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L"'TERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION-NOMINATION PASSED OVER 
The Chief Clerk read the nomination of John Monroe 

Johnson, of South Carolina, to be Interstate Commerce Com
missioner. 

Mr. McCARRAN. Mr. President, I ask that that nomina
tion go over until the conclusion of the matter now before 
the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the nom
ination will be passed over. 

POSTMASTERS 
The Chief Clerk proceeded to read sundry nominations of 

postmasters. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the nom

inations of postmasters are confirmed en bloc. 
POSTMASTER, MIAMI, FLA.-GEORGE E. MERRICK 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. President, earlier in the day the 
nomination of George E. Merrick to be postmaster at Miami, 
Fla., was favorably reported by the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the nomination. My colleague the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. PEPPER] is in favor of the nomination, and 
I should like to have the matter disposed of today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the 
request of the Senator from Florida? The Chair hears none. 
Without objection, the nomination is confirmed. 

That completes the calendar. 
MOUNT RUSHMORE MEMORIAL 

Mr. BARKLEY. Mr. President, I move that the Senate 
resume the consideration of legislative business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate resumed the 
consideration of legislative business. 

Mr. BARKLEY. From the Committee on the Library, I 
report back favorably without amendment the bill (H. R. 
8357) to amend the Mount Rushmore Memorial Act of 1938, 
and I ask unanimous consent for its present consideration. 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Mr. President, what is the nature 
of the measure? 

Mr. BARKLEY. It is a bill amending the authority under 
which the monuments at Mount Rushmore are being carved 
by Mr. Gutzon Borglum. It .authorizes the appropriation 
of a little additional money. The bill was passed by the 
House, and it is important that it pass the Senate in order 
that the Committee on Appropriations may consider it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the 
immediate consideration of the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. 8357) to amend 
the Mount Rushmore Memorial Act of 1938 was considered, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RECESS 
Mr. BARKLEY. I move that the Senate take a recess until 

12 o'clock noon tomorrow. 
The motion was agreed to.; and (at 4 o'clock and 55 minutes 

p. m.) the Senate took a recess until tomorrow, Tuesday, 
May 14, 1940, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

NOMINATIONS 
Executive nominations received by the Senate May 13 

(legislative day of April 24), 1940 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Royd R. Sayers, of Virginia, to be Director of the Bureau 
of Mines, vice John Wellington Finch, resigned. 

APPOINTMENT, BY TRANSFER, IN THE REGULAR ARMY 
TO ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT 

First Lt. Grosvenor Francis Powell, Coast Artillery Corps, 
with rank from August 1, 1935, effective July 16, 1940. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE REGULAR ARMY 
TO BE COLONELS 

Lt. Col. James Roy Newman Weaver, Infantry, from May 
2, 1940. . 

Lt. Col. John Porter Lucas, Field Artillery, from May 2, 
1940. 

Lt. Col. William Henry Harrison Morris, Jr., Infantry, from 
May 2, 1940. 

TO BE LIEUTENANT COLONELS 
Maj. Charles Everett Hurdis, Field Artillery, from May 2, 

1940. 
Maj. Henry Hutchings, Jr., Corps of Engineers, from May 

2, 1940. 
Maj. Henry John Schroeder, Signal Corps, from May 2, 

1940. 
TO BE MAJORS 

Capt. William Robert Sweeley, Air Corps (temporary ma
jor, Air Corps), from May 2, 1940. 

Capt. George Allan McHenry, Air Corps (temporary ma
jor, Air Corps), from May 2, 1940. 

Capt. Seward William Hulse, Quartermaster Corps, from 
May 2, 1940. 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 13 

(legislative day of April 24), 1940 
POSTMASTERS 

FLORIDA 
George E. Merrick, Miami. 

MARYLAND 
Kathryn T. Schaefer, Chesapeake City. 

MICIDGAN 
Nelson Joseph Coash, Romulus. 
Rex. R. Royal, Shelby. 

PUERTO RICO 
Christina G. Sandoval, Hato Rey. 
Juan V. Hernandez, San Sebastian. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MONDAY, MAY 13, 1940 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
Rev. Bernard Braskamp, D. D., pastor of the Gunton 

Tem-ple Memorial Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., 
offered the following prayer: 

Eternal and Sovereign God of the universe, we approach 
Thy throne with the glad assurance that they who wait 
upon the Lord shall mount up with wings as eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

May this be a day of- unclouded vision for our President, 
for our Speaker, and all the Members of Congress, as they 
courageously seek to minister to the needs of our beloved 
country and the whole world. 

Wilt Thou show us how we may release the hidden splen
dor of humanity, emancipating it forever from everything 
that defiles and degrades. We are praying for that glorious 
time when the spirit of man shall be too strong for chains 
and too large to allow itself to be imprisoned by selfishness, 
injustice, prejudice, bigotry, hatred, and all those sinister 
and debasing feelings and forces which are continually 
storming the citadel of our souls. 

In the name of our Lord and Saviour, we pray. Amen. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Friday, May 10, 1940, 
was read and approved. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. DEMPSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my remarks in the RECORD and include therein a letter 
addressed to me by the Governor of New Mexico, Hon. John 
E. Miles, and a short speech made by him on the question of 
relief. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 

AMERICA'S MOTHER OF 1940 

Mr. MARTIN J. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani
mous consent to address the House. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
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Mr. MARTIN J. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker and Members 

of the House. Yesterday was Mother's Day. Throughout the 
United States, as a result of a Nation-wide radio hookup, 
there was beard the voice of Mrs. Edith Graham Mayo, 
the widow of that beloved American surgeon, Dr. Charles H. 
Mayo. Mrs. Mayo spoke as the representative of the Commit
tee for the Observance of Mother's Day. Last week, Mrs. 
Mayo was awarded the gold medal given annually by the 
Golden Rule Foundation to the mother selected as the Ameri
can mother for the year. 

The selection of the American mother is made as a result 
of nominations by individuals, clubs, churches, and other or
ganizations. It is necessary for the candidates to have the 
folloWing qualifications. "An unimpeachable character, an 
attractive personality, and a sense of social responsibility and 
of social and world relationship." 

When the announcement was made to Mrs. Mayo that she 
bad been selected for this honor she replied with characteristic 
modesty, "I am just scared." Mrs. Mayo is the mother of 
eight children, an adopted daughter, a foster son, and the 
grandmother of 22 offspring. 

Mrs. Mayo accompanied by members of her family and 
escorted by a squad of Boy Scouts of the Parish Church of st. 
Bartholomew's Protestant Episcopal Church at Park A venue 
and Fifty-first Street, attended the regular Sunday morning 
services at St. Bartholomew's. Later, in the afternoon, she 
delivered her talk from the studios of the National Broad
casting Co. in Rockefeller Center, New York ·City. 

Mrs. James Roosevelt, mother of the President, introduced 
Mrs. Mayo as "America's Mother of 1940." Mrs. Roosevelt 
presented Mrs. Mayo as-

A life-long companion and helper of one of America's greatest sur
geons and medical benefactors; devoted mother of 8 children and 
foster mother of 2, whom she reared in the atmosphere of love for 
God and love for neighbor; the understanding grandmother of 22 
children who look to "Granny" for affection and comfort which 
never fail; sympathetic and generous helper of many people and 
causes, both in her own community and throughout the world; 
beloved of all who know her. 

Briefly, Mrs. Mayo responded, in these words: 
Nineteen hundred and forty may prove the most crucial year of 

modern history. 
One-half the world is at war; no one knows how greatly the lives 

and happiness of our children and grandchildren who are to follow 
us will be determined by events which are taking place today in 

. Europe and Asia. The world is now one neighborhood, and unless 
we can in some way make it one brotherhood, the future of our 
children i& fraught with great danger. 

Referring to the-
Untold myriads of mothers and orphaned children in Europe and 

Asia as well as in impoverished ho·mes o! our own land who are 
praying not for flowers but for flour; not for candies but for bread; 
not for greeting cards and telegrams but for medicine, sympathy, 
and the necessities of life--

Mrs. Mayo urged Americans to observe the Golden Rule 
and to-
Make this year memorable by doing for the wounded, robbed, and 
impoverished kinsmen and friends overseas or at home that which 
we would like to have done for us if conditions were reversed. 

To this end Mrs. Mayo said that she would-
Like to see placed on every dining table in America an appropriate 

receptacle into which a coin of gratitude would be dropped every 
time an American family sits down in peace and comfort to partake 
of an unrationed, bountiful meal. 

These Golden Rule tokens of good will should be sent to 
relief organizations, Mrs. Mayo said: 

As a climax to this expression of world-wide friendship--

Mrs. Mayo continued-
! should like to see a truly great Christmas gift flowing from all 

·the homes of the peace-blessed American republics and the Western 
Hemisphere into the refugee camps, hospitals, and war-shattered 
homes of Europe and Asia. 

One could not have heard these timely and well-chosen 
words of this lovely lady Without being impressed by her 
sincerity and simplicity of character. The whole ceremony 
was beautiful, and must have appealed to the vast audience 
that listened throughout the Nation. In Mrs. Mayo, there is 

symbolized the spirit of Americ~peace, harmony, and love of 
fellow man. It was natural that her first public utterance 
would be an appeal for aid and assistance for the mothers of 
the world. The tone of her voice, and the depth of her appeal 
must have aroused the sympathy of every mother in America 
for the mothers of the world who are heart weary and sore at 
the ravages of war and destruction. The words of Mrs. Mayo 
will serve as .a clarion call to even greater service and coopera
tion on the part of the women of America in all matters 
affecting the welfare of children and the home. 

Since 1907, the second Sunday in May has been set apart 
as Mother's Day. In the beginning, it was started by Miss 
Anna Jarvis, of Philadelphia, as a memorial service for her 
mother. Since that time, the idea has grown, until today, it 
is not only observed in the United States but also in many 
other countries. 

Love for one's mother is so deeply rooted in the heart of 
every person that we find men of all classes, races, and creeds 
united in celebration of Mother's Day. The celebration of 
Mother•s Day is one that is not marred by sectional, political, 
or religious differences. We are all one in our desire to do 
honor to our adopted mother, Mrs. Edith Graham Mayo. 

I have selected the following. extracts from tributes to 
mothers-

SYMPATHIZES WITH WAR VICTIMS 

The dreadful events of savage aggression during the last 48 hours 
continue to take our minds and hearts from many things they 
should be dwelling upon, but they must not divert us from com
memorating Mother's Day-

the Reverend Dr. Minot Simons, the pastor, said in his 
Mother's Day sermon in All Souls Unitarian Church, Eightieth 
Street and Lexington Avenue: 

The anguish of mothers at this minute in China and all over 
Europe fills our souls With the deepest sympathies we can feel. 
Today we must especially commemorate these mothers and the 
homes which they have made and which are now blasted from the 
earth. And with renewed courage and faith let us commemorate 
the homes which many of these mothers will rebuild and thus With 
all mothers carry on the most wonderful institution which the 
human race has created, always the index of character, always the 
symbol of civilization. Trace the evolution of the home and you 
have before you the evolution cf society. 

Rabbi Leo Ginsburg, speaking at the West Side Jewish 
Center, said that the greatness of the American Nation de
pends upon the mothers, who mold the character of their 
sons: 

The greatest rank and honor on woman is the divine blessing of 
motherhood, a priestess of the home. 

He declared: 
The woman who sacrifices her family for a career is trading her 

birthright for a me~s of poor pottage. 
In the nobility of motherhood lies her service in giving so much 

and getting so little in return for what she gives. All her thoughts 
visions, ambitions, and hopes are woven around her family lik~ 
the inner border of an oriental prayer rug. The joy of raising a 
good family is her only compensation. Every true mother earns the 
distinction of the prophetess Deborah-"a mother in Israel." 

It was Thomas Macaulay who wrote: 
In after life you may have friends-fond, dear friends--but never 

Will you have again the inexpressible love . and gentleness lavished 
upon you which none but a mother bestows. 

The Madonnas of Michelangelo and Raphael have held the 
world enthroned because the Madonna is the accepted symbol 
of purity and loveliness. 

Abraham Lincoln once said: 
All that I am or ever hope to be I owe to my mother. 

May the observance of Mother's Day continue to grow until 
every American will pay proper homage to his own mother. 
Let Mother's Day become an established American custom and 
part of our American life. 

Recently, I heard Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S. J ., deliver an 
address entitled "Women of Ireland." In the following pic
turesque language, Father Gannon portrayed a mother who 
had all the qualifications for the honor that has been 
bestowed, this year, on Mrs. Mayo: 

The badly planned Kellys, then, lived in a home-made tar-paper 
shack that was built in a rambling sort of way under an old oak 
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tree, down by the waters of the Upper Bay. But inSide it was as 
clean as the heart of the mother that kept it; and the children, 
down to the baby, Barney, were all gentle and well behaved. Even 
on weekdays, when they didn't wear much, they still had some of 
their mother's innate refinement and dignity. And on Sundays 
when they passed our house in single file, the tallest going first, 
on the way to St. Peter's Church, there weren't many in the parish 
who wouldn't be proud to own them. It meant, of course, that 
Mrs. Kelly had worked far into Saturday night to iron out their 
shirts and ruffles and press their pants and brush their hats, but 
it meant, too, that she could keep her head unbowed amid sorrow 
that would have broken common clay. 

She could be merry on occasion, too, and her hospitality was 
famous among the little ones. Nothing I knew gave quite the 
thrill that came into stealing down to the shack late in the winter 
afternoon when Mrs. Kelly was tired after a day at the tubs. She 
would sit us down on the floor in a row, the neighbors' children as 
well as her own, and hand out bread and butter with sugar on it. 
And nothing in the last 40 years has tasted half as good. Then 
she would light an oil lamp and take down from the shelf the 
only frivolous book in the house, Willie Reilly. She had a Bible, 
but we didn't care for that. We always called for the frivolous 
book, and she would read to us and we would sit there in the 
dusk, charmed by the music of her voice. 

Put all that into symbols, and what have you got? Granueille, 
the tragic old Ireland that our grandfathers knew, sitting beside 
the ruins of her past, with the strings of her harp all broken, rags 
on her back, and tears on her face, but a light in her eye, and on 
her dear, dark head a crown which meant that her soul was still 
her own. 

I am certain that the children of Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Roose
velt, and Mrs. Mayo echo Mr. Lincoln's sentiments. 

While America is blest with mothers of the type and char
acter of Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Roosevelt, and Mrs. Mayo, it's 
future is secure. 

I, now, ask the entire membership of the House to silently 
join with me in a toast. My toast and yours, too, I hope, 
for Mother's Day is a toast to our own dear mothers and to 
America's mother of 1940-may she ever remain enthroned in 
the hearts of her children, and may she always enjoy the 
smile of God. [Applause.] 

SESSIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. VINSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact 

that the Committee on Naval Affairs will commence hearings 
tomorrow to ascertain the shipbuilding status and with refer
ence to the expanded aviation program, I ask unanimous con
sent that the committee may sit during the sessions of the 
House during this week, with the understanding that when 
a roll call or vote is to be had, the committee will recess and 
come to the floor to vote. 

The Speaker. Is there objection to the request of the gen
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
SERVICE IN CONGRESS 

Mr. JONES of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con
sent to address the House at this time, and to extend my own 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. JONES of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I want to speak briefly 

at this time in the interest of continuity of service in the 
Congress. As I am retiring from Congress at the end of the 
present term, I can speak without any thought of personal 
gain in the matter. 

If a man is honest, if he has average or above average 
ability and is industrious, then in fairness to him, in the best 
interest of his district and State as well as the Federal Gov
ernment, his party at least should serve itself and honor him 
with renomination. 

It has often been said that there is no substitute for ex
perience. Under any system, ability plus experience is better 
than ability without experience. In no other field of service 
is this more clearly true than in the Congress of the United 
States. In addition, length of service gives one the advantage 
of seniority. Under the rules of the Congress, the majority 
party Member who has served longest on any committee 
becomes the chairman of that committee. 

Let me use my own State of Texas as an example of what 
continuous service of Members in Congress can mean. One 
of the fine·st and most beneficial traditions in Texas is that 
of returning her Representatives to the Congress. Much has 

been said in recent years of the power and prestige of the 
Texas delegation in the Congress. While I would not for one 
minute disparage the ability of my distinguished colleagues 
from Texas, I know from long years of experience and ob
servation that such power and prestige as our delegation 
may possess comes mo.re from years of service by the indi
vidual Members than from any other cause or causes. Other 
delegations get their effectiveness from the same source
long years of service and experience by its Members in the 
Congress. 

In the House of Representatives we have 47 standing com
mittees. Texas, with 21 Members in the lower House, holds 
5 of these chairmanships. She is exceeded only by the 
Empire State of New York, which has 45 Members in the 
lower House and holds 6 chairmanships. Texans acquired 
these positions largely through years of service. SAM RAY
BURN, majority leader. from Texas, has served in the Con
gress for 27 years. HATTON SuMNERS, of Texas, chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, has served in the Congress for 27 
years. It has been my privilege to be chairman of the Com
mittee on Agriculture. I have served in the Congress for 23 
years. JosEPH MANSFIELD, of Texas, chairman of the Com
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, · has served in the Congress 
for 23 years. FRITZ LANHAM, of Texas, chairman of the Com
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, has served in the 
Congress for 21 years. ALBERT THoMAS, of Texas, chairman 
of the Committee on Elections No. 3, is an exception to the 
rule, having served in the Congress only 4 years. Senator 
CoNNALLY, of Texas, has served in the Congress for 23 years. 
Senator SHEPPARD, of Texas, has served in the Congress for 
more than 37 years. Both Senators have outstanding records 
and are chairmen of important Senate committees. Then, 
our distinguished Vice President, JoHN GARNER, of Texas, has 
served in the Congress for 37 years. Two Texans hold posi
tions 'next to the chairmanship-LUTHER JoHNSON on Foreign 
Affairs and EWING THOMASON on Military Affairs. Other Tex
ans hold high positions on major committees. These positions 
are held by Texans because Texas has kept these men in 
Congress. 

The same story is true of the nation generally. 
ADoLPH J. SABATH, dean of the House and chairman of the 

Committee on Rules, has served 33 years. EDWARD T. TAYLOR, 
chairman of Appropriations Committee has served 31 years. 
RoBERT L. DauGHTON, chairman of the Ways and Means Com
rr...ittee, has served 29 years; CARL VINSON, chairman of Naval 
Affairs, 27 years; HENRY B. STEAGALL, chairman of the Bank
ing and Currency Committee, 25 years; CLARENCE F. LEA, 
chairman of Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 23 years; 
MILTON A. RoMJUE, chairman of Post Offices and Post Roads, 
21 years; JoHN E. RANKIN, chairman of the Committee on 
World War Veterans' Legislation, 19 years; SoL BLOOM, chair
man of the Foreign Affairs Committee, 17 years. This is true 
of all the important chairmanships in the House. 

These men are all highly respected and greatly be
loved. Their ·experience in the Congress makes their services 
invaluable. 

Before leaving the subject of seniority as a prerequisite to 
the important positio-ns of committee chairman, let us note 
the average period of service in the Congress of the com
mittee chairmen from other States. The six chairmen from 
the State of New York have served an average of 12 years; 
the four committee chairmen from Missouri an average o.f 
13 years; the four committee chairmen from Illinois an aver
age of 16 years; the three committee chairmen from North 
Carolina an average of 21 years; and the three committee 
chairmen from California have served an average period of 
12 years. 

I think it might be well, also, to examine some individual 
committees over a period of years to see how important 
continuous service in the Congress has been. Let us examine 
four of the most important committees of the House fo:r a 
period covering the last 40 years. During the last 40 years 
8 men have served the Ways and Means Committee as chair
man. These 8 men have averaged serving in the Congress 
for a period of more than 22 years each. Their average 
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period of service before becoming chairman of the committee 
was 17 years. During the last 40 years, 8 men have served 
the Judiciary Committee as chairman. These 8 men have 
averaged serving in the Congress for a period of more than 
18 years each. Their average period of service before be
coming committee chairman was 12 years. During the last 
40 years, 10 men have served the Rules Committee as chair
man. These 10 men .have averaged serving in the Congress 
for a period of 25 years each. Their average period of serv
ice before becoming chairman of the committee was 18 years. 
During the last 40 years, 12 men have served the Appro
priations Committee as chairman. These 12 men have aver
aged serving in the Congress for a period of 22 years each. 
Their average period of service before becoming chairman 
of the committee was more than 16 years. 

In 1916 the then Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
the Honorable Champ Clark, of Missouri, made a notable 
speech to the Washington Press Club entitled "The Making 
of a Representative,'' in which he spoke of the importance of 
legislative experience. The speech is even more in point 
today than when made, and I quote a part of it: 

It is a high honor to be a Representative in Congress, if for only 
one term, and with the number of terms the honor increases in 
geometrical rather than in arithmetical proport10n. A Member's 
usefulness to his country should increase in the same propo.rtion. 
A man has to learn to be a Representative just as he must learn to 
be a blacksmith, a carpenter, a farmer, an engineer, a lawyer, or a 
doctor. 

"Poeta nascitur non fl.t"-a poet is born, not made-says Horace; 
but Congressmen-that is, useful and influential Congressmen
are made largely by experience and practice. 

The old Charlotte district in Virginia knew this and kept John 
Randolph of Roanoke in the House till he became a great national 
figure. Then the Old Dominion sent him to the Senate and Gen
eral Jackson sent him to St. Petersburg. There are sporadic cases 
of similar action in other districts. 

It is an unwise performance for any district to change Repre
sentatives at short intervals. · A new Congressman must begin at 
the foot of the class and spell up. Of course, the more brains, 
tact, energy, courage, and industry he has the quicker he will get 
up. If he possesses these qualities, and if his constituents will 
keep him in the House, he is as certain to rise as the sparks are 
to fly upward. No human power can keep him down. It is only 
fair and rational to assume that every Representative's constit
uents desire to see him among the "top-notchers." 

Let us take the present House and see how long the men who 
hold the high places have served. I cannot name all, but will cite 
a few as samples. 

Mr. Speaker Cannon is serving his fortieth year. He holds the 
record, or, in pugilistic parlance, "he holds the belt," for length of 
service in the House in our entire history. In several Congresses 
he was chairman of the great Committee on Appropriations and 
then was Speaker 8 years, only one man, Henry Clay, having been 
Speaker longer. 

I am serving my twenty-second year; Minority Leader Mann is 
serving his twentieth year; Mr. Kitchin, chairman of Ways and 
Means, his sixteenth; Mr. Fitzgerald, chairman of Appropriations, 
his eighteenth; Mr. Moon, chairman of the Post Office and Post 
Roads, his twentieth; Mr. Jones, chairman of Insular Affairs and 
"father of the House," his twenty-sixth; Mr. Flood, chairman of 
Foreign Affairs, his sixteenth; Mr. Hay, chairman of Military Affairs, 
his twentieth; Mr. Glass, chairman of Banking and Currency, his 
sixteenth; Mr. Adamson, chairman of Interstate and Foreign Com
merce, his twentieth. 

• • • 
There are other big chairmanships, but these will suffice to show 

that as a rule the big places go to old and experienced Members, 
for most of the men who rank close to the chairmen are old-timers. 
The same thing holds good with reference to members of the 
minority. As an illustration, Messrs. Gillette and Cooper, who are 
serving their twenty-fourth year, are the ranking Republicans on 
Appropriations and Foreign Affairs, almost certain to be chairman 
thereof should the Republicans ever again have ~ majority in the 
House, as in that event, in all probability, Mr. Mann will be 
Speaker, unless he is nominated for President next June. 

Go through the whole list and you will find, with few exceptions, 
that the men of long service have the high places. 

In the second and third Congresses in which I served, Maine, 
with only four Members, had the Speakership and the chairman
ship of the great Committees on Ways and Means, Navy, and Pub
lice Buildings and Grounds-a most remarkable circumstance, giv
ing the Pine Tree State an influence in the House and the country 
out of all proportion to her population and wealth-these four 
men-Reed, Dingley, Boutelle, and Millikin--each served in the 
House 20 years or more. Other States might profit by her example. 

The most able American writers on government have ex
pressed themselves in similar vein. In James Albert Wood
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rum's book, The American Republic and Its Government, 
published in 1916, we find this statement: 

The most distinguished congressional leaders are those who have 
sat for long terms by successiv~ reelections. 

Frederic A. Ogg and Ray P. Orman, in their able text, 
Introduction to American Government, in speaking of Mem
bers of the House, state: 

Nowadays it is widely conceded that the term is not too long, 
but too short. The average person elected to the House for the 
first time has no acquaintance with the assembly's methods of 
doing business, has had no legislative experience--except possibly in a 
State legislature or a city council-and has only_ a superficial knowl
edge of the public affairs with which Congress is called upon to 
deal. Elected for only 2 years he cannot progress far toward be
coming a useful Member, much less a leader, before his term expires. 

Munro, in his book, The Government of the United States, 
published in 1923, says: 

Seniority in service determines the chairmanship of important 
. committees. * * * There are few walks of life in which experi
ence counts for more than in politics. No one comes to Congress 
with an intuitive knowledge of what to do. The new Member is 
handicapped by the complexity of the rules and by a natural dis
inclination to push himself too far forward until he has acquired 
a sure footing. 

While these things were true yesterday they are even more 
true today. While continuous service and experience were 
valuable in the legislative service of yesterday it is more valu
able in the legislative service of today. Legislative experience 
becomes important in exact proportion to the expansion of 
business and the consequent activity of government to fit our 
expanded commerce. At the turn of the century most of 
the business and commerce of the country were within the 
limits of the respective States. Now much of it crosses State 
lines and has become a subject with which the National 
Government must deal. 

Perhaps this increased responsibility, this growing com
plexity, is -responsible for much of the complaint that one 
hears throughout the country in recent years that Congress 
has delegated to executive agencies too much of its power, 
too many of its prerogatives. Fear has been expressed that 
a proper balance as between the three branches of our Gov
ernment no longer exists, that the system of checks and bal
ances so wisely designed by our founding fathers is being 
destroyed, that the legislative branch of our Government is 
being dominated and controlled by the executive branch. 
The only way in which Congress can retain all of its powers, 
the only way in which it can escape domination by the 
executive branch of the Government, the only way in which 
it may serve successfully as a proper check upon the other 
branches of the Government is to retain at all times a large 
membership of experienced legislators. 

A great American laid down a proper test for officeholders 
in a democracy as follows: Is he capable, is he honest, is he 
faithful to the Constitution? If a Member qualifies by this 
yardstick, then for all the reasons above discussed, and for 
many more, he should be reelected and reelected to that 
greatest legislative body in the world-the American Con
gress. [Applause.] 

Mr. SABATH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
address the House for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. SABATH. Mr. Speaker, I know that each and every 

Member of this House regrets exceedingly losing the chair
man of the important Committee on Agriculture, the gen
tleman from Texas [Mr. JoNES]. [Applause.] 

It has been my good fortune to have served with him dur
ing the entire 20 years that he has been a Member of the 
House. I have served with many, many outstanding, able, 
sincere, and honest men, but I will say that I have never 
served with a man who has been more sincere in serving not 
only his people but the entire country. 

I know that each and every Member on both sides of 
this House wish him well and many pleasant years to come. 
I sincerely hope that he will not have the trials and tribula
tions on the bench that he has had in the House in his 
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efforts to pass the many, many beneficial bills in the interest 
of the farmers of this country. [Applause.] 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to proceed for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. Speaker, I do not want 

to let this oportunity go by without expressing our regrets 
at the departure from this body of our good friend MARVIN 
JONES. 

I have had the oportunity to serve with him on the Com
mittee on Agriculture for nearly 14 years. Our relation
ships have always been pleasant. While we may have dif
fered at times in fundamental policies as to what was the 
best program for agriculture, our differences have not been 
political. We have worked together on that committee for 
what we believed to be for the best interest s of American 
agriculture. When MARVIN JoNEs leaves this House and takes 
up his new duties in a higher place, we wish him well. The 
good wishes of all of us go with him in the new work that 
he is to undertake, and we hope that he will always have the 
best of health and will be able to carry on for many, many 
years to come. [Appiause.l 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
SUGAR QUOTA 

Mr. CANNON of Florida. Mr. ·Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that I may address the House for 1 minute, and I 
likewise request permission to revise and extend my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. CANNON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, the fallacy of con

tinuing in any form or fashion the sugar-quota system of 
control, which makes this country dependent upon offshore 
and foreign areas for 70 percent of its sugar supply, is more 
apparent today than ever before. The latest developments 
in the war situation in Europe have removed the last vestige 
of reason, if any ever existed, for the extension of the Sugar 
Act of 1937 beyond its present expiration date. 

The New York Journal of Commerce, a recognized author
ity on sugar, last Saturday carried a late summary of the 
situation, which I quote in part: 
ALL SJOCTORS IN SUGAR HIGHER AS WAR THEATER IS EXTEND~FUTURES 

CLOSE 4 TO 7 HIGHER AFTER EARLIER GAINS OF 8 TO 11 POINTS-SPOT 
RAW UP 10 POINTS TO 2.90 CENTS 

When the sugar market skyrocketed in September, it was antici
pating the kind of warfare that developed yesterday in the extended 
areas of Holland and Belgium. 

Today this same publication reports: 
SUGAR CONTRACTS CONTINUE HIGHER-FUTURES UP 1 TO 4 POINTS IN 

ACTIVE TRADING--ACTUALS SELL AGAIN AT 2.90 CENTS 

Continuing to reflect the possibilities of shipping difficulties, 
curtailed European beet crops, and damage to sugar factories as the 
result of the broadening of the war area, the sugar-futures con
tracts • • • ruled firm on Saturday. • • • With 600,000 
tons of newly planted sugar in jeopardy in Belgium and Holland 
and considerably more in France and Britain, if the war spreads 
to those areas, and with the prospects that Java's supplies may be 
held up by shipping difficulties, traders were reluctant to sell the 
market except on an advancing scale. 

The protection of the American housewife, Mr. Speaker, is 
one of the chief concerns of this Congress, as is the protec
tion of this great country, by insuring an adequate supply of 
sugar-a strategic and essential war and peacetime material. 
I say to the gentlemen who advocate the continuation of the 
Sugar Act that so long as its provisions are in effect the grave 
danger of drastic shortage of sugar in this country is ever 
imminent. · 

The majority of this Congress will protect the American 
housewife and will further our national defense in every 
possible way. Our fight on sugar is a counterpart of our fight 
for national defense, and should legislation be brought on this 
floor to extend the Sugar Act of 1937 it would be a direct 
thrust at the very bulwark of our national defense. Such 
a thrust at our national defense and attempt to invade Amer
ican rights will be met with the full force of the American 
people and those who endeavor to fairly represent them. I 

hope that this Congress will not be made that battleground. 
[Applause.] 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent to extend my remarks on the subject of ·rural elec
trification and include . certain excerpts and statistics. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 

THE SHOE INDUSTRY 
Mr. EDWIN A. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-

sent to address the House for 1 minute. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. EDWIN A. HALL. Mr. Speaker, representing as I do 

some 20,000 Endicott-Johnson shoe workers, I am in a posi
tion to know the antagonism which public opinion in my 
district has for the methods of the Bata Shoe Co., now oper
ating at Belcamp, Md. 

I have here a petition signed by some 500 of the Endicott
Johnson shoe workers, and I will, with your leave, read it to 
the House: 

Whereas the shoe-manufacturing industry in the county of 
Broome and State of New York has given employment to upward, 
of 20,000 people during a period of years and has paid shoe workers 
wages permitting them to live according to American standards; 
and 

Whereas for the last 3 years said shoe industry of Broome County, 
N.Y., has met with unfair foreign competition in the manufactur~ 
and dumping in this country of inferior shoes made by underpaid 
and poorly housed foreigners; and 

Whereas the Bata Shoe Co. of CZechoslovakia, has constructed a 
huge factory at Belcamp, Md., and has imported a number of aliens 
to this country to manufacture shoes in competition with old
established American shoe-manufacturing firms: 

Therefore we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being all 
American citizens dependent directly or indirectly on the shoe 
industry in the county of Broome and State of New York, in the 
sincere belle! that the Bata Shoe Co. of Czechoslovakia, at Belcamp, 
Md., in direct competition with us, constitutes a serious threat to 
the American standard of living and our continued well-being, 
and respectfully request that until conditions in the American shoe
manufacturing industry improve, that all of the alien employees in 
the Bata Shoe Co., of Czechoslovakia, be deported from the United 
States, and no more aliens admitted. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. HARNESS, Mr. BENDER, and Mr. BREWSTER asked and 
were given permission to revise and extend their own 
remarks. 

THE JOHNSON ACT 
Mr. FISH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

address the House for 1 minute. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. FISH. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Kentucky 

[Mr. MAY] has prematurely let the New Deal cat out of the 
bag by calling for the repeal of the Johnson Act. 

I anticipate an active campaign from now on to undermine 
and destroy the Johnson Act, so that we may have the privi
lege of financing Europe's new war as we did the last. The 
only thanks we received for our huge loans to our former 
Allies was to be called Uncle Shylock and to have all the 
nations repudiate these war loans except little honest Finland. 

I predict increasing propaganda to repeal or circumvent 
the Johnson Act in order to make new loans to the Allies, 
which will destroy American neutrality and eventually in
volve us in war. 

Instead of weakening the Johnson Act, the Congress should 
stop the loopholes whereby loans and credits may be extended 
to foreign nations by our governmental agencies. 

The repeal of the Johnson Act would mean sending our 
dollars abroad, to be followed by American soldiers to foreign 
battlefields. 

I repeat what I said the other day, that I hope that Presi
dent Roosevelt and the administration will not be criticized 
during the height of this war crisis without real and ample 
justification. I do not wish to convey the impression, how-
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ever, that there should not be a continuous demand by the 
American people to keep us out of war and to prevent the 
repeal or modification of the Johnson Act. [Applause.] 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. THOMASON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

to extend my own remarks in the RECORD, and to include 
therein some resolutions regarding freight differentials. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. LELAND M. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent to extend my own remarks in the RECORD, and to 
include therein an article from the Santa Monica Evening 
Outlook entitled "Relief and Employment, Pennsylvania 
Shows the Way Out." 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 

FIGHTING SUBVERSIVE DOCTRINES 
Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent to address the House for 1 minute. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr. Speaker, the American 

people were amazed at the seeming ease with which the Nazi 
war machine conquered Denmark and subdued Norway. 
We were left stunned and dismayed when we learned of the 
treason and sabotage that made possible the subjugation of 
such proud nations with scarcely a struggle. Are we going 
to sit idly by while subversive groups, asking protection of 
their civil liberties, carry their un-American propaganda 
throughout this country? Are we going to continue to com
placently permit the spread of foreign ideologies into our 
schools, our factories, and our everyday life? I do not 
think so. 

We are appropriating huge sums to build a powerful NavY, 
a well-trained and equipped Army, a splendid air force. 
The morale of our fighting , men is the envy of all nations. 
To these men and to the American people we owe a pledge 
·of unceasing vigilance against the infiltration of subversive 
doctrines into our national program. Let us call upon our 
Federal officials and their various agents to seek out and get 
rid of the leaders of all those groups who would change the 
American form of government. They may be welcome in 
other parts of the world, but we do not want them here. 
[Applause.] 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. CLEVENGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

to extend my own remarks in the RECORD, and to include 
therein an article from the Chicago Sunday Tribune entitled 
"America and Europe." 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. ANGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my own remarks in the RECORD, and to include therein 
an article on the social-security law written by Dr. Town
send. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 

VETERANS' WIDOWS AND ORPHANS BILL 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, I call up the petition to dis

charge the Rules Committee from further consideration of 
House Resolution 444. 

CALL OF THE HOUSE 
Mr. PLUMLEY. Mr. Speaker, a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of 

order. 
Mr. PLUMLEY. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order 

that a quorum is not present. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont makes the 

point of order that a quorum is not present. The Chair will 
count. [After counting.] One hundred and sixty-three 
Members are present, not a quorum. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I move a call of the House. 
A call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk called the roll, and the following Members failed 
to answer to their names: 

[Roll No. 107] 
Andrews Dunn Kirwan 
Barton, N.Y. Durham McDowell 
Bolton Elliott Merritt 
Brooks Ellis Moser 
Buck Flaherty Mouton 
Bulwinkle Ford, Thos. F. Murdock, Ariz. 
Crosser Fries Pace 
Crowe Gearhart Randolph 
Crowther Gifford Risk 
Culkin Gilchrist Rockefeller 
Darden, Va. Green Rodgers, Pa. 
Darrow Harrington Rogers, Okla. 
Disney Hendricks Sandager 
Douglas Horton Schiffi.er 
Drewry Houston Seccombe 
Duncan Jarman Shafer, Mich. 

Shanley 
·sheridan 
Smith, Ill. 
Smith, W. Va. 
Starnes, Ala. 
Sumners, Tex. 
Sweeney 
Tenerowicz 
Thorkelson 
Weaver 
Whelchel 
White, Idaho 
White, Ohio 

The SPEAKER. On this roll call 369 Members have an
swered to their names. A quorum is present. 

On motion of Mr. CooPER, further proceedings under the 
call were dispensed with. 

VETERANS' WIDOWS AND ORPHANS BILL 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the motion. 
The Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 

RANKIN] moves to discharge the Committee on Rules from 
further consideration of House Resolution 444. The gentle
man from Mississippi [Mr. RANKIN] is entitled to be recog
nized for 10 minutes. Does the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
SABATH] desire recognition? 

Mr. SABATH. I do, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tilinois [Mr. SABATH] 

will be recognized for 10 minutes. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, this bill (H. R. 9000) was re

ported unanimously by the Veterans' Committee, and I ask 
unanimous consent to insert it at this point at my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. RANKIN]? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, this measure was reported 

unanimously by the Committee on World War Veterans' 
Legislation. The committee at the same time instructed its 
chairman to use all possible means of bringing the measure 
to the floor of the House for consideration at the earliest 
possible date. At that time there was a petition in the well 
to bring to the floor of the House a much more drastic meas
ure. As chairman of the Committee on World War Veterans' 
Legislation, and in obedience to that mandate, I sent a letter 
to the chairman of the Committee on Rules on April 2 asking 
for a rule on this measure. 

I did not get a reply, nor did I get a rule. So at the 
expiration of the time required under the rules of the House 
a petition was filed in the well asking that that measure 
be brought to the floor for consideration and passage. 

That petition was signed by the requisite number, 218, 
within 48 hours, I believe; certainly in less than 3 days; and 
when the poll was closed, go to speak, or when we reached the 
218, there were about 10 Members, both Democrats and Re
publicans, standing in line ready to sign. 

This being the first day the measure is in order, I have 
called it up, and, of course, the first vote will come on the 
motion to discharge the Committee on Rules. Let me say 
that this is not a reflection on the Committee on Rules any 
more than it would be a reflection or was a reflection on the 
chairman of the Committee on World War Veterans' Legis
lation for Members to sign the petition to discharge my 
committee or a committee over which I presided. This is a 
representative body. Every Member here has his own re
sponsibility. The chairman has his additional responsibility, 
and in doing what we have done in this particular case we 
have simply met those responsibilities. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SABATH. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Missis

sippi [Mr. RANKIN] has made a fair and, I am satisfied, a 
correct statement as to why the discharge petition is pre
sented today. It is true he sent me, as chairman of the 
Committee on Rules, a letter requesting a hearing, but I do 
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not recollect whether it reached my office on the 3d or 4th of 
April. I know that the bill was introduced on March 20, it 
was reported on March 25, and a resolution for the rule intro
duced on the 29th. Therefore the gentleman from Mississippi 
has not lost any time. Unfortunately, or fortunately, the 
State of Illinois held a primary on April 9 and I was not here 
when that letter reached the office; consequently I could not 
acknowledge it and I could not assure the gentleman how 
soon hearings might be had on his request for a rule. But 
I say to the House that the Rule,s Committee has not been 
negligent nor has it refused to report rules where a real 
demand is made. We have today 12 special rules outstand
ing. We have held hearings on some other bills and resolu
tions and have requests for about 40 other hearings on various 
resolutions. 

The Rules Committee, even with the best of intentions, 
cannot grant immediately all the rules that Members or 
committees request, even though a unanimous report has 
been presented. 

The Rules Committee has been created for the purpose of 
expediting business and it has been my aim to expedite busi
ness; therefore I have opposed individual Members coming 
before the committee demanding and obtaining rules, be
cause if that course were pursued the Rules Committee would 
be all powerful. It could take away from the legislative 
committees their functions, rights, and prerogatives. As 
chairman of the Rules Committee, I have taken a position 
not of granting such rules and assuming such powers. 

It is a fact, perhaps an unfortunate one, that we have in 
this House seven or eight committees so constituted that any 
legislation pertaining to those committees is bound to receive 
favorable consideration. We have this committee of which 
the gentleman from Mississippi is chairman. We have, in 
addition, the Committee on Indian Affairs, the Committee on 
Irrigation and Reclamation, the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, the Committee on Roads, and the Flood Control 
Committee. The membership of those coinmittees is consti
tuted of gentlemen who are especially interested in such leg
islation, and invariably the bills are hurriedly reported, and 
quick action is demanded. This bill comes in that category. 
I have given you the dates already. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a most unpleasant thing for me to be 
placed in this position today, because I have voted for all 
legislation that is in the interest of the World War veterans; 
in fact, I have voted for all helpful, beneficial legislation for 
the Civil War veterans, the Spanish-American War veterans, 
as well as the veterans of the World War. 

I realize tt matters not what I might say, the motion to 
discharge the Committee on Rules will be agreed to. I have 
asked many Members whether they desire any time in oppo
sition to this resolution, but, fortunately, I have not been 
pressed for a great deal of time against the resolution, the 
reason being that every member of the Rules Committee is in 
favor of the bill. Therefore I am here merely to explain the 
position of the Rules Committee. At the same time, I wish 
to assure the Members of this House that it is not the inten
tion of the Rules Committee to deny a rule for any bill that 
has been properly considered and reported, and where the 
committee has instructed that a rule be requested. 

I am satisfied that when the vote is taken on this resolu
tion it will carry almost by a unanimous vote and that the 
bill will pass by nearly a unanimous vote-this notwith
standing the politics-playing officers of the American Le
gion. I hope it will not even be necessary to have a roll 
call. 

Having explained my position and the position of the com
mittee, I shall conclude with this statement. We are apt to, 
and I hope we shall shortly adjourn. If there are any other 
gentlemen or any other committees who feel they are en
titled to a special rule on any bills, I suggest that they not 
delay but make their requests in due time, or they may be 
too late. [Applause.] 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. BALL] the remainder of my time. 

Mr. BALL. Mr. Speaker, the measure which this rule would 
make in order appears to have the endorsement of organiza
tions for which I have profound respect and deep and ·lasting 
affection, but I feel impelled to oppose it just the same. 

As a soldier who served overseas in the last World War I 
am aware of what war means. I have no illusions as to its 
grandeur and its glory. I realize vividly its pain, its dirt, and 
its despair. Those of my comrades who gave their lives, or 
who are, even now, living sacrifices, will ever remain heroes 
to me. To their dear ones we owe a debt that cannot be paid 
in dollars and cents, but as a feeble attempt on our part to 
make their lot easier we might well double, or treble, their 
present meager allotment. However, I cannot for the life of 
me see why the other widows and orphans are any different 
from the widows and orphans of the miners, the mill hands, 
the molders, or the farmers. 

The fact that an American citizen served his country in its 
armed forces in its time of need, was discharged as physically 
fit, and in many cases the better for his military service, re
sumed his previous occupation, received from a grateful Na
tion a bonus bond redeemable in cash, should not, in my 
humble opinion, entitle him or his family to any further 
assistance from his Government. 

The notion that the country owes its citizens, or any group 
of them, anything more than reasonable protection in their 
peaceful pursuits, and the right to seek their own salvation, is 
one that has grown more popular in the last few years, but it 
is still a notion fraught with danger. I am old fashioned 
enough to believe with my whole heart that my country owes 
me nothing, but rather that I am in her debt. If she needs 
me, it is my duty to come to her help at once, to serve her 
willingly without thought of reward or recompense, to pro
tect and defend her against all enemies, foreign and domestic, 
and, when my services are no longer required, to return to my 
own affairs and live my life in peace and quietness. 

This legislation is permeated with the thought that a cer
tain group of the body politic should be given annuities solely 
because their menfolk did their duty to their country in time 
of war. It is an attempt, though perhaps an unwitting one, 
to undermine the very principles of equality for which our 
fathers died, and it is being made by those who should know 
better. [Applause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the distinguished 
gentleman from Tilinois, I desire to say that this bill was not 
hurriedly reported. We began hearings on the 3d of Feb
ruary, and the bill was reported on March 20 or 21, I believe. 
In our committee, when we get through amending a bill, we 
introduce a new or a "clean" bill in order to bring a "clean" 
bill to the floor of the House. This measure was thoroughly 
considered. 

In reply to the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. BALL], I 
want to say, and I should like for this to go to the press and 
to the country, that no bill that has ever been reported by 
this committee since I have been its chairman would ever 
redound to my benefit or to the benefit of anyone dependent 
upon me. 

We appreciate the patriotism of the gentleman from Con
necticut, but I want to remind him that there are thousands 
of young men who came back from the World War injured, 
diseased, disabled, and wit!l insidious maladies of which they 
were not conscious and which many of them denied because 
they did not want to be put in the position of asking for any
thing at the hands of their Government. Many of them 
sleep beneath the soil of Mississippi and Connecticut, and 
every other State of this Union. As far as I am concerned, 
their widows and orphans are not going to the bread line or 
be forced on relief. If this bill passes, they will be cared for. 

Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, will the gentle
man yield? 

Mr. RANKIN. I yield for a question. 
Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. This is the widows and or

phans' bill, is it not? 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. 
Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. I want to say to the gentle

man and the House and the country that I am for it. It is 
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said that it costs too much, but we have taken care of the 
widows and orphans of every war this ·country has ever 
fought. 

Mr. RMTKIN. I cannot yield further. 
Mr. Speaker, there are two distinguished former members 

of the Committee on World War Veterans' Legislation who 
cannot be here today. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
STARNEs] has wired me to say for him that he is for this 
measure. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. JARMAN], a 
former member of the committee and a former commander 
of the American Legion of the State of Alabama, is un
avoidably absent. He has wired me to say that if he were 
here he would support the measure. 

The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BRooKS] has sent the 
same message. 

Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 
The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to dis

charge the Committee on Rules from the further considera
tion of House Resolution 444. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolution. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

House Resolution 444 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this resolution it shall be 

in order to move that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the consider.:. 
ation of H. R . 9000, a bill to provide more adequate compensation 
for certain dependents of World War veterans, and for other pur
poses. That after general debate, which shall be confined to the 
bill and continue not to exceed 2 hours, to be equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and ranking minority member of the 
Com..'Ui.ttee on World War Veterans' Legislation, the bill shall be 
read for amendment under the 5-minute rule. At the conclusion 
of the reading of the bill for amendment the Committee shall rise 
and report the same to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted, and the previous question shall be considered 
as ordered on the bill and amendments thereto to final passage 
without intervening motion except one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 

itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union for the consideration of the bill <H. R. 9000) to 
provide more adequate compensation for certain dependents 
of World War veterans, and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee 

of the Whole House on the state of the-Union for the consid
eration of the bill H. R. 9000, with Mr. HoBBS in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The first reading of the. bill was dispensed with. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 hour of the time 

to the ranking minority member of the committee, the gen
tlewoman from Massachusetts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman from Massachusetts 
[Mrs. RoGERS] is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself 15 minutes. 
Mr. Chairman, this bill (H. R. 9000) provides compensa

tion for the dependent widows and orphans of veterans of 
the World War. We are following the example set by former 
administrations. About the same time had elapsed after 
the Civil War before the first bill passed providing pensions 
for widows and orphans of non-service-connected veterans 
of that conflict. 

Twenty-three years after the Spanish-American War a 
bill was passed providing compensation for widows and or
phans of Spanish-American War veterans, without regard 
to service-connected disabilities and without regard to 
needs. 

About 1929 we brought to the floor of the House what was 
called the Rankin bill, to advance the presumptive period 
from 1925 to 1930 so as to take care of all men who broke 
down within that period. That bill passed this House by a 
vote of 324 to 49. It passed the Senate by a vote of 66 to 6, 
exactly 11 to 1. It was vetoed by the President and that 
veto was sustained under the promise that a measure would 
be brought out immediately to take care . of the situation. 

Vlithin a few moments the disability allowance bill was 
brought to the floor, providing $40 a month for totally dis
abled veterans without regard to service connection, and I 
believe $24 a month for 75-percent disability, and $18 a 
month for 50-percent disability, and $12 a month for 25-per
. cent disability. This measure passed overwhelmingly, but 
the trouble was it left out the widows and orphans. 

