senator Evans sa-id: 
. ~e would now a.sk, Whatl was the state of the country previous to the year 

182:1.? Wh~, with all our immense imports an;.t seeming national prosperity 
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Government was forced to borrow money to go on, business declined, the 
shipping int-erest was neglected, and the country was going rapidly into 
rnln; but after 1824 the prot-ective system ga.ve a new impUlse to trade, bus­
iness revived; and after 1828 things wore still a better aspect, and continued 
to do so until the compromise act. reacJ;ted its lowest point or duty; then 
came another change; foreign artJCles mcreased, while the home fabric de­
creased, in price; there was no revenue; commerce declined, and the coun­
try was compelled to resort to loans to enable Government to carry on its 
operation. He might go back to the year 1789, and from that to the present 
he would be enabled to show the same causes producing the same effect-the 
lowest rates of duties injurious to revenue, commerce, and the general good 
of the country. and the highest productive of directly opposite results. 

The honorable Sen ator will say all this is in opposition to elementary prin­
ciples, and is not laid down by Adam Smith; it does not reach the conclu­
sion which he reached three-quarters of a century back, and which, as he de­
clared it true then, mll.3t be true fm·ever. In mathema.tics and geometry a 
truth once a ttained is a truth forever ; but in moral philosophy it is quite 
di!Ierent. A true line of action to-day may be changed by to-morrow by 
causes springing up in the interim. What in the time of Adam Smith m?.y 
have been admitted as truth experience since may have proved not well es­
tablished. Since then, what has been the history of the world? Manufac­
tures have improved, and stea.m, the great agent, was then unknown; and 
so little was thought of any benefit to be derived from manufactures, that 
Adam Smit.h himself expressly recommended this country {then colonies) 
to make agriculture their pursuit, and not to think of manufactures. The 
very article on which the honorable Senator seems to set so much value was 
not then known as an article or produce; it is since that period cotton has 
become a staple of the country. The views of Adam Smith were not enti­
tled to the fullest crejit. 

• 
The view which had been offered of the benefits t.o accrue to the South f:rom 

a dissolution oi the Union, if offered as an illustration, was, he considered, 
a most unhanpy one, and could only be viewed in a. favorable light by men 
(if any could be found) possessed of more zeal, but much less discretion, 
than the honorable Senator. He (Mr. McDutlle) had painted in most inviting 
colors the happiness t.hat the proposed Somhern confederacy would enjoy 
when freed from the shackles of the Government of the Union. and career­
ing onward, under the direction of some form of separate legislation. He 
had permitted his imagination to dwell on the unexampled prosperity that 
was, under a dissolution of the Union, to bless his section of the country, 
quite regardless of what {if his views were correct) the result would be to all 
other portions of the States. He had the sagacity not to hold forth on any 
wrong that a disruption of the Union would inflict on our common country; 
but he described in glowing colors the great advantages, the unbounded 
wealth, and indescribable improvement which such disruption would con­
fer on one part of the broken confederacy. 

All these great advantages, he maintained, the South would gain by sever­
ance from the Union. The Southern confederacy would, under self-govern­
ment, outrival the Hesperia.n gardens, and be blessed with perpetual verdure 
and eternal spring; become the depository of unbounded wealth, the land of 
unparalleled happiness-free from political convulsions, proof against na­
tional earthquakes, no possibility of being involved in war, but ever blessed 
with smilingpeace. 

• • ::: 0 • " ;) 

To those who, under the influence of discontents more imaginary than 
real, would venture to attempt the carrying on or such a. visionary scheme 
as that of forming separate confederations founded on homogeneous inter­
ests, he would recommend the study of that portion of mythological history 
which records Lhe adventure of him who, butforoneday, attempted to drive 
the chariot of the sun. They would find that his life was tb.e forfeit of his 
temerity. Whoever attempts the dismemberment or this Union wlll live 
only in the reproaches of ma.nkind; he may live in history, but it wlllnot be 
on the page where are inscribed..the names and deeds or the good and wise 
and great, the benefactors of mankind; but on that page where are recorded 
the names and acts of those who were the authors of civil di;;cord and na­
tional calamity. He did not believe any portion of the Routh desired such 
results. He believed that they felt, with the people of the North, that all 
were bound together in one common cause, as one community-one nation. 
As such, we had achieved independence, renown, and an ascendancy unparal 
leled in so short a time. To preserve these we must preserve the Union which 
has conferred such blessings. 

Referring to the effect of the tariff of 1842, Mr. Evans, July 14, 
1846, said: 

But the tariff of 1842 is to be overthrown. The fierce and bitter denuncia­
tions; the outpouring of all sorts of opprobrious epithets directed against 
the existing law, proclaim the purposes of its opponents. Well, why is it to 
be overthrown? This is a question surely worth a moment's consideration. 
Has the taritr of 1842 accomplished that which its friends and advocates and 
supporters promised it would accomplish? Has it failed in the fulfillment 
or any single object which was designed to gain? Has it yielded an adequate 
revenue ? Has it restored public credit and public confidence? All this we 
promised, All this we pledged ourselves to achieve. And how were our 
promises and pLedges met? 

Why, gentlemen, then on the other si_de-and I see many of them still 
here-ridiculed our professions and promises. They predicted a great decline 
in tb.e revenue. They predicted destruction to our commercial interests. 
They predicted all manner of evil. It was maintained that we would not be 
able to obtain the loans necessary to carry on the Government-for the 
Treasury was then so impoverished that the Government was under the 
necessity of borrowing twelve or fifteen millions-and I recollect that one 
gentleman contended verv zealously that we should be obliged to give $100 
of scrip for $90 in cash. 

Well, we passed the law authorizing the loan, and not a dollar could we 
get at any rate until this revenue bill was passed. Then, sir, money enough 
could be obtained and at a lower rate of interest than that authorized to be 
paid. The public credit advanced at once and continued to advance until 
the stocks of the United States reached, I think. a maximum of about 115 or 
116 and at that sold rapidly after the enactment of this law, because every­
body saw that we had a. system which would enable us to carry on the Gov­
ernment, to pay the interest punctually and the principal when it became 
du~. Look, then, at the working of the act of 1842. It did not go fairly into 
operation for several months aft-er it was enacted. It can hardly be said 
that it was !airly in operation till the succeeding spring-the spring of 1843. 
About th:tt time we changed the commencement of the fiscal year, so that 
our fiscal years now end on the 30th of June. 

Take, then, the first whole fiscal year under the act of 1842, and you will 
find that it yielded us (after paying all the expenses of collection, draw­
backs, and everything else, of which I will spe:~ok bye and bye) twenty-five 
an'\ th1·ee-qua.rter millions. That wa-s the result of the first year. In the 
second year (18!5) the ~ount was twenty-six and three-qlUrters (almost), 

showing an increase of about a million. rn·the third year (just ended June 
18!6) the net amount was $:!6,3ll,804, according to the best computation i 
could make, for the statements are quite contradictory. By the papers re­
ceived this morning f:rom the Secretary of the Treasury the amount is set 
down at $23,681,915. Thus is shown a constant increase, but an increase . 
marked by an extraordinary uniformity. 

The following extract from a. speech made by Mr. Johnson of 
Tennessee in the House January 31, 1844, shows the acrimony 
with which the discussions in Congress were conducted. Mr. 
Johnson referred to the death of President Harrison as follows: 

I a~ not supersti~ious, but I do believ:e the Almighty does now and then 
manifest His power m various ways, as m olden time; like the case of Saul 
of 'l'arsus, when journeying t:rom;J er usalem to Damascus, he was struck with 
blindness. We read also of Herod addressing the people-upon a certain day 
set apart for the purpose of receiving honor, such as was due only to the 
Supreme Being; and all the people shouted, .and said his voice was like the 
vo1ce of a god; and the angel of God smote hun, and he was eaten of worms 
and gave up the ghost. Sometimes we see the power of God manifested 
~tempests, in.the agita~ion of the mi~hty ~eep; sometimes we see His in­
dignatlon flashing forth m the forked llghtnmg; sometimes He sends :rorth 
a baleful comet, emitting from its fiery tale pestilence and death. 

I might refer to instances in modern times; I might refer to the occur­
renc~s of 1840, when a most extraordinary excitement pervaded the 'com· 
muruty; when reason was dethroned and confusion and yrofanity reigned 
paramount; when ha!d elder and coon skins were substituted as the very 
emblems to be used With all the sacred rights of the Holy Communion· when 
men were diverted from the worship of the true and living God, to'honor 
with whom they had succeeded in elevating to the highest Pinnacle of hu­
man ambition, and whom the Almighty, m the display or HiS power, struck 
as a star from its sphere, down to the level or the tomb. 

I give this as an instance of divine interposition. May we not trace it 
somewhat further? Who knows what might have been the result of his ad· 
ministration of the Government? Who knows but God expressly inter­
posed to set an obstacle in the way of the accomplishment of those mighty 
calamities which would, peradventure, have been produced under his ad­
IT~~i~~rt1~o8~~~~e Government-the abolition of slavery and the dissolu-

At the Presidential election of 1844 the Democratic party was 
successful. James K. Polk was elected President and George M. 
Dallas Vice·President. J'he people were ·deceived, at least in 
some sections of the country, into the belief that the Democratic 
party, if restored to power, would not disturb the Whig tariff of 
1S42. The rallying cry in Pennsylvania was, "Polk and Dallas, 
and the tariff of 1812." 

THE TARIFF OF lWl. 

Reversing entirely the policy of the previous Administration 
upon the tariff, the principal recommendation of President Polk 
in his firat annual message was for a revision of the tariff of 
duties on imports, with a view to a reduction of the rates of duty 
and a consequent withdrawal of the nrotection to industry af-
forded by the tariff of 1842. .. 

With the election of a Democratic President, the Damocrats 
secured a majority in both Housesof Congress, and the recommen­
dation of the President was promptly adopted by Congress. A new 
tariff bill, on a plan drawn up by the Secretary of the Tre1sury; 
Mr. Walker, was enacted, after a protracted discussion, by a 
vote of 114 to 94 in the House, and by 28 to 27 in the Senate. On 
a motion to disch':Lrge a committee to whom the bill was re· 
ferred for amendment, the Senate was equally divided, when 
Mr. Dallas: the Vice·President, gave the casting vote in the 
affirmative, and the bill was passed, to take effect December 1, 
1846. The tariff of 1846, while called a revenue tariff, was not 
such a tariff as is now advocated by the Democratic party. 
Under it discrimination was made in favor of American indus­
tries. Under the tariff act of 1842 the average rate of dutiable 
articles was 33rlo per cent. Under the act of 1846 it was cut 
down to 26f0~ per cent. 

ANOTHER DEMOCR.ATIO DEFEAT. 

Again, in 1848, as in 1840, while Democratic division made 
Whig succession possible, the action of the Democratic party in 
repealing the Whig protective tariff act of 18!2 and passing the 
tariff for revenue act of 1846, contributed to its defeat, and helped 
to bring about the election of Taylor and Fillmore, the Whig 
candidates for President and Vice-President. That it was well 
understood that the protective policy had again triumphed at 
the polls is sufficiently evidenced by the inaugural address and 
the first message of President Taylor and the subsequent mes­
sages oi President Fillmore. 
RESTORATION OF PROTECTIVE DUTIES RECOMME..'WED BY PRESIDENT T.AY· 

LOR. 

In his inaugural address President Taylor said: 
It shall be my study to recommend such constitutional measures to Con­

gress as may be necessary and proper to secure encouragement and protec­
tion to the grea.t interests of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, to 
improve our rivers and harbors, to provide for the speedy extinguishment 
of the public debt, to enforce a strict accountability of all otllcers ot the 
Government, and the utmost economy in all public expenditures. 

In his first annual message, sent to Congress December 4,1849, 
he said: . 

I recommend a revision of the existing tarilf. and its a.djust~ent on a 
basis which may augment the revenues. I do not doubt the right or duty of 
Congress to encoura~e domestic industry, which is the great source of na.-
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tional, as well as individual wealth and prosperity. llook to the wisdom 
and patriotism of Congress for the adoption of a system which may place 
home labor at last on a sure and permanent footing ; and by due encourage­
ment or manufactures, give a new and increased stimulus to agriculture, 
and promote the development of our vast resources, and the extension of 
our commerce. Believing that to the attainment of these ends (as well as 
the means of augmentation of the revenues to the prevention of frauds) a 
system of specific duties is best adapted, I strongly recommend to Congress 
the adoption of that system, fixing the duties at rates high enough to a!Iord 
subStantial and su:mcient encouragement to our industry, and at the same 
time so adjusted as to insure s~ability. 

Vice-President .Millard Fillmore, upon the death of President 
Taylor, succeeded to the Presidency. Upon the question of the 
taritf he pursued the policy of the Whig party, as marked out 
:,y his predecessor; butthewantof a Whig majority in Congress, 
and an unfortunate division of Whig members over the slavery 
a uestion, rendering a return to the protective policy impqssible. 
The act of 1849 was therefore continued in force, causing large 
importations of foreign merchandise, the prostration of our in­
dustries, and the constant drain of gold from this country to pay 
the balance of trade against us. 

In his first annual message, President Fillmore, discussing the 
tariff, sa,id: 

I therefore strongly recommend . a modification of the present tariff, 
which has prostrated some of our most important and necessary manufac­
tures. and that specific duties be imposed, sufficient to raise t ile requisite 
revenues. and making such discrimination in favor of the industrial pursuits 
of our own country as to encourage home production without excluding 
foreign competition .. 

In his second annual message he effectually disposed of the 
arguments that low duties upon imports will increase the de­
mand for our agricultural products abroad in the following lan­
guage: 

The policy which dictated a low rate on foreign merchandise was thought 
by those who promoted and established it, would tend to benefit the farming 
population of this country by increasing the demand, and raising the price 
ot agricultural products in foreign markets. The foregoing facts, howev~r. 
seem to show, incontestably, that no such result has followed the adoption 
of this policy. On the contrary, notwithstanding the repeal of the re­
strictive corn laws of England, the foreign demand for the products of 
American farmers has steadily declined since the short crops and conse­
quent famine in a. portion of Europe have happily been replaced by full 
crops and a comparative abundance of food. 

How conclusive is this to show that our foreign market de­
pends upon the world's supply and demand, on the character of 
the crops throughout the world, and is not affected either by 
protective or revenue duties. In the same message, alluding to 
the production of gold in California, he said: 

The production of gold in California for the last year seems to promise a 
large supply of that metal through that quarter for some time to come. 
This large annual increase or the currency of the world must be attended 
with its usual results. These have been already partially disclosed in the 
enhancement of prices, and the rising spirit or speculation and adventure, 
tending to overtrading as well at home as abroad. Unless some salutary 
check shall be given to these tendencies it is to be feared that importations of 
foreign goods beyond a healthy demand in this country will lead to a sudden 
<irain or the precious metal from us, and most disastrous consequences to 
the business and capital of the American people. 

In his third annual message he sa.id: 
Without repeating the arguments contained in my former message in 

favor of discriminating protective duties, I deem it my duty to call your at­
tention to one or two other considerations affecting this subject. The first 
is the effect of large importations of foreign goods upon our currency. 
Most of the gold of California, as fast as it is coined, finds its way directly to 
Europe in payment for goods purchased. In the second place, as our manu­
facturing mterests are broken down by competition with foreigners, the 
capital invested in them is lost, thousandsof honestandindustriouscitizens 
are thrown out of employment, and the farmer, to that extent, is deprived 
of a home market for the sale of his surplus products. 

In the third place, the destruction of our manufactures leaves the foreigner 
without competit ion jn our own market, and he consequently raises the price 
of the articles sent here for sale, as is now seen in the increased cost of iron 
imported from England. The prosperity and welfare of every nation must 
depend upon its productive industry. 'l'he farmer is stimulated to industry 
by finding a ready market for his surplus products, and benefited by being 
able to exchange them, without loss of time or expense of importation, for 
manufactures which his comfort and convenience require. This is always 
done to the best advantage where a portion of the community in which he 
lives is engaged in other pursuits. 
PRESIDENTPffiRCE REVERSES THE POLICY OF HIS PREDECESSOR, AND URGES 

A STILL FURTHER REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 

Again, at the Presidential election of 1852, the Democratic 
party was successful, and the Democratic idea of the tariff question 
prevailed. President Pierce, in his first annual message, said: 

The second of the above-mentioned objects-

The application of the revenue to the discharge of the pub­
lie debt and the reduction of the revenue-
that of the reduction of the revenue, is of great importance, and the plan 
suggested by the Secretary of the Treasury, which is to reduce the duties on 
certain articles, and to add to the free list many articles now taxed, and 
especially such as enter into manufactures and are not largely, or at all, 
produced in this country, is commended to your candid and careful con­
sideration. 

In his second annual messag_e of December 4, 1854, he said: 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury presents a series of tables 

showing the operation of the revenue system for several successive years, 

and as the general principle of reduction of duties, with a view to revenue 
and not protection, may now be regarded as a settled policy of the country, 
I trust that little difficulty will be encountered in settling the details of a 
measure to that effect. 

In his third annual message, he said: 
It is now generally conceded that the purpose of revenue alone can justify 

the imposition of duties on imports: that in readjusting the import duties 
and schedules, which unquestionably require essential modifications, a de­
parture from the principles of the present tar.itr is not anticipated. 

Again, in his fourth annual message of December 2, 1856, he 
said, after referring to the revenues: 

These consid~rations will justify a reduction of the revenue from customs 
so as not to exceed for ty-eight or fifty millions. I think the exigency for 
such reduction is imperative, and again urge it upon the consideration of 
Congress. 

THE REVENUE TARIFF OF 1857. 

In February, at the second session of the Thirty-fourth Con­
gress, a briff bill was passed to carry out the recommendations 
of the President. It passed the Senate by a vote of 38 to 8, and 
the House by 124 to 71. Existing rates of duties were consider­
ably reduced. The reduction upon distilled spirits and cordials 
was 60 per cent. Duties upon most manufactured articles of 
wool and iron were reduced 6 per cent. Wool, costing not more 
than 20 cents per pound, unmanufactured brass and copper, tea 
and coffee, dyestuffs, prints and spices, books, and apparatus for 
schools and public institutions, and other articles were placed 
upon the free list. This act went into force July 1, 1857. The 
effect of this reduction of duties upon articles coming in compe­
tition with similar articles produced in this country was the 
same as had been produced by all previous tariff legislation which 
either in whole or in part had removed protection from our in­
dustries. 

The very moderate prosperity we had enjoyed under the tariff 
of 1846, and in consequence of conditions in Europe which had 
afforded us an unusually profitable market abroad for our sur­
plus products, the expenditure by the Government of large sums 
to carry on the Mexican war, and the great yield of gold by the 
mines of California was destroyed. Our Treasury was depleted; 
our industries were suspended; our public works stopped; labor 
was deprived of employment, and the country was plunged into 
bankruptcy and ruin. Poverty and distress were univers:il. Al­
though, as I have said, the new tariff act only went into effect 
on the 1st of July, 1857, the great financial crash of 1857 almost 
immediately followed, and by the 2d of December following, a 
period of five months and two days, the condition of the country 
had become so alarming as to require a Democratic President to 
present it to Congress in the most graphic languag-e, and this 
most disastrous condition of our industries, our finances, and our 
revenues continued as long as the Democratic party controlled 
the Government. 
A DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENT COMPELLED TO CALL THE ATTENTION OF CON· 

GRESS TO THE ALARMING CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY, PRODUCED :BY 
FREEJXRADE LEGJSLATION. 

President Buchanan, in his first annual message, alluded to 
the then condition-of the country in the following language: 

In the midst of unsurpassPd plen•y in all the productions of agriculture, 
and in all the elements of national wealth, we find our manufactories sus­
pended, om· public works retarded, our enterprises of different. kinds aban­
doned, and thousands of useful laborers thrown out of employment andre­
duced to want. The revenue of the Government, which is chiefiy derived 
from duties on imports from abroad, has been greatly reduced, whilst the 
appropriations made by Congress at its last session for the cmTent fiscal 
year are very large in amount. 

In his second annual message he again refers to the unsatis­
factory condition of the country, and in attempting to give the 
causes, said: 

The people were obliged to restrict themselves in their purchases to arti­
cles of prime necessity. In the general prostration of business the iron 
manufacturers in ditferent States probably :suffered more than any other 
class, and much destitution was the int>vitable consequence among a great 
number of workmen who had been employed in this useful branch of indus­
try. There could be no supply where there was no demand. To present an 
example-there could be no demand for railroad iron after our magnificent 
system of railroadb, extending its benefits to every portion of the Union, 
had been brought to a dead pause. The same consequences have resulted 
from similar causes to many other branches of useful manufactures. It is 
self-evident t.hat where there is no ability to purchase manufactured arti­
cles these can not be sold, and consequently must cease to be produced. 

And subsequently, discussing the financial condition of the 
country, he said: 

In connection with this subject it is proper to refer to our financiat con­
dition. The same ca~es which have produced pecuniary distress through­
out the country have so reduced the amount of imports from foreign coun­
tries that the revenue has proved inadequate to meet the necessary ex­
penses of the Government. To supply the deficiency, Congress, by act of 
December 23, 1857, authorized the issue of !20,000,000 of Treasury notes; and 
this proving inadequate, they authorized, by the act of June 14, 1858, a loan 
oU20,1100,000 to be applied to the payment or appropriations made by.law. 

