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·E.XTENSIONS OFREMARKS 

The Veterans' Direct Loan Housing 
Program 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. ABRAHAM J. MULTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 1961 

Mr. MULTER. ·Mr. Speaker, on Jan
uary 3, 1961, I introduced· H.R. 797, · to 
provide for direct housing loans to vet
erans. 

The House Veterans' Affairs Commit
tee is presently conducting hearings on 
the subject and the following is my 
testimony in support of H.R. 797: 
STATEMENT OF ABRAHAM J. MULTER, DEMO

CRAT OF NEW YORK, BEFORE THE HOUSE 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, THE VET
ERANS' DIRECT LOAN HOUSING PROGRAM, 
H.R. 797, MARCH 14, 1961 
Mr. Chairman, I am most appreciative of 

the opportunity to appear before this com
mittee today in behalf of my bill, H.R 797. 

I agree with the President's statement 
made in ·his special message to the Congress 
on housing and community development-
that we must make more funds avaiiable to 
the American veteran who is seeking to own 
his home. I believe the Congress will agree 
that the cost of these loans should not be 
prohibitive. 

There are many thousands of veterans 
now on the waiting list .. for both direct loans 
and for loans of private capital at the 51,4 
interest rate. The program of direct loans 
has never been as large as needed t9 meet 
the needs of veterans who are otherwise un
able to secure credit. In view of the need 
to stimulate the activities of the housing 
industry and out of consideration for the 
many veterans' families who are not living 
in the comfortable, standard housing which 
1s their due, we must try to: 

1. Encourage the private capital market to 
make mortgage funds available at the 51,4 
interest rate; 

2. Liberalize veterans' mortgage terms to 
allow as many veterans as possible to benefit 
from the housing loan program, including 
those in metropolitan areas as well as those 
in the smaller communities, and 

3. Provide a sufficient amount of direct 
loan funds to meet the urgent needs of vet
·erans to whom ·normal credit channels are 
not open. 

There is no legitimate reason why the cost 
of housing loans to veterans must be raised; 
to do so is to penalize the veterans and to 
increase the income of the lenders. Let us 
hope that we will be able, generally, to lower 
the cost of money to the many American 
families who are seeking to better them
selves. 

Building costs have been steadily climb
ing in recent years, so much so that in most 
areas you cannot think in terms of a $12,000 
or $13,000 house. In fact, in many areas 
you cannot find a house for less than $17,000 
to $20,000. Therefore, I believe that it is 
necessary and right that the loan entitle
ment of veterans be raised to meet the 
higher cost of housing. 

My bill, H.R. 797, is concerned with the 
direct loan program under section 512 of 
the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, 
as amended. By it, I seek to make available 
more direct loan funds. I also propose to 

increase the amounts of loans to create 
broader eligibility. 

Over the years I have consistently sought 
to have these proposals written into the 
law. T~is year I feel particularly confident 
that this goal may be achieved. There is a 
pressing need to put the country's more 
than 5 million unemployed back on the pay
rolls. A portion of this need could be met 
if more veterans were placed in a position 
to buy their own homes. 

You are all fully familiar with the basic 
importance of the activities of the con
struction industry to the Nation's economy. 
However, I do want to emphasize these 
facts: The more homes we can build and 
sell, the more furniture we can make and 
sell; the more electric appliances, other con
sumer durables, . lumber, bricks, mortar, 
building hardware and numerous other prod
ucts will be demanded, thereby creating em
ployment opportunities for almost every seg
ment of industry. 

I disagree with those who say that the 
building industry cannot serve as a stim
ulant to the economy as it has in the past. 
The major reason advanced by those who 
take this pessimistic view is that housing 
demand has been substantially achieved. 
Higher priced housing demand has been 
largely met, but there is a tremendous mar
ket for homes for the moderate income fam
ilies and individuals. 

The cooperative efforts of builders, lenders, 