These men who came home, not L'10Wing what their rights 
were, and went back into the fields and factories and later 
broke down and died, did not know until it was too late that 
they must make their application by a certain time. We had 
large numbers of veterans who contracted tuberculosis or 
broke down with other insidious diseases, but did not know 
of their troubles until it was too late. When they had 
passed away their widows and orphans were shut off with
out a penny. They are the ones I was trying to take care of 
then. Later, when the economy bill came along, it stripped 
all from that bill except the ones with 100-percent disability, 
and reduced their compensation to $30 a month. There
fore we found these widows of World War veterans, many 
of whom incurred the disabilities from which they died in 
the service, were being turned out and forced to seek the 
relief rolls. Many of them with little children were forced 
to seek the relief rolls or the W. P. A. rolls or any other 
rolls on which they could secure a livelihood. Therefore, 
we held hearings and brought this bill . out, and in order to 
avoid the pitfalls of former administrations we put a limit 
on it as to those widows who had no children. 

There are today about 66,000 widows of the Civil War on 
the Federal pension rolls and about 6,000 veterans. Thou
sands and, probably, an overwhelming majority of these 
women never had any children by the veterans, and that is 
the situation that has brought about so much criticism. So 
we provide that any widow, without children by the veteran, 
but who was married to him prior to July 3, 1921, the legal 
date of the closing of the World War, shall be taken care of. 
How? By being given exactly the same compensation as was 
given to the widow of the Spanish-American War veteran 23 
years after that war closed-$20 a month. But for the 
widows who have children by the veterans-and they are the 
most pathetic cases--we provide that any widow who mar
ried the veteran prior to May 13, 1938, and who had children 
by him, shall receive the same compensation as did the 
Spanish-American War widows, $20 a. month, with $8 for the 
first child, $6 for the next one, and $4 for each additional 
child. 

I submit that in my humble opinion this bill will take large 
numbers of women and children from the relief rolls. The 
widows of World War veterans, the widows of veterans who 
honorably served their country in time of war, should not be 
forced to seek the relief rolls in order to get something 
to eat. 

I know that there is a great wave of propaganda going 
through that element of the press that is trying to drag us 
into the present European war. Why, if we were to go into 
this European war, it would cost more in 1 month than this 
bill will cost the American people for the next 30 years. 

Besides that, much as our sympathies may go out to our 
friends, this is not our war, and the American people expect 
Congress to keep out of it and not to become stampeded into 
it by this wave of inspired propaganda now going on through 
the press and through these international columnists and 
these international radio announcers and this international 
group that now .controls the moving pictures of the country. 
The people are expecting us to keep our country out of 
this war. · 

We are told that this is a raid on the _ Treasury when we try 
to take care of these widows and orphans in this way. Some
one has complained that we are also taking care of the de
pendent parents and saying that they were not disabled 
during the war. 

Mr. Chairman, nobody suffered more in the World War 
than those mothers and fathers who saw their sons march 
away to fight on foreign soil. Talk about the suffering the 
soldier goes through-the man who dies in the blinding flash 
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of an enemy's gun in the excitement of battle under the 
enthusiasm of his comrades. Why, he does not suffer any
thing a~ compared with the misery the mother goes through 
day after day and night after night. · Besides, we have come 
to the time in this country, whether you like it or not, when 
the American people demand that we take care of the aged, 
and especially the ones who furnish the sons who fight our 
battles in wars declared by the Congress of the United States. 

Oh, they tell us that they are taken care of through social 
security. As a matter of fact, the social security does not 
reach the great farming element of this country; it does not 
reach the independent merchant; it does not reach the inde
pendent filling-station operator; it does not reach the inde
pendent man who is out doing his awn work and does not 
depend upon the other fellow's pay roll. What it does is to 
pile up the cost of manufactured articles for him to pay. The 
millions of farmers throughout the Nation who do not come 

. under the social security are expected to pay the bill in the 
increased price of commodities that industry produces. 

But it is said that we provide for old-age pensions. Even 
in the agricultural States, those States that have been drained 
by indirect taxes until they are unable to put up the full 
amount, the old people are turned off with a pittance of any
where from $5 to $10 a month, while in the more fortunate 
States where there is more wealth the pension runs as high as 
$30 or $32 a month. This is one of the mast reasonable 
provisions of the bill. 

But they come back and tell us that it will cost so much. I 
submit that their figures are too high. Judging from the esti
mates we have had from the Veterans' Administration in the 
past, I would say that the ultimate cost of this bill for the first 
year would be anywhere from six to ten million dollars, and 
millions of dollars of that will merely be taken out of the 
other pocket to pay old people who otherwise would be on 
relief or on the W. P. A. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. . 
Mr. COSTELLO. The gentleman refers to the figures of 

the Veterans' Administration. It is my understanding that 
the figures submitted by the Veterans' Administration on 
legislation of this character have not varied more than 1 
percent of error. 

Mr. RANKIN. Oh, the gentleman is wrong. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massac,pusetts. Mr. Chairman, will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKJN. Yes. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. The gentleman well re

members when I introduced a. bill some years ago, to provide 
for those suffering from chronic diseases, such as heart 
trouble, that the Veterans" Administration said the bill would 
cost $72,000,000. ·A few years afterward, and I have the 
letter in my office, General Hines wrote me that a bill some
what similar. which included more diseases, would cost only 
$32,000,000. Many mistakes have bee.n made by the Veterans' 
Administration in that respect. 

Mr. RANKIN. I do not blame the Veterans• Administra
tion. It has to play safe. If you recall when we passed-I 
think it was 48-t. a few years ago to take care of the widows 
and orphans of veterans having service-connected disability, 
but who died from other causes-the estimates were several 
times what the first year's expenditures finally proved to be. 
If the principles of this bill. are carried out. you will not have 
any raid on the Treasu:ry. 1 heard over the radio last night 
or the night before. and I have seen it since in the press, that 
we were getting ready for a raid to pension veterans. whether 
they had disability or n'ot. Nobody ever heard of that except 
some propagandist on the other side of the proposition. 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. Chairman. will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. 
MI;. MILLER.' Is it not a. fact that there is a bill before the 

gentleman's committee today introduced by the veterans of 
foreign wars asking for a pension for all World War veterans 
at age 65? 

Mr. RANKIN. When the gentleman has been here as long 
as I have he will know that introducing a bill iS very dille1ent 
from having a bill passed and made a law. 

Mr. MilLER. But the gentleman said there was no bill 
of that kind. 

Mr. RANKIN. There has been no pressure for that bill. 
Mr. MILLER. Will the gentleman answer the question? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

[Mr. VANZANDT] former president of the World War veterans. 
Mr. MILLER. But I am asking the gentleman from Mis

sissippi. 
Mr. VANZANDT. Does the gentleman know of any major 

veterans' organization that is advocating a pension for all 
World War veterans at the present time? 

Mr. RANKIN. No. 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. MAY. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. 
Mr. MAY. I signed a petition to bring this bill out with 

the understanding that it had also a necessity clause in it. 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes, it has a dependency clause. 
Mr. MAY. I wish the gentleman would comment on that. 
Mr. MILLER. Is it not true that the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars has such a bill as I have described before you? 
Mr. RANKIN. They may have. 
Mr. MILLER. Officially, I mean. 
Mr. RANKIN. No. They do not introduce bills them

selves. Congressmen introduce them. 
Mr. MILLER. Well, by their request. 
Mr. RANKIN. There may be a bill here. There is proba

bly a bill for everything on earth you can think of before the 
various committees of this House. 

Now, I am going to answer the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. MAY]. Another thing, when you passed these bills far 
Civil War widows and for Spanish-American War widows. 
you did not require them to show that they were in need. 
This bill has that provision. It has that additional safeguard. 

So there is no danger of its running away. 
This bill bas the support of the leading veteran organiza

tions of America. 
I yield now to the gentleman from California. 
Mr. COSTELLO. The bill to which the gentleman from 

Connecticut [Mr. MILLER] is referring is H. R. 7980. which is 
known as the disability bill. 

Mr. RANKIN. What is that the gentleman has in his 
hand? 

Mr. COSTELLO. This is the magazine Foreign service. 
Mr. RANKIN. I do not doubt there is a bill before the 

committee for every kind of veteran law you can think of, 
but there is not the slightest danger of any bill coming out 
of that committee now, o:r at any time in the near future, 
to put everybody on the :pension roll who was in the service 
at any time. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Will the gentleman yield further? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. Does tbe gentleman expect to 

explain this "needs" clause? I wish he would. 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. General Hines said that they con

strued t;b.is clause-that is, the dependents clause-we did 
not say "need." We said "dependent widows. orphans, and 
dependent parents"--

Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. In that oonnection, I understand 
the gentleman differentiates between the "needs" clause and 
"dependents." In other words. they must be· dependents? 

Mr. RANKIN. Dependents, yes; and the Administrati€>n's 
rule is that they must not have an income in excess of $50 a 
month. That brings it down to a narrow margin. I cannot 
understand how any man who is really in sympathy with 
these widows and orphans could object to the provisions of 
this bill. 

Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. How is that "needs" clause 

applied to the veteran who has other sources of income that 
will take care of the budgetary needs? . For instance. :in Mas
sachusetts we have a. scldiers' relief law which provides that 
the widow gets $.40 a month. Under this bill it provides $25, 
I understand. 

Mr. RANKIN. · Twenty dollars. 
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Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. How will that affect the 

. recipient of soldiers' relief in Massachusetts? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield to the gentlewoman from Massachu

setts [Mrs. ROGERS]. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. In Massachusetts it has 

always been £he custom for the soldiers' relief to give less if 
/ the veteran is getting any kind of pension. So the State will 

be relieved just that much in cost. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. The lady does not mean 

that the State of Massachusetts, which pays out $2 for every 
dollar it gets back, will be relieved of any taxes? 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. It will be relieved that 
much in Massachusetts and other States of the Union. 

Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. Of course, that does not 
apply to Massachusetts. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. It will apply to Massa
chusetts, because it reduces the cost that much. 

Mr. RANKIN. This American Veterans Association seems 
to ·be financed by a little group in New York who keep harp
ing on the fact that we are not taking care of our service
connected disabled veterans. I have the record before me 
here. A man who came out of the Civil War with both legs 
off and both arms off 25 years after the war would have 
received only $30 a month. Today a man with both legs 
off receives $150 a month if he lost those legs in the service. 
If he has one leg and one arm off, I believe he gets $150, 
whereas the old Civil War veteran would only have received 
$30 a month. 

All this apparent sympathy for the service-connected dis
abled veteran has been dragged· in here in order to try to 
cripple this bill. We never heard from that source when we 
were battling back there in the days of Royal Johnson to take 
care of these service-connected disabled veterans. 

Another thing: They are raising a great hue and cry 
about what they call the bonus-the adjusted-service certifi
cates. That was back pay that we said we owed the vet-

. erans; and we did. When you were passing a bill to refund 
the foreign debt, when you gave Europe $6,200,000,000, that 
movement was backed by every big newspaper that is today 
lambasting this bill. 

The so-called bonus was money we owed the veterans for 
their services for the time they were in the war. It was 
adjusted compensation. 

If that measure were before my committee, I would bring 
out a bill not limiting it to the wives, fathers, mothers, and 
children, but where there were none of those dependents I 
would see that it went to the veteran's estate or to his de
pendent brothers and sisters, if he had any. 

Thousands of those veterans owed doctors' bills and hos
pital bills, but because they had neither father, mother, 
wife, nor child, their brothers and sisters have never been 
able to collect the money that was owed them for their ad
justed service during the war, even though the disability from 
which they died may have been incurred in line of duty. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
. Mr. RANKIN. I yield for a question. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand there is a bill pending before 
the committee, introduced by the gentleman from California 
[Mr. CosTELLo], which gives the widows of men who were 
killed in action or who suffered from service-connected dis
ability an increase over what they get at the present time, 
I believe, up to $60 a month. Will the gentleman kindly tell 
the Committee the present status of that bill? I would like to 
say that I am very much in favor of providing adequate care 
for these widows. 

Mr. RANKIN. Let me say to the gentleman from Arkansas 
and the gentleman from California that if you raise the 
present compensation to $60 a month, it is just a matter of 
time until some man will rise on the floor and move to strike 
out the phrase "service connection," and then you have them 
all on $60 a month. We have had this problem to deal 
with before the American Veterans' Association was ever cre
ated to fight legislation of this kind. Last year we brought 
in a bill to give increases to the widows and orphans of veter
ans who died from service-connected causes. That did not 
come from the American Veterans' Association. The Amer-

'ican Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled 
American Veterans, and the Veterans' Committee worked it 
out. . 

Mr. VANZANDT. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
: Mr. RANKIN. I yield. 
. Mr. VANZANDT. Is it not true that at the first session of 

this Congress we increased the statutory award to amputa
tion cases from $25 to $35 a month? 

Mr. RANKIN. Certainly; if they were service-connected 
cases. And, as I said, we increased the compensation for 
widows and orphans of veterans who died from service-con
nected causes. 

Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. RANKIN. For a question. 
Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. I am not satisfied with the ex

planation I got. In the bill, after the first paragraph, when 
you get down to the meat of the bill, it says "subject to the 
limitations of paragraph 2 thereof." We do not have that 
before us. 

Mr. RANKIN. No. I will say to the gentleman from Ohio 
that that is the provision that limits payment to the ones 
who do not have an income of $1,000 a year or over. Subse
quently we inserted the word "dependent," which brings it 
within the rulings of the Veterans' Administration, which 
provides that their income must not be above $50 a month. 

Mr. JENKINS of Ohio·. Just one further question, if the 
gentleman will permit. Does that mean that if this bill 
passes that it will be within the province of the Administrator 
to determine what dependency means? 
· Mr. RANKIN. No; not ·if they accept that limitation. 

They must not have an income above $50 a month. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I understand in some 

cases General Hines may decide that an income of less than 
$40 a month would not constitute dependency. 

Mr. RANKIN. My understanding is that they are held to 
be dependent if their incomes do not exceed $50 a month. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. So it might be less than 
$40 a month under certain conditions. 

Mr. RANKIN. No; if their incomes are less than $40 a 
month, they would be considered dependent and would come 
under the provisions of this bill. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New York [Mr. WADSWORTH]. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, it may be that I shall 
not consume all the time allotted to me by the courtesy of 
the gentlewoman from Massachusetts. This matter will be 
discussed back and forth for the next hour and a half or a 
little more. It is not my intention to go very deeply into it. 
Perhaps I should content myself by imposing upon the Mem
bers of the Committee the text of a letter which I wrote to 
some American Legion officials in my district, the Thirty
ninth District of New York, and which, since its writing, has 
been published in a good many of the papers in that neck 
of the woods. I wrote to this gentleman, for whom I have the 
greatest respect, as follows: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your telegram olf the 18th, in 
which, on behalf of the American Legion of Livingston County, 
you urge me to support the World War widows and orphans' pension 
bill now pending before the House of Representatives. .I appre
ciate your telegram and the sincerity of conviction which actuated 
you and your fellow legionnaires in sending it. 

I would feel much more comfortable if I could find it possible to 
agree with you in support of the bill in question. It is not pleas
ant to disagree with some of one's neighbors and constituents. In 
this case my convictions run so strongly that in justice to myself, 
and more especially in justice to you, I must be frank and say that 
I cannot support the bill. 

You probably know that it provides for the payment of pensions 
to the widows and dependent children and parents of any veteran 
of t he World War, regardless of the cause of his death. This is a 
very, very broad provision. I have grave doubts as to its justice. 
The country owes a debt of gratitude to the men who died in the 
service or who were disabled in line of duty. We must always take 
care of them and their dependents. Moreover, J: think it right t bat 
the Govemment should afford hospitalization to veterans who fall 
ill and do the best possible in restoring them to health. However, 
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when it comes to . giving pensions to widows and dependents o1' 
veterans who die from causes entirely disconnected from their war 
service, it seems to me we would be establishing or restoring a 
precedent which would set up a pension system so vast as to 
threaten the financial stability of the Government. 

I am sure you will agree with me that there must be a limit to 
these things. If we impose still heavier burdens upon the tax
paying neighbor of the veteran, the former himself is apt to· col
lapse--there being a limit to his economic endurance. The people 
who earn a living and pay taxes today are fearfully hard pressed. 
I recall, for example, that there are something over 300 farms in 
Livingston County alone which are up for tax sale. Surely we must 
go very slowly and cautiously in our consideration of these proposals 
for a wide extension of the pension system. 

As for the Government itself, the national debt is rapidly ap
proaching the debt limit, $45,000,000,000. Of every dollar it spends 
the Government borrows about 50 cents. The deficit of this present 
fiscal year is estimated at four billions. Already . it is apparent that 
the Congress will have to lift the $45,000,000,000 debt limit unless 
the rate of expen<:iiture is very sharply restricted. Just at present 
it appears as if we were bound to go on plunging along the reckless 
road for at least a year to come. 

Mr. Chairman, this letter was written on April 19. Were 
I to write it today I would not restrict the plunging for a year 
to come; it will run far beyond that. 

Mr. WHITE of Idaho. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman 
yield to me? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I cannot yield at present. 
This pension bill which is being urged upon the Congress will, it 

is estimated by the Veterans' Administration, involve an annual ex
penditure of $48,000,000 for the first few years. That this sum w111 
increase very substantially thereafter there can be no doubt. This 
is just one of the additional burdens which the Congress is urged 
by various groups of people to impose upon the Treasury. If the 
Congress yields, and I fear it will in some instances, it may bring 
about an economic collapse and thereby infiict upon all our people, 
including the veterans, a degree of distress and suffering hitherto 
unknown. 

Frankly, when I see that huge debt, when I note the effect of 
present tax burdens, Federal, State, and local, the discouragement 
of enterprise and the multitude of unemployed, I am alarmed. In 
the face of such conditions I am tempted to urge World War vet
erans--good soldiers and good citizens--to forbear. 

I am writing you in this fashion, first, because I respect your views 
and, second, because you are entitled to an expression of mine. 

Sincerely yours, · 

[Applause.] 
[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. JENKINs]. 
Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I shall support 

this bill. 
Mr. Chairman, about 10 years ago I introduced a bill in 

this House providing for pensions for dependent widows and 
children of deceased World War veterans. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to insert that bill 
at this point of my remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
The bill referred to follows: 

[H. R. 16954, 7lst Cong., 3d sess., in the House of Representatives, 
February 7, 1931. Mr. JENKINS introduced the following bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions and ordered 
to be printed] 

A bill granting pensions to certain widows, minor children, and 
helpless children of soldiers, sailors, and ' marines who served 
during the \Vorld War, and for other purposes 
Be it enacted, etc., That the widow of any soldier, sailor, or 

marine, who entered the service prior to November 11, 1918, and 
served 90 days or more in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of 
the United States during the World War and was honorably d is
charged therefrom or who having served less than 90 days was 
discharged for d isability incurred in the service in line of duty, 
such widow having married the soldier, sailor, or marine prior to 

; the passage of this act, shall, upon due proof of her husband's 
death without proving his death to be the result of his service, be 
placed upon the pension roll during her widowhood at the rate of 
$30 per month: Provided, That she has one minor child of the 
veteran under 16 years of age, or if such widow has t wo minor 
children under 16 years of age the rate of pension shall be $36 per 
month, or if such widow h as t hree or more minor children under 
16 years of age the rate of pension shall be $42 per month: Provided 
further, That when the minor child or children all attain the age 
of 16 years, the rate of pension allowed to the widow shall then be 
reduced to $20 per month, which will continue to the widow. This 
section shall apply to a former widow of any soldier, sailor, or 
marine, who rendered service as hereinbefore described, or who was 
honorably discharged, or who died in the service due to a disability 

or disease incurred in the service in line of duty, such widow having 
married either once or more after the death of the soldier, sailor, 
or marine, if it be shown that such subsequent or successive m ar
riage has or have been dissolved, either by the death of the husband 
or husbands, or by divorce on any ground except adult ery on th e 
part of the wife; and any such former widow shall be entitled to 
and be paid a pension under the conditions set fort_p above; and 
in case there be no widow or one not entitled to pens1on under any 
law granting additional pension to minor children, then each minor 
child under 16 years of age of such soldier, sailor, or marine, shall 
be entitled to a pension of $10 per month, and in the event of t he 
death or remarriage of the widow or forfeiture of the widow's title 
to pension, the pension shall continue from the date of such d_eath, 
remarriage, or forfeiture to such child or children of such soldier, 
saUor, or marine until the age of 16 years: Provided further, That 
in case a minor child is insane, idiotic, or otherwise helpless the 
pension shall continue during the life of such child or during the 
period of such disability. 

SEc. 2. That the pension herein provided for shall commence 
from the date of filing application therefor in the Bureau of Pen
sions, after the approval of this act, and in such form as may be 
prescribed by the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs; and the issue 
of a check in payment of a pension for which the execution and 
submission of a voucher was not required shall constitute payment 
in the event of the death of the pensioner on or after the last day 
of the period covered by such check, and it shall not be canceled, 
but shall become an asset of the estate of the deceased pensioner. 

SEC. 3. No claim agent, attorney, or other person engaged in 
preparing, presenting, or prosecuting any original pension claim 
under the provisions of this act shall, directly or indirectly, con
tract for, demand, receive, or retain any fee for such services in 
preparing, presenting, or prosecuting such original pension claim 
a sum in excess of $10, which sum shall be payable upon the order 
of the Commissioner of Pensions under such rules and regulations 
as he may deem proper to make; and any person who shall, directly 
or indirectly, otherwise contract for, demand, or retain a fee for 
services in preparing, presenting, or prosecuting any claim under 
this act, or shall wrongfully withhold from the pensioner or claim
ant the whole or any part of the pension allowed or due to such 
pensioner or claimant under this act, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall, for each and every 
offense, be fined not exceeding $500 or be imprisoned not exceeding 
1 year, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

SEc. 4. That all acts and parts of acts in confiict with or incon
sistent with the provisions of this act are hereby modified and 
amended only so far and as to the extent as herein specifically 
provided and stated. 

Mr. JENKINS of Ohio. The bill which I introduced dif
fered from the pending bill in two respects: My bill did not 
provide a pension for a widow without children. Neither did 
it provide a pension to parents. It was simply a bill to pro
vlde help to thousands of World War widows who have 
children and are badly in need of help. Frequently, in the 
discussion of this bill, the opponents advanced the proposi
tion that these veterans are under the protection of the 
social-security law. This is not always the case. In order 
for a veteran to be under social security he must have 
been employed. Many of the veterans whose families this 
bill will help died before the social-security law went into 
effect and many since the social-security law went into effect 
have not been able to work and consequently were not 
employed. And besides one of the basic principles of this 
bill is that there must be dependency. In other words if a 
man dies and leaves his widow and children well provided 
for they will not be entitled to any pension under this law. 
The purpose of this law is to bring relief to the worst cases. 
Therein lies its real merit. Of course, in its execution no 
doubt some undeserving persons will be benefited by it but 
the real cardinal principle of this legislation is to bring relief 
to needy cases. 

I came to Congress a few years after the World War and 
I have been through practically all of this pension legisla
tion. For years I have maintained that the most deserving 
group were the unfortunate widows and children who had no 
means of support. I have spoken at legion conventions and 
I have never failed to get an almost unanimous response 
when I put it up to them as to whether they would not 
prefer a law that would enable their widows to keep their 
children together than any other pension law. It is an 
eternal credit to the veteran that in nearly every case the 
veteran would speak up and say that his most important 
concern was to feel that his wife and children would be 
taken care of by the Government so that they would not 
have to be separated. 

I should like to ask your indulgence while I cite you an 
actual case which profoundly im~ressed me. About 12 years 
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ago a World War veteran who had a wife and several 
children, and for whom I had repeatedly tried to secure a 
pension and failed, was growing worse and worse and fast 
approaching his last days. He sent for me to come and see 
him. As he lived about 100 miles from where I lived I 
notified him that I would come to see him when I was in 
his section which would probably be within a week or two, 
but would-come sooner if he insisted. Not having any report 
I did not go for about 2 weeks, when I received a telephone 
message asking me if I would come up to see him. I went at 
once. 

When I got there he was waiting for me and was in bad . 
shape. They lived in two rooms which the wife kept clean 
and tidy. It was in the summertime and after I had visited 
him a few minutes he asked his wife to retire so that he 
might talk to me. What he wanted of me was to exact a 
promise that I would do all I could for his wife and children. 
He wanted me to do all I could to keep them together. He 
had been waiting for me so that he could tell me that, and 
he would then be ready to pass on. I promised him that I 
would do so. With tears in his eyes he turned his face to 
the wall and I went out quietly. The next morning he was 
dead. I firmly believe that by sheer will power he had fought 
off death until he could get that promise from me. He left his 
wife and little children absolutely nothing except the knowl
edge that their husband and their father had served his 
country well and that in all probability had died as a result 
of a service-connected disability which we could not prove. 
From that day to this I have been trying to do for this World 
War widow and children what I promised him I would do. I · 
have introduced several bills in Congress and have supported 
every measure of this kind that has come before this Con
gress. Repeatedly make-shift pieces of legislation have been 
passed in order to thwart a movement to pass this kind of a 
bill. I am sure that this bill will pass this House by a tre
mendous majority. It will probably be as much as 10 to 1. 
I hope it will pass the Senate and that the President will sign 
it. I hear rumors that the Senate will not pass it and that 
the President will not sign it. I hope the Senate does pass it 
and whether the President signs it or not I am sure there is 
enough sentiment in the House to pass it over his veto. 

Illustrative of the necessity of the enactment of this bill 
into law, let me give you another incident that has come to 
my personal knowledge within the last year. 

A boy left my home county and served valiantly in France. 
He was always a nice fellow, though nervous, and when he 
came home he was in bad shape, but being industrious by 
nature, he was able to carry on to some extent. A large 
family of children came to his home. As he grew older his 
nervousness became more manifest, and although he and I 
bent every possible energy to secure a service-connected pen
sion for him we were not able to do so. He grew gradually 
worse from the same trouble which we claimed was service
connected and he finally got to the place where he could not 
work at anything. He was a total nervous wreck with a 
bad heart condition. When he became totally disabled we 
were able to get a total disability pension of $30 per month. 
Upon this little pension he and his wife and eig1"1t children ex
isted. About a year ago he died. They lived far out in the 
country. The eldest child, which was 17, was so severely af
flicted that it never was able to walk nor talk. This widow 
was left with this serious task and responsibility of caring for · 
the oldest child and for seven younger ones. Under the pen
sion laws as they are today she would not be entitled to any 
pension unless we could prove service-connected disability. 
Every Congressman knows that if a veteran cannot prove 
service-connected disability while he lives it is a hopeless task 
for his widow to try and prove it. From that day to this that 
poor widow has not been able to get any relief of any kind 
except from charity. You ask me, What about the social
security law? I reply that her husband had become unem
ployable before the social-security law went into effect and 
living in the country as he did he would not have been able 
to find employment. Then you ask me why she would not be 
protected under the provision of the social-security law which 

provides aid to dependent children? There is no question 
but that she would be entitled to it, but probably some of the 
Members do not know that there are many cases in the coun
try that this provision of the Social Security Act does not . 
reach. The State of Ohio is probably as forward in the en
actment of salutary laws of this kind as any other State in the 
Union, but the State participation in the dependent children 
program in Ohio is done by funds, some of which are pro
vided by the State and most of which are provided by the 
local subdivisions. In Ohio the State has not been as active 
and as forward in providing funds for the dependent chil
dren's program as it has for the old-age pensioners. And 
some of the local subdivisions in Ohio are so financially upset 
that they cannot provide very much for this fund. That is 
the case in the county where I live and where this widow and 
these eight children live. You probably will ask me then 
why should not this widow get a portion at least of what is 
provided? 

Then I say to you that it does appear that there should be 
no reason why she should not have a share at least of what 
there is provided. But for some reason or another the au
thorities in Ohio have adopted a rule which I think is 
unreasonable and unfair to many. I have argued with the 
proper authorities about it but to no avail. They have a 
rule the result of which is that those who are first on the 
list are kept first on the list year after year. Those who fail 
to get on the list are for that reason left off the list year after 
year. To illustrate, suppose Mrs. A with two children was 
first on the list in 1937, although she lived in the city and 
had a chance to work some, she was provided with an allot
ment as aid for her dependent children, and this allotment 
carried through 1938 and 1939. But when Mrs. B, whose 
husband died in 1939 and who is the widow with the eight 
children that I have been talking about, applied for aid for · 
her dependent children, she was denied aid because they 
claim that the fund had all been allocated. Why should not 
Mrs. A with two children be required to divide with Mrs. B 
with eight children or why should Mrs. B not get on the list 
somewhere sometime. It was poor comfort to her and her 
children that they had to live 10 or 11 months in 1939 with
out any help. The law providing aid for dependent children 
did not mean anything to her. And again in 1940 when the 
new allotment was made Mrs. A went back at the top of the 
list and Mrs. B with her eight children was left off the list 
because there was not enough money to reach her. 

Now in all fairness where will she go for help. The 17-
year-old boy who might have helped her was the most help
less of all of her children. There were no W. P. A. projects 
of any kind upon which she could work far out in the coun
try and besides she could not leave her children. The town
ship trustees who hand out a few dollars occasionally easily 
found that their relief funds are very small and easily 
exhausted. 

So to sum it all up this poor widow with her large family 
of children had no place to go and received no help from any 
source except what charity and the American Legion and 
others were able to take to her. 

No doubt there are thousands of cases like this in the 
country. It ought not to be so. Cost what it may they are 
entitled to be provided for. For years I have favored a pen
sion to the deserving widows of World War veterans and I 
welcome this chance today to vote for this bill. I hope it 
may become a law. I will be glad when I can write to dozens 
of these women who live in my district who have been look
ing and longing for the time when the Government will do 
something to help provide for the children of the men who 
offered their lives for their country. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.J 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5 

minutes to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. KEANJ. 
Mr. KEAN. Mr. Chairman, it is with great regret that I 

must rise to oppose any bill favored by the legislative repre
sentatives of the American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. 
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I am proud of being a member of both organizations and 

admire the fine patriotic work which they are doing. 
In passing I might say that up to this time I have voted 

for all legislation which has been recommended by the World 
War Veterans' Committee, but I cannot support this bill. 

Every consideration must be given to those who might in 
any way have suffered from service in the war. I believe 
that we should lean over backwards in this matter, and that 
presumption of injury should always be decided in favor of 
the veteran. But, I cannot see that the Government owes 
support to dependents of those whose death can in no way be 
traced to war service, and in regard to which it is impossible 
in any way to even conceive presumption. 

Medical records will show that a majority of those who 
were called into service and who served only in training 
camps in this country were aided physically rather than 
injured by reason of their service. 

The principle established by this bill puts these men on a 
par with those who actually did the fighting. 

Now maybe I have a prejudice in favor of combat troops, 
for I had the privilege of serving abroad with the Second 
Division. It was our division which had the heaviest casu
alties of any in the A. E. F. Five thousand one hundred and 
fifty-five of my comrades were killed in action, or died of 
wounds; 18,080 were wounded in action. Nothing that we 
can do is too much for these men and their dependents, and 
for those who fought alongside them. 

The Government has treated them shamefully. It is dis
graceful to pay only $38 a ·month to the widow of a man 
killed in action, and we .know what small sums are given to 
those actually wounded in the service. 

Let use ask why they are getting, and will get, so little. It 
will be because of the tremendous sums which will eventually 
be called for through establishing a principle, such as is in 
this bill, which will make improbable fair treatment for those 
who really suffered through their service. 

I could not answer to my comrades of the A. E. F. if I 
supported a bill like this. I could not face the memory of 
those who made the supreme sacrifice. 

Will this bill in any way help their dependents? Could I 
conceive of their supporting this type of legislation if they 
were alive? A thousand times no. 

What of the countless number wracked in body and soul 
who bore the brunt of the battle and now lie helpless in our 
hospitals eking out a miserable pittance from the Govern
ment. Will they be helped by the principle which you want 
to establish? No. They are almost forgotten. Why? Be
cause they have not the votes. But the 2,700,000 who never 
even left these shores, they have the votes and that is the 
sole reason· for this bill. 

Let us once and for all look the facts in the face and be 
honest about it. Four million seven hundred and ninety-one 
thousand were mobilized for the war. Of these less than 
half-approximately 2,000,000-went to France. Can any
one truly say that there is any reason why the United States 
owes support to the dependents of the 2,700,000 who 
remained here? 

Of those who went to France, approximately 1,000,000 
were in the service of supply. These were as patriotic and 
as fine citizens as the combat troops. They were ready and 
willing to go to the front if they had been ordered to. But 
the fact is that they did not receive these orders. The actual 
number of combat troops in France at the greatest expansion 
of the A. E. F. was just over a million. But all these even did 
not see action. Twenty-nine divisions were at one time at 
the front. Including the replacements, those who saw active 
service certainly did not number more than 900,000 men, or 
less than one-fifth of the men mobilized, the dependents of all 
of whom could receive benefits under this bill. 

To those combat troops, every consideration should be 
given. But why use their fine service as a shield to establish 
the principle that we should show equal consideration to the 
nearly 4,000,000 men who saw no action. 

This bill in itself does not call for such a large sum in 
benefits this year. but through it our natural sympathy for 

widows and orphans is being used as a cloak for creating an 
unjustifiable precedent. [Applause.] 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. KEAN. I yield to the gentlewoman from Massachu-
setts. . 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I may say to the gentie
man that the widows of many veterans who served with him 
overseas will benefit under the provisions of this act. Does 
the gentleman know that today there are records of hospital
ization in the War Department even for injuries that have 
never been separated from the files? Many of those who 
served overseas and who were ill or injured have not been able 
to establish service connection. Why does the gentleman 
want to discriminate also between those who served overseas 
and those who did not? The men in this country did not 
stay in this country of their own volition, and many of them 
were terribly ill with the flu. They are being bothered by 
residuals of that flu today as a result. Many of them were 
hurt, also some were blind. Some lost both legs. It is very 
unfair to those men and it is very unfair of the gentleman 
not to want to help the widows of those who served with him 
in battle, those whose husbands had not been able to establish 
service-connected disability and those who have been service 
connected have been cut time and time again by the Veter
ans' Administration. It is off again, on again, in compensa
tion, like theW. P. A., in so many veterans' claims. Those 
veterans' widows will be cared for under this bill ·to a small 
degree. I know the gentleman does not mean to be unfair, 
I am sure he does not fully understand the situation. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself 1 minute to 

answer the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. KEAN]. 
The gentleman stated in his speech that we put these 

widows on a par with the widows of men who have a service
connected disability. That is wrong. We do not do that. 
These widows get a maximum of $20 a month. The service
connected widow gets $38 a month and up. 

Again I call his attention to the fact that we are not set
ting any precedent. You have paid pensions to widows of 
Civil War veterans, who had no service-connected disability, 
for the last 50 years. You have increased those pensions 
from time to time and have put women on the roll who 
married Civil War veterans 40 years after the war closed. 
Here we are trying to take care of cases that probably owed 
their disabilities to service in the World War. We are trying 
to take care of these widows while they have little children 
to rear, feed, clothe, and educate. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 10 

minutes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GERLACH]. 
Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Chairman, I rise in favor of H. R. 

9000. I believe this measure is a step in the direction of cor
recting some of the inequalities which exist under present 
legislation now on the statute books affecting the widows and 
orphans of our country's war dead. It seems to me that the 
opponents of this bill are forgetful of one outstanding fact. 
They agree that it is proper to award compensation to the 
widows of the men who were wounded or killed in action on 
our battle fronts, but they have failed to give any considera
tion to .the widow of the veteran who died at home of a non

·service-connected cause. Thus they miss the point that the 
majority of those who came home, to pass away in the years 
following, also were actual participants in the war. They 
fought in battle just as did those who gave their lives in 
battle; they displayed their patriotism and loyalty just as 
those who received wounds in battle-and let me· remind you, 
many of them were wounded and their records were lost, and 
many more sutrered wounds but fought bravely on Without 
ever having their wounds marked upon the records. And 
surely their widows and children are as deserving as the 
widows and children of the service-connected dead. 

I agree, of course, that there is a difference between the 
service-connected veteran and the non-service-connected vet
eran with respect to their disabilities, and so there should be 
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a difference between the rates of pension paid to these cases. 
However, the widows of service-connected veterans are now 
receiving $38 a month if they are under 50 years of age and 
$45 a month if they are over 50, with $8 for one child and $4 
for each additional child. Let me remind you that this bill 
only provides $20 a month for the widow of the non-service
connected veteran, regardless of age, and this, I say to you, is 
unfair, for, although there is a difference between the vet
erans, I am just as emphatic in stating that there certainly is 
no difference in their widows. I cannot see why there should 
be opposition to this measure if we bear in mind that the 
widow, to receive but $20 a month, must show need. Back in 
1917 these wives were all prepared to make the supreme sac
rifice. When their husbands were called to war and did not 
return, or when they returned · and were unable to adjust 
themselves to changed conditions the wives were the ones 
who suffered. 

We made no distinction then; they were all the same-all 
willing to sacrifice their husbands, the fathers of their chil
dren, and their homes. And they are still the same to me. 
What if some of their husbands who because of a disability 
noted on the records can be termed service-connected vet
erans while others of their husbands who received no such dis
ability or who received it but failed to have it recorded are 
nonservice connected? Tod~y they are all widows of vet
erans and I believe that every one of them who can prove 
their need under the dependency clause in this bill deserves 
compensation and H. R. 9000 is a step in that direction. 

Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, this measure is not a new 
departure in veterans' legislation. As is customary, the vet
eran whose dependents will become eligible under the bill 
must have served honorably for a period of 90 days or more 
during the World War, or, if less than 90 days, was discharged 
for disability incurred in the line of duty. The widow without 
children must have been married to the veteran prior to 
July 3, 1921, which is the official date of the ending of the 
World War. A widow with children must have been married 
to the veteran prior to May 13, 1938; and surely in these trou
bled times no one can deny that such a widow of a veteran 
should have the financial assistance this bill provides. The 
money paid to these nee.dy persons will, at least, do a small 
part in alleviating conditions that cause relief, and it will add 
that much more purchasing power in the communities where 
it is received. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. GERLACH. I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi. 
Mr. RANKIN. The gentleman from New Jersey spoke about 

his comrades who went overseas. As a matter of fact, a large 
number of service-connected cases never went overseas, and 
in the cases of a great number of the men who did go over
seas and who came back and broke down after 1925 with 
tuberculosis or neuropathic trouble or other chronic con
stitutional diseases and died, their widows and orphans get 
nothing, although if the truth were known they would be just 
as much entitled to it as the dependents of men who have been 
on the roll all these years. For this reason, we are trying to 
take care of the widows and orphans of these men in this 
bill. 

Mr. KEAN. I would say to the gentleman that certainly 
a service-connected case in this country is absolutely entitled 
to consideration. 

Mr. RANKIN. I understand, but there were a great many 
cases of men who really did have a service-connected disability 
but who did not prove it and did not try to prove it because 
they thought they could overcome it, and then after the 
time had expired they attempted to do so and found they 
were too late. Then when they went down to their graves 
their widows and orphans were shut out. This bill will take 
care of them. 

Mr. GERLACH. I thank the gentleman for his contri
bution. 

This same class of dependents of the veterans of both the 
Spanish-American War and the Civil War were granted com
pensation, each approximately 20 years after those wars. 
Surely the widows and children of the veterans of the World 
War should have the same consideration. Yet the proVi-

sions of H. R. 9000 are more restrictive than similar legis
lation applicable to the widows and children of these prior 
wars in that this bill places a limitation that any widow with
out child with an annual income over $1,000, or widow with 
children with an annual income over $2,500 would not bene
fit. These widows are required to prove dependency under 
regulations prescribed by the Veterans' Administration. Ex
isting law does not require the widows of the Spanish
American and Civil War veterans to show such dependency. 

Let us think, then, in terms of comparison with the widows 
and children of the veterans of these earlier wars, and I 
believe we will realize that we should not attempt to deprive 
these needy widows from this just compensation. It has 
been stated on the :floor of the House, in opposition to this 
measure, that we should not slam the door in the face of the 
widows and children whose men gave their lives in battle. I 
do not think we have ever slammed the door in the face of 
such widows and children, nor in the face of the widows and 
children of the veterans of other wars. Why should we, then, 
slam the door in the face of this group who deserve compen
sation? We have, I say to you, for over 20 years been slam
ming the door in their faces despite the fact that they are 
widows and children of men who served our country just as 
faithfully as those killed in action, who fought just as meri
toriously but who lived to die, if the truth and the records 
were known, in a large percentage of disease or disability 
received during the service they rendered. Let us be fair to 
this deserving group, for their cause is just as worthy. Let 
us remember that at the call-to-arms these wives were all 
the same, all willing to sacrifice their most treasured posses
sions; all willing to do their bit for our great country; and 
though some of their husbands died on the fields of France 
while other of their husbands returned to take up life where 
they left it when they went "over there"; today, as widows 
of veterans, they deserve the same consideration. , 

For these reasons I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
House to vote for H. R. 9000. [Applause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5 minutes to the gen
tleman from California [Mr. CosTELLOl. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, we have before us once 
again just another piece of veterans' legislation. Periodi
cally in each session of the Congress we are confronted with 
numerous bills of this character to provide additional bene
fits for veterans of the World War. We are always told that 
we are doing for the World War veterans what we have done 
for the veterans of previous wars, that we are not setting a 
new precedent, that we are merely following a precedent, yet 
when the charge is made against this bill that it is opening 
the door to universal pensions we are told that no such step 
is even contemplated. 

The precedent for universal pensions has been set in the 
case of the Spanish War veterans, and the same argument of 
following precedents will be used when they bring in that 
bill, and the bill is now pending before the Congress. It is 
true the committee may not have held hearings on it and 
may not have reported it out, but the disability-pension bill of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars is now pending before the Con
gress. While that bill, according to their figures but not the 
Veterans' Administration figures, would cost, if it were to be 
passed, $293,000,000 annually the first year, they I:st the item 
for pensions at age 65, paying $60 a month, as costing only 
approximately $14,000,000 the first year. Figures have defi
nitely been presented to show that this item alone will cost 
this country $20,000,000,000 if you ever enact it into law. This 
is the first step to make that provision eligible to enactment 
into law. 

We are told that these people are now on relief and that this 
bill is going to take them off relief. We have heard many 
tears splash upon the :floor of this well for those poor widows 
and orphans who are on relief and should not be there. I 
wonder if they will be grateful to you for taking them off 
relief, where they may be earning $40 or $60 a month, and 
handing them $20 a month as a pension instead. 

The amount you are offering is a mere pittance. It is not 
an adequate pension for one who is entitled to a pension; but 
because you are including this vast army of dependents of 
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4,700,000 veterans, because you are making all of them eligi
ble, you cannot afford to pay a decent amount to them, nor 
can you afford to increase the compensation that is due those 
who are actually disabled because they suffered a service
connected disability. 

The gentleman from Mississippi very definitely emphasizes 
the fact that they are not setting precedents, and he says we 
cannot increase the pension of the disabled because to do so 
would create a dangerous condition; that someone would 
come along in a later Congress and strike out the service-

. connected requirement. What are you doing in this bill if 
you are not striking out the service-connected requirement? 
The very thing the gentleman complains of, in not wanting to 
increase the pensions of those who are justly entitled to pen
sions, is that in some later Congress they might do the ·thing 
you are doing now in this bill, namely, eliminating the re
quirement to show service connection, 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. COSTELLO. I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi. 
Mr. RANKIN. We increased them last year, and my recol-

. lection is that the vote was 359 to 1. 
Mr. COSTELLO. I will state to the gentleman that be iS 

quite correct. I objected to that particular bill because of 
two sections tha,t were contained in it. Under the situation in 
which the bill was brought up it was not possible to offer an 
amendment on this floor. The bill went over to the Senate, 
and before the Senate committee the Veterans' Administra
tion raised their protest against those two sections. The 
Senate struck out the very two sections that I demanded 
should be stricken from the bill. The Senate passed the bill 
that way, and the bill came right back to the floor of this 
House. The gentleman from Mississippi himself did not 
even ask that this House disagree to the Senate amendments. 
By unanimous consent the House agreed to the Senate 
amendments. The House reversed its position and stood by 
me, not with the original bill. [,Applause. l 

Mr. RANKIN. The reason we did not insist on those 
amendments was that it was at the very end of the session 
and we knew it would kill the bill. 

Mr. COSTELLO. It was not my intention to kill it. The 
provisions in that bill were put in there solely for the purpose 
of upsetting the established basis on which the Veterans' 
Administration had been operating. 

Mr. RANKIN. That was the bill in which we increased the 
compensation of the widows and orphans of service-connected 
disabled veterans. . 

Mr. COSTELLO. I may say to the gentleman I had no 
objection to those provisions of the bill, it was the new prece
dent you were establishing by sections 4 and 7 of that bill, I 
believe, to which I raised my objection. The new precedent 
established in this bill by bringing in parents is one of the 
items to which I am opposed in this bill. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5 

minutes to the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. MILLER]. 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Cali

fornia [Mr. CosTELLO] being unable to secure additional 
time, I am going to answer the remark of the chairman of 
the committee and point out to the chairman of the com
mittee that the gentleman from California [Mr. CosTELLo] 
has a bill before your committee now to pay $60 a month to 
the widows of men who died in service and I would be happy 
to vote for that bill when the committee sees fit to bring it 
out. 

I regret the necessity of opposing H. R. 9000. There is no 
Member of this House who holds the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars in higher regard than I do, 
but it will be a sorry day for those two organizations and 
for the Members of this House when members of that or
ganization cannot agree on the merits of legislation that 
they introduce here. 

I consider this bill ill-advised, ill-considered, and ex
tremely ill-timed. I cannot vote for this general pension bill 
when I know that at this present moment we are not ade
quately providing for the widows of men who died in battle or 
for their dependents and when we are not providing for the 

Widows of men in the active establishment. I have a letter 
in my files from the Widow of a young officer who gave his 
life in the crash of the Shenandoah. She is receiving today 
a paltry pension of $22 ·a month, and we propose to give $20 
a month to the Widow of a veteran under this measure where 
the Widow was not born at the time of the war and the 
veteran served on a college campus during the war. 

I was called out to the door during this debate by a 
Gold Star Mother who greeted me With tears in her eyes and 
said, "I hope you defeat this bill, if only you can do some
thing for us Gold Star Mothers who are living in a garret 
on $45 a month." As a veteran I cannot support this legis
lation while that situation exists, and I may say to the 
members of this Committee that you are not going to take 
any widows of World War veterans off of W. P. A.-not by 
their choice anyway. Let us assume that two widows come 
before you, as an employment manager, either in private 
industry or in W. P. A. One Widow has a pension of a 
paltry $20 a month from the Federal Government and the 
other widow has no income. Which one are you going to 
hire, whether it be in W. P. A. or private industry? If we 
pass H. R. 9000 we are going to harm the very group that 
the proponents of this legislation sincerely desire to assist, 
and I say to you that the amount of money involved in this 
bill is not the most vital factor. If it were right and cost 
$100,000,000 a year, I would vote for it; but it is not right 
and it is not sound, and we are not in a position to pay it. 

I want to say a word or two about the action of the 
American Legion on this legislation. I cannot speak for the 
American Legion. I speak only for myself and for my 
constituents. The American Legion adopted this proposal as 
the fourth point in a 4-point program in 1934, and no na
tional convention of the American Legion has considered the 
contents of this bill or the provisions of this bill in any detail 
since that time. The Legion has simply asked, in 1934, for 
protection of the widows and orphans of World War veterans. 
No convention has endorsed the provision of this bill, but 
each year has said, "We reiterate our previous stand on 
widows' and orphans' legislation," and never in a national 
convention of the American Legion pave they endorsed any 
provision of law that would provide a pension for any veteran 
or his dependents, regardless of whether there was any 
service-connected disability. 

Congress established the precedent in the disability-allow
ance law. The American Legion never asked, and neither 
had any other veteran organization ever asked, for the dis
ability-allowance law to pay a pension to a veteran for dis
abilities not incurred in service. That law was passed by 
the Congress in an election year, and the RECORD shows that 
the most generous provisions of our veterans' laws were 
passed in election years, and the veterans themselves are 
wise to that situation. 

I have had many letters in opposition to this bill from 
veterans and some from business institutions, but I had one 
that really impressed me greatly from a veteran who lived 
in what we colloquially call a flophouse, the Citadel Hotel, 
of Hartford, operated by the Salvation Army, With room and 
breakfast for 25 cents. He made the strongest argument 
against this bill, and that man today is not on any roll. I 
made every effort to get him on W. P. A., but he is frank 
enough to say that such legislation as this will discredit the 
veterans of the World War. I went back to my district and 
talked to several posts of the American Legion and to a 
district meeting and explained this bill to them, and they 
are not for it. But if you say to a veter:an or a Legionnaire, 
"Are you in favor of legislation for widows and orphans of 
World War veterans," of course. they will say, "Sure, I am," 
because they assume that you are referring to widows of men 
who gave their lives or were disabled in the service. When 
you say that this bill will open the gates wide then they are 
opposed to it. 

I wish there were time to go into other details of this bill. 
Two of them can be approached by amendment. [Applause.] 

For example, I feel very strongly that the marriage provi
sion which would qualify a widow married to a veteran prior 
to July 3, 1921, is much too liberal, and should be restricted to 
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those widows whose marriage occurred prior to the signing of 
the armistice. In this way we would be providing at least for 
widows who shared the difficulties and inconveniences of the 
war years. We would not be opening up the pension rolls to 
persons who had no connection whatsoever with the veteran 
during his period of service. 