No statesman would advise that we should go on increasing the national 
debt to meet the ordinary expenses of the Government. This would be a most 
ruinous policy. In case of war our credit must be our chief resource. at least 
for the first ;year, and this would be greatly impaired by having contracted 
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a un·ge debt in time o! peace. It is our true policy to increase our revenue 
so as to equal our expenditures. It would be ruinous to continue to borrow. 
Besides, it may be proper to observe that the incidental protection thus 
afforded by a. revenue tariff would, at the present moment, to some extent 
increase the confidence ot the manufacturing interests and give a fresh 
impulse to our reviving business. 

In his third annual message, sent to Congress December 19, 
1859, referring to the fact th t, from the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, it was probable there would be a deficiency 
of revenues, and advising against further loans, he s11.id: 

Should such a deficiency occur, as I apprehend, I would recommend that 
the n ecessary revenue be raised by an increase or our -present duties on im­
ports. 

In his last annual message, sent to Congress the 3d of Decem­
ber, 1860, he said: 

Kt is now quitt3 evident that the financial interests or the Government will 
require a modification of the tariff during the present session, for the pur-
pose o! increasmg the revenue. • 

On March 3,1859, the last day of the Congress, President Buch­
anan sent to Congress a special message, from which I take the 
following: 

An inlperative sense of duty compels me to make an appeal to Congress to 
preserve the credit of the country. This is the last day of the present Con­
gress, and no provision has yet been made for the payment of appropr.ia­
tions and to meet the outstanding Treasury notes issued under authonty 
of law. 

From the information which has alreJ.dy'been communicated to Congress 
by the SecretaTY of the Treasury it is manifest that the ordinary receipts into 
the Treasm·y, even under the most favora ble circumstances, will scarcely 
meet the ordinary expenses o! the Government during the remainder or the 
present fiscal year, ending the 30th of June. At that time nearly eighteen 
millions of Treasury notes Will have become due, and many of those not yet 
doe are daily paid tor d nties at the dmerent ports, and there will be no means 
in tho Treasurylto meet them. Thus the colllltry, which is iull of resources, 
will be dishonored before the world ; and t ha American people, who are a 
debt-paying people, will be disgraced by the omission, on our part, to do our 
duty. 

These recommendations for increased duties upon imports, 
forced from a Demo01·atic President by the condition of our in­
dustl·ies and our finances, are remarkable when it is remembered 
that the Democratic party, then and now, deny that the then 
distressed condition of the country and the condition of the 
Treasury were caused by the tariff for revenue only of 1846 and 
1&:>j· and have even gone so far as to allege that the ~ountry 
prospered under and in consequence of that legislation. 

A REVIEW OF THE TARIFF LEGISLATIOS PRIOR TO 1851. 

Reviewing the history of tariff legislation prior to 1861, humili­
ating as the fact is, the act of 1833, by which protection to our in­
dustries was gradually removed, was pastied at the behest ol the 
South, enforced by the threat of disunion. Henry Clay, who had 
been an eloquent and constant advocate of the American system, 
explained his course in proposing a compromise by referring to 
the treasonable threats of South Carolina, and by ·saying that if 
the friends oi protection did not then yield to the demand for a 
modification of the tariff, that at another Congress the opponents 
of the system would be strong enough to destroy it. 

It appe3.rs that the tariff legislation of 1824: and 1828, under 
which the count1·y enjoyed an era ol prosperity unexampled in 
our history, during which every industry flourished , everyone 
was employed) individual and national prosperity assured, and 
the Treasury was overflowing, was overthrown at the command 
of Southern slaveholders, who emphasized their command with 
treasonable threats; overthrown because also of the fears of the 
friends of the prot3ctive system, who, to appease the South, 
abandoned their principles by making unreasonable concessions. 
The disJ.Sters to the industries ol the country which followed 
the compromise a{}t of 18;{3 produced a political revolution, 
brought the Whigs into power, who, in 1842, enacted a protect­
ive tariff, which started the country again on a career of pros­
perity, revived old industries, started new ones, and furnished 
employment to laborers.. Upon the accession, however, of the 
Democratic party to power, at the demand ol the South, aDem­
ocratic Congress again in 18:!6 struck do.vn protection; and the 
policy of maintllning a t:ll'iff for the protection of American 
labor and American industries did not again prevail until the 
Republicm party came into power. · 

It was not until after the enactment of the act of 1828 that the 
Southern opposition to the tariff assumed importance. Mr. Cal­
houn, as we have seen, had favored the tariff of 1816, with the 
avowed purpose of protecting American manufactures, but he 
now changed his position. It had become apparent that manu­
factures could not b .., conducted with slave labor, and, therefore, 
could not be established or profitably maintained in the South, 
and that protection helped to build up the industries of the 
North. The politicians of the South followed the lead of Calhoun. 
From that time forward hostility to the protective tariff and the 
extension of Slavery bec!lme the leading principles of the politi­
cal creed of the SouthernDemocraey. The Southe1•n hostility to 
the tariff produced the nullification acts ol South Carolina., and 
threatflned the dissolution of the Union. 

THE CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY FROM lMG TO 1861. 

The period from 1846 to 1861 is cited by the advocates of a 
tariff for revenue only as a prosperous period under a tariff for 
revenue with incidfmtal protect ion. There were exceptional 
causes which prevented our industries from feeling at onco the 
full effect of the changes in the ts.riff; and the supposed prosperity 
of the country has been greatly exaggerated. From 18-!7 to 18tH 
the balance of trade against us was more than $431,000,000, and 
there were but two ye:trs in the whole period when the balance 
trade was in our favor. 

Under ordinarycircum tances the country could not have paid 
this balance for a single year without producing great financial 
as well as business derangement. But the di:3covery of gold in 
C lliornia and the great yield of that metal from 1848 to 1860 
enabled us to pay the balance of tra.de agdinst us. We were, 
however, thereby deprived of the beneficial effect of the great 
production of gold, and Europe received in exchange for her 
products almost the entire yie ld of our mines. 

The large importations of foreign goods under the ta.riff of 
18!6 not only prevented the development and prosperity of our 
manufactories, but the fo reign m9.rket for our agricultural prod­
ucts was not greatly increru:ud on account of our larger importa­
tions. The English corn laws were repenled in 1816. The Mex­
ican war caused the expenditure among our people of manv mil­
lionsin excess of the ordinary expenses of the Government ... The 
famine in Ireland and the revolutions in Europe followed in 18! , 
which so disturbed the industries oi Europe that expo1·tations to 
the United States were limited, while an incraased demand was 
created abroad for our surplus agricultural products. 

From 1846 to 1861 we exported only65,440,173bushels of wheat: 
while during a single year, the year 1872, under protection, we 
exported 12,000,00U bushels-6,000,000 more in a sin~le ye.1r than 
the aggregate exports of the entire fifteen years under a reve­
nue tariff. In each of the ye:u-s 1880, 1831, 1 82, 1 85,1831, and 
1891 we exported more wheat than we exported during the 
wh~~Jeriod from 18:1:6 to 1861 under the Walker t 9.riff. Mr. 
Me · ey, in a public speech at Beatrice, Nebr., May 2, 1892, 
stafed that-

Weoxported in a single year mora wheat than was exporte:i !rom 1790 to 
1861 a period o! seventy-one years. More wheat in a single year than during 
all the years from Washington to Lincoln. · 

I can not do better in discussing the causes which contributed 
to our very moderate prosperity for the ten years succeeding the 
tariff of 1846, than to quote the utterances of one or our most 
distinguished statesmen, from a speech made by James G. 
Blaine at New York City during the Presidential election of1888. 
.He shted the C1Luses which contributed to postpone the culmina­
tion of the disastrous effects of the tl.riff of 1846, as follows: 

-THE EVIL DAY PUT OFF BY SPECIAL CA.USES. 

Great apprehension was felt by Whigs and Democrats alike as to what 
e1rect the tarur o! 18!6 would have upon the induscrial interests of the 
country. The -protectionists expected that bad r esults would be visible 
within a year, but an extraordinary series ot incidents, or accidents, if you 
please, postponed the evil day. Coeval with President Polk's approval of 
the t a.ritr bill came the declaration of war with Mexico. That led to a. de­
mand of more than 10),000 men !or enlistment and camp-followers. and 
caused an outlay or $l50.000,00J beyond the ordinary expenditures of the 
Government within the ensuing two years .. Before he great stimulus given 
to al l departments or trade by these large disbursements began to lessen a 
grea.t.!amine occurred in Ireland. That led to an altogether unprecedented 
export of breadstuffs. and that, of course. brought large shipments o! money 
from Europe. Before the effect produr,ed on our trade by the famine had 
ceased the European rey-olution of 1818 began, and trade and manufactures 
over the whole continent, from Madrid to St. Petersburg, were disturbed. 
and in many cases thrown into hopeless confusion and panic. This stopped 
importations and gave to the American manufacturer a !a.r larger field than 
he could have had 1! a normal condition of business hl\d existed in Europe. 

TBJ!:N CA.ME !£HE DISCOVERY OF GOLD. 

While these causes were in run operation and were producing a prodigious 
e.ft'ect upon our prosperity the whole country was electrifiei, a.t the close of 
the yea.r 1848. by the ti::lin~s that gold had been discovered in California, 
which we had acquired only a. few months be!orefromMexico. The precious 
metals fiowed to us in rich streams from the Pa.citlc Slope !or the next six 
years and opened avenues of trade unknown before. It drew young and 
vigorous men by hundreds or thousands from the older States, and gave to 
this great metropolis of the continent, the city of New York, an impulse 
the like of which it had never experience:i before. 

It was a. historic epoch in the advan cement of the country, and when, at 
the beginning of t854, the output or gold showed signs or declme, a. European 
war supplied !resh stimulus to the trade or the United States. The three 
leading powers of Europe, as powers were then reckoned, England, France, 
and Russia, eng:\ged in a giants' contest on the shores of the Black Sea. and 
t-he confusion which resulted throughout Europe for the next two and a half 
years atrorded a rich harvest for tile United States. Peace came in 1856. 
The spindles and wheels and looms, the forges and factories and furnaces of 
Great Britain and France were set going with renewed energy. The seas 
were once more unvexed an:l Rus~ia. poure::l forth her grain in the .m.arketSI 
of wes t-em Europe to compete witll the shipments from ~erica.. 

RESULTS O.i' DELUSIVE PROSPERITY. 
The last of the causes which has contributed to out prospenty in these ten 

years o! happy '&ccident w:u at an end and its course had so deluded our 
people with the Democratic fallacy that a low tariff leads to prosperity as 
surely as a protective tari.ft', that in the spring of 1856 Congress passed a brief 
taritf act lowering the duties still farther, and the United States set forth to 
depend upon its own energies, with a taritf that brought it directly in 
competition with the low-priced labor or Europe. We were no longer sus· 
tained by some extraordinary accident hke war, or famine, or revolution 
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abroad, or the discovery of vast deposits of the precious metals at home. I 
need not tell the result. The panic of 1857 came upon the country with 
crushing and disastrous e:ltect. Every interest was prostrated, and a Demo­
cratic President, within a year from the end of the last, of the extraneous 
causes that helped us, was compelled in h is message to ·congress to portray 
the disastrous condition or the country in as strong colors as even protec­
tionists would have painted. Mr. Buchanan said: 

"With uns11rpassed -plenty in all tne elements of national wealth, om• 
manufacturers have suspended, our public works ·areTetarded, our-private 
enterprises of different kinds are abandoned, 1md thousands of useful labor­
ers Me thrown out or em-ployntenli and reduced to want." 

And that was the downfall of the famous tariff of 1846. When left to stand 
a.lone it stood just one year. The people bad not sufficiently heeded 'the tte­
,nendous influence of the accidental causes 'I nave cited, a;nd mistakenly be· 
lle-ved thalithe ten years of prosperii;y were due to a low revenue tarifr. 

·1 will add the testimon,y of one more witness as to the effect of 
the tariff act of 1846 on-our industries and the wages ·oi labor. I 
read a letter from William Welch to the Boston Herald of Octo­
ber 5, of the "PI'esemt year: 
i'ARIFF AND W.A.GE8-LABOR WORKED SEVENTY-TWO HOURS A WEEK ,FORTY­

SEVEN YEARS AGO AND FO:R LESS :MONEY. 

HoPED .ALE, MAss., 'October 5, 1893. 
To the Editor: 
In your issue of September .27-are a few linesihea.ded "Its Tarifr Record." 

Among other things the article sa._ys: 
"Let it now make the Democratic tariffs of 1846 and 1857its model, andre­

new the achievement which ·compelled enthusiastic -praise from e-ven the 
strongest of its political opponen"ts." 

I was about 12 years of a;e in lSlii and worked in acot.ton millin Rhode Is­
land, and received $2 a week for doffing. The wages paid in the cotton mills 
at that timeweretully50 per cent lowertlum]>aid for the-same work to·day. 
Back boys received $1.25 a. week; .mule :spinners did not, avera.ge$7 per week. 
Weavers on lour1ooms did not average over $3.50per week. lt was a very 
good overseer who received over 9 a week. Good mechanics could not earn 
o>er 'I!S a week. Card strippers only received 58 cents a. day, and 1lhey were 
men; card grinders .trom .U.50 to $5 a week. We all worked Eeventy-two 
hours a wee1r. The bes t flour was '$7 a barrel at retail. Sugar was at least 
one-third dearer than now. .Prints were 12 cents a yaril, and everything in 
clothing was equally as high. 

These wages and prices continued ti111857, when nearly all .the mills shut 
down and ther-e was little worl~ to be had. Soup houses were established 
in the cities, and .in the towns mill.IJ6ople were assisted by the town. In the 
spring of 1858 business looked a litt-le brighter and the1actories &gain began 
to·start. Our wages were reduced 25per cent. There was no further change 
till ·about the ·second year of the war, since which tiine wages have been 
higher and people have had batter food and better clothing than ever before. 

Doffers receive on an a. verage ~!.50 a week, back boys from $3 'to $5, and 
mule spinnet'B earn tram $11 'to $15, and some even more. Weavers average 
over $6 per week, and overse rs $3.50 a day the country over Mechanics 
command, or have until within a few months, !ti2.50 a day. .Card strippers 
get-Sl.O:> a day, and card grinders from !9to $10.50 per week. Now they work 
58 hours a week in Massachusetts and 60 in the other States. Provisions, 
clothing, and in 1'act everything, is at least 40 .Per cent :lower than in 1846 
and 1857. 

Can it be that the Herald -wants the laboring -people to be reduced -to -the 
condition they were in 184.6 and 1857? Such would seem to be the case by a.d­
voca.ting a. return -of t'he tariff which brought about such a. distressful st.ate 
of affairs. I am at a loss to understand how the Herald, of which I have 
been a reader for many years, and which has .always seemed -rair in its dis­
cussions or public mat.ters,· should advise a state of a:lta1rs-so deplorable as 
that or 1846 ana 1857. 

WILLIAM WELCH. 
OUR INDUSTB.IAL SYSTEM .AT .THE :M:E:RC:Y OF ..FREE !r.RAIIEBS. 

How long the South, if it had 'been -less .aggressive on the 
slavery question, could ha.ve •Controlled the Democratic partv 
and the ·Government, and have maintained a tar.i::ff..foril'evenue 
only, with a ·selfis'h regard for the cotton-;plamter.s of the South. 
and a total disregard for the welfare of the free laborers of ;the 
North, whom the slaveholders contemptuously called "mud 
sils, n is uncertain; it, however, nat only determined to lilaintain 
a tariff ·w hieh would prevent the develo,pmen t of theN orthern 
States and "the prosperityroi :the laboring ·classes.of "the North, 
·but it determined nlso to maintain the :system of :slavery .and -to 
force its extension into the Territories, :to ll'equire rthe ·ca-pture 
and r eturn of escaped negro slaves by the people of the North, 
against their convictions of right. Tbe :time came, .howevcer, 
when the Sonth could not ~control the Northern .contingent of 
the Democratic party upon the subject of sla-very. 
. The party then di vi dad; .and -the party oi tibert_y and protec­

tion the party opposed to the further spre~ of :slaveTy, tri­
umphed, and Abraham Lincoln became President of the United 
States. Then that portion of the Democratic party whlch so 
long had controlled and shaped its destinies SHiW 'that the scepter 
of its power had departed and it attempted ;to destr.oyiihe Union. 
Grave Senators who had taken an oath to support the Constitu­
tion of the United Btates conspired against the Gnvernment, 
resigned their offices, .and joined the Confederacy. 

Officers of the Army and of the Navy, educated ra;t-public ex­
pense, living off of its bounty, and un.der moral and legal obli­
gations ·to maintain its honor, glory, and integrity, deserted the 
service of the Government to join -the Tanks of traitors. States 
pas~ed reso~ution~ of sece3si~n. The flag wasfued np:::m.. The 
Umon was Imperiled. President Buchanan asserted that there 
was no power under the Constitution to suppress rebellion. The 
Republican party came into power. President Lincoln was in­
augurated, and announced hii3 intention to errforce the laws and 
maintain the Union. He called for -volunteers, and from the 
Atlant~c 'to th~ Pacific .a wave of patriotism swep't the North, 
gatherwg up the men who had. been sneeringly called the "mud 

sills" of -society 1 and hurried them to .the defense of the national 
capital and of the Union. The war on one side was waged for 
the preser-vation and extension of slavery: for free trade, for 
servile 1abor, for a ~ystern which degraded labor and lowered 
the standard of manhood: on the other, for freedom, the Union, 
and for protection: for the system which dignifies labor and ele­
vates and ennobles the laborer. 

The senior Senator .from Connecticut some time ago in a. speech 
in the Senate said, substantially, that in the gre!l.t contest which 
followed there could have bee-n read between tbe stars and b.ll's, 
as they floated at the .head of the Confederate forces, the words 
"Sla-very and free trade;)) and between the st3.rs and stripes 
upon the flag of the Union, as it was borne ·by the boys in blue 
to victory, the words '• Liberty and protection." The cause of 
liberty and protection triumphed, the latter to be overthrown 
again in 1892 by the inst3.llat1on of tbe Democratic party-the 
same Democratic party as of old, in complete control of the 
South, dictating the "tariff 'PolicY of the country, administerinO' 
the beneficence of the Government, and me suring out th~ 
gratitude of the nation to the men w.ho risked their lives and 
imperiled their health to put down the· rebellion. 

".('he Republican party ca.me into power with an empty Treas­
ury., with an impoverished country, under a !'Avenue s_ystem 
which neither protected American industries nor furnished suf­
ficient revenue for the economical conduct of the Government; 
when. the Governme~t was withou.t credit, and when our bonds, 
draWing 12 per cent rnterest sold m the markets of the world at 
17 per cent discount. When treason stalked openly in the land 1 

t~e Na~ona1 Capital was in jeopardy, the Union on the verge of 
diSsolution, the Navy scattered, our arsenals plundered, the 
Treasury robbed, the whole GoveTnment service poisoned with 
treason, -without money, without credit. without a Navy, with­
out an a~y or munitions ·of war, the Republican party took 
contrQl of the Government. It manned the ship ·of st:1te, with 
President Lincoln at the helm, and with c.onrage, with ioyalty 
to the Union and r.epublican inBtitutions, with a belief in the 
justice of its cause, with confidence 'that in the end right would 
prevail, -with ·hope -and patience and determmation. it entered 
upon the gigantic tastr ·of preserving the Umon and oi 'Ilestoring 
the industries of the country. It raised immense armies, it pro­
vided a navy, it raised the funds necessary "to carry on the war, 
it subdued the rebellion, and preserved the Union. 

But it did more. Thoug'h hostile armies ·tra-verBed and re­
traversed portions uf ihe Union destt·oying indus tries and prop­
erty and devastating-the -country, though millions of men were 
withdra:vn from industrial and ·productive pursuits tD engagein 
destructive and deadly warfare, though hundreds or thousands 
of lives were freel_y-offered usa sa.orifice nponthe country's altar, 
thoug'h thousands of millions ·df dollars w.eTe expended to sup­
port and maintain an army and na-vy, it brought prosperity out 
afruin and disorder. It startedtbewheels'of indnstr_y. It~gave 
employment to la;bor. Tt established "the credit of -the Govern­
ment. It-paid im:mensesums i1l the reduction·of the public debt. 
It .brought about ·a period oi prosperity which, with slight in­
terruptions consequent ·.tqmn the inflation of the cnrrency and • 
the return "'to specie :IJeym.ents, con tinned for ne~n"ly a third ·uf a 
centur_y: a period :of ]ll'Ogress in all that .makes a nation great 
and powerful and its people Jll'.Osperous '3ii1d happy, such as was 
never before witnessed in any country. 

It adopted a policy which has healed the 1.ndustrial-wounds 
caused by ib-ewar, which has brought e-very portion af the coun­
tr_y into c1oser-re1attons of "trade and commerce and mutual in­
terest: which has c::tusea 'the civilization wbich three-quarters 
of a century ago rolled across the Alleghanies to sweep overtbe 
Mississippi Valley and over the great,plains and the Rocky Moun­
tains, to find its western barrier only in the Pacific Ocean; w h'ich 
has caused the continent tobespanned by a.net.work o.f railroads 
reaching every 'Productive quarter, and the once American des­
ert to he converted into homes of millions or free, intelligent, 
andba'J)py people, and to be car-ved up intowealthy,prosperous., 
and po_pulous States of -;the Union; which has caused .great mer­
cantile and .manufacturing 'Centers to grow up in ·ever_y portion 
of the Union, giving profitable-employment tom.illionsof Ameri­
can citiz-ens, and by domestic competition "to-decrease the :cost of 
lhi.ng by decreasing the .price -of many oi the neoessities ·oflif-e; 
which has caused the capit.al, the skill, and the energy of the 
North to invade the South to open .mines of useful metals, to 
erect factories and .mills, and secure the prosperity of that .sec-
tion. -

THE D:ISA:S~ROUS -RESULT OF !l'HE DEMOCRATIC VICTORY O"F 1892. 

