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PETITION~. ~Tq. 

Under clause 1 of rule XXII, petitions. 
and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk 
and referred as follows: 

584. By Mr. CURTIS of Massachusetts: 
Petition of the Boston Branch, National 
Postal Transport Association, relative to Post 
Office handling of 3-cent mail by air; to the 
Committee on Post ·office and Civil Service. 

585. By Mr. TA!.LE: Petition signed by Mrs. 
Charlotte W_alby and 31 other persons in 
Allamakee and Winneshiek Counties, Iowa, 
advocating the passage of H. R. 1227; to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. 

586. By Mr. SADLAK: Petition of the board 
of directors of the Connecticut Tuberculosis 
Association opposing any further reduction 
in the Federal budget for tuberculosis con
trol; to the COmmittee on Appropriations. 

587. By the SPEAKER: Petition of Mrs. 
G. B. McGowin and others, Tampa, Fla., re
questing passage of H. R. 2446 and H. R. 2447, 
proposed social-security legislation known as 
the Townsend plan; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

588. Also, petition of H. C. Curtis and 
others, West Palm Beach, Fla., requesting 
passage of H. R. 2446 and H. R. 2447, proposed 
social-security legislation known as the 
Townsend plan; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

Postal Pay Legislation 

EXTENSION OF REMA~KS 
OF 

HON. JAMES C. DAVIS 
OJ' GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. DAVIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
the House Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee is engaged in holding hear
ings on legislation to increase salaries of 
postal and other workers. Today the 
gentleman from Florida [Mr. LANTAFF] 
made a statement to the committee re
garding this legislation. 

Mr. LANTAFF was a valued member of 
the Post Office and Civil Service Com
mittee for some time. He has, during 
his service in Congress, made a close 
study of postal and civil-service prob
lems. 

The statement which he made to the 
committee shows a careful study and a 
wide knowledge of the subject under 
consideration. 

I insert it herewith as a part of these 
remarks: 
STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM C. LANTAFF, OF 

FLORIDA, BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE, MARCH 25, 
1954, ON THE SUBJECT OF A POSTAL PAY IN
CREASE AND THE FRY REPORT 
Mi-. Chairman, as a former member of the _ 

Post Office and Civil Service Committee, 
I am deeply interested in the legislation 
pending before you to provide an increase 
in pay for postal employees. At the outset, 
I should like to say that for various personal 
reasons, I am not seeking reelection . to the 
Congress, nor am I aspiring to any other po
litical job. I plan to resume the practice 
of law in Miami, Fla., following adjournment 
of the 83d Congress. Therefore, my ap
pearance before you today is not prompted 
by any political motives, but rather because 
of a sincere interest in the Post Office De
partment and its employees. 

I realize that the committee must weigh 
several factors in arriving at a .decision as 
to whether or not the pay of our postal em
ployees should be increased and if so; by 
how much. Many of you are perhaps think
ing that such an .increase would make the 
task of balancing the budget even more dif
ficult. Some of you undoubtedly have ex
perienced the situation in your communities 
where a position paying $4,040 a year is 
sought after by dozens of applicants and 
that, accordingly, there is no necessity to 
raise postal pay this year. Others perhaps 
are wondering how you can justify a record 
of voting for economy in Government if you 
approve the expenditure of an additional $320 
million, as called for by the Rhodes-Withrow 
bills. All of these · factors unquestionably 
complicat~ the iS6ue for you. 

From a survey conducted in my district, I 
am convinced, however, that not only the 
best interests of the postal employees will 
be served, but also the best interests of 
the Post Office Department by an increase 
in postal pay. As an example, of the 260 
postal clerks in the Miami Post Office, 38 
percent are forced to engage in part-time 
work in addition to their postal duties in 
order to provide for their families. The 
wives of 35 percent of these employees are 
forced to work. Notwithstanding this sup
plemental income, debts increased for 70 
percent of the clerks during the past year. 
The average total debts, not including mort
gages, amounts to $762.96, and 19 percent 
Of the clerks have been forced to borrow on 
their insurance policies. The same situa
tion that we find in the case of post-office 
clerks is also true of the letter carriers in 
the Miami office. Out of 271 letter carriers, 
48 percent engaged in part-time work and 
the wives of 43 percent of the letter car
riers were working. At the same time, 83 
percent of the carriers reported an increase 
in debts. 

These surveys were both taken in the sum
mer months. It is quite probable that the 
survey would show a greater number work
ing during the winter · months, because of 
the fact that work opportunities are not as 
great in Miami in the summer as they are in 
the winter. 

It seems rather obvious that today's wage 
scale is not geared to today's high cost of 
living and is wholly unrealistic. Such a wage 
scale adversely affects the morale of this 
loyal group of employees and in the long run 
increases the costs of operating the Depart
ment. That such is true is supported by the 
fact that there was a 25 percent personnel 
turnover at the Miami post office for the 
period April 1, 1952, through March 31, 
1953, exclusive of Christmas and seasonal 
help. This amounted to more than one a 
day for each working day. Certainly, no 
business of comparable size could operate 
efficiently or economically with such a turn
over. 

Our objective in 1951, when we increased 
postal salaries, was to t::-ing these wages in 
line with the high cost of living and to en
able the Post Office Department to compete 
with private industry in recruiting compe
tent individuals into the service. As of July 
1, 1951, when that increase became effective, 
the Consumer's Price Index of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics was 185.5. As of December 
1953, the index stood at 192.1. This is the 
last figure available for the old series index. 

At the present time, the average annual 
salary of a post office clerk is approximately 
$4,040, and that of the letter carrier is $4,018, 
according to the report of the Postmaster 
General for July 1, 1952. It will thus be 
seen that the ratio between the salary and 
the BLS Index is approximately $22 for each 
point of the index. Therefore, in order to 
place the postal employee in the same salary 
position that we placed him in 1951, we 
would have to raise his salary at least $154 
per annum. 

