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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

Review of First Actions of the 
Kennedy Administration 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. JOE L. EVINS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 1961 
Mr. EVINS. Mr. Speaker, under 

unanimous consent, I include in the CoN
GRESSIONAL RECORD my weekly news
letter, Capitol Comments, which reviews 
the early record of the Kennedy admin
istration. The newsletter follows: 

REVIEW OF FmsT AC'IIONS OF THE KENNEDY 
ADMINISTRATION 

President Kennedy, although in office as 
the Chief Executive for only 6 weeks, has 
shown remarkable insight into the needs of 
the Nation and extraordinary skill in setting 
forth programs that will ful:flll these needs. 

He has moved rapidly in presenting pro
grams to the Congress for restoring vigor to 
the economy and for improving our inter
national position. He has moved. with even 
more speed in initiating programs, which 
fall completely within the authority of the 
Executive, to assure that the Government 
assume its full responsibility to the people 
of this Nation and to the world. 

A review of some of the important actions 
of the President during this brief period of 
the new administration demonstrates this 
insight and vigor. 

The President in his first two Executive 
orders moved to provide food for the hun
gry-first, at home by ordering the Secretary 
of Agriculture "to expand and improve" the 
program for food distribution to the needy 
in areas of chronic unemployment, and 
secondly, by establishing a food-for-peace 
program to use the Nation's agriculture 
abundance to help provide food for needy 
people around the world. President Kennedy 
has directed. also that the school lunch pro
gram be expanded and strengthened. 

On the military scene during the first 10 
days the President ordered $125 mlllion in 
additional cargo planes to increase America's 
airlift capacity and $724 million for addi
tional Polaris submarines--one of our Na
tion's most effective weapons--and also 
launched the most comprehensive disarma
ment study in the Nation's history. 

To stimulate the economy and help bring 
the recession to a halt the President lowered 
interest rates on FHA insured. loans; liberal
ized the loan program to local governments 
for construction of public facilities; expand
ed the U.S. Employment service; ordered 
$257 million in 1961 GI insurance dividends 
paid ahead of schedule; stepped up payments 
of $4 blllion in income tax refunds; made 
$724 million in Federal highway funds avail
able to States ahead of schedule; speeded up 
processing of urban renewal loans and estab
lished the President's Advisory Committee 
on Labor-Management Policy among other 
Executive actions. 

The President has sent a number of mes
sages to the COngress urging legislation in a 
variety of fields including assistance for dis
tressed areas; a health insurance program for 
the aged; a revised and expanded social se
curity program; a national health program; 
an increase in the minimum wage; a national 
housing program; a plan to keep the inter
state highway program on schedule; and a 
comprehensive program for Federal aid to 

publlc schools-all being considered in Con
gress. 

The President also asked the Congress to 
extend unemployment benefits and to pass 
an emergency feed-grain program-both of 
which have passed the House. 

In another very significant action, the 
President has established a Peace Corps, 
which will enllst American men and women 
for voluntary service in promoting under
standing and good will in the countries of 
the world. The Peace Corps wm serve as a 
pool of trained talent which will be sent to 
foreign countries to help other governments 
meet their needs for skilled manpower as a 
gesture of a good neighbor promoting peace. 

The President in his inaugural address 
said the problems of the Nation and the 
world could not be solved in 100 days nor 
1,000 days "but let us begin." The first weeks 
of his administration indicate early dedica
tion and decisiveness of action determined to 
serve our country and to make improvements 
in our relations with other nations of the 
world. 

Ode to a New Assignment 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. OVERTON BROOKS 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 1961 

Mr. BROOKS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I have received a most enter
taining communication from one of the 
new members of the House Committee on 
Science and Astronautics, of which I am 
chairman. Representative JuDY WEIS, 
of New York, is the first woman to be 
named to this major standing committee 
of the House of Representatives. She 
has attended faithfully session after ses
sion of the committee and apparently 
listened intently to everything that has 
been said and watched everything that 
has been done. In other words, she has 
been an excellent committee member. 