I would also like to offer an amendment striking out the 
provisions which would care for dependent parents. Never 
before in the history of veterans' legislation have such provi
sions been included in pension legislation, and I feel that at 
such a time as this, when our financial structure is subjected 
to tremendous strain and when the defense program of this 
Nation is of paramount importance, any further extension of 
pension protection should not be countenanced. 

With respect to the third amendment which I should like 
to offer, I refer to the injustice which might arise from dual 
coverage of persons coming under the provisions of this act. 
Many of the widows of veterans covered by this act are also 
eligible for social-security benefits. In many instances these 
benefits will exceed those which they would receive under the 
provisions of H. R. 9000. I think it only fair to the average 
American who is eligible for social-security benefits, but who 
is not entitled to veterans' pensions, that some arrangement 
be made whereby these persons may be entitled only to one of 
these benefits. In order to be absolutely fair, I think that 
such benefits should be judged on the basis of amount and for 
that reason I shall offer an amendment to the effect that 
where dual coverage occurs the person in question shall be 
entitled only to the greater benefit. 

As I said at the outset, this legislation is ill-advised, ill
considered, and extremely ill-timed. We have provided pen
sions for our veterans in the past on the basis of actual service, 
and I think no one begrudges one penny of the money which 
has been spent in order to make comfortable those veterans 
who sacrificed life or limb for this country. But I can see no 
justification for penalizing the already overburdened taxpayer 
for the benefit of the families of men whose war service was 
done in a training camp, thousands of miles from any con
flict, and whose training actually benefited rather than 
harmed them. 

[Here the gavel fell.J 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

7 minutes to the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. ALEXANDER]. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Chairman, I think this bill is verY 

timely, and I am going to support it with all the energy at my 
command. I have studied veterans legislation, as I have 
studied the question of war and peace ever since I came out 
of that conflict in 1918, from whence arises this problem we 
are discussing, and I am free to say that there is nothing 
within the power of the people of the United States that they 
can give either to the veterans of the World War or to their 
widows and orphans that is today good enough for them, or 
that will ever repay the debt of gratitude the United States 
owes to them, whether they lost their lives, or were wounded, 
or did not get to the front. The mere fact that they offered 
their lives should be sufficient justification for the passage of 
this legislation. There is nothing wrong with this bill except 
that it does not go far enough. I think we should take care 
of these people in a still greater way than we are aiming to do 
in this bill. I think we should take care of the people who 
have been discussed here by the gentleman from California 
[Mr. CosTELLO] and the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
MIL.LERJ and some of the others who have made the point 
that we should take care of the dependents of those who lost 
their lives in battle. I agree with them, but I also submit that 
we have not done enough for them or for their widows and 
orphans. I have in my own district two cases which are 
directly in point in that respect, one of them the case of the 
widow of Capt. George H. Mallon, one of Pershing's hundred 
heroes of the World War, and a holder of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, who is now receiving the munificent sum of 
approximately $30 a month, although Captain Mallon was a 
high-caliber man, who in his lifetime provided well for his 
family , as his earnings never ran less than two or three hun
dred dollars a month; and now to ask a widow and her chil-

dren since his death August 2, 1934, to live on approximately 
$30 a month is beyond all comprehension. 

·I have another case in my district in Minnesota, a very 
pitiful case, where a mother named Mrs. Hanna Johnstad 
gave two sons on the field of battle, Elmer M. and Albert P., 
and today she is receiving the pitful sum of $40 a month. I 
call attention to the fact that in Minnesota we pay $20.71 a 
month to old-age pension recipients, or 71 cents a month 
more than Mrs. Johnstad is receiving from each after having 
given her two sons to the cause of her country in 1917 and 
1918. So I say there are many things that we should do if· 
we really want to show our gratitude, and if we want to show 
a real sense of justice to these people whom we are discussing 
here today. 

The point is frequently made that we owe nothing to non
service-connected cases. I tell you that no man can be taken 
from his usual environment, from his usual vocation, and 
placed in an army camp as were 4,000,000 of our young men 
in 1917 and 1918, and come out of that experience, whether 
he went up to the front or not, without having suffered men
tally and physically. I know in my own experience where as 
a young man I was placed in a camp under a captain who 
had been training a group of illiterate colored boys in Mis
sissippi. You can imagine just how we Minnesota boys felt 
to be treated as this captain attempted to treat us, after 
having been transferred to our camp with the type of train
ing which he had been giving to those poor illiterate colored 
boys. 

I suffered and I know all of my comrades from Minnesota 
suffered from his ruthless, arbitrary, dictatorial attitude and 
his overbearing and inconsiderate manner, as did the com
rades from other States that were placed under the conditions 
which we experienced. We suffered, too, as to food, which 
was musty, filthy, and inadequate either qualitatively or quan
titatively. We suffered physically and mentally day and 
night. One morning I awoke and found that during the 
night, because of the high altitude in the camp where we 
were, the snow had started falling, and the wind had begun to 
blow like a hurricane, and it had blown a drift through our 
tent and entirely covered my cot, and when I attempted to 
rise in the morning, chilled through and shivering, both shoes 
were drifted full of a mixture of sand and snow. I had to get 
up, throw that snow off my blankets, and try to get my feet 
into those wet shoes, lace them up with frozen fingers, and 
then enjoy the day's activities, rotten food, slave-driving, and 
all, as we were preparing to go to the front. Ten percent of 
our group died of mistreatment and exposure before we ever 
got started to the front, and most of the others felt those 10 
percent were lucky. 

Mr. VAN ZANDT. Is that information in your service 
record today? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. No; of course not. 
Mr. VAN ZANDT. Then you could not prove it, if you 

became disabled today, that it had any effect upon your 
physical make-up? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. No. On the occasion described I had 
just recovered from an attack of the "flu," from which I had 
been sick for a week, and with the type of food we were 
getting, and got even during that hospitalization and after
ward, that sort of atmosphere and environment could not 
help but have an effect; so that when I returned home from 
my service I immediately came down with inflammatory 
rheumatism simply as a result of the severe exposure incurred 
in service. 

None of this shows on my record. I am not complaining 
because I had the will power and determination to rise above 
that sort of thing, although doctors said then I could never 
get well; but to the man who might have a less strong mind, 
I can see that there is much injustice being practiced in the 
United States today when we do not take care of these non
service-connected cases, and when we do not take care of 
their widows and orphans as provided to a small degree in 
this bill. 

Mr. RANKIN. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield. 
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Mr. RANKIN. As a matter of fact, were not a great many 

of those service records lost, especially overseas? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. That is true. I have received several 

cases from men in my district, in fact one this morning, try
ing to find men who can help him with his affidavits, to get 
justice, which he has been trying to get during all these years. 

Mr. RANKIN. The gentleman spoke. about a Gold Star 
Mother in his district who was getting $40 a month. She is 
entitled to at least $45 under the bill we passed here last 
year. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Tile letter I have from her is dated 
January 6. She evidently was not receiving the increase at 
that time; but I will see that the matter is taken up with the 
Veterans' Administration, and I thank the gentleman for 
his suggestion. 

Now, the point has been made that the American Legion 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars do not know what they 
are doing in this matter. I want to make the suggestion 
that they and their members are the very ones who do know 
what they are doing, because they have had experience, be
cause they have been in close contact with these comrades 
and with their wives and orphans, and know what the prob
lem is better than anyone else. 

For my part, I can say I have had requests from every 
Legion post and from every Veterans of Foreign Wars post in 
my district asking me to support this bill. I am glad that 
my comrades back home are alive to the need for this meri
torious legislation. The mere fact that the death rate among 
the veterans who are still alive is much higher than it is 
among other people who did not serve is proof in itself that 
something happened to those men when they were in the 
service, even though they did not get up to the front. They 
were the best, physically speaking, in the Nation 23 years 
ago. Why this excessive death rate? 

Mr. VAN ZANDT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield. 
Mr. VANZANDT. Tile gentleman knows, of course, that 

91 World War veterans are dying every 24 hours? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Yes; a~d that proportion of deaths is 

much higher proportionally than among the rest of the 
population. 

Mr. MILLER. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield. 
Mr. MILLER. Is not the gentleman aware of the fact that, 

according to official War Department records, 81 percent of 
the men discharged who were not actually wounded were 
in better physical condition than the day they enlisted? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I do not agree with that statement. I 
think it is very far from true. 

Mr. MILLER. It is official. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I do not think they know what they 

were talking about. In fact, they did not know I was sick 
when they let me out, and I just managed to get home before 
a complete break-down of long duration. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is another point I want to make 
in this connection in the limited time I have at my disposal, 
and that is that if the forces of greed and selfishness con
tinue to lead us along on the road to war, as they are doing 
in tmmistakable fashion at the present time--

Tile CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield the gentleman 1 additional minute, 

to ask him a question. 
· Is it not a· fact that the average World War veteran who 
served any appreciable time was wrung loose from his pur
pose in life, and many of them never did get back into the 
harness? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Most of them have not been able to 
rehabilitate or reinstate themselves to this day as they were 
at the time when they went into the service. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Chair

man, to revise and extend my remarks and include therein a 
speech which I gave in the House on November 2, 1939, 
entitled, "After the War, Peace," which is the point I was 
about to make. · 

The CHAffiMAN. That being extraneous matter, the 
gentleman must obtain that permission in the House. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. As I started to say when interrupted, 
if the forces of selfishness and greed continue to lead us 
into war, then we should let them know by passing this bill 
that they are going to have to pay the costs, such as these 
pensions, out of their war profits. And I , for my part, shall 
be pleased to make the costs just as high as possible. We 
did not ask for war, we will not ask for embroilment in the 
present one, but the millions who went in 1917 and 1918 and 
their dependents paid and are paying with lives and fiber 
and blood and health, for none of which filthy lucre can 
ever replace or repay, so let those leading the Nation in 
again have their answer plain and clear here today. 

There are two more things we should do as a corollary to 
the passage of this bill, and that is, first, tax and take every 
dollar of profit which will be made as a result of the present 
war, and set it aside as a fund to take care of the future 
needs of the wounded, disabled, and disheartened, the flot
sam of what the next few years may have in store for us, 
and their parents, their widows, and orphans. Second, after 
those have been provided for, we should also take construc
tive steps now to prevent any future reoccurrence of such a 
catastrophe as that approaching us. We can prevent this 
eternal and periodical recurrence of war if we want to· the 
same as we have done in this Nation for 152 years with but 
one exception. For nearly 75 years we were at peace, and 
now since 1865 we have another 75 years of peace. We can 
do the same for the world if we want to and thus save our
selves. I have reference to the plan presented in my ad
dress of November 2, 1939, entitled, "After the War, Peace," 
in which I offer a suggestion for a United States of the World. 
I commend it to the consideration of everyone in this Na
tion, and then from us to the sad and war-torn world. It is 
the only "road to peace." Let us grasp it. 

AFTER THE WAR, PEACE! 
[Remarks of Han. JoHN G. ALEXANDER, of Minnesota, in the House 

of Representatives, Thursday, November 2, 1939] 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, 181 against 243 for is the sad record 

of the roll-call vote this afternoon, November 2, 1939, in the House 
of Representatives on the question of repeal of the embargo against 
the sale of arms and munitions of war. My heart sinks when I 
realize the meaning of such a vote. I was never so forlorn or so 
filled with despair as I am tonight as I approach the thankless task 
of trying to pick up the wreckage after the storm, to use a descrip
tive phrase with which we are all familiar. 

I know of no b etter time, however, than right now to start to 
build on the broken pedestal of hope for a real peace after the 
war which we cannot escape, I fear, after the action of the House 
today. 

In a great majority of the hundreds of speeches I have made 
on many and varied occasions in the past 12 years I have stated 
that there is a way to a real and lasting peace, a way as yet untried, 
a way open to us after all else--all human experimentation-has 
failed-a sure way, because it is the way appointed by the Creator 
of manltind. 

I suggested it in my address in the House on February 22, last, 
entitled "Is Democracy in Guam?"; again on May 9, in my The Only 
Road to Peace; also in my neutrality address of June 28, and 
again yesterday, when I suggested in my r emarks before the House 
that we should, as a corollary to our vote here today, demand the 
right to write the terms of the ·next treaty of peace when this war 
has finally burned itself out after years of destruction. 

The future welfare of this Nation and of humanity in general 
greatly depends on how well we write that peace treaty, conse
quently, I want to cut the pattern for it now, to set out a formula. 
I want to have it ready for the great minds--if any be left then
who will sit around the peace table in · that day and year after 
travail and shedding of blood have wrought the reform we need, 
and have burned the word "honesty" into our hearts and souls, 
which the oratory of the Congress could not do this year, even 
though supported by the voices and letters of thousands of our 
citizens begging us not to traffic in war materials. 

WE GO TO WAR 

Religious, racial, political, economic, and patriotic prejudices 
destroy peace and the edifice of humanity. As long as these 
prejudices prevail, humanity will not ever have rest. How can 
we best remove them? How? Did you ever ask yourself that ques
tion? If so, and if you found the answer, you are to be highly 
congratulated for you are one of God's noblemen. 

For a period of 6,000 years history informs us about this world 
of ours. During these 6,000 years we have not been free from war, 
strife, murder, and bloodthirstiness. In every period war h as been 
waged 1n one country or another, and that war was due to business 
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competition fought under a cloak of either religious prejudice, 
racial prejudice, political prejudice, or patriotic prejudice. Con
sequently, the answer to the problem m~t be found in the re~oval 
of these prejudices as all are destructive of the hu?lan edifice. 
As long as these prejudices persist, the struggle f~r existe~ce must 
remain dominant, and bloodthirstiness and rapacity contmue. 

Therefore, today, in this twentieth century, even as was the 
case in the past, the world of humanity cannot be saved. fr~m the 
darkness of nature and economic rivalry, and cannot attam Illumi
nation except through the abandonment of prejudices and by the 
acquisition of the morals of the kingdom as enunciated by Jesus 
Christ over 1,900 years ago. Consider if there is prejudice and 
enmity on account of religion. Religion shoul~ be the cause of 
fellowship, otherwise it is fruitless. And if this pre~udice is the 
prejudice of nationality, all mankind are of one nation; all have 
sprung from the tree of Adam. That tree is one and all these 
nations are only the branches, while the individuals of humanity 
are like leaves, blossoms, and fruits of the branches. Theref_ore, 
it is ignorance and selfishness which sets one nation up against 
another in war. 

As to the patriotic prejudice, this is also due to absolute ig
norance, for the surface of the earth is everyone's native land. 
Everyone can live in any spot on this globe. All the worl<;I is 
man's birthplace. These boundaries, and the red and J.?lue llnes 
on the maps, are devised by selfish man. In the cre_atlon, such 
boundaries were not assigned. Europe is one contment; Asia 
is one continent; America, Africa, Australia ·are each one cont~n~nt; 
but some from personal motives and selfish interests, have diVIded 
each one 'or these continents and considered a certain part as their 
own country. 

NO FRONTIER 

. God has set up no frontier between France an~ German~; they 
are continuous; yet selfish souls for the promotion of their own 
fnterests fight over these imaginary lines on the maps: And 
this situation will continue indefinitely, if this concept10n of 
patriotism remains limited within a certain circle, and it will be a 
primary cause of the world's dest-ruction. No, my friends, the 
terrestrial globe is the motherland of us all and not any restricted 
area for is not man the son of God and is not God also the creator 
of the earth-therefore the property of each individual by right 
of inheritance. In fact, it is not only ours to live on, but it is 
also i:u death our eternal tomb. Is it worth while that we should 
engage in bloodshed and stage war after war as we are now and 
always have, over this eternal tomb? 

SIGNS OF IMPENDING CHAOS 

Not only have we widespread war in progress but never, indeed; 
have there been such widespread and basic upheavals, whether !n 
the social, economic, or political spheres of human activity as are 
now going on all over the world. Never have there been so many 
and varied sources of danger as those that now threaten the struc
ture of society. How long will humanity persist in its wayward
ness? How long will injustice continue? How long is chaos and 
confusion to reign among men? How long Will discord agitate the 
face of society? The signs of impending chaos and convulsions can 
now be discerned, inasmuch as the prevailing order appears to be 
lamentably defective. 

The disquieting influence of over 30,000,000 souls in minorities 
living under precarious conditions in Europe; the vast and ever
swelling army of the unemployed here, with its crushing burden 
and demoralizing influence on governments and peoples; the 
wicked, unbridled race of armaments swallowing an ever-increasing 
share of the substance of already impoverished nations; the utter 
demoralization of the international financial markets; the on
slaught of secularism invading what has hitherto been regarded as 
the impregnable strongholds of Christian orthodoxy-these stand 
out as some 0( the grave symptoms that bode ill for the future 
stability of the structure of modern civilization. Little wonder 
that one of Europe's preeminent thinkers, honored for his wisdom 
and restraint should have been forced to make so bold an asser
tion: "The w'orld is passing through the gravest crisis in the his
tory of civilization." "We stand," writes another, "before either 
a world catastrophe or, perhaps, before the dawn of a greater era 
of truth and wisdom." It is in such times that religions have 
perished and are born. 

Might we not already discern, as we scan the political horizon, 
the alinement of those forces that are dividing afresh the Continent 
of Europe into two camps of combatants, determined upon a contest 
that may mark, unlike the last war, the end of an epoch, a vast 
epoch, in the history of human evolution? · 

Are we, the privileged custodians of a priceless faith and a g~eat 
principle of government, called upon to witness a cataclys:rru.cal 
change, politically as fundamental and spiritually ~s beneficent as 
that which precipitated the fall of the Roman Empue in the west? 
Might it not happen, perhaps, that out of this world eruption there 
may stream forces of such spiritual energy as shall recall, nay 
eclipse, the splendor of those signs and wonders that accompanied 
the establishment of the faith of Christianity? Might there not 
emerge out of the agony of a shaken world a religious revival of 

· such scope and power as to even transcend the potency of those 
world-directing forces with which the religions of the past have, at 
fixed intervals and according to an inscrutable wisdom, revived the 
fortunes of declining ages and peoples?· Might.not the ~ankruptcy 
of this present, this highly vaunted materialistic civihzation, in 
it~elf clear away the choking weeds that now hinder the unfold
ment and perfection of God's struggling fait~ 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF A NEW ·WORLD ORDER 

Shall we strive to attempt or venture to obtain a glimpse of the 
first streaks of the promised dawn that must, in the fullness of 
time, chase away the gloom that has encircled humanit;y? Let ~e 
point out in broad outline what appears to be the guiding prm
ciples underlying a new world order. 

That the unrest and suffering affiicting the mass of mankind are 
in no small measure the direct consequences of the world War and 
attributable to the unwisdom and shortsightedness of the framers 
of the peace treaties only a biased mind can refuse to admit. It 
would be idle, however, to contend that the war, with all the losses 
it involved, the passions it aroused, and the grievances it left 
behind, has solely been responsible for the unprecedented confu
sion into which almost every section of the civilized world is 
plunged at present. . . 

Is it not a fact-and this is one of the ideas I desire to brmg 
out-that the fundamental cause of this world unrest is attribu
table, not so much to the consequences of what must sooner or 
later come to be regarded as a transitory dislocation in the affairs 
of a continually changing world, but rather to the failure of tJ;lose 
into whose hands the immediate destinies of peoples and nat10ns 
have been committed, to adjust their system of religious, economic, 
and political institutions to the imperative needs of a rapidly 
evolving age? Are not these intermittent crises that convulse 
present-day society due primarily to the lamentable inability of 
the world's recognized leaders and preachers to read aright the 
signs of the times, to rid themselves of their preconceived ideas 
and fettering creeds, and to reshape the machinery of their respec
tive governments or positions according to a new standard-the 
standard that is implicit in the declaration of the oneness of man
kind, the cnief and distinguishing feature of the faith Christ pro
claimed? Consider that question carefully and see if your answer 
is not the same as mine. Do you not recall that in every dispensa
tion the light of divine guidance has been focused on one central 
theme? In this glorious century of ours the foundation of the 
faith of God and the distinguishing feature of His law are the evi
dences and the consciousness of the oneness of mankind. 

How pathetic indeed are the efforts of all those leaders of human 
institutions who, in utter disregard of the spirit of the age, are 
striving to adjust national processes, suitable to the ancient days 
of self-contained nations, to an age which must either achieve the 
unity of the world or perish. At so critical an hour in the history 
of the world, great and small, whether in the east or in the west, 
whether victors or vanquished, whether aggressors or peacemakers, 
all must give heed to this clarion call and arise manfully to carry 
out in its entirety the one remedial scheme He, the Divine Physi
cian, has prescribed for an ailing humanity. Let them discard, 
once for all, every preconceived idea, every national prejudice or 
human subterfuge, and give heed to this sublime counsel. 

WE NEED A UNITED STATES OF THE WORLD 

Here in America, I am convinced, we can best serve our country 
by striving in our capacity as a citizen to assist in the eventual 
application of the principle of federalism underlying our own Gov
ernment, to the relationships now existing between all the peoples 
and nations of the world, so that we may have a united states of 
the world. 

Such an ideal requires great leadership. True civilization will 
unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a 
certain number of its distinguished and high-minded leaders-
the shining exemplars of devotion and determination--.shall, for 
the good and happiness of all mankind, arise with firm resolve 
and clear vision to establish in this way the cause of real and 
universal peace--universal peace, and not the fake, nationalistic 
peace most of us have been pursuing without satisfactory results. 
The cause of peace must be made the object of general consulta
tion, built on a union of the nations and peoples of the world. 
We must conclude a binding treaty and establish a covenant, the 
provisions of which shall be sound, inviolable, and definite. It 
must be proclaimed to all the world and obtain the sanction of 
all the human race. This supreme and noble undertaking-the 
real source of the peace and well-being of all the world-should 
be regarded as sacred by all that dwell on earth. All the forces of 
humanity must be mobilized to insure the stability and perma
nence of this great covenant, the world's great need. In such an 
all-embracing pact the rights and limitations of each and every 
people and nation should be clearly fixed, the principles underly
ing the relations of governments toward one another definitely laid 
down, and all international agreements and obligations ascertained 
and determined. 

In like manner the size of the armaments of every government 
should be strictly limited, for if the preparations for war and the 
military forces of any nation should be allowed to increase they 
will arouse the suspicion of others. The fundamental principle 
underlying this solemn pact should be so fixed that if any govern
ment later violates any one of its provisions all the governments 
on earth should rise to reduce it to utter submission; nay, the 
human race as a whole should resolve, with every power at its 
disposal, to destroy that government. Should this greatest of all 
remedies be applied to the sick body of the world it will recover 
from its ills and will remain safe from war, without the least bit 
of doubt. 

INDOMITABLE DE:TERMINATION REQUIRED 

Some timid souls, unaware of the power latent in. human en
deavor, consider this suggestion as highly impracticable; nay, _even 
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beyond the scope of man's utmost efforts. Such is not the case, 
however. On the contrary, thanks to the unfailing grace of God, 
the loving kindness of His favored ones, and the unrivaled en
deavors of wise and capable souls, nothing whatsoever can be 
regarded as unattainable. Endeavor, ceaseless endeavor, is re
quired. Nothing short of an indomitable determination can pos
sibly achieve it. Many a cause which past ages have regarded as 
purely visionary now in this day has become an accomplished fact. 
Why should this most great and lofty cause-the cornerstone of 
true civilization, of the advancement, the well-being, and the suc
cess of all humanity-be regarded as impossible of achievement? 

THE LIGHTS OF UNITY 

In cycles gone by, though harmony was established, yet, owing 
to the absence of means, the unity of all mankind could not have 
been achieved. Continents remained widely divided, so that, even 
among the peoples of one and the same continent, association and 
interchange of thought were well-nigh impossible. Consequently, 
understanding and unity amongst all the peoples and kindreds 
of the earth were unattainable. 

In this day, however, means of communication have multiplied, 
and the five continents of the earth have virtually merged into one, 
In like manner all the members of the human family, whether 
peoples or governments, cities or villages, have become increasingly 
interdependent. For none is self-sufficiency any longer possible or 
desirable, inasmuch as political ties unite all peoples and nations, 
and the bonds of trade and industry, of agriculture and educa
tion are being strengthened every day. Time and space have 
virtually been eliminated as elements in world conditions. Hence 
the unity of all mankind can in this day be achieved. Actually 
this is none other but one of the wonders of this wondrous age, 
this glorious century. Of this, past ages have been deprived. This 
century-the century of light--has been endowed with the mi
raculous unfolding of a fresh marvel every day, but none greater 
than that which I have just described, because it makes possible 
the true road to peace. 

As foundation stones of that accomplishment there are aeven 
elements of unity which will needs accompany it, if its benefits 
are to be permanently enjoyed. The first is unity in the polltical 
realm, early glimmerings of which have been discernible for some 
time. The second element is unity of thought in world under
takings, such as crime curing, temperance, and disease controls. 
The third is unity in freedom. The fourth is unity in religion. 
The fifth is the unity of nations, causing aU the peoples of the 
world to regard themselves as citizens of one common govern
ment. The sixth is unity of races, and the seventh element is unity 
a! language. Each and every one of these will inevitably come to 
pass inasmuch as the power of the Kingdom of God has, is, and 
will assist in their realization. 

"But," I hear someone say, "there will be opposition." Yes; 
there is and will be, and yet are we not justified in deriving fresh 
encouragement when we observe that the very consideration of 
such proposals is in itself an evidence of their steady growth in 
the minds and hearts of men? In the organized attempts that 
are made to discredit so exalted a conception, are we not witnessing 
the repetition, on a large scale, of those stirring struggles and 
fierce· controversies that preceded the birth, and assisted in the 
reconstruction of, our own present unified action in this country? 

THE FEDERATION OF MANKIND 

To pursue this illustration further, how confident were the 
assertions made in the days preceding the unification of the 
States of the North American Continent regarding the insuperable 
barriers that stood in the way of their ultimate federation. Was 
it not widely and emphatically declared that the conflicting in
terests, the mutual distrust, the differences of government and 
habit that divided the States were such as no force, whether 
spiritual or temporal, could ever hope to harmonize or control? 

And yet how different were the conditions prevailing a hundred 
and fifty years ago from those that characterize present~day society! 
It would indeed be no exaggeration to say that the absence of those 
facilities which modern scientific progress has placed at the service 
of humanity in our time made of the problem of welding the Ameri
can States into a single federation, a task infinitely more complex 
than that which confronts a divided humanity in its efforts to 
achieve the unification of all mankind into a United States of the 
World. 

Upon the consummation of this colcssal and glorious enterprise 
will depend the fulfillment of the prophecies uttered by the prophets 
of old when swords shall be beaten into plowshares and the lion 
and the lamb lie down together. It alone can usher in the kingdom 
of the Heavenly Father as anticipated by the faith and by the prayer 
of Jesus Christ, whose main point in His philosophy proclaimed the 
oneness of mankind. Surely the world, contracted and transformed 
into a single highly complex organism by the marvelous progress 
achieved in the realm of physical science, by the world-wide expan
sion of commerce and industry, and struggling, under the pressure 
of world economic forces, amidst the pitfalls of a materialistic 
civilization, stands in dire need of a restatement of the truth of 
that philosophy. 

Into such a period and condition, overshadowed by such moral 
and social gloom, we are now steadily and irresistibly moving 
whether we will it so or not. Amidst the shadows which are increas
ingly gathering about us we can faintly discern the glimmerings 
appearing fitf:ully on the horizon of history. To us, the generation 
of the half light, living at a time which may be desiginated as the 
period of the incubation of the world commonwealth, has been 
assigned a task whose high privilege we can never sufficiently appre-

elate and the arduousness of which we can as yet but dimly recog
nize. We may as well believe, we who are called upon to experience 
the operation of the dark forces destined to unloose a flood of 
agonizing afflictions, that the darkest hour that must precede the 
dawn of the golden age of our faith has about struck. 

UNIVERSAL FERMENT 

If we view the world carefully, 'We cannot miss the clear evidence 
of that universal fermentation which, in every continent and in 
everY: dep~rtment of human life, be it religious, social, economic, or 
political, Is purging and reshaping humanity in anticipation of the 
day when the wholeness of the human race will have been recog
nized and its unity established. 

A twofold process, however, can be distinguished, each tending 
in its own way and with an accelerated momentum to bring to 
a climax the forces that are transforming the face of our planet. 
The first is essentially an integrating process, while the second is 
fundamentally disruptive. The former, as it steadily evolves, un
folds a system which may well serve as a pattern for that world 
polity toward which a strangely disordered world is continually 
advancing, while the latter, as its d isintegrating influence deepens, 
t~nds to tear down, with increasing violence, the antiquated bar
ners that seek to block humanity's progress toward its destined 
goal. The constructive process stands associated with the faith of 
Jesus and is the harbinger of the new order which that faith 
must ere long establish. The destructive forces that characterize 
the other should be identified with a secular civilization that has 
refused to answer to the expectation of this new age and is con
sequently falling into chaos and decline. 

A titanic struggle, unparalleled in its magnitude, yet unspeak
ably glorious in its final consequences, is being waged as a result 
of these very opposing tendencies. The hollow and outworn in
stitutions, the obsolescent doctrines and beliefs, the effete and 
discredited traditions which these forces represent, have, in cer
tain instances, been undermined by virtue of their senility, the 
loss of their cohesive power, and their own inherent corruption. 
The perversion of human nature, the degradation of human con
duct, the corruption and dissolution of human institutions; reveal 
themselves, under such circumstances, in their worst and most re
volting aspects. Human character is debased, confidence is shaken, 
the nerves of discipline are relaxed, the voice of human conscience 
is stilled, the sense of decency and shame is obscured, conception 
of duty in both high and low places, of solidarity, of reciprocity, 
and loyalty are distorted, and the very feeling of peacefulness, of 
joy, and of hope is gradually extinguished. 

ELEMENTS OF A DECADENT SOCIETY 

The reappearance of religious intolerance, of racial animosity, 
and of patriotic arrogance; the increasing evidences of selfishness, 
of suspicion, of fear, and of fraud; the spread of terrorism, of 
lawlessness, of drunkenness, and of crime; the unquenchable thirst 
for, and the feverish pursuit after, earthly vanities, riches, and 
pleasures; the weakening of family solidarity; the laxity in par
ental control; the lapse into luxurious indulgence; the degeneracy 
of art and music, the infection of literature, and the corruption 
of our press; the extension of the influence and activities of those 
"prophets of decadence" who refuse to regard the procreation of 
children as the sacred and primary purpose df marriage, who de
nounce religion as an op:ate of the people, who would, if given 
free rein, lead back the human race to barbarism, chaos, and ulti
mate extinction-all these appear as the outstanding characteris
tics of a decadent society, a society that must be either reborn, 
or perish. 

With this situation, compare and consider the character and 
philosophy of Christ. Instead of the recrudescence just described, 
He pushed every good trait of human character and condition of 
life to its utmost limit of perfection. His forgiveness was un
bounded, His generosity was untiring, His patience was inexhausti
ble, His mercy was immeasurable, His courag_e was illimitable. His 
wisdom was unfathomable, His kindness was interminable, His faith 
removed mountains, His hope had no shadow in it, His love was 
infinite. 

Of these two pictures of a pattern for life and for a basis for 
social, economic, political, and religious stability and success and 
peace, which do you choose as the ultimate winner? Does anyone 
doubt which philosophy of life will be the eventual winner? And 
then remember that the central feature in the real Christian phi
losophy points and leads to the unification of the whole of mankind. 

Unity of family, of tribe, of city, State, and Nation have been 
successively attempted and fully established. World unity is now 
the final goal toward which a harassed humanity is slowly striving. 
Nation building seems to have come to a standstill, except perhaps 
temporarily and artificially by force of arms. The anarchy inherent 
in state sovereignty when carried to its ultimate is moving us all 
toward a climax. A world growing to maturity must abandon this 
fetish, in the interest of all our fellow men, recognizing the oneness 
and wholeness of human relationships, and establish once for all 
the machinery that can best incarnate this great fundamental 
principle of its life. 

We blame the munitions makers, the international bankers, 
crooked diplomats, and unwise statesmen for war. But what, if 
they are the cause, are we going to do about it? After so placing 
the blame it seems to me that we have done absolutely nothing 
about it of a constructive nature. All corrective measures at least 
have failed. By the vote of this Congress we have even removed the 
restrictions against the sale of munitions. Is it not evident there
fore that something new and untried must be the answer, rather 
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than the false cures and remedies we have so unsuccessfully sought 
to apply? 

How can we control international problems except with inter
national machinery? Our mistake is that we have tried to do it 
with local or national laws. I suggest an international organiza
tion for peace and contend that the preordained unity of th~ hu~an 
race implies the establishment of a world commonwealth m which 
all nations, races, creeds, and classes are closely and permanently 
united, and in which the autonomy of its state members, and the 
personal freedom and initiative of the individuals that compose 
them, are definitely and completely safeguarded as they are here in 
the United States. 

This commonwealth must, so far as I can visualize it, consist of a 
-world legislature, whose members will, as the trustees of the whole 
of mankind, ultimately control the resources of the component 
nations, and will enact such laws as shall be required to satisfy the 
needs and adjust the relationships of all races and peoples. 

A world executive, backed by an international police force con
tributed on a proportional basis, will aid in preserving the peace 
of the world and in seeing that its international laws are obeyed 
and its organic unity is safeguarded. A world tribunal must adjudi
cate and deliver its compulsory and final verdict in all disputes 
arising between the various nations. That would be better than 
settling disputes by war, would it not? At least that is the way we 
settle disputes in this country between States and between people, 
so I assume it is a qualified method. 

A world script, a world literature, a uniform and universal 
system of currency, of weights and measures, will simplify educa
tion, trade, and business problems and will produce a better, friend
lier understanding among the nations and races of mankind. In 
such a world society, science and religion, the two greatest forces 
in human life, could be reconciled and would work together instead 
of out of harmony, as they seem to be now as we practice the art 
of war. 

If these words and thoughts which I have expressed are not true, 
and if they are not in complete accord with the experience and 
wisdom of the ages; if they are not in accord with the eternal laws 
of the Creator, then they can but fail of realization. But if they 
are true, is it not the duty of yourself and all of us to bring them 
into fruition and realization with every ounce of energy and talent 
at our command, and in the name of peace? 

Monica Williams has penned a poem just fitted for this occasion. 
What more fitting conclusion can I append than this: 

"LOVE WILL NOT FAIL 

"There are no words with which to voice our grief 
That war has come-no tears with which to weep, 
For hearts in anguish a deep silence keep, 
And minds are lulled to kindly unbelief. 
It cannot be! There· is no laurel wreath, 
No joyous song of triumph that will leap 
From muted throats; we know we can but reap, 
The sorrow which all cruel wars bequeath. 

"And yet we wonder why such things must be; 
Have we but built our house upon the sand, 
Is there no good that evil shall prevail, 
No God of Love to guide humanity? 
Then let us look within and understand 
That when we serve God first love will not fail." 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from California [Mr. VooRHIS]. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr. Chairman, it seems to 
me that the real issues with regard to this legislation are 
comparatively simple ones. In the first place, this bill pro
vides for giving very modest pensions to the widows and 
dependent children of deceased World War veterans. The 
language of the bill means that the head of the Veterans' 
Administration must determine that the widow or children 
involved are "dependent" before they will be eligible to 
receive the small amount provided in the bill. That, in 
turn, it seems to me, proves that whatever amounts may be 
expended under the terms of this bill are going to be either 
in lieu of relief or assistance now given to those people, or 
else they will go to people who ought to be g,etting some 
assistance and are not. One of those two things is going 
to be the case. 

The matter of the tax burden on the farmers has been 
mentioned. I would like to point out that if the Federal 
Government does what is here proposed for the widows and 
orphans of its veterans, the tax burden on farmers is going 
to be relieved rather than increased, for the reason that, so 
far as I know, most of the taxes that farmers pay are local 
taxes and not Federal taxes. The Federal tax burden is a 
much better distributed burden with regard to ability to pay 
than local tax burdens are. 

Why should we do this? I think it is on the ground-and 
I be'Iieve it is good ground-that America's idea differs from 
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the idea of some other nations in the world. America be..., 
lieves that the soldiers who fight her wars are not just cannon 
fodder. I hope we shall never forget that it is the soldier 
who fights the war, not the soldier who makes the war. It 
is no more than right to give to those men who were the 
soldiers of America that peace of mind which will come from 
the knowledge that a grateful Government will make some 
modest provision for those whom this man leaves behind 
when he passes on. I believe that the matter of fact is that 
to the average human it makes a lot more difference as he 
faces the hour of death to know what is going to be the future 
of his wife, his family, and his dependents than anything 
else, and I believe that in some respects this is even more 
important than what you do for him while he lives. 

Before I have to take my seat I do want to say, the matter 
of service-connected veterans having been mentioned-and 
perhaps I may be pardoned for making reference to it-that 
I have introduced in that connection a bill <H. R. 6450) 
which provides that in determining service-connection a 
man's service record shall be taken into account and that 
if the service record indicates that the experience which he 
had in the service is such as to be reasonably expected to 
have caused the disability from which he suffers, then the 
burden of proof no longer rests on him to prove that his 
disability is service connected. That bill applies to all combat 
veterans. 

Mr. RABAUT. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. VOORHIS of California. I yield. 
Mr. RABAUT. Will the gentleman offer an amendment 

to this bill covering that point? 
Mr. VOORHIS of California. It is entir~ly different 

legislation. I am a member of this committee and I do not 
like to do that on a bill that my own committee has reported, 
and possibly complicate the situation. I believe in it very 
much and I am hopeful that our committee is going to report 
that bill in due course. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

10 minutes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. VAu 
ZANDT]. 

Mr. VAN ZANDT. Mr. Chairman, for over 20 years I 
have been actively engaged in the problems of the veteran 
and his dependents. During this period I have always en
deavored to acquire first.-hand information on any veteran 
problem by not only carrying on correspondence with vet
erans throughout the country but also by personal contact. 
On such missions of fact seeking I have always been able to 
determine the likes and dislikes of the rank and file of vet
erandom. With such first-hand information available, it 
has been an easy task for me to gage the actual needs of 
those to be benefited from any proposed legislation that 
had my active support and best efforts. 

As usual, when Congress considers legislative measures 
benefiting the disabled veteran or his dependents, certain or
ganizations speaking for a minority of veterans who happen 
to be fortunate enough not to be in need and who are em
ployed in gainful occupations or professions and who have 
no personal knowledge or information of the facts relating 
to the actual needs of legislation for disabled veterans and 
their dependents, join with certain publishers in ridiculing 
not only the legislation but the several veteran organizations 
who are trying to legislate for that citizen and his depend
ents who in time of war defended this Nation. In a few 
words this handful of perennial objectors do not stop in 
raising their voices in holy horror but, in addition, resort 
through ignorance or neglect to the dissemination of false 
and misleading propaganda. 

Contrary to what the public has been asked to believe, the 
legislation this House is now considering, H. R. 9000, a bill 
providing more adequate compensation for certain depend
ents of World War veterans, has the support of the World 
War veterans of this country who speak through two great 
major veteran organizations, the American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, with a com
bined active membership of over one million and a half. 
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At this point I insert a letter from John Thomas Taylor, 

director of the national legislative committee of the Ameri
can Legion, and also a letter from Millard W. Rice, legisla
tive representative of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, 

Washington, D. C., May 8, 1940. 
Hon. JAMES E. VAN ZANDT, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
DEAR JIMMY: As a result of the discharge petition filed by 

Congressman RANKIN, our widows' and orphans' bill, H. R. 9000, 
comes up in the House on Monday, May 13, for a vote. 

Although every Congressman has been requested by the Ameri
can Legion in his congressional district to support and vote favor
ably for this pi~ce of legislation, I have recently learned that 
attempts are being made to spread the rumor around through 
the House that this legislation was not on the American Legion 
program. 

In order to correct any such false impression, let me state very 
definitely that H. R. 9000 is the American Legion bill for the 
protection of World War widows and orphans and I shall appre
ciate very much if you will see to it that this information is given 
to the Members of the House. 

I appreciate your personal interest in the welfare of the Vlorld 
War veterans and their dependents and I can assure you that the 
Legion throughout the country is looking for an overwhelming 
vote of approval of this bill on Monday. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN THOMAS TAYLOR, 

Director, National Legislative Committee. 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Kansas City, Mo., May 13, 1940. 
The Honorable JAMES E. VANZANDT, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
MY DEAR MR. VAN ZANDT: This is to assure you that H. R. 9000 

has the strong support of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. This bill 
is not as generous in its provisions as we think it ought to have 
been, but it is a big step in the right direction, and therefore has 
V. F. W. approval. 

The V. F. W. thinks there is ample justification for payment of 
Federal pensions to the dependent widows and orphans of de
ceased World War veterans, who had been honorably discharged 
after 90 days or more of service, on the same bases and in the 
same amounts as have long been provided for the widows and 
orphans of deceased Spanish-American War veterans. Such pen
sions were provided to the widows and orphans of all 90-day Span
ish-American War veterans within about 16 years after the offi
cial termination of that war, whereas it is now nearly 22 years 
since the termination of hostilities in the World War. 
. In view of the great number of unemployed persons, particularly 
in the older-aged groups, there is a great need for the payment of 
such pensions. 

It is said by some that old-age and survivorship insurance bene
fits under Social Security laws now make provisions for widows 
and orphans. That statement is true only in part. Perhaps not 
more than half of the veterans in this country are engaged in 
"covered" occupations. No survivorship insurance benefits are pro
vided for those workers, and their dependents, not engaged in 
covered occupations. No such survivorship benefits are payable 
to the widows unless they have minor children, or until after 
they have passed the age of 65. Therefore, it would perhaps be 
found that not more than one-fourth of the widows of deceased 
World War veterans would be entitled to any Social Security sur
vivorship benefits. 

It is true that aid to dependent children benefits are available 
for the dependent children of deceased World War veterans, but 
in amounts which vary in different States from $8.09 per month 
in Arkansas to $59.05 per month in Massachusetts. If the de
pendent children of deceased World War veterans now receiving 
such aid to dependent children benefits, plus those potentially 
eligible therefor, were to be taken care of in toto by the Federal 
Government by payment of pensions by the Veterans Administra
tion, then it would be possible for the States to provide more 
generously for the dependent children of other citizens, and thus 
be entitled to more matching money from the Federal Social Se
curity Board. Precisely the same relationship exists between pen
sions for the dependent parents of deceased World War veterans 
on the one hand and old-age assistance for other citizens on the 
other hand. The total load to organized society would not be in
creased, as to the dependent widows and orphans of deceased World 
War veterans, merely shifted from the local communities and 
States to the Federal Government, where it properly belongs. 

If this Nation can afford to engage in wars, then it can afford to 
take care of the human aftermath of war. The human aftermath 
of war should be considered as a part of the cost of security for 
America, and is certainly an important factor in our Nation's long
sighted national defense program. 

We believe that this legislation will prove advantageous as to 
every local community, as to every State, and for the best in
terests of the country at large. 

We do believe that the benefits provided for the dependent 
widows and orphans of deceased World War veterans should be in 

more generous amounts than provided for by this b111, but, being 
a step in the right direction, we sincerely hope that it will meet 
with the approval of Congress, and be enacted into law before its 
adjournment. 

With kindest regards, I am 
Respectfully yours, 

MILLARD W. RICE, 
Legislative Representative. 

The question of benefits for the widows, orphans, and de
pendent parents of deceased World War veterans has been 
considered over a period of years by the posts, departments, 
and national conventions of both these veteran organizations. 

The ladies' auXiliaries of the American legion and the Vet
erans of Foreign Wars of the United States, with a combined 
membership of nearly a million wives., mothers, and sisters of 
World War veterans, who are in daily contact with veterans' 
problems in every hamlet, town, and city of the Nation, have 
analyzed this question thoroughly. 

The World War Veterans' Committee of the House of Rep
resentatives has held hearings on this question time and time 
again. Therefore, when H. R. 9000 was perfected in com
mittee and reported to this House, the veteran organizations, 
.their auXiliaries, and the World War Veterans' Committee 
definitely knew the need eXisted for this type of legislation. 

Those who oppose this legislation have made the erroneous 
statement that the widow, orphan, and dependent parent of 
every World War veteran, as well as future dependents, will 
receive a pension when _.this bill, H. R. 9000, becomes a 
law, and that the resultant cost will totaJ over $100,000,000 
annually. 

To refute such an 'erroneous assertion, let us talk facts for 
a few moments by analyzing this bill, which provides a meager 
monthly payment of $20 to a widow with no child, $28 to a 
widow with one child, $34 to a widow with 3 children, $15 
to the dependent mother and father if living, or $20 to the 
surviving parent. The total compensation to the widow, 
child, or children cannot exceed $56 monthlY. 

The V-eterans' Administration estimates that this bill will 
make eligible for benefits during the first year 30,500 widows 
alone, 66,000 widows with children, 23,500 children alone, 
and the · dependent parents of 32,800 deceased World War 
veterans. The Veterans' Administration assumes that only 
one-half of all eligible widows, children, and <;lependent 
parents will apply. This assumption is based on tlle expe
rience of the Veterans' Administration, who asserts that a 
certain percentage entitled to benefits are ignorant of the 
law, others are not interested, while the majority cannot meet 
the requirements. 

If one-half of the number of eligible widows, orphans, and 
dependent parents apply for benefits, as estimated by the 
Veterans' Administration, the annual cost, we are told, will be 
$19,957.000 for the widows and orphans, with the sum of 
$4,236,000 required to care for the dependent parents, or a 
grand total of $24,193,000. 

You will note that the Veterans' Administration estimated 
the above cost; but, gentlemen, in very closely analyzing the 
needs clause which one must comply with before becoming 
eligible the total cost, when this is considered, will be much 
less. Let me add at this point that the objectors to this bill 
have deliberately ignored the needs . clause in their false 
propaganda bent on destroying this legislation. 

On page 1, line 7, of the bill, you will note the word de
pendent is used and applies to the widow, child or children, 
mother or father of any deceased World War veteran having 
served 90 days or more and being honorably discharged. 
That word dependent will render ineligible approximately 
75 percent of those referred to by the Veterans' Administra
tion as eligible, because it embodies the needs clause. An 
official interpretation of the needs clause is contained in 
the following quotation taken from a letter received from 
Gen. Frank T. Hines, Administrator of Veterans' Affairs: 

Should the bill in its present form be enacted into law, in deter
mining the dependency of a widow the Veterans' Administration 
would employ a rule somewhat similar to that now applying in the 
determination of dependency pertaining to parents. Under the 
existing regulations, there is used as a guide the rule that where 
the income of one such person is $50 per month there arises a pre
sumpt1on that dependency does not exist. However, dependency 
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may be established notwithstanding the $50 income r~e if condi
tions are shown to exist which warrant a determinatiOn that the 
income of the widow is insutll.cient to provide for her reasonable 
needs. 

From General Hines' definition of the needs clause I hope 
yo11 are convinced that only those persons who have an in
come of $50 or less monthly will be entitled to benefits. To
day, with the average age of widows 46 years and the depend
ent parent 75 years, one can readily see that with such a l?w 
income the majority of these eligibles must be on the relief 
rolls of our country. If relief- statistics were available, I 
could show you in dollars and cents where the cost of this 
legislation would be simply transferred from the relief and 

· old-age assistance rolls to the honor roll of our country
which is comprised of those and their dependents who by 
their loyalty and service were declared worthy of a monthly 
pension by a grateful Government. ' 

The cost of maintaining the honor roll of our country rep
resents not only the cost of war but likewise the cost of the 
aftermath of war. Hence it is time the American people 
realize that war and its aftermath are costly. 

When this country goes to war the people know and expect 
the Government to perpetuate its policy of granting pensions 
to its defenders and their dependents. Sacrifices in time of 
war must not only be made by the Nation's armed forces but 
likewise by the citizens of the country. As an aftermath of 
the war the sacrifices made by the Nation's defenders en
titling them and their dependents to benefits represent in 
cost the cheapest and greatest insurance this country can 
ever have in safeguarding the future welfare and security 
of this Nation. . 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. VAN ZANDT. I yield. 
Mr. RANKIN. The statement was made awhile ago that 

the American Legion had not passed on this proposition fo.r 
several years. I call attention to the fact that the National 
Executive Committee of the American Legion, at its Novem
ber 1939 meeting, considering the vast number of resolutions 
comprising the Legion's 1940 legislative program, selected as 
its first one Government protection of widows and orphans. 

Mr. VANZANDT. The gentleman is correct. 
Mr. Chairman, in considering this measure, let us stroll 

down memory's lane to the frantic days of 1917-18 when the 
youth of this Nation marched off to war with not only t~e 
good wishes of all citizens but likewise the assurance of this 
country's gratitude for the service to be rendered. 

Today, 23 years after, it is hard for me to believe that these 
same citizens who imparted their blessings in 1917-18 are 
now opposing the payment o.f benefits to the widow and 
orphan, the mother and father of the deceased World War 
veteran. 