There is another factor which I believe we 
should consider in arriving at a realistic wage 

scale. For the 5-year period from 1947 to 
1952, the Post Office handled an increase in 
volume of 33 percent in number of pieces and 
29 percent in weight, with an increase in 
personnel of only 9 percent. These figures 
are taken froin the annual report of the 
Postmaster General. If we only use one
fourth of this improvement factor, which I 
feel sure you will agree is most reasonable, 
we could conclude that an additional 5 per
cent should be added to postal salaries as a 
reward to the postal employee for increasing 
the efficiency of the service, even in the face 
of a demoralizing wage scale. 

Certainly, no one can deny that our postal 
employees, in common with our citizens gen
erally, are entitled to financial recognition 
for the part they have played and are play
ing in increasing efficiency and productivity 
in the Department. If we in Congress recog
nize that the employees of the Federal Gov
ernment are entitled to share in the modest 
extent I have recommended, I feel sure that 
this added incentive will produce even great
er savings in the Department and a better 
postal service. 

Now, if we consider that a wage increase 
of $154 is necessary to restore the purchasing 
power to the postal employee that we en
deavored to give him in 1951, we would then 
have an average annual earning for a postal 
clerk of $4,194. To this should be added 
the 5 percent that I have referred to, which 
amounts to $209.70. The total increase that 
would be justified, therefore, on the basis 
that I have outlined would be a minimum of 
$363.70 per annum. 

I recognize that there is considerable merit 
in the position taken by our employee groups 
that postal salaries should be designed so as 
to provide the employee with at least the 
same sum that was available for normal liv
ing expenses in the year 1939. However, the 
other factors which I have discussed at the 
outset of these remarks undoubtedly make 
it difficult for the committee to go as far in 
the adjustment of postal salaries as you 
~auld like to do. Certainly, though, there 
is ample justification for a salary increase of 
approximately $400 per annum, and I urge 
the committee to increase postal salaries at 
least by this amount, so that the Department 
can recruit and retain the high type of em
ployee capable of rendering the type of serv
ice demanded by the American people. 

Before concluding my remarks I would like 
to briefly comment on the Fry report. Fol
lowing presentation of this plan to Congress 
by the Postmaster General, I consulted with 
the postal employees in ·my district to deter
mine whether or not the Fry recommenda
tions were workable, and while I certainly 
don't pose to be an authority on the sub
ject, I would like to call to the attention of 
this distinguished committee certain recom
mendations of the Fry report which I do not 
believe are in the best interests of the postal 
service. 

In the first place, the plan of the Post
master General contemplates that each post
master will allocate individual jobs to grades 
for which specifications have been publlshed. 
In other words, a clerk in the Miami post 
office might be classified as a clerk, junior. 
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first-class post office, or possibly even as a 
mail handler, first-class post office, both of 
which positions are a grade 3. That same 
clerk, however, might be classified ln grade 4 
as a clerk, distribution, first-class post office, 
or even as a grade 5, station clerk or senior 
window clerk in a first-class post office. Now, 
would those clerks subscribing loyalty to 
whichever political party might be in power 
be designated as grade 5 clerks and those 
in the minority party as grade 3 clerks? 
If the employee is placed in grade 4, is 
there any assurance that, based on the 
whims of the postmaster, the position might 
not be downgraded subsequently to grade 3? 
It seems obvious to me that such a recom
mendation could lead to untold abuse and a 
breakdown of our civil service system. 

One of the best morale factors in the Post 
Office Department has heretofore been the 
fact that a career employee in the Depart
ment could work up through the post office 
to the highest ranks in the Department. 
This incentive has certainly enabled us to 
keep good men in the postal system, even 
though salaries were inadequate. Our clerks, 
by performing many duties in the Depart
ment, became well qualified to move into 
positions as supervisors or postmasters. Il
lustrative of the many duties performed by 
our postal clerks are these pictures which 
were taken in the Miami post office, which I 
would like to supply to the committee at 
this time. 

I would also like to introduce to the com
mittee at this time a summary of the postal 
service of one of our clerks in the Miami 
post office, as well as a statement provided 
at my request by Mr. E. Ervin Gayle, vice 
president of the Florida Federation of Post 
Office Clerks, showing the multiple duties of 
a postal clerk in an average first-class post 
office. 

From this evidence I think this committee 
can readily see that a postal clerk is sort of 
a jack-of-all-trades who becomes well versed 
in all the operations of the post office, thus 
qualifying him for promotion to the super
visory ranks. 

It is obvious to me that the Fry report 
contemplates breaking down this system. 
First, it is recommended that these clerks 
be grouped into specific categories and their 
duties limited to specific tasks. Secondly, it 
is recommended that there be no arbitrary 
barriers to preventing supervisory positions 
from being filled by personnel from outside 
the postal service. Adoption of such a rec
ommendation would certainly break down 
the morale of the postal department, as well 
as the civil-service system, and would mean 
eventually that such supervisory positions 
were to be filled only through the patronage 
system. To such a conclusion I certainly 
cannot subscribe. 

Finally, I would like to call the commit
tee's attention to the fact that adoption of 
the reclassification recommendations would 
lead to less efficiency and economy. If you 
will note in the pictures which I have sub
mitted to the committee, the clerks are em
ployed on various duties, depending on need, 
within an office. They may work on the dis
tribution system for 4 hours. They would 
then provide relief for other clerks on the 
window, or they might even, when necessary, 
perform mail-handler's duties. Now, if they 
are classified as grade 3 clerks, are they to 
be expected to perform grade 5 work when 
necessary? If they are classified as grade 4 
clerks, can they be utilized to do the work 
of a grade 3 clerk? Or will the tendency be 
to perform just the duties of the clerk in 
the grade to which he has been assigned? 
It is conceivable that adoption of the pro
posed reclassification system would lead to 
much unproductive time and require more 
employees to do the job. 