Only yesterday I received in the mail 
from this Congresswoman a delightful 
piece of poetry entitled "Ode to a New 
Assignment," with apologies to the chair
man of the committee. It is delight
fully done and refreshing to read. With 
the idea of giving this House the full 
opportunity to understand the attitude 
of a new Member, especially a female 
member of the Science and Astronautics 
Committee of the House, I present to 
you a poem of her origin entitled "Ode 
to a New Assignment." It is as follows: 

ODE TO A NEW ASSIGNMENT 

Listen to the plaintive case 
Of a female put on space. 
Glad she is, but quite confused
SACed in, Moon struck, and BMEWSed. 

NASA-ARPA-R. & D., 
Conus-Spasur, and Mach 3; 
Advent-scouts, both sea and blue, 
What, oh, what, do they all do? 

Gantrys, pads, and solld fuels, 
Booster, thrust, and molecules; 
My, but what a chump I am-
More stupid than a chimp named Ham. 

Samos, Midas, Atlas, Thor, 
Minuteman, and Transit IV, 
Roam in the ionosphere-
Van Allen's Belt is also here. 

Echo twinkles in the sky, 
Open to the naked eye. 
Here's a puzzler-boy, oh, boy! 
What's a "carbon cloud decoy"? 

Astronauts wm soon be found 
Up in orbit going round. 
Heroes all, we will agree, 
Still the earth's the place for me. 

Saturn-Nova-Dynasoar, 
Each day brings a whole lot more. 
With all this hardware up in space, 
We should win this awesome race. 

This is tough for me, gosh durn it! 
But I'll work until I learn it. 
I'll not yield my treasured place
The first female to serve on space. 

National Peace Agency-LeHer to the 
President 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. WALTER H. MOELLER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 1961 

Mr. MOELLER. Mr. Speaker, under 
leave to extend my remarks in the REc
ORD, I would like to discuss an issue which 
disturbs many millions of people 
throughout the world. This is the lack 
of any e:fiective means of controlling the 
explosive arms race we have been in for 
many years. Weapons of terrifying de
structive power have been developed, 
technology seems to far outdistance 
man's ability to settle his differences, and 
now, advanced research and development 
by such powers as France and Israel ap
pear to foreshadow a rapid spread of nu
clear weapons among the community of 
nations. Experts tell us that it is only 
a matter of time until the Communist 
Chinese join the nuclear club. A recent 
scientific breakthrough in West Germany 
indicates that a cheap method may have 
been discovered to enable even small and 
relatively poor nations to have their own 
nuclear arms. 

The nuclear test discussions scheduled 
to be resumed in Geneva later this month 
may or may not come up with any real 
progress. But it is essential that prog
ress be made and one of the best ways 
we can assure progress is for the United 
States to initiate a vigorous and con
centrated program of planning for peace. 
There is undoubtedly some work now be
ing done in this field by the Federal Gov
ernment, but so far, it has been a scat
tered and haphazard effort. There is no 
central direction or planning of this vi
tal work. No one has gathered together 
all the diverse interests of the various 
governmental departments and agencies 
into a coherent whole, analyzed where we 
should be going, where we are lacking in 



3778 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - HQ:USE March 10 

information; and what we should be do· 
ing to energize and concentrate the na· 
tional effort toward achievement of peace 
in our time. 

I have recently introduced a bill, H.R. 
2267, to establish a National Peace 
Agency. Over 30 other Members of this 
House have introduced similar legisla· 
tion during the current session of Con· 
gress. The House Committee on For
eign Relations has yet to organize their 
subcommittees and therefore has been 
unable to take any action, schedule any 
hearings, or request comments from the 
affected executive agencies. Thus, we 
have been in session over 2 months 
now and there is little prospect of ac
tion in this vital area in the near future. 