No, gentlemen; the American people are not ingrates. 
They recognize the honor roll of our country and today 
stand shoulder to shoulder with America's great veteran 
organizations-the American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States who are asking you to 
approve H. R. 9000. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.J 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, how does the time stand? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mississippi has 

10¥2 minutes remaining. The gentlewoman from Massa
chusetts has 11 ¥2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Washington [Mr. SMITH]. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chairman, I am glad to 
follow the distinguished leader of World War veterans and 
former commander in chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. VAN ZANDTJ. I heart
ily agree with his views and desire to say that I was among 
the first Members of the House to sign the discharge petition 
and have actively supported H. R. 9000, providing benefits 
to the widows and orphans of the veterans of the World 
War, since it was first introduced by the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. RANKIN]. 

I favor increasing the present benefits to the Gold Star 
Mothers and also increasing the benefits to the widows and 

orphans of World War veterans in service-connected cases, 
for the sums now being paid are clearly inadequate. For 
the same reasons and upon the same grounds, I favor the 
pending measure to pay benefits to the widows and orphans 
of deceased veterans who were unable to establish service 
connection. 

During the time I have served as a Member of this House 
I have many times appeared before the Board of Veterans' 
Appeals in behalf of veterans in my district, and it has been 
forcibly brought to my attention how extremely difficult it 
is to establish service connections; and I am certain that 
almost every Member of this body has had the same ex
perience. This difficulty is not the fault of the veteran but 
is due to the faulty and incomplete medical and service rec
ords which were kept. Consequently, many thousands-! am 
advised it runs into hundreds of thousands-of World War 
veterans have attempted and failed to establish service con
nection. The first group of beneficiaries under this bill will 
be the widows and orphans of these veterans who are not now 
eligible to benefits because service connection has not and 
cannot be established. Certainly taking care of these worthy 
cases is in itself sufficient justification for the enactment of 
this legislation. 

I support the bill upon the further ground that I consider it 
to be essentially and fundamentally a national-defense meas
ure ana therefore very timely. We are appropriating bil
lions of dollars for the Army and NavY, and properly so, in 
view of world conditions. I have supported and shall con
tinue to actively support every measure to strengthen our 
national defense on the land, sea, and in the air. I favor our 
having aerial, military, and naval defenses superior to any 
nation or combination of nations on earth. It is true that 
modern warfare is becoming highly mechanized and motor
ized, and that most of the fighting is being done with planes, 
machines, tanks, and manifold engines of destruction. How
ever, the most important factor in the equation of war 
still remains the human factor-living, breathing, human be
ings of flesh and blood, whose intelligence, ingenuity, and 
skill are required to direct, operate, and control the various 
devices and instrumentalities which science and invention 
have provided. The war cannot be fought and conducted by 
robots fashioned of metal. Therefore it is most important
indeed, it is imperative-in order to stimulate and fortify the 
patriotism and devotion of the young manhood of"our country 
and the young fathers who might be called upon to defend 
the lives and property of our poeple against foreign attack, 
that their loved ones, their widows and children, will be cared 
for by the United States Government. I consider it a serious 
reflection upon our Republic that the widow and child of 
any veteran who has defended our country should ever be 
compelled to go on relief and be treated as indigent. Let 
us show our gratitude and appreciation to the defenders of 
our country in this hour when the world is rapidly becoming 
one vast battlefield. 

We must continue to keep out of foreign wars and avoid 
every action which might involve us. Our Neutrality Act 
has now been in effect 6 months and has proved so successful 
that we are the only neutral nation in the world which has 
not lost a single ship or the life of a single citizen. At the 
same time, we must increase and strengthen our national 
defense, and by the passage of this legislation inspire our 
young men and citizens of all ages to renewed patriotism and 
loyalty and to the service and defense of our country and 
our institutions against external and internal attack. 

Mr. Chairman, these are some of the reasons why I shall 
vote for the pending bill, as I have voted for every measure 
in the interests of the veterans of all our wars, their widows 
and dependents, which have come before Congress while I have 

- been a Member of this House. Both the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars are to be complimented on 
sponsoring this meritorious legislation. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the 

gentleman from California [Mr. IzAcJ. 
Mr. IZAC. Mr. Chairman, there seems to be a misappre

hension on the part of a good many of the speakers that we 
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are giving the pension provided in this bill to the dependents 
of those who trained on college campuses. I want to tell you 
from my experience that I find a good many of the pensioners 
today receiving the highest compensation are those who never 
left the United states. I have a case in point I would like 
to mention. We had a soldier who trained 3,000 miles away 
from the eastern seaboard. That is as far as he got. He 
got his feet wet one night training out there in California. 
He died some time ago from tuberculosis. His dependents 
receive compensation now because it was considered service
connected. I would take nothing from hiS dependents be
cause the kind of service he had was not of his choosing; and 
if he died it was just as effective as if an enemy's bullet ended 
his life. But think of the 600,000 men who served in the 
Navy during the war, and most of them were in the submarine 
zone at some time or other. Think of the 2,000,000 men who 
served in the Army on the other side. In recognition of their 
service I believe something is due them and certainly their 
widows and children should receive our most solicitous care. 
Many of these people have given more service than the men 
who served behind the eastern seaboard during the war. 
That is why I believe it is no more than just and right that 
those who are unable to show service connection but who 
gave their best for their country as did the men who stood 
knee deep and waist deep in the mud of the trenches for 
as much as 16 months and came out as you will say without 
a scratch, should receive consideration. They paid in some 
way for this terrible experience. Their dependents now under 
the law cannot get any compensation at all because their 
loved one happened to fall off a street oar or something like 
that in the last few months. Far better for the widow and 
orphans if that veteran had died on the field of battle. I be
lieve this bill is just and right since it will correct this in
equitable treatment and I propose to defend it to my people 
and I am sure you can do so with equanimity when you go 
home. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.J 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

4 minutes to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. RoBSION]. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield the gentleman 1 

minute. 
Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, ladies, and 

gentlemen, the Rules Committee of the House failed to grant 
a rule to bring this bill, H. R. 9000, to the floor of the House 
for consideration. It was necessary for the friends of the bill 
to resort to petition. I was one of the 218 Members of the 
House who promptly signed the petition, and by that action 
the friends of the bill made it possible to have the bill up for 
consideration today, and I now rise in its support. 

For more than 21 years on the floor of the House and Senate 
I have from time to time said that the best dollar that this 
country has spent and could spend for national defense is to 
take care of our disabled veterans and their dependent 
widows, children, and parents. That is my attitude of mind 
today. We have and are spending billions of dollars for 
national defense. Ships, fortresses, arms, and armaments 
would mean little unless we had patriotic men with which to 
man them. 

I have also said that this great, powerful, and rich Republic 
should never permit its defenders and their widows and 
orphans to become the objects of common charity; and noth
ing could add to the patriotic fervor of those who offer their 
lives in defense of this Nation than the consciousness that 
our ·country will express its gratitude to them and will not 
desert them or their dependents in time of need. 

Certain individuals and organizations in this country insist 
that individual townships, counties, and States take care of 
the veterans and their dependents. The care of our de
fenders and their widows and orphans is not a local town
ship, county, or State responsibility. It is the responsibility 
of the entire Nation. Our boys went out to fight under the 
Stars and Stripes in defense of the entire Nation. The eco
nomic and financial ability to assist the veterans and their 
dependents is vastly different in one section to that of another. 
The rural and poorer sections of the country furnish the 
greatest percentage of soldiers. They are the least able to 

provide care and help to the veterans and their dependents, 
and, of course, there would be wide discrimination between 
the veterans and their dependents of one section over the 
veterans and their dependents of another section. They 
fought for the Nation as a whole, and the Nation as a whole 
should carry out its obligation to them. It is unfair for one 
section to have a monopoly on the wealth and the other 
section to have a monopoly on the patriotism. 

FOOD, CLOTHING, AND SHELTER AS WELL AS TEARS 

In a few daYs, on May 30, the business of the Nation will be 
hushed and we shall gather. 'at the graves of our departed 
defenders, under the spreading oak, elm, poplar, and pine, 
in the valleys and on the mountainside, in the quiet country 
churchyard and in the great cities of the dead throughout the 
Nation, and strew flowers upon their graves and mingle our 
tears with the tears of , their widows, children, and aged 
parents, in an effort to show our gratitude to those who gave 
or offered to give their lives as the supreme sa.crifice. This, 
of course, is most commendable. 

But what is uppermost in the mind of every true man? 
What is his greatest concern? It is, What will become of my 
wife and children and aged and dependent parents when I 
am gone? Many of these widows, orphan children, and de
pendent parents who will gather at these graves with you and 
me on Memorial Day are out of employment. They are desti
tute. They are in need of food, shelter, and clothing. If I 
should vote against this bill and on that day shed a tear and 
place some beautiful flowers on a deceased veteran's grave, 
if he could speak again he would say, "Mr. RoBsioN, withhold 
your tears and flowers. If you want to do something for me, 
make it possible for my dear ones to have some food, shelter, 
and clothing"; and feeling that way, I am very happy today 
to give this measure my earnest, active, and wholehearted 
support. In speaking and voting for this bill I feel that I 
have-and if this bill is written into law, this Nation has
expressed its gratitude in higher and more forceful terms 
than by many of us making eloquent speeches, dropping tears, 
or strewing their graves with flowers. In fact, speaking for 
myself alone, if I should vote against this bill I should feel 
constrained to remain away from veterans' graves on 
Memorial Day. 

WHO WILL BENEFIT? 

This bill will pay $20 a month to the widows of World War 
veterans whose death was not due to service and who left no 
child. It provides for $28 a month to a widow with 1 
child, $34 a month to a widow with 2 children, and $4 a month 
for each additional child. This will benefit 66,700 widows 
of World War veterans with children. If the veteran leaves 
no widow and only 1 child, the child will receive $12 a 
month. No widow but 2 children will receive $18 a month, 
equally divided. No widow but 3 children, $24 per month, 
equally divided, with $3 per month for each additional child, 
the total amount to be equally divided. If the deceased World 
War veteran leaves a dependent mother or father, either 
would receive $20 a month, or if he leaves both, $15 a month 
each. There is a limitation of $56 to the widow, child, or 
children of deceased World War veterans. This bill will 
benefit 23,500 children of World War veterans who left no 
widows. 

It is conservatively estimated that the annual cost of this 
legislation will be $19,957,000. There will be additional costs 
to include widows who were married between July 3, 1921, 
and May 3, 1938, and where a child was born of that marriage 
where the child is now over 18 years of age and not in 
school. It is believed this bill will aid approximately 16,400 
dependent fathers and mothers, and in view of the de
pendency provision in the bill, it would cost approximately 
$4,236,000. 

ALL WARS COSTLY 

All wars are costly, and the winner, as a general rule, is 
the loser. Before we have quit paying the World War will 
have cost this Nation at least the enormous sum of $100,000,-
000,000. If we should get into the present war, it would be 
even more destructive of life and property, and the expense 
to the American people would be even greater than the last 
war. If we are going to have wars, we are going to have 
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dead, maimed, and crippled veterans, also widows, orphans, 
and dependent parents. I am unwilling to see another Amer
ican boy slaughtered or maimed, and another American 
widow and orphan children and dependent parents made by 
sending American boys to fight in an effort to settle Euro
pean, Asiatic, or African quarrels. Let those in the industrial · 
and economic life as well as others of the Nation, know that 
if we have wars they will be followed by debts, deficits, and 
burdensome taxes, as well as tears and sorrow, and in the 
end the greatest loss of all-our liberty. Dictators are raised 
and thrive on wars and their terrible consequences. 

NO FAVORITISM 

This Nation granted pensions to the widows and children 
of deceased veterans whose death was not due to service of 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, 
the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and our Indian 
wars. Why deny to the dependent widows and orphan chil
dren of deceased veterans of the World War the same con
sideration we granted to these groups in every war . this coun
try has ever engaged in? Why favor these groups of one 
war as against the same groups of the World War? I have 
always favored the same fair treatment for the dependents 
of the World War, veterans as we have given to these depend
ents of. our other wars. I have time and again introduced 
bills in the House and Senate for these dependents of the 
World War similar to the bill that we have before us today. 

Yes; this bill will cost some money. I am very much op
posed to our country becoming involved in another World 
War. If we do, we shall have many more dead and maimed 
veterans and thousands and thousands more of widows and 
orphans. If we engage in any such war we will then be . 
called upon not to spend millions, as provided in this bill, 
but billions upon billions. 

WHAT GROUPS ARE FIGHTING THIS Bn.L? 

The groups outside of Congress that are fighting this bill 
are the same · groups that made the big profits out of the 
World War, and many of them are making profits out of the 
present war and are insisting that we take a bigger hand in 
helping the Allies. My sympathies are with the Allies, but 
that is not our war. We tried in the other World War to help 
settle the centuries-old quarrels of Europe and failed. We 
shall fail again if we go into it. They have been fighting for 
more than 2,000 years over some of the same questions and 
matters now involved, and they will continue to fight for 
another 2,000 years. 

Mr. VANZANDT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. I yield to my friend from 

Pennsylvania. 
Mr. VAN ZANDT. Does the gentleman know that some 

of the newspapers who editorially have condemned this leg
islation are those same newspapers who advocate repeal of 
the Johnson Act so we can give credit to the warring nations? 

Mr. ROBSION of Kentucky. Yes; I know that. Many of 
them as well as other groups who have made huge profits 
out of the war have opposed every bill during my 21 years of 
service in the House and Senate for the benefit of the de
fenders of our country and their dependents. Some of these 
newspapers, periodicals, and radio speakers are urging us to 
repeal the Johnson Act and even go further. The Allied na
tions of the last World War now owe us, principal and inter
est, approximately $14,000,000,000. How did they happen to 
owe us this huge sum of money? 

In the last World War America was first urged to furnish 
munitions, guns, and other war supplies. They insisted that 
they could not win the war unless the United States would do 
this. After some time they sent another mission to the 
United States, and they urged unless we furnished credits 

·of billions of dollars that they would lose the war. We fur
nished these billions. They came out of the pockets of the 
taxpayers of this Nation. Later on another mission was sent 
over here and insisted that we must furnish men and ships or 
they would lose the war. It was then that we called 5,000,000 
of the flower of our country into camps and the battle line 
and sent out ships. 

But the Allies soon forgot their solemn obligation to this 
country to pay back this money. All of them except little 

Finland repudiated their debts; and in order that no Con
gress or administration might in the future be so free with 
the taxpayers' money, the Johnson Act was passed by Con
gress, making it unlawful to grant any loans to nations that 
owed us these war debts and had failed or refused to pay 
them. 

We are now taking the same identical steps that got us 
into the last World War, except we are moving with much 
greater rapidity. Last September Congress was called into 
extraordinary session to repeal the embargo on munitions 
and war supplies to warring nations. The measure was 
forced through by the administration. The embargo was 
repealed and we have been furnishing the Allied countries 
our latest and best airplanes, guns, ammunition, and other 
munitions and war supplies. That was step No. 1 in the last 
World War. 

Now a movement has been put on foot in this country by 
certain groups and big interests to have us repeal the John
son Act so that this Nation may again loan billions of 
dollars of the taxpayers' money to these warring nations. 
That was step No. 2 in the last World War. You mark my 
word-if this is done, these warring nations will take the 
third step and insist upon us sending men and ships. 

I voted against the first step-the repeal of the embargo 
on arms. I am very much opposed to the second step-the 
repeal of the Johnson Act and taking billions of dollars from 
the taxpayers of this Nation and lending it to these warring 
nations. We might as well give it to them, because they 
will not pay it back. Amt~h~p I shall oppose taking the third 
step of furni~hing men and ·~hips. I have been willing all 
along and have voted for billions to strengthen our national 
defense. These billions, I insist, must be used only to defend 
our country and the Monroe Doctrine of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

We helped to win the other war and but for our interfer
ence the Allies could and would have marched on German 
territory and given them a taste of what they had been giv
ing other nations, but President Wilson insisted that that be 
not done. The German people were never made to suffer the 
destruction of life and property such as they inflicted on 
Belgium, France, and other countries. Their country was 
left intact; and then England and France and other coun
tries stood by and saw these war lords of Germany preparing 
for the present war in violation of the Treaty of Versailles, 
without taking any steps to stop them. England and France 
even took sides with Germany on many important matters. 

I can say no good word for Hitler and his like. He is a 
cruel murderer of innocent men, women, and children. Dic
tators have risen and fallen in Europe. Hitler, Stalin, and 
their like will fall. Europe has in the centuries past and 
gone handled its own dictators. It will handle them this 
time. 

Anyhow, I am unwilling to have American fathers and 
mothers furnish fine sons every 25 years to go to Europe 
in an effort to settle their quarrels. 

Let us pass this just bill for the widows and dependents 
of our deceased World War veterans, and stay out of future 
wars in Europe, Asia, and Africa, mind our own business, 
and be ready to defend our own country against the attacks 
of any nation. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from Florida [Mr. PETERSON], a member of the committee, 
such time as he may desire. 

Mr. PETERSON of Florida. Mr. Chairman, in view of the 
fact that time is limited and we are anxious to allow such 
time as possible to our other colleagues, I will make only a 
brief statement. I am intensely interested in this bill. I 
introduced a somewhat similar bill in order to make provi
sion for the widows and orphans of World War veterans. 

Widows and orphans of veterans from every State in the 
Union reside in my district. This bill will not cost as much 
as the opponents state. In counties of small population the 
W. P. A. wage scale runs approximately what this pension 
runs. Instead of having widows investigated and reinvesti
gated, certified and recertified, and standing in line for a 
chance to get a pittance for work, it is far better that they be 
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placed upon the honorable pension rolls. In many localities 
in many instances this will not make any increase in dollars 
and cents to the Government, but will be merely paying as a 
pension what otherwise would have to be paid through local 
charitable organizations, welfare organizations, W. P. A., or 
old-age pensions, with the requirement of local participation. 
The soldier whose dependents are in need fought for the 
entire Nation, and the entire Nation should participate in his 
pension. 

To show that the recognition of this problem is demanding 
attention, more than 20 bills were introduced on this subject 
matter. This bill was carefully considered in the committee; 
in fact, I would like to have seen an even more liberal bill. 
Recognizing the problems, and so forth, the committee in 
its wisdom reported out this bill which will give some measure 
of relief and is greatly needed. I invite your attention to the 
data in the printed hearings. This Nation should not be 
ungrateful to the dependents of veterans who have passed on. 

My colleague the gentleman from Florida, Representative 
HENDRICKs, is en route, and he has asked me to state that he 
hopes to get here in time to vote for this bill and will vote 
for it on his arrival. I urge you to vote for this bill. [Ap
plause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona [Mr. MuRDOCK] such time as he may desire. 

Mr. MURDOCK of Arizona. Mr. Chairman, what are some 
of the sacred human obligations which men in general feel 
must in honor be upheld? What do Christian men who band 
themselves together in a greatdidrigious group, a church 
membership, regard as their solemn obligation? Is it not to 
aid and protect their widows and orphans? What do men 
who band themselves in the mystic ties· of fraternity pledge 
themselves to do if it is not for the protection of their widows 
and orphans? Shall the Government of the United States 
do less for the widows and orphans of its defenders? Would 
those defenders ask for less than that? 

This bill is a matter of partial justice-that is, it will 
help some but it may be inadequate and incomplete. Cer
tainly I am not in favor of discriminating against any 
class or group of veterans or their widows or dependents. 
I understand that the widow of a soldier killed in action 
receives more now than this bill would provide for the 
widow of a veteran whose death was not service connected. 
That seems to me fair and right. 

As I understand it, Gold Star Mothers receive now $45 
per month, and some of them had to wait a long time 
before that was provided. Some individual cases come to 
mind: Long before Mrs. Martha Draper of Wickenburg, 
Ariz., whose son Howard lost his life in the war, received 
her present allowance, I felt that she had been neglected 
and that we were lacking in promptness and adequacy with 
regard to Gold star Mothers. I appreciate the ultimate 
good work of this veterans' committee in regard to that 
provision. 

At this moment a comparatively young woman is dying 
of tuberculosis on the outskirts of Phoenix. She contracted 
this dread disease while working for her country in a tuber
cular hospital, but it is impossible for that fact to be con
clusively shown. She is one of a pathetic class of faithful 
and devoted defenders for whom there is no legal remedy. 
Of course, this bill does not apply to such individuals. I 
can think of many things which ought to have been done 
which have not been done. 

In my office are three huge filing cabinets filled with cor
respondence from veterans in Arizona. Hundreds of times 
they have written me stating that they are not able to prove 
service-connected disability but confident in their own mind 
that their disabilities originated. in the war. Of course, we 
cannot right the wrongs--all the wrongs--growing out of 
the World War, nor out of any war. Only infinite wisdom 
can measure such wrongs, and we should not expect finite 
beings, with the best of intentions, to remedy even a small 
fraction of such wrongs. 

It seems to me that this bill sufficiently prevents those 
who are merely hangers-on from getting undeserved bene
fits by the provision that the widow must have married the 

veteran on or before the official date of the closing of the 
World War. In this way the legislation is for the benefit of 
the courageous and loyal women who went through the 
horrors of war and paid the same patriotic price which their 
husbands had to pay. Therefore, the bill seems to me a 

· sound and proper recognition of a sacred obligation. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 

from California [Mr. GEYER] such time as he may desire. 
Mr. GEYER of California. Mr. Chairman, I signed the 

discharge petition to bring this bill to the :fioor, and I am 
happy to support it now. 

The objection I have to this measure is that it is too small 
in the amount of benefits. · 

This bill calls for but $20 per month to the dependent 
mother of a deceased veteran. A paltry $20. Why, our 
State of California pays her a pension of $40, whether or not 
her son took part in service to her country. And I might 
say in passing that this is too small an amount. The benefits 
to widows and orphans are likewise too small. 

In a few days we will have a bill in here for millions for 
war, but we have those here who would deny the families of 
the victims of war these paltry sums. 

Who are the forces opposing this bill? The very interests 
who 23 years ago were shouting loudest about saving the 
world for demo.cracy; the very ones who were making patri
otic speeches and writing editorials urging someone else's 
boy to do his duty; the very groups who urged our boys to 
protect their :fiag while they stayed at home and accumu
lated fortunes in the traffic in increased trade because of the 
war. 

Now, lest they might be called upon to pay a small portion 
of that ill-gotten blood money back in the form of taxes to 
carry this load, they are howling that this will bankrupt the 
Treasury. 

These same groups are now doing everything in their power 
to involve us again. 

Yes; war .costs. It costs tremendously, and this is part 
of the price we must pay for our last folly. 

Some object to this bill because service connection need not 
be proved. That is what I like about it. Every man in this 
House knows how difficult it is to get records of injuries re
ceived under conditions of warfare. 

How many times has each of us had to tell a poor, deserving 
veteran that we knew to be really eligible for his compensa
tion that we have done all we can, for there is no hospital 
record? 

I need not tell you how often disability appears in later life 
that no doubt has been caused by hardship and exposure in
cident to service. Yes; I claim this. is the strong point, and 
so far as I am concerned, I would like to see this matter of 
service connection removed from all veteran legislation where 
benefits are in question. [Applause.] 

I have supported every piece of veteran legislation that 
the committee has sent to the :fioor this year. I believe the 
committee is fair both to the veterans and to the public. Let 
us not forget in this year of 1940 the heroes of 1918 who 
offered their all to their country. 

Because the time is growing short and there are many of 
my colleagues who desire to speak on the bill, I will con
clude my remarks by saying that I hope the bill will pass. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield to 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. CARLSON] such time as he 
may desire. 

Mr. CARLSON. Mr. Chairman, I am glad that the House 
is considering a bill this afternoon which will provide com
pensation for many needy widows and dependent children 
of World War veterans. As one who signed the petition to 
discharge the committee in order that this bill might be 
before the House today, I hope it will secure House approval. 
We now have an opportunity to furnish aid and comfort to 
a large number of widows and dependent children of World 
War veterans. This legislation has the approval of the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. I was very 
happy to hear the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. VAN 
ZANDT] read letters from the legislative representatives oi both 
of these organizations. 
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This bill provides that claims shall be made at the following 

rates: Widow but no child, $20; widow and one child, $28; 
widow and two children, $34, with $4 for each additional 
child; no widow but one child, $12; no widow but two children, 
$18, equally divided; no widow but three children, $24, equally 
divided, with $3 for each additional child, total amount to be 
equally divided; dependent mother or father, $20, or both, $15 
each. As to the widow, child, or children, the total com
pensation payable cannot exceed $56. These payments are 
payable under .certain restrictions, one of which is that the 
widow must have been married to the veteran prior to July 3, 
1921, unless a child was born of the marriage to the veteran, 
in which event the marriage delimiting date is extended to 
include widows married to the veteran prior to May 13, 1938, 
in addition to the section of the bill which requires that 
dependency or need must be determined by the Administrator 
of Veterans' Affairs. 

This legislation is meritorious, and I sincerely urge the 
Members of the House to support it. [Applause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas [Mr. GATHINGS] such time as he may desire. 

Mr. GATHINGS. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Com
mittee, I rise in support of the widows and orphans' bill, H. R. 
9000, and hope that the bill will be enacted into law at this 
session of Congress. As a member of the World War Vet
erans' Committee I participated in the lengthy hearings on 
this bill and voted for its passage in the committee. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill provides compensation benefits to 
widows, orphans, and dependent parents of World War vet
erans without regard to the cause of the veteran's death nor 
whether he had a service-connected disability. I contend 
that the veteran's loved ones are entitled to compensation 
regardless of whether he was wounded in battle or saw service 
overseas. He was in the service of his country in time of war 
and was doing his duty as a patriotic citizen. Many of these 
men suffered privations unbearable while in training, con
tracting influenza and other diseases which have a marked 
effect on their health to this day. Why should not the widows 
and orphans of these veterans be given a pension and assure 
them that they would not have to apply for relief? The 
widows of Civil and Spanish-American War veterans receive 
pensions regardless of whether the veteran had been engaged 
in the actual conflict. Why not include the widow of a 
veteran of the World War? 

It is time in this country for Congress to J}rovide for "him 
that shall have borne the battle and for his widow and orphan" 
and I ask your support of this bill. -

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. BRYSON] such time as he may 
desire. 

Mr. BRYSON. Mr. Chairman, as we sit here considering 
this bill there comes ringing in my mind a quotation which I 
have heard-somewhere, to this effect: 

The bravest battle that ever was fought; 
Shall I tell you where and when? 

On the maps of the world you will find it not; 
It was fought by the mothers of men. 

In my judgment, the heroic women who looked after these 
veterans are as justly entitled to some remuneration as were 
the soldiers themselves. 

As we studied this measure we sought to write as fair a 
bill as we could, and I believe the bill we are now considering 
will meet with the full approval of the veterans generally 
and particularly of the leading veterans' organizations. [Ap
plause.] 

· Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman 
from Montana [~r. O'CONNOR] such time as he may desire. 

Mr. O'CONNOR. Mr. Chairman, the merits of this great 
and good measure have been thoroughly discussed and can
vassed here today by the able members of the Committee on 
World War Veterans' Legislation. There is nothing new that 
I could add in behalf of this bill. The necessity for this 
legislation is clear. It is just and right that this Congress 
pass this bill. I am for it and will vote for its passage today. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachu..setts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
such time as he may desire to the gentleman from. Indiana 

[Mr. SPRINGER], a past State commander of the American 
Legion. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I rise to support this 
legislation. I am firm in my belief that this legislation is 
sound and constitutes a debt which should be paid by our· 
Government. As the first department commander · of the 
American Legion, in the State of Indiana, and as a past 
national executive committeeman of this same great peace
time organization, I have had the problem placed before me 
respecting the dependent widows and orphans of our vet
erans from the date of the organization of the American 
Legion to this very hour. Many of these instances are of 
such sadness in their import that we cannot refrain from 
reflecting, for the moment, upon the assurances of our 
Government and our people when our boys marched away 
in 1917-18 to participate in the World War. 

Mr. Chairman, the people then said: "When you boys come 
back home there will be nothing too good for you." That 
was the assurance given to our soldiers. The boys proudly 
marched away firmly believing that the people of our coun
try, and our own Government, would meet their pledge. 
After our Army, and our Navy, and our Air Corps had fully 
participated in the World War, and after the war was over 
the boys came back home--leaving thousands of my com
rades upon the battlefields who gave their lives for their 
country, and in the cemeteries in France many thousands 
of my comrades who died of wounds suffered in battle and 
from disease and exposure were buried. Those who returned 
to our country, and who had borne the hardship of war, 
many of them were disabled; a vast number were gassed 
and many were wounded; all of them had suffered the hor
rors of the clatter of musketry, the bursting of bombs and 
the screaming of shells about them; many were maimed 
tmd the scars of battle were apparent. Our soldiers came 
from every walk in life. Their jobs which were held in civil 
life had been assured to them upon returning. 

Yet, when our soldiers came home in a very large major
ity of the cases, some other fellow had their jobs. When 
the veteran applied for his old job there was no place for 
him. Many of these veterans were married, and some of 
them had families, and when they were severed from the 
service the allotments made for their families ceased. There 
was no further assistance from the Government. The peo
ple who did not experience the pangs of war in those days 
cannot visualize the mental anguish suffered by the veterans 
who met those unfortunate circumstances. The wives and 
the children of those veterans suffered untold sadness and 
agony because the breadwinner of the family had .served 
his country In time of peril. 

Mr. Chairman, the peak of the disability of those veterans 
has not yet been reached. Many of them have died, and 
many of them are totally disabled. Yet, when strong and 
healthy men are called upon to bare their breasts to the 
enemy's bullet, when they are taken away from their homes 
and their families, there is an obligation resting upon that 
Government to care fo):' those men-and, in case of their 
death, leaving a widow and a child or children, or parents, 
who are dependent within the meaning of the law upon 
them-does not that. same Government owe a duty and an 
obligation to them? The answer is obvious, and the duty 
and the obligation is inescapable. We must remember that 
wars cost money and the toll in -the lives of men is heavy. 
And when any government sends her own men into war 
the obligation to care for them and the families of. those 
who lo.Se their lives or who die from the effects of the war, 
continues; could any nation propose to do less? And, may 
I ask, if any nation should propose to do less for her defend
ers and protectors would not that nation be entirely ungrate
ful? 

We must remember the Rankin bill, now before us, will 
grant a meager assistance to the widows and children of 
the veteran. Additional assistance is extended to dependent 
parents when that dependence is established. Many of 
these aged parents, who would be able to qualify unG.er 
this law if it is passed, are now upon the relief rolls; many 
of the widows of the veterans are drawing relief assistance, 
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and those with children are struggling to educate their off
spring in order to give them a chance in life. If this pro
posal is enacted into law it will take those people off of the 
relief rolls in our Nation and assure to them some assistance 
whereby they will be able to maintain themselves and their 
children without the untold misery and anguish which 
usually attends poverty. It will give to those widows of 
our veterans the opportunity to educate their children which 
they have not experienced heretofore. This measure is not 
only a humanitarian one but it is the discharge of a duty 
and an obligation which our Government owes. 

Mr. Chairman, may I say, at this point, that as the present 
war rages in Europe, where death, destruction, and devasta
tion is apparent on every hand, we owe, first, the duty of 
discharging our moral obligations of the last war to those 
who felt the sting of it. Yet, too, we must stand foursquare 
upon the ground and abstain from any participation in this 
war. Yes, wars cost. The cost cannot be estimated in a 
monetary value. The dollar-and-cent estimate is small-yes, 
small indeed. When we recognize the destruction of the 
home comes from war, when we refiect upon the separation 
of families which comes from war, when we know that the 
lives of men are lost in war and that disability and disease 
grow out of it, when we appreciate that want and famine 
ever follow in the wake of war, that women and children 
are made to cry and to suffer because of war, then we want 
no more of it. Yet, if our Government participates in war 
and sends our men and boys into it, then our Government 
is under a lasting obligation to pay the damages which are 
suffered by the people who participate in it. That is the 
redress which is provided by this bill. I urge the passage 
of this legislation because it is right. [Applause.] 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself 4 minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to state that in a good many Years 
of experience with the veterans I have never had, so far as 
I can remember any letter from any disabled veteran or Gold 
Star Mother, o~ other mother or widow, protesting against 
the compensation that was paid, or was about to be paid, to 
any other veteran or veteran's dependents. 

May I state also, Mr. Chairman, that the veterans did not 
know where they were to serve, whether they were to serve 
in this country, or across the seas. That was in the hands of 
those in high command of the Army and of the Navy. How 
can we discriminate in all justice against any group? 

A great deal has· been said about the dependency clause in 
this bill. I wish to state again that while usually General 
Hines decides that a man or woman or child is dependent if 
he or she has an income of less than $50 a month, in many 
cases he will decide that an income as low as $35 a month 
does not constitute dependency. 

The following letter which I have received from General 
Hines tells part of his dependency rulings: 

Hon. EDITH NOURSE ROGERS, 

VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington, May 10, 1940. 

House of Represent atives, Washington, D. C. 
MY DEAR MRs. RoGERS: Reference is made to your telephonic re

quest of today for information concerning the <?riteria used by the 
Veterans' Administration in making determinatiOns of dependency. 

Paragraph 1057 of the Regulations of the Veterans' Administra
tion, dealing with the conditions which determine dependency, 
provides as follows: 

"(A) Dependency will not be held to exist. if the fath~r or mother, 
or both, have an income sufficient to provide for their reasonable 
support and maintenance, including clothing and necessary medi
cal treatment for themselves and members of the famiLy under 
legal age, or of any age if mentally or physically incapacitated. 

"(B) In determining the amount of income in a given case, ac
count will be taken of the net income from property of every 
character owned by the mother or father or other members of the 
family under legal age, and of the earnings received by such father 
or mother or such other members of the family under legal age. 
Account will not be taken of the incomes of other members of the 
family of legal age, but only of the actual contributions made by 
such members of the family. 

"(C) The fact that the veteran has made habitual contributions 
to his father or mother, or both, is not conclusive evidence that 
dependency existed. 

"(D) The fact that the father or mother or other member of 
the family is a beneficiary of any insurance granted under the 
War Risk Insurance Act or World War Veterans' Act, 1924, as 

amended, will be disregarded in determining dependency, as will 
also the receipt of any donations or assistance from charitable 
sources. 

"(E) The remarriage of a parent does not, per se, bar entitle
ment, but is prima facie evidence that dependency has ceased." 

Additionally, under the practice of the Veterans' Administration 
a presumption of nondependency is considered to exist when the 
incomes received by parents are as follows: When a mother or a 
father has an income of more than $50 per man th or if there be 
both a mother and a father living together and their combined 
income exceed $90 per month, with $20 per month additional al
lowance for each additional member of the family under legal 
age, or of any age if mentally or physically incompetent. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK T. HINES, Administrator. 

We have in this widows' compensation bill a provision that 
we have not had before in a pension bill. 

I also wish to call attention, Mr. Chairman, to the · fact 
that this is a recognition, if you will, of the part women 
played during the World War. They played an extremely 
important part and a very difficult one. I have always felt 
that they served just as truly as did the men. Women were 
left behind to carry the load, often with little children. Many 
of them did not have enough money to keep body and soul 
together. I wonder how often we think of the role these 
women played. If you have worked with them, I do not 
believe you will ever forget, and I know you have, the ex
pression in the eyes of these women who sent their men to 
fight across the seas knowing that they might never see 
them again. These women were left behind. They had no 
training in business, no training by which they could earn 
a livelihood, but they did not complain. They went through 
a strain just as did the men. They lived in an agony of 
fear and apprehension that the man they loved more dearly 
than their own lives might any minute be killed or injured. 
Those women, young then for the most part, looked old too 
soon. They went under a nervous strain which was to take 
its toll upon them just as it did upon the men. The men 
were supposed to have had nervous break-downs as a result 
of their service, but do you not suppose the women under
went enough at that time also to have nervous break-downs? 
Clearly no one would begrudge the women of the veterans 
who served during the war this pittance. 

Many of the veterans ought to have service connection for 
their claims. You who have battled with the Veterans' Ad
ministrati-on, many times against them, realize there is many 
a case that ought to be service-connected but which never has 
been service-connected. This would in a small measure do 
justice to those cases which should have been service
connected. 

It would, in a small degree, compensate the widow of 
the veteran who was never able to establish a service con
nection, perhaps because the doctors had died who could 
give the necessary affidavits to prove his disability came from 
his service. I understand there are records of hospital treat
ment that still have not been indexed or separated and placed 
with the man's service record. Many a man who was once 
given service connection has been cut upon review. Whose 
fault it is I do not know, but it is a contemptible situation, 
and there is many a deserving case where service connection 
has been severed unjustly. 

May I say for those who have been married later on that 
many of them were engaged, but due to economic conditions 
they and their fiancees could not marry until a later period. 
The veterans married after the war period have not married 
young girls; they have married women their own age. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the Members of the House 
will feel that this is not only right but an extremely just 
measure. [Applause.] 

WHAT THE STATES ARE DOING FOR WORLD WAR VETERANS 
Mr. Chairman, many of the States of the Union make no 

provision of any kind for the relief of veterans of the World 
War or their dependents. In order to show the Members 
just what provision is made in each of the States, I ask 
unanimous consent to insert at this point a compilation 
which I have prepared showing the estimated veteran popu
lation of each State and wbat that State does in the way 
of relief. 
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Thirty-four States provide f.or educational opportunities 

for children of war veterans killed in service or dying as a 
result of such service. However, this assistance is small, in 
most instances about $150 maximum per child per year, and 
most States have limited such educational assistance to the 
end of the fiscal year 1942. 

Thirty-one of the States provide varying sums of money for 
the burial of indigent and needy veterans, as well as a pro
vision in some for marking the grave. 

There are other provisions in some of the States to help 
veterans of the World War, such as abatement of taxes, free 
tuition at State schools and colleges, and preference in civil 
service 

Doubtless all of these facts will be taken into consideration 
when General Hines decides what shall be considered 
dependency. 
PROVISIONS MADE BY EACH STATE FOR RELIEF OF WORLD WAR VETERANS 

AND THEIR DEPENDENTS 

ALABAMA 

Estimated veteran population, 58,693. 
Provides educational opportuniti_es for children of war veterans 

killed in service or dying as a result ·of such service. Amount, $150 
maximum per child each year. Appropriation, $2,400 each year 
through 1942. Also free tuition in State institutions of secondary 
or college · grade. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
ARIZONA 

Estimated veteran population, 12,403. 
Secretary of state advises $5,500 per year provided for relief of 

indigent ex-service men and their dependents who are residents of 
State 1 year or more. 

ARKANSAS 

Estimated veteran population, 49,928. 
No provision for World \Var veterans' relief. 

CALIFORNIA 

Estimated veteran population, 234,847. 
Provides educational opportunities for children of war veterans 

killed in service or dying as a result of such service. Appropriation 
of $25,000 for payment of tuition, fees, books, and for monthly 
payment of an allowance to cover all or part of the living expenses 
of the student. 

Authorizes counties and municipalities to extend relief to vet
erans. their widows, minor children, fathers, or mothers, through 
military, naval, or marine organizations created for that purpose. 

COLORADO 

Estimated veteran population, 38,867. 
No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

CONNECTICUT 

Estimated veteran population, 50,252. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $200 maximum 
per year per child. Appropriation of $4,400 biennially until 1944. 

Emergency relief of veterans who are eligible for admission to 
Fitch's Home for Soldiers, but who cannot be cared for at the 
home owing to a temporary lack of adequate facilities at the home. 

Aid to a widowed mother, wife, husband, child, or children of any 
veteran being cared for at the home, at any hospital, or elsewhere 
in the State. 

Temporary financial assistance to veterans, or to the widows, 
dependent child, parent, brother, or sister of one who died in 
service. 

Provides for expenditures through the American Legion for food, 
wearing apparel, medical or surgical aid, care or relief, or funeral 
expenses for World War veterans, their wives, widows, and dependent 
children. 

DELAWARE 

Estimated veteran population, 5,683. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed ln 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $200 maximum 
per year per child. Appropriation of $1,500 annually until June 30, 
1942. 

No provision !or World War veterans' relief. 
FLORIDA 

Estimated veteran population, 46,664. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $300 maximum 
per child per year. Foilr thousand dollars appropriated annually 
until June 30, 1942. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
GEORGIA 

Estimated veteran population, 67,057. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maximum 
per year per child. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

mAHO 

Estimated veteran population, 15,562. 
Idaho has what is known as the Veterans' Welfare Commission, 

carrying an appropriation for direct relief to World War, Spanish
American War, Philippine Insurrection, Moro Province, and Boxer 
Rebellion veterans, who have been bona fide residents of State for 
a year at least just prior to making application for relief. This is 
for emergency purposes and is not a pension. 

ILLINOIS 

Estimated veteran population, 290,156. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. 
Award of scholarships to Normal School and University of Illinois 

made to residents of State who served in World War. 
Provides county aid to veterans and the families of deceased vet

erans, through veterans' organizations. Relief of widows and chil
dren of deceased World War veterans, through the State department 
of public welfare. 

INDIANA 

Estimated veteran population, 107,731. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. War orphans exempt 
from tuition and matriculation fees while attending Indiana Uni
versity, Purdue University, Indiana State Teachers' College, or Ball 
State Teachers' College. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
IOWA 

Estimated veteran population, 89,790. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per child per year; $2,500 appropriated. 

Each county in the State may levy up to one-fourth mill for sol
diers' relief. Indigent veterans or their families who are residents 
of that particular county are eligible. The State has a disability 
bonus fund which is paid to permanently or temporarily totally dis
abled veterans to supplement the aid they receive each month from 
soldiers' relief. 

KANSAS 

Estimated veteran population, 65,001. 
Veterans, their wives or widows, and minor children are to be 

supplied with the necessaries of life, in their homes. State does 
not make any direct provisions for relief to World War veterans or 
their widows or orphans. 

KENTUCKY 

Estimated veteran population, 72,155. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child; $3,600 appropriated each year. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
LOUISIANA 

Estimated veteran population, 62,404. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $250 maxi
mum per year per child. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
MAINE 

Estimated veteran population, 24,394. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child. 

Veterans' relief, or State aid: Soldiers and sailors (or families) not 
to be considered paupers nor sent to poorhouse, but may be removed 
to or supported by town of their settlement. State ·aid may be 
granted to wife, children under lEi, infirm and dependent father or 
mother incapable of self-maintenance, of a World War veteran, resi
dent of State on April 1, 1919, who was honorably discharged, killed 
in battle, or who is dead or disabled. Limit of $7 per week for a 
wife, father, or mother, and $3 per week for each minor child. No 
maximum amount for family. Available only to residents of State. 
Three months constitutes residence for veterans. 

MARYLAND 

Estimated veteran population, 54,834. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, not to exceed 
$150 annually for each war orphan. 

Relief of veterans, their widows, and children: State appropriates 
$90,000 annually for soldiers' relief (which includes service officers). 

MASSACHUSETI'S 

Estimated veteran population, 154,705. · 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

action or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $250 maxi
mum per year per child. . 

Veterans' relief: State aid, military aid, and soldiers' relief to 
veterans and their dependents. Towns may appropriate money for 
necessary aid to soldiers and sailors and their families. Prohibits 
disclosure of names of relief recipients except for official purposes or 
charitable organizations' work. Extends eligibility for State aid to 
widows of veterans of the Philippine Insurrection, Spanish-Ameri
can War, or the China Relief Expedition, if married to such a vet
eran prior to 1930; to widows of veterans of the Civil War if married 
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before 1905; to widows of veterans of the Mexican border campaign 
or the World War if married prior to 1933. Not more than $20 a 
month to any one family. 

MICHIGAN 

Estimated veteran population, 154,304. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount not specified. 
Relief for honorably discharged indigent veterans of any war or 

military expedition and indigent wives, widows, minor children, 
and mothers of indigent or deceased veterans and female nurses. 
Administered by Soldiers' Relief Commission in each county. Per
sons must have been actually resident in county 1 year prior to 
application. 

MINNESOTA 

Estimated veteran population, 96,118. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $200 maxi
mum per year per child. $4,000 appropriated for each fiscal year 
until June 30, 1942. 

Relief: Emergency hospital treatment, maintenance, and relief 
for veterans suffering from disability, who were bona fide residents 
of State when need arose. Aid to dependent families of veterans 
while hospitalized and afterward during necessary period. May 
supplement compensation, pension, insurance, etc., when excep
tional conditions make it necessary. Direct relief provided for 
disabled veterans and their families. Soldiers' home board author
ized to extend relief outside the home to soldiers, widows, deserted 
wives, children, or parents. Appropriations for year, July 1, 1939, 
to June 30, 1940, home, statutory, .01 of 1 mill levy; soldiers' wel
fare, $25,000; disabled veterans' relief department, $950,000. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Estimated veteran population, 42,379. 
No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

MISSOURI 

Estimated veteran population, 127,195. 
No provision made for World War veterans' relief. 

MONTANA 

Estimated veteran population, 20,800. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

action or dying as a result of such war service. Amount, $250 max
imum per year per child. $3,000 appropriation for biennium. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
NEBRASKA 

Estimated veteran population, 45,510. 
Relief: Income $100,000 annually from a State endowment fund 

of $2,000,000 is available for food, clothing, shelter, medical and 
surgical care to any honorably discharged World War veteran who 
is a bona fide resident of State and in need of relief. Also for 
wives, widows, and children under 16. Usual monthly allowance, 
between $35 and $50. Handled through veterans' organizations. 

NEVADA 

Estimated veteran population, 3,750. 
No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Estimated veteran population, 13,965. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child. $750 appropriated annually until the 
year 1942. 

Relief: Furnished by county commissioners or overseers of poor 
to honorably discharged veterans of all wars, widows or children, 
outside a town or county almshouse. Must have resided in State 
3 years, and in county 90 days. 

NEW J'ERSEY 

Estimated veteran population, 133,767. 
Educational opportuniti\:ls for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child. $5,000 appropriated annua.Uy for carry
ing out provisions of the act. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
NEW MEXICO 

Estimated veteran population, 11,527. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child. $750 appropriated annually until 1942. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
NEW YORK 

Estimated veteran population, 434,891. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $100 maxi
mum per year per person for tuition; $100 maximum per year for 
maintenance. $50,000 appropriated to carry out act. 

Relief: $500 annually during lifetime paid to veterans of any war 
(including nurses) honorably discharged who are permanently dis
abled by loss of sight who are not receiving or not entitled to receive 
a benefit from any existing retirement system to which the State 
ls a contributor. Must have been a resident of State at time of 
entering service. 

Persons honorably discharged from military or naval service and 
dependents and families of deceased persons honorably discharged 
from such service, eligible to relief under public welfare law. Must 

have resided in State for year next preceding application. Care 
provided in own homes or suitable institution, but not in alms
house. Relief fund administered by veterans' organizations. 

Under the military law a State relief fund is available for sick 
and disabled World War veterans. Administered by adjutant gen
eral through a veterans' relief commission in each assembly dis
trict. Applicant must have honorable discharge for at least 60 
days' service between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; been 
a resident of State on May 2, 1923, and at time of making applica
tion; be suffering from a 10-percent disability; incapacitated by 
reason therefor for regular employment; unemployed for 14 days 
next preceding application and actually in need of assistance. 
First and second appropriations of $1,000,000 each provided $30 a 
month to a single veteran, $10 additionaL per month for dependent 
wife or widowed mother, and $5 per month for each additional 
dependent. Maximum allowed for dependents per month was $30. 
Total amount payable to any one applicant, $250. Amount re
ceived from United States Government or other sources deducted. 
Last appropriation was only $50,000; therefore it is impossible to 
grant maximum amount to any one veteran. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Estimated veteran population, 72,517. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans kllled in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Scholarships of free 
tuition in any of State's educational institutions. Free room and 
board may be provided. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Estimated veteran population, 18,323. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, tuition 
charges, and fees at a State educational or training institution of a 
secondary or college grade. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
OHIO 

Estimated veteran population, 207,646. 
Veterans' benefits relating to education and qualification for the 

professions and trades. Tuition benefits to World War veterans. 
Relief: Any person who is blind and without sufficient means of 

support a.nd who is unable to provide for hiinself may receive a 
sum not to exceed $400 per annum through county commissioners. 
Must have become blind while a resident of State and have resided 
in county 1 year. Such relief shall be in place of all other public 
relief. If disability can be benefited or removed by surgical or 
medical care and applicant consents, board of county commis
sioners may spend for such treatment all or any portion of the 
relief which they would award to such person for 1 year. 

Soldiers' Relief Act applies to all indigent World War veterans, 
their wives, widows, indigent parents, minor children, and wards 
who have been bona fide residents of State 1 year and of county 
6 months who, in opinion of soldiers' relief commission, are in 
need of relief. Commission appoints township or ward commit
tees, who receive applications for aid, investigate such applications, 
and report in May of each year to the commission, which deter
mines amount of monthly allowance payable by county auditor. 
In case of emergency, immediate relief may be granted. 