I do feel, however, that there is merit in 
providing a different classification for some 
of our special and technical employees in 

the Department, but I cannot subscribe to 
the report of the Fry committee. 

With the vast knowledge of postal opera
tions possessed by the members of this com
mittee, I am hopeful that any reclassifica
tion action will be defeiTed until after a 
select committee from the Department and 
the employee organization, working with 
select members of this committee, can make 
a complete and thorough study of this field. 

La Salle College Basketball Champions 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OP 

HON. HUGH D. SCOTT, JR. 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. SCO'IT. Mr. Speaker, a champion 
deservedly merits admiration and com
mendation, especially when this distinc
tion was achieved through competition. 
We in Philadelphia are especially proud 
of our national collegiate basketball 
champions, the team of La Salle College. 
Since this notable and outstanding in
stitution is located within the heart of 
my congressional district, it is only natu
ral that I am so enthusiastic about the 
distinguished record of this team. 

The game of basketball is played by 
hundreds of American colleges, and the 
winner of the National Collegiate Ath
letic Association tournament is generally 
regarded as collegiate champion of the 
land. On Saturday night, March 20, La 
Salle College, of Philadelphia, defeated 
Bradley University,. of Peoria, lll., 92-76, 
at Kansas City, Mo., in the final NCAA 
tournament game and was presented 
with the James W. St. Clair trophy, em
blematic of national college basketball 
supremacy. The scaling of these heights 
of achievement is a tribute to Athletic 
Director James J. Henry, Coach Ken 
Loeffler, and every member of the La 
Salle College basketball squad, and a fit
ting climax to a season of hard work, 
cooperative effort, and real sportsman
ship. 

The Explorers started the season with 
all-American Tom Gola and veteran 
Frank O'Hara back from last year's team 
that had won 25 and lost 3 and was rated 
as the sixth best team in the country. 
However, even with Gola and O'Hara, 
the opinion was that a predominantly 
sophomore team would not be able to 
hold up through the diffi.cult schedule 
that faced La Salle. With the skill of 
a master craftsman, Coach Loeffler de
veloped his inexperienced players and 
used his two proven stars to the best 
advantage. As the season progressed, 
Loeffler's balanced offense and diversified 
defense began to prove their worth. At 
the end of the regular season, La Salle 
had won 21 games and lost only 4. In 
NCAA tournament play, after winning a 
thrilling contest from Fordham Univer
sity, the youthful Explorers swept past 
North Carolina State College, the United 
States Naval Academy, Pennsylvania 
State University, and Bradley University, 
to the national championship. 

Philadelphia's pride has been so well 
expressed in an editorial contained in 

the March 22 issue of the Philadelphia 
Daily News that I include it as a part 
of my remarks. It follows: 

LA SALLE-PIDLADELPHIA'S PlUDE 
It was a triumph and a victory for every 

citizen of this fair city when the gallant 
La Salle basketball team won the national 
championship, out in Kansas City, to bring 
once more to the attention of the world 
the glowing worth of Philadelphia's athletes. 
And identified with every hero in every vic
tory inevitably is the way of life which pro
duces such achievement, makes it possible, 
and underwrites it with courage and train
ing and sacrifice and skill. 

The race is not always to the swift, nor 
to the strong, as we are told in Ecclesiastes, 
for there are other qualities upon which 
life itself has set the values and measured 
the worth. These other values, the in
tangibles, ;the unseen, all contributed to the 
triumph of our La Salle Explorers. Neither 
a big team, nor a small team, neither a 
band of lighting cohesion, nor a crushing 
power machine, La Salle's triumph sym
bolizes unison, common purpose, sel1lessness, 
the team spirit. 

The great all-American Tom Gola played 
his outstanding part. The thoughtful, 
careful, craftsmanship of Coach Ken Loeffier 
was another essential. But so was the com
bined effort, and the individual effort, of 
each and every other player, from the sub 
on the bench to the star making the basket. 
So, likewise, was the spirit of the entire 
La Salle student body and faculty, which 
infused new strength and purpose into the 
players' hearts and gave high reason for their 
winning. 

So, too, the pride of Philadelphians in 
their own, a pride now richer and stronger 
than ever. 

The citizens of Philadelphia owe a debt 
to the college and to its athletes and its 
students. 

They have carried our way of life along 
with their own ideals of effort to another 
pinnacle of athletic triumph. 

The entire Nation will see and admire and 
respect. 

And we will give thanks to La Salle and 
its stars like Gola, and its great Coach 
Loeffier, and each and every one in its class
rooms and on its faculty, for the glory of 
achievement they have paraded before the 
world and personally brought to us. 

We owe La Salle not only a civic gratitude 
and pride, but also a civic duty. The gal
lant team should be appropriately honored 
by the city fathers and undoubtealy will be. 

Stabilization of the Dairy Industry 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. FRANK T. BOW 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. BOW. Mr. Speaker, I have today 
introduced a bill to stabilize the dairy 
industry. It is similar to that intro
duced by other Members of the House 
and of the Senate. 

The proposed drop in the dairy -sup
port level from the present 90 percent 
to 75 percent will result in an income 
loss that would be a catastrophe, not 
only to the dairy farmers of my district, 
but to those of the Nation. It will re
sult in an estimated loss of $600 million 
in current dairy income for the Nation. 
This could well trigger off a general de-
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pression, but in any event it is c·ertain 
to create a depression in the segment 
of agriculture involved. 

I want to point out to the Congress 
that the dairy segment of agriculture is 
the largest in the Nation, representing 
20 percent of the gross farm income and 
involving more than 2 million farmers 
throughout the Nation. 

Such a drastic income drop in this 
period of transition from a wartime to 
a peacetime economy is dangerous. This 
transition should be a gradual one, and 
maintaining the purchasing power in 
the hands of the Nation's dairy farm
ers is one of the best guaranties we have 
that such a transition will be gradual 
and orderly. 