After nearly a third of a century, during which, with the ex­
ceptionohme Presidential term, and then there was aRepublican 
majority in the Senate, the Republican party was in control of 
the Gov.e:r.n:m:ent, the Democratic :party secured control of both 
branches ·of Dongress .and :elected the Chief Magistrate of the 
Nation. In its national convention it was demonstrated that the 
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South was again in control. The party was committed by its 
platform to the ultra Southern view of the britf; and the same 
causes which in 18-U induced President Harrison to convoke 
CongreEs in extraordinary session, forced Mr. Cleveland to call 
a spechl session of Congress, stating as the reason for doing so 
the following: 

Whereas the distrust a.nd apprehension concerning the financial situa­
tion which pervades all business circles has already caused great loss and 
damaf!,e to our people, and threatens to ct•ipple our merchants. stop the 
wheels or manUfacture, bring distress and privation to our farmers, and 
withhold from our workingmen the wage or labor. 

Note the p:1rallels in our history. It will be seen that by Dem­
ocratic control of the Government, and the control of that party 
by the South, by the passage of the compromise act of 1833 under 
threats of disunion, the tariffs of 1824 and 1~28 were stricken 
down, our industl'ies wer3 destroyed, the public revenues dimin­
ished, our finances demoralized, and the country brought to a 
condition which produced a. political revolution and made Gen. 
Harrison President, and that within less than two weeks after 
his inauguration the condition of the country induced him to 
issue a proclamation convoking Congress in special session "to 
consider the weighty questions of the condition of the revenue 
and finances of the country,!' 

TheDemocraticpartyhas come into power again,a.nd, wedded 
to free trade, unwilling to be convincAd by the greJ.t object les­
sonour present industrial condition affords that its tariff theories 
are wrong, denies that the Democratic success and the threat 
of free trade has stricken down our great industrial fabric, and 
deprived millions of our ci.tizens of that employment necessary 
to secure their daily bread· and blind and obtuse as they ever 
have been when dealing with financial questions, our Demo­
cratic friends ransack history, and draw on their imaginations 
for causes to account for existing conditions. But the fact will 
go down·in history to future generations that at the time of the 
last annual message of President Harrison the country enjoyed 
a wonderful degree of prosperity. Every dep:1rtment of human 
industry flourished. Every forge and loom and spindle was in 
operation, labor everywhere was employed, and the country was 
advancing with unabated rapidity in its grand march of civilizar 
tion and of individual and national prosperity. 

As time advanced the extent of the calamity which had over­
taken the cause of protection became app:1rent; it was found 
that no t only had the Democratic party elected a President and 
secured the control of the House of Representatives, but that 
the Senate, which under the previous Adniinistration of Presi­
dent Cleveland, being Republican, had prevented the passage of 
the Mills bill, would be controlled by the Democrats, and that 
there was nothing in the way of the Democratic pa,rty carrying 
into execution the threat and promise contained in its p latform 
to destroy the protective system. When this st1.rtling fact was 
fully realized the wheels of progress were immediately stopped. 
The mills, the furnaces, and the factories were closed. Every 
business industry began to prep:tre for the coming storm. Busi­
ness operations were curtailed. Collections were forced. Con-

• fidence was shaken. Labor was thrown out of employment, banks 
failed, and bankruptcy and ruin everywhere prevailed. 

The contrast between the gene1al prosperity prevailing under 
the Harrison Administration and the business and financial dis­
tress which followed the succession of the Democratic party in 
November last, is admirably shown by the following extracts 
from President Harrison's annual message in December last, 
and the message of President Cleveland transmitted to Con­
gress, convened in extraordinary session on the 8th of August 
last. 
Openingo!PresidentHarrison 's mes­

sage to Congress, December, 18~Z. 
In submitting my annual message 

to Congress I have great satisfaction 
in being able to say that the general 
conditions affecting the commercial 
andindustrialinterestsor the United 
States are in the highest degree fa­
vorable. Acomparisonor the exist­
ing conditions with those or the most 
:favored period in the hjstory of the 
country will, I believe, show that so 
high a degree of prosperity and so 
general a diffusion ol the comforts or 
life were never before enjoyed by 
our people. 

Opening or President Cleveland's 
message to Congress, eight months 
later, August, 18\l3. 
The existence of an alarming ani 

extraordinary business situation, in­
volving the welfare and prosperity or 
all our people, has constrained me to 
call together in extra session the peo­
ple's representatives in Congress, to 
the end that, through a wise and pa.­
triotic exercise of the legislative duty 
with which they are solely charged, 
present evils may be mitigated and 
dangers threatening the future may 
be averted. 

Is not the case complete? Does not our history conclusively 
prove that we have always prospered under a protective tariff, 
and that when the protective policy has been threatened or 
stricken down, individual and national prosperity has been de­
stroyed? 

IS THE PROTECTIVE SYSTEM RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INEQU.A.LlTIES OF 
WEALTH? 

Our Democratic friends delight to contrast the wealth of the 
New England States, of New York and Pennsylvania, and other 

old States ~her~ manufactures flourish and where grea.t centers 
of trade eXIst, with that of the new States of the Union and that 
of the Southern and Western States, which are almost exclu- • 
sivel.y devofif?d to agriculture, and to argue from the comparison . 
!hat .mequ:1.hty of wealth is ca;used by unjust legislation-by leg­
IslatiOn which promotes the mterests of the few ins~ad of that 
of the many. This is a superficial view. of the subjeet. 

If our friends would ad vance further into the S'.Lbject they 
would find that this inequality is mainly the r i3sult of n:~.tural 
causes and is capable of a satisfactory explanation. 'rhe wealth · 
of the New England States, of New York, P ennsyhania, Delar 
ware, and other manufacturing States has been ao.eumulating 
for t wo hundredyears. Much of it had been accumulated when 
all the States of the Northwest were still a wilderness, without . 
a trace of civilization. It represents the accumulations of labor 
for more than two centur ies. Wealth invested, money loaned 
out at interest, constantly produces wealth, so that the yearly 
~c~mulati~ns of these old States, with their great manufactur­
mg mdustnes and moneyed corporations, represent not alone 
the wealth created by the labor for the year, but also the in­
crease for vast amounts of property representing the accumula­
tions of the product of labor in past years. 

These great centers of trade in these older States have, from 
natural causes, become the great fields of financial operatiollS, 
the. ,Mecca oi the successful business men of every portion of the 
Umon. The great railroad corporations, no matter where their 
roads are located, have their principal offices in New York and 
Boston, or some one of the great Eastern cities; and the princi­
pal and interest of their bonds and dividends on their stocks are 
made payable there. 

The great trust companies are also located and controlled in 
the great money centers. The great life and fire insurance 
companies, with their accumulated cs.pital, are located there 
ah;o; and as the profitable field for capital and the operations 
of great business enterprises is where canital is accumulated 
and business men congregate, all the great enterprises of the 
country are naturally drawn to these great moneyed business 
centers. -If a mine of the useful or precwus metals is discovered 
in one of the Rocky Mountain States, the discoverer forth­
with goes to New York or Boston to endeavor to interest caoi­
~~ f~r the development of it,. or: for the purpose of selling it; and, 
if It IS successfully worked, It 1s gene1·ally by a corporation la. 
cated m some Eastern city and by Eastern capital. 

If a railroad is projected to furnish the means of transporta­
tion to some remote section of on.e of the Western or SJuthern 
S~tes, the aid of E1stern capital is soug:ht, and. the ro.1d, if 
bmlt, representa Boston, New York, or Philadelphia. capital. If 
a great irrigation ditch is to be constructed for the develop­
ment of agriculture in the arid regions, appeal is made to East­
ern capital to carry on the enterprise. If by some good fortune a 
citizen of one of these Western or Southern States secures wealth 
he naturally drifts East; and though he may still continue t~ 
conduct business in the State he leaves, be becomes a resident 
of New York or Boston, and helps to swell the augregate wealth 
of one of those cities. ~ 

While the New England and the other Eastern States have 
a population which has inherited the accumulated wealth of 
two hundred and fifty years, and its wealth is constantly in­
creasing by the natural and legitimate income derived from its 
investments, and the natural and constant .flow of capital to 
the money centers from every quarter of the Union, the pop­
ulation of the new States of the Northwest is composed largely 
of men who have left the older civilization of the Eas t-to become 
pio~eers ';~POD our western frontier; either young men who have 
not mherited wealth, and who were dependent for a livelihood 
upon the d .1ily labor of their hands, oroldermen who had unsuc­
cessfully struggled to acquire a competence in the older St:ttes 
or who, beginninglifewithacompetence, had been overwhelmed 
with adversity, and, in advanced years, turned to the ne wer 
Stltes or Territories to find a home upon the public dom~in. 

These new StJ.tes, wealthy in the possession of an intelligent, 
enterprising, industrious citizenship. have not the accumula­
tions of preceding ~enerations. Their location and a-dvantages 
do not draw to them the great moneyed estabiishments of the 
Union, and their accumulations of wealth by a natural law are 
constantly drawn to the great money centers. The yearly ac­
cretions of their wealth are mainly from the rewards of labor. 
Their citizens, as a rule, settled there without means. If the 
wealth of the E 'lst had not followed them, and been distributed 
by the much-abused loan agencies, they could not, in many in· 
stances. have provided.- themselves with shelter and the imple­
ments of husbandry. Iftheyh:tve given mortgages then these 
mortgages are evide:nces of prosperity. They show that their 
condition has been so improved that they have property which 
is good securi_ty for loans. The mortgages represent improved 
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farms, modern mplements of .-husbandry. modern homes, 
churches, and schoolhouses. Bv means of money secured on the 
security of "these mortgages, day laborers have become inde­
pendentfarmers,certain means of livelihood secured, and homes 
for families created where contentment and comfort reign. 

Everymie who had carefully considered the matter knew that 
the census investigation. would show just what it did establish­
that m·ortgages, especially upon farms, are, in the main, evi­
dences of -prosperity. They represent the purchase price of 
farms by young men, the purchase price of lands which prosper­
ous farmers have added to their original farms, the cost of val­
uable improvements upon farms, to add to their productiveness 
or the comfort of their owners. They represent improved labor­
saving machinery; and when they ar e not evidence-3 of prosper­
ity they represent in most instances money squandered in idle­
ness and dissipation. Ninety-five per cent of all the mortgages 
in this country represent and were the means of the improved 
condition of the mortgagors. _ 

The continual talking about the unequal distribution of wealth, 
and the causes to which it is attributed by a cla.ss of people in 

- this country not inaptly called "calamity howlers," and the 
continued falsifying of the facts, has for its object the crea tion 
of dissatisfaction with existing conditions, the rendering of per­
sonal and property rights insecure, the weakening of the respect 
of our citizens for law and order, the sapping of the foundcttions 
of republican government. The prosperous and wealthy are 
not alone concerned in the maintenance of law and order and in 
the prosperity of the country. The laboring, dependentcla.Eses, 
above all others, are interested in maintaining a stable govern­
ment, in the maintenance of the laws which provide protection 
to all citizens alike, whether rich or poor, in such protection to 
capital as will secure its active employment in the great indus­
tries of the country which give employment to labor. 

Discussion of propositions for legislative enactments to show 
their effect upon the condition of the people is legitimate and 
desirable; but I denounce the man who, for the purpose of ad­
vancing his own personal interests or the interests of his party, 
appeals to the prejudice of a class and seeks to array one class 
of citizens against another and to mil:!lead the people by false 
statements, as an enemy to his country, deserving no better fate 
than that which has always overtaken men false to their coun­
try, men willing to sacrifice the country for a little temporary­
personal or party an vantage. Concerning such a man we may 
ask, in the language of Addison: 

Is there not some chosen curse, some hidden thunder in the stores of 
Heaven, red with uncommon wrath, to blast the man who owes his great­
ness to his country's ruin? 
THE CONDITION OF FARMERS .AND LABORING MEN UNDER REPUBLICAN RULE 

WAS NOT AS BAD AS REPRESENTED. 

I need not rely upon Republican testimony to show that the 
condition of the farmer and laborer has be~n constantly im­
proving for the last twenty years. The junior Senator from 
Texas was chairman of the House Committee on Ways and 

Means in the Fiftieth Congress and prepared and reported in the 
House the tariff bill which "uore his name and secured its pas­
sage through the House. He is justly considered one of the 
most intelligent and able advocates of a tariff for revenue only. 

In his able speech in the Senate recently in favor of the re­
peal of the purchasing clause of the Sherman law he presented 
a table showing the decline in prices of the products of the agri­
culturist and of articles consumed by farmers and laborers, which 
clearly shows that whatever the causes h ave been the decline of 
prices of articles consumed by farmers and laborers has been 
very much greater than the decline in the prices of agricultural 
products. At the same time he declared, whateveryone knows 
is true, that wages had constantly increased during the whole 
period under consideration. It has rarely been my good fortune 
in discussing a question to draw from an opponent so conclusive 
;m argument to support my conclusions as this present'l.tion of 
the junior Senator from Texas affords. · 

No one will question the accur:1cy of the figures presented. The 
only question upon which there can be a difference of opinion is 
as to what is the cause of the great decline in the price of arti­
cles of necessity. It will be observed that nearly all the articles 
named in the table which farmers buy are dutiable articles, and" 
that--in the brief period of twenty years these prices have de­
clined 50 per cent and in some cases 75 per cent. 

This table proves that domestic competition in the United 
States, which can only be induced under protection from foreign 
chea_p labor products, has been an dis still forcing down the prices 
of domestic products. This decrease in prices occurred under a 
protective tariff. 

Our free-trade friends endeavor to account for this decrease 
and for the prosperity of the co_untry in general by attributing 
it to every other possible cause. They are com!Jelled to admit 
the fact of the grea.t prosperity of the country, and when they 
are unable to account for it they say the country prospers in 
spite of bad legislation. 

The showing made b.v the Senator from Texas as to the prices 
of articles produced by farmers and the prices of articles con­
sumed by ~hem applies with double force to show the improve­
ment in the condition of the laboring cla~ses not engaged in 
agriculture. While, as stated, wages have constantly increased, 
the prices of articles consumed by them, including agricultural 
products, have greatly decreased. The Senator said: 

I ha.va constructed a table which I present here for the consideration of 
the public. I have taken the prices of silver from the report of the Director 
of the Mint. The prices of cotton , corn, wheat, bacon, lard, pork, beer, but­
ter, cheese, ~nd tobacco I have taken from t he Statistical Abstract. These 
are t he articles which the farmer sells. Then I ha. ve taken the articles which 
th9 fa.rmer buys. Some of them are from the Statistical Abstract a.nd others 
from the report of the Committee on Finance; .the freight rates are from 
Poor's Manual, a. standard authority on railway matters. 'l'he articles which 
the farmer buys are refined sugar, nails, iron, coffee, tea, sheeting, drilling 
shirting, standard prints, print cloth, quinine, goblets, window glass under~ 
shirts. ginghams, carpets, pepper, a.nd molasses. I have also included steel 
rails and freight rates. All these articles have fallen since 1873, as is shown 
by the table. · 

Pr-ices of certain products from 1873 to 1891. 
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Prices of ~ertain products Jr.om 1873 to 1891-Continued. 
• 

Articles that farmers bu 

J..< . 
Q) 
A_ ~ g ~ .0 .0 .0 

~ ~ ~ e ~~a~ Years. 

~ ~ i ~ & ~ - ~ ~ 
~ E ~ ~~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ 
~ I'< · $ ~ ~ $ :::: E 
8 ~ a) ~ g: &3 ~ (/3 

I>. .c 

-----------1-~ --1------------------- --·1---1---J..--1--~---1---1---1---1---1---

Gts. Cis. Cts.. Cts, Cts. CtB. cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Ci.s. Cts. Cts. Cts. 
1873' _______ ____________________ 11.6 4.90 $86:00· $120.50 lil 95 13.31 14.13 19.41 11.37 6.69 $2;65 85 3.4{) $J.41 13 $1.14 19 69 2.00 
1874. ____________________ ~----~ 10.5 •3,99 67.00 94.25 20 100 11.42 11.75 18.04 9.75 5.57 2.50 80 2.91 1.25 11 1.02 20 71 
1875 ___________________________ 10.8 3.42 60.oo 68:75 18 ro 10.41 11.12 15.12 8.71 5.33 2.25 70 3.18 1.12 10 .~2 11 10 
18i1i_ __________________________ 10.7 2.98 52.00 59.25 17 55, 8.85 8.71 13.58. 7.08 4.10 2.00 65 3.08 1.00 10 .8~ 1i 55 
1877~ ------------------------- 11.6 2.57 45.00 45.50 20 55 8.46 8.46 12.4.6 6.77 4.38 3.00 50 2.97 .!Jl 8 .81 14 54 
1878 ____ _______________________ 10.2 ~.31 44.00 42.25 17 45 7.80 7.65 11.00 6.00 3.44 3.5{) 45 2.42 .8i 8 .75 12 40 
1879 ................ ~--------- 8.5 2.69 51.00 48.25 14. 4.0 7.97 7.57 11.62 6.25 3.93 3.60 4G 2.42 .83 8 .ff/ 12 36 
1880: __________________________ 9.0 3.68 _60.00 67.50 15 40 8.51 8.51 12.74 7.41 4.51 3.00 4.0 2.42 .83 9 .85 14 53 'i~26 
1881! ___ ' _______________________ 9.2 3.09 58.00 61.13 13 35 8.51 8.06 12.74 7.00 3.95 2.60 35 2.12 .83 8 .75 14 43 1.25 
1882 __ _____________ ____________ 9.7 3.47 61.00 ~.50 10 35 7.45 8.25 12.95 6.50 3.76 2.45 35 2.12 .79 9 .78 17 50 1.23 
18~!3--------------------------- 9.2 3.05 50.00 37.75 8 33 8.3'~ 7.11 12.93 6.00 3.60 1.80 35 2.29 .79 8 .74 16 52 1.22--
1884 ___________________________ 7.1 2.39 44.00 30:75 11 33 7.28 6.86 10.46. 6.00 3.36 1.43 33 2.16 .75 7 .66- 15 50 1.12 
1885 ___ ________________________ 6.4- 2.33 4.0;00 28.50 9 33 6.75 6.36 10.37 6.00 3.12 .83 30 1.91: . 70 6 . . 58 14 45 1.0-1 
1886 .. _________________________ 6.7 2.27143.00 34-.50 9 33 6.75 6.25 10.65 6.00 3.31 . 70 28 2.01 .70 6 .58 14 44 1.04 
1887 ___________________________ 6.0 2.30 49.00 37.08 15 28 7.15 6.58 10.88 6.00 3.33 .53 2S 1.70 .66 7 .60 15' 40 1.03 
1888.: __________________________ 6.3 2.03 44.00 29.83 15 23 7.25 6.75 10.94- 6.50 ·3.81 .49 27 ' 1.76 .66 .. 6 .53 15 38 · 0.97 
188iL ..... ____________________ 7.6 2.00 43.00 · 29.25 16 · 23, 7.00 6.75 10.5{) 6.50 3.81 .38 26 1.70 .66 6 .52 13 39 0.97 
1890 .... ~--------------------- 7.0 2.00 45.00 31.75 19 25- 7.00 6.75 10.90 6.00 3.34 .35. . 26 1.70 .64 6 .48 10 40 0_,_93 
1891.. _________________________ 5.7 1.86 42.00 29.92 16- 25 6.83 6.41 10.64 6.00 2.95 .30 25 1.70 .62 6 .50 9 3t 0.92 

--------------------------------------------------------
Av~rage. dacrea.se ---· 50 62 51 75 11 73 48 55 45 47 56 89 JO 50 56 54 56 · 52. 53. 5-1 

Average reduction in ten.fa,rm products, 26.1. 

This table shows th~t from 1873 to 1891 silver tell 26 per cent., cotton 53, 
corn 6, wheat 30, bacon and hams 14, lard 25, pork ·24, - beef· 27, butter 32,· 
cheese 31, and tobacco 19. These are t.he articles which farmers sell. The 
aveMge decline of the lien articles is 26.1 per cent between l8i3 and 1 89l. Dur­
ing the same .time refined sugar declined 50 per cent, na.ils 62, bru; ir.on 51, 
steel rails 75, Rio coffeell, tea 73, sheeting 48, drilling 55, shirting45, stand­
ard prints 47, print cloth 00, quiniue-89; glass. goblets 70, 10 by ·U window 
glass 00, undershirts 56. ginghams 54. carpets 56, ~pper 52; molasses 53; 

These are the. ai:ticles the farmer buys. Now, If what he buys declines at 
an equal ratio with what he sells he is just as well otr at one time as an­
other. But if what he buys falls more in price than what he seli..B he is ben­
efited. When we a. vera~ the articles he buys w& find that the decline is 55.4 
per cent. He has been benefited by the fall in prices, but the decline in sil­
vei' has had nothing to do with it. * * * 

These prices in•the table show conclusively that the farmer. has been bene­
fited by the general fall of prices, because his products would buy more in 
1891 than in 1lS73. In 1873 cotton was. worth 18.8 cents per pound, and 1,000 
poun.ds was worth $188. and at that time it would buy 706 gallons of illumi~ 
nating oil, or 1,620 pounds of .refined. sugar, or 4!--tons of pig iron, or 2 tons of 
bru:iron, or 1i tons of steel rails, Oll3,8:t3 pounds or nails, or 1,412 yards of 
sheeting, or 1,330cyards of drilling. or 970 yards ot shirting, or 1,653 yards of 
s t:llidard prints, or 2.810 yards of print cloth; whlle in. 1~91 1,000 pou~ds <:>f 
catton was worth $100, and at the ! 'rices of these same thmgs at that time 1t 
wonld buy 1,428 gallons o:r. oil, 1,754 pounds of .sugar. 5! tons of pig iron. 2! 
tons of bar iron. 3 ~ tons of steel rails, 5,322 pounds of cu~ nails, L4.64 yards of 
sheeting, 1,560 yards of drilling, 910 yards of shirting, 1,666 yards of, prints, 
and 3.3!l9 yards or print cloth. · 

With the exception of shirting, it would buy more of every other article 
enumerated, and thedtilerencein that wasverysmall. One thousand pounds 
of bt:}ef would buy in 1873 2B1 gallons of oil, 555 pounds of sugar. 1,282 :pounds 
of n:ills, 490 yal·ds or. sheetmg. 462 yards o!..drilling, 338 yardsnt.shirung, 583 
yar<'l.s of prints, or 888 yarJ.s of print cloth; while in 1891 it would bny 800 
gallons of oil, 982 pounds of refined sugar, 3,010 pounds of nails, 849 yards of 
sheeting. 873 yards of drilling, 526 yards of shirting, 933 yards of standard 
prints, or 1,1)!!8 yards of print cloth. 