OKLAHOMA 

Estimated veteran population, 76,958. 
Relief: Soldiers' relief commission provides assistance to minor 

dependents of destitute, disabled, and deceased soldiers, sailors, 
nurses, and marines of Spanish-American War, Philippine Insur
rection, Boxer Rebellion, and World War, as follows: Group 1 
receiving preference: (1) Widow not receiving Government com
pensation and has minor dependents, and;or orphans of deceased 
veterans, residents of State for 3 years; (2) Veterans with minor 
dependents who are either permanently or temporarily totally dis
abled or have accepted hospitalization and do not draw compen
sation; (3) Veteran who is in a · penal institution or has suffered 
economic disability and has minor children who must suffer. 

OREGON 

Estimated veteran population, 41,328. 
Relief: County courts levy a property tax to create funds for re

lief of indigent honorably discharged veterans of any war. Must 
have resided in State 3 years and in county 1 year. Relief extended 
to indigent widows and minor children. Administration through 
commanders of veterans' organizations, working with county 
clerks. In counties of over 100,000 a relief officer is appointed by 
county commissioner. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Estimated veteran population, 295,400. 
Scholarship: War Orphans' Appropriation Act provides not ex

ceeding $200 per year to war orphans between ages of 16 and 21, 
who have lived in State 5 years. Only children whose fathers were 
legal residents of State at time of entering service and were 
killed in action or died from wounds or other causes, between 
April 6, 1917, and July 2, 1921, are eligible. 

Relief: State relief fund to take care of emergency situations 
in families of deceased and disabled veterans. Unmarried veterans 
if disabled, eligible--facts of individual case govern. No specified 
amount in each case; is determined on facts presented. Does not 
talre place of State and county funds for mothers' assistance, 
although it may be used during waiting period until case 1s 
accepted for mothers' assistance. 
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Biennial appropriations: $890,000 for State veterans' commission 

for needy veterans and dependents. Four hundred thousand dollars 
for education of war orphans. Two hundred and two thousand dol
lars for State soldiers' and sailors' home. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Estimated veteran population, 23,302. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service: Amount, $200 maximum 
per child per annum. One thousand dollars appropriated annually. 
Act not effective after July 1, 1942. 

Relief: World War veterans, honorably discharged, in need of 
assistance due to illness or disability, are eligible for State veterans' 
relief administered by division of soldiers' relief. Must have been 
legal resident of State upon entering service or have been a 
qualified voter of State for 2 years next preceding application. 
Aid may be extended to dependent families of such persons if 
they also are residents of State. Illness or disability need not have 
been caused by war service. Eighty thousand dollars annually ap
propriated for this purpose. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Estimated veteran population, 39,991. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed 

1n service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 
Jl?.aximum per year per child. Two thousand dollars appropriated 
annually until 1942. Also tuition benefits provided for World War 
veterans. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

Estimated veteran population, 25,735. 
Free tuition in State institutions for all honorably discharged 

ex-service men. 
No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

TENNESSEE 

Estimated veteran population, 66,266. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed 

in service or dying as a result of such service: Amount, $150 maxi
mum per year per child. Three thousand dollars appropriated an
nually until June 30, 1942. 

No provisi_on for World War veterans' relief. 
TEXAS 

Estimated veteran population, 172,150. 
Scholarships: Veterans of World War, including nurses, exempt 

from all fees and tuition at institutions of higher learning in 
State. Must have resided in State not less than 12 months prior 
to registration in institution. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
UTAH 

Estimated veteran population, 16,171. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed 

in service or dying as a result of such service: Amount, $150 max
imum per year per child. Six hundred dollars appropriated. each 
year until 1942. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
VERMONT 

Estimated veteran population, 9,325. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed 

in service or dying as a result of such service: Amount, $150 
maximum per year per child. One thousand five hundred dollars 
appropriated each year. 

Relief: Indigent veterans' fund provided by State furnishes aid 
to indigent persons who are legally dependents of veterans. Must 
have been resident of State for 1 year next preceding application, 
which should be made to selectmen of town, mayor of city, or 
commander of local American Legion post. 

VIRGINIA 

Estimated veteran population, 70,890. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $150 maximum 
per year per child. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
WASHINGTON 

Estimated veteran population, 65,130. 
Provides educational aid ($150 per annum) for World War or

phans attending State schools of secondary or college grade. Pro
vides for free tuition to such students. 

Relief: Boards of county commissioners levy in each county of 
State a special fund for relief to soldiers and sailors. Funds are 
administered by veterans' organizations. County welfare depart
ments from State and county public-assistance funds supplement 
this relief where such supplementation is necessary by joint agree
ment with veterans' organizations concerned. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Estimated veteran population, 49,148. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. - Amount, $150 maximum 
per year per child; $1,800 appropriated each year until July 1, 1942. 

No provision for World War veterans' relief. 
WISCONSIN 

Estimated veteran population, 98,941. 
Educational opportunities for children of war veterans killed in 

service or dying as a result of such service. Amount, $30 per month 
while in regular attendance as a student. 

Relief: County soldiers' relief commission in each county admin
isters State funds for emergency relief of needy veterans of any 
war and minor and helpless children and needy parents of deceased 
veterans. MUst be resident of county in which application made. 
Long-time relief cases referred to county poor relief department at 
end of emergency period. 

WYOMING 

Estimated veteran population, 12,673. 
No provision for World War veterans' relief. 

PROVISION FOR THE PAYMENT OF BURIAL EXPENSES BY THE STATES 

Alabama: None. 
Arizona: $150 maximum. 
Arkansas: None for World War veterans. 
California: . $125 maximum, also headstone. 
Colorado: $50 for burial, $20 for headstone. 
Connecticut: $100 for burial, $50 maximum for headstone. 
Delaware: $100 for burial. 
Florida: None. 
Georgia: None. 
Idaho: Not to exceed $75. 
Illinois: $100 maximum. 
Indiana: $75 maximum, $25 additional for lot. 
Iowa: $100 maximum, $15 for headstone. 
Kansas: $50 maximum, $20 for headstone. 
Kentucky: None for World War veterans. 
Louisiana: None. 
Maine: $100 maximum. 
Massachusetts: $100 maximum for veterans, $50 for burial of 

dependent children not over 18. 
Michigan: $100 maximum. 
Mississippi: None for World War veterans. 
Missouri: None. 
Montana: $150 maximum. 
Nebraska: $60 maximum, metal marker furnished for grave. 
Nevada: $35 maximum. 
New Hampshire: $100 maximum. 
New Jersey: $200 maximum, $50 maximum for headstone. 
New Mexico: $75 maximum. 
New York: $100 maximum, $75 maximum for headstone. 
North Carolina: COunty allowance for burial of indigent World 

War veterans. 
North Dakota: None for World War veterans. 
Ohio: $100 maximum, markers furnished. 
Oregon: $100 maximum. 
Pennsylvania: $75 maximum, $50 maximum for headstone. 
Rhode Island: $55 maximum., footstones furnished. 
South Carolina: None. 
South Dakota: $100 if estate insufficient to meet costs. 
Tennessee: None. 
Texas: None for World War veterans. 
Utah: None for World War veterans. 
Vermont: $150 maximum. 
Virginia: None for World War veterans. 
Washington: $100. 
West Virginia: $75 maximum. 
Wisconsin: $100 maximum. 
Wyoming: $100. 

The following are tables prepared by the Veterans' Admin
istration: 
Estimated number of veterans living at the beginning of the year 

stated, the probability of living being a modification of the Ameri
can experience table of mortality 

[Based on total number engaged in war, 4,764,071] 
BegilJlling of year-

1940---------------------------------------------- 4,041,017 1941 ______________________________________________ 4,007,798 

1942---------------------------------------------- 3,970,194 1943 ______________________________________________ 3,931,029 

1944---------------------------------------------- 3; 890, 105 
1945---------------------------------------------- 3,847,205 1946 ______________________________________________ 3,802,111 

1947---------------------------------------------- 3,752,600 
1948----------------------------~----------------- 3,700,491 ·1949 ______________________________________________ 3,645,531 

1950---------------------------------------------- 3,587,462 
1951---------------------------------------------- 3,526,029 
1952---------------------------------------------- 3,458,422 
1953----------------------------------·------------ 3,387,014 
1954---------------------------------------------- 3,311,547 1955 ______________________________________________ 3,231,774 
1956 ______________________________________________ 3,147,472 

1957---------------------------------------------- 3,055,079 1958 ______________________________________________ 2,957,932 
1959 ______________________________________________ 2,855,926 

1960-----------------------------~---------------- 2,749,006 
1961---------------------------------------------- 2,637,204 1962 ______________________________________________ 2,516,235 
1963 ______________________________________________ 2, 390,818 
1964 ______________________________________________ 2,261,294 
1965 ______________________________________________ 2,128,088 
1966 ______________________________________________ 1,991,788 

1967---------------------------------------------- 1,842,555 
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Estimated number of veterans living at the beginning of the year 

stated, the probability of living being a modification of the Ameri
can experience table of mortality-Continued 

Beginning of year---:- . 1968 _____________________________________________ _ 
1969 _____________________________________________ _ 
1970 _____________________________________________ _ 
1971 _____________________________________________ _ 
1972 _____________________________________________ _ 

1973----------------------------------------------1974 _____________________________________________ _ 
1975 _____________________________________________ _ 
1976 _____________________________________________ _ 

1977 ----------------------------------·------------1978 _____________________________________________ _ 
1979 _____________________________________________ _ 
1980 _____________________________________________ _ 
1981 _____________________________________________ _ 
1982 _____________________________________________ _ 

1,693,440 
1,545,493 
1,399,808 
1,257,491 
1,119,616 

987, 193 
861,148 
742,332 
631,534 
529,457 
436,704 
353,717 
280,719 
2~7.695 
164,392 

Estimated number of veterans living at the beginning of the year 
stated, the probability of living being a modification of the Ameri
can experience table of mortality-Continued 

Beginning of year-
1983----------------------------------------------1984 _____________________________________________ _ 

1985----------------------------------------------
1986----------------------------------------------1987 _____________________________________________ _ 

1988----------------------------------------------1989 _____________________________________________ _ 
1990 _____________________________________________ _ 
1991 _____________________________________________ _ 
1992 _____________________________________________ _ 
1993 _____________________________________________ _ 
1994 _____________________________________________ _ 
1995 _____________________________________________ _ 
1996 _____________________________________________ _ 

(Budget and Statistics, Apr. 11, 1940.) 

120,367 
85,021 
57,598 
37,178 
22,683 
12,954 
6,853 
3,328 
1,462 

563 
182 
46 

8 
1 

Estimated number of living World War veterans at the beginning of each calendar year by age group 