As you know, President Eisenhower 
expressed this viewpoint in his farm mes
sage, when he declared that changes in 
supports should be gradual-"in steps of 
5 percentage points of the old parity 
per year"-during the transitional pe
riod to a modernized parity system. 

If we impoverish this great segment 
of agriculture I predict that we will 
soon be asked to support the general 
economy with appropriations far exceed
ing the investment we would make in 
raising the dairy-support level from the 
announced 75 percent to the 85 percent 
proposed in my bill. I urge the Con
gress to give the most careful consid
eration to this matter immediately. 

I submit an illustration of dairy farm
ers' income in my district: 

1952 1953 19.54 

--------1--------
Pounds produced ________ _ 
Price ________ -------------Gross income ______ ______ _ 
Cost of production _______ _ 
Net income ______________ _ 

200,000 
$5 

$10,000 
$6,700 
$3,300 

200,000 200,000 
$4.50 $3.75 

$9,000 $7,500 
$6, 700 $6, 700 
$2,300 $800 

1949 census dairy farms in district 4477 

Stark------------------------------- 1,540 
Tuscarawas ------------------------- 1, 110 
VVayne·----------------------------- 1,827 

Day preceding census 19&0 adjusted 1953 
level, 1,500,000 pounds milk produqed daily; 
543,124,015 pounds produced annually. 

Pounds whole milk sold 1949 adjusted 1953 
level, 413,138,435 pounds at 50 cents per hun
dredweight. 

Seventy-five percent support result equals 
two to two and one-half million dollars, or 
about 10 to 13 percent loss of income. 

Greek Independence Day 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. WILLIAM A. BARRETT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, under 
leave to extend my remarks in the REc
ORD, I wish to include the following trib
ute to one of our great allies, its peoples, 
and our American citizens of Hellenic 
descent. 

The Greeks have been for centuries 
in the forefront of pioneers in nearly all 
fields of human activity, including all 
the arts and sciences which go into the 
making of western civilization. They 

have, however, been particularly promi
nent as teachers and practitioners of 
what we today call the social sciences. 
To them, free and unfettered specula
tion and experimentation in all phases 
of social and political activity seemed 
quite natural. In this way, they learned 
and came to appreciate the true worth 
of freedom and independence-individ
ual as well as group and communal inde
pendence. This was the basis upon 
which their democratic city-states of 
yore were founded. Independence and 
freedom were the two most distinctive 
characteristics of these earliest known 
city-states. Thus, the independence 
which we prize most hlghly today was 
known to the Greek city-states some 
2,500 years ago. 

Subsequently, over the course of the 
centuries, through ancient and medieval 
times, the Greeks were unable to pre
serve their independence. And with the 
15th century when all Greece was over
run by the Turks, it seemed as if that 
cradle of western civilization, with all its 
splendor and glory, was lost to the West. 

Fortunately that was not to be the 
case. Almost four centuries of subjection 
to alien rule, sometimes under the 
harshest of tyrants, did not eradicate 
the Greek spirit of independence. Dur
ing that time the Greeks nursed and nur
tured their goal of national independ
ence. And when their religious and 
spiritual leader, Archbishop Germanos 
of Patras unfurled the fiag of revolt 
against their Turkish overlords on 
March 25, 1821, all Greeks to a man 
rallied to his aid. 

From then on it took 8 years of hard 
fighting to regain the political inde
pendence of Greece. This was accom
plished through the supreme sacrifice 
which Greeks cheerfully made for the 
attainment of their most cherished ideal. 

Today Greece stands as a fortress of 
freedom in the Mediterranean and is of 
great importance strategically and geo
graphically to our own national defense 
and security. She is a true and stanch 
ally, and the investments of the United 
States in this cradle of western civiliza
tion were wise and judicious. Our firm 
stand and financial assistance to Greece 
has resulted in uniting Greece, not only 
internally, but also with Turkey and 
Yugoslavia in their common stand 
against aggressor forces. 

Today, on the 133d anniversary of the 
Independence Day of Greece, we join in 
its celebration and hope that this anni
versary will always be celebrated in 
peace and freedom. 

One Hundred Thirty-third Anniversary of 
Greek Independence 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. HUGH D. SCOTT, JR. 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to join with the many loyal Americans of 

Hellenic descent in commemorating the 
133d anniversary of Greek independence. 
The great Hellenic culture has had a 
profound and lasting effect on the free
dom-loving nations of the · Western 
World. The Greeks as did the Ameri
cans fought long and hard to attain their 
independence and are ready and will
ing to fight just as hard and long in or
der to retain it. It is with great pride 
that Americans are able to know the 
Greek nation as a true and staunch ally 
in the continuing struggle for freedom 
for all people throughout the world. 
May the free peoples always be so for
tunate as to number the brave Hellenes 
as one of the stanchest supports of the 
structure of collective security which 
stands, and must always stand, against 
the brutish forces of totalitarianism. 

Greek Independence Day 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON.F.D.ROOSEVELT,JR. 
OF NEW YOIUt 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Mr. Sp~aker, to
day, March 25, marks the 133d anniver
sary of Greek independence. On this 
day in the year 1821 the Archbishop of 
Patras unfurled the national fiag of 
Greece and the revolution against rule 
by the Ottoman Empire started. 

The Greek urge to freedom was so 
compelling that the embattled Greek 
people fought against fantastic odds for 
over 6 years until their independence 
was finally assured after the great Naval 
Battle of Navarino in 1827. 

The independence of Greece is one of 
the most glorious events of 19th century 
European history. The fight for free
dom by the Greek people attracted the 
support of many outstanding world per
sonalities and we all remember the glo
rious efforts in this endeavor of the great 
poet, Lord Byron. 