One thousand pounds of pork would buy in 1873 289 gallons of oil, 571 pounds 
of refined sugar, I.3Hl pounds of nails, 501 yards of sheeting, 475 yards of 
drilling, 3~8 yards-of shirting. 600. yards of standard prints. or 914 yards of 
print cloth; while in 18.11 lt would buy 842 gallons of oil, 1.035 pounds of refined 
sugar. 3,172 pounds of nails. 883 yal'ds of. sheeting, 920 yards of drilling, 554 
yards of shirting, 983 yal'ds or standard prints, or 2,000 yards o:r printr cloth. 

One thonsa.nd pounds of· bacon and hams would buy, in 1873, 345 gallons of 
oil. 6& pounds of relined sugar, 1,554 pounds of nails, 602 yards of sheeting, 
568 yards of drilling, 415 yards ofshh·ting, 716 yards of standard prints. or 1,091 
yarJ.s of printt cloth; while in 1891 ill would buy 1.085 gallons of oil, 1,157 
pounds of re:ined sugar, 4,086 pounds or nails. 1,111 yards of sheet-ing, 1,185 
yards of drilling. 714 yards of shirting; 1,266 yards of standard prints, or 2,576 
yarils of print cloth. 

One thousand pounds of butter would buy, in 1873, 779 gallons of oil, 1,539 
pounds of refined sugar. 3,553 pounds of nails. 1,359 yards of sheeting, 1,281 
yards of drillin!J. 938 yards of shirting, 1,616 yard s of standard prints. or 2,461 
yardsof printcloth; wbilein L891itwould buy2.071gallonsof oil, 2,543pounds 
of refined su-;:-ar. 7,795 pounds or nails, 2.123 yards of sheeting, 2.262 yards or 
drilling. 1.352 yards of shirting, 2,416 yards pf standard prints, or 4,915 yards , 
of print cloth. • 