Attained age 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 

25-29 ___ __ ___________ -------- ---- ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ----------- - ----------- ------------ ------------ ------------

~~~~==== ============ -----ii;ii68- ------i;4i4- --------245- ---------.56- ----------2- =========== ============ :::::::::::: ============ ============ ============ :::::::::::: 
40-44________________ 1, 304,670 765,062 410, 535 238, 326 90,036 10,691 1, 366 236 54 2 ------------ ------------
45-49 ____ ____________ 1, 823,976 2, 102,566 2,136, 345 1, 934,814 1, 655,710 1, 254,991 735,415 394,322 228,655 86,295 10,242 1, 308 
5Q-54 _____ ___________ 7.'i3,1i98 956,957 1,116,212 1,301,575 1,501,983 1,743,152 2,008,021 2,037,762 1,842,698 1,574,670 1,191,978 697,802 
55-59__ ______________ 86,583 111,490 225,704 361,738 52-6,3.'\4 709,554 898,946 1,048,225 1,221,810 1,414,901 1,634,450 1,881,052 
60--64________________ 39,295 44,621 51,462 58,982 67, '1-'J:l 78,937 101,514 206, 514 330,950 480,839 646,753 817,375 
65--69 __ ______________ 14,286 11i, 933 19,620 23,611 28,353 33,968 38,334 44, 167 50,653 58,288 67,902 87,451 
70-74________________ 5, 501 6, 334 7, 170 8, 546 9, 792 11,255 13,209 15,293 18,453 22, 175 26,551 29,884 
75-79 ________________ 1, 597 1, 985 2, 399 2, 734 3, 258 3, 702 4, 173 4, 725 5, 647 6, 481 T, 439 8, 727 
80-84___ _____________ 303 384 444 577 708 844 1, 003 1, 207 1, 376 1, 643 1, 861 2, 092 
~ ~ a M ~ ~ w rn m ~ m m ~ 
90--94=== ============= 4 4 3 3 4 4 5 6 7 8 12 14 
95-99 ________________ ---------- -- ------------ -------- ---- ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ------------

TotaL________ 4, 041,017 4, 007,798 3, 970, 194 3, 931,029 3, 890, 105 3, 847,205 3, 802,111 3, 752,600 3, 700,491 3, 645,531 3, 587,462 3, 526,029 

Average age in 1940, 47. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he may 
desire to use to the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. MILLS]. 

Mr. MILLS of Louisiana. Mr. Chairman, I am happy to 
state to this Committee I signed the discharge petition that 
helped to bring H. R. 9000 to this floor, proposing to provide 
compensation benefits for the widows, children, and depend
ent parents of World War veterans without regard to the 
cause of the veterans' death or the requirement of the ex
istence of a service-connected disability at the time of death. 

I hope this proposed bill passes, as I do not think this 
country can do too much for our ex-service men's dependents. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he may 
desire to use to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. DINGELLL 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I consider the bill before 
the Committee, H. R. 9000, as a just measure which should 
pass without opposition. The care of widows and orphans of 
our veterans is as much our patriotic obligation and duty as is 
the care of the veteran. I have always favored the legisla
tion, I signed the petition, I worked for its earliest comple
tion, and am now ready and anxious to vote. I have always 
supported veterans' legislation because I felt their demands 
were not unreasonable, and in this instance I am more cer
tain than ever of the justice of the bill before the Committee. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the balance of the time to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
RouTzoHN]. 

Mr. ROUTZOHN. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the 
Committee on World War Veterans' Legislation, it was my 
privilege to support the bill which we now have under con
Slderatiori. After listening attentively to the debate on the 
floor today, I have heard nothing presented that would cause 
me to change my opinion on this bill. I signed the petition 
which brought it out upon the floor of this House today. 
I am still heartily in favor of the bill and I hope and trust 
that my colleagues are of the same opinion and that the 
bill will pass. [Applause.] 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I yield the balance of my 
time to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. HooK]. 

Mr. HOOK. Mr. Chairman, I am very much in favor of 
this legislation, and I want to announce at this time that my 

colleague the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. TENEROWiczl, 
who is unavoidably absent today on account of public busi
ness, is very much in favor of the legislation, and if present 
here today would vote "yea." 

It is my extreme pleasure to have supported this worthy 
piece of legislation for some time. I am not going to take up 
the time of the Committee with any further debate on this 
question, because I feel that the very able arguments of the 
gentlemen who have preceded me in favor of this bill are so 
convincing that it needs no further attention on my part. 
I feel certain the very overwhelming vote will be in favor of 
the veterans and their dependents. The service that they 
rendered this country in time of need deserves the relief that 
this bill will grant. It is only a logical development of the 
legislation to date with regard to widows' and orphans' pen
sions. We have reduced the requirements from a 20-percent 
disability to a 10-percent disability, and then in the last ses
sion of Congress we passed the bill authorizing pensions on 
the death of a veteran with any service-connected disability 
whatsoever. Therefore, this legislation is only fitting and 
proper at this time. It is my hope that it will :finally become 
a law in this session of Congress. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That part m of Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), 

as amended, is hereby amended, by adding a new paragraph, IV, 
thereto to read as follows: 

"IV. (a) Subject to the income limitation of part III, paragraph 
n hereof, as amended, the surviving dependent widow as hereinafter 
defined, child, or children, and/ or dependent mother or father of 
any deceased person who served in the active military or naval 
service during the World War, and whose service therein was as 
defined by part III, paragraph I hereof, as amended, shall be en
titled to receive compensation at the monthly rates specified next 
below: 

"Widow but no child, $20; widow and one child, $28; widow and 
two children, $34 (with $4 for each additional child); no widow but 
one child, $12; no widow but two chidren, $18 (equally divided); no 
widow but three children; $24 (equally divided) (with $3 for each 
additional child; total amount to be equally divided); dependent 
mother or father, $20; or both, $15 (each). 

"(b) As to the widow, child, or children, the total compensation 
payable under this paragraph shall not exceed $56. Where such 
benefits would otherwise exceed $56, the amount of $56 may be 
apportioned as the Administrator of Veterans' Aiiairs may prescribe." 
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SEc. 2. For the purpose of payment of compensation under the 

provisions of this act, the term "widow" shall mean a woman who 
was married prior to July 3, 1921, to the person who served; or who 
was married prior to May 13, 1938, to the person who served, provided 
a child was born of such marriage: Provided, That the provisions of 
section 3 of the act of May 13, 1938 (Public, No. 514, 75th Cong.), 
insofar. as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
shall govern the determination of eligibility of a widow for benefits 
under this act. 

Mr. RANKIN (interrupting the reading of the bill). Mr. 
Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the further reading 
of the bill be dispensed with. 
- Mr. COSTElLO. Mr. Chairman, reserving the right to 
object, I must object to the request because there are some 
amendments to be offered to the bill. 

Mr. RANKIN. The granting of this request will not pre
vent the offering of those amendments. 

Mr. COSTElLO. If that is understood, I have no objec
tion. 

The CHAffiMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out 

the last word. 
Mr. Chairman, this bill is a natural and a logical course 

for Congress to take, and a natural and a logical follow-up, 
not only of legislation that has been passed of a similar 
nature relating to the widows and orphans of those who 
served in the Civil and the Spanish-American Wars, but a 
natural and logical follow-up of the legislation that we have 
already passed with reference to the widows and orphans 
of those who served in the World War. 

You will recall that back a few years ago the only widow 
of a World War veteran who could receive a pension, and the 
only children who could receive such a pension, upon the death 
of a husband and father, were these whose husbands or 
fathers died with a direct service-connected disability, and 
the serviee-connected condition that they had at the time 
of the death had to be the cause of, or a contributing factor 
in the death of the husband or the father. A few years ago 
we passed a law providing that where 30-percent service
connected disability existed at the time of death, the death 
would be presumed to be connected with service for pension 
purposes to a widow and children. We passed that law 
because· we recognized the practical situation that existed 
and the merits of the situation that confronted us. A year 
later we reduced that to 20 percent, and then, as I recall, 
we reduced it to 10 percent, and then, we later reduced it to 
apply to any veteran of the World War who, at the time of 
death, had a service-connected condition of 1 percent or 
more, and insofar as his death was concerned, for pension 
purposes for his widow and children, it was presumed to be 
connected with his service. 

This is another step in the direction of giving consideration 
to the widows and children of World War veterans who have 
taken the journey "into the Great Beyond" and who were 
not service connected at the time of death. We are not only 
giving them the same consideration that we gave to the widows 
and children of Civil War and Spanish-American War vet
erans when a Congress of the past enacted the first pension 
law for widows and children of deceased veterans of the Civil 
and Spanish-American Wars, and it is only fair and it is 
only fitting and it is only proper that 23 years after the 
World War started this Congress should extend the same 
consideration to this deserving and worthy group, widows and 
children of veterans of the World War. 

I respect my friend the gentleman from California [Mr. 
CosTELLO], and I respect my friend the gentleman from Con
necticut [Mr. MILLERJ. I have no controversy with them. 
In disagreement, I profoundly respect their ·views and their 
right to entertain the views that they dQ. There is no ne
cessity for personal references in any controversial argument 
on this or any other legislation. We must respect and we 
should respect the views of all Members, even in disagree
ment. However, there was one statement made by my friend 
the gentleman from California [Mr. CosTELLO] that I think 
he inadvertently made in extemporaneous debate; at least, I 
hope so. 

The gentleman said that it is going to be hard to tell 
the people on relief, the widows who will be benefited by the 
passage of this law, that they are to be taken off of relief, 
and the gentleman wondered if they would appreciate being 
taken off of relief where they might be receiving $40 or $50 or 
$60 a month and receive $20 a month. The answer to that 
is that this bill will not do that. This does not take persons 
off relief. If anyone is entitled to from $40 to $60 relief, or' to 
the soldiers' relief, certainly this $20 will not take such a 
person off .relief, but that amount will be deducted from the 
contribution made by the local government and to that ex
tent it will be a relief to the local government at the ex
pense of the Federal Government. As my time is about up 
I will conclude with the assertion that this bill should be 
enacted into law. [Applause.] 

Mr. MASSINGALE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to 
the pro forma amendment. I wish to speak a moment or 
two in regard to this bill. I suppose I occupy somewhat of 
a unique position in this House. Better than 42 years ago 
I was discharged honorably from the Army of the United 
States. I do not know how it happened, but up to this good 
hour I have never yet felt it proper to apply for a pension. 
I think these men and women and children who are included 
within the provisions of the bill are entitled to the considera
tion of the Congress. No man can render any greater service 
to his country than those boys did in 1917, 1918, and 1919. 
Their widows and children are certainly entitled to the same 
degree of protection from the Government as are those who 
participated in former wars. I know many very fine women 
in my district whose husbands have died as a result of service 
in that war that are not eligible for compensation under the 
Social Security Act, and it is well known that women are too 
often at a disadvantage to find employment in the ordinary 
commercial and industrial services, especially when there are 
children. This condition renders a peculiar hardship on the 
widows of World War veterans. It is not the proper thing 
to do to let them exhaust every kind of resources they have 
from which they can reasonably support a family or properly 
care for their children. The Government ought to look after 
the!se widows and children, and I think this bill is reasonable. 
The very fact that the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion and the Women's Auxiliaries of both these 
organizations are supporting the bill is a sufficient argument 
for Congress to pass it. 

In addition to what has been said here, I think there is a 
greater argument perhaps for the passage of this law than 
any other argument that has been made in this debate,' and 
that is this: The fiames of the passions of war are now reach
ing higher than they have in years, probably since the World 
War. We ought to be very careful; we ought to be reminded 
and made conscious of the fact that war means the expendi
ture of billions of dollars. 

Facing the world situation as we have to do, none of us 
can foretell what may be in store for this Nation in the way 
of sacrifice. I believe and hope that war with any foreign 
government can and will be avoided; but it is to the interest 
of every Member of Congress to say that if and when the 
young men of America are called on for service on the battle
field they can have the assurance of this Government that 
their widows and children will be taken care of by the Gov
ernment. If they do not have this assurance, they would 
not surely as willingly take up arms as they might if they 
have that assurance. If the Government cannot give the 
men who may be called for future service this assurance, then 
we had better begin to do our thinking along the line that 
we had better not engage in any other war, for another war 
is going to probably take more billions of dollars to conduct 
it than the war we entered in 1917. 

If we pass this bill-and this House is going to pass it, and 
ought to pass it---it should remind Congress that those of us 
who are always insisting on balancing the Budget should take 
a second thought before making up their minds to clamor for 
participation by this country in the troubles of Europe or 
Asia. There was never a time, in my judgment, when Con
gress ought to be more deliberate than now, as we are wit
nessing the great conflagration and wholesale slaughter and 
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destruction that is now engulfing Europe. No man can an-
ticipate the staggering cost in men and money if we become 
involved in this present World War. As it is now, we may 
serenely look upon these great Government buildings on 
Capitol Hill and down the Mall, where law and order prevail 
and the people are fairly happy and secure in the enjoyment 
of peace. But if we get into that war, by the time we extri
cate ourselves from it the picture of America and of Wash
ington may be decidedly different. We control it now; Amer
ican blood and American thought dominate the country and 
give us that freedom of thought and action which to us now 
is mere commonplace. Engagement in another World War 
might change it all, and, instead of law and order ruling the 
day, it could be possible for us to witness groups of men being 
led in front of a wall to be shot down without trial, as is 
happening every day in all parts of Europe now. 

Let us be careful about this. 
The CHAffiMAN. The time of the gentleman from Okla

homa has expired. 
Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, I offer the following 

amendment, which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. CosTELLo: Page 2, line 8, after the 

words "equally divided", strike out the semicolon and the words 
"dependent mother or father, $20, or both, $15", and insert a period. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this 
amendment is to eliminate the fathers and mothers from 
the provisions of this bill. I have heard a great deal here 
this afternoon about following precedents. Due to the fact 
that we have granted pensions to widows and dependent 
children of all the veterans of other wars, we are asked to 
follow this precedent and do the same thing for the veterans 
of the World War, but, as I have attempted to point out to 
you on previous occasions, it is very rare that any piece of 
veterans' legislation comes into this House strictly adhering 
to precedent. Almost without ·exception each bill brings in 
some new provision, creates some new inequality, and, as 
a result we are forced then to pass additional legislation 
at a subsequent time in order to remove those inequalities. 
It is true that the parents of veterans of the Civil War 
are undoubtedly all dead and perhaps a majority of the 
parents of the veterans of the Spanish-American War are 
dead, but if there are any of them who are still alive I 
would nQt be at all surprised if the Committee on Pensions 
in the next Congress were to come in and demand equal 
treatment with the World War veterans, and ask that they, 
too, be given a pension because they are parents of the 
men who served in the Army of the United States when the 
Government was at war. 

Remember, you are granting these pensions to every vet
eran who wore the uniform, and remember that many of them 
served possibly only 90 days, which is the minimum require
ment. You are not asking for any service-connected disa
bility. All you are asking is that they must have served 90 
days, and that makes eligible for attention their widows and 
orphans, and now a new precedent, the parent.. Four million 
seven hundred thousand men were mustered mto the Army 
of the United States during the World War. We have had a 
great deal of discussion about the cost of this proposed legis
lation. If we eliminate the parents alan~. we might save 
some eight and a half million dollars the first year. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. VAN ZANDTJ made the 
statement that the Veterans' Administration say that only 
about one-half of those eligible for this pension will apply. 
I correct his statement. 

The Veterans' Administration states that only about half 
will apply during the first year. So perhaps the first year 
cost of this legislation may be cut down; but as soon as all 
those who are eligible do apply for the pensions that are pro
vided under this bill, the full-year cost then will be $48,000,000. 

I have asked the Veterans' Administration to prepare some 
figures for me. Each year thereafter the cost is going to 
mount. Approximately 10,000 additional dependents will be 
added to the rolls annually. The result will be an added cost 
of approximately $3,000,000 each year. Bringing the second 

year in, the cost will be up to $51,000,000; the third year, $53,-
992,000; the fourth year, $57,000,000; the fifth year, up to 
$60,000,000. 

You do not reach the expanding peak until the year 1968, 
and in that year it is quite likely that these figures may reach 
a trifling sum in excess of a cold billion dollars. 

I submit herewith the figures which were prepared at my 
request by the Veterans' Administration, showing the annual 
cost of this legislation over a 5-year period: 

Estimated 5-year cost, H. R. 9000, Seventy-sixth Congress 

Widow and children Parent cases cases 
Total 

estimated 
Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated cost 

number cost number cost cases cases 

First year----------- 120, 700 $39, 914, 000 32,800 $8,472,000 I $48, 386, 000 
Second year_------ - - 130, 100 43,023,000 31,500 8,100,000 51,123,000 Third year __________ 139,900 46,264,000 30,000 7, 728,000 53,992,000 
Fourth year __ _______ 150, 300 49, 703,000 29, 000 7, 380,000 57,083,000 
Filth year----------- 161,300 53, 340,000 27,900 7, 068,000 60,408, 000 

I One-half cost ($19,957,000 for widows and children and $4,236,000 for parents or a 
total of $24,193,000) shown in the co=ittee report was used, because it was assumed 
that not more than one-half of those entitled would apply and be paid the first year 

Estimated peak year 1968. 

I also wish again to call to the attention of the House the 
fact that the figures of the Veterans' Administration have 
only shown 1 percent of error over a period of years. Let 
me also say that very frequently the Veterans' Administra
ti-on is called upon to submit the estimate of the cost of 
legislation while it is pending before a congressional com
mittee. Consequently, the committee may amend the legis
lation prior to voting it out., · and as a result the original 
figures submitted by the Veterans' Administration are not 
descriptive of the bill as reported from the committee. Too 
often, I believe, the Veterans' Administration is made the 
object · of criticism without making allowances for these 
changes which take place in the legislation as a result of 
committee consideration. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. COSTELLO. I decline to yield. 
They say this bill will not cost much, but there- are the 

figures of added cost year by year for the first 5 years. Just 
because we have a limitation on the marriage date and just 
because you have a limitation requiring dependency in this 
legislation, oh, the gentleman from Mississippi knows full 
well that they will not stay there very long. In the very 
next Congress you may be asked to remove the limitation 
as to date; to remove the limitation that a child must be 
born to the marriage. You may be asked to remove the 
~imitation that they must show dependency. This legisla
tion is only the starting point and every succeeding Con
gress, at least in election years, is going to have to do some
thing to show the veterans that this Congress is just as 
anxious to serve the veterans and obtain their votes as was 
the preceding Congress. At least, gentleman, you do not have 
to expand the precedents in trying to follow them. You can 
at least eliminate the parents from this bill. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to the 

gentleman's amendment. 
These old people, now 72 years old, in 1968 would be exactly 

100 years old. We would have you believe there would be so 
many of them at that time that they would "bust" this Gov
ernment. This is one diminishing group. In his State they 
receive $40 a month now, but in other States they are not so 
fortunate. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. Yes. 
Mr. COSTELLO. The gentleman does not want the or

phans brought in. 
Mr. RANKIN. Oh, the gentleman left the impression that 

they would be an increasing group in 1968, they would average 
100 years old. By that time they would practically all be 
dead. 
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Mr. COSTELLO. The gentleman knows I was referring 

to the orphans. 
Mr. RA.t-.j'KIN. The gentleman was talking about his 

amendment. 
Mr. VANZANDT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. RANKIN. I yield. 
Mr. VAN ZANDT. The Veterans' Administration told us 

that the average age in 1940, of all the mothers who will bene
fit by this bill will be 74. 

Mr. RANKIN. Then they will be 102 years old in 1968. 
Mr. VANZANDT. And the average death is 77 out of every 

1,000 annually. For the fathers their average age is 77, and 
the average death rate is 100 out of every 1,000 annually, 

Mr. COSTELLO. Does the gentlem~n have the average age 
for the children? 

Mr. RANKIN. Oh, his :figures are all wrong to start with. 
The maximum estimated here is about $4,000,000. 

[Here the gavel fell.] · 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment 

offered by the gentleman from California. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. MILLER: Page 2, at the end of line 14, 

after the word "prescribe", insert a new subsection designated as 
"C": 

"For the purpose of payment of compensation under the pro
visions of this act, when persons are entitled to benefits under this 
act and under any other Federal act, including the Social Security 
Act, the greater benefit only is to be paid." 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order 
that the amendment is not germane. 

The CHAffiMAN. The Chair will be glad to hear the 
gentleman on the point of order. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, the amendment is not ger
mane, because it attempts to bring in the Social Security 
Act, and, therefore, it brings new matter into the bill. I 
think it is clearly not germane. 

The CHAffiMAN. Does the gentleman from Connecticut 
desire to be heard? 

Mr. MILLER. Simply to state, Mr. Chairman, that that 
same language is used in veterans' legislation, except the 
phrase "other benefits" is used, because the reference was 
made before the enactment of the social-security law. That 
is simply a limitation on the money authorized in this bill. 

Tne CHAIRMAN (Mr. HoBBS). The Chair is ready to rule. 
It seems to the Chair that this amendment is a limitation 

on the appropriation. The point of order is not sustained. 
The gentleman from Connecticut is recognized for 5 

minutes. 
Mr. MILLER. Mr. Chairman, I have no illusions as to 

what will happen to the amendment and to the bill. A good 
deal has been said on the floor of the House recently in 
connection with another matter, a roll of honor. If the 
proponents of this legislation are as sure they are right as 
do some of the opponents, possibly we can establish such a 
roll here this afternoon. 

It has been emphasized that this bill applies only to 
dependents, and it has been pointed out that the Veterans' 
Administration now states that a person receiving $50 a 
month is not a dependent. I wondered the other day just 
what a World War veteran would receive if he were for
tunate enough to be employed and earning $35 a week and 
had been since the beginning of Social Security. I know 
that those who oppose me are going to say that a lot of 
veterans are not earning $35 a week. In 1917 and 1918 
when we sent these men to war they were acclaimed as 
the flower of American manhood. If that be true I say 
the majority of them are today earning over $35 a week. 
In this connection I read a paragraph of a letter I received 
from the Social . Security Board. I am sure these figures 
have been checked and that no member of the World War 
Veterans' Committee will dispute them. In writing to the 
Board I cited the hypothetical case of a man 45 years of 
age who died last January leaving a y;idow and two children, 
a man who had been employed at an average wage of $35 a 

week from ·the beginning of Social Security. I received this 
reply. I shall not read the entire letter but only this para
graph: 

A surviving qualified child is entitled to a monthly benefit equal 
to one-half of the worker's primary benefit; a qualified widow re
ceives an amount equal to three-fourths of her husband's benefit. 
You mention, as an example, the case of an individual who died 
in January of this year, and who is survived by a widow and two 
minor children. If this person was paid wages of $35 for each 
week from the time the program went into effect until the quar
ter in which his death occurred, or an average monthly wage of 
$151.67, his primary insurance benefit would be $31.07, entitling 
each of his children to a monthly payment of $15.53, and his 
widow to a monthly payment of $23.30. A child may continue to 
receive monthly payments until it reaches age 16 or 18 if unmar
ried and still attending school. The widow's benefits stop when 
the youngest child reaches age 16 or 18, but since the worker in this 
case was fully insured at the time of his death, the widow may, 
upon reaching age 65, again receive widow's benefits, provided she 
has not remarried and is otherwise qualified. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. MILLER. I yield. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I doubt if the gentle

man's amendment would be necessary anyway, for under no 
circumstance can a veteran of the World War draw two pen
sions, social security and something else. He has got to 
choose which of the two he will accept. 

Mr. MILLER. I am sure the gentlewoman from Massachu
setts will have no objection to my amendment. It cannot do 
any harm and may do some good. Let me cite an instance 
that might . conceivably happen. Suppose my brother and 
I were killed in the same automobile accident. Assume that 
my brother did not happen to have served in the World War. 
We are both married and earning the same amount of money. 
Is there any justice in my widow's receiving social security 
plus the $20 a month provided in this bill and my brother's 
widow not receiving the money provided in this bill but only 
that provided under social security? 

A lot of argument has taken place in the House today, 
much of it not germane to the bill. Reference was made to 
the fact that men cannot prove service connection because 
of lost records. Past Congresses tned to correct that situa
tion, and under the law as it stands today the Veterans' 
Administration will accept lay evidence. If those regulations 
are not adequate to make sure that every veteran is entitled 
to his service-connected disability, I am sure that the learned 
World War Veterans' Legislation Committee can and will 
bring in legislation that will extend those interpretations and 
those regulations. [Applause.] 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Chairman, the difficulty with the gen

tleman's amendment is that it discriminates against people 
on social security and takes from them a benefit they are 
entitled to for money they have paid in themselves. Further
more, this bill provides that they must be dependent, and the 
Veterans' Administration has held this to mean earning not 
over $50 a month. So one who is on social security would 
not be foreclosed unless he was making $50 a month. An old 
person on social security under this amendment would be 
foreclosed out of proportion to the ones who are not on 
social security. They are earning what they get under social 
security. That is the genius of it. I submit, therefore, that 
this amendment should be voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Connecticut. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, the Committee rises. 
Accordingly the Committee rose; and the Speaker having 

resumed the chair, Mr. HoBBS, Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that 
that Committee, having had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. 9000) to provide more adequate compensation for 
certain dependents of World War veterans, and for other 
purposes, pursuant to House Resolution 444, he reported the 
same back to the House. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule, the previous question is 
ordered 
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Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr. Speaker, I make the 

point of order that a quorum is not present. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will count. [After counting.] 

Two hundred and ninety-seven Members are present, a 
quorum. 

The question is on the engrossment and third reading of 
the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 

and nays. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by 

Mr. RANKIN) there were--ayes 247, noes 31. 
So the bill was passed. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members may have 5 legislative days in which to extend 
their own remarks on the bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. RANKIN]? 

There was no objection. 
CONFERENCE REPORT ON LABOR-FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY APPRo

PRIATION BILL 
Mr. TARVER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

the conference committee on the Labor-Federal Security 
Agency appropriation bill may ha.ve until 12 o'clock tonight 
to file a conference report thereon. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TARVERJ? 

There was no objection. 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr. POLK. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, the gentleman from 
Ohio, Mr. CROSSER, is unavoidably absent from the city. If 
he had been present he would have voted for H. R. 9000, the 
widows and orphans bill. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. MURDOCK of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent to extend my own remarks in the RECORD and to in
clude therein a statement on my bill, H. R. 8206. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. MuRDOCK]? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. O'DAY asked and was given permission to extend her 

own remarks in the RECORD. 
Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my own remarks in the RECORD and to include therein 
a letter from Ruth Miller Steese, department legislative chair
man of the American Legion Auxiliary. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. MYERS]? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUDLOW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my own remarks in the RECORD and to include some 
correspondence I have had with Senator SHEPPARD. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. LuDLOW]? 

There was no objection. 
PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that on tomorrow, after completion of the business in order 
for the day and at the conclusion of any special orders here
tofore made I may address the House for 10 minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. MANSFIELD]? 

There was no objection. 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. McGRANERY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con
sent to extend my own remarks in the RECORD and to include 
therein an articie from the Philadelphia Inquirer on slum 
clearance. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McGRANERYl? 

There was no objection. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr. Speaker, my colleague 
the gentleman from California, Mr. BucK, was unavoidably 
detained this afternoon. Had he been present, he would 
have voted "aye" on H. R. 9000, the widows and orphans' bill. 

Mr. MILLS of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, my colleague the 
gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. BROOKS, was unavoidably 
detained this afternoon on account of official business. Had 
he been present, he would have voted "aye" on H. R. 9000. 

Mr. MUNDT. Mr. Speaker, my colleague the gentleman 
from South Dakota, Mr. CASE, is unavoidably absent today, 
having gone to Louisiana to. attend the Army's mass maneu
vers and to inspect some of the new equipment as a member of 
the Appropriations subcommittee for the War Department. 
Had he been present, he would have voted for H. R. 9000, as 
he has consistently supported veterans' welfare legislation 
and was one of the first to sign the discharge petition to bring 
this bill to the floor of the House for action. 

Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr. Speaker, my colleague 
the gentleman from California, Mr. GEARHART, is absent today 
on account of illness. If he were present, he would have 
voted "aye" on H. R. 9000, the widows and orphans' bill just 
passed. 

Mr. RAMSPECK. Mr. Speaker, my colleague the gentle
man from Iowa, Mr. HARRINGTON, is unavoidably absent today. 
He asked me to announce that if he had been here he would 
have voted for the bill H. R. 9000. 

COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 
Mr. LEA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce may sit 
during the sessions of the House while holding hearings on 
the bill S. 280. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to extend my own remarks in the RECORD and in
clude therein an opinion of the Ninth United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals in the case of the National Labor Relations 
Board against the Sterling Electric Motor Co. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

to revise and extend the remarks I made today and to in
clude therein a table of figures prepared by the Veterans' 
Administration. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VANZANDT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

to extend my own remarks in the appendix of the REcoRD 
and include therein a copy of a radio address I delivered 
last evening. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STEFAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my own remarks in the RECORD and include therein 
a brief editorial. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GEHRMANN and Mr. WoODRUFF of Michigan asked and 

were given permission to extend their own remarks in the 
RECORD. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con
sent to revise and extend in the RECORD the remarks I made 
earlier this afternoon in the Committee of the Whole and to 
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insert therein a speech I made in the House on November 2, 
1939. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan

imous consent to revise and extend my remarks in the RECORD 
and include therein certain tables on the bill H. R. 9000. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
MR. HARTER ·of New York. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani

mous consent to extend my own remarks in the RECORD and 
include therein a news item from the Buffalo Courier-Express 
of today giving a report of the Army engineers concerning 
the port of Buffalo. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

The SPEAKER. This is District of Columbia Day. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ScHULTEl. 
EXTENDING POWER OF BOARD OF EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9633) 

to enlarge and extend the power and jurisdiction of the 
Board of Education over degree-conferring institutions oper
ating within the District of Columbia, and ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered in the House as in Com
mittee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 

gentleman from Indiana? 
There being no objection, the Clerk read the bill, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Board of Education shall be, and is 

hereby, authorized and empowered to accre~it junior colleges oper
ating within the District of Columbia: Promded, That th~ entrance 
requirements of such junior colleges be not less than high-school 
graduation, and the number of semest~r-hours required for the 
title associate in arts or associate in sCience be not less than 60, 
and the number and character of the courses offered and the 
number and qualifications of the faculty be reasonable, and the 
institution be possessed of suitable classroom, laboratory, and 
library equipment. 

That accreditation by the Board of Education of the District of 
Columbia shall have the same force and effect as is usual in the 
case of accreditation by the various accrediting agencies of the 
several States of the Union. 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, this legislation will give the 
Board of Education authority and power to accredit junior 
colleges operating in the District and establishes the school 
department here on a basis similiar to the department in the 
States. In short, it extends the existing authority of the 
Board over degree-conferring institutions to include the ac
crediting of junior colleges operating here. The Superin
tendent of Schools believes this legislation is necessary and 
will serve an existing educational need. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
was read the third time, and passed, and a motion to recon
sider was laid on the table. 
ADMISSION TO ST. ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL OF PERSONS IN VIRGIN 

/ ISLANDS 
Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9576) 

relating to the admission to St. Elizabeths Hospital of per
sons resident or domiciled in the Virgin Islands of the United 
States. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

that the bill may be considered in the House as in Com
mittee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Indiana? 

There being no objection, the Clerk read the bill, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That, upon the application of the Governor 

of the Virgin Islands, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized 
to transfer to St. Elizabeths Hospital in the District of Columbia 

LXXXVI-378 

for treatment (1) persons who are permanent residents of the 
Virgin Islands of the United States, who are citizens or nationals 
of the United States, and who have been legally adjudged to be in
sane in the Virgin Islands or while temporarily in another insular 
possession or a Territory of the United States or in the continent al 
United States; and (2) persons who have been legally adjudged to 
be insane in the Virgin Islands, who are not permanent resi
dents of the Virgin Islands, and who are American citizens 
whose legal residence in one of the States or Territories or the 
District of Columbia it has been impossible to establish. The 
expense of treatment and care may be paid from the appropriation 
for the support of the hospital. 

Upon the ascertainment of the legal residence of American citi
zens who have been transferred to the hospital and who are not 
permanent residents of the Virgin Islands, the superintendent of 
the hospital shall transfer such persons to their respective places of 
residence, and the expenses of transfer shall be paid from the appro
priation for the support of the hospital. 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes the ad
mission to St. Elizabeths Hospital in the District of Columbia 
of persons who reside in the Virgin Islands. In the Virgin 
Islands there is no mental hospital nor are there adequate 
facilities for the care of the mentally ill. Although provision 
is made for the hospital care of mentally ill citizens of Alaska, 
the Canal Zone, and even Americans residing in Canada, no 
provision has been made for the Virgin Islands, and hence 
this legislation appears necessary. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
was read the third time, and passed, and a motion to recon
sider was laid on the table. 

REGULATION OF LIFE INSURANCE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (S. 3251) 

to amend sections 16 and 17 of chapter II of the act of June 
19, 1934, entitled "An act to regulate the business of life in
surance in the District of Columbia," and ask unanimous 
consent that this bill may be considered in the House as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 

gentleman from Indiana? 
There being no objection, the clerk read the bill as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That sections 16 and 17 of chapter II of the 

Act of June 19, 1934, entitled "An Act to regulate the business of 
life insurance in the District of Columbia", be amended to read 
as follows: 

"SEc. 16. General deposit: Every company desiring to transact 
business in the District shall, as a prerequisite to the issuance of 
a certificate of authority, deposit, as herein provided, approved 
securities of not less than $100,000 market value. In the case of 
domestic companies, such deposit shall be made in the District as 
prescribed under section 17 of this Act: Provided, That the deposit 
of every domestic company heretofore organized under the provi
sions of the laws of the District or other Act of Congress may, in 
the discretion of the Superintendent, be limited (1) for stock 
companies, to an amount equal to the capital stock outstanding 
at the date of approval of this Act; (2) for nonstock companies, 
to such amount as in the opinion of the Superintendent would be 
required from stock companies of comparable size. In no case 
shall the deposit of a domestic company be less than $25,000 in 
value. In the case of foreign or alien companies, the deposit may 
be made as provided under section 17 of this Act, or may be made 
with the supervising official of any State, Territory, or insular 
possession of the United States authorized to accept such deposit, 
which shall be held for the benefit of all policyholders. 

"In the case of a deposit made with an official outside the Dis
trict, a certificate of deposit from said official shall be filed with 
the Superintendent, showing the character of the deposit, before 
a certificate of authority to transact business in the District may 
be issued, and, if the securities so deposited are not of the class 
authorized by this act for investments of companies the Superin
tendent may require an additional deposit in approved securities. 

"SEc. 17. Holding of general deposits by District Auditor and Sec
retary to Board of Commissioners: When any company is required by 
this act to make a deposit in the District, such deposit shall be in 
securities of the class authorized by this act for investments of 
companies and shall be delivered by the company to the secretary of 
the· Board of Commissioners of the District and the auditor of the 
District, who shall receive and hold the same subject to the lawful 
orders of the Superintendent, and who shall be responsible for the 
safekeeping of all securities deposited or delivered under the author
ity of this section. The company shall have the right to collect 
the income on deposited securities so long as it continues solvent 
and complies with the laws of the United Stat es and of the Dis
trict, and it shall have the right to substitute for such securities 
other securities, provided such substituted securities are of the 
character, amount, and value required by this section, and are 
approved by the Superintendent: Provided, That not less than 
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$25,000 of such deposit shall at all times consist of bonds or other 
evidences of indebtedness of the United States or of any State 

· of the United States, or of any county or incorporated city of 
any State of the United States, and that securities of a class 
different from such bonds or other evidences of indebtedness shall 
not in any case be accepted for deposit except with the specific 
approval of and at values determined by the Superintendent. 

"If the value of securities deposited by any company shall de
. cline, the Superintendent may require the company to make a 
further deposit, in order that the amount and value of the deposit 
required by this Act shall at all times be maintained." 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this legisla
tion is to clarify the present law. At the present time the 
deposit required may be made in securities of the class au
thorized for investment of companies, but there is no provi
sion as to who shall have custody and control of such securi
ties. Under the proposed bill ·every company must deposit 
at least $25,000 in bonds or other evidence of indebtedness 
and all securities so deposited will be received and held by 
the secretary of the Board of Commissioners and the district 
auditor. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 10 OF CHAPTER 5 OF PUBLIC ACT NO. 436, 

RELATING TO LIFE-INSURANCE COMPANIES 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 
9299) to amend section 10 of chapter 5 of Public Act No . . 
436, Seventy-tl;lird Congress, approved June 19, 1934, and 
ask unanimous consent that this bill may be considered in 
the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 

gentleman from Indiana? 
There being no objection, the Clerk read the bill, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That section 10 of chapter 5 of Public Act 

No. 436, Seventy-third Congress, known as the Life Insurance Act, 
approved the 19th day of June 1934, be amended by changing the 
last period to a semicolon and inserting in parentheses the letter 
(e) and following with the language: "life insurance covering only 
the lives of members of a group of persons for not more than $2,000 
on any one life numbering not less than 100 new entrants to the 
group yearly who become borrowers from one lending institution, 
including subsidiary . or affiliated companies, under agreement to 
repay the sum borrowed in installments or who become purchasers 
of securities, merchandise, or other property from one vendor under 
agreement to repay the sum borrowed or to pay the balance of the 
price of the securities, merchandise, or other property purchased 
in installments in either event to the extent of their indebtedness 
to said lending institution or vendor but not to exceed $2,000 on 
any one life written under a policy which may be issued upon the 
application of and made payable to the lending institution or 
vendor or other creditor to whom such vendor may have transferred 
title to the indebtedness as beneficiary the premium on such policy 
to be payable by the borrower, lending institution, vendor, or other 
creditor"; and that paragraph 4 of section 11, of the same Life 
Insurance Act be amended by adding the following sentence at thi3 
end: "The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to insurance 
described in item (e) of section (10) ." 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, this legislation will permit 
life insurance companies to issue so-called creditor's group 
policies, whereby persons borrowing money from lending in
stitutions will be covered for the amount of the loan for a 
period of time corresponding to the term of the loan. The 
purpose is to facilitate the insuring of individuals borrowing 
money and providing such insurance at the lowest possible 
cost. Similar legislation has been enacted in recen.t years 
in many of the States. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
REGULATION OF FIRE, MARINE, AND CASUALTY INSURANCE IN THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 
9722) to provide for the regulation of the business of fire, 
marine, and casualty insurance, and for other purposes, and 
I ask unanimous consent that this bill may be considered in 
the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 

gentleman from Indiana? 

There being no objection, the Clerk read the bill, as follows: 
Be it" enacted, etc.-

CHAPI'ER I-TrrLE AND DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 1. Short title and table of contents: This act shall be 

known as the "Fire and Casualty Act". 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Chapter I 
Section 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Section 2. Application. 
Section 3. Definitions. 

Chapter II 
Section 1. Records of Insurance Department; pqwer to make rules. 
Section 2. Certificate of authority. 
Section 3. Revocation and suspension of certificate of authority. 
Section 4. When company has ceased business. 
Section 5. Receivership proceedings. 
Section 6. When company to be deemed insolvent. 
Section 7. When capital or surplus of company deemed impaired. 
Section 8. Annual statement. 
Section 9. Penalty for false statement. 
Section 10. Examinations. 
Section 11. Classification of insurance. 

( 1) F ire and marine. 
(2) Casualty. 

Section 12. Limitation of risk. 
Section 13. Minimum capital and surplus requirement. 
Section 14. Corporations heretofore formed. 
Section 15. Domestic companies. 
Section 16. Domestic company real-estate holdings. 
Section 17. Mutual company's surplus fund-Power to borrow. 
Section 18. Investment of funds of domestic companies. 
Section 19. Exclusive agency contracts. 
Section 20. Foreign or alien companies. 
Section 21. Application for certificate of authority. 
Section 22. Delivery to superintendent of application and docu

ments. 
Section 23. Service of process. 

(a) Service of process upon unauthorized company. 
(b) Attorney for services of process. 

Section 24. Mutual and reciprocal names. 
Section 25. Maximum and contingent premiums of mutual com-

. panies. 
Section 26. Reserves. 
Section 27. Policy forms filed with the superintendent. 
Section 28. Provisions in accident and health policies. 
Section 29. Discriminations prohibited. 
Section 30. Agents and brokers--Requirements for license, etc. 
Section 31. Payment of commissions restricted to licensed persons. 
Section 32. Procedure for obtaining licenses. 
Section 33. Effective dates of licenses and proration of fees. 
Section 34. Temporary transfer of licenses. 
Section 35. Renewal of licenses. 
Section 36. Revocation and suspension of licenses. 
Section 37. Unauthorized solicitation or representation. 
Section 38. When license not required. 
Section 39. Unauthorized insurance. 
Section 40. Taxes paid by policyholder on premiums charged by 

unauthorized companies. 
Section 41. Licen~es for lines in unauthorized companies. 
Section 42. License fees. 
Section 43. Testimony; production of books. 
Section 44. Penalties not otherwise prescribed. 
Section 45. Appeal from superintendent to Comm.lssioners. 
Section 46. Court proceedings. 
Section 47. Repeals. 
Section 48. Constitutionality. 
Section 49. Effective date of act. 

SEc. 2. Application: All fire, marine, and casualty insurance com
panies now or hereafter incorporated or formed in the District, or 
authorized to do business in the District, all brokers and all agents 
and other representatives of such companies, shall, to the extent 
hereinafter provided, be subject to this act: Provided, That this act 
shall not affect the business of life and title insurance, and shall 
not affect the right or authority of any solvent company to make 
contracts of fidelity or surety. . 

SEc. 3. Definitions: In this act, unless the context otherwise 
requires-

"District" means District of Columbia. 
"Commissioners" means the Commissioners of the District of 

Columbia. 
"Superintendent" means the Superintendent of Insurance of the 

District of Columbia. 
"Department" means the Department of Insurance of the District 

of Columbia. 
"Company" means an insurance, surety, or indemnity company, 

and shall be deemed to include a corporation, company, partnership, 
association, individual, or aggregation of individuals engaging in or 
proposing or attempting to engage in any kind of insurance, surety, 
or indemnity business, including the exchanging of reciprocal or 
interinsurance contracts between individuals, partnerships, and 
corporations. 

"Authorized company" means a company which has authority from 
the Superintendent to do business in the District as provided under 
section 2, chapter II, of this act. 



1940 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE 6005 
"Unauthorized company" means a company which does not have 

authority from the Superintendent to do business in the District 
as provided under section 2, chapter II, of this act. 

"Domestic company" means a company incorporated or organiz6d 
under the laws of the District. 

"Foreign company" means a company incorporated or organized 
under the laws of any State of the United States. 

"Alien company" means a company incorporated or organized 
under the laws of any country other than the United States. 

"Reciprocal" includes intertnsurance exchange. 
"Person" includes individuals, corporations, associations, ex

changes, and partnerships. 
Personal pronouns include all genders; the singular includes the 

plural and the plural includes the singular. 
"Policy" means an insurance policy or contract, including con

tracts of fidelity and surety, and includes any contract wherein one 
party called the "company", for a consideration, undertakes to pay 
money or its equivalent, or to do an act valuable to any other party 
upon the happening of the hazard or peril insured against whereby 
the party insured suffers loss or injury or is subjected to legal 
liability. 

"Officer", when used to refer to officer of the company, includes 
an attorney-in-fact. 

"Policy-writing agent" means any person who is D<;Jt a salaried 
employee of a company, and whose residen~e or prinCipal pla~e. of 
business is located in the District, and who 1s authorized in wntmg 
by any company authorized to transact business in the District to 
countersign policies and to solicit, negotiate, or effect contracts of 
insurance, surety, or indemnity for such company in the District. 

"Soliciting agent" means any person who is not a salaried em
ployee of a company, and whose residence or principal place of 
business is located in the District, and who is authorized by a com
pany having authority to transact business in the District, or by 
a policy-writing agent, to solicit in the District contracts of insur
ance, surety, or indemnity in behalf of such company or agent. 

"Broker" means any person who for a consideration acts or aids 
in any manner in the solicitation or negotiation on behalf of the 
assured of contracts of insurance, surety, or indemnity. 

"Salaried company employee" means any person regularly em
ployed by an authorized company, and who is paid a regular wage 
or salary to perform certain duties and functions authorized by 
such company. For the purposes of this act, the term "salaried 
company employee" shall not include employees engaged solely in 
office duties or in the inspection, rating, or classif.ying of risks or 
in the supervision of agents, or any employee not engaged in the 
solicitation or writing of policies, or officers of companies or asso
ciations engaged in the performance of their usual and customary 
executive duties. 

"Surplus" means the excess of admitted assets over liabilities and 
capital in the case of a company with capital stock, and the excess 
of admitted assets over liabilities in the case of a company without 
capital stock. 

"Liabilities" means all debts due or to become due, contingent 
or otherwise, of which the company has knowledge, and includes 
the reserves required by this act. 

"Admitted assets" includes the investments authorized or per
mitted by this act, and, in addition thereto, only the following: 

( 1) Cash in a company's principal or branch offices or in posses
sion of a company or in transit, and cash deposited with the officers 
of any St.ate or subdivision thereof, or the Dominion of Canada, 
when such deposit is necessitated by the laws of such State or 
subdivision thereof, or 'by the laws of the Dominion of Canada. 

(2) Cash deposited in sound banks and trust companies. 
(3) The amount fairly estimated as recoverable on cash deposited 

in closed banks and trust companies. 
(4) Bills and accounts receivable collateralized by securities of 

the kind in which the company is -authorized to invest. 
(5) Bills receivable not past due for risks taken by companies 

authorized to transact fire and marine business described in section 
10 of chapter II of. this act that are not in excess of the unearned 
premiums thereon. 

{6) Gross premiums or premium deposits in course of collection 
not more than 90 days past due, less commissions due thereon to 
agents. 

(7) Amounts fairly estimated as recoverable from advances made 
on contracts under surety bonds. 

(8) Amounts due from solvent insurance companies, bureaus, or 
company associations, and amounts fairly estimated as recoverable 
from insolvent insurance companies. 

(9) The interest accrued during the 12 months immediately pre
ceding on mortgage loans other than those upon which the com
pany is proceeding for the enforcement of security. 

(10) The rents accrued on the company's property during the 
12 months immediately preceding. 

(11) Interest due and accrued on bonds conforming to this act 
and not in default. 

(12) Amounts due and accrued on dividends declared on shares 
of stock conforming to this act. 

(13) Interest due and accrued on collateral loans which is not 
in excess of the value of the collateral over the amount loaned 
thereon. 

(14) Interest due and accrued on deposits in sound banks and 
trust companies. -

(15) Interest accrued on tax-anticipation warrants. 
(16) Amounts due for tax refunds allowed but unpaid from the 

United States or any State. 

CHAPTER II-POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDENT 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1. Records of Insurance Department; power to make 
rules: The office of the Superintendent shall be a public office, 
and the records, books, and papers thereof on file therein shall be 
public records of the District, except as the Superintendent for 
good reason may decide otherwise, or except as it may be provided 
otherwise herein. · 

The Superintendent shall have authority to make and enforce 
such reasonable rules and regulations as may be necessary in 
making effective the provisions of this act, but such rules and 
regulations shall not be contrary to nor inconsistent wi;t;h the 
provisions of this act. 

SEc. 2. Certificate of authority: It shall be the duty of the 
Superintendent to issue a certificate of authority to a company 
when it shall have complied with the requirements of the laws of 
the District so as to be entitled to do business therein. The Super
intendent may, however, satisfy himself by such investigation as 
he may deem proper or necessary that such company is duly 
qualified under the laws of the District to transact business therein, 
and may refuse to issue or renew any such certificate to a company 
if the issuance of renewal of such certificate would adversely affect 
the public interest. In each case the certificate shall be issued 
under the seal of the Superintendent authorizing and empowering 
the company to transact the kind or kinds of business specified in 
the certificate, and each such certificate shall be made to expire 
on the 30th day of April next succeeding the date of its issuance. 
No company shall transact any business in or from the District 
until it shall have received a certificate of authority as authorized 
by this section, and no company shall transact any business not 
specified in such certificate of authority. No domestic mutual 
company shall transact any business in the District until it has 
bona fide applications for insurance covering not less than 200 
separate risl{s in not less than 20 policies to be issued to not less 
than 20 members, and has received the cash premium therefor, 
and has a surplus of not less than the amount provided under 
sections 12 and 13 of chapter II of this act. 

SEC. 3. Revocation and suspension of certificate of authority: 
The Superintendent shall have power to revoke or suspend the 
certificate of authority to transact business in the District of any 
company which bas failed or refused to comply with any provision 
or requirement of this act, or which-

( a) Is impaired in capital or surplus; 
(b) Is insolvent; 
(c) Is iJl such a condition that its further transaction of busi

ness in the District would be hazardous to its policyholders or 
creditors in the District, or to the public; 

(d) Has refused or neglected to pay a valid final judgment against 
such company within 30 days after such judgment shall have 
become final either by expiration without appeal within the time 
when such appeal might have been perfected, or by final affirm
ance on appeal; 

(e) Has violated any law of the District or has in the District 
violated its charter or exceeded its corporate powers; 

(f) Has refused to submit its books, papers, accounts, records, 
or affairs to the reasonable inspection or examination of the Super
intendent, his deputies, or duly appointed examiners; 

(g) Has an officer who has refused upon reasonable demand to be 
examined under oath touching its affairs; 

(h) Fails to file with the Superintendent a copy of an amend
ment to its charter or articles of association within 30 days after 
the effective date of such amendment; 

(i) Has had its corporate existence dissolved or its certificate of 
authority revoked in the State in which it was organized; or 

(j) Has had all its risks reinsured in their entirety in another 
company, without prior approval of the Superintendent. 

The Superintendent shall not revoke or suspend the certificate of 
authority of any company until he has given the company not less 
than 30 days' notice of the proposed revocation or suspension and 
of the grounds alleged therefor, and has afforded the company an 
opportunity for a full hearing: Provided, however, That if the 
Superintendent shall find upon examination that the further 
transaction of business by the company would be hazardous to the 
public or to the policyholders or creditors of the company in the 
District, he may suspend such authority without giving notice as 
herein required. 

SEc. 4. When company has ceased business: If a company shall 
cease to do business in the District, it shall thereupon make report 
to the Superintendent of the taxable premiums collected which 
have not been reported prior to the date of the cessation of busi
ness, and shall forthwith pay to the collector of taxes of the Dis
trict, through the Superintendent, a tax thereon computed accord
ing to law. If a company fails or refuses to make such a report or 
to pay the tax imposed upon it as required by law, it shall be liable 
to the District for the amount of such taxes, plus a penalty of 
8 percent per month for each month or part thereof during which 
such taxes remain unpaid. 

SEC. 5. Receivership proceedings: The Superintendent may, 
through the corporation counsel of the District, apply to the dis
trict court of the United States for the District for a rule direct
ing any company organized under the laws of the District or any 
company in the course of organization to show why the Superin
tendent should not take possession of its property and conduct its 
business as the nature of the case and the interests of the policy
holders, creditors, stockholders, or the public may require, when
ever any such company is--

(a) . Insolvent; or 
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(b) Has neglected or refused to observe a laWful order of the Su

perintendent to make good any deficiency in its capital or surplus; 
or 

( c} Has by contract of reinsurance or otherwise transferred or 
attempted to transfer substantially its entire property or business, 
or has entered into any transaction, the effect of which is to merge 
substantially its entire property or business in the property or 
business- of any other company, without having first obtained the 
written approval of the Superintendent; or 

(d) Is found after an examination by the Superintendent to be 
in such condition that its further transaction of business would be 
hazardous to its policyholders; or 

(e) Has violated its charter; or 
(f) Is carrying on activities against public policy. 
Upon such application, such court may, in its discretion, issue 

an injunction restraining such company from the transaction of 
its business or disposition of its property pending further order of 
the court. On the return of such rule to show cause, the court 
shall hear, try, and determine the issues forthwith, and shall either 
deny the application or direct the Superintendent to take posses
sion of the property and conduct the business of such company 
and retain such possession and conduct such business until on the 
application either of the Superintendent, the corporation counsel 
representing him, or the company, it shall, after a like hearing, 
appear to the court that the ground for the order directing the 
Superintendent to take possession has been removed, and that 
the company can properly resume the possession of its property, 
and the conduct of its business. If on the like application and 
rule to show cause, and after a hearing, the court shall order the 
liquidation of the business of such company, such liquidation phall 
be made by and under the direction of the Superintendent, who 
may deal with the property and business of such company in his 
own name as Superintendent, or in the name of the company, as 
the court may direct, and shall be vested by operation of law with 
title to all of the property, contracts, and rights of action of such 
company as of the date of the order so directing him to liquidate. 
The filing or recording of such order in the office of the recorder 
of deeds for the District shall impart the same notice that a deed, 
bill of sale, or other evidence of title duly filed or recorded by such 
company would have imparted. For the purpose of this section, 
the Superintendent shall have power to appoint under his hand 
and official seal one or more special deputy superintendents, and 
to employ clerks and assistants as may by him be deemed necessary. 
The fair and reasonable compensation of such special deputies, 
clerks, ana assistants, and all the expenses of taking possession 
of and conducting the business of any such company shall, subject 
to the approval of the court, be paid out of the funds or assets 
of such company. The court may require a corporate surety bond 
or bonds from the Superintendent in such amount as it may deem 
necessary. 

SEC. 6. When company to be deemed insolvent: Any insurance 
company whose assets are not sufficient to reinsure its outstanding 
risks in a solvent insurance company shall be deemed insolvent, 
and may be proceeded against as provided in this act. 

SEC. 7. When capital or surplus of company deemed impaired: 
Any company whose capital has been reduced to an amount less 
than that required by this act, or whose surplus of admitted assets 
in excess of all liabilities is less than the amount required by this 
act, shan be deemed to be impaired in capital or surplus, and 
may be proceeded against as provided in this act. 
· SEC. 8. Annual statement: Every company doing business in the 
District shall file with the Superintendent before March 1 in each 
year a financial statement for the year ending December 31 im· 
mediately preceding on forms furnished by the Superintendent. 
The Superintendent shall have authority to extend the time for 
filing such statement by any company for reasons which he shall 
deem good and sufficient. Such statement shall be verified by the 
oath of the president and secretary of the company, or, in their 
absence, by two other principal officers. The Superintendent shall 
annually in the month of December furnish to each of the com
panies authorized to do business in the District blanks necessary 
for the filing of the statement herein required. Such blanks shall 
conform substantially to the form of statement adopted by the 
National Association of Insurance Commissi_oners. The Superin
tendent shall have power to make such modifications and additions 
in said blank forms of statement as he may deem desirable and 
necessary to ascertain the condition and affairs of the company. 
The Superintendent shall also have power to require that at least 
once in the month of March in each year a summary of such 
annual statement shall be published by the company in a daily 
newspaper published in the District. 

SEc. 9. Penalty for false statement: Any director, officer, agent, or 
employee of any company who subscribes to, makes, or concurs in 
makin~ or publishing any annual or other statement required by 
law, knowing the same to contain any material statement which is 
false, shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not 
more than 5 years, or both. 

SEC. 10. Examinations: The Superintendent may examine the 
books, paper, property, and affairs of any ~agent or company organ
ized or doing business in the District, and of any company engaged 
in or professing to be engaged in organizing, promoting, or soliciting 
stock or capital contributions to or aiding in the formation of any 
company, or any company which holds the capital stock of another 
9Qmpany for the purpose of controlling the management thereof 
as voting trustee or otherwise. The Superintendent, his deputy, or 
any examiner designated by the Superintendent, may examine under 
oath the officers and agents of such company, and all p~rsons 

deemed to have material information regarding the company's prop
erty or business. Every such company, its officers, ahd agents. shall 
produce at the home office of the company at the time designated by 
the Superintendent its books of original entry, and all records and 
papers in its or their possession relating to its or their business or 
affairs. The officers and agents of such company shall facilitate 
such examination insofar as it is in their power to do so. The ex
pense of such examination shall be paid by the company examined. 
Any officer, director, agent, or employee of any company who makes 
or causes to be made any false entry in any book, report, or state
ment of such company with intent to injure or defraud such com
pany or any other company or person, or to deceive any officer of 
such company, or the Superintendent, and any person who with like 
intent aids or abets any officer, director, agent, or employee in any 
violation of this act shall be fined not more than $1,000, or shall be 
imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. The Superintendent 
may, in lieu of such examination of a foreign or alien company, 
accept the report on the examination of such company made by the 
Insurance Department or other insurance supervising official in any 
other State or any government outside the United States. 

SEc. 11. Classification of insurance: Any company authorized to 
do business in the District may, when empowered by its charter, 
make all or any one or more of the kinds of insurance and reinsur
ance comprised in either or both of the following classes, subject to 
and in accordance with the provisions of this act: 

( 1) Fire and marine: On houses, buildings, and all other kinds of 
property against loss, damage, or damages by fire, lightning, or 
storm; to insure against loss or damage by water to any goods or 
premises arising from the breakage or leakage of sprinkling or water 
pipes; and to make all kinds of insurance against loss of or damage 
to goods, merchandise, or other property caused by fire, risks of 
transportation, or navigation, the action of th& elements or adverse 
manifestations of nature, as well as all and every risk or peril to 
which the subject of insurance may be exposed, against which it is 
not contrary to public policy to insure, including every insurable in
terest therein or in the use thereof, or profit or income therefrom, 
or legal liability therefor, but not to include injury to the person 
nor loss caused by breach of trust. 

(2) Casualty: (a) Upon the health of persons, or against injury, 
disablement, or death of persons resulting from traveling or general 
accidents by land or water, and against liability of the assured for 
injuries to employees or other persons; (b) upon the lives of do
mestic animals; (c) upon plate glass against breakage; (d) upon 
boilers against explosions, and against loss or damage to life or 
property resulting therefrom, and against loss or damage resulting 
from the breakage of machinery; (e) against loss by burglary or 
theft, or both; (f) to guarantee and indemnify merchants, traders, 
and those engaged in business and giving credit, from loss and 
damage by reason of giving and extending credit to their customers 
and those dealing with them; (g) to insure against any other casu
alty risk which may lawfully be the subject of insurance, and which 
it is not contrary to public policy to insure: Provided, That this 
section shall not be construed as having any effect whatever upon 
the right or authority of any solvent company to make contracts of 
fidelity or surety. 

Sxc. 12. Limitation of risk: No company other than a mutual or 
reciprocal company doing business in the District shall expose itself 
to any loss on any one risk or hazard in the District to an amount 
exceeding 10 percent of the sum of its capital stock and surplus 
without the written prior consent of the Superintendent. No mutual 
or reciprocal company shall expose itself to any loss on any one risk 
or hazard in the District to an amount exceeding 10 percent of its 
surplus without written prior consent of the Superintendent. No 
portion of any such risk or hazard which shall have been reinsured 
in a company authorized to do business in the District shall be 
included in determining limitation of risk: Provided, That the pro
visions of this section shall not apply to the insurance of workmen's 
compensation, employers' liability, marine, or inland marine risks. 

SEc. 13. Minimum capital and surplus requirement: Every stock 
company authorized to do business in the District shall have and 
shall at all times maintain a paid-up capital stock of not less than 
$150,000, and a surplus of not less than $150,000. Every domestic 
mutual company and every domestic reciprocal company shall have 
and shall at all times maintain a surplus of not less than $150,000, 
and every foreign or alien mutual company and every foreign or 
alien reciprocal company shall have and shall at all times maintain 
a surplus of not less than $200,000. 

SEc. 14. Corporations heretofore formed: No company shall be 
exempt from the provisions of this act by reason of its having been 
incorporated in the District or elsewhere prior to the effective date 
of this act, except that, in the case of companies authorized in the 
District on the date of approval of this act, and continuously author
ized thereafter without any increase of authority, the minimum 
capital and surplus required of a stock company, and the minimum 
surplus required of a mutual or reciprocal company by the laws of 
the District heretofore applicable shall not be increased by this act, 
and provided also that in the case of such continuously authorized 
companies the provisions of section 24 relating to the names of com
panies, and the provisions of section 25 relating to the amount of 
surplus necessary to the issuance of policies having no provision for 
contingent liability, shall not be applicable. 

SEc. 15. Domestic companies: Any domestic stock, mutual, or 
reciprocal company desiring to transact business in the District 
shall, after· complying with the general laws of the District govern
ing the formation of companies or corporations, file with the Super
intendent copies of its articles of incorporation, bylaws, charter, pro
posed forms of policies, and such other information as may be neces-
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sary to manifest and explain the organization, objects, and purposes 
of the company, and to satisfy the Superintendent that such com
pany has complied with the laws o~ the District regarding the forma
tion of companies. Thereafter, upon application made to the Super
intendent upon such forms as the Superintendent shall prescribe, 
the Superintendent, subject to the provisions of chapter II, section 
2. of this act, shall issue to the company a certificate of authority 
to transact business in the District . 
. SEc. 16. Domestic company real estate holdings: A domestic com
pany may acquire, hold, and convey real estate for the purpose and 
in the manner only following: 
. ( 1) The building in which it has its principal office and the land 
on which it stands. 

(2) Such as shall be requisite for its convenient accommodation 
in the transaction of its business. 

(3) Such as shall have been acquired for the accommodation of 
its business. 

( 4) Such as shall have been mortgaged to it in good faith by 
way of security for loans previously contracted or for money due. 

(5) Such as shall have been conveyed to it in satisfaction of 