The course of history for the valiant 
Greek nation has not been easy. Free
dom from foreign domination was main
tained from 1827 to 1941 and the world 
will not soon forget the heroic struggles 
of the Greek people against fascism, and 
how they overcame great odds in driv
ing back Mussolini's army in 1940. When 
the Nazis joined the fray, however, the 
Greek nation was overwhelmed, its peo-

. pie subjugated, its earth scorched, and 
·its economic resources systematically 
destroyed by Hitler's hordes. 

The Greek nation was once again 
liberated through the assistance of the 
British in 1944, but over 400,000 Greeks 
died of starvation during the period of 
ruthless occupation. 

After World War II liberated Greece 
it found its chief ports in ruins, three
fourths of its merchant fieet destroyed, 
the vital Corinth Canal blocked by mines, 
major rail lines torn up, highways use
less, hundreds of bridges down, and 
farmland unproductive. With more 
than 1,500 villages and towns destroyed, 
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thousands of people were homeless and 
living standards reached an almost im
possibly low level. 

In this moment of Greek national 
weakness the Communists struck. Un-

. able to win a strong voice in the new 
Greek Government, they formed guer
rilla bands to terrorize the villagers and 
to prevent them from carrying on their 
essential task of rehabilitation. This 
Communist move was intended to deal a 
deathblow to the war-torn economy of 
Greece and in the ensuing vacuum to 
force the country to accept Kremlin con
trol. 

Early in March of 1947 the Greek Gov
ernment appealed to the United States 
for assistance. With a great example of 
courage and foresight and in full recog
nition, not only of the humanitarian 
needs of the Greek people but of the 
danger of ·international communism to 
the security of the free world and the 
United States, President Truman boldly 
responded with the initiation of what is 
now known as the Truman Doctrine for 
Greece and Turkey. The President then 
secured approval from Congress of his 
initial request for $300 million which 
went into the guns and equipment for 
the Greek Army as well as foodstuffs 
and other necessities for the population, 
and the Greek people were again on the 
way to the establishment of decency and 
freedom. AideC: by an American military 
mission, a revitalized Greek Army de
feated the Communists and established 
peace in October of 1949. Continued 
United States aid has helped rebuild the 
economy and has enabled the Greek peo
ple to strengthen their Army against an
other Communist attempt to seize power. 

The United States action in Greece 
foreshadowed our stand in Korea, where 
American troops as well as United States 
military and economic assistance went 
into the fight against Communist aggres
sion. It is also significant that the 
Greeks, having defeated the Communists 
at home, had a military unit fighting 
with other United Nations forces in 
Korea. 

Today Greece and the United States 
share defense responsibilities as NATO 
partners. A United States military ad
visory mission is stationed in Athens, and 
Greek military personnel receive spe
cialized training in America. With some 
200,000 men under arms, Greece has a. 
larger percentage of its population in ac
tive military service than any other Eu
ropean NATO nation, and this force 
could be doubled on short notice. 

The treaty recently signed by Greece, 
Turkey, and Yugoslavia is a strong sup
port to NATO defenses on the southeast
ern flank. We recognize that growing 
ties of friendship among these nations, as 
evidenced by the pact, will provide a. 
stabilizing infiuence that will extend 
through Turkey to the Middle East. 

And I have every confidence that the 
fFeedom-loving Greek people will ignore 
the recent request from the Soviet Un
ion to repudiate this treaty. Not only do 
they hate totalitarianism of all kinds, 
but the Greek people have never gone 
back on their word. 

The fight of the valiant Greek people 
against the Communists had further 

tragic consequences for this smallnation 
which is the source of much of our west
ern culture. During the course of this 
struggle against communism 25,000 
Greek children were kidnapped by the 
Communists and sent behind the Iron 
Curtain for indoctrination by the Krem
lin. Only a few hundred of these chil
dren, those who had been held in Yugo
slavia, have been returned to their fam
ilies. The Soviet bloc admits that they 
hold these 25,000 kidnapped children but 
cruelly insist on using them as child la
bor in Communist territory and refuse 
to return them to their families in 
Greece. 

Here in our own country the Greek
American community has made a great 
contribution to our culture, to our econ
omy, and to our democratic spirit. Al
most every day we in the Congress are 
privileged to view the inspiring frescoes 
in the dome of our Nation's Capitol 
painted by Constantine Brumidi. Music 
lovers throughout the world thrill to the 
stirring genius of Dimitri Mitropoulos. 
The medical profession has long recog
nized the outstanding contributions to 
world health which the renowned Dr. 
Papanikolaou has made to the field of 
cancer research. The business com
munity is privileged to enjoy the business 
genius of such as Spyros Skouras, and in 
the field of education we are deeply in
debted to Raphael Demos, professor of 
philosophy at Harvard University. 

There are today more than one-half 
million Americans of Greek origin and 
over 400 Greek Orthodox communities in 
the United States where their great tra
ditions of culture are fostered and main
tained. Each community has at least 
one church and parochial school where 
the Greek language and history is 
taught. 

It is a great privilege to be able to join 
with the rest of the free world and with 
all of our patriotic American friends of 
Hellenic origin in observing March 25 as 
Greek Independence Day. 

Postal Supervisors' Salaries Commensu
rate With Responsibilities 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. CECIL R. KING 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. KING of California. Mr. Speaker, 
under leave to extend my remarks in the 
RECORD, I include my statement before 
the House Committee on Post Office and 
Civil Service urging salaries for postal 
supervisors commensurate with their re
sponsibilities: 

Mr. Chairman, I ask your earnest consid
eration of the provisions of legislation in be
half of postal supervisors. 

In addition to a cost-of-living increase, 
the postal supervisor has a particular ob
jective in this session of Congress in the pro
visions of H. R. 2585 -and S. 1750 which pro
Vide for an adjus_tment of the inequities that 
have been ·caused by salary legislation en
acted since 1945. These identical bills also 

provide for within-grade promotions in each 
level of supervision. 