One thousand pounda of tobacco in 1873 would buy 413 gallons of oil, 833 
pounds of sugar. 1,886 pounds of nails, 721 yar.ds of sheeting, 680 yards of 
drilling, 498 ya.rtl.s o shir~ing, 8J8 yards of stand.~rd pr.ints, or 1,307 ~ards of 
print cloth; while in 1~111 it would buy 1,2!3 gallons of oil, 1,526 pounds of re­
flood sugar, 4.677 pounis or nails, 1.273 ya.rds or sh':3eting, 1,357 yards or drill· 
ing, 819 yards of shirting, 1,450 yqrds or standard prints, or 2,94.9 yards of 
~~~~ . 

One b.undred bushels of corn in l873would buy!!79 gallons of oil,. 551 pounds 
of refined sugar, L,273 pounds of n '\ils, 487 yards of sheeting, 458 yards of 
drilling. 335 yards of shirtin!5. 579 yardi or stan1ard prints, or 881 yards of 
pr.in tcloth; wllile in 1891 it would buy 8·!0 gallon, of oil. 1.007 pounds of re­
fined su1'ar. 3,08j pounds of nails, 8!0 yards or sheeting, 8~ yards of drilling, 
539·yards of shirting, 956 yards of standard prints, or_1,954.yards of print 
clot. h. 

Ave1·age reduction in nineteen oth.er products, 55.4. 

One hundred bushels of wheat. in. J873 would buy 590 gallons. of oil, 1,176 
pounds of refined sugar, 2.509 ponnds of nails1 1,030 yards of sheeting, 954. 
yards of d.l'illing, 611 yards of shirting, 1,:2"...5-yards.of s tan dard prints, or 1,8401 
yards or. PI-:int cloth; while in 18!!1 itr would buy-1,328galloD.;:l of oil) 1,631 
pounds of refined sugar, 5,000 pounds o:r naii..B, 1,342 yards of sheeting, 1,453 
yards o:r d.l'illing, 853 yards of shirting, 1,550yards of standard prints, or2,784" 
yards of print cloth. 

From these figures, and maybe extended· tO' otrher article . it is clear an.d . 
conclusive that the decline in prices has given all farm products a g~;en.ter 
purchasing power. And yet it is urged that oponing our mints to the' un· 
limited coinage of silvet' will resto1·e its price or 1813: and a.s all prodnct _ 
have fallen through pure sympathy with it tMy will still sympathize with 
it and.rise to the.lrprices of 187:1 If they did. th9 farmers would be ruln.e<L 
If he is oppre sed now, he would be confront~d with b:tn!rruptcy if one-half· 
or one-third or the purchasing power of his products should be taken away, 
and that would be the effect of a rastora.tiou all around of the condition of 
1873. In that year the freig-ht rate per ton par mile w-as 2 cents; in. LBJl the 
freightmte per ton per mile was .9:.:J of 1 cent, and 8l,2lO,tM,023 tons were 
movedlmil.e by allonr railro3..Js, for which, atthe.rate of .929 of 1cent, they 
received as freight charges $751,183,910. 

If the opening of the mint'3 to frea coinage is to restore the price or silver 
and all other articles to the rate of 1873, then. that freight wouid cost $l,6:Hl-
203.090. And that is much m.o1·e th.a.n twice the sum tllat was paid ill 189 . 
Did silver bring these fxeight ra.tes down? Then to restore silver is to carry 
back the freight rates to 1873: 
WHILE THE COST OF ARTICLES CONSUMED BY LABORING MEN' HAS GREATLY 

DECREASED IN RECENT YEARS THERE HAS BEE8 A STEADY RISE IN WAGES. 

The· United S.tates Department ofL:tbor recently collected for­
the use of the Sen:1te Comnitt.~e on .Fin:tnce, the Wctge r .1tes in 
the United StJ.tes for the period from 18!0 to 1'91, inclusi e, a 
period of 52. years, the rate.3 b3ing t.1k3n from actual p1y rolls. 
The investigation exteaded to almost every class of laborers, 
and from the iniorm!l.tion thus obtained the cour~e of wages can 
be told with certs.inty. 

The general result of the investigation is sh.ted in an article 
by Hon.Caroll D. Wright, Commissioner of Labor, in the Forum 
for October last. In this ar ticle the wages p.Md to a g1-:eat many 
classes of laborers a re stated for the periods of 18-10, 18 ·o, 1866, 
:tnd 1891. A statement of the rates o( wages is made for 1866, 
because, owing to the condition.B growing out of the war of the 
rebellion, the ini.ttion of the curr-:lncy, and the depeeciation of 
ourptper, there was a great increase in the rates of wages be­
tween 1860 and 1863. 

Assuming_ wages in 1860 to be r3presented by 100, the investi­
gation shows-w.1ges in 18!0 would be r.3presented by 7.7 ascom­
pared with 18>30; that in 18d6 they-stood at- 152.2 "M compared 
with 1860, and in 1891 they had increased to 163.6; that is to say, 
wages had increased in this country since 1860, under Republi" 
can rule and the pr0tective system, 68-.6 per cent. 

These statements are sup orted by quot9.tions of wages of 
skilled and unskilled workmen at the periods mentioned, taken 
fromactual p:ty rolls hi such a m~ner as- 'to leavenallo bt of 
their accurJ.cy. Laborers in 1891 received gold or its equivalent, 
which ceetaiJ.ly has-greater purch. ~sing power th Ul.-leg.U-ten­
der notes h ul in 1:56£, 86.t:i higher- wages th-l.n in 1860; and dur· 
ing tb..e S;tm-'3 perioi, as we h::tve saen, the prices of articli3s con­
sumed by laborars decreased-upon an a\lerage of 55.4 per cent. 

The distinguishe~ Senator from Texas, in the speech already 



1893. CONGRESSIONAL REOORD-SENA1!E. 3&L 
referred to, discussed the subject of wages, and.-I quote from hiS­
speech as follows: 

Mr. President, th&wa.ges of labor in this country au.d all over the world. 
for a hundred years have· been tending upward. They are higher to-day 
than they have been at any time in the past, and the wage earner, in what-­
ever occnpation employed, is deeply interested in th~ pre Mvation of a 
standard or values a3 fixed and immovable as it is J>OSSiOle to make> it. A 
fewyearsago our friends on the other side of the Chamber directed the Com­
mittee on Finance to make an invedtiga.tion ani repor~ to this body the 
movement of wages and price!tfor a. number of years. They took. ~he year 
1860 as a ba<::is and compared it and other years with 1890. Tney intended to 
use these figures in their tariff balitle of 1892. They intended to show that 
wages ha.d been rising and prices had been falling, and the credit was due 
to a protective tarttr. 

W b. en that tim& comes I will discuss with them the conclusions to be drawn 
from these facts. It. is ·enough here to sta..t.e the fa.cGs. Taking 1850 as the 
basis and calling it 100, the rate of wages increased to 186i to 125.6 or 25.6 per 
cent, and to18:)0to 160.7 or 60.7per cent. In l860and 1890there was a gold stand­
ard, and in 1864 a. depreciated paper standard. Wages went up in four years 
25.6per cent, bullthemone.ywhie:b:thelaborerearned was.onlythe instrument 
which enabled him to procure the necessaries of life, and while ir,. went up the 
ladder a few rounds, the necessaries of life that his wages ha:l to buy to sus­
tain himself, his wife, and childven, had: ascended the rounds of the ladder till 
they we.:re lost in th~ clouds. The annual average wages of laborers in manu­
factories in 1860 was $:!88.95. The average monthly wage wa.s $24.08, in gold. 
In 1864 it was 26.6 higher, or $3U.2! ~paper, and in 1~ it was 60.~ per c_ent 
higher than in 1860, and was $33.69- m gold. Now taking the ommal pnces 
given by the Bureau of Statistics and the Finance Committee, the result is 
shown by the following table: 

- pu,rchasing power of wageJJ of labor. 

1860. 1864. 1890. 

Monthly wages, Monthly.wages; Monthly wages, 
$!!i.08- $30.24!. $38.69. 

Articles.. 
Price per Price per Pricepe.r 

Qnan-unit of Quan- unit of Quan· unit of 
qua.n.- tity. quan- tity. quan- tity. 

- tity. tity. tity. 
---

Standard sheetrrng, per (Jents. (Jents. (JeJ/t8: 
yard--·-----------·----- 8.73 275 52.01 58 6.83 560 

Standc rd drilling, per 
8.92 270 53.02 6.41 602 yard- --- ---------------- 57 

Bleached slrirting, per· 
15:50 155 48,35. 62 10.64 363 yard---- ----------------

Standard prints, per 
9.50 253 33.25 90 tlOO 645 yard-- ------------ ____ 

Print cloth. per yard ____ 5.44 449 23.42 129· 2.95 1,311 
Ctr~na.Ug, per pound .. ·-- 3.13 769 7.·85 385. 1. 86 2,077 
Refinecl sugar, per pound 10.00 240 30.00 101 4.00 859 
New Orleans molasses, 

150.00 p&l' gallon ______________ 53.00 45 20 ~.00 128 
R1o oo.a'ee, per pound ____ 13.00 185 36.00 84 18.50 200 
Tea. per pound------ ____ 65.0:} ~ 130.00 23 25.10 154 
Tie ing, per yard ________ 17.00 141 70.00 43 12.00 322 
Matches, per gross ------ 48.00 bO 100.00 3() irl.OO 104 
Denims, peryard ________ 15.00 160 88.00 34: 11.00 351 

--

WHO ARE THE TRUE FRIENDS OF THE FARMER AND LABORING MAN? 

The men who are constantly endeavoring to make the agri­
cnltural and laboring classes dissatisfied with their condition1 

and who seek to array them against the manufacturing and 
wealthy classes, are not the t rue friends of the farmer-and labor­
ing man. There will not be in this country a general distribu­
tion of the we:Uth of the country per capita. The Government 
is never going to issue money for gratuitous distribution~ There 
never will come a day when wealth will cease to be the product 
of l abOT usefully employed. The prosperity of every class of oru· 
citizens is intimately connected with the prosperity of every 
other class. A blow aimed at the manufacturing classes will fall 
heaviest noon the agricultural and laboring classes. My sym­
pathies are with the great army of laborers. A considerable 
portion of my life has been spent upon the farm and at hard 
manual labor. All that I h ave, or h~ve accomplished, is there­
sult of hard work. I have no use for a man who despises labor 
and will not. work. 

All my life I have advocated those measures which I have be­
lieved to be in the interest of th3 masses. I athehed myself to 
the R.epublican party because it was opposed to slavery and in 
favor of free labor; because it was in favor of protecting Ameri­
can labor; in favor of providing the means of general education 
and making American citizens free, intelligent, and independ­
ent. The Republican party abolished the system of lab~t> 
which tended to degrade labor in this country and has soug·ht to 
dignify and to protect labor. It provided homes to Americ~n 
citizens by the homestead law. It has sought by the protective 
policy to provide employment for all who are willing to work. It 
secured to settlers the means of reaching our vast public do­
main and provided them with the means for transportation of 
their products to market~ It hJ.S, when in control of Congress, 
been constantly legislating in the interest of the laboring man. 
It has reduced the number of hours in a day's work upon pub­
lic works. It has legislated against the importations of coolies 
and against the coming to our shores of laborers under contrac~. 
It has estabUshed a Department· of Agricultu:reto- impart useful 

information to the people, to make costly experiments for their 
benefit, to distribute seed& and new varietie3 of fruits, vegeta­
bles,- and. grasses, for the protection of fruits, vegetables, and 
grasses from insects and blights, and for the prevention of dis­
eases among domestic animlls. It- has provided for meat in­
spection, and successfully labored to secure the introduction of 
our products abro.1d~ It has provided for the improvement of 
waterways, and the regulation and control of r~tilroidsto chea.pen 
transportation. 

If the time would. permit, I might greatly extend the enumera­
tion of legislation Gongress has en!l.cted in the interest of the 
laboring and producing classes. I have, in this body, tiupported 
every measure in my judgment calculated to benefit laboring men, 
sometimes even measures concerning which 1 feared the power 
of Congress to enact waa doubtful. There have been visionary, 
impracticable schemes advocated in this body, in the alleged in­
terestof the laboring classes, which would not hav·e benefited 
any class· of our citizens, and would have brought nothing but 
di8aster and ruin upon every class, which I have not favored. 

Standing as I stand to-day, opposing a policy fraught with 
misfortune and dire disaster for the laborer, a distinguished man, 
long since gone to ·his reward, used this language-language 
which I emphasize and adopt: 

I have been, and I am !or anything that will guarantee to the laboring 
classes that happiness which I in my youth saw them enjoy. and wmch I 
enjoyedwith them. If the laboring class be to pedsh, perish, I say, the. 
whole nation. 

And so say I. .. 
You can no traduce the la.borel" to a state or st~vation and degradation 

withQUt also destroying national prosp.enity. 
HOW AGRICULTURAL IN'.fllB:ESTS AltE BENEFITED BY A PROTECTIVE TA..ll..TFF. 

Upon the question still discussed as to the effect of a protect­
ive. tariff on agriculture, I find in examining the proceedings o£ 
the Senate of Ma.rchl9, 1824; a valuable report from the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture,-submitted by its:ch'lirman, Mr. Van 
Rensselaer, for a unanimous committee, from which I quote. It 
shows that at that early day the fact that protection to home 
industries through undue foreign competition iessened compe­
tition in_ agriculture} and created a home marketfor agricultural 
products, and. thus benefited farmers, was well understood. This 
report is found on page 1857, volume 2, first session of the 
Eighteenth Congress. ·The quotation is as follows: 

The Committee-on Agt'ieulture, t()c whom was referred the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, instructing them to inquire if a.n increase of 
the duty now established by-iaw, on any a.rt.icl~ of foreign growth or-mann" 
facture , will be tor the intere t.of the agriculturist, and it th~re be amy, sueb. 
article, t name the same, together with th-e additional amount of th~ duty 
which they deem..btmeficial to the.agricultu.ral interest, respectfUlly submit 
the followingre1)ort: 

That in the apprehensiOn of your committee whatever increases the· con­
sumption of its products~ whether at home 0r abroad. necessarily advances. 
the interest of agriculture. He who cultivates the soil looks beyond the 
supply or hts own wants for-th~ profits of his labor. He looks to a market 
tor the surplus products or ~industry-. ThEt home market. in the opinion 
o:f tbacommittee, is a.t all times to bs pl'e!erred to the foreign maxket. wb.en 
therc::ward of agricultural pursuits is equal. the former id less precari •• us 
than the latter; it is also more permanent and certain and above the reach 
of restraining- and prohibitory duties of foreign hostility; and when the 
home mark:et ca.n be increased in its demands, witlwut diminishing in a 
greater degree the foreign con,sumption, it would seem wise and prudent to 
promote its ext'{lnsion by-every rational means witllin" the sphere o! legis-
lation. · 

Your committee consid&- the increase of duties on many foreign articles 
now imported into the United States woul<l promote the agricultural pros· 
perity of the nation.. A pardon of populanionengagedinmalNlfactmewould 
nece sarUy depsnd on. the-farmer for subsistence, a.n.d create a more perfe~t 
and prnfl.table division. of labor than now exists. A new market would be 
opened and a new demand created for all the raw materials which new manu­
facturers would consmne. It can not be denied that if all the manufactured 
articles now consumed by the people of the United States were manufac­
tured within the bou~ of our country from the. raw material furniShed by 
ourselves the value of our lands would be increased and the profits of agri­
cultural labor considerably augmented. Demand and consumption would 
be directly extended-a. great extent of soil now devoted to the growing of 
J)l'o1ucts that afford no sutncient stimulus to cultivation. The soil and cli­
mate o1 the. United States are capable of producing the various articles 
nece -sa.cy: for such manufacturing establishments as will most naturally 
flourish in this country, and of such as would inevitably be consumed pro­
viding D¥ID.ufa.cturing labor should be-extended. 

By a. comprehensive and rigorous system or policy calculated to unfold 
our agcicultural resources a. spirit of emulation and indugtry would be dif­
fused over• the land, a vast and active system of internal exchange would. 
rise up. the expense of transportation in h{la.vy articles would be in a. great 
measUl'e saved, and, in fact. that which should be ardently wished for in 
every :1gricultural country, a home market. would appear; this, too, would 
prove a market at on"evarious in point of demand, but sure, steady. and 
unchanging. The policy. the caprice, the selfishness, and the hostility or 
other nations could not affect it. On this point, ther·efore, the committee 
can not entertain any doubt. The extension of domestii} manufactures, de· 
pendicg on the }}roduction of such r aw materia.ls as can be found in this 
country, mustincrea. ·ethe demand and consumption or thosemateriaJ.a, and 
of course secure a new and ready market. 

THE STOCK ARGUMENTS OF FREE TRADERS. 

The. two stock arguments made by the advocates of free tl:ade 
are, first, that of unrestricted trade: the right to buy where we 
can bay cheapest; and, second, the securing of ao wider l!l.ar.ket. 
for·our exports. I have, on several occasions, discussed! these. 
proposition& at-length in the Senate; and shown their fallacy; 

/ 
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and I do not care at this time to repeat what I h!OLve heretofore 
said. It is sufficient to say that to buy where we can buy cheap­
est, that is, to buy goods abroa_d for home consumption with the 
privilege of bringing them into this country free of duty, is for 
consumers in this country to avail themselves of the poorly paid 
labor of Europe and the pauper labor of Asia, to prefer the wel­
fare of foreign manufacturers and foreign laborers to our own; 
to stop the manufacture of things we need in this country and 
to dep ~nd upon foreign countries for them; to take employment 
from our own people to give it to foreigners; to reduce the stand­
ard of wages in this country to the standard of wages in other 
countries. · 

All history shows that no nation can be prosperous which 
does not protect its own industries and its own citizens and, as 
far as possible, do its own work. The junior Senator from Texas, 
in his able speech upon the bill to repeal th3 purch3.sing clause 
of the Sherman a-ct, ridiculed the idea that protection tenc~ed to 
reduce the price of products, and used the oft-repeated asser­
tion, that adding to the price of a commod.ity does not cheapen 
it. But it h as often been shown that the duty upon dutiable 
articles is largely borne by the foreign producer; and, ~ithout 
discussing the proposition at length, I assert that domestic com­
petition does red<Ice prices; that when, by a ,duty on aforeign 
commodity, which places American manufactures upon an equal­
ity with foreign manufactures, industries are built up, home 
competition is induced, and the skill, the ent,erprisa, the en­
ergy and inventive ~enius of our people very s_oon red.uce the 
price of the commodity to the lowest :figure consistent With rea­
sonable returns to capihl invested and fair wages to labor, and 
often, indeed generally, the price is reduced far below that of 
the article at the time the protective duty was imposed. 

Let those who wish advocate the interests of England, of 
China, and India, and prefer the welfare oi foreign laborers to 
that of American citizens. For myself, I prefer the interests of 
my own country to those of any foreign nation, and the welfare 
of American citizens to that of the pauper class of Europe, the 
ryots of India, and the coolies of China. I want nothing I con­
sume (and no true American does )chea.per than it will be manu­
factured under sharp competition, consistent with fair returns 
to capital and fair wages to labor, by a nation of seventy-six mil­
lions of people, the freest, most enlightened, and mos~ energetic 
in the world. . 

That domestic compe._tition under a protective policy does re­
duce the price of commodities, if proof is needed, is shown by 
our own experience. The table presented by the Senator fr~m 
Texas, in his speech before referred to, shows a great depreCla­
tiqn of prices, not only of agricultural products, but of manufac­
tured articles, for a sel'ies of years. This table, coming from so 
prominent a member of the Democratic party, and so distin­
guished an advocate of a tariff for revenue only, is worthy of 
careful consideration. It shows that under the prot.ecti ve system 

· in this country the price of everything consumed by the laborer 
has greatly decreased, while wages have constantly increased. 

Now let me examine, for a moment, the argument that free 
_ trade ~ould give us a wider market for our surplus products. 

The assertion is constantly made that if we do not buy of foreign 
countries they will not buy of us. I have, on former occasions, 
called attention to the fact that we do not buy of any foreign na­
tion· th:1t is, of the government; and no foreign nation buys of 
us. 'Our foreign commerce is carried on by individuals, and is 
regulated, like all commercial transactions, by selfish interests. 
If an importer is about to purchase goods, he does not stop to in­
quire whether the balance of trade is inour favor or against us; 
or wh~t the tarifi laws of other countries are. He buys where 
he can buy what he wants cheapest, and pays for his purchases 
withgold. · 

If a wheat merchant in Liverpool wants a cargo of wheat, he 
does not care what duties are levied on British products in Am er­
ie-an ports, but buys his wheat where he can buy cheapest, quan­
tity and quality considered, whether wha~ he buys~ the prod­
uct of our western prairies or of the Argentme Republic, whether 
it has been raised by Russian serfs or by Indian ryots. If ex­
change were carried on between nations only, or by barter, that 
is, by the exchange of products ouly , there might ba something 
in the proposition that if we do not buy of foreign countries we 
can not S 9ll to them. But foreign trade is not a system of bar­
ter. Gold is a tool of international commerce and the universal 
measure of value and the medium in which balances of trade are 
settled. 

Our own experience shows that the balance of trade with other 
countries may be largely in our favor for years and the balance 
be received in gold. Our experience with other countries, 
Brazil for instance , shows that we corrtinue r. laPge foreign trade 
although the balance of trade may be, for many years , against 
us. The balance of trade between the United States and Brazil 
has been for yeg,rs against us to the extent of about $50,000,000 
per annum. The fact is that other countries buy of our products 

every year all they need for consumption. Theywould continue 
to do so if they could buy as cheaply, of us as elsewhere, even 
though we were to build a Chinese wall around this country to pre­
vent the importation of for~ign products. And if we were to ad­
mit everything produced in foreign countries free of duty these 
same foreign countries, or rather the inhabitants of these coun­
tries would not buy a dollar's worth of our products unless these 
products could be parchased upon the most advantageous terms, 
or their necessities compelled them to purchase. 

We might adopt free trade, and our wheat, corn, cotton, pork, 
and beef would still be compelled to compete in the markets of 
Europe with the products of every other country under the sun 
produced by cheap lands and cheap labor, and their price in 
London would be fixed, as it now is in London, in gold, by the 
universal law of supply and demand. Mr. President there 
never was a greater fallacy than that free trade would give us a 
wider or better market for our agricultural products. It \vould, 
on the contrary, drive millions of men now engaged in manufac­
turing to agricultural pursuits , resulting in increased production 
and depreciated prices. 

WHAT FREE TRADE MEANS. 

Free trade does not mean that custom-houses are to be abol- ' 
ished and no revenue collected· by duties upon imports, but it 
means a tariff system similar to that maintained by Great Brit­
ain, a system of tariff for revenue only: duties laid upon articles 
which do not come into competition with domestic productions, 
and the free admission of articles which do come into competi­
tion with articles of domestic production. :-It ineans, first, that 
goods manufactured in foreign countries shall be admitted into 
this country free of duty if the condition of the revenues admits 
of it. It means that tl;te half-starved, underpaid and unem­
ployed millions of Europe shall be given work which under a. 
protective tariff would be done by Americ:m laborers, enabling 
these American laborers to live comfortably, to educate their 
children, and become independent. It means that the pn.uper 
laborer of India and China shall be brought into direct competi­
tion with American workingmen. It means either the closing 
of our mills and factories or that the return for capital invested 
in manufacturing ind ustries shall be reduced to the rate of in­
terest in the old countries, and that the wages of our working­
men shall be reduced to the starvation wages of laborers on the 
eastern hemisphere. 

In a word, it means leveling down in this country of the con­
dition of American laborers to that of the ignorant, half­
stal·ved, half-clothed masses of the countries or-Europe and Asia. 
It means that the wheels of progress shall stop; that the devel­
opmontof our resources shall cease; that the prosperity we have 
enjoyed under Republican rule shall be destroyed. 

rrbe disastrous effect of threatened free-trade legislation has 
not been confined to manufactures or the particular interests 
directly affected by legislation or threatened legislation. All 
tbe industries of the country are inseparably connected, and all 
have suffered and will suffer alike; and if mills and factories are 
closed by tariff legislation, the idle operati-ves will crowd into 
other employments, producing competition and overproduction, 
low wages and low prices. If the manufacturer is forced to 
take small and continually decreasing profits upon his invest­
ments, in\restors in -an other industries will receive smaller 
profits. If laborers in ma_nufacturing industries are forced to 
submit to reduction of wages laborers in all other industries 
will be compelled to submit to a similar reduction. The success 
of the Democratic party and its control of Cong-ress renders the 
repetition of the Democratic action in 1833 possibic, and, so far 
as huma~ foresight can tell, inevitable. 

THE INDUSTRIES OF THE PAOIFIO COAST IN JEOPARDY 

If some evil genius, determined to blast and destroy the 
Pacific coast, had presided over and controlled the House Com­
mittee of Ways and Means, no more certain and speedy scheme 
could have been devised for th:1t purpose than the bill agreed 
upon by the committee. The people of that portion of the Union 
west of the Rocky Mountains are almost· entirely engaged in ag­
riculture, lumbering, and mining. Manufactures are in their· 
infancy, and a~ yet com~a~·atively unimportant. Wh_eat ~r_ow­
ing, wool growmg, the raiSmg of cattle and horses, frmt raismg, 
and hop growing, fishing, lumbering, and mining, are the prin­
cipal industries. Every one of these industries will be stricken 
down and destroyed, or made unprofitable, by the passage of the 
Wilson bill. 

The n umber of sheep in California, Washington, Idaho, Mon­
tana, Oregon, Nevada , and New ¥exico, i~ 18\)2, was 13,981,901, 
almost one-third of all the sheep m the Umted States. A large 
portion of the rugged soil of that region, unfit for cultivation, 
is utilized for sheep pasture. Thousands of p~oneers make a 
living for themselves and their families by wool-growing; but 
the success of the Democratic party, upon a platform which de­
nounces the protective system as a robbery and as unconstitu· 
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tional , in connection with the fact that whenever the Democrats 
in either House of Congress have had an opportunity they have 
voted for free wool, and that President Cleveland in his free 
trade messaLre of 1887 advocated placing wool on the free list, 
has ha-d the effect to discount Democratic tariff legislation, to 
curtail the purchase of domestic wool by manufacturers to pres­
ent needs, and to reduce the prices of wool nearly or quite to 
free-tr ade rates. 

The House committee has now confirmed the worst fears of 
the wool-growers and sounded the death knell of this great in­
dustry in the- United States. The prosperity of the State of 
Oregon, more especially of the western portion of the State, is 
largely dependent upon the wool-growing industry. Last year 
wool brought there 16 cents per pound. This year, the highest 
price offered has been 10 cents. The prosperity of Montana 
and of other Pacific coast Stltes, like that of Oregon, is largely 
dependent upon wool-growing; and wool in Montana has been 
worth this year only from 6 to 7 cents per pound. In Chicago, 
in the early days of September last, fine wool was worth from 
14 to 16 cents, and coarse wool from 13 to 15 cents; while in the 
year 1891 the price of fine wool was 33 cents per pound, and of 
co.nse wool 31 cents per pound; and 30 cents for fine 1 and 29 cents 
for co.Y'se wool during 1 '92. These figures require no comment. 
They show that with free wool the wool-growing industry of 