In his last press conference, President 
Kennedy was asked what progress he 
had made in building up an adequate 
staff to deal with the question of dis
armament and planning for negotia
tions. In his · resP<>nse, Mr. Kennedy 
stated that Mr. McCloy was working on 
the problem and he hoped to have rec
ommendations to submit to Congress 
"in some days." 

This week I sent a letter to President 
Kennedy outlining some of the prob
lems and urging that quick action be 
taken on this matter. I would like to 
include the text of my letter to the Pl·esi
dent in the RECORD with the hope that 
it will act as a reminder that we have 
not yet done what we must, that we 
have not yet taken ·any concrete action 
to .launch a genuine and sincere study 
of . the problems of disarmament, con
trol, inspection, and their many related 
problem areas. 

~etter to the President: 
MARCH 6, 1961. 

The Honorable JOHN F. KENNEDY, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

MY DEAR PRESIDENT KENNEDY: One Of the 
questions raised at your press conference the 
other day concerned the amount of effort 
currently being expended by the Federal 
Government in the field of disarmament 
planning. 

Disarmament planning, or as it may more 
appropriately be called, planning for peace, 
has long been a concern of all thoughtful 
Americans-indeed of thoughtful men the 
world over. Your answer to this press con
ference question, as well as the many state
ments you have made on the subject, both 
during and since the campaign, indicate that 
this problem has been, and is, one of deep 
concern to you. . 

I will not soon forget the stirring words 
with which you characterized the task be-
fore us: · · 

"But neither can two great and powerful 
groups of nations take comfort from our 
present course-both sides overburdened by 
the cost of modern weapons, both rightly 
alarmed by the steady spread of this deadly 
atom, yet both racing to alter that uncer
tain balance of terror that stays the hand of 
mankind's final war. • * • Let both sides, 
for the first time, formulate serious and pre
cise proposals for the inspection and con
trol of arms-and bring the absolute power 
to destroy other nations under the absolute 
control of all nations. Let both sides seek 
to invoke the wonders of science instead of 
its terrors. Together let us explore the stars, 
conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap 
the ocean depths, and encourage the arts 
and commerce. Let both sides unite to heed 
in all corners of the earth the command of 
Isaiah-to 'undo the heavy burdens * * . * 
(and} let the oppressed go free.' And if a 

beachhead of cooperation may push back the 
jungle of suspicion, let both sides join in 
creating a new endeavor, not a new balance 
of power, but a new world of law, where the 
strong are just and the weak secure and the 
peace preserved." 

Mr. President, the spontanem,ts and tre
mendous response you have received from 
the American people on your projected Peace 
Corps is proof enough of the wholehearted 
support you may expect to receive in your 
efforts to work out effective programs for 
arms limitation. This support will come 
from men of good wlll throughout the Nation 
.and from the Congress. 

As . evidence of this. support from the leg
.islative branch of the Government I might 
cite the many bills to establish a National 
Peace Agency introduced during the current 
session of Congress. I have introduced such 
a bill,'H.R. 2267, and believe this approach 
to the problem merits your most careful· 
consideration. 

Few will dispute the aims of this legisla
tion: To promote arms limitation, to assure 
.international control and inspection, and to 
assist in the elimination of the economic 
causes of war. Nor will many dispute the 
advisability of initiating research and study 
programs to seek and implement solutions 
to such problems as nuclear, missile, and 
satellite test monitoring; the effect of dis
armament on national economies; limiting 
the use of space for military purposes; the 
effects of radiation on men; population mal
distribution; and problems of underdevel
oped nations-to cite but a few contemplated 
by this bill. 