It will appear evident that an injustice 
exists when it is pointed ovt th!lt all em
ployees under the Classification Act as well 
as most employees in the postal service en
joy periodic step increases. Postal super
visors, however, have the unique distinction 
of being confined to a single salary grade. 
This phase alone should merit and warrant 
enactment of this legislation. 

In recent years inequities and injustices 
have crept into the salary structure of the 
postal supervisor. He has found himself 
the victim of an unfortunate legislative cycle 
that has narrowed the salaries in various 
levels of supervision and responsibility. 

First the Little-Steel formula restricted a 
full adjustment in Public Law 134 enacted 
in July 1945. Then came horizontal in
creases that added to the inequities. Finally 
the Wage St abilization Act nullified efforts 
for a full adjustment in Public Law 204 en
acted in 1951. 

The present salary structure has been 
thrown out of balance by the restrictions 
previously mentioned. They have caused a 
very narrow spread to exist between various 
levels of supervision. This in turn has re
sulted in inadequate compensation commen
surate with responsibility. The proposed 
salary schedules on the other hand will 
spread the salaries to compensate in each 
grade and in each level of supe~ision and 
responsibility. 

I feel there is full justification for the en
actment of this legislat ion. In fact, I feel 
that the salaries of postal supervisors ini
tially shoulc! be at least those provided in the 
final grade of the within-grade provisions. 
Particularly do I believe this when I com
pare the responsibilities and salaries of a 
postal supervisor with that of a supervisor 
in private industry or even within the Gov
ernmental service itself as proviged in the 
general-service schedules. It also seems 
only equitable that assist ant post masters 
should be paid proportiona tely as to the re
sponsibility held and also comparatively 
with the similar positions held in private 
industry, and that overtime should be avail
able to supervisors at any time during the 
year as it is allowed to the clerks and 
carriers. 

May I in behalf of the postal supervisors 
in my district appeal to your committee in 
its wisdom, Mr. Chairman, to approve this 
measure. 

"Definitely Worth While To Initiate Some 
Sort of a Food Stamp Plan" -Letter 
From Former President of St. Louis 
CC~~mmunity Chest Commenting on Sul
livan Bill 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. LEONOR K. SULLIVAN 
OF MISS0URI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES-

- Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mrs. SULLIVAN. M : . Spe·aker, I am 
pleased to have the comments of an out
standing St. Louis leader, Mr. William 
Charles, on my bill, H. R. 7870, for the 
establishment of a food-stamp plan for 
the distribution of some of our vast 
hoard of surplus food to people in out
right need. Mr. Charles, who has 
worked long and hard in the vitally nec
essary, but often thankless, area of pub-
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lie service represented by our organized · 
charities and nongovernmental health 
and welfare agencies, has just recently 
retired as president of the Community 
Chest of St. Louis and St. Louis County. 

Speaking as a private citizen, he re
ports that a need certainly exists for 
supplementing the generally inadequate 
relief grants and for providing some as
sistance of this nature to those needy 
persons ineligible for public assistance 
because of situations such as our law in · 
Missouri that employable persons cannot 
receive public assistance regardless of 
their ability to find jobs. 

It is his suggestion that actual dis
tribution of surplus foods under a food
stamp plan be done through local mer
chants. My bill permits the Secretary of 
Agriculture to designate the exact 
method of distribution of up to $1 billion 
worth of -surplus food a year by food 
stamps. Mr. Charles also suggests that 
if it is not possible to use the local stores, 
the cost of maintaining necessary depots 
for the distribution be borne by the Fed
eral Government. That is the intent of 
H. R. 7870, but it may have to be spelled 
out more clearly. He further suggests 
that the cost of personnel for certifying 
needy persons not on public welfare rolls 
be reimbursed to the State or local wel
fare agencies assigned that responsibility 
under the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I think all of the Mem
bers will be interested in the informed 
and valuable comments from this out
standing St. Louis leader in the field of 
the organized charities, and I inclose his · 
letter as part of my remarks: 

COMMUNITY CHEST OF ST. LOUIS 

modest provision for reimbursing the States 
or municipalities for whatever special per
sonnel they might have to hire to carry on 
this certification job. 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM CHARLES. 

Postal Salary Legislation 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. RAY J. MADDEN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, this 
morning I appeared before the Post Of
fice and Civil Service Committee of the 
House and testified in behalf of much
needed postal salary legislation that will 
give the postal employee a living wage. 
I do hope that the committee will give 
favorable action to the bill introduced by 
Congressman WITHROW, of Wisconsin, 
which is now being considered by the 
committee. 

In addition to several communications 
from the Gary, Hammond, East Chicago, 
and Whiting, Ind., organizations of the 
postal employees, I submitted the follow
ing statement for the consideration of 
the Post Office and Civil Service Com
mittee: 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank the mem
bers of the Post omce and Civil Service Com
mittee for this opportunity to present my 
views regarding the pending salary legisla
tion concerning postal employees. 

AND ST. Louis CoUNTY, When I first came to Congress, in January 
St. Louis, Mo., March 15, 1954. 1943, I was happy to become a member of the 

Mrs. JoHN B. SULLIVAN, Post omce and Post Roads Committee. At 
Congress of the United States, that time the postal employees had not re-

House of Representatives, ceived a permanent raise in salary for almost 
Washington, D. C. a quarter of a century. This committee met 

DEAR MRs. SULLIVAN: This will acknowledge during the early days of the 78th Congress 
receipt of your letter of March 8 addressed - and over a period of several weeks held hear
to me as president of the Community Chest, ings on postal salary legislation and reported 
a position from which I retired last week. out a salary bill which was enacted into law 