debts, previously contracted, in the course of its dealings. 

(6) Such as it shall have purchased at sales on judgments, 
decrees, or mortgages obtained or made for such debts. 

All such real estate specified in paragraphs (3), (4), (5), and (6) 
of this section, which shall not be necessary for its accommodation 
in the convenient transaction of its business, shall be sold by the 
company and disposed of within 5 years after it shall have acquired 
the title to the same, or within 5 years after the same shall have 
ceased to be necessary for the accommodation of its business, unless 
the company procure the certificate of the Superintendent that its 
interests will suffer materially by a forced sale thereof, in which 
event the time for the sale may be extended to such time as the 
Superintendent shall direct in such certificate. 

SEc. 17. Mutual company's surplus fund-Power to borrow: A 
domestic mutual company may borrow or assume liability for the 
repayment of a sum of money sufficient to defray the reasonable 
expenEes of its organization or to enable it to comply with any 
requirement of law or as a surplus fund upon agreement which 
shall first be submitted to and approved by the Superintendent 
that such loan or advance with interest at a rate not exceeding 
6 percent per annum shall be repaid only with the approval of the 
Superintendent whenever in his judgment the company shall be in 
possession of sufficient surplus in excess of a surplus equal to the 
amount required by this act. Any such loan or advance shall not 
form a part of the legal liabilities of the company, but until such 
loan or advance has been repaid all statements published by such 
company or filed with the Superintendent shall show the amount 
thereof then remaining unpaid. 

SEc. 18. Investment of funds of domestic companies: A domestic 
company shall invest its funds only in-

( 1) Bonds or other evidences of indebtedness of the United 
States, or of any State; or of the Dominion of Canada, or of ant 
Province thereof. 

(2) Bonds or other evidences of indebtedness of any county, city, 
town, village, school district, or other municipal district within the 
United States or the Dominion of Canada which shall be a direct 
obligation of the county, city, town, village, or district issuing the 
same. 

( 3) Bonds or notes secured by mortgages or deeds of trust on 
unencumbered real estate or perpetual leases thereon in the United 
States or Dominion of Canada worth not less than 50 percent more 
than the amount loaned thereon. Where improvements on the 
land constitute a part of the value on which the loan is made, the 
improvements shall be insured against fire for the benefit of the 
mort gage in an amount not less than the difference between two
thirds of the value of the land and the amount of the loan: Pro
vided, That for the purposes of this section real estate shall not be 
deemed to be encumbered within the meaning of this section by 
reason of the existence of taxes or assessments that are not de
linquent, instruments creating or reserving mineral, oil, or timber 
rights, rights-of-way, joint driveways, sewer rights, rights in walls, 
nor by reason of building restrictions or other restrictive covenants, 
nor when such real estate is subject to lease in whole or in part 
whereby rents or profits are reserved to the owner 

( 4) Bonds or notes secured by mortgages insured by the Federal 
Housing Administrator: Provided, That the restrictions in sub
paragraph (3) of this section in regard to the ratio of the loan to 
the value of the property shall not apply to such insured mortgages. 

( 5) Bonds or other evidences of indebtedness of the farm-loan 
banks authorized under the Federal Farm Loan Act, or acts amenda
tory thereof or supplementary thereto, and bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness of national mortgage associations. 
. (6) Stock or bonds and other evidences of indebtedness of any 
solvent corporation of any State or Territory of the United States 
or of the District or of any Province of the Dominion of Canada, 
excepting stock in its own corporation: Provided, That no such in
vestment shall be made in or loan made upon the security of any 
such stocks upon which dividends in cash during the period of 5 
years next preceding such purchase in each fiscal year for said 
5 years shall not have been paid, and upon which bonds any 
regular int erest payment shall have been defaulted any time within 
5 years prior to such purchase or loan. 

(7) Loans upon the pledge of any of the securities aforesaid. 
(8) A company doing business in a foreign country may invest 

the funds required to meet its obligations in such country and in 
conformity to the laws thereof in the same kind of securities in 
such foreign country that such company is allowed by law to invest 
1n the United States. 

(9) The bonds of the Home Owners' Loan Corporation, a corpo
ration organized under and pursuant to the authority of the Home 
Owners' Loan Act of 1933, passed by the Congress of the United 
States and approved June 13, 1933. · 

No loan or investment shall be made by any such company, 
unless the same shall have been authorized by the board of direc
tors or by a committee thereof charged with the duty of supervising 
loans or investments. 

No such company shall subscribe to or participate in any under
writing of the purchase or sale of securities or property, or enter 
Into any transaction for such purchase or sale on account of said 
company, jointly with any other corporation, firm, or person, or 
enter into any agreement to withhold from sale any of its securities 
or property; but the disposition of its assets shall at all times be 
Within the control of the company. 

Nothing in this act shall prohibit a company from accepting in 
good faith, to protect its interest, securities, or property, other than 
herein referred to, in payment of or to secure debts due or to 
become due the company. 

SEc. 19. Exclusive agency contracts: No domestic company au
thorized to do an insurance business in the District shall have or 
make any contract with any person whereby such person is granted 
the exclusive right or privilege to solicit, procure, write, produce, or 
manage the entire insurance business of such company, or to collect 
premiums therefor, unless such contract is filed with and ap
proved in writing by the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall 
not approve any such contract which-

(a) Subjects the company to excessive charges for expenses or 
commissions; or 

(b) Gives to such person the right to manage any of the affairs 
of such company or the exclusive right to solicit, procure, write, or 
produce the entire insurance business for such company, or to 
collect the premiums therefor for such unreasonable period as may 
jeopardize the interests or security of the company's policyholders. 

SEc. 20. Foreign or alien companies: Upon complying with the 
provisions of this act, a foreign or alien company organized as a 
stock, mutual, or reciprocal company, but not otherwise, may be 
authorized by certificate of authority to transact in the District 
the kind or kinds of business which a domestic company similarly 
organized may be authorized to transact under this act. Such 
certificate of authority shall be issued as provided under section 2, 
chapter II, of this act. 

SEc. 21. Application for certificate of authority: A foreign or alien 
company, in order to procure a certificate of authority to transact 
business in the District, shall make application therefor to the 
Superintendent on forms prescribed and furnished by the Super
intendent. Such forms shall be executed for the company, by its 
president or vice president, or executive officer corresponding 
thereto, and verified by such officer, and, if a corporation, the 
corporate seal shall be thereto, affixed, attested by its secretary or 
other proper officer. 

SEc. 22. Delivery to Superintendent of applications and docu
ments: A foreign or alien company shall deliver to the Superin
tendent (a) application of the company for a certificate of 
authority; (b) a copy of its articles of incorporation or articles of 
association and amendments thereto, duly certified by the proper 
officer of the State or country under whose laws the company is 
organized or incorporated, or if reciprocal, the power of attorney 
of the attorney in fact; (c) if an alien company, a copy of the 
appointment and authority of its United States manager, certified 
by a proper officer of the company; {d) a copy of its bylaws and 
regulations; (e) forms of contracts and policies it proposes to issue 
in the District, and forms of the applications therefor, if any (f) 
the instrument authorizing service of process on the Superin
tendent required by section 23 (b) of chapter II of this act; (g) a 
statement of its financial condition and business as of the end 
of the preceding calendar year, complying as to form and verifi
cation with the requirements of this act for annual statements, or 
financial statement as of such later date as the Superintendent 
may require; (h) a copy of the last report of examination, certified 
to by an insurance commissioner or other proper supervisory 
official; (i) a certificate from the proper official of the State or 
country wherein it is incorporated or organized, that it is duly 
incorporated or organized and is authorized to write the kind or 
kinds of insurance which it proposes to write in the District. Be
fore a certificate of authority to transact business in the District 
is issued to a foreign or alien company, such company shall satisfy 
the Superintendent that (a) the company is duly organized under 
the laws of the State or country under whose laws it professes to 
be organized and is authorized to do the business it is transacting 
or proposes to transact; {b) its name is not the same as, or so 
deceptively similar to, the name of any domestic company, or the 
name of any department of the Federal Government or existing 
corporation authorized to transact business in the District as to 
mislead the public or cause confusion; (c) if a stock company, it 
has a paid-up capital and surplus at least equal to the capital and 
surplus required by this act, or, if a mutual company or reciprocal, 
it has a surplus and provision for contingent liability of policy
holders at least equal to the surplus and provision for contingent 
liability of policyholders required by this act; {d) its funds are 
invested in accordance with the laws of its domicile, and in securi
ties or property which afford a degree of financial security sub~ 
stantially equal to that required for similar domestic companies. 
Before issuing a certificate of authority to a foreign or alien com
pany, the Superintendent may cause an examination to be made of 
the condition and affairs of such company. 

SEC. 23. (a) Service of process upon unauthorized company: 
(1) The issuance or delivery of a policy or contract of insurance 
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in this District, to a citizen or resident thereof, by a foreign or 
alien company transacting business in this District without a 
certificate of authority, shall be deemed eqUivalent to an appoint
ment by such company of the Superintendent and his successor 
or successors in office to be its true and lawful attorney upon 
whom may be served all lawful process in any action or proceeding 
against it, arising out of such policy or contract of insurance, and 
said issuance or delivery shall be a signification of its agreement 
that any such process against it which is so served shall be of the 
same legal force and validity as if served upon the company. 

(2) Service of such process upon the Superintendent, and the 
responsibility of the Superintendent in regard thereto, shall be in 
accordance with the provisions for service of process upon author
ized companies as provided in subsection (b) . 

(b) Attorney for services of process: Every foreign or alien com
pany now or hereafter authorized to transact business in the Dis
trict shall file with the Superintendent a duly executed instrument 
appointing and constituting him and his successors true and law
ful attorney for such company, upon whom all lawful process in 
any action or legal proceeding against it in the District may be 
served, and therein shall agree that any lawful process against it, 
which may be served upon its said attorney as herein provided, 
shall be of the same force and validity as if served upon the com
pany, and that the authority thereof shall continue in force irrevo
cably so long as any liability of the company in the District shall 
remain outstanding. Such process shall be served by delivering 
to and leaving the same with the Superintendent or his deputy, 
and service thereof upon such attorney shall be deemed service 
upon the company. The Superintendent shall forthwith forward 
such process by prepaid registered mail to the company, or, in the 
case of an alien company, to the United States manager or last 
appointed United States general agent of the company. The reg
istry receipt evidencing the deposit by the Superintendent, or his 
deputy, of such process, in the United States mails in the manner 
herein prescribed, shall be prima facie evidence of the completion 
of such service. Failure of any such company to file such an in
strument, or failure on the part of any such company to authorize 
such filing, shall not invalidate any service made by serving the 
Superintendent. By accepting a certificate of authority to transact 
business in the District, every such company ·shall be held to have 
appointed the Superintendent its true and lawful attorney. Any 
such company transacting business in the District without desig
nating an attorney for service of process as herein provided shall, 
upon information filed by the corporation counsel of the District 
in the police court of the District, be fined upon conviction not 
less than $10 nor more than $500 for each day during which the 
company shall have operated in violation of this section. 

SEC. 24. Mutual and reciprocal names: Except as otherwise pro
vided in section 14, no mutual company shall be authorized to 
transact business in the District unless the name of such company 
shall include the word "mutual,'' and no reciprocal or interinsur
ance exchange shall be authorized to transact business in the Dis
trict unless the name or designation under which reciprocal or 
interinsurance contracts are to be exchanged shall include the 
words "reciprocal" or "interinsurance exchange," or be supple
mented by the following words immediately below the name or 
designation under which such contracts are exchanged: "A recip
rocal" or "an interinsurance exchange." 

SEc. 25. Maximum and contingent premiums of mutual com
panies: The maximum premium shall be expressed in the policy of 
a mutual company, and it may be solely a cash premium, or may be 
a cash premium and an additional contingent premium, which con
tingent premium shall be not less than the cash premium, but 
no mutual company, except as otherwise provided in section 14, 
shall issue any policy for a cash premium without an additional 
contingent premium until and unless it possesses a surplus of 
not less than $300,000. 

SEc. 26. Reserves: In determining the financial condition of com
panies authorized under this act, allowance shall be made for 
proper and adequate reserves for liabilities, including reserves 
for-

( a.) Unpaid losses and the expenses of the adjustment thereof. 
(b) Unearned premiums. 
(c) Commissions, taxes, and all other legal obligations, contin

gent or otherwise, of which the company has knowledge. 
The computation of such reserves shall be in accordance with 

the provisions of the form of annual statement required under 
section 8 of chapter II of this act, and every authorized company 
shall maintain such reserves at all times. 

SEC. 27. Policy forms filed with the Superintendent: The Super
intendent may require that all policy forms used by every author
ized company covering risks in the District be filed with the Super
intendent. The Superintendent shall have authority to disapprove 
the use in the District of any policy form which in his opinlon 1s 
1llegal, inequitable, or contrary to public interests. 

SEc. 28. Provisions in accident and health policies: The Super
intendent may require that the provisions ·and conditions con
tained in any policy of insurance against loss or damage from 
sickness or bodily injury or death of the insured by accident issued 
by any company authorized by this act to transact business in 
the District be made to conform to the requirements prescribed 
under section 12 of chapter V of Public Law No. 436, Seventy
third Congress. 

SEc. 29. Discriminations prohibited: Discrimination between in
dividual risks of the same class or hazard in the amount of 
premiums or rates charged for any policy, or in the benefits or 
amount of insurance payable thereon, or in any of the terms or 

conditions of such policy, or in any other manner whatsoever, is 
prohibited, and the Superintendent is empowered after investiga
tion to order removed at such time and in such manner as he 
shall specify any such discrimination which his investigation may 
reveal. 

SEc. 30. Agents and brokers-Requirements for license, and so 
forth: No company authorized to do business in the District shall, 
by its representatives or otherwise, make, write, . issue, or deliver 
any contract of insurance, surety, or indemnity, except life, title, 
and ocean-marine insurance, on any person, property, business 
activity, or insurable interest within the District except through 
regularly constituted policy-writing agents or authorized salaried 
employees licensed in the District as provided in this act. 

No such contract covering persons, property, business activities, 
or insurable interests in the District, except contracts of life, title, 
and ocean-marine insurance, shall be written, issued, or delivered 
by any authorized company or by any of its representatives unless 
such contract is duly countersigned in writing by a person who is 
licensed as provided in this act to countersign such contracts, and 
no salaried officer, manager, or other salaried employee of any 
authorized company, unless he be licensed as provided in this act, 
shall write, issue, or countersign any such contract. 

No company, agent, or salaried company employee shall make 
any agreement as to a policy other than that which is plainly 
expressed in the policy issued. 

No company, agent, salaried company employee, or broker shall 
pay or offer to pay or allow as an inducement to any person to 
insure any rebate of premium or any special favor or advantage 
whatever in the dividends to accrue thereon, or any inducement 
whatever not specified in the policy. · 

Every company authorized by this act to do business in the 
District shall file annually with the Superintendent on or before 
the 15th day of April, and at such other times as they may be 
appointed, a list of agents and salaried employees of said company 
who are authorized to solicit, write, effect, issue, or deliver policies 
for such company in the District, except that the names of solicit
ing agents may be filed either by the company or by the policy
writing agent. 

Any policy-writing agent or salaried company employee author· 
!zed by any company to solicit, negotiate, bind, write, or issue 
policies or applications therefor shall, in any controversy between 
the insured or his representative and the said company, be held 
to be the agent of the company which issued or effected the policy 
solicited or so applied for, anything in the application or policy to 
the contrary notWithstanding. 

Any payment made by or on behalf of the insured to any broker 
for policies issued to such broker for deli;very to the insured or 
issued directly to the insured on the order of such broker, shall, in 
controversies between the insured and the company, be deemed to 
have been paid to the company. 

No soliciting agent shall have any authority to countersign any 
policy. 

SEc. 31. Payment of commissions restricted to licensed persons: 
No company, policy-writing agent, soliciting agent, broker, or sal
aried employee shall pay any money or commissiofl or brokerage 
or give or allow any valuable consideration to any person for or 
because of service in the District in negotiating or effecting a 
policy on any person, property, business activity, or insurable 
interest in the District, unless said person is duly licensed in con
formity with this act as a broker or as an agent or salaried em
ployee of the company issuing the policy. This section shall not 
apply to contracts of reinsurance, and shall not apply to persons 
and kinds of insurance exempted under section 38 of this act. 

SEc. 32. Procedure for obtaining license: Any person hereafter 
desiring to engage in business in the District as a policy-writing 
agent, soliciting agent, broker, or salaried company employee, as 
defined by this act, shall, before engaging in such business, secure 
from the Superintendent a license authorizing him to engage in 
such business. The person to whom the license may be issued 
shall file sworn answers to such interrogatories as the Superin
tendent may require on forms furni~ed by the Superintendent. 
Before the Superintendent shall issue a license to any policy
writing agent, soliciting agent, or salaried company employee he 
shall require the company or policy-writing agent desiring the 
appointment of such person to certify-

(a} That the person to be appointed, if not a salaried company 
employee, is a resident of this District, or that his principal office 
for the conduct of such business is in or will be maintained in the 
District; 

(b) That he is personally known to the person mak1ng the 
certification; 

(c) That he has had experience or instructions necessary to the 
proper conduct of the kind or kinds of business to which the 
license is to extend; 

(d) That he has a good business reputation, is trustworthy, and 
is worthy of a license. 

Resident and nonresident brokers shall, as a prerequisite to the 
issuance of a license, file with the Superintendent a corporate 
surety bond in an amount not less than $5,000 for the benefit of 
any person who may suffer loss resulting from fraud or dishonesty 
on the part of said resident or nonresident broker. Before the 
Superintendent shall issue a license to any policy-writing agent, 
soliciting agent, salaried company employee, or resident broker 
he shall personally, or through his deputy or any person regularly 
employed in the Department, within a reasonable time, and in a 
designated place Within the District, subject each such person to 
a personal written examination relating to such person's knowl-
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edge of the kind or kinds of business to which the license may 
extend and his competency to act as such policy-writing agent, 
soliciting agent, broker, or salaried company employee. The Super
intendent may in his discretion limit the scope of such examina
tion to such particular kind or kinds of business in which the 
person to be licensed is to be principally engaged. Following such 
examination the Superintendent shall issue such license as may be 
applied for when he is satisfied that the person to be licensed is (a) 
competent and trustworthy and intends to act in good faith in the 
capacity involved by the license applied for, and that not more 
than 25 percent of his commission income from business to which 
the license applies will result from policies the premiums on 
which are paid or are to be paid in the manner set forth in para
graph (f) of section 36; and (b) that he has a good business repu
tation and has had experience, training, or education, or is other
wise qualified in the line or lines of business in which the license 
would entitled h im to engage, and, except in the case of a non
resident broker or salaried company employee, is a resident of the 
District, or maintains his principal office for the conduct of such 
business in the District; and (c) is reasonably familiar with the 
insurance laws of the District, and with the provisions, terms, and 
conditions of the policies he is proposing to solicit, negotiate, or 
effect, and is worthy of a license. In the case of a nonresident 
applying for a broker's license, the Superintendent may waive the 
examination requirement and accept in lieu thereof evidence that 
the applicant holds a license as broker or agent in the State where 
his principal business is conducted. The Superintendent may also 
waive the examination requirement in the case of any person who 
has been licensed in the District prior to the effective date of this 
act. Licenses may be issued in the names of individuals, or in the 
names of firms, partnerships, or corporations, including banks, 
trust companies, real-estate offices, and building and loan associa
tions: Provided, That on such licenses there shall be listed the name 
of every member or officer of such firm, partnership, or corporation 
who solicits insurance or who countersigns policies: And pro
vided further, That such named persons shall be subject to all 
requirements of this act, and that no officer or employee of such 
organizations other than those specifically named in such license 
shall be required to comply with this section, unless the duties of 
such officers or employees include soliciting or the countersigning 
of policies. No person shall be licensed as agent, broker, or sala
ried company employee when it appears to the Superintendent that 
said license is sought primarily for the purpose of obtaining com
missions on policies on which he on his own account pays or is to 
pay the premiums, or on which the premiums are paid or are to 
be paid by any person who receives or is to receive any benefit, 
direct or indirect, from the commissions obtained, or on which the 
premiums are paid or are to be paid by any partnership, associa
tion, or corporation of which he is a member. 

SEc. 33. Effective dates of licenses and proration of fees: All 
licenses issued under this act shall date from the first of the month 
in which the application for license is made, and shall expire on 
the 30th day of April next succeeding, and payment of the fees for 
such licenses shall be prorated accordingly. 

SEc. 34. Temporary transfer of licenses: In the event of the death 
or disability of any person licensed as a policy-writing agent, 
soliciting agent, or salaried company employee, the Superintendent 
may transfer such license to another person without the payment 
of an additional fee, and may renew such license: Provided, how
ever, That no person shall act as a policy-writing agent, soliciting 
agent, or salaried company employee under any transferred license 
or renewal thereof for a period in excess of 6 consecutive months. 

SEc. 35. Renewal of licenses: Renewal of all expiring licenses shall 
be issued by the Superintendent upon application in writing by 
the applicant for any such license, subject to the conditions of 
section 36, and subject also to the provisions for examinations as 
set forth in section 32, upon payment of the applicable fee pre
scribed in section 42. 

SEc. 36. Revocation and suspension of licenses: The Superin
tendent may revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew the license of any 
policy-writing agent, soliciting agent, broker, or salaried company 
employee when and if, after investigation, it appears conclusively 
to the Superintendent that any license issued to such person was 
obtained by fraud or misrepresentation, or that such person has-

(a) Violated any of the provisions of the insurance laws of the 
District; or 

(b) Has failed within a reasonable time to remit to any company 
all moneys which he has collected, and to which the company is 
entitled; or 

(c) Has been guilty of rebating or has misrepresented the 
provisions of the policies which he is selling, or the policies of other 
companies; or 

(d) Has countersigned policies in blank; or that 
(e) More than 25 percent of his commission income from busi

ness to which the license applies results from policies the premiums 
on which are paid or are to be paid in the manner set forth in 
paragraph (f) of this section; or that 

(f) Said license is being used primarily for the purpose of obtain
ing commissions on policies on which he, on his own account, pays 
or is to pay the premiums, or on which the premiums are paid or 
are to be paid by any person who receives or is to receive any benefit, 
direct or indirect, from the commissions obtained, or on which the 
premiums are paid or are to be paid by any partnership, association. 
or corporation of which he is a member. 

Before the Superintendent shall revoke or suspend the license of 
any such person he shall give to such person an opportunity to be 
fully heard, and to introduce evidence in his behalf. 

SEc. 37. Unauthorized solicitation or representation: It shall be 
unlawful for any person, without conforming to the provisions of 
this act, directly or indirectly to represent himself as having au
thority to solicit, negotiate, effect, pr9cure, receive, or forward 
directly or indirectly any policy or renewal thereof, or to attempt to 
effect insurance, surety, or indemnity contracts covering any person 
or insurable interest in the District, or to countersign any policy 
or renewal thereof. 

SEc. 38. When license not required: The provisions of this act 
relating to the licensing of policy-writing agents, soliciting agents, 
salaried company employees, and brokers shall not apply to the sale 
of personal accident insurance in the ticket offices of railroad com
panies or other common carriers, or in the offices of travel bureaus, 
nor to the business of life insurance, fraternal-benefit societies, or 
ocean marine insurance, nor to insurance covering the property of 
railroad companies and other common carriers engaged in interstate 
commerce. 

SEC. 39. Unauthorized insurance: Except as provided in section 
41 of this act, no person shall act as agent in the District for any 
company which is not authorized to do business in the District, 
nor shall any person directly or indirectly negotiate for or solicit 
applications for policies of, or for membership in, any company 
which is not authorized to do business in the District. The term 
"company" as used in this section shall include any association, 
society, company, corporation, joint-stock company, individu.tl, 
partnership, trustee, or receiver engaged in the business of assum
ing risks of insurance, surety, or indemnity, and any Lloyd's organi
zation, assessment, or cooperative fire company, or any reciprocal 
or interinsurance exchange, fraternal beneficial association, order, 
or society, and any company, association, or society, whether organ
ized for profit or not, conducting a business, including any of the 
principles or feat.ures of insurance, surety, or indemnity. Any per
son who violates any provision of this section upon conviction shall 
be fined not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 for each offense, 
or be imprisoned for not more than 12 months, or both, and any 
such person shall be personally liable to any resident of the District 
having claim against any such unauthorized company under any 
policy which said person has solicited or negotiated, or has aided 
in soliciting or negotiating: Provided, That the provisions of this 
section shall not apply to any person who negotiates with an unau
thorized company for life insurance, or for policies covering his own 
property or interests, nor shall the provisions of this section apply 
to the officers, agents, or representatives of any company which is 
in process of organization under the laws of the District, and which 
is authorized temporarily to solicit or secure memberships or appli
cations for policies for the purpose of completing such organiza
tion. Prosecutions for violations of this section shall be upon infor
mation filed in the police court by the corporation counsel or any of 
his assistants. 

SEC. 40. Taxes paid by policyholder on premiums charged by un
authorized companies: Except as provided in section 41 of this act, 
and in lieu of taxes avoided, there is hereby levied and assessed a 
tax of 50 cents on each dollar or fractional part thereof of the 
premium hereafter charged by any unauthorized company for the 
making, renewal, continuation, or reinstatement of each policy 
covering any person, property, or insurable interests within the Dis
trict, when such policy is executed within or requires any act of 
performance in the District, and is issued to or for or in the name 
of or for the account of any person who does business in or who 
resides in the District: Provided, however, That marine or transpor
tation insurance upon property while the same is in the course of 
exportation from or importat1on into the District or upon vessels 
or craft engaged in interstate or foreign trade or commerce shall 
be exempt from the tax imposed by this section: And provided 
further, That premiums for reinsurance and premiums for policies 
of life insurance shall be exempt from the tax imposed by this 
section. Every such person to or for or in the name of or for the 
account of whom any such policy shall hereafter be issued, re
newed, continued, or reinstated shall withhold from each premium 
becoming due thereon after this act becomes effective the amount 
of tax hereby imposed, and pay the same to the collector of taxes 
for the District through the Superintendent within 10 days from the 
time such premiums become due. Every such person hereby re
quired to withhold and pay such tax is hereby made liable for such 
tax, and in case he willfully fails to withhold or truthfully account 
for and pay the same as herein provided, shall pay in addition to 
the amount of such tax a sum equal to 5 percent thereof, and 1 
percent additional for each month the tax remains unpaid, which 
sum shall be added to the tax and I>aid or collected therewith. 

SEc. 41. Licenses for lines in unauthorized companies: Any agent 
or broker licensed in the District may, upon payment of a license 
fee, as provided under section 42, be licensed to procure policies 
from companies which are not authorized to do business in the 
District where such person is, after diligent effort, unable to pro
cure policies to cover the kind or kinds of business required from 
companies duly authorized to transact business in the District. 
Each agent or broker so licensed shall pay to the collector of taxes, 
through the Superintendent, on February 1 and August 1 of each 
year, a sum equal to 2 percent of the amount of the gross pre
miums upon all kinds of policies procured by him during the imme
diately preceding 6 months' period ending December 31 and June 
30, respectively, and, in default of such payment, the Superintend
ent, through the corporation counsel, may bring suit to recover the 
same. Each agent or broker so licensed to procure policies from 
unauthorized companies shall execute and file with the Department 
on or before the lOth day of each month an affidavit covering the 
transactions of the previous calendar month, setting forth (1) the 

I 



6010 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE l\iAY 13 
description and location of the insured property or risk, and the 
name of the assured; (2) the amount insured in the policy or con
tract; (3) the gross premiums charged thereon; (4) the name of the 
company whose policy or contract is issued, and the kind or kinds 
of business effected; and ( 5) that said agent or broker after diligent 
effort was unable to procure the policies or contracts required to 
protect the property or risk described in the affidavit from com
panies duly authorized to transact business in the District. 

Each agent or broker so licensed to procure policies from unau
thorized companies shall keep a separate account of the business 
transacted thereunder, which sha.U be open at all times to the 
inspection of the Superintendent. The license provided for in this 
section may be revoked or renewal thereof refused for failure to 
pay the tax or to file the affidavit specified herein, or if the agent 
or broker procured policies from unauthorized companies without 
exercising diligent effort to secure the required business in duly 
authorized companies, or if the agent or broker procured policies 
from unauthorized companies whose standards of solvency and 
management do not meet the requirements necessary for the pro
tection of the policyholders. 

SEc. 42. License fees: Annual fees to be paid through the Super
intendent to the collector of taxes for licenses issued under this 
act shall be as follows: 

·(a) For policy-writing agent, or for firms, partnerships, or cor
porations licensed as such, $50, without regard to the number of 
companies represented: Provided, That, in the case of firms, part
nerships, and corporations, an additional fee of $5 shall be charged 
for each person in excess of two who is. named in such license as 
required under section 32 of this act. 

(b) For soliciting agent, $5 for each company represented by 
such soliciting agent, or for each company represented by any 
policy-writing agent through which such soliciting agent solicits: 
Provided, That no soliciting agent shall be required to pay for 
soliciting agents' licenses a sum in excess of $15 for any one license 
year. 

(c) For salaried company employee authorized to sign policies 
and to solicit insurance, $50, without regard to the number of 
companies represented by such salaried company employee. 

(d) For salaried company employee authorized to solicit but 
not authorized to sign policies, $5 for each company represented by 
said employee: Provided, That the aggregation of such fees shall 
not exceed $15 for any one license year. 

. (e) For nonresident or resident brokers, $25, except that the 
fee shall be $5 in case the applicant for a resident broker's 
license is subject also to the fee prescribed under paragraphs (a) 
or (c) hereof. 

(f) For license to procure lines in unauthorized companies, $15. 
(g) Under the license issued to any policy-writing agent or 

salaried company employee, or in the name of any firm, partner
ship, or corporation as provided under section 32 of this act, and 
for which license a fee has been paid in accordance with para
graph (a) or (c) hereof, there may be added names of persons 
who are employed in or who actively function through the District 
office of the policy-writing agent, salaried company employee, or 
firm, partnership, or corporation, and who have company au
thority to sign but not to solicit policies. For such persons there 
shall be charged a fee of $1 per year for each company whose poli
cies such person is authorized to sign. 

(h) Broker's licenses may be issued in the names of individuals, 
firms, partnerships, or corporations. In the case of firms, part
nerships, or corporations, the authority to solicit shall extend only 
to the individuals who are designated in the license and in the 
application therefor as having authority to solicit, and there shall 
be charged for each such individual in excess of two an additional 
fee of $5. 

(i) Licenses to procure lines in unauthorized companies shall 
be issued in the names of individuals only. 

SEc. 43. Testimony; production of books: No person shall be 
excused from testifying or from producing books, accounts, and 
papers in any proceeding based upon ot growing out of any violation 
of the provisions of this act, on the ground or for the reason that 
the testimony or evidence, documentary or otherwise, required of 
him may tend to incriminate him or subject him to penalty or for
feiture; but no person having so testified shall be prosecuted or 
subjected to any penalty or forfeiture for or on account of any 
transaction, matter, or thing concerning which he may have testi
fied or produced any documentary evidence: Provided, That no 
person so testifying shall be exempted from prosecution or punish
ment for perjury: Provided further, That the immunity hereby 
conferred shall extend only to a natural person who, in obedience 
to a subpena, gives testimony under oath or produces evidence, 
documentary or otherwise, under oath. 

SEc. 44. Penalties not otherwise prescribed: Any person who 
violates any of the provisions of this act, or fails to comply with 
any duty imposed upon such person by any of the provisions of this 
act, for which violation or failure no penalty is elsewhere provided 
by this act, or by the laws of the District, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined for each offense not exceeding $1,000 or be impris
oned for not more than 12 months, or both. Prosecutions author
ized by this section shall be upon information filed in the police 
court by the corporation counsel or any of his assistants. 

SEC. 45. Any appeal from Superintendent to Commissioners: Any 
person aggrieved by any action of the Superintendent may, within 
20 days after such action was taken, appeal in writing from such 
action to the Commissioners. The hearings on said appeal may be 
~ither orally or in writing at the discretion of the Commissioners, 
and they shall not be required to take evidence on such appeal. 

The decision of the Commissioners on any question of fact on such 
appeal shall be final and conclusive, except the appeal provided for 
herein shall not affect the right to proceed under the provisions of 
section 46. 

SEc. 46. Court proceedings: Any person affected by an order, rul
ing, proceeding, or action of the superintendent, or any person act
ing in his behalf and at his instance, may contest the validity of the 
same in any court of competent jurisdiction through any ap
propriate proceedings. In said proceedings and appeals said Super
intendent shall not be taxed with any coots, nor shall he be re
quired to give any supersedeas bond or security for costs or damages 
on any appeal whatsoever. Said Superintendent shall not be liable 
to suit or action or for any judgment or decree for any damages, 
loss, or injury claimed by any person on any appeal taken by said 
Superintendent in any case, nor shall said Superintendent be 
required in any case to make any deposit for costs or pay for any 
service to the clerks of any court or to any marshal of the United 
States. 

SEc. 47. Repeals: All laws or parts of laws, insofar as they relate 
to business affected hereby, and are in conflict with any of the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 48. Constitutionality: Should any section or provision of this 
act be held unconstitutional or invalid, the validity of the act as a 
whole, or of any part thereof, other than the part decided to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, shall not be affected. 

SEc. 49. Effective date of act: Except where otherwise specifically 
provided herein, this act shall become effective 30 days after 
approval. 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, this proposed legislation 
provides higher standards of solvency, management, and con
duct of the business of fire, marine, and casualty insurance 
in the District and extends the scope of the authority of the 
superintendent of insurance comparable to that he now has 
under the Life Insurance Act. This legislation would author
ize the superintendent of insurance to revoke or suspend the 
authority to do business of any company which is impaired 
in capital or surplus, which is insolvent, in such condition 
that further business would be hazardous to policyholders or 
creditors, or the public, has refused to pay a valid judgment, 
has violated the laws of the District or exceeded its charter 
powers, or similar deficiencies. This legislation is deemed 
very necessary and has the approval of the Commissioners 
and the Bureau of the Budget. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
was read the third time, and passed, and a motion to recon
sider was laid on the table. 

RECORDER OF DEEDS BUILDING IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9114) 
authorizing advancements from the Federal Emergency Ad
ministration of Public Works for the construction of a re
corder of deeds building in the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes, and ask unanimous consent that the bill may 
be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the 

gentleman from Indiana? 
There being no objection, the Clerk read the bill, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioners of the District of 

Columbia are hereby authorized to accept advancements for the 
District of Columbia from the Federal Emergency Administration 
of Public Works, created by the National Industrial Recovery Act, 
and said Administration with the approval of the President is 
authorized to advance to said Commissioners the sum of $500,000. 
or any part thereof, in addition to any sums heretofore advanced 
to the District of Columbia by said Administration, out of funds 
authorized by law for said Administration, for the acquisition, 
purcha.se, construction, and establishment of a building for the 
office of the recorder of deeds to be located on premises now 
known as 515 D Street Northwest, where was formerly the old 
police court building, as recommended by a committee appointed 
by the Commissioners under order of January 12, 1940, or upon 
such other area or areas as shall be approved by said Commis
sioners and the National Capital . Park and Planning Commis
sion, and the making of such advances is hereby included among 
the purposes for which funds heretofore appropriated or au
thorized for said Administration, including funds appropriated 
by the Public Works Administration Appropriation Act of 1938. 
may be used, in atldition to the other purposes specified in the 
respective acts appropriating or authorizing said funds. 

SEc. 2. The sum authorized by section 1 hereof, or any part 
thereof shall, when advanced, be available to the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia for the acquisition by dedication, 
purchase, or condemnation of the fee-simple title to land, or 
rights or easements in land, for the public uses authorized by 
this act, and for the preparation of plans, designs, estimates, 
models, and specifications; and for architectural and other neces
sary professional services required for carrying out the provisions 
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of this act without reference to the Classification Act of 1923, 
as amended, and section 3709 of the Revised Statutes; for ~he 
construction of a recorder of deeds building, including materials 
and labor, heating, lighting, elevators, plumbing, landscaping, 

· and all other appurtenances, and the purchase and installation 
of machinery, furniture, equipment, apparatus, and any and 
all other expenditures necessary for or incident to the complete 
construction and equipment for use of the aforesaid building and 
plant. All contracts, agreements, and proceedings in court for 
condemnation or otherwise, pursuant to this act shall be had 
and made in accordance with existing provisions of law except 
as otherwise herein provided. 

SEc. 3. That the Federal Emergency Administration of Public 
Works shall be repaid 55 per centum of any moneys advanced 
under section 1 of this act in annual installments over a period 
of not to exceed 25 years with interest thereon for the period 
of amortization: Provided, That such sums as may be necessary 
for the reimbursement herein required of the District of Columbia, 
and for the payment of interest, shall be included in the annual 
estimates of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, the 
first reimbursement to be made on June 30, 1944: Provided_ fur
ther, That whenever the District of Columbia is under obligation 
by virtue of the provisions of section 4 of Public Act No. 284, 
Seventy-first Congress, reimbursement under that act shall not 
be less than $300,000 in any one fiscal year. 

SEC. 4. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall submit with their annual estimates to the Congress a report 
of their activities and expenditures under section 1 of this act. 

SEc. 5. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
are not authorized to borrow any further sum or sums under the 
provisions of an act of Congress known as Public Law No. 465, 
Seventy-third Congress, approved June 25, 1934, as amended by 
Public Law No. 51, Seventy-fourth Congress, approved May 6, 1935. 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this legisla
tion is merely to. authorize the District Commissioners to 
secure funds to construct a building for the recorder of deeds 
here. There is a real need for such a structure, and this 
measure is merely to call attention to this fact. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
was read the third time, and passed, and a motion to recon
sider was laid on the table. 

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, this concludes the business 
of the District of Columbia for today. 

OUR TROJAN HORSE 
The SPEAKER. Under special order of the House hereto

fore made, the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BRADLEY] is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, every Member 
of this House, every man, woman, and child in this Nation, is 
alarmed by the terrific spread of this conflagration in Europe. 
There seems to be no further question that today we are 
living in a world gone mad. We must face the issue squarely 
and impassionately. We must keep our heads, stand squarely 
on both feet. 

But, Mr. Speaker, self-preservation is the first law of na
ture; hence our first duty must be to look out for ourselves. 
to protect ourselves, to guard ourselves against any possible 
unnecessary involvement in this catastrophe. If possible, we 
must keep out of it, so that when it ends America will still 
remain the beacon light of freedom to the rest of the world. 
We always have been; let us hope we can always remain so. 
All our hearts and our sympathies are with those small 
nations who have felt that iron heel of a ruthless, blood
thirsty invader. 

But to me the most alarming thing about the war news 
from Europe is that in each case the invasion has been made 
possible mainly bec~use of Trojan horse tactics adopted by 
the invader. Let us be on our guard against the appearance 
of a Trojan horse anywhere in this land of ours. Let no 
"fifth column" gain a foothold in this land. Now, I have no 
desire to be an alarmist, no desire to be unfair to anyone, but 
I do feel it is my duty to here and now make public certain 
information of which I have recently become possessed. 

Mr. Speaker, I intend to prove to this House that there 
is in this land a Trojan horse, a Trojan horse that we have 
had with us for some time, that I have spoken about pre
viously on this floor. I refer to the Trojan horse in our 
merchant marine. He is in there, make no mistake about 
it. One needs to go no further than the indisputable testi
mony before the Dies committee to learn that he exists. 
Several weeks ago our very able colleague from Wisconsin 

[Mr. KEEFE] very ably pointed to the activities of certain 
subversive elements operating in the Canal Zone and on our 
Panama Railroad ships. His accusations to this day have 
gone unanswered. Oh, I do not care whether you call him 
a Communist, a Nazi, or a Fascist. He is still an un-Ameri.., 
can Trojan horse. But the time is here when we must find 
out how he got into our merchant marine in the first place; 
how he thrives there now. I want to give this House some 
thoughts on this matter this afternoon. 

May I say at the outset, Mr. Speaker, that I have the great
est love and admiration for the American seaman. We have 
ever been dependent upon the seafaring man for our very 
existence. America would not have been discovered had it 
not been for those who go down to the sea in ships. Many 
portions of our country would have been absolutely incapable 
of development had it not been for our seamen. 

For the past 28 years I have been intimately connected 
with water transportation, for it was back in 1912 that my 
father helped to develop the self-unloading type of Great 
Lakes freighter. My father passed on in 1928, but some of 
these boats still sail the Lakes proudly carrying his name. 
And I am more than proud to say that the largest boat on 
fresh water anywhere in the world carries his name. For 
18 years I served as an employee of that company, but solely 
as an employee-never as a stockholder nor in any way a 
part owner. Today I have no connection whatsoever with 
that boat line-or any other--excepting by way of senti
ment, because I am proud to say that many of the best friends 
I have in this world follow the water. Many of the men 
who started back with my father in 1912 are still proudly 
sailing on those boats. They have never known what it 
was to have a labor disturbance-they have always made 
the highest wages ever paid to seamen on any boats any
where in the world. The employers have constantly striven 
to give those men the best possible in the way of healthy 
and safe operating conditions. So, Mr. Speaker, I feel fully 
justified in arising at this time to come to the defense of 
those loyal Americans who follow the seas for their livelihood, 
but who, at this very moment, are being undermined by the 
Trojan horse of un-Americanism. So with that foreword, 
let us get down to facts. . 

Mr. DITTER. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Yes. 
Mr. DITTER. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that all of us 

should take a pride in the splendid traditions that our dis
tinguished colleague exemplifies, the result of heritages that 
are his, coming from his father. I feel that we should join 
in a word of compliment and in saying that he does carry 
on those traditions and has carried them on during the course 
of his work here in the House. I believe that he is to be com
mended for the conscientious way in which he has rendered 
services so generously here in the House, and for the courage 
and conviction with which he has approached the problems 
presented to him. I feel that he exemplifies in every way 
those splendid traditions of the men of the sea that have 
helped make America. [Applause.] 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his observation. May I say that I have a 
lot of ground to cover here this afternoon in the short time 
left to me, and I would appreciate it if I am not asked to 
yield further. I do appreciate the compliments of the gen
tleman from Pennsylvania. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, about 3 weeks after Mr. Harry Hopkins 
assumed the office of Secretary of Commerce-back in Jan
uary 23, 1939-a conference was held in his office. At this 
conference three men were present: Mr. Hopkins himself, 
Mr. Joseph Curran, president of the National Maritime Union 
of the C. I. 0., and still chairman of Mr. John L. Lewis' 
maritime committee, and the third man was Mr. Ralph 
Emerson, then legislative representative for the maritime 
unions within the C. I. 0. The better part of that particular 
afternoon was spent in discussing the future policy -to be 
pursued by the Department of Commerce for maritime labor. 
It is but natural to assume that those present were especially 
interested in adopting some policies which might be pre
ferred by Mr. Curran and his C. I. 0. group. Mr. Hopkins 
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listened and finally decided that in view of the many complex 
problems involved, he wculd turn the responsibilities of these 
maritime matters over to one in whom he had implicit 
confidence. 

When Mr. Hopkins had been the boss of the Works Prog
ress Administration, his right-hand man was one David K. 
Niles, his brother-in-law, who conducted the radical Ford Hall 
Forum in Boston. So it was but natural that he turn over this 
complex maritime problem to Mr. Niles. Now he is reputed to 
be somewhat of a left-wing Progressive and has always been 
quite popular in the inner New Deal circles. As a matter 
of fact he should be, for it was he who is reported to have 
inveigled John L. Lewis into contributing some $450,000 to 
the New Deal campaign fund back in 1936, while at ·the 
same time he also solicited other large contributions from 
large employers of labor. So, when it was decided that Mr. 
Niles was thereafter to become the boss of the maritime 
industry-particularly the maritime-labor policies-Mr. Hop
kins boldly assured the other two conferees-Mr. Curran 
and Mr. Emerson-that "from now on things would be dif
ferent," and they were. 

In a remarkably short time Mr. Niles was established in 
e. large suite of offices in the Commerce Building. There 
were no nameplates on the doors of these offices to signify 
what titles the occupants bore. In fact it was some months 
later before Mr. Niles was officially designated as Director of 
Personnel for the Department of Commerce. 

This man Niles was a man of action. He no more than 
settled himself in his chair than he began to assume a 
great deal of authority over the entire Department of Com
merce. Various bureau chiefs were called in and told that 
from now on they would get their instructions from his 
office on certain matters of policy. Some of the assistant 
secretaries to Mr. Hopkins, who had been key men under 
the Roper administration were relegated to the background, 
or, as in the case of Mr. Bell, of the Bureau of Fisheries, 
found it convenient to resign. Hence it was natural for all 
those in any minor capacity to realize that they had a new 
boss from whom to take orders-or else. Legislative bills, 
referred to the Department for opinion, apparently received 
their final blessing or condemnation in Mr. Niles' office. It 
must have been somewhat embarrassing to some of the legal 
experts of the Department to find themselves writing opinions 
on legislation which had to conform to Mr. Niles' decision. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, from reams and reams of testimony 
before the Dies committee, we have been told that the 
National Maritime Union of the C. I. 0. is controlled by the 
Communist Party. I am forced to come to that conclusion 
myself-but in arriving at that conclusion-! want it em
phatically understood that I cast no aspersions on the loyalty 
of by far the larger part of the rank and file of that union. 
Labor has a right to organize in this country. No man 
could . stand more sincerely on the floor of this House to 
defend that right, to protect themselves against the abuses 
of some selfish employers, than myself. But just as em
phatically shall I ever insist that each man shall ever be 
free to join th€ union of his own free ·choice-or no union 
at all. But in the case of the National Maritime Union, the 
rank and file seem to have no control over their leaders. 
Members of the rank and file have told me that they know 
there are Communists in the union, that they know their 
leaders are controlled by the Communists and that they pray 
that Congress will come to their aid and help them drive 
these vultures out of their nests of carrion. 

I want to say again that I do not care whether these officials 
have admitted before the Dies committee, or any other 
committee, that they are, or have been Communists, or that 
they approve of the Communists' work, but I do want to say, 
Mr. Speaker, that those birds are un-American, and I 
charge right now that those men are not working in the 
interests of labor, they are working for their own selfish 
means and they would just as soon sell out to either 
Mussolini or Hitler as to Stalin. And there is the hazard 
to this country. There is the Trojan horse in our merchant 
marine. They are the birds that would be the first to 

sabotage our merchant marine if we should be unfortunate 
enough as to be dragged into this European holocaust. 

Now, in order to study this whole question let us first take 
a flying trip to the west coast. Let us see what happened. 
The dangerous fact that I want to point out to you Members 
of the House is this: The policies advocated by the leaders 
of the National Maritime Union and by the Maritime Feder
ation of the Pacific, controlled by Harry Bridges, were imme
diately put into effect by Niles and are still being carried out. 

· For example the Maritime Commission for some time directly 
operated a fleet of merchant ships for the United States 
Government. Now, Mr. SP€aker, the Maritime Commission 
is a part of the United States Government, a part of your 
Government and mine, a part of a Government that is sup
posed to be of, by, and for all the P€Ople of this Nation. The 
Maritime Commission very justifiably considered that the 
empioyees of those ships were Government employees and, 
therefore, would not permit the National Labor Relations 
Board to conduct elections on those ships for the certifica
tion of collective-bargaining· agencies. I have told you that 
the Communist Party has control of the National Maritime 
Union, and, therefore, because most of the crews on those 
ships were made up almost entirely of C. I. 0. seamen, the 
Communist Party in this country wanted absolute control 
over those ships. Regardless of the Communist Party angle, 
we have here this spectacle-to me a disgusting one-of 
having fellows like Joe Curran, Harry Bridges, and a few 
more, coming to an agency of the United States Government 
and telling them bluntly that from now on you and I, the 
people of the United States, shall be permitted to employ on 
our own boats· only those American citizens, or aliens, who 
are paying tribute for the privilege of working to a bunch 
of birds like Bridges and CUrran. 

The Maritime Commission remained adamant in its posi
tion in regard to hiring its own seamen and refused to obtain 
them from the privately operated hiring halls of the C. I. 0. 
maritime unions, but instead obtained them from the ship
ping lists kept in the United States Shipping Commissioners' 
offices set up in the various principal American ports. These 
shipping commissioners are employees of the Bureau of 
Marine Inspection and Navigation of the Department of 
Commerce. Therefore, in order to circumvent the Maritime 
Commission's decision, Curran and his tribe endeavored to 
have Niles close up the shipping registers so the Maritime 
Commission would be forced to do business only with the 
C. I. 0. maritime unions. 

Now, gentlemen, wherever you see an employment bureau 
you usually find unemplo~ed men congregated, either inside 
or out, waiting for a chance to get a job. This is particu-
larly true in the case of the seamen because we are all aware 
of the fact that the docks, particularly on the seaboard, 

· range over a tremendous amount of water front. In the 
port of New York alone these docks range over a distance 
of 200 miles. Therefore, it is natural that the seamen con!. 
gregate around the employment halls. There is a definite 
need for them and the Government recognized it and, there
fore, set up these Shipping Commissioners' offices. 

But now, Mr. Speaker, what do we find? After Curran 
and his tribe conferred with Niles, there was issued from 
the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation a memo
randum, No. 228, dated May 12, 1939, which I hold here in 
my hand and from which I quote as follows: 

The Shipping Commissioner's office will be open at usual times 
to seamen who, under the law, have legitimate business with the 
Shipping Commissioner. 

And that includes applying for a job, but now get this
There shall be no waiting room or assembly hall maintained by 

the Shipping Commissioner, and seamen will not be permitted to 
wait in the Shipping Commissioner's office while seeking employ
ment. 

Again, on June 21, 1939, there emerged Bureau Memoran
dum No. 233 containing the same instructions. 

These orders were, of course, carried out and naturally a 
lot of confusion resulted and the seaman, if you please, being 
denied the privilege of waiting in a government hall owned 
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by him-by you and me-naturally was forced to go to the 
National Maritime Union's hiring halls. It is interesting 
to note right here that Curran and his crowd had no faith 
that orders from Washington would be carried out, and so 
they even picketed the shipping commissioner's office at 
45 Broadway in New York City to make doubly certain 
that no free American seamen living under our free flag would 
be permitted to exercise his rights guaranteed to him by an 
act of this Congress. 

Now there came a time when the Maritime Commission 
decided to put into operation a trade route from Seattle, 
Wash., to the Far East. These vessels were to be operated 
first entirely by the Commission until a suitable and proper 
bid could be obtained from a private operator. When this 
fiendish .alien, Harry Bridges; learned of this plan, he de
manded that all seamen to man these Government-owned 
ships must be obtained from and through the West Coast 
C. I. 0. Maritime Union hiring halls. This bird Bridges is 
no little puddle duck. He goes after things in a big way, 
and so he told the Maritime Commission, this Government 
agency of ours, if you please, that if they did not man these 
boats according to his instructions he would shut up the 
entire Pacific coast again and pull another general strike 
tying up all American shipping on the Pacific coast. 

Again, more power to Admiral Land and his Maritime 
Commission. They told Mr. Bridges to do just exactly what 
you and I would do-and where he could go-and I do. not 
think it took more than four words to tell him. I leave it to 
you to guess those words. 

But Mr. Bridges, undaunted by a Government order, if you 
please-and who is that alien to. be awed by the United States 
Government, when he does not even live under its laws, but 
does not hesitate to demand its protection? What does he do? 
He threatened to throw a picket line around these ships; as a 
matter of fact, he did when they arrived at the Pacific ports, 
keeping those ships-steamship Coldbrook and steamship 
Satartia-tied to the dock from June 1 to September of 1939. 
Meanwhile, he came down to Washington to see his friend 
Niles. He also conferred with then Attorney General Frank 
Murphy, hoping to get a ruling from him that would place the 
operation of all Maritime Commission ships-owned by the 
Government-publicly owned-on the same basis as those 
owned by private interest, and, therefore, subject to the Wag
ner Act. He also had a conference with his friend, Dr. Lewis 
Bloch, a member of the Maritime Labor Board, whom he had 
been largely instrumental in putting into office, but the real 
conference, of course, was with Mr. David K. Niles. 

Mr. Speaker, Bridges had an interesting trip; among other 
things, he appeared before the Merchant Marine and Fish
eries Committee of this House, which was then holding hear
ings on H. R. 4051, which was a bill to amend section 301 of 
the Merchant Marine Act of 1936. As a matter of fact, he 
appeared almost exactly a year ago today, May 10, and I have 
here the record of the hearings before that committee. Some 
of you Members here may recall there was some question as 
to whether or not Mr. Bridges should be permitted to testify, 
in view of the fact that he was not an American citizen. My 
able colleague the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. KEEFE], 

whom I succeeded on the Merchant Marine Committee, even 
called for a vote to decide whether or not Bridges should be 
permitted to testify. That the committee voted to so permit 
him was simply because he was presumably the duly selected 
representative of the West Coast Longshoremen, which he 
stated had a membership of some 25,000 men, most of whom, 
as I have said earlier, are red-blooded, loyal American citi
zens. In the course of his testimony, he stated this: 

Our opinions definitely are that the employees concerned (those 
on the Maritime Commission ships) are not Government em
ployees. It is not our personal opinion, or the opinion of our 
organization; it is sustained by the best legal talent we have been 
able to acquire, as well as the legal counsel or opinions from other 
Government departments, as well as the facts and procedure that 
we have already experienced over a period of years. 

Asked by the chairman what departments he had con
sulted, Bridges named the counsels and officials of the Treas-

ury Department, Department of Commerce, Department of 
Labor, and the Maritime Labor Board. 

Now I am not going to burden this House by reading more 
out of this document, because it is all available to you, but I 
do want to point out this: That our able colleague, the gentle
man from New Jersey [Mr. HART] endeavored to learn by re
peated questioning from Mr. Bridges the names of the Gov
ernment officials with whom he had consulted-the men he 
said had given him this opinion-and the only names that 
Mr. Bridges mentioned were David K. Niles and Mr. Steve 
Gibbons, then assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury. In
cidentally, it is quite interesting to note that Mr. Bridges 
pointed out that their seamen and theirs alone-those who 
were paying tribute to him-were the only ones who might be 
employed or permitted to work on other Government craft 
operated on the Pacific, and he mentioned, specifically, light
house tenders of the Treasury Department, also Coast and 
Geodetic Survey ships operated by the Department of Com
merce, and stated further: 

The Department of the Interior operates vessels under a direct 
written agreement with us, with men of our organization. 

So, we see Honest Harold, too, enters the picture. I under
stand his name has recently been changed to Donald Duck 
because he qua.cks and quacks and quacks, and does not lay 
any eggs. 

Again we have the disgusting spectacle of a department of 
this Government, of, by, and for all the people, entering into 
a contract with a bird like Bridges saying that only free 
American citizens who pay tribute to Bridges shall be per
mitted to work on craft which they, themselves, own. 

Now reading further in the hearings, gentlemen, we find 
Bridges testifying that he is not a Communist. For, under 
direct questioning by our very able colleague the gentleman 
from Alabama EMr. BOYKIN], he denied that he was or ever 
had been a Communist, but he did state: 

It seems to me, in my experience, that Communists are active 
everywhere. It is a question cf what their activities are concern~d 
with that generally causes trouble. 

I agree with him-and then again on a direct question from 
the gentleman from Ahibama [Mr. BOYKIN], "Have you ever 
counseled with them or cooperated with them?" Mr. 
Bridges replied, "I have." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us leave the Pacific coast for a while, 
and come back inland to the Inland Waterways Corporation, 
another Government owned and operated shipping industry. 
The Inland Waterways Corporation operates the well-known 
Federal Barge Line on the Mississippi River, and its various 
tributaries. This is one of the few Government enterprises 
that I know of that actually has shown a profit, although the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RICH] may charge that it 
is merely a paper profit. However he may feel about it, their 
annual report for 1938, copy of which you all received, shows 
that in that year they had a net income from the operation 
of the Federal Barge Line, the Warrior River Terminal Co., 
and several smaller subsidiaries of $1,105,449.71 as compared 
to $253,935.49 in 1937. The Inland Waterways Corporation 
was then being operated under ·che War Department, and the 
chairman of the board and president was Maj. Gen. T. Q. 
Ashburn. 

Now, let us turn to page 12 of this 1938 report under the 
heading "Labor Conditions." We find that General Ashburn 
reports as follows: 

The most important event in the terminal department during 
the year 1938 was the complete unionization · of the terminal 
laborers on the lower Mississippi from New Orleans to St. Louis. 
This reached a climax in April when it was necessary to stop 
operations for 12 days, until we came to an agreement with the 
Congress of Industrial Organization and the American Federation 
of Labor Unions. 

Being unable to get together on wages, we, however, reached 
a decision to submit the wage rates to an arbitration board ap
pointed by the Department of Labor, and to abide by its decision. 
This Board carried on an investigation and established the rates 
at the various terminals, which we are now paying. In the signing 
of our contracts with the unions, we have had all the trouble that 
goes with new unions. Although in all of our contracts we called 
for arbitration of all disputes and no cessation of work for any 
cause whatever, our men have repeatedly failed to carry out 
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their part of the contract with us, and we have experienced strikes 
at Cairo, Memphis, Helena, Baton Rouge, St. Louis, and Peoria. 
Most of the strikes were over matters of a minor nature which 
could have been easily settled by arbitration. We have spent the 
greater part of the year trying to make the men realize what a 
contract meant, and they were supposed to live up to their agree
ment. 

So, it would appear that General Ashburn was having his 
trouble, and now let us see if we can dig into the bottom of 
that mess. 

Mr. ANDERSON of California. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. I regret that I have not the 
time to yield, but I thank the gentleman for his interest. 

Now enters the picture one Felix Siren; he is one of Joe 
Curran's chief lieutenants and a well-known Communist in 
maritime-labor circles. He was actively engaged in attempt
ing to organize the inland boatmen working on harbor craft 
around the port of New York and trying to bring them under 
the control of the National Maritime Union. His direct 
superiors were the Communist Party leaders in New York, 
Tommy Ray and AI Lannon-alias AI Vittiri-both of whom 
were referred to by our colleague the gentleman from Wis
consin [Mr. KEEFE] and are exposed in the book "We Accuse." 
But in the port of New York the American Federation of 
Labor's longshoremen's union, known as the International 
Longshoremen's Association, had too strong a hold on the 
harbor through their affiliates among the harbor boatmen, 
and so the Communist Party program to control New York 
Harbor fell rather flat, with a thud. 

Now this bird, Felix Siren, is apparently quite a tough guy. 
He gets real tough. He carries a gun. · 

Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand a photostatic copy of the 
official court records of the case of the people of the State of 
New York, ex rei. Frank Harris, against the Warden, dated 
December 23, 1937. I will not take the time of this House 
to read through all of this testimony; and, incidentally, I will 
not particularly compliment the official stenographer that 
took down this testimony. The gist of the case, however, is 
this: It appears that there was one Frank Harris. He was an 
organizer under the direction of Felix Siren. While Siren 
was head of the organizing committee for the boatmen in 
New York Harbor, he attempted at all times to have Com
munist Party members appointed as his assistants. However, 
occasionally some militant trade-unionist who was not a 
Communist Party member would get on his staff, and Siren 
would take on these fellows in the hopes of converting them 
over to the Communist Party. Frank Harris was one of these 
men, and through him and through this particular case of 
which I have the record here it was divulged to the public that 
every organizer on Siren's committee was forced to kick
back a part of his weekly pay earnings to the Communist 
Party. After he had first refused to kick-back any of his 
wages to Siren and was threatened with dismissal, and need
ing a job, Harris finally agreed to kick-back $5 a week, and 
in return he received a regular receipt from the Communist 
Party. After several pay periods had gone by, Siren decided 
that Harris was then ripe to join the Communist Party and 
demanded that he join or get out. Harris begged off, stating 
he knew nothing of politics and preferred to keep out of the 
party. However, Siren became suspicious and discharged 
him, and it was when Harris came back to him to get the 
balance of the money due him for his wages that Siren de
manded that he return to him the receipts which he had re
ceived from the Communist Party kick-backs. When Har
ris told him that he did not have these receipts, Siren refused 
to give him the money. The money was there, however, and 
Harris grabbed it, and it was then that Siren pulled a gun on 
him and threatened to shoot him if he did not immediately 
turn over those receipts. Harris grappled with him, and the 
gun went off in the air, and then the police entered in, and 
the court case is the result. 

So this is the fellow Siren who was sent to the Gulf by the 
Communist Party to try and help organize the various mari
time groups around New Orleans and almost immediately got 
in trouble with the police down there during the teamsters' 
strike and was escorted to the city limits by the New Orleans 

police and told to get out and stay out. So he then went up 
along the Mississippi River, acting through the front men of 
the Communist Party within the National Maritime Union. 
Here he was told to go ahead and organize all of the e~
ployees of the Federal Barge Line. Evidently an understand
ing had been reached in Washington between certain New 
Deal officials and their contacts in the War Department 
whereby the C. I. 0. would be permitted to carry on an 
organizational campaign among the workers on these barges. 

No protest was made by the War Department as to their 
employees on the Federal Barge Line being classified as Fed
eral Government workers, but everyone concerned was given 
to understand that these employees would be regarded as 
having the same status as employees for a private corpora
tion. It is interesting to note, bowever, that no attempt was 

. made to have the N. L. R. :a. intervene in this situation to 
determine the proper collective-bargaining agency because it 
was felt that any intervention by the Labor Relations Board 
might result in too much publicity and cause some question 
to arise as to whether or not the employees of a Government 
owned and operated corporation would become subject to the 
Wagner Act. Siren continued his organization work very 
quietly. In that work he imported several Communist Party 
lieutenants to help him carry on and to establish on the 
river a nucleus for the Communist Party. And just as soon 
as the Communist Party felt that it was strong enough they 
suddenly presented to the Federal Barge Line a set of de
mands, which included the closed shop for the C. I. 0. 

General Ashburn agreed to enter into negotiations with 
Siren, after realizing that there could be no expectations of 
assistance from the New Deal in resisting the inroads of the 
Communist Party upon his domain. In fact, pressure was 
also put upon him by the Department of Labor, which 
assigned a conciliator, one Major Estes, to bring the two 
parties to an agreement if possible. 

A conference was held in Washington, at which time there 
were present General Ashburn and his ranking assistants 
from the Federal Barge Line, Felix Siren for the employees
and also for the Communist Party-Major Estes from the 
Department of Labor, and Ralph Emerson for the maritime 
unions of the C. I. 0. All points that were in dispute were 
settled at this conference, and it was agreed that Ashburn 
should meet with Siren in St. Louis within a few days to con
summate the agreement. This was done, and the C. I. 0. 
was practically given a closed shop on a silver platter. 

However, Siren and his greedy advisers were not content 
to let well enough alone, and so the old Trojan horse went 
to work to get rid of Ashburn because they felt that he was 
wise to their game and they feared some time in the future 