There may well be some who feel that es
~blishing a separate agency to carry out this 
vital mission would involve duplication of 
effort now being expended in several depart
ments of the Government. I do not sub
scribe to this belief. I think, rather, that a 
single National Peace Agency could, and 
would, serve to focalize all Federal effort 
directed toward these goals. One agency, 
dedicated to these high purposes, would cap
ture the imagination of the country, mobilize 
the creative power of American ideas, and 
concentrate the national effort toward the 
achievement of peace in our time. However, 
I respectfully submit that it is of overriding 
importance that no disagreement as to the 
location or agency structure of this effort be 
allowed to jeopardize its success. It is im
perative that the task be initiated with vigor 
and without delay. I am confident that the 
Congress will respond to your call. 

It is no small satisfaction to me and to 
many millions of Americans that we are able 
to rely on thoughtful and decisive executive 
action in these difficult times. I urge you, 
therefore, Mr. President, to give the problem 
of planning for peace your most careful and 
expeditious consideration so that your rec
ommendations to the Congress may be made 
in the near future. 

Respectfully, 
WALTER H . MOELLER. 

The Spirit of March 15 Lives On in 
Hungary 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. HENRY S. REUSS 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 10, 1961 

Mr. REUSS. Mr. Speaker, in an age 
when slavery and tyranny stalk the eart:Q. 
in the name of revolution the 15th of 

· March, like the Fourth of · July, recalls 

for us that "revolution" once meant the 
end of tyranny and the triumph of in· 
dividual freedom. For it was on the 15th 
of March, 1848, that the Hungarian peo
ple, under the leadership of the famed 
Louis Kossuth, won freedom from Haps
burg rule and obtained . their charter of 
freedom. This revolution brought free
dom for the serfs, enlarged public repre
sentation in political affairs, and the 
right to create their own Hungarian 
National Government. 

Americans of all national ongms 
proudly honor Kossuth on March 15, al
though the freedom which he obtained 
for his country does not exist there to
day. We have faith that the Hungarian 

· people will someday be free again, and 
that when they are it will · be the spirit 
of Kossuth that leads them. 

We know firsthand of the greatness 
of the Hungarian people for many of 
them have come to this country and en
riched its heritage. They help us to 
·keep alive the spirit of freedom which 
sparked the Hungarian patriots of 1848 
just as it sparked our own patriots 
in 1776. 

Secretary Dillon Gives Views on the Bear
ing Which Foreign Aid Costs Have on 
Our Imbalance of International Pay
ments 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. JOE L. EVINS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 1961 

Mr. EVINS. Mr. Speaker, under 
unanimous consent, I include in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD copies Of COrre
spondence between the Honorable Doug
las Dillon, Secretary of the Treasury, 
and myself regarding the costs of our 
foreign aid programs with particular 
reference to their bearing on our cur
rently unfavorable balance of interna
tional payments. 

Texts of the letters follow: 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.C., February 18, 1961. 

Hon. DOUGLAS DILLON, . 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, D.C. -

DEAR SECRETARY DILLON: It seems to me 
that we need an emphasis on reduction of 
our foreign aid costs which we are not 
getting. 

American spending for foreign aid during 
the postwar years in which we have extended 
this form of international assistance has 
reached a staggering total in excess of $80 
billions. 

As you know, our national economy has 
been adversely affected in recent years by 
an increasingly unfavorable balance of in
ternational payments-an annual deficit 
roughly equivalent to the amount we spend 
each year for foreign aid. We were asked 
by the previous administration for $4 billion 
in foreign-aid appropriations for the fiscal 
year 1962. 

The Congress and the country want to 
cut and reduce but President Eisenhower 
insisted and urged more spending and in
creased foreign-aid appropriations. Obvi
ously, a dangerous gap exists which must 
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b~· clOsed at the earliest possibie moment. 
The: money we are sending abroad for for
eign aid is needed at home to ·help quickly 
restore a favorable balacnce of·payments, stop 
the :flight of gold, and serve our own economy 
and country. 