Speaking sol-ely as a private citizen, I think in May 1943. Although the cost of living has 
that it would be definitely worth while to increased by terrific proportions in the last 
initiate some sort of a food stamp plan for 11 years, -the postal employees have not been 
persons now on relief or properly certified as given equitable consideration by the Con
being eligible for surplus foods. Certainly, gress in salary increases which would over
a case could be made for supplementing the come necessary living expenses. The increase 
present relief grants to all categories of our in 1951 was but a pittance to enable the 
public assistance group, where we generally average postal employee and his family to 
know grants are inadequate. Certainly, a enjoy just the ordinary necessities of modern 
ease could be ·made for providing some as- living. 
sistance of tbls sort to a fairly substantial I represent a congressional district which 
number of familles who because they are is highly industrialized, and our people are 
employable are not able to get any public exposed to the same abnormal high living 
assistance from the State of Missouri and costs as the people living in the city of Chi
there may ' be some other borderline situa- cago and other great metropolitan areas. 
tions also. I have received several surveys from groups 

It would seem to me that there should be of postal employees in the Calumet region of 
some assurances as follows: Indiana, setting out a breakdown of their 

1. If possible these food stamps should wage check compared with the necessary 
be redeemable through our local merchants. · monthly expenditures which they are com
This would eliminate the necessity for any pelled to meet monthly. I will submit for 
special distribution centers and would en- the record these salary breakdowns from 
able the individual to go to his usual store. Gary, Whiting, and Hammond, Ind., letter 
This, by the way, was the practice 1n the im- carriers organizations, and from other postal 
mediate prewar period when we had a sub- groups and organizations in the Calumet 
stantial surplus of food. area of Indiana. I do hope that the mem-

2. Or, if this is not possible and distribu- bers of your committee will take time to go 
tion depots of some sort have to be esta.b- over this astounding revelation of the flnan-

• lished, the cost of maintaining such depots cial condition of the postal workers in my 
and the necessary personnel should be borne area. It is revealed that 67 percent of the 
by the Federal Go_vernment. postal employees are compelled to seek out

S. Then, with respect to certifying who is side work in order to make ends meet. This 
eligible beyond those persons now in receipt compares to 45 percent holding outside jobs 
of public asslst'ance, there should be some which was revealed in the national poll. It 

is further revealed that approximately 65 
percent of the wives of postal employees are 
working either part time or are seeking some 
source of outside income. This comparee to 
38.2 percent of the postal wives working on 
the national poll. Other very interesting 
statistics on this matter from my district are 
hereby submitted for the consideration of 
your honorable committee. 

I firmly believe that if the Congress will 
give a substantial and equitable raise to the 
post-omce employees, it would contribute a 
great deal to strengthen the purchasing 
power of the American public and this in 
turn will greatly aid industry and business 
which so sorely needs financial impetus to 
restore growing unemployment. 

The Postmaster General's recommendation 
of reclassification legislation and acceler
ated pay increase at this time is not only un
realistic, complicated, and impractical, but 
it will not begin to provide just salary in
creases to the postal workers of America. If 
the Postmaster General is serious in his re
classification program, it should be submit
mUted as separate legislation so this com
mittee and Congress can give special study 
to the violent change in the American postal 
organization. His reorganization program 
and salary increases proposed would provide 
increases as low as % cent an hour for 
some postal employees. I firmly believe that 
the Postmaster General's recommendation 
is nothing more than a smokescreen in 
order to confuse the issue and muddy the 
waters to detract from the present legisla
tion under consideration to give the postal 
workers an $800 flat pay raise. I believe the 
members of your committee sincerely feel 
that any employee, whether he is in private 
industry or Government service, should be 
paid adequate compensation; a salary which 
will retain his purchasing power parity with 
the paycheck which he received before Pearl 
Harbor. An $800 across-the-board increase 
as set out in the Withrow bill, would place 
the postal workers on an economic parity 
with the cost of living as it existed in 1938 
and 1939. 

I do not believe that the Americ·an public 
expect the Post Omce Department to operate 
on a profl t and loss basis. The American 
taxpayer pays billions to operate our Gov
ernment and of course we realize that about 
85 percent of this money is expended under 
the cost. of war, both past, present, and fu
ture. The postal service is the one depart
ment of the Government which is in con
tact with every American almost daily. It 
is the one service which the taxpayer de
mands should be emciently conducted. The 
men and women working in the service 
should be paid an ample wage and guaran
teed future security for their homes and 
families. A raise of this kind would not 
only aid to restore employment in industry, 
but it would be a terrific impetus to our 
receding economy. I do hope this commit
tee will report out favorably the Withrow 
bill and give the Congress an opportunity 
to debate and pass on the merits and de
merits of this legislation so that postal 
workers of America can be placed on a plane 
close to the millions who work in industry, 
business, and other avenues of our economy. 

A Swelled Head Quickly Reduced 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

CLARE E. HOFFMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 1954 
Mr. HOFFMAN of Michigan. Mr. 

Speaker, an editorial in the Chicago 
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Tribune of March 20, captioned "The 
Cure That Failed," for a few moments 
caused me to think quite well of myself. 
The first three sentences are as follows: 

The · Committee for Economic Develop
ment, a businessmen's organization, issued 
a rP.port Monday declaring it to be essential 
that the Government adopt deficit financing 
whenever a serious recession in business de
velops. The committee says that to get out 
of a bad slump the Treasury should try not 
to raise enough revenue to pay for what it 
spends. Rather, it should reduce the income 
as the outgo mounts. 

The Chicago Committee for Economic 
Development was of the opinion that, to 
balance the na tiona! budget, instead of 
soaking the people with additional 
taxes-for the Government has no other 
income-we should cut Federal appro
priations. 