he might possibly buck their machine. Therefore, it was with 
great rejoicing that the President's reorganization plan was 
announced, and it was found that the Inland Waterways Cor
poration was to be transferred to the Department of Com
merce. Siren immediately contacted Emerson and arranged 
for a conference with David Niles to discuss the policy of the 
Federal Barge Line. A lengthy conference was held in Niles' 
office, at which both Siren and Emerson were present. That 
conference can be summarized briefly b:· stating Niles' parting 
words, "Ashburn would be taken care of in the near future"
and he was. General Ashburn is now in private life and has 
been since November 15, 1939. Thus we see that once more 
through the well-known tactics of the Trojan horse we have 
a blitzkrieg put on a trusted Federal official, Maj. Gen. 
T. Q. Ashburn, who had successfully operated the Federal 
Barge Line for 15 years, having been appointed to his post '!s)y 
President Calvin Coolidge, and having survived the New Deal 
for almost 7 years. 

Mr. Speaker, to me there is one interesting aftermath to 
the preceding discussion. Yesterday it was my privilege to 
read this speech to General Ashburn personally, because I 
wanted to be certain that my statements were in accord with 
the facts. The general told me that while the Inland Water
ways was under the jurisdiction of the Department of Com
merce, he many times received word that Mr. Niles insisted 
upon this or that procedure, but to this day General Ashburn 
has never met Mr. Niles or had the privilege of even talking 
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to him. Mr. Niles never once gave him an order direct, nor 
did he ever show him the courtesy of a. visit, yet relayed his 
orders through others. General Ashburn found that those 
orders had to be carried out. Shortly before his dismissal the 
general received a letter of warm personal commendation 
from the President of the United States, and yet when it was 
announced that he was to be dismissed, despite all of the per
sonal pressure and political pressure he could bring to bear, 
General Ashburn was denied even the privilege of presenting 
his side of the controversy to the President of the United 
States. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us continue our transcontinental 
journey eastward until we come to the Great Lakes, on which 
I live and with the welfare of whose seamen I am so much 
concerned. How is my friend, the Trojan horse, proceeding 
to operate on the Great Lakes to undermine those seamen 
of whom I am so proud and with whom I was so long 
associated? 

To understand the past history of the Trojan horse on the 
Great Lakes we must fly east to New York. There we find 
one Mervyn Rathborne, now president of the American Com
munications Association, and, incidentally, who was the same 
man appointed by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Na
tional Advisory Council of the National Youth Administra
tion. How did this come about? Simply because Aubrey · 
Williams took Rathborne up to Hyde Park to have lunch with 
the First Lady and she recommended his appointment on 
the grounds that he was an able and aggressive labor leader. 
Now, this chap Rathborne turns up to be a rather well-known 
member of the Communist Party and had been put in charge 
of all of the organizing for the maritime industry for the 
C. I. 0., and it was through John Brophy, then secretary of 
the C. I. 0., that the money passed to the maritime industry 
through the medium of Rathborne. Then Rathborne, having 
the funds, would dish out the jobs as head of organizing 
groups, and these jobs always went to good Communist Party 
members. It was in this manner that our friend Siren was 
put in charge of organizing the New York Harbor, and in 
the same manner the Trojan horse of the Great Lakes, one 
M. Hedley Stone, whose real name was Murray Stein, was 
put in charge of organizing the Great Lakes seamen. Now, 
this fellow Stone is rio dumbbell. He was smart enough to 
select other well-known Communist Party members as his 
assistants and, with one exception, had a complete Com
munist Party nucleus with him when he started organizing 
the Great Lakes. The lone exception was one James Mullen, 
who had been the legislative assistant to Ralph Emerson 
for the National Maritime Union in Washington. Emerson, 
sensing the fact that the Communist Party was attempting 
to completely control the organization on the Great Lakes 
put up a fight at Washington at the C. I. 0. headquarters, and 
to keep him quiet Mullen was put on the Great Lakes. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, they did a pretty good job; they sent 
Mullen just about as far away as they could on the Great 
Lakes, clear up to the head cf the Lakes-Duluth, Minn. 
Mullen had hardly settled in his office before he was visited 
by the organizer for the Communist Party for that particular 
district and informed that when he signed the seamen up in 
the union he was at the same time to sign them up in the 
Communist Party. Mullen, being as Irish-American as his 
name sounds, promptly threw that bird out of the office on 
the seat of . his pants. And so we find that Mullen, quite 
naturally, did not get along so good after that with Murray 
Stein or M. Hedley Stone, whichever name appeals to you 
and while he stuck around for a while, nevertheless, eventu~ 
ally he gave up his National Maritime Union activities, and 
we now find him as a field representative for the United States 
Maritime Commission in the port of New York. 

Finally, it appears that our friend Stone becomes a bit 
more brazen and seamen who call for him in his N. M. U. 
office in Cleveland quite frequently have to find him in the 
Communist Party headquarters. And now we find that he 
has installed one Hays-Jones as his assistant in the Cleve
land headquarters. 

Now, this cuckoo Hays-Jones is an interesting chap. \Ve 
find that he is an old-time Communist member who had gone 
to Russia as a .workers' delegate way back in 1934 and was 
the author of the pamphlet In a Soviet America-Seamen 
and Longshoremen Under the Red Flag. That must have 
been a beautiful work because it sold for 5 cents, and I call 
your attention to the replica of the cover of that pamphlet 
on page 179 of the book We Accuse. (Since I delivered this 
speech on the floor, I have learned through a published inter
view, which Hays-Jones gave the Cleveland Press, that I am 
in error; that he made his first trip to Russia in 1933 as a 
"representative of the seamen on the New York water front," 
and further that he had subsequently made other trips to 
Russia as a working seaman.) This Hays-Jones is also now 
the corresponding editor on the Great Lakes for the National 
Maritime Union Pilot and on their pay roll as such. However, 
he is not such a good editor as he might be. 

Mr. Speaker, I have in my hand a part of the April19 issue 
of the National Maritime Union paper The Pilot. On page 
9 thereof is a very illuminating report "L. c. A. <meaning the 
Lake Carriers Association, made up of the vessel owners on 
the Great Lakes) -L. C. A. Shipowners Entertain Government 
Officials Who Handle Marine Affairs," and it lists all those 
down here in Washington, either Government employees or 
officials, and even Members of Congress, who dared to accept 
an invitation to go to dinner with some men who should be 
outcasts from society because they dared to own and operate 
a vessel on the Great Lakes. I'm proud to say, Mr. Spea.ker, 
that I was in attendance at that meeting, but I'm a little bit 
ashamed to find out that Mr. Hays-Jones didn't include me 
on the list of those who attended. But I do want to call your 
attention to one particular item in the account which says 
"Newspaper reports did not record whether the Government 
officials had their fare paid by the Lake Carriers, whether they 
paid their own, or whether they rode on Government vouch
ers." Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to report that whenever I travel 
around this country, I am more than glad to pay my own 
expenses, as I did on that occasion, and I believe that all the 
other Members of Congress, and the rest of those there, paid 
their own expenses. I hope that you will convey that in
formation to Mr. Jones so that he may be able to report more 
correctly in the future. 

Now, further reading on this page, Mr. Speaker, we find ' 
that the Trojan horse is really going to work on the Great 
Lakes and we find that Mr. M. Hedley Stone and his buddy, 
Hays-Jones, have increased their organizing group to a total 
of 12 men. And, I learn "All necessary gear to line up the 
crews has been distributed to the organizers, and they will 
pass it on to ship's delegates as fast as they can establish a 
delegate on a ship. Of course, they'll do plenty themselves; 
this is no '8-hour-day' job for the organizers." 

Apparently the organizers themselves, even as you and I, 
my colleagues, don't come under the Wagner Act or even the 
Wage and Hour Act, limiting them to 40 hours per week, 
although both of us get more than 30 cents an hour. 

You ask me, Is this simply a drive to obtain members for a 
union .or is the Trojan horse operating for another purpose? 
Think quietly for a moment what would happen if this Nation 
got into war, and by the simple process of either sabotaging 
ships or calling a general strike in Great Lakes shipping, what 
would happen to the great steel centers on the Great Lakes 
and Pittsburgh? Where would our Army and our Navy get 
the steel needed for munitions of war? As a matter of fact, 
it has been reliably reported to me from a number of different 
sources that it is planned to call a general strike in the ore 
boats sailing the Great Lakes, due to the fact that the Com
munist Party has learned that the stockpiles of ore now on 
the docks at the great steel centers are very low and a pros
perous shipping season is looked forward to. These Great 
Lakes freighters have just recently started in operation for 
the year, and you may look for a strike call almost any time 
from now on. 

Now we come to another interesting possibility on the 
Great Lakes as well as elsewhere. On April 27 last I received, 
as I presume every other Member did, an interesting little 
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pamphlet entitled "Who's Guilty?" It is 47 pages long and 
on the last page we find a very illuminating recommendation 
to the Congress of the United States from which I read as 
follows: 

1. That an immediate investigation be instituted into the per
sonnel, make-up, and activities of the Bureau of Marine Inspection 
and Navigation; 

2. That immediate and sympathetic consideration be given by 
the proper committees to recent proposals of the Maritime Labor 
Board with regard to bringing the navigation laws up to date; 

3. That the Secretary of Commerce be urged immediately to 
halt intervention in labor disputes by the Bureau of Marine In
spection and to halt the practice of suspending and revoking 
seamen's certificates for participation in legitimate trade-union 
activities; 

4. That the laws· authorizing the Secretary of Commerce to 
appoint inspectors be amended to provide that inspectors be ap
pointed or selected in accordance with civil-service laws and regula
tions; and 

5. That Commander R. S. Field, Director of the Bureau be im
mediately removed from office for his betrayal of the trust placed 
in him by representatives of the American people. 

Thus, my colleagues, does the C. I. 0. Maritime Committee 
and the National Maritime Union of America recommend to 
the Congress. In fact, Mr. Speaker, we find this booklet 
warmly applauded and most highly approved of in an inter- · 
esting article which appeared in the famous Communist 
Party publication The Daily Worker under date of April 29. 
Thus do we learn that the Communist Party wholeheartedly 
joins in these recommendations to you, my colleagues of the 
House and Senate. 

Now, Commander R. S. Field, United States Navy, retired, 
was appointed in September 1937 to succeed Mr. Joseph 
Weaver as Director of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and 
Navigation. Personally, I had always thought that he had 
done a very commendable job. In his first annual report to 
the C. I. 0. maritime unions on legislation, Ralph Emerson, 
then the C. I. O.'s legislative representative for the maritime 
industry, reported that better relations had been established 
for the seamen with the Bureau since Field took office and 
explained why. However, the Communist Party leaders in 
control of the maritime union were not satisfied that an im
partial director was in actual charge of the Bureau and 
decided that when the proper time came they would get rid 
of Field and supplant him with someone who would see things 
from the Communist viewpoint completely. Commander 
Field was appointed while Daniel C. Roper was Secretary 
of Commerce. However, as soon as Mr. Hopkins succeeded 
Roper, Niles was brought into the p!cture and the leaders 
of the N. M. U. then proceeded to lay plans to get Field. 
Having absolutely no charges they could make against him 
under any pretext, they laid the basis for a campaign which 
would enable them to build up a case against him. They 
connived with Niles to first relegate Field to the background 
during the tankers' strike in the spring of 1939. Mr. Niles 
picked on one Allan Jones, counsel for the Bureau, as the 
most likely man to deal with in the campaign to discredit 
Field. Thereupon during the entire tankers' strike, com
plaints and recommendations of a policy from the N. M. U. 
were handled through Jones and Niles, and Field was left 
pretty much out of the picture. In fact, no one would have 
known that Field was in office as Director insofar as his 
being considered was concerned. 

Now, I do not say that many of the seamen's complaints 
against the tanker companies might not have been justified, 
particularly with regard to the treatment of the seamen em
ployees, but it is a well-known fact that compared with other 
seagoing personnel on other types of vessels, the tankermen 
were better off. In fact, the only excuse that the N. M. U. 
could find for starting this strike was the fact that some of 
the oil companies would not hire from the rotary system in 
force in the National Maritime Union hiring halls. In fact, 
the companies were even willing to let the National Maritime 
Union have a delegate supervise the hiring from the com
panies' hiring office. For this desk space was furnished to 
the union delegate so that he could be assured that only 
union men were being put on the tankers. But, even this 
did not satisfy the Communist Party which controlled the 
N. M. U. as then they would be forced to operate the rotary 

system fairly and not be able to send their specially hand
picked Communist Party members to form units for the Com
munist Party on all of the American tankers. Another rea
son for the strike was their desire to use it as a means for 
getting complete control of the National Maritime Union 
and ousting the remaining few N. M. U. officials who were not 
actually Communists. So we see that with Niles actually 
running the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation 
through Allan Jones, everything was set for Curran and his 
hand-picked crew and the history of the tankers' strike will 
show that every excuse was used by the Bureau to help the 
N. M. U. fight the tanker concerns. The fines levied on the 
tanker companies for alleged violations of the law during 
this period is proof of this. This strike was run 100 percent 
by the Communists and Niles apparently lent himself to the 
plot willingly. It is almost inconceivable that Niles was not 
aware of the identity of the real leaders behind this strike 
because it was during the latter part of this strike that Emer
son exposed the Communist Party control of the National 
Maritime Union by his open letter which was published in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of June 20, 1939, in a speech made 
by the gentleman from New York, Congressman JosEPH J. 
O'BRIEN. Emerson also sent a copy of that same letter to 
Niles and Jones--which both disregarded. 

Now, having tried to take all the power of the Bureau out 
of the hands of the director, the plotters now conspired as 
to how they could best put him out of office. It was some 
months before another incident presented itself that they 
could use. This was the famous City of Flint case. Here 
enters one William Standard, the Communist Party lawYer 
for the National Maritime Union. Standard was able to in
duce only two members out of the entire ship's crew to enter 
into the conspiracy against the Director of the Bureau. 
Standard charged that the captain of the City of Flint had 
not used his best judgment in the protection of the American 
crew while the ship was in Murmansk, Russia, and in Trom
soe, Norway. 

However, this case fell fiat owing to the fact that Captain 
Gainard was received by the American public as a hero for 
his remarkable feat of having brought his vessel and the 
entire crew safely back to the ·united States. Commander 
Field, who had refused to act on Standard's recommendation 
to revoke Gainard's license, became more popular than ever 
and thus the plotters themselves were put on the spot. 

Hence the reason for this remarkable little booklet, Who's 
Guilty? It contains a complete history of the Bureau's 
activities and they use this against Field, taking the position 
that in the final analysis all responsibility for the Bureau's 
action must be laid at Commander Field's door even though, 
insofar as they were concerned, he might be considered only 
a rubber stamp insofar as the policies of the Bureau itself 
were concerned. 

Now this book is full of a number of various cases in which 
they claim that Commander Field did not act properly and 
"betrayed the trust placed in him by representatives of the 
American people." But we find that it is quite peculiar in 
that the cases listed in the booklet alleging to show where fines 
were mitigated by the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navi
gation in favor of the shipowners were not once taken into 
courts on appeal by the legal lights of the National Maritime 
Union, and this is specifically provided for in the law. The 
law permits this procedure if the union is not satisfied with 
the final ruling of the Bureau and the Secretary of Com
merce, and it would be the natural procedure, if the union 
thought for one moment that it was in the right, to appeal 
such cases to our courts. 

Therefore, it seems to me that this booklet could not serve 
any genuine purpose by being published at this time as all 
available channels had not been used by the union to obtain 
satisfaction. 

This brings us up to the present situation where I hear that 
relations are somewhat strained in the Bureau between the 
Director and the office of the Secretary of Commerce. In 
fact in the Communist Party maritime circles they are cir
culating reports among themselves that Commander Field 
will not be the Director after June 1. Two candidates are 
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being mentioned as his possible successor. One is Allan 
Jones, whom I have previously mentioned at length. The 
other is one Mr. Hoyt Haddock. Haddock was formerly the 
president of the American Radio Telegraphers' Association 
which is now known as the American Communications Associ
ation, headed by Mervyn Rathborne. Haddock resigned from 
his radio position when the Communists found that they 
could get him a job as personnel director of the Standard 
Oil Tanker fleet, using the usual Trojan-horse policy. As 
soon as Standard Oil found out his true colors, they ousted 
him. Now we find him bobbing up as a candidate for Com
mander Field's job. 

Thus we learn, Mr. Speaker, that Harry Hopkins' right 
bower-David K. Niles-together with his choice associ
ates in the National Maritime Union-and the Communist 
Party-today rule the waves on which our merchant marine 
sails. I wonder whether David Niles, hopes likewise to rule 
the air lanes of this Nation by pulling the strings behind 
the scenes because this same David Niles was unusually active 
in these very corridors on TUesday last, when we were about 
to vote on Reorganization Plan IV-primarily designed to 
return aviation to the chaotic control of the Department of 
Commerce-for some fantastic reason-as yet not fully ex
plained to the satisfaction of any thinking person. Maybe 
this is spinach, maybe it is not, but at least it is worth while 
looking into. 

Now, my colleagues of the House, again I say, in conclusion, 
we are today living in a world gone mad. Let us help to 
protect the American seamen and the American Merchant 
Marine, it is our own funeral if we do not. If I have this 
afternoon succeeded in driving this Trojan horse out into the 
open, so that you may all see him, I feel that I have done a 
sincere duty to my country. The American seamen need a 
free America and a free America needs the free American 
seamen. [Applause.] 

Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, will the gen
tleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Yes. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I heard the 

gentleman mention the name of David Niles. 
Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Yes. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. He happens to come from 

my State. 
Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. I understand that he is a very 

fine man. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. I know nothing about him 

except from personal connection, and I would like to know 
whether the g.entleman has any information which would 
associate him with the Communist Party. 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. I have none whatsoever, ex
cepting insofar as he is associated with Mr. Curran and 
others. , 

Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. I know nothing about it, 
but would like to know whether the gentleman has any infor
mation that would associate him with the Communist Party. 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. I know nothing about his 
background in that particular. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
Mr. HOFJi'Th..fAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my own remarks in the RECORD. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. TINKHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my remarks in the RECORD and to include an article 
from the Saturday Evening Post in relation to the war in 
Europe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 

MR. DAVID K. NILES, MR. STEVE GIBBONS, AND GENERAL ASHBURN 
Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-

sent to proceed for 5 minutes. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Speaker, I was very much inter

ested in listening to the remarks of our distinguished friend 

and colleague the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BRADLEY]. 
My purpose in rising is to in noway discuss any of the state
ments he made, except to make some brief reference to Mr. 
Niles and to Mr. Gibbons and also to General Ashburn. I 
have known Mr. Niles for a great many years. Mr. Niles is 
a fine gentleman, a very fine American, and equally a very 
fine public official. I know nothing about any of these con
ferences referred to. We all have conferences with people 
that we do not like. I know many people come to see me 
that I do not like. People come to see me with whom I have 
nothing in common, but in the performance of my official 
duties, as a matter of courtesy and decency, I must see them, 
and I do see them no matter what my personal feelings might 
be. I assume that officials of any administration have had 
conferences with representatives of maritime or other unions, 
if they had occasion to see them in connection with any 
matters that were in controversy, or that they wanted to 
discuss with them. I do know, however, that Mr. Niles is a 
man in whom I have complete confidence. 

I think the Members who have been here for some years will 
remember that 4 or 5 or 6 years ago I was one of the few 
Members who called attention to the dangers of the subver
sive forces in this country. I was chairman of the special 
committee that preceded the Dies committee in the investi
gation of the subversive forces of this Nation. I have con
stantly condemned and combated them, and I will as long 
as I live, no matter who they are or where they are at present, 
or in the future. As a matter of fact I am the author of a 
bill which compels propagandists of foreign interests to reg
ister with the Secretary of State, an effective piece of legisla
tion to combat the subversive forces of our country. That 
bill grew out of the evidence that we uncovered in connection 
with our investigation. 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. I think the gentleman agrees 

with me that those men, whether they are Communists, Nazis, 
or Fascists, would just as soon sell out to anybody? They are 
looking out for themselves. 

Mr. McCORMACK. They are all bad-Nazis and Fascists 
are as bad as Communists. As a matter of fact, they are the 
unnatural offsprings of communism. 

Now, in connection with the dismissal of General Ash
burn; there may be reasons that existed outside of the lim
ited reference made by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
BRADLEY]. I know nothing about it, except this: If there 
is any significance to be attached between Mr. Curran and 
these others and Dave Niles and any communistic influence, 
it is natural to assume that the man who would be ap
pointed to succeed the General would be one along such 
lines; yet, the one who was appointed was, until recently, 
a very distinguished Member of this House, a very able 
member of the Committee on Ways and Means, "Chet" 
Thompson of Illinois. He was appointed in his place. If 
ever there is a sound American, one in whom we would 
all have confidence, it is "Chet" Thompson. I know nothing 
about the circumstances surrounding the resignation of Gen
eral Ashburn, but I do know that the one who succeeded 
the General is certainly one outstanding American that each 
and every one of us who know him have complete confidence 
in. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. COCHRAN. I did not hear that part of the gentle

man's remarks in which he referred to General Ashburn. I 
presume he must have referred to the Inland Waterways 
Corporation? 

Mr. McCORMACK. Exactly. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Of course, anybody who served in this 

House with Chester Thompson knows the caliber of the man. 
Anybody who knows Dave Niles likewise knows the caliber of 
the man, as I know him and as the gentleman from Massa
chusetts knows him; but I can state to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts that I know something about the separation 
of General Ashburn. I will say to him that while I did not 
hear what the gentleman from Michigan said with reference 
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to General Ashburn or any charges he may have made, I feel 
the administration was justified in making a change. 

That there was no politics in the change is evidence be
cause General Ashburn, appointed by President Coolidge, held 
the office for 6 years during the Roosevelt administration. 
General Ashburn reached the retirement age; but there were 
other reasons for the change. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I simply wanted to address myself to 
the limited reference made by the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. BRADLEY] that there must be some more evidence be
sides the fact that Dave Niles at some time had a conference 
with somebody that the gentleman from Michigan does not 
like, and the fact that anyone was separated from service. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PoAGE). The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I ask for 3 additional minutes, :Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. McCORMACK. About the best evidence that there 

cannot be· any of the left-wing influence is the fact -that 
"Chet" Thompson was appointed to succeed the General. 
"Chet" Thompson is just as far removed from any such in
fluence as any real American can be. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. HOFFMAN. The fact that a man might be of good 

character does not necessarily mean that all activities w~re 
proper? I suppose the gentleman can remember back in 
his boyhood days when some minister in the neighborhood 
ran away with the soprano in the choir? [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCORMACK. That is rather the exception, how
ever. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. I know it is exceptional, but it does 
happen. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Of course, everything happens in life. 
There is practically nothing that cannot happen in life. 

Now, with reference to the City of Flint incident, I do know 
that Dave Niles absolutely supported Captain Gainard. The 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BRADLEY] talked about Cap
tain Fields. I am a great admirer of Captain Fields, and I 
join with him in the hope that Captain Fields will be con
tinued in service, but I do know that Dave Niles also sup
ported Captain Gainard because I personally was interested 
in that. Captain Gainard and his family come rrom Boston, 
and, as a matter of fact, while he does not live in my district 
now, his folks do live in my district. So I was particularly 
interested in Captain Gainard, not only because of my ad
miration for him, but because of the fact that his family al'e 
residents of my district and he and his wife are residents of 
the district represented by our colleague the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. HEALEY]. 

Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. They live in my district. 
Mr. McCORMACK. I beg the gentlewoman's pardon. 
Mrs. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Both he and his wife are 

tremendously interested in young boys, to give them a lift-up. 
Mr. McCORMACK. I stand corrected by the gentle

woman from Massachusetts [Mrs. RoGERS] as to the present 
residence of Captain Gainard. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. O'BRIEN. The gentleman from Massachusetts fully 

·appreciates the fact that the gentleman from Michigan was 
not attacking Mr. Niles personally, but was trying to empha
size the point that because he came into such intimate asso
ciation with individuals who were avowed Communists and 
seems to be influenced by them to such an extent that it 
makes it very obvious that possibly he is more or less inclined 
one way or the other insofar as that work is concerned. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I do not think that the gentleman 
from Michigan went even that far. I think the gentleman 
from New York undertakes to place an interpretation upon 
his statement that the gentleman himself did not make in 
his presentation. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts may proceed for 2 
additional minutes. 

. The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DITTER. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. DITTER. It is a fact--and I believe the gentleman 

from Massachusetts will agree with me-that what he is 
doing at the present time is simply lending his approval to the 
philosophy expounded by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
BRADLEY] in a speech that he made this afternoon. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Absolutely; but also contributing my 
knowledge of Mr. Niles. 

Mr. DITI'ER. Contributing such additional information 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts has. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Again, I say that !"did not understand 
the gentleman from Michigan to make any charges at all. 

Mr. DITTER. That is my understanding. 
Mr. McCORMACK. And one of the reasons I take the floor 

this afternoon is to join with him in his condemnation of 
subversive elements in this country and to expose them just 
as much as possible. [Applause.] 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Just to keep the RECORD straight. As I 

said a moment ago, I did not hear what the gentleman from 
Michigan had to say with reference to General Ashburn, of 
the Inland Waterways Corporation; but since the transfer to 
the Department of Commerce from the War Department it 
has not been under Mr. Niles; it has been under the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I thank the gentleman for his contri-
bution. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. McCORMACK. I yield. 
Mr. O'BRIEN. I want to -tell the gentleman from Massa

chusetts that I did not accuse Mr. Niles of anything. I think 
the gentleman from Massachusetts misunderstood my state
ment. What I said was that possibly the gentleman's asso
ciations permitted some suspicion to be directed toward him. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I understand the gentleman perfectly. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. I want to inquire as to what 

position Niles held. The last I knew of Niles he was running 
theW. P. A. up in Massachusetts. 

Mr. McCORMACK. The gentleman knows Dave Niles. 
Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. I do not know him very 

well. I just met him on the train several times. 
Mr. McCORMACK. He was associated with Mr. Hopkins 

in the works program and went with Mr. Hopkins to the 
Department of Commerce. 

Mr. BATES of Massachusetts. But what is he doing 
here? 

Mr. McCORMACK. He is Director of Personnel in the 
Commerce Department. Naturally, when Mr. Hopkins was 
appointed Secretary of Commerce he wanted associates in 
whom he had confidence, the same as anyone of us would 
want if we were placed in a position of such responsibility. 
We would want around us people in whom we had confidence. 

Mr. BRADLEY of Michigan. The gentleman will find that 
I said that Mr. Hopkins turned it over to a man in whom he 
had confidence. 

Mr. McCORMACK. My main purpose in rising was to 
show that the remarks of the gentleman from Michigan were 
not intended as -an attack upon Mr. Niles but to put in the 
RECORD a situation which he felt he should comment c,m. 

So far as Mr. Niles is concerned, as I have already said, he 
is a fine gentleman, a very fine American, and equally a very 
fine public official. If he was asked, he could and would 
satisfactorily answer any inquiries made of him in connection 
with the matters discussed by the gentleman from Michigan. 
I am glad that I was on the floor at the time of the gentle
man's remarks so that I could convey to the gentleman and 
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my colleagues the fine type of a man, citizen, and public 
official that Dave Niles is. 

Reference has also been made to "Steve" Gibbons--Stephen 
B. Gibbons, former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. It 
is needless for me to make extended references to him, as he 
is well known by my colleagues on both sides of the aisle. 
Certainly no one could even remotely accuse him of any 
thoughts other than strictly consistent with American 
thought. Like Dave Niles, "Steve" Gibbons, as his numerous 
friends call him, is a gentleman and a great American. His 
service as a public official was outstanding. I keenly re
gretted his voluntary resignation, and I hope that his con
ditions will permit an early return to public life. We need 
more of his type and of the type of Dave Niles in the service 
of the public. 

[Here the gavel fell.] 
- LEAVE. OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as 
follows: 

To Mr. MILLER, for 4 days, on account of illness in family. 
To Mr. RisK, indefinitely, on account of illness. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Mr. PARSONS, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re

ported that that· committee had examined and found truly 
enrolled a bill of the House of the following title, which was 
thereupon signed by the Speaker: 

H. R. 6965. An act for the relief of Stina Anderson. 
BILLS AND JOINT ~ESOL UTION PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT 
Mr. PARSONS, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re-

ported that that committee did on this day present to the 
President, for his approval, bills and a joint resolution of the 
House of the following titles: 

H. R. 6264. An act authorizing the construction, repair, and 
preservation of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and 
for other purposes; 

H. R. 6965. An act for the relief of Stina Anderson; 
H. R. 7806. An act to authorize the striking of an appro

priate medal in commemoration of the three hundredth anni
versary of the establishment of Greenwich, Conn., as a town; 

H. R. 8319. An act making appropriations for the Depart
ments of State, Commerce, and Justice, and for the Judiciary, 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1941, and for other pur
poses; and 

H. J. Res. 519. Joint resolution to suspend section 510 (g) 
of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, during the present Euro
pean war, and for other purposes. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 

adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 

56 minutes p.m.) the House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues
day, May 14. 1940. at 12 o'clock noon. 

COMMITI'EE HEARINGS 
CO~TTEE ON INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN CO~ERCE 

There will be a meeting of the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce on Tuesday, May 14, 1940, at 10 a.m. 

Business to be considered: To begin hearings on S. 280 and 
H. R. 145-motion pictures. All statements favoring the bill 
will be heard first. All statements opposing the bill will 
follow. 

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS 
There will be a meeting of the Committee on Patents on 

Thursday, May 16, 1940, at 10:30 a.m., for the consideration 
of H. R. 9384, H. R. 9386, and H. R. 9388, all of which relate 
to amendments to the patent laws. 

COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES . 
The Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries will 

hold the following hearings at 10 a. m·. on the dates specified: 
Tuesday, May 14, 1940: 
H. R. 9553, to amend and clarify certain acts pertai.niDa 

to the Coast Guard, and for other purposes. 
LXXXVI--379 

Thursday, May 16, 1940: 
H. R. 9477, to apply laws covering steam vessels to certain 

passenger-carrying vessels. 
COMMITTEE ON MINES AND MINING 

The Subcommittee on Mines and Mining that was ap
pointed to consider S. 2420 will hold hearings beginning 
Thursday, May 16, 1940, at 10 a.m., in the committee rooms 
in the New House Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES 
There will be a meeting of the Committee on Merchant 

Marine and Fisheries on Tuesday, May 21, 1940, at 10 a. m., 
at which time the committee Will consider the subject of 
maritime unemployment insurance. 

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
There Will be a meeting of the Committee on Immigration 

and Naturalization, Tuesday, May 14, and Wednesday, May 
15, 1940, at 10 a. m., for the consideration of the following: 

Tuesday, May 14: H. R. 8310, to deport Communists. 
Wednesday, May 15: Unfinished business and private bills. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
There will be held before subcommittee No. IV of the Com

mittee on the Judiciary a hearing on H. R. 8963, to amend 
section 40 of the United States Employees' Compensation 
Act <to include chiropractic practitioners). The hearing 
will be held at 10 a.m. May 22, 1940. in the Judiciary Com
mittee room, 346 Ho.use Office Building. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, executive communications 

were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 
1606. A communication from the President of the United 

States, transmitting deficiency and supplemental estimates 
of appropriations for the Department of Commerce amount
ing to $250 for the fiscal year 1896, $37,000 for the fiscal year 
1940, and $39,360 for the fiscal year 1941, in all, $76,610 
(H. Doc. No. 725); to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1607. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropriation 
for administrative expenses, Federal Farm Mortgag~ Cor
poration, for the fiscal year 1941, amounting to $1,700,000 
(H. Doc. No. 726); to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1608. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a draft of a proposed provision per
taining to an existing appropriation of the Gen. Anthony 
Wayne Memorial Commission, which provision would con
tinue available the unobligated balance of that appropria
tion during the fiscal year 1941 (H. Doc. No. 727); to the 
Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1609. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropria
tion for the Federal Communications Commission for the 
fiscal year 1941 amounting to $142,000 (H. Doc. No. 728) ; 
to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to . be 
printed. 

1610. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a draft of a proposed provision pertain
ing to appropriations for the Veterans' Administration and 
the National Archives for the fiscal year 1941 (H. Doc. No. 
729); to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be 
printed. 

1611. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropri
ation for the NavY Department, for the fiscal year 1940, 
amounting to $15,000 (H. Doc. No. 730); to the Committee on 
Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1612. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting three supplemental estimates of appro
priations for the Department of State, for the fiscal years 
1940 and 1941, amounting to $28,500, and five drafts of pro
po.sed provisions pertaining to existing appropriations for 
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that Department (H. Doc. No. 731); to the Committee on 
Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1613. A communication from the President of the United 
states, transmitting supplemental estimates of appropria
tions for the fiscal years 1940 and 1941 amounting to $163,780, 
and two drafts of proposed provisions pertaining to existing · 
appropriations, for the judiciary <H. Doc. No. 732); to the 
Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1614. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a draft of a proposed provision pertain
ing to an existing appropriation for the Bureau of the Bud
get for the fiscal year 1940 <H. Doc. No. 733)·; to the Com
m:ttee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1615. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a deficiency estimate of appropriation 
for the fiscal year 1937 in the sum of $124.23 and supple
mental estimates of appropriations for the fiscal year 1940 
aggregating $543,500, together with a draft of proposed pro
vision pertaining to an existing appropriation, for the De
partment of Justice <H. Doc. No. 734) ; to the Committee on 
Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1616. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting two supplemental estimates of appro
priation for the legislative establishment, United States 
House of Representatives, for the fiscal year 1940, aggre
gating $115 ,000 <H. Doc. No. 735); to the Committee on 
Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1617. A communication from the President of the United 
States transmitting six supplemental estimates of appro
priation for the fiscal years 1940 and 1941 for the Depart
ment of Agriculture, totaling $21,180,000, and a proposed 
provision affecting an existing appropriation for that De
partment for the fiscal year 1940 <H. Doc. No. 736) ; to the 
Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be Drinted. 

1618. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropria
tion for the Treasury Department for the fiscal year 1941 
amounting to $12,500,000 <H. Doc. No. 737) ; to the Commit
tee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1619. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a draft of a proposed provision per
taining to an existing appropriation for the Federal Works 
Agency <H. Doc. No. 738); to the Committee on Appropria
tions and ordered to be printed. 

1620. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting supplemental estimates of appropria
tions for the Federal Works Agency for the fiscal year 1940 
in the amount of $820,000 (H. Doc. No. 739); to the Com
mittee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1621. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmittirig a draft of a proposed provision pertain
ing to existing appropriations for the Federal Housing Ad
ministration, Home Owners' Loan Corporation, and the 
United States Housing Authority for the fiscal year 1941 
<H. Doc. No. 740); to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1622. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting supplemental estimates of appropria
tions for the Post Office Department for the fiscal year 1941, 
and prior fiscal years <H. Doc. No. 741); to the Committee 
on Appropriations and ordered to be. printed. 

1623. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting supplemental estimates of appropriations 
for the Department of the Interior for the fiscal year 1940, 
and prior fiscal years amounting to $239,965.01, together with 
a proposed authorization for the expenditure of $25,000 from 
Indian tribal funds (H. Doc. No. 742) ; to the Committee on 
Appropriations and ordered to be printed. 

1624. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropria
tion for the War Department, for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1940, amounting to $2,900,000, of which $1,354,750 is to 
remain available until expended, for seacoast defenses, In
sular Departments, together with a proposed provision affect
ing the appropriation for acquisition of land for radio bea
cons, Army, contained in the Military Appropriation Act, 

1939 <H. Doc. No. 743); to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed. 

1625. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate for the Depart
ment of State, Rio Grande canalization, fiscal year 1941, 
amounting to $310,000, to remain available until expended 
<H. Doc. No. 744); to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1626. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a draft of a proposed provision pertain
ing to the appropriations contingent expenses, Foreign Serv
ice, Department of State, for the fiscal years 1940 and 1941 
(H. Doc. No. 745) ; to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1627. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting deficiency estimates of appropriations for 
the Treasury Department for the fiscal years 1934 and 1936 
amounting to $530.11 and supplemental estimates of appro
priations for the fiscal years 1940 and 1941, amounting to 
$2,084,374.49, in all $2,084,904.60, together with a draft of 
proposed provision pertaining to an existing appropriation 
<H. Doc. No. 746); to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to be printed. 

1628. A communication from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropria
tion for renovation and modernization loans and insurance, 
Federal Housing Administration <allocation from Reconstruc
tion Finance Corporation) for the fiscal year 1941 amount
ing to $2,000,000 of the funds of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation <H. Doc. No. 748); to the Committee on Appro
priations and ordered to be printed. 

1629. A letter from the Attorney General, transmitting a 
proposed bill to extend section 52 of the Criminal Code to 
offenses on Indian lands and reservations or in national 
parks or forests and to increase from 2 years to 5 years the 
maximum term of imprisonment that may be imposed for 
such a crime; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

1630. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
letter from the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, dated 
April 30, 1940, submitting a report, togethe!." with accompany
ing papers and an illustration, on a preliminary examination 
and survey of Pawtuxet River, R. I., authorized by the Flood 
Control Act approved August 2'8, 1937 <H. Doc. No. 747); to 
the Committee on Flood Control, and ordered to be printed, 
with an illustration. 

1631. A communication from the President of the United 
States, tram:mitting a view of opposition to H. R. 9525, and 
other bills, relating to the reorganization of the government 
of the District of Columbia, which contain provisions that 
would remove the District government from the jurisdiction 
of the Budget and Accounting Act; to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, 
Mr. BURCH: Committee on the Post Office and Post 

Roads. H. R. 8582. A bill to adjust the salaries of rural 
letter carriers; with amendment <Rept. No. 2145). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. SOUTH: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. S. 2999. An act to legalize a bridge across Bayou 
Lafourche at Galiano, La.; without amendment <Rept. No. 
2152). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. RYAN: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. S. 3183. An act to extend the time for completing 
the construction of a bridge across the Mississippi River at 
or near La Crosse, Wis.; without amendment <Rept. No. 
2153). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BOREN: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. S. 3254. An act to extend the times for commencing 
and completing the construction of a bridge across the Mis
sissippi River at or near Friar Point, Miss., and Helena, Ark.; 
without amendment <Rept. No. 2154). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 
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Mr. HALLECK: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce. S. 3561. An act to extend the times for com
mencing and completing the construction of a bridge across 
the Ohio River at or near Mauckport, Harrison County, Ind.; 
without amendment <Rept. No. 2155). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. CROSSER: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. S. 3570. An act to grant the consent of Con
gress to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to construct, 
maintain, and operate a free highway bridge across the 
Allegheny River at or near Port Allegany borough, Liberty 
Township, in the county of McKean, and in the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania; without amendment <Rept. No. 2156). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. CROSSER: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. S. 3571. An act to grant the consent of Con
gress to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to construct, 
maintain, and operate a free highway bridge across the 
Monongahela River, at a point between the boroughs of 
Elizabeth, in Elizabeth Township, and West Elizabeth, in 
Jefferson Township, in the county of Allegheny, and in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; without amendment (Rept. 
No. 2157). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. YOUNGDAHL: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. H. R. 8491. , A bill authorizing the county of 
Knox, State of Nebraska, to construct, maintain, and operate 
a toll bridge across the Missouri River at or near Niobrara, 
Nebr.; with amendment (Rept. No. 2158). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. YOUNGDAHL: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. H. R. 8589. A bill to authorize the county of 
Burt, State of Nebraska, to construct, maintain, and operate 
a toll bridge across the Missouri River at or near Decatur, 
Nebr.; with amendment (Rept. No. 2159). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. BOREN: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. H. R. 8749. A bill to extend the times for com
mencing and completing the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at or near Petersburg, Mo.; with amend
ment <Rept. No. 2160). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. RYAN: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. H. R. 9094. A bill to extend the times for com
mencing and completing the construction of a bridge across 
the Mississippi River at or near Winona, Minn.; without 
amendment <Rept. No. 2161). Referred to the House Cal
endar. 

Mr. BOREN: Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. H. R. 9261. A bill to extend the times for com
mencing and completing the construction of a railroad bridge 
across the Missouri River at or near Randolph, Mo.; without 
amendment (Rept. No. 2162). Referred to the House Cal
endar. 

Mr. WADSWORTH: Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. H. R. 9411. A bill to extend the times for com
mencing and completing the construction of a bridge across 
the St. Lawrence River at or near Ogdensburg, N. Y.; with 
amendment (Rept. No. 2163). Referred to the House Cal
endar. 

Mr. O'CONNOR: Committee on the Public Lands. S. 2191. 
An Act authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to grant 
to the State of Montana for the use and benefit of the Mon
tana School of Mines a patent to a certain tract of land; 
without amendment (Rept. No. 2164). Referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HILL: Committee on the Public Lands. H. R. 6559. 
A bill to accept the cession by the State of Washington of 
exclusive jurisdiction over the lands embraced within the 
Olympic National Park, and for other purposes; with amend
ment (Rept. No. 2165). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DEROUEN: Committee on the Public Lands. H. R. 
9274. A bill to amend the act entitled "An act to provide 
for the establishment of the Cape Hatteras National Sea
shore in the State of North Carolina, and for other purposes," 
approved August 17, 1937 (50 Stat. 669); without amend-

ment <Rept. No. 2166). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TARVER: Committee of conference on the disagree
ing votes of the two Houses. H. R. 9007. A bill making ap
propriations for the Department of Labor, the Federal 
Security Agency, and related independent agencies for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1941, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 2170). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, 
Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza

tion. H. R. 4656. A bill to record the lawful admission to the 
United States for permanent residence of Esther Klein; with 
amendment <Rept. No. 2146) . Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 5926. A bill to authorize the cancelation of 
deportation proceedings in the case of Marie Eglick; without 
amendment (Rept. ·No. 2147). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 6765. A bill to authorize cencelation of deporta
tion in the case of Ramon Zapien; without amendment 
(Rept. No. 2148). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 7178. A bill for the relief of Ludwig Baur; with 
amendment <Rept. No. 2149). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 7277. A bill for the relief of Mrs. Stefanida 
Szewczuk-Omelchuk (Kovalcik); with amendment <Rept. No. 
2150). Referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MASON: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 8551. A bill for the relief of Xenophon George 
Panos; with amendment (Rept. No. 2151). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. TALLE: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 4354. A bill for the relief of Bessie Singer 
Weinman; without amendment (Rept. No. 2167). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. TALLE: Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza
tion. H. R. 6888. A bill for the relief of Esther Jacobs; 
without amendment (Rept. No. 2168) . Referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. LESINSKI: Committee on Immigration and Natural
ization. H. R. 8744. A bill for the relief of Ernest Lyle 
Greenwood and Phyllis Joy Greenwood; without amend
ment <Rept. No. 2169). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE 
Under clause 2 of rule XXII, the Committee on Pensions 

was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
9373) granting a pension to Thomas Green, and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 3 of rule XXII, public bills and resolutions 

were introduced and severally referred as follows: 
By Mr. BOYKIN: 

H. R. 9743. A bill authorizing Alabama Bridge Commission 
(an agency of the State of Alabama) to construct, maintain, 
and operate a toll bridge and causeway between Dauphin 
Island and the mainland at or near Cedar Point, within the 
State of Alabama; to the Committee on Interstate and For
eign Commerce. 

By Mr. BULWINKLE: 
H. R. 9744. A bill to permit extension of credit to foreign 

governments in certain cases notwithstanding limitations im
possed under existing law; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 
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By Mr. CANNON of Florida: 

H. R. 9745. A bill to authorize preliminary examination 
and survey of Indian River, Upper St. Johns River and 
marsh, and north fork, St. Lucie River and their tributaries 
in the State of Florida for fiood control, for run-off and 
water-fiow retardation, and for soil-erosion prevention; to 
the Committee on Flood Control. 

By Mr. MAAS: 
H. R. 9746. A bill to authorize percentage increases in com

puting the retired pay of certain retired officers of the Navy 
and Marine Corps for active duty performed subsequent to 
retirement; to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mrs. NORTON: 
H. R. 9747. A bill to amend the act entitled "An act to 

establish a Civilian Conservation Corps, and for other pur- . 
poses," approved June 28, 1937, as amended; to the Com
mittee on Labor. 

By Mr. PETERSON of Florida: 
H. R. 9748. A bill providing for a preliminary examination 

and survey of a channel through Johns Pass; to the Com
mittee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. SASSCER: 
H. R. 9749. A bill establishing the United States Naval 

Academy police, and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. VOORHIS of California: 
H. R . 9750. A bill to utilize the idle monetary stocks of the 

United States for the public benefit and the promotion of 
recovery; to make loans available at low interest for public 
works, the construction, repair, and modernization of homes, 
and the rehabilitation of agriculture; to stimulate the build
ing trades and the capital goods industries, to promote farm 
ownership, and to provide employment for the unemployed; 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

By Mr. RANKIN: 
H. R. 9751. A bill for the creation of the United States De 

Soto Exposition Commission to provide for the commemora
tion of the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of 
the Mississippi River by Hernando De Soto, the commemora
tion of De Soto's visit to the Chickasaw Territory 'in northern 
Mississippi, and other points covered by his expedition, and 
the two hundred and fifth anniversary of the Battle of Ackia, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. SMITH of Virginia: 
H. J. Res. 542. Joint resolution granting the consent of 

Congress to the States of Maryland and West Virginia, and 
the Commonwealths of Virginia and Pennsylvania, and the 
District of Columbia as signatory bodies, to enter into a com
pact for the creation of a Potomac Valley Conservancy Dis
trict and the establishment of the Interstate Commission on 
the Potomac River Basin; to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. 

By Mr. TOLAN: 
H. Res. 491. Resolution authorizing an appropriation for 

the select committee authorized by House Resolution 63; to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

MEMORIALS 
Under clause 3 of rule XXII, memorials were presented 

and referred as follows: 
By the SPEAKER: Memorial of the Legislature of the 

State of Mississippi, memorializing the President and the 
Congress of the United States to consider their Senate Reso
lution No. 29, with reference to House bill 8748 and Senate 
bill 3509, concerning farm legislation; to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the Legislature of the State of Missis
sippi, memorializing the President and the Congress of the 
United States to consider their House Resolution No. 46, 
with reference to House bill 8748 and Senate bill 3509, con-

·cerning farm legislation; to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Also, memorial of the Legislature of the State of Missis

sippi, memorializing the President and the Congress of the 

United States to consider their Senate Concurrent Resolu
tion No. 14, relating to the Constitution of the United States; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 1 of rule XXII, private bills and resolut ions 

were introduced and severally referred as follows: 
By Mr. DAVIS: 

H. R. 9752. A bill for the relief of Blanche H. Karsch, ad
ministratrix of the estate of Kate E. Hamilton; to the Com
mittee on Claims. 

By Mr. COLMER: 
H. R . 9753. A bill for the relief of the Magnolia Realty Co.; 

to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. COSTELLO: 

H. R. 9754. A bill for the relief of George M. Louie; to the 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H. R. 9755. A bill for the relief of Joseph, Bertha, and 

Beatrice Millerd or Milrot; to the Committee on Immigration 
and Naturalization. 

By Mr. MARCANTONIO: 
H. R. 9756. A bill granting an increase of pension to 

Nellie Merriman; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. MARTIN of Iowa: , 

H . R. 9757. A bill granting an increase of pension to Mary 
Margaret Green; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

H. R. 9758. A bill granting an increase of pension to Bar
bara Nowak; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PATRICK: 
H. R. 9759. A bill to record the lawful admission for per

manent residence of Elfriede Lewin; to the Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H. R. 9760. A bill for the relief of Evert E. Glover; to the 

Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. THOMASON: 

H. R. 9761. A bill for the relief of Burl Threadgill and 
Helen Threadgill; to the Committee on Claims. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of rule XXII, petitions and papers were 

laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 
8214. By Mr. BOLLES: Petition of sundry citizens of 

Beloit and Janesville, Wis., opposing Senate bill 3480, known 
as the Gillette Farm Credit Act- of 1940; to the Select Com
mittee on Government Organization. 

8215. Also, petition of sundry citizens of Beloit, Wis., favor
ing Senate bill 3509, the Wheeler-Bankhead and La Follette 
Farm Credit Act of 1940; to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

8216. Also, petition of the Polish Relief Fund Committee of 
Milwaukee, endorsing House bill 8654, authorizing $20,000,000 
for the relief of the civilian population of Poland; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

8217. By Mr. COLE of Maryland: Petition of Lt. George 
B. Redwood Post, No. 133, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States of Baltimore, Md., urging passage of House 
bill 9000, to provide pensions for the widows and dependents 
of all World War veterans; to the Committee on World War 
Veterans' Legislation. 

8218. By Mr. COLLINS: Resolution of the Mississippi 
State Legislature, memorializing Congress to pass the 
Wheeler-Jones bill scaling down farm mortgages and re
ducing the interest rate; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

8219. By Mr. HART: Petition of the Essex County Engi
neering Society of New Jersey, requesting that recommenda
tions by the Board of Army Engineers relative to flood con
trol in the Passaic River Valley be held in abeyance until 
such time as the officials and interested parties have had an 
opportunity to review and discuss the report of the Board 
of Army Engineers; to the Committee on Flood Control. 

8220. By Mr. MICHAEL J. KENNEDY: Petition of the 
Port of New York Authority, opposing action of the Federal 
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Government contemplated to press its claim to the right to 
take without compensation lands and improvements located 
thereon below low-water mark as well as reclaimed lands 
and improvements thereon, property which the courts have 
consistently held are owned by the States or their grantees; 
the proposed suit, if brought, will be against the city of 
Los Angeles to expropriate Reeves' Field Airport in that 
city, which the Navy Department is reported to desire as a 
fleet base; to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

8221. Also, petition of the New York Conference for In
alienable Rights, opposing actions of the Dies committee 
investigating un-American activities; to the Committee on 
Rules. 

8222. Also, petition of the American Defense Society, Inc., 
urging enactment of certain legislation governing aliens; to 
the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

8223. Also, petition of Local Union No. 3, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers of Greater New York and 
Vicinity, protesting the procedure of the Department of Jus
tice in prosecuting certain labor unions; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

8224. Also, petition of the New York State Federation of 
Labor, representing all unions of workingmen in the State 
of New York affiliated with the American Federation of Labor~ 
comprising a total membership of 1,100,000, favoring the 
Norton bill (H. R. 9195), proposing amendment to the Na
tional Labor Relations Act; to the Committee on Labor. 

8225. Also, petition of the Welfare Council of New York 
City, · urging that the Wagner-Steagall amendments to the 
United States housing law, which has already passed the 
Senate, be reported out of committee promptly and passed 
by the House; to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

8226. Also, petition of the Citizens' Housing Council of 
New York, urging immediate enactment of the Wagner hous
ing bill (S. 591); to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

8227. Also, petition of the City-Wide Tenants' Council of 
New York City, urging immediate enactment of the Wagner 
housing bill <S. 591); to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

8228. Also, petition of the Draper-Atlas Poultry Corpora
tion, favoring enactment of Senate bill 2753, which would 
allow the shippers of perishable products throughout the 
country to continue the selecting of proper and efficient rail
road refrigerator car equipment for the transporting of their 
perishable products; to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

8229. Also, petition of the State of New York Department 
of Social Welfare, of Albany, favoring immediate enactment 
of the Wagner-Byrne bill (S. 3783 and H. R. 8985), which 
would relieve State employees of the retroactive and discrim
inatory burden which may be placed upon them by way of 
retroactive personal income taxation because their salaries 
were paid in part from Federal funds; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 
. 8230. Also, petition of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots As

sociation, opposing transfer of the Civil Aeronautics Authority 
to the Department of Commerce; to the Select Committee on 
G<>vernment Organization. 

8231. Also, petition of the New York Mercantile Exchange, 
urging action on the Wheeler-Lea transportation bill during 
this Congress; to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

8232. Also, petition of the American Federation of Mu
nicipal Transit Workers, Local 21193, American Federation 
of Labor, urging enactment of the Norton bill <H. R. 9195), 
containing amendments to the National Labor Relations Act; 
to the Committee on Labor. 

8233. Also, petition of the Employees' Committee from 
Lower Manhattan, urging that the Congress institute a review 
of the Securities Act of 1933 and 1934; to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. · 

8234. Also, petition of the executive board of the District 
of Columbia League of Women Voters, approving the provl-

sions of House bill 9138; to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

8235. Also, petition of the Washington Central Labor 
Union, favoring unemployment compensation benefit provi
sion of House bills 9218 and 9619, especially $20 for 20 weeks 
and 1 week waiting period; to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

8236. Also, petition of Palm Fechteler & Co., of New York 
City, urging immediate enactment of the Maloney bill <H. R. 
8893); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

8237. Also, petition of the Washington Board of Trade, 
favoring enactment of House bill 9619, to amend the District 
of Columbia Unemployment Compensation Act; to the Com
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

8238. By Mr. KEOGH: Petition of the City-Wide Tenants' 
Council, New York City, favoring the passage of the Wagner 
bill (S. 591); to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

8239. By Mr. PFEIFER: Petition of the Real Estate Asso
ciation of the State of New York, Albany, N. Y., concerning 
the housing bill (S. 591); to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

8240. Also, petition of the Citizens' Housing Council of New 
York, New York City, concerning the housing bill (S. 591); 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

8241. By :Mr~ KEOGH: Petition of the American Federa
tion of Municipal Transit Workers, Local 21193, American 
Federation of Labor, New York City, favoring the Norton 
amendment to the National Labor Relations Act; to the 
Committee on Labor. 

8242. Also, petition of the Citizens' Housing Council of 
New York, New York City, favoring the passage of the 
Wagner bill <S. 591); to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

8243. Also, petition of the Steel Workers Organizing Com
mittee, Pittsburg~ Pa., opposing all amendments to the 
National Labor Relations Act; to the Committee on Labor. 

8244. By Mr. SPRINGER: Resolution of GM SUb Council, 
No. 4, U. A. A., C. I. 0., Muncie, Ind., pertaining to the use 
of the Espionage Act and agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation by certain employers; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

8245. By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Isaac L. Turner and others 
to Senators and Congressmen from Missouri, requesting that 
House bill 8264 be brought before the Senate and House 
of Representatives and passed; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

8246. By the SPEAKER: Petition of the Labor's Non
Partisan League, Fifty-fourth Assembly District, petitioning 
consideration of their resolution with reference to the Dies 
committee; to the Committee on Rules. 

8247. Also, petition of the International Union, United 
Automobile Workers of America, Chrysler Local No. 371, 
New Castle, Ind., petitioning consideration of their resolu
tion with reference to Senate bill 591, United States Housing 
Authority program; to the Committee on Banking and Cur
rency . 

8248. Also, petition of the presbytery of Chester, Pres
byterian Church in the United States of America, Glenolden, 
Pa., petitioning consideration of their resolution with refer
ence to the appointment by the President of a personal rep
resentative at the Vatican; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

8249. Also~ petition of Mrs. W. T. Rands, Townsend Club, 
No. 1, Superior, Wis., petitioning consideration of their reso
lution with reference to House bill 8264, referred to as the 
Townsend bill; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

8250. Also, petition of Labor's Nonpartisan League Club, 
No. 2, 51 A. D. in California, Ada Y. Kreitzberg, secretary, 
Los Angeles, Calif., petitioning consideration of their resolu
tion with reference to House bill 9275, known as a bill to 
require registration of certain organizations; to the Commit
tee on the Judiciary. 

8251. Also, petition of the United Automobile Workers of 
America, Local No. 95, Janesville, Wis., petitioning consider
ation of their resolution with reference to Senate bill 591, 
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United States Housing Authority program; to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

8252. Also, petition of the International Workers Order, 
Southern California District, Los Angeles, Calif., petitioning 
consideration of their resolution with reference to the Dies 
committee; to the Committee on Rules. 

· 8253. Also, petition of Local 581, International Union, 
United Automobile Workers of America, Flint, Mich., peti
tioning consideration of their resolution with reference to 
Senate bill 591, United States Housing Authority program; 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

8254. Also, petition of Local 430, United Automobile Work
ers of America, affiliated with Congress of Industrial Or
ganizations, Richmond, Ind., petitioning consideration o.f 
their resolution with reference to Senate bill 591, United 
States Housing Authority program; to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

SENATE 
TUESDAY, MAY 14, 1940 

(Legislative day Qj Wednesday, April 24, 1940) 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock meridian. on the expiration 
of the recess. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Z~Barney T. Phillips, D. D., offered the 
following prayer: 

0 Thou at whose command light first sprang from dark
ness, send light into our souls, we pray, lest some cherished 
sin close Thine ears to our petitions. Let the breath of Thy 
spirit's calm breathe upon us, disturbing our pride, our 
apathy, cleansing us from moral pollution, stirring our sterile 
natures into fruitfulness, ·winning a plenteous harvest of high 
and holy living, so necessary to our calling if we would serve 
this people with courage and fidelity, for we know that the 
strength of one whose heart is pure is as the strength of ten. 

Be merciful to all who need Thy mercy; · let the angel of 
Thy presence save the oppressed and the afilicted. Be Thou 
the strength of the wea~y, the comfort of the sorrowful, the 
friend of the desolate, the hope of the dying, and to our 
agonizing world be an ever~present help, through Him whose 
love will one day conquer all, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 
On request of Mr. BARKLEY, and by unanimous consent, the 

reading of the Journal of the proceedings of the calendar day 
of Monday, May 13, 1940, was dispensed with, and the Journal 
was approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 

Chaffee, one of its reading clerks, announced that the House 
had passed without amendment the bill (8. 3251) to amend 
sections 16 and 17 of chapter II of the act of June 19, 1934, 
entitled "An act to regulate the business of life insurance in 
the District of Columbia." 

The message also announced that the House had passed 
the following bills, in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. R. 9000. An act to provide more adequate compensation 
for certain dependents of World War veterans, and for other 
purposes; 

H. R. 9114. An act authorizing advancements from the Fed
eral Emergency Administration of Public Works for the con
struction of a recorder of deeds building in the District of 
Columbia, and for other purooses: 

H. R. 9299. An act to amend section 10 of chapter 5 of 
Public Act No. 436, Seventy-third Congress, approved June 
19, 1934; 

H. R. 9576. An act relating to the admission to St. Eliza
beths Hospital of persons resident or domiciled in the Virgin 
Islands of the United States; 

H. R. 9633. An act to enlarge and extend the power and 
. jurisdiction of the Board of Education over degree-conferring 
institutions operating within the District of Columbia; and 

H. R. 9722. An act to provide for the regulation of the 
business of fire, marine, and casualty insurance, and for other 
purposes. 

.ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 
The message further announced that the Speaker had 

affixed his signature to the following enrolled joint resolu
tions, and they were signed by the .President pro tempore: 

S. J. Res. 200. Joint resolution to provide for participation 
of the United States in the Golden Gate International Expo
sition at San Francisco in 1940, to continue the powers and 
duties of the United States Golden Gate International Expo
sition Commission, and for other purposes; and 

S. J. Res. 217. Joint resolution to. amend the joint resolu
tion entitled "Joint resolution authorizing Federal partici
pation in the New York World's Fair, 1939, authorizing an 
appropriation therefor, and for other purposes," approved 
July 9, 1937, to. provide for participation in the New York 
World's Fair, 1940, to authorize an appropriation therefor, 
and for other purposes. 

AIR MAIL AND AUTOGIRO SHUTTLE SERVICES, ETC. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report 

from the Acting Postmaster General, transmitted pursuant 
to law, on the question of experimental services in the trans
portation of the mails by air, including autogiro aircraft 
shuttle service between outlying airports and central areas, 
which, with the accompanying paper, was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

REPORT ON EMORY AND OBED RIVERS, TENN. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a ·letter 

from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to 
Senate Resolution 261 <submitted by Mr. McKELLAR; and 
agreed to. May 9, 1940), a copy of the report of the district 
engineer, Corps of Engineers of the Army, at the Nashville, 
Tenn., district, reviewing the report on the Tennessee River 
and tributaries with a view to determining what improve
ment of the Obed River is advisable in the interest of flood 
control and allied purposes, which, with the accompanying 
report, was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a telegram 

in the nature of a petition from Orville P .- Clark, national 
president of the National Association of Postal Mechanics, 
Minneapolis, Minn., praying for the enactment of the bill 
<H. R. 892) to extend to custodial-service em:r>loyees employed 
by the Post Office Department certain benefits applicable to 
postal employees, which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also laid before the Senate a telegram in the nature of 
a memorial signed by S. W. Hopkins and sundry other pilots 
of the Chicago & Southern Airlines, New Orleans, La., remon
strating against adoption of the President's Reorganization 
Plan No. IV, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALSH presented a resolution of Post No. 1, War 
Veterans Civic Association, of Fall River, Mass., favoring t}:le 
inclusion of a provision in the W. P. A. appropriation joint 
resolution giving preference to both married and single vet
erans and the widows of veterans, which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented a resolution of Quincy Post, No. 95, Amer
ican Legion, of Quincy, Mass., favoring the enactment of the 
bill (H. R. 9000) to provide more adequate compensation for 
certain dependents of World War veterans, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Medford, 
Mass., remonstrating against the enactment of the bill (H. R. 
9000) to provide more adequate compensation for certain 
dependents of World War veterans, and for other purposes, 
wb:ich was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a resolution of Braintree Post, No. 86, 
American Legion, of Braintree, Mass., favoring the location of 
a general medical hospital and diagnostic center in Boston 
or in the vicinity thereof, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Finance. 
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