If we were getting the desired beneficial 
results from our foreign-aid expenditures, 
more might be said in favor of continuing 
these outlays at present levels. However, 
the evidence seems overwhelming that a 
large part of our foreign-aid money is .not 
being spent wisely or effectively and with 
bad results for our country. 

We are all too fam111ar. with the shocking 
evidence of misdirection, mismanagement, 
and waste in our foreign-aid programs. The 
situation is one which calls for a eomplete 
review of these programs, with a view to 
a substantial reduction in American expendi
tures. 

Such a review is required further by the 
fact that for quite some time our country 
_has been bearing a grossly disproportionate 
share of the costs of international assist
ance. 

In view of all these facts, it is puzzling 
and disturbing to read statements attrib
uted to you in the press indicating that you 
are opposed to reduction of our foreign aid 
spending at this time. I find it even more 
disconcerting to read that you regard this 
Nation's economic problems as no reason to 
reduce our foreign aid expenditures. And 
that is followed by a statement dismissing 
the size and importance of our formidable 
foreign aid bill as a mere three-fourths of 
1 percent of total output. 

It needs to be underlined, Mr. Secretary, 
that "mere three-fourths of 1 percent of 
total output" is a vital factor in our na
tional security at this time. 

I had hoped, along with many others, 
that you, in your new post as our Secretary 
of the Treasury, would be in a position to 
give somewhat different consideration of 

SENATE 
MONDAY, MARCH 13, 1961 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock meridian, 
and was called to order by the Vice Presi
dent. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Frederick Brown 
Harris, D.D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Our Father, God, we turn to Thee for 
refuge from the noise and hurry of the 
world without, and from the tyranny of 
selfish moods and motives within. 

May we fear only to be disloyal to the 
best we know, to betray those who love 
and trust us, and to disappoint Thy ex
pectations concerning us. 

In a divided world where we see the 
dreadful penalties of gulfs of separation 
between humans who ought to stand 
together for mutual advantage, dedicate 
us in this anguished generation as build
ers of bridges across all the yawning 
spaces which mar this sadly sundered 
earth. 

Help us this new day to meet its satis
factions with gratitude, its difficulties 
with fortitude, its duties with fidelity. 
Deliver us from petty irritations which 
spoil the music of life and which distort 
our perspectives. Bring us to the ending 
of the day un·ashamed and with a quiet 
mind bec~use it is stayed .on Thee. 
_In the dear ,Redeemer's .name we ask 

it. Amen. · · 

the economic and financial aspects of for
eign aid . than was perhaps poSSible in your 
former ·office as our· ·under Secretary of 
State. I must confess to a disappointment 
cauSed by statements credited to you in the 
press indicating that you hold to the view 
that we .can make n<> rational reductions in 
our foreign aid outlays. 

We are all working for the same end, a 
stronger and more secure Nation, and I 
would appreciate a further expression of 
your views on tliis subject, toward the 

- reaching of a fuller understanding of what 
we can do and must do to strengthen our 
own economy while effectively cooperating 
with our allles in ·constructive programs. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I 
am, · 

Very sincerely yours, 
JOEL: EVINS, 

Member of Congress. 

THE SECRETARY OJ' THE TREAsURY, 
Washington, March 8, 1961. 

Hon. JoE L. EVINS, · 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

DEAR MR. EviNs: Thank you for your let
ter of February 18, 1961. I am glad to have 
your thoughts · concerning the relationship 
of our foreign aid program to our balance of 
payments. -

The President in his message to the Con• 
gress of February 6, 1961, dealt with this 
question which concerns us all. Als tbere 
indicated, the sharp increase ln our balance
of-payments deficit ln 1958 and 1959 resulted 
principally from lagging exports and rising 
imports. Our deficit last year was-largely the 
result of significant movements abroad of 
short-term capital. 