Reading that paragraph for the third 
time, it came to my mind that several 
times on the floor of the House, and 
many, many times in letters to the home 
folks when they complained about high 
taxes-though some in the same letter 
asked for additional appropriations for 
one thing or another-!, and I capitalize 
the "I," had suggested that the true rem-

SENATE 
MONDAY, MARCH 29, 1954 

<Legislative day of Monday, March 1, 
1954) 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock meridian, 
on the expiration of the recess. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Frederick Brown 
Harris, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Most merciful God, who art the foun
tain of all grace, who knowest our neces
sities before we ask, our ignorance in 
asking, and our fallible judgments: Have 
compassion, we beseech Thee, upon our 
infirmities. Strengthen us in all noble 
impulses, and daily increase in us the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
passion to find the truth and to be utterly 
fair in all our dealings and decisions. 
Dowered with privileges as no other Na
tion, give us a sympathy with other peo
ples whose prayer, "Give us this day our 
daily bread," has never yet been an
swered. May our high pedestal of well
being prove to be Thy call to protect the 
weak and exploited, that through the 
potent ministry of our dear land all peo
ples of the earth may be blessed . . We 
ask it in the dear Redeemer's name. 
Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 
On request of Mr. KNoWLAND, and by 

unanimous consent, the reading of the 
Journal of the proceedings of Thursday, 
March 25, was dispensed with. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT
APPROVAL OF BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION 
Messages in writing from the President 

of the United States were communicated 
to the Senate by Mr. Miller, one of his 

edy was a reduction in governmental 
expenses. 

Many times it has been my privilege to 
call attention to specific items, not only 
of extravagance, but of obvious waste, 
not only in the executive departments, 
but in the houskeeping of the Congress 
itself. · 

The all-too-often answer that came to 
me from some of my colleagues, and from 
some executive agencies, when it was 
suggested that this, that, or the other 
item of expenditure be avoided, was a 
frown or scowl, an expression of pain or 
disgust, a few left-handed compliments, 
downright plain rebuke or a suggestion 
that in some way I might practice a lit
tle more economy myself. The latter 
I have always tried to do, even though 
some of those who were personally ad
versely affected by the economy move did 
not appear overly happy. 

When, as chairman of the House Com
mittee on Government Operations, I sug
gested that, when Congress was not in 
session, the committee members should 
curtail some of their traveling, not only 
in this country, but abroad, the commit
tee members-shall I say, "retaliated"; 

secretaries, and he announced that the 
President had approved and signed the 
following acts and joint resolution: 

On March 26, 1954: 
S. 489. An act to direct the Secretary of 

the Army to convey certain land, located in 
Windsor Locks, Conn., to the State of Con
necticut; 

S. 1827. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Army to disclaim any interest of the 
United States in and to certain property 
located in the State of Washington; 

S. 2111. An act to permit the flying of the 
flag of the United States for 24 hours of each 
day in Flag House Square, Baltimore, Md.; 

S. 2318. An act to repeal the act entitled 
"An act to aut horize the Director of the Cen
sus to collect and publish statistics of red
cedar shingles"; and 

S. J. Res. 34. Joint resolution authorizing 
the Secretary of the Army to receive for in
struction at the United S t ates Military Acad
emy at West Point, two citizens and subjects 
of the Kingdom of Thailand, and the Sec
retary of the Navy to receive for instruction 
at the United States Naval Academy at An
napolis, two citizens and subjects of the 
Kingdom of Belgium. 

On March 27, 1954: 
S. 79. An act to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to cooperate with the State of 
Kentucky to acquire non-Federal cave prop
erties within the authorized boundaries of 
Mammoth Cave National Park in the State 
of Kentucky, and for other purposes. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
A message from the House of Repre

sentatives, by Mr. Chaffee, one of its 
clerks, announced that the House had 
passed a bill <H. R . 8481) making sup
plemental appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1954, and for other 
purposes, in which it requested the con
currence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
House had disagreed to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill <H. R. 8224) to 
reduce excise taxes, and for other pur
poses; agreed to the conference asked by 
the Senate on the disagreeing votes o:f 

perhaps I should say, "responded"-by 
cutting off my authority as committee 
chairman to appoint special three-man 
subcommittees, and arrogated to them
selves as members of subcommittees the 
authority to go when, where, and for any 
purpose they deemed advisable, to make 
investigations and hold hearings. Two of 
them have now spent 66 days abroad at 
taxpayers' expense. 

Individuals and groups, inside and out
side Government, think there should be 
economy-retrenchment-but usually in 
fields other than their own. 

I still think that the way toward bal
ancing the budget, toward reducing 
taxes, and sometime, I hope, making a 
payment on the national debt, is to cut 
down the expenditures of both the execu
tive and the legislative departments. 
Just talking about it, promising it as each 
election approaches, so far hasn't done 
very much good. 

This being an election year, if the peo
ple will get hot enough under the collar
if I may use that expression-to get after 
their Congressmen on this issue, there 
is still time before adjournment to get 
some worthwhile reductions in Federal 
expenditures. 

the two Houses thereon, and that Mr. 
REED of New York; Mr. JENKINS, Mr-. 
SIMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. COOPER, 
and Mr. MILLS were appointed managers 
on the part of the House at the confer
ence. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Mr. SCHOEPPEL. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent for permission to be 
absent from the Senate from 2 o'clock 
today until Wednesday afternoon, in or:. 
der that I may return to Kansas to at
tend a funeral. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob
jection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER FOR TRANSACTION OF 
ROUTINE BUSINESS 

Mr. KNOWLAND. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that immediately 
following the quorum call there may be 
the customary morning hour for the 
transaction of routine business, under 
the usual 2-minute limitation on 
speeches. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob
jection, it is so ordered. 

CHANGE OF CONFEREES ON EXCISE 
TAXBIT..L 

Mr. KNOWLAND. Mr. President, be
cause of tlie illness of the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. GEoRGE], I ask unanimous 
consent that the senior Senator from 
Colorado [Mr. JoHNSON] be substituted 
as one of the Senate conferees on the 
excise tax bill. After consultation with 
the minority, I understand the substitu
tion is agreeable. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob• 
jection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KNOWLAND. I suggest the ab· 
sence of a quorum. · ' 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secre
tary will call the roll. 
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