this country will be destroyed. 

I have received a communication from Hon. Charles Hilton, an 
extensive wool-grower of eastern Oregon, stating the effects 
which placing wool on the free list would have on that industry 
in Oregon, which I incorporate in my remarks. It is as follows: 

THE DALLES, 0BEGON, December 6, 1S93. 
DEAR SENATOR: In a short time the question of the removal of the present 

tariff on many commodities will come before the United States Senate, and 
from wha.t the papers tell us it is fairly reasonable to suppose that the prin­
cipal industry of eastern Oregon (wool-growing) is seriously menaced. 

Some time since, anticipating the action of the Democratic Congress, you 
asked me for some figures, which you could perhaps use in an argument you 
intended making in opposition to the removal or the tariff on wool, as you 
know my experience in wool-growing has been considerable, and I have been . 
fairly successful. 

lhave been engaged in the business for eighteen years and have run from 
ten to twelve thousand head. LhavG made it a point each year for a period 
of thirty days to accura.tely ascertain the actual cost of all my sheep camps 
in the way of supplies, and you can accept the following figures as trust­
worthy. since they are an average from all_ these records. 

COST OF RUNNING 2,000 SHEEP ONE YEAR. 

Herder, at $35 per month __ ------------·-----------~--------------------
Board, at $15 per month ____ -------------------.-----·----·----- --------
Camp tender to help move and furnish camp------------------------
Salt, 2 tons, at $30 ------ ____ -------------- -··· --- _ -------------- -·-- ----
Hay, 50 tons, at $8_ -~-- ------ ____ ------------ -· ---------------- --·· ------
Extra help during lambing season ____ --------------------------------
Extra help during winter feeding season __ ,--------------------------
Shearing 2,000 sheep, at 7 cents per head ____ ----_.--·. ----------------
Board of shearers ____________ ---- -------·-- .~ ___ -------------------------
Extra help sacking wool, etc------------------------------------------
50 wool sacks, at 40 cents ___ . _____ ------ .. ------------------------------
Feeding horses used to supply camp, etc _________ ----···-------------
Shoeing horses used to supply camp, etc-----------·----------------­
Furnishing camp-tents, blankets, rope, etc-----------------·-------
Hauling 16,000pounds wool to railroad, at i cents _____ ; ____ . _________ _ 

$420.00 
180.00 
200.00 
60.00 

400.00 
100.00 
50.00 

140.00 
30.00 
25.00 
20.00 

180.00 
36.00 
30.00 

120.00 

Cost of 16,000 pounds wool, as per above------------------------ 1, 991.00 
16,000 pounds wool, at 6 cents ____________ -------·---------- ____ $960.00 
700 lambs, being increase, $1.25 --- · ____ -----· -------------- ____ 875. oo 

/ --- 1,835.00 

Net loss on above basis------ __ -------- ____ ------·--------------- 156.00 
The bnly possible reduction that can be made in the cost of running a band 

of sheep is in wages-as the plow has driven the stock so far back. into the 
hills that the cost of feed is greater, as there is so little land that will pro­
duce, and freight to and from the railroad figures largely in salt and other 
supplies, and shipping wool (my ranch is80 miles south of Arlington). 

Thus you will see that at 6 cents per pound for wool, which is the highest 
price we can expect with free wool for the class of W)Ol raised here, calcu­
lating the weight of each fleece at 8 pounds, which is about the average, and 
the increase at 35 per cent (which is all an ordinary band of stock sheep will 
produce, as we have to carry the male until 2 years old and past before 
they are suitable for market and can not breed the ewes until 2 years old) 
the owner would be about $200 loser on the yt>ar's work. This leaving out of 
consideration all the taxes, interest on capital invested, and wear and tear 
to camp accoutrements, which is considerable. 

H a wool-grower were running but one band of sheep sevet·al of these items 
would be ~eater, such as the expense of camp tending and horses-which 
I have diVIded by three-as one out tit attends to three sheep herders. Again, 
the aver~e loss caused by wild animals and by accident during a year is at 
least 5 per cent, and this taken with the interest at 6 per cent on investments 
in real estate or the rent which must be paid to secure a winter range and 
feeding ground will considerably increase the loss of the wool-grower. 

You are of course better posted than we can be as to the probable reduc­
tion in cost in manufactured material to be brought about by the annihila­
tion of the wool industry in this country. 

But when we are told that only three or four pounds of scoured wool goes 
into a suit of clothes, it does not seem probable that so small a reduction 
will be of any great advantage to the consumer, as the protected manufac­
turer is evidt'ntly to have so much the best of it that he will probably be 
given, or take, this small margin also. 

For the last four or five years I have averaged 15 cents per pound for my 
wool and $2. 75 for my mutton sheep. The latter can not now be sold for 
more than $1.50 (at the ranch), and our wool is now being sold in Boston 
for 10 cents. The cost of freight, including insurance and commissions, 
amounts to about 4 cents a pound. 

But for the unfortunate accident of Democratic success in electing a ma­
jority in both Houses of Congress and a President, the price of this year's 
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clip would have been considerably higher than before, as the immense amount 
of r ags and shoddy imported during the six months before the McKinley 
law went into etrect is about consumed, and themanufactuxers who are now 
idle would be at work on our wool. 

I am sure that you are working earnestly in opposition to free trade, and 
I sincerely hope that a xesolute stand, such aa you will talte in oux interest, 
will be successful. 

There is one thing which you may not have had brought to your notice, 
and that is, that destruct:ion of the sheep industry means the abandonment 
of thousands of acres of land which now furnish goodsheeppasturein East­
ern Oregon (and which once, thoughnotarable, furnished bunch-grass range 
of high value for cattle-growing, have been so heavily stocked for a series 
of years that the bunch grass has been destroyed and will never return). 

'l'he only vegetation which now exists is weeds and the small sheep gra.ss 
which will support nothing but sheep, and upon which they will thrive; 
take a way the sheep and this ~ waste land and can never be anything else. 

It would be impossible for us to continue the business under free wool; we 
would have to quit breeding and dispose of our sheep for mutton as they 
become of suitable age. 

When the industry is destroyed in the United States, I apprehend, the 
foreignerwill,raise the price of wool probably to more than we have received 
under protection; but we will have no weep, and it takes a long time to stock 
up a range, as sheep do not increase very rapidly. I am, 

· Yours very truly, 
CHAS. HILTON. 

Hon. J. N. DOLPH, Washington, n. C. 

Notcontentwithstrikiug down this great industry of the Pacific 
coast the committee have threatened the existence of other 
leading industries of the coast by absolute free trade. Scattered 
all over the western slope of the Sierra Nevada Mountains and 
the plains of California and the valleys of Oregon and Washing­
ton are fruitful orchards and vineyards, giving employment to 
thousands of American citizens and furnishing the finest of fruits 
to almost every section of the Union. Grapes, olives, oranges, 
lemons, prunes, plums, apples, peaches, pears, and all the smaller 
fruits are raised in abundance and in perfection, and with proper 
protection can be raised in sufficient quantities to supply the 
domestic demand. But a portion of our common country, that 
portion which controls the dominant party in Congress, and 
wbich hasselfishlytaken care of its own industries in the House 
bill, proposes to strike a disastrous blow at the fruit industry 
of the Pacific coast by placing some fruits upon the free list and 
by greatly reducing the tariff uponimporbtionsof others. The 
great industry of prune-raising in Oregon, Washington, and 
California is to be jeopardized by largely reducing the duty upon 
imported prunes. 

I am in receipt of a letter frorri a large fruit-raiser in Oregon 
concerning the prune industry, which I will incorporate in my 
remarks: 

SALEM, OREGON, Decembe-r 10, 1893. 
DEAR Sm: In regard to the duty on prunes I would say, in behalf of the 

fruit-growers of the Pacific Northwest, that it is necessary to maintain the 
protective tariff now in force to enable producers on this coast to establish 
that industry and develop it to pertection. ' 

As yet rrune-growing here is in its infancy, but when the trees planted in 
California are in full bearing, they will produce, in good season, 150,000,000 
pounds or curel prunes. In five years, or less, Oregon and Washington will 
produce 5f},OOO,OOO pounds. The present year's product of this coast is about 
4o

1
ooo,ooo pounds, for the season is not very favorable. There are many dis­

tr cts of Oregon and Washington where fruit-growing can be carried on, 
and our fruits are all exceptionally choice. 

As you are aware, I have been for many years producing and curing 
pnmes, and have given my experience to the public through the press. My 
experience shows that only the best methods of cultivation can succeed. 
In all countries fruit-growing is an uncertain business and subject to vicis­
situdes of climate as well as exigencies of trade and commerce. Our fruit­
growers have to learn the best varieties to grow, the most effective and suc­
cessful treatment of orchards, as well as ways and means for curing fruits to 
put them in the world's markets; not least, also, the best market's for cured 
fruits after they are produced. 
Th~ choice prunes of the present year's crop command only 4! to 7 cents per 

pound, and will never go to any much higher figure. If the taritr is removed. 
or too greatly reduced. prices will go so low as to leave no inducement for 
care of our orchards, much less any inducement to plant wider areas. The 
issue involves the success of fruit-growing at large and the success of thou­
sands who have predicated their hopes and efforts on the existing conditions. 
Fruit-growing at large is dependent, as our orchardists consider prunes 
their most important staple. li that fails it will discourage all effort. 

.Already the influence of the proposed change causes discouragement and 
makes men lose faith. 

Grant us continued protection, and we will fully test the pos::;ibilities and 
capabilities of p;.ooduction and reach the grea.test possible excellence, and 
place fruit-growing ln t.his region on the best plane or artistic and scientific 
enterprise. We will not only supply fully the home demand, but establish 
our products in foreign markets and command success on the basis of ex­
cellence. The time will soon come when we shall furnish prunes through­
out the United States at the lowest figure consistent with a living profit, 
and can defy free trade. 

During the present year fruit-growers have reaped small returns on the 
Pacific coast. The citrus groves of San Bernardino, the vineyards and or­
chards of :Middle and Northern California, the fertile reaches of the wide 
North Pacific have all gathered a.nd marketed the fruits of 1893 without aver­
aging to pay fairly the expenses of production. The prospect is not too en­
couraging at the best. and to remove the duty and admit foreign prunes free 
will cause such decadence of this widespread industry as will replace beau­
tiful and well-kept orchards with more than desolation. 

We respectfully object to the degradation of labor that must result from 
such reduction of duty, and ask for etrective and reasonable protection as 
encouragement and support while we are struggling with a difficult prob­
lem-replacing the primeval forests of the late wilderness with fruitful 
orchards; with effort that can not succeed on the Atlantic, and it remains 
to be seen if they can prosper on the Pacifl.c. 

Give us needed aid a.nd encouragement, and you will see that all we claim 
will be accomplished, and all we promise will be performed. 

S. A. CLARKE. 
Ron. J. N. DOLPH, U."/,ited States Senate. 



354. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. DECEMBER 18, 

In Oregon and Washington hop-raising is an important and 
rapidly growing industry, furnishing employment to thousands 
oflaborers-, and largely adding to the wealth of those States. If 
this industry were properly protected the two States woul~ soon 
furnish hops in sufficient quantity to supply the domestic de­
mand; but that industry, too, is to be embarrassed in the gen­
eral onslaught. The present duty upon hops is 15 cents per 
pound. By the Wilson bill it is proposed to reduce the duty to 
8 cents per pound~ The reduction, so far. as it affects prices, 
must come from the profits, or supposed profits, of the hop-grow­
ers, and the result of the reduction of ~he duty will b~ to enable 
foreign hops to successfully compete w1th the domestic product, 
to prevent the growth of the industry, and destroy or render it 
profitless in this country. 

Not content with the injury these proposed changes would 
work to the Pacific coast, it is proposed that the protective du.ties 
orr many ~o-ricultural products provided for by the McKinley 
bill and previous legislation shall be removed, the barrier which 
we have erected against agricultural productions from Canada 
and other foreign countries broken down, and American farmers 
placed in free competition with Canadian producers. The pro­
vision of the Wilson bill in this regard may be briefly stated as 
follows: 

Buckwheat, corn or maize, corn meal, oats, oat m.eal, rye, rye flour, wheat, 
and wheat flour are to pay a. duty or 20 per cent; but each of the above arti­
cles shall be a.::tmitted free or duty from any country which imposes no im­
port duty on the like product when exported from the United States. 

OI course, no CO'.lntry importing largely of our agricultural 
products will impose a duty upon them, and this provision of the 
Wilson bill means free trade with. Canada, and with all other 
countries in the articles mentioned. Barley, under the McKin­
ley bill, is subject to a duty of 30centsperbushel, which has had 
the effect of limiting the amount of barley imported from Can­
ada and stimulating its p:rodllction by our farmers. But, by the 
Wilson bill, barley, barley malt, and barley pear led, patent or 
bnlled, is subjected to a, duty of only 20 per cent ad valorem. 
Duties upon live animals are largely decreased by the Wilson 
bill, and fixed at 20 per cent ad valorem. Duties upon dairy prod­
ucts, and upon beans, peas, hay, potatoes, and other vegetables 
which are not placed upon the free list, are largely' reduced. 
The duty is reduced upon raisins and other dried grapes to H 
cents per pound. Apples, green or ripe, apples dJ'ied, desic­
cated or evaporated, bacon and hams, beat, mutton, and pork, 
and meats of aJ.l kinds, prepared or preserved birds, and land 
and water fowls, cabbages, eggs and yolks of eggs, fish and in­
sects, fresh fish, and many other products of agriculture are 
placed upon the free ~ist. . . . 

Turnin()' my attention to other proVISions of the b1li, I find 
that the great lumber interests of the coast are jeopardized. It 
is proposed to remove the tariff on lumber, and admit the prod­
J,ICts of the forests of Canada, manufactured from timbercutupon 
government-lands purchased for a nominal consideration and by 
cheap labor, to compete with the products of our mills, manu­
factured from valuable timber by high-priced American labor; 
a change in our tariff laws which, if it should be consummated, 
will result in stopping our mills, in making profitless $300,000,-
000 of capital invested in the lumbering business, and in throw­
ing out of employment thousands _of. men now employed in the 
industry. 

I can not do better, in describing the effect of the removal of 
duty upon lumber and other products of wood, than by quoting 
an editorial from the Puget Sound Lumberman, as follows: 

Fifty million dollars in round numbers re.prese.nt the capita.! employed in 
the lumber industry on the Paeific coast. There are 840 sawmills and 404 
shingle mills in the States of Washington, Oregon._and California., whose 
output of lumber footed up last year 2,300,000,000 feet of lumber and 2,200,-
000,000 shingles, of the aggregate value of $27,<J!l0,000. The number of ~en 
employed in the logging camps of these States IS 27,000, to whom are pa1d in 
wages annually 18 000 000. Naturally this industry, the mainstay of at 
least Washington and Oregon, is vitally intere&ted in the tariff question. 

British Columbia., which wlll compete with the three States above ~en­
tinned, possesses a greater lumber area tha.n the three States combmed. 
La.st.year Washington and Oregon shipped into Ca.llfornia, wllich is a great 
lumber-consuming State, 325,000,000 feet of lumber and shipped eastward to 
the prah'ie States 150,009,000 feet and 1,1~,000,000 s~gles. It 1B conceded 
that Brillish Columbia will cut seriously mto the California trade; and per­
haps compete to some extent with Washington and Oregon lumber in the 
Eastern States it lumber is placed on the free lLst. 

The large cargo mills of British Columbia employing Chinese and ka.na.ka 
labor, there being little or no restriction to the impor_tation of alien labor 
there, are in a position to unload into· California vast quantities of lumber 
in competition with the mills on this side of the line. which pay white labor 
higher wa~~s than obtain in any other lumber industry section in this coun­
try. As iuuy one-hall of ths exports ot lumber trom Washington and Ore­
gon find their way to Ca.liforn~ this is a very serious matter. So far a.s the 
Eastern trade is concerned, ther6' will b& but little direct competition, the 
British Columbia mills not haV-ing found a ma.rket as yet, out directly a lot 
ot Cheap lumber. from Eastern Canadllo' geta into the· prairie Statt-s via. the 
tal.res and on th& Atlantic seaboa.rd it, w1ll natura.lll! b.a.ndica-p the shipment 
ot.Pacifi:c N.orthwest ftr,_ cedar, and sp.rn.t:e by rail. 

I incorporatet also, in my remarks a comm.nnication from the 
Pacific Pine Lumber- Company of San Franeiseo, to the House 
Committee-of Ways and Means,_ setting forth the conditions of 

the lumbel' trade on the Pacific coast, and the effect which the 
removal of the present duty would ha..ve upon the lumber inter­
est there. The communication is as follows: 

PACIFIC PINE LUMBER COMPANY, 
San Francisco, Cal., November 22, 1893. 

To the Ttonorable the lVaus and Means Committee 
oftlu House of Representatives, Washington, IJ. C.: 

GENTLEMEN: The lumber trade or the Pacific coast engaged in the manu­
facture of Douglas fir (commonly termed Oregon pine), spruce, and cedar 
lumber, noting per newspap.er publication and otherwise the disposition 
o1 your honorable committee to place lumber on therreelLst in the proposed 
modlfication or the tarur, view such possibility with the gravest apprehen­
sion, and this company having taken an active interest in this question in 
1888, is requested to submit to your honorable committee the condition of 
the lumber trade and the effect ot such action, with especial regard to ~he 
situation on this coast and its relation to Brit.ish Columbia, on the north. 

In such direction, it premises by assuming that the only justification that 
can be alleged for removing the present duty on lumber is, either a limited 
supply within the territory of the· United States (and accessible to its peo­
ple), or a. possibility that the present standing timber may, in holdings, be 
concentrated in the hands of a few, with the effect of unfairly raisin); the 
prices to the consumer. In refutation of such allegations, it would respect­
fully submit that the most ca.sual in>estigation will determine the nonexist­
ence 01 the first as a fact, or the second as a potentiality. 

A few years ago the first or above-named positions had emphasis from the 
very great inroads' made upon the standing timber of the northern frontier 
ot the Unit-ed States, with the coincident apprehension that the continu­
ance, in the ratio then existing. would very soon leave the country without 
a source of supply within its own borders. So wedded was the main con­
suming class to the use of the principal product of said section that for a 
time no source of supply was deemed available except that existing in Can­
ada, contiguous thereto; hence a temporary le:mingtoward&theabrogation 
of duty on white pine, in order that such supply might be available. 

The trend of sentiment in that direction was, however, of short life; the 
vast areas of yellow pines in the Sonthern States attracted marked at ten· 
tion, and the liberal investment of capital led to a phenomenal development 
of the lumber industry in that section, supplemented by so great an activity 
in the introduction of its products in. the Territory previously the domain 
or white pine. that to-day the substitution is so .fully accepted that any re­
liance upon Canadi::m timber is absolutely unnecessary, with the further 
certain e!!ect that should same find entry to displace the Southern product, 
it would be a deathblow to this in1ustry that in the past five years has so 
greatly enlarged the taxable values of that section. 

Additionally to the "entree" of the Southern products in the Middle West 
or the United States,is a growing shipment trade by rail from the Pacific 
coa'3t,increas1ng yearly and to continue increasing hereafter, provided the 
exclusion of the products of ournorthernneighbors is maintained, and should 
the old Northwest be entirely denuded of her timber, the new Northwest of 
the Pacific coast jointly with the Southern States, from their vast areas of 
virgin timber (as a!Hrm.ed by the forestry reports of the Interior Depart­
ment), positively guarantees for generations a full SUPI>lY tor the nation 
within its territorial limits. 

The question of supnlyfor the future being so well established trom said 
sources, and assuming that the same excess producing capacity exists in 
the Southern Stat-es in relation to consumption, that is a condition on the 
Pacific coast, (where such capacity is nearly three times the consumption), 
the competition thereby engend&·ed becomes a certain assurance of low 
prices to consumers, and it is indeed diftlcult to imagine any grounds what­
soever for onening the markets of the United States to foreign lumber. 

Thus far this presentation may ba deemed as applying to the country at 
large; there are, however, conditions existing on this coast that furth&· 
appeal to the consideration of your honorable committee. We refer to 
methods or transportation and the advantages to the mill owner in British 
Columbia growing 01,.1t of the protective tendencies of its government. 

The shipping ports of BritLsh Columbia are adjacent to those on the Amer­
ican side and no farther distant from paints or consumption, whethe1• the 
ship111ents are by the way of the Pacific Ocean to domestic coast ports or 
by rail to the Eastern Stat~. The American mill owner is by the laws or 
the nation compelled to use in the coasting trade tonnage of American reg­
ister exclusively, while if our domestic markets are opened to the mills of 
British Columbia without restriction, the owners on that side would have 
the choice of all fia.gs in their carriers, thus to all intents and purposes in­
terjecting foreign bottoms into the coasting trade, though technically the 
voyage is from a foreign port. -

Analogous conditions exist in the relation of the lumber manufacturers 
and shippers of Maine to those of 1ihe provinces east of that State, while the 
markets of the Middle West and Eastern States, that the Pacific coast man­
ufacturers are now cultivn.t1ng, would be divided with British Columbia, and 
the shipments to points closest to destination on the Canadian bo1•der be 
made over a foreign railroad, built and subsidized by foreign capital (paral­
lelingcompeting roads on the American side), to the exclusion of tramo de­
sired by and due to the transcontinental roads in the United States. 

Again, the stimulation or the lumber industry on this coast is a great aid 
to the development of its merchant marine. During the depression in the 
shipbuilding industry in other parts of the U?Uted States such industry J;tas 
been fairly active on the coast, and its fostermg is of more than local rm­
portan.ce, inasmuch as the majority or vessels ot recent construction are 
carrying our flag to foreign ports, where it has been hitherto almost un­
known. The etrect of permitting foreign tonnage, built and run at lower 
cost, to invade the coastingtra.de. would be the sameasuponAmericandeep­
water shipping, now practically driven from the seas, as also to er!ectually 
end as an industry shipbuilding on this coast. 

Your protestant would also most respectfully subm±t to your honorable 
committee, that the protective tendencies of English governments to the 
north of us, in subsidizing railroads, steamship lines, and offering to ~dus­
trial enterprises concessions in the way of land. etc., and especially m the 
system of rentals to mills at a. nominal snm per acre per annum of timber 
lands (by which investment therein 1s avoided), is o! marked advantage to 
the lumber industry on that side, a. compared with the ruling rates of 
stumpage on the American side, or the otherwise necessity of large invest­
ments in timber lands by purChase (the interest on which, with taxes, etc., 
exceeds said rentals), unless the American industry has maintained to it the 
present protection, which it is feared your honorable committee is about to 
disturb. 

Your protestant would further submit to your honorable committe.e, that 
the lumber trade of the United States represents a larger 1nves~nt and 
affords labor to a.. greater number of employ~s. than any other sm~~ in­
dustry, While on the Pacific Coast the ratio or both in:vestmenb .. a.nd. em­
ployes, a~ applied to volumeof business, 1s far beyond that ot other sect­
tions. No other industry not its- outgrowth, except coal (whichJs likewise 
menaced by the proposed tariff changes), exists in the new North west in all 
that area wes-t of the Cascade Mountains; it increases the taxable wealth, 
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gives employment to hundreds of thousands in mills, in woods, and on land 
and sea; its commerce and the tra::le stimulated to supply the mechanical 
wants or its plants, and the physical requirements of the myriads depending 
upon it !or a livelihood. has made populous, magnificent cities on the shores 
or Puget Sound, and it is incredible that its destruction can be considered, 
when such destruction will be the inevitable result o:r the abrogation of the 
existing tarur as to this industry. 
It is not to be expected that the lumber manufacturers of this coast,-with 

the accumulations o:r a lifetime in the balance, and struggling against the 
disastrous ef'!ects of oveTproduction and consequent competition of late 
-years, can vie~ with complacency the further jeopardy threatened by the 
mtimated actiOn o:r your honorable committee, but it is not alone in the 
menace to individual interests that this protest has emphasis; pride of sec­
tion prompts the inquiry: What possible compensati<>n can be o1Iered for 
this proposed disturbance? What gain to the section, State, or nation, is 
expected in return for the surrender of American markets to British Colum­
bia (that has no products to export that this coast has not in surplus and 
will have in surplus for years to come) when such surrender involves the 
certain obliteration of taxable wealth created by this industry alone; de­
stroys the labor and trade of thousands, transfers to alien ships and rail­
roads the traffi.e our own require, and even places the handling of th-e trade at 
ports of consumption with a nonresident class who will not contribute a dime 
to the revenue of the country, leaving only to the American citizen the pay-
ment of the bill. -

Such a course would indeed be" giving to· those that have," since the lum­
ber manufacturers of British Columbia have "protection., enough from the 
paternalism of their own Government, without like aid from that of the 
United States; and against such aid in any form the entire lumber trade of 
the Pacific coast, regardless of party affiliation, h e now and always to 
mo t emphatically protest. 

This company has the honor, both in voicing this p1·otest and submitting 
same to your honora.blf} committee, to subscribe itself on behalf of its con­
freres. 

Very respectfully yours, 
PACIFIC PINE LUMBER COMPANY, 
E. M. HERRICK, Pr-esident. 

A great many people on the Pacific coast are, or have recently 
been, engaged in silver-mining. The ore produced by their 
mines is mainly low-grade ore containing lead· and even in pros­