Under our foreign aid programs, primary 
emphasis 1s now being placed on the pro
curement of U.S. ·goods and services. As I 
am sure you understand the purchase of 
American goods from our factories here at 

THE JOURNAL 
On request of Mr. MANSFIELD, and by 

unanimous consent, the reading of the 
Journal of the proceedings of Friday, 
March 10, 1961, was dispensed with. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages in writing from the President 

of the United States were communicated 
to the Senate by Mr. Miller, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
A.J3 in executive session, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before 

the Senate messages from the President 
of the United States submitting sundry 
nominations, which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(For nominations this day received, 
see the end of Senate proceedings.) 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
A message from the House of Repre

sentatives; by Mr. Bartlett, one of its 
reading clerks, informed the Senate that, 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
401 (a), Public_ Law 414, 82d Congress, 
the Speaker had appointed Mr. CELLER, 
of New York, Mr. WALTER, of Pennsyl
vania, Mr. FEIGHAN, of Ohio, Mr. POFF, 
of Virginia, and Mr. MooRE, of West Vir
g-inia, as members of the Joint Commit-

home and ·the shipment abroad of these 
goods as part of our foreign aid program to 
countries that could not have purchased 
these goods does not in any way affect our 
balance ·of payments or the :flow of gold. 
With this procedure, as the President stated, 
our economic aid programs no longer have 
a significantly adverse effect on our balance 
of payments, In addition, a much broader 
approach to international imbalance of pay
ments within the free world is being under
taken. Under this approach larger economic 
assistance programs are being sought from 
other industrialized countries who are in a 
position to make increased contributions on 
behalf of the less developed countries. Suc
cess in this effort should help our balance
of-payments position. 

On the military aid side, the gross pay
ments impact on our balance-of-payments 
position has been roughly one quarter bil
lion dollars, representing expenditures we 
make abroad for military offshore procure
ment and for NATO infrastructure. We are 
expecting tO-obtain some reduction in this 
figure. -we are also engaged in trying to 
achieve an actual increase in our in terna
tional cash receipts by transferring a por
tion of mllitary equipment d-eliveries to some 
of our a1Ues from an aid to a sales basis. 

We intend to pursue with all vigor o.ur 
efforts to expand our international receipts 
and to achieve a reasonable equilibrium in 
our balance of payments, while meeting our 
national and international commitments 
and whUe expanding free world exchanges 
of goods, services, and investments. 

Sincerely yours, 
DOUGLAS DILLON. 

Mr. Speaker, the case for a complete 
review of our foreign aid programs "with 
a view to a substantial reduction in 
American expenditures," requires a more 
specific answer than here given by Sec
retary Dillon. 

tee on Immigration and Nationality Pol
icy on the part of the House. 
· Tlie·message also informed the Senate 
that, pursuant to the provisions of sec
tion 3, Public Law 86-380, the Speaker 
had appointed Mr. IKARD, of Texas, Mr. 
FouNTAIN, of North Carolina, and Mrs. 
DWYER, of New Jersey, as members of 
the Advisory Commission on Intergov
ernmental Relations on the part of the 
House. 

The message. further informed the 
Senate that, pursuant to the provisions 
of section 1, Public Law 85-305, the 
Speaker had appointed Mr. TucK, of 
Virginia, Mr. BoLLING, of Missouri, Mr. 
SCHWENGEL, of Iowa, and Mr. GooDLING, 
of Pennsylvania, as members of the Civil 
War Centennial Commission on the part 
of the House. 

The message also informed the Sen
ate that, pursuant to the provisions of 
Public J.,aw 301 of the 78th Congress, the 
chairman of the Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries had appointed Mr. 
ZELENKO, of New York, Mr. DoWNING, Of 
Virginia, Mr. RAY, of New York, and him
self [Mr. BONNER], as chairman of said 
committee, to serve as an ex officio mem
ber, as members of the Board of Visitors 
to the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in 
1961, on the. part of the House. 

The message further informed the 
Senate that, pursuant to the provisions 
of section ·194; title 14, United States 
Code,·the chairman of the Committee on 
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