perous times the mines could not be profitably worked for the 
silver alone. Notwithstmdingthe blow which this industry has 
already received in consequence of the fall in the price of silver 
bullion, the Democratic party proposes to give it another blow, 
which will utterly destroy it, and prevent its revival by classing 
silver ore containing lead more valuable for silver than for lead, 
assilverore,andallowingthefree importation of the lead product 
of Mexico, produced from mines of great richness, by labor re­
ceiving less than one-third the wages necessarily paid to American 
1aborers, thus to drive out the American product and close our 
ail ver and lead mines. Our fisheries are to be rendered less profit­
able by being compelled to submit to a disastrous competition 
with the products of Canadian fisheries. · 

The duty is to be removed from coal, and that industry in 
western Washington and aronnd Coos R"ty in Oregon is to be 
jeopardized or destroyed by eompeti~ion from free foreign coal, 
mined by cheap labor. This is all in accordance with th~ Dem­
ocratic platform, in which protection was denounced as a rob­
bery and unconstitutional. But the Democratic governor of 
West Virginia and a large delegation of Democrats from that 
State appeared before the House Committee of Ways and Means 
and advocated the retention of the protective duty upon coal; 
and it is reported that when the governor was asked if there 
was any industry in West Virginia, protected by the tariff, from 
which protection could be safely removed, he answered in the 
negative. Mr. President, the free traders should bestir them­
selves in West Virginia; there is heresy there. The doctrine 
of a tariff for revenue only is in danger. The integrity of the 
Democratic party is threatened. It is a dangerous condition of 
things when a Democratic governor, and a large deleo-ation of 
leading Democrats, make a pilgrimage to the national. capital 
to plead for the continuance of the protective policy. 

I might continue this statement concerning the chara~ter of 
the legislation proposed by the House bill and the effect of the 
proposed changes upon the industries of the Pacific coast. but I :vm not. Suffice it to say, that if that bill should become ·a law, 
1t means free trade as to all of our most important industries. 
The effect upon the Pacific coast if this proposed legislation 
should be enacted into law would be to destroy millions of in­
ve~ted capital, to pn.ralyze every industry, and bring want, 
rum, and bankruptcy upon our people, and to compel us, in order 
that any industry can be conducted, to require American labor­
ers to work for greatly reduced w~ges-a.condition of things 
never experienced on the coast, and one to which our people 
will everywhere unwillingly submit. Is it proposed to treat the 
South in this manner? No; rice is to continue to receive fair 
protection. Sugar, which is a product of the Southern States 
and mainly of a single Southern State, is to receive continued 
protection. If cotton were not r&ised largely in excess of the 
domestic demand, that w<>uld have been proteeted also. 

RECIPROCITY WITH C.AN.AD.A. 

Putting iron Qre, coal, lumber, and the principal agricultural 
pr<>du~ts <>n the free list, will be especially disastrous to the belt 
o:fagr10ulturaJ., lumbering, and mining States along-the Canadian 
border. Under the House bill, if it shoUld become a law, we 

would have free trade in these article; with Canada. Extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, the United States and Canada 
lie side by side~ divided only by an imaginary line, with similar 
forests and mines, with the same character of soil, but with 
cheaper lands, cheaper labor, and more undeveloped resources 
upon the Canadian side. It is proposed to throw down the bar­
rier which had protected agriculture in the United States and 
compelled the Canadians to contribute largely to our Treasury 
and to admit the products of the cheaper soil and cheaper labo; 
of Canada into the United States free. It is proposed that we 
shall make anexceedingly foolish bargain with C:1nada, and give 
her the markets of sixty-seven millions. of people for the privi­
lege of sending free certain agricultural products into a country 
having :five millions of people. 

But this disproportion between the population of the two coun­
tries is not the worst feature of the proposed reciprocity. The raw 
products of Canada and those of the United States are substan­
tiallythesame. ReciprocitywithCanadawouldmeannverydiffer­
entthingfrom reciprocity with Mexico or South American coun­
tries, from which, with reciprocity, we might get in exchange 
for our products, products of those countries which we do not 
produce; but with the duty removed or reduced upon the products 
of the forests, the mines, and the soil of Canada, the only result 
will be to make farming profitable in Canada, to increase the 
amount of Canadian products annually exported to the United 
States, to crowd out of our home markets a like amount of our 
own products. The amount of Canadian imports will not greatly 
affect prices in the United States, but will affect domestic pro­
duction, and relieve the Canadian producers from the burden of 
paying duties at our ports. It will result in beneiiting the 
Canadian producer, in loss to OUl' Treasury, and to American 
farmers exposed to Canadian competition. 

Our tariff upon agricultural products has made farming un­
profitable in Canada., has protected farmers on our northern 
frontier from undue competition with Canadian products, has 
added greatly to our revenues, contributed, as every one ad­
mit-s, by the Canadian producer, has caused such a difference in 
the prosperity of the two countries as to induce a very large im­
migration of the most industrious, enterprising citizens of the 
Dominion to the United States. All these advantages are to be 
absolutely thrown away, withoutanycompensating benefits; and 
only to carry out an unsound theo1·y ~oncerning free trade in 
raw materials. Our people are to be further taxed; new schemes 
of taxation are to be devised to make them contribute to the 
revenues the amount which, under existing laws, is now con­
tributed by Canadians. 

The McKinley bill considerably increased the duties on many 
agricultural products, protected and stimulated agriculture in 
the United States, increased taxation upon imports.tions of Can­
adian products into this country; but under the House bill this 
policy is to be reversed. This is but another example of the in­
sincerity of the Democratic party when it professes friendship 
for the farmer and laboring man. 

During the debate upon the Mills bill, in both branches of 
Congress, our Democratic friends indulged in all sorts of denun­
ciation of the manufacturers of the country. No epithet was too 
severe to be applied to them. The protective policy was de­
nounced as being intended, and practically operating, to enrich 
the manufacturers at the expense of the agricultural and labor­
ing class. But a change has suddenly come over the Democratic 
~~ -

The manufacturers are no longer robber barons, thriving by 
the oppression and robbery of the producing classes; they have 
suddenly become, in the estimation of the Democratic leaders, a 
class to be preferred and protected. The doctrine of free trade 
is to be applied to the products of poor farmers who tend their 
flocks upon the hillsides of the great West; to the laborerswho 
fell the forests nnd manufacture them into lumter; to the men 
who work the silver and lead mines; to the poor fishermen, who 
make a precarious living by hazardous employment during a 
portion of th~year; to ~he toilers engaged in :rroducing the prod­
ucts of the soil, the mmes and the forests. Protection to man­
ufac~rn:-ers is to be continued, and they -are to be further favored 
by g1vmg them a chance to buy what our Democratic friends 
call "raw material," produc9d by the half-fed and half-clothed 
laborers of Europe. 

The blow threatened against manufacturers is to fall and ex­
pend itself at last upon the producers of raw materials, upon the 
agricultural and laboring classes. But let no one be deceived. 
The blow at the fat•mer, the lumbe1·man, the miner, and the la­
borer, while it will fall first upon them, will reach and be felt by 
every industry, by all classes and all sections. Why is it pro­
posed to put wool on the free list, and to destroy an industry 
which has heretofore afforded a living to 150,000 small farmers 
in ~his country~ and employmen tf~r as many additional laborers; 
an mdustry whi<!h has made farmmg profitable upon portions of 
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the rugged soil of the E1stern States not cydapted to agriculture, 
and enables the mountain regions of California, Oregon, Wash­
ington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado: New Mexico, Ar­
izona, and Ut1h to be utilized? Wb,y destroy an industry which, 
with proper protection, would eventually make this the most ex­
tensive wool-producing country in the world, and enable us to 
furnish the r.1w m aterials for our own m anufacturers? 

As the result of the legislation proposed by the House bill, the 
flocks that graze upon the mountain sides of the great West, 
and the smaller flocks of the sm'1ller fa rmers of the East, will be · 
driven 'to the slaughter pen, the wool-growing induatry will be 
destroyed, thous:tnds or laborers thrown out of employment, 
thousands of farmers ruined, and all to make a market for the 
wool of Australia and South American countries, raised upon 
cheap lands with cheap labor, and with climatic advantg,ges we 
do not possess. Foreign countries, as soon as our flocks are de­
stroyed, will obtain a monopoly of our markets, and wool will 
probably be no cheaper to the manufacturer than it would have 
been with adequate protection to our wool-growing industry. 

During the la te Presidential election and since, there has been 
much s ::tid about Mr. Cleveland being better than his party. 
This was prob3,bly true so far as the question of free coinage of 
silver is concerned. But there has never been any reason to 
suppose that upon the tariff question he was not fully committed 
to free trade, or thn.t, as many people have affected to believe, he 
would prevent radical tariff legislation and preserve American 
industr ies. He is more responsible for the present attitude of 
the Damocratic party toward the tariff than any other Northern 
Democrat. He commenced the contestfor free trade by his tariff 
message of 1887. By. the use of Administrative influence he 
whipped his party in the House of ReJ?resentatives into line with 
him, and has baen perfectly consistent in fully indorsing and 
urging the passage of the Wilson bill, as follows: . 

After a hard struggle tariff reform is directly before U15. Nothing so im­
portant claims our attention and nothing so clearly presents itself as both 
an opportunity and a duty-an opportunity to deserve the gratitude of our 
fellow-citizens and a duty imposed upon us by our oft-repeated professions 
n.nd by the emphatic mandate of the people. After full discussion our coun­
trymen have spoken in favor or this reform, and they have confided the 
work of its accomplishment to.thehands of those who are solemnly pledged 
to it. 
I! there is anything in the theory of a representation in public places of 

the people and their desires, if public offtcers are really the servants of the 
people, and U political promises and professions have any binding force, 
our failure to give the relief so long await-ed will be sheer recreancy. Noth­
ing should intervene to distract our attention or disturb our effort until this 
reform is accomplished by wise and careful legislation. 

* * • ~ * • * 
Manifestly, if we are to aid the people mrectly through tari1J reform, one 

of its most obvious features should be a !'eduction in present tarilr charges 
upon the necessaries of life. The benefits of such a reduction would be pal­
pableand substantial, seen and felt by thousands who would be better fed 
and better clothed and better sheltered. These gifts should be the willing 
benefactions of a government whose highest !unction is the promotion of 
the welfare or the people. · 

Not less closely related to our people's prosperity and well-being is the 
removal of restrictions uuon the import~tion of the raw materials neces­
sary to our manufactures: The world should be open to our national in­
genuity n.ud enterprise. Thlil can not be while Federal legislation, through 
the imposition of high taritr, forbids to American manufacturers as cheap 
materials as those used by their competitors. It is quite ob~ious that the 
enhancement of the price of our manufactured products resulting from this 
policy not only confines the market for these products within our own borders, 
to the direct disadvantage of our manufacturers, but also increases their 
cost to our citizens. 

• $ * * * * 0 
A measure has been prepared by the appropriate Congressional commit­

tee embodving tari.f! reform on the lines herein suggested, which will be 
promptly submitted tor legislative action. It is the result of much patriotic 
and unselfish work, and I believe it deals with its subject consistently and 
n.s thoroughly as existing conditions permit. 

I am satisfied that the reduced taritr duties provided for in the proposed 
legislation, added to existing internal-revenue ta.xation, will, in the near fu­
ture, though perhaps not immediately, produce sufficient revenue to meet 
the needs of the Government. 

The committee, after full consideration, and to provide against a tempo­
I'ary deficiency which may exist before the business or the country adjusts 
itself to the new tariff schedules, have wisely embraced in their plan a few 
additional internal-revenue taxes, including a small tax upon incomes de· 
rived from certain corporate investments. 

* * • • • * * 
In my great desire for the success of this measure I can not restrain the 

suggestion that i ts success can only be atta.ined by means of lmselflshcoun­
sel on the part or the friends .of tarilr reform and as a result of their willing­
ness to subordinate personal desires and ambitions to the general good. 
The local interests afl'ected by the proposed reform are so numerous and so 
varied that it all are insiste:l upon the legislation embodying the reform 
must inevitably fail. 

The report of the t':1riff hearings before the House Committee 
on Ways and Means at the late special session make3 an inter­
esting and valuable volume . The reason urged by all those rep­
resenting American industries for mainta.ining the pi'Otective 
syst~m was that if prot~ctive duties are removed the disastrous 
effect will mainly fall upon the workingman. Their testimony 
shows that free r .l.w materials will not enable American manu­
fa-cturers to compete with foreign manufacturers without a great 
reduction of wag·es. Those who speak on the subject, as a rule 1 

B~ttribute our business depression to the threat of hostile tariff 

legislation. I can only m~ke some hasty references to it as my 
remarks have already been unduly extended. 

Mr. Henry Brunt, of Baltimore, Md., engaged in pottery man~ 
ufacturing, said: 

I hava been engaged in the pottery business for about thirty-five years, 
most or the time in England. Since I became a man. I have spent Len years 
of my life in the pottery industry in England under free trade. I have spent 
twelve years in the pottery industry in America. under protection; so that I 
think I am in a position to speak somewhat of the benefits, or otherwise, 
under free trade or prot.ec tion. 

I have had a.n experience as a worki~gman in England in the pottery in­
dustry. I have been engaged as a manager in England, and as such I have 
had to pay wages and en <rage men. I have had an experience as a working­
man in the po ttery industry in America, and I have been a manager, and 
am now a manal!el' ; so that whatever I say in connection with it will be 
.drawn from my own personal knowledge, and not collected from books. 

I come here to ask you gentlemen to maintain the present rate of duty on 
pottery, and I do so tor several reasons. One or the reasons-which you have 
heard many t1mes before-is because if the duty is reduced, the burden will 
!all on the workingman. In connection with this, I want to make n. little 
statement about the di1Ierence I have paid for some labor in America and in 
England. Most or these comparisons are made with English manufacturers, 
chiefly, I suppose, because reliable statistics are more easily procured in 
England than in some of the other foreign countries. We can, conseq_uently, 
com"flare the conditionsinEn:;land and America better than we can the price 
and condition of things in other countries. 

I have not a very long list, although it is on a. long piece of paper; but I 
have taken the average or what I consider to be the regular number of men 
that it requires to run a pottery. I have started with what we call the en­
gineer in England. I paid $6 a. week in England, and,. !11 iu America for an 
engineer. There are many places which are filled by women in England and 
men in America. 

Mr. Fred Walker, a potter, of Trenton, N.J., said: 
We ask that the present duty be maintained, chiefly !rom the fact that if a 

reduction should take place it would a1Ject the wages of the operatives in 
this country. We have never received as much wages at any time as we are 
at present. 

* * ~ * • * ~ 
We believe as workingmen, that seeing as we receive over 60 per cent dif· 

terence in wages between the m:m paid in England, France, and Germany 
in several branches or our industry, that we ought to be satisfied as wage­
earners. We ask you to consider this. ln a number of States manufactur· 
ers have been trying to improve their lines of products. We are producing 
a better grade or goods than has ever been produced before. I wish to cor­
roborate what the manufacturers have said about the matter. We have 
now two potteries in the city of Trenton in the hands of a receiver-namely, 
the Eagle and the Brewer-both old concerns. They branched out to make 
the higher grade articles and they are now bot,h defunct. That shows that 
this pottery industry is not what it is supposed t~ be. There is not the 
money to-day in the business that there was several years ago, because com­
petition has forced prices down in this business. 

And again, on behalf of the floor, encaustic, vitrified, and 
enamel tile manufacturers, he said: 

Our principal reason for not being able to compete with foreign manu!ac· 
turers is the d11Ierence paid tor wages, the rates in many instances being less 
than one-third of those paid in this country. 

The time has now come when a further reduction in prices will necessitate 
a reduction in wages now paid., and we are or the opinion that the wages are 
not excessive, and would regret exceedingly to be compelled t-o take any steps 
toward a reduction. 

Mr. Frank-L. Bodine, of · Philadelphia, president of the Cohan­
sey Manufacturing Company of New Jersey, made an in t9resting 
statement of the value of labor that enters into the production 
of glass, as follows: 

'l'he wages paid in digging and washing the sand, quarrying and grinding 
the limestone, cutting the trees and manufacturing into boxes, preparing 
the fire clay !or use, mining the coal for fuel, together with the labor of 
transporting, all of which must be paid in addition to wages at the furnaces, 
amounts to 20 per cent of the total cost of finished window glass at the 
works. 

Labor at the works in handling the materials, converting them into glass, 
and assisting the skilled labor adds 20 per cent to the total cost . . Wages paid 
skilled labor or a high class to finish the materials into merchantable win­
dow glass amounts to-45 per cent additional, making the amount paid for 
labor about 85 per cent of t,he total cost at the works, not including plant or 
int-erest paid on capital. Such large proportion or cost paid for wages is 
multiplied many fold in effect by supplying workmen the means to consume 
the products or the farm, and to pay other labor for homes, clothing, and 
other necessaries and comforts of life. -

So marked is the ef!ect of building a glass flll'nace in any locality it is gen· 
erally made the basis for establishing a town and improving the value of ad­
joining land through local demand for products or the soil. 

Although cheaper wages are the main advantage of foreign manufactur­
ers, there are others to be overcome. These are higher cost of plant (foreign 
costs being less than half the cost in the United States), low interest 
ra.tes on investment both for plant and active capital, continuous work all 
the yeru:, including Sundays, making three hundred and fifty days' product, 
while American manufacturers, being idle on account of hot weather from 
June to September, work but nine months,less Sundays, about two hundred 
and thirty-five da,ys, a comparativeloss or one hundred and fifteen days, pro· 
duct, so that foreign furnaces have 50 per cent longer run at the same outlay 
for plant, interest, and general expenses. 

Mr. Joseph Horton, cha.irman and vice-president of the Ameri­
can Iron and Steel Association of Philadelphia, Pa .• made a 
very interestiug statement concerning the manufacture of iron 
and steel. I will make but two or three brief quotations from it. 
He said: 

The magnitude of this interest, 1 think, is not always appreciated eitl:.er 
by our friends or by our enemies. Th.is industry has run over twenty-nine 
States, making pig iron, bar iron, steel, etc., and is widely disseminated, 
therefore, from North to South and from East to West! and I think the num­
ber of workmen actually engaged is about 450,000, Which, by the rules or or­
dinary calculation that each married workman has a family of five, a wife 
and a. family, and while the number is sometimes more than five, it makes 
an average of about five for each workman, and that makes a population of 
2,250,000 who are directly interested in this manufacture of iron and steel: 

• $ • • • • • 
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These foreigners, the men who make goods to send to America, 'are not 

citizens of this country and are not amenable to our laws. They are not lia­
ble to conscription. or drafting, or anything of that kind, for tilling up our 
armies in case of war. They pay no tax or any sort into this Government, 
and merely to equalize their case with that of our working people it is sim­
ply just to our working people that those foreign competitors of theirs 
should pay to the United States Treasury something in the nature of a tax 
for the privilege of coming in here, and, as I say, they do it. It does not 
come out of the pockets of the American consumer. It comes out of the 
pockets or the European, and that we are prepared to show. 

* * * * * * # 
Now; then I may speak upon one other point which belongs to that gen-

eral treatment of the subject. We hear a great deal about class legislation; 
about taking by legislation money out ef one man's pocket and putting it 
into another man's pocket.. Now, th~::n, this is a fantasy, a kind of bugaboo, 
and it has no real existence. There is no law which says John Smith shall 
pay John Jones so much per annum; there is no laww.hichsaysJoh.nSmith, 
if he thinks John Jones is getting too much of this world's goods. shall not 
go into the same line o! business. The laws are such that any man can go 
into any kind of business whatever. A.ny section of the country which 
thinks another section of the country is prospering too greatly will probably 
find, if it pays attention to the subject, it can itself go into the manufacture 
of that product, just as in the Sout·h they have found in regard to the iron 
and steel business. 

The st3.tements made concerning the manufacture of tin plates 
in this country are very interesting in view of the fact that by 
the House bill as agreed upon by the Ways and Means Commit­
tee the destTuction of this industry is determined upon. Mr. F. 
G. Niedringhaus said: 

A. little over twenty years ago the manufacturers of tin plate in England, 
their agents ~nd import.ers, succeeded in having the duty reduced to a 
merely nominal one of a cent per pound, barely a duty for revenue only, and 
thereby they crushed out the small attempt at that time to manufacture tin 
plates in this country. Now, that same influence is at work to-day, not so 
much for the reduction or the duty on tin plate but mainly for the destruc­
tion of the tin-plate industry which really does exist i.n this country to-day. 
Millions of dollars have been invested and thousands of people are employed 
in th9 industry. The duty was raised under the last so-called McKinley bill 
$1.20 per box. 

Now, on this $1.20 per box the English manufacturer reduced his price 50 
cents a. box, leaving the balance to be paid by the American consumer. 
But, however, it must be stated that the weight per box has been gradually 
reduced by the English manufacturer to about 90 pounds per box, and the 
American manufacLurer (speaking now for my own company) furnishes 108 
pounds per box, so that really, when you consider that, the price has hardly 
been advanced to the Ainerican consumer. 

The prices we pay for labor are 150 per cent adva.nce on the English price. 
The duty imposed is perhaps 70 per cent. Now, labor gets all of that duty 
imposed and 70 per cent in addition, or, in other words, the labor gets the 
benefit of all the duty and the natural advantages which we possess in 
America. If we had labor at English pri··es with our natural resources we 
can not only hold our own but we will beat them in their own market. 

Now, if duty on tin plate is reduced to, the former duty before the last act 
it will nUuce labor wa.ges·one-third. If it is put o.n the free list it will put 
it to less than one-halt. It was .not only putting on the duty, but the Ameri­
can Congress attached to that duty in the last act a five years' limit, to al­
low the manufacturers and those who were willing to risk their money five 
years' time to demonstrate whether pla.t.e could be manufactured in America. 
Now, that has been practically demonstrated, a.nd the mystery in which 
this business was clothed at the beginning has disappeared. The manu­
facture of tin plate is one of the most simple manufactures imaginable, and 
I can call your honorable chairman to testify in that respect, because he 
worked at the trade himself at one time. 

Mr. W .C. Cronerneyer, of Pittsburg, Pa., said: 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, when, i.n former years, 

I appeared before this committee to plead for the American tin-plate inter­
ests, I had to make the statement that I represented 'in industry which did 
not exist in the United States. To-day I am happy to say that I represent 
an industry which does exist, and although it is yet very young (only about 
two years old) it is up to the present time a very healthy infant, which has 
grown vigorously under the most adverse circumstances. -

I do not believe that any other industry, if ever so well protected, has been 
established so rapidly and with as few failures in the start as our young in­
dustry, and that in spite of its being <;ailed into life at the time of a. serious 
depression caused by financial collapses inSo~hAmerica and England, and 
which had their reflex in this country, but the fUll force of which was hap­
pily aYerted because just at the time a tariff bill was passed by our Congress 
which filled our industries with new hopea.ndourfinancialinstitutions with 
new confidence in the future or our industries. The tin-plate industry has 
grown in spite of a bill having passed the House or Representatives and 
hanging over our heads like the sword of Damocles repealing t.he very law 
which only a few months p1·evious had called this industry into life. 

The following is a list of names of firms who have embarked in the tin and 
terne plate manufacture during the last two years, and the amounts which, 
recording to t~eir last report, they have in vested in their pla.nts: 

Firms or companies. 

A. A. Thompson& Co------------------·-· 
Aliquippa 'l'in Plate Co- ----- ·--"---------
A.merican Stamping Co.--·· __________ .... 
American Tin Plate Machine and Manu-

factm·ing Co. 
American Tin Plate Co ______ _____ _______ _ 
Apollo Iron and Steel Co .. _______________ _ 
Baltimore Steel, Iron and Tin Plate Co .. 
Britton Rolling Mill Co. ___________ ______ _ 
Blairsville Rolling Mill and TinPlate Co. 
Cleveland Tin Plate Co _______ ____________ _ 
Cincinnati Corrugating Co.···-----------
Coates & Co.: .•.. --~- . ___ -·-· ________ ___ __ _ 
Cumberland Rolling Mill and Tin Plate 

Co. 
Columbia TinPlate Co __ __ ~--------·------
E. Morewood & C:o. ______ ------------ --- ---
Falcon Tin Plate and ':;heet Iron Co ____ _ 
Griffith & Cadwall::1.der ·-- ------------·----

Location. 
Amountin­
vestedintin· 
plate plant. 

New York, N.Y ..... ----------··--
Aliquippa, Pa_______ $22,250.00 
Brooklyn, N. y______ 14,841.65 
Linfield, Pa_________ 76,000.00 

Elwood, Ind.________ 300,0CO.OO 
Apollo, Pa_______ ____ 3,000.00 
Baltinwre,Md _______ ·-·-----------
Cleveland, Ohio_____ 58,000.00 
Blairsville, Pa. __ ____ 100,000.00 
Cleveland, Ohio_ _ _ _ _ 12, 000. 00 
Piqua, Ohio. ____ -·-- 2, 000.00 
Baltimore, Md ______ -------------· 
Cumberland, Md____ 00,000.00 

Piqua, Ohio. _______ _ 
Gas City, Ind _______ _ 
Niles, Ohio ________ :_ 
Pittsburg, Pa -----·-

4,000.00 
125,000.00 
110,000.00 
15,000.00 

Firms or companies. Location. 
Amount in­
vested in tin· 
plate plant. 

Gummey, Sparing & Co ___________________ Philadelphia, Pa____ 8?5,000.00 
Hughes &Patterson _________________ ------ ______ do __ -------- ---·- -------- -·----
Indiana. Tin Plate Manufacturing Co·-·- Atlanta, Ind. ____________ ---·---·--
JohnHamilton ---------------------- -- ---- Pittsburg, Pa_______ 25,000.00 
Kahn Bros.·--------- ----- -~--- --- ---- --~-- New York, N. Y ___________ --------
Ma.rshallBros. &Co ... ·------- ------- ----- Philadelphia. Pa.... 123,000.00 
Matthar, Ingram & Co---------,----------- Baltimore Md ______ --------------
McKinley Tin Plate Co----------·-------- Wilkinsburg, Pa____ 2J,OOO.OO 
Merchant & Co-------------------- ________ Philn.delphia, Pa____ 2,000. 00 
Moorewood Tin Plate Manufacturing Co. Eliza::eth. N. J __ ____ 95,000. ro 
N. and G. Taylor Co ___ __ ______ ___ _________ Philadelphia, Pa____ 400,000.00 
Norton Bros. _____ ___ ______ _____ _ ----______ Chicago, Ill .___ __ ____ 400,000.00 
New Castle Tin Plate Co __________________ New Castle, Pa______ 2ro,OOO. 00 
Norristown Tin Plate Co---------··------ Norristown, Pa _________ ------·---
Phillips Tin Plate Co--------------------- Philadelph.ia, Pa __________ _______ _ 
P. H. Laufman & Co---------------------- Apollo, Pa _________ . _ 50,000.00 
Pittsburg Electroplating Co_____ ________ _ ____ do _________________________ ---· 
Pittsburg TinPlate Works-------------- NewKensiugton, Pa 23,147.42 
Record Manufacturing Co________________ Conneaut, Pa___ _ ____ 30, 000. o:> 
Jas. B. Scott & Co-·-·--·-------------~---- Pittsburg, Pa -----·- 10.500.00 
St. Louis Manufacturing Co ______________ St. Louis, Mo________ 400,000.00 
Somerton TinPlate Works ____ _________ __ Brookly.n, N. y______ 2i8,6l0.50 
United States Iron and Tin Plate Manu- Demmler, Pa________ 2.SO,OOO.OO 

fa.cturing Co. 
Wallace Banfield & Cv _______________ __ ___ Irondale, Ohio____ __ 250,000.00 

TotaL __ ------·-·--- __ __ ------ -- ~------ ________________ ---· ____ 3, 493 379.57 

1 could not ascert::tin the investment of ten of these above firms. 
The following figures, taken froiD: SJ>ecial Age:1t Ayer's report, will illus-

trate more clearly the growth or this mdustry: . 

Fit·st yeat·. 
Quarter ending- Pounds. 

September 30, 189L ________ ---- - -------·-- ________ -·-·- 26,922 
December 31, 189L ... ~--------·--------- _________ ----- 1, 4.09, 821 

r~;'OO~is~~~~===~== ====== ====== ======== =========== ::::: ~: :: ~~ 

Pou.nds. 

13,646,719 
Second year. 

Quarter ending- . 
September 30, 1892 -------·- ·- ---·----------- __ __ .. ---·- 10,952,725 
December 31, 11!92 ____ ---- __ ...... ---· -------- -·-· _ --·-- 19, 7"':>6, 491 

ru;r;~o~ls~~=~- ==== :::::::::: =~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: m: ~~ 
95, 275, 615 . 

TotaL.--··-··- ____ ----··-----· ______ ·---·- _____________ ---· 103, 92"2, 334 
The product in the last quarter of the fiscal year 1893 was 4,232 times 

greater than t.he production in the first quarter of the fi:scal year, 18:l2. Did 
you ever hear of any other industt·y increasing to such au extent within 
years? 

Mr. Theodore Justice, of Philadelphia, made an interesting 
statement concerning the wool industry, from which I quote: 

More than half the whole clip of the United States is raised west of the 
?riississippi River. When the tarif! law was passed in 1867 there were com­
paratively no sheep west of the Mississippi River. Our sheep wero east at 
that time, with the exception of a few in Texas. That tariff made the duty 
12 cents a pound, or 11 per cent ad valorem, and the high price which pre· 
va.iled outside made the duty fully 15 per cent ad valorem protection. Under 
that condition of affairs the wool clip of t'!:e United States increased with 
strides and bounds. We outstripped every othernat.ion in the world in that 
respect. We beat Australia, even, with its large acreage of perennial pas­
turage. 

The CRA.ffiMAN. When was that? 
Mr. JusTICE. From the time of tlie passage or the l&w in 186i unto its re­

peal in 1883. It was repealed in 1883. went into effect in 1884, and wool de­
clined very rapidly from that time. From 18i3 to 1884 the t~riff <m wool in 
the United States was u.nder the law of 1867. In 1884 the repeal of t!J.e law 
had got into full operation, and the ell'ect was fatal. 'l'he number of sheep 
in the United. States in 1873 was 170,000,000. When the tarin' of i!i67 was re­
pealed tha tariff law of 1883 reduced the duty to 10 cents a pound. Woolens 
that had been protected by a duty or from 13 to 15 cents under the law of 1867 
had increased enormously. With the reduction in 1883 to 10 cents a pou.nd, 
a number of sheep in the United StJ.tes were slaughtered.. That t:u-i.IT was 
inadequate. It was a protective tarifr and not a revenue tariff. When a 
tariff fails to be protective it is a revenue tariff. 

Under the revenue tariff of 1883, so far as wool was concerned, the wool clin 
of the United States decreased from 340,000,000 pounds in 188!, the first year 
aft-er the new law went into effect, 12 percent; but from 1813, under the tariff 
law of 1867, up to 1884, when it was repealed, the wool clip of the United 
States measured by the number of sheep had increased 100 per cent. No 
other nation in the world had approached us. Australia had increased in 
the same time from 280,000,000 pounds in 1873 to 4£0,000,000 pounds in 1883, 
while the United Stat-es had increased 100 per cent. 

Take Great Brita.in, the only country which competes with us, and our con­
dit.ion is more favorable. In England sheep are fed.. Although the winters 
are much harder the amount fed is lP.ss, The British clip decreased 19 per 
cent, while the United States was increasing 100 per cent. During the same 
years, while the wool clip was increa.<;ing 1CO per cent, the Cape of Good 
Hope, with free trade, increased only 6 per cent. 

.. >!< ,. * .;: "' * 
Now, we will take the second period of in.adequa.te protection !tom 1884up 

to the time of the McKinJey law. The increase in Austmlia was unchanged. 
During that second period, from 1884 to 1890, Australia increased 29 per cent; 
the .A...rgentine Republic, under free trade, increased 23 per cent, and Great 
Britain had held its own. 'l'he Cape of Good Hope increased 6 per cent, and 
the United States (the only nation in the world to do so) decreased 12 per 
cent in her wool clip. It was because of this that the wool-growers of the 
United States demanded increased duties; and when the McKinley bill was 
passed they were accorded the beggarly increase of 12 per cent; but there 
was so much noise made about it that some think it was increased many 
times more than that amount. 

• • * • * * .. 
It is fair to assume that what has happened to manufacturers will occur 

again; and if the tariff law which lasted from 1881 up to the passage or the 
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McKinley law was-inadequate protection, then under a. repeal the wool crop 
of the United Stat-es will be destroyed. 

-~ $ $ $ • • .. 

United States Consul-General Wallace, in his report, which is on file, states 
the reasons why wool in Australia is 12 cents a pound. It is because their 
land is largely owned by the Government, and fenced by the Government. 
The sheep do not even require to be herded. YJle only ~st is the labor in 
shear ina and the marketing o! the wool and the sheep. Can we produce wool 
tor 12 cents a pound? 

This wool [indicating] will net l cent a pound on the basis otto-day's Lon­
don >alues. T.hewool-gro"·er of the United States is getting Lcent a. pound, 
while his competitor in Australia is getting 12 cents a pound. If there is any 
manufacturer present he knows that the farmer of America. would have no 
market for his.. wool when it is only worth 1 cent a. pound. 

... * * • $ • ~ 

M.r. WHITING. Is in not a. fact that nearly a.ll the manufacturers have me­
moralized Congre s that the present depression is due to the financial con­
dft.ion of the country? 

Mr. JUSTIOE. I think the best opinion of the manufacturers­
Mr. WHITING rinterposing]. Have they not said it? 
Mr. JUSTICE. 'l'hey have said that the silver bill is the cause -of it. When 

you repeal the silver law you-will find that they fear tariff revision, and will 
think that it was the only cause of this depression; and there will not be a 
single mill started until they can see their way throught it. I am only re­
peating what has beerr said to me by manufacturers. I happen to know 
one or two cases where they are runniiignowon full time. ram telling what 
I know. I know where mills have started up only because the wages were 
reduced 10 t-o 20 per cent. The mills I have in mind particularly have run 
out of orders, and have shut down. Onemansaidtome: "We can not make 
goods at the pre ent wages." · 

But the most unexpected defense of the protective system 
came from Hon. W. A. :r-.icCorkle, governor of West Virginia. 
He said: 

We are to-day looking down to the sunny seas of the South lor the glory 
and progress of West Virginia. We are looking there to-day for the mag­
nificent de>elopment which we have begun in our region, which is pouring 
the golden dollars into the beautiful Kanawha. 

We are asking that our coal may go down the Ohio, through the Missis­
sippi jetties which you have built, and in a. short time through the Nica­
ragua. Canal. I tell yon to give West Virginia. a chance and she will certainly 
drive out the coal which comes from the Australian dominions of Her Maj-

- esty the Queen. 
Now, I am a Democrat, and I am talking from a Democratic standpoint. I 

say that the spirit of selfishness should not reign supreme. r do ask that 
this committee will not 1ay its hands upon the industry, whie-h will paralyze 
my beautiful State, and will render sterile her fair valleys. I know that 
perhaps yon ge-ntlemen are tired of these discussions; but yon are here to­
day to consider the question of th-e tariff on coal. I know nothing of the spe­
cial refinements of the tariii, but I do know that if yon take away this protec­
tion the interest mru;,t die. All we ask is our fair share of the policy of the 
country. I care nothing for the learned gentlemen who claim to know all 
about this question. I know not where they get their learningt but I know 
the people of West Virginia, I know the miners ot West Virginia, I know 
the coal-land owners of West Virginia, and I know the men who dig thacoal 
and they are here to-~ay. I do know the storekeepers in West Virginia, and 
in fact I know the people from the wealthy coal baron down to the poor devil 
who e house is at the mouth of the min~. r care not what your theories are. 
Yon will never strike a man who is interested in the coal industry but yon 
will strike the coal miner, the railroad transporter, and the river man. 
If you take the tariff o:tr coal, which is less in proportion.tha.n the aver­

age duties, I believe it will h.urt you; but putting aside the refinement of 
theories and controversies, the great proposition remains that you will hurt 
every man, woman, and child engaged m the coal industry. Therefore, I 
say, take yom: hands off the tarifl on coal and leave it as it is. 

Another thing I do know, and that is that politics to-day plays a par t in 
that portion of the ~tate. I mean to say that'we. were raised up as a. buflet 
for al'mies to march against, when men pursued each other with cannon. 
We are to-day in that same border warfare in the great politics of this coun­
try; therefore l say, meaning no threat, "don't do it." 

This appeal of the Democratic governor has been supplemented 
by similar appeals from Alabama and other portions of the South. 
The Southern position on the tariff is not in accord with thatof 
the men who now control the recently developed mining and 
manufacturing industries in that region, and it is apparent that 
the n.p.peals which h:1ve been made to the committee for protec­
tion to the industries of the South are but the beginning of a. 
movement which will grow until in many of the Southern States 
the sentiment in favor of protection will be as strong as it is in 
New England. 

The success of the Democratic party, even with the control of 
both the Senate and House, in 1888, would not have shaken con­
fidence and demoralized business as its success on. the platform 
of 1892 has done. In the Democratic national platform of 1888 
a promise was given that in changing the tariff laws existing 
industries should not be destroyed. A similar provision, con­
tained in the platform reported by the committee on resolutions 
at- the last Democratic national convention, was deliberately 
stricken out, and protection denounced as robbery and uncon­
stitutional . 

Those who affect to believe, if there are any such since the 
President's message was received, that the protective system is 
not to be destroyed under the present Administration assume 
that the Democratic m!l.jorities in both Houses of Congress will 
disregard the pledges of their party, abandon their position upon 
the tariff, and become suddenly converted to the doctrine of 
protection. No appeals on behalf of the industries of the coun­
try for continued protection to capital and labor will be of any 
avail. The protective policy is doomed so far as·its fate can be 
determined by the DemiJcratic party, as at present constituted. 
The hostility of the South to the protective system is portrayed 

in the following extract from the Louis villa Couriee·J ournal 
republished in the Press, of New York, with the comments of 
the_Presa, as follows: 

STOP TRIB! GOL. W:ATTERSON. 

"The more thorongh a.nci sweepin~the re1orm the surer and speedier the 
relief. Every evil prediction is the voice of Mammon shrieking the tormen-t 
of the damned. Every threat of min and confusion is the devil's bellman 
vainly seeking to sound hell's fire alarm. Thelongnightisover. Theda.wn 
of a longer day has come. Presently its glorious sun will rise to brighten 
every prospect, and as the painted harlot of Protection, her orgy ended and 
her beauty gone, wends her way over the hill to the boneyard, millions of 
honest people will rejoice, wondering how the bleared- and beastly thing 
'iJor:1J~e'J-~~~:;:aTa.ny spells and la. t so long. "-Henrv Watterson in LouisuiHe 

Yes, the dawn of-a longer day's work and less pay for the American work 
man! The dawn of a pel"iod of unprecedented depre sion and ruin for Amer· 
!can industries! The dawn of povertyand lack of employment for those who 
under protection have always found plenty of work and good wages. The 
glo1·ious sun rises, it is true since the Democratic victory, but not over 
brightened prospects. Its bright rays reveal closed factories and mills and 
warm the forms of idlers in the market place and public squares. The 
Press wishes the long night-was over, but fears it has but begun, and that 
the devil's bellmen, in the shape of sheritr and auctioneer, have started on 
their rounds of ruin and desolation.. 

Mr. President, it is assumed that the political majority in Con­
gress has been commissioned by the American people to strike 
down the protective system, and enact a tariff for revenue only, 
to !1-dopt the English system of free trade, and upon the face of 
thmgs, there is ground for the claim. The last Presidential 
election was fought ostensibly upon. the tariff issue. The plat­
form of the Democratic party contained a more radical declara­
~o.n against a protec~ve tariff than ever beforamade by any po­
htlCal party, an!! the ISsue was squarely made by the Republican 
platform. The Democraticcandidatefor President was the great 
apostle o!free trade in this country, and at the election received 
a majority of votes. The result of the election-was to make it 
possible foe the Democratic party to put its threat acrainst the pro-
tective policy into exe.cution. "' 

But l h:1ve my own views as to the causes which defeated the 
Republican party and placed the Democratic party in power. I 
do not think the result was a deliberate- verdict ol the people 
upon the tariff question. The Democratic victory was rather­
the result of a world-wide dissatisfaction with existing condi­
tions and government everywhere, because it is charged with 
the execution of the laws, the maintenance of public order, and 
the protection of personal and property rights-a dissatisfaction 
increased and intensified. in this country by the unfortunate la­
bor troubles at Homestead and elsewhere. 

But whether I am right or wrong about-the causes of the Dem­
ocratic victory, one t,hing is now as certain as anything can be 
which has not been ascertained by actual demonstration, and 
that is, that pre::.ent conditions have furnished an object lesson 
which has had a w·onderful effect in the campaign_of education 
upon the tariff question. The closed mills, silent machinery, 
broken banks, and unemployed millions are more eloquent ad­
vocates of the protective system than human orators. Wher­
ever the people of the North have had an opportunity, since the 
Presidential election, to speak, their_ voice has been, with noun­
certain sound, far the protection of American labor. If a vote 
could be t:1ken to-day upon the question whether the protective 
-system should be maintained or destroyed, the verdict would be 
overwhelmingly in favor of its maintenance. 

Persistent attacks upon the protective policy, gross misrepre­
sentations as to the purpises and effects of protection, exagger­
ated statements concerning the unsatisfactory condition of the 
agricultural and laboring classes, and pretended sympathy with 
the laboring classes in their controversies with their employ­
ers, the long period ol prosperity under Republican admin­
istration and Republican policy, during which our previous ex­
periences under a tariff for revenue only wereforgotten, and the 
general dissatisfaction with the existing order of things brought 
the Democratic party into power. But the threat oi legislation 
hostile to our great industries, coupled with the power of the 
Democratic party to put the threat into execution, was sufficient 
to arrest the tide of our business prosperity and bring upon the 
countryindustrialand financial distress. 

As the great industries of the country closed, laboring men 
learned, what those who had studied the question in the light 
of our history and experience knew before, that the prosperity 
of our great industries is necessary to their prosperity· that 
money invested in business industries must be idle unless it can 
be profitably employed· that idle capital- means idle men, and 
idle men means stat-vation; that a hostile blow aimed at the 
manufacturinginte1·ests falls hea.viest on the laboring classes. 
The experience of the country since the 4th of March last has 
taught the people a lesson which all the efforts of the friends ot 
protection failed to teach. 

The late contest in Ohio was fought squarely on national is­
sues. The tariff question was the overshadowing issue. Gov~ 
ernor McKinley, on the one side, represent~d the Republican 
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wlicy of protection, while Mr. Neal., the man W: ho in. the Da.mp7 
cratic national convention of lb92 moved to strike out the tanlf 
plank of the- platf~r~as--r.eported from the cc;>mmi~tee, whli?h 
contained a..recogmtlDn of the fact-that there 1s a differenc8> m . 
wages in this country and in foreign cOtmtries, and which also 
contained a promise that existing: industries-should..not be ruth­
lessly destroyed by arevjsion of the tariff, and who in lieu thereof 
submitted a resolution declaring tha.t protection was robbery 
and unconstitutional, re:Qresented, on: the other sid.e, the tariff.­
for-revenue-only policy. ThE:> result was a sweeping victory for 
protection. The- Republican majority in Ohio was the largest 
ever given in that State, except when Vallandigham was beaten 
in the midst of the war of the rebellion~ 

Accepting the-claim insisted upon by the Democrats . that in 
electing Mr. Cleveland the people indorsed, and, s.o far as the?:· 
votes went, committed the Government to the ,policy of a tanff 
for revenue only, then our Democratic friends, in order to be 
consistent must a-cknowledge that the evidences that public sen.­
timentcon'cerning the tariff has changed since the election of Mr. 
Clweland as afforded by the result of the late eleetions, a1·e 
notconfi.n~d to Ohio. The victories in Pennsylvania, Massachu­
setts New York, and Iowa leave no room for doubt that there 
has been a complete revulsion of public sentiment on the ques­
tion. We have witnessed the extraordinary spectacle of the­
Democratic governor ~nd leading D~mocrats- oJ a great St~te, 
committed by their nat1onal Democratw _Pl~orm to the. doctr~e 
that protection is robbery and. unconstitutwnal, plead~ w1th 
a committee of another branch of Congress for; the- contmuance 
of protection to thelndustries of their State. 

Mr. President, ordinarily I would not attempt to prevent the 
Democratic .JI13,jority from committing an act that would prove 
to be political suicide; but so great.and disastrous-will. be the con­
sequences of a destruction of. the J.!.rotective system; that I sia­
cerely hope our Democratic friends will pause in their purpose 
to force free trade upon the- people of the United States, and 
·that they will take- notice of the changed public sentiment of the 
country, and t!ik{ng this notice, they will cease in their efforts · 
tud.estroy the industries-of the country. 
. Mr. BERRY~ I move that the-Senate adjol.Trn. 

The motion was agreed.. to; .and (at 5 o'clock and 15 minutes p. 
m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, December 
19, 1893, at 12 o'clock m. 

HOUSE OF -REPRESENTATIVES. 

MONDAY; December 18, 1893. 

The Bouse met at 12 o'clock m. Pr~er by the Chaplain, Rev. 
E. B. BAG~. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday was read and ap-
proved. 

AL~XANDER AND CHALMERS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House- a letter from the Actr 
ing .Secret!:Lry of the Treasury, transmitting a communication 
from the Attorney-General transmitting the papers· in the claim 
of Alexander & Chalmers for service- in defense of Indians; 
which was referreft to the Committee on Claims. 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. 

The SPEAKER announced the following appointments: 
Mr. MAHON, as-a mem be1.· of the Committee on Interstate and 

Foreign Commerce. 
Mr. BUNDY. as a member of the Committee on .Mines and ~m­

ing,and also as a member of the Committee on Expenditures on. 
Public Buildings. 

ANNIE V. MUMFORD. 

Mr. WRIGHT of Pennsylvania.. Mr.Speaker,Iask unanimoUS" 
consent for the present consideration of the joint resolution 
which I send to the desk·(H. Res. ~01) for tbe relief of Annie V. 
Mumford, widow of Oliver Mumford; late captain Company A, 
Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

The joint resolution was read. 
The SPEAKER~ Is there objection to the-request of the gen­

tlem:m from Pennsylvania for the present consideration of this· 
joint resolution? 

Mr-. OUTHWAITE. I wish to ask the gentleman- whether 
this c1se is an exception to the class of cases: cover.ed by the bill 
which passed the Senate a few days ago? 

Mr. WRIGHT of Pennsylvania. I think not. I think this 
case, will be covered by that bill if it ever becomes a law. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Then, Mr~ Speaker, I see no occasion for 
this special legislation, as a bill p:tssed the Senate a few days 
ago, which will soon come before the House and which will com­
p-rehend all such cases as this-. 
. The SPEAKER. Objectio.n is·made. 

MESSAGE FROM· THE PRESIDENT. _ 

A.message.drrWt""iting:from the.President of.. theUntted S·tates 
was communicated to= the · House- oi Represent9.tives- by Mr; 
PRUDEN) .one. of his:seur-etaries; 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the Hous.e resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union for further consideration of the pending 
appro_Qriation bill. 

The motion was agreed· to. 
The House accordingly resolved. itself into Committee of the 

Whole (Mr. HATCH in the chair). 
DEFLCIENCY APPROPRIATION JJILL. 

The CHAffiMAN. The HOuse is in Committee of tha Whole 
for the further conside-ration of the pending. bill, the title of. 
which the Clerk will read.. 

The Clerk read the title, as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 4763) making appropriatiollS to supply fur..her urgent deft­

cien.cies in the a-pprop:riations for thfr. fiscal yea.r. ending,_ Juna :m, 1894, and 
for prior years, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee rose on Saturday 
last unanimous consent had beerr given that general deb:tte 
should be closed to-day at the expir.ation of three hours, an hom· 
and a half to be under the control of the gentleman from. Ken­
tucky [Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] and an hour and a half under the 
control of the gentleman from Illin.ois{1Ir. CANNON]. The gen­
tleman from Kentucky is recognized. 

Mr. BREC.KINRIDGE of Kentucky. :Mr. Chairman, ii it be 
agreeable to the minority! we will begin the debate this morn­
ing, and I now yieldtwentyminutes to the gentleman from fin-
nesota (Mr. BALDWIN). -

Mr. BALDWIN. Mr. Chairman, I had no thought of taking 
any part in thb discussion, nor would I do s·o now we:re it not 
that· gentlemen on the-other side of this Chamber ha.ve chru·ged · 
the pr_esent Administration with being unfriendly-to our Union 
soldiers. Especially have they,. mentioned in that connection 
the Secretary of the Interior-and the Commissioner of Pensions. 
M.r; Chairman, I deny the charge. I confess that my relations 
with the President are not of that intimate, confidential, social 
character claimed by the distinguished gentleman from Missis:. 
sippi [Mr-. ALLEN]. [Laughter.] I have never been taken into 
his confidence, never invited to his councils. I have not talked 
with him on the question of finance, the question of pensions, the 
question of tariff reform, or on the- Hawaiian affair; in fact, I 
have never talked with him upon any question at all. I have­
been:.. willing-as has every Democratic and Populist member of 
this House-to advise the President on these ·questions. I'have 
been especially desirous to ad vise w!th him regarding the dis­
tribution of the political patronage of my Congressional district. 
And yet, Mr. Chairman, I have full faith and conti.dence in Pres­
ident Cleveland, and I am in full accord with his Administra­
tion. Lknow him to be an honest man and a just man, and, as 
such, I know him to -be the friend of the honest soldier. It has 
boon. my good fortune to have come into closer relations with 
the Secretary of the Interior. Prejudiced at first, from my ac­
quaintance Lhave lear~ed to honor. and to respe<:t him. He is 
a big, broad-gauged, brainy man, as honest and as just as God 
makes-men, and the honest soldier need have no fear from his 
administration oi the affairs of the Pension .Burea . 

MF. Chairman, it would ill become me as aRepresentativefrom 
the Smte of Minnesota- to sit silently in my seat while gentlemen 
on. the other side of this House are impugning the motives and 
questioning the actions of the Commissionru~ of Pensions, one of 
the most distinguished citizens of the Commonwealth I have the 
honor--in part-to represent. After an intimate acquaintance with 
the chru-acter.andreputation of Judge Lochren for nearly a score 
of years, Lsay without qualification that the men who fought to 
preserve intact the Union of States, which we all love, have no 
firmer friend, no warmer champion. no more self-sacrificing com­
rade than. the gentleman. who presides to-day over the Pension. 
Bureau. For three years, commencing in April, 1861, William 
Lochren was himself a.soldier1 enlisting.in the ranks in a regi­
ment which has gone into history as one of the bravest, truest, 
and. best-organizations that graces the annals of our country. 

He' was-, sir., the full p!trtner of the best and bravest in all the 
sufferings whieh..have been. so sentimentally and so eloquently 
portrayed by our Republican friends. He endured the wearing 
marehes; joined in. the songs and story of the bivouao ·when the-e 
day's toil was over; was awakened atrdawn by-thes3..melongroll, 
and went· into the conflict.carrying: his life in his hand as ready. 
as the readiest to deliver ·it up at the demand of patriotic devo­
tion:. He suffered with them. u_ncomplainingly the cold blasts of 
the wintry wind and.the torrid heat of the summer sun. He made.: 
aequaintmce, as they, with. w-ounds atrGettysburg and. with. dis_ 
ease;in the fe-ver--infected swamps of the Chickn,bominy. H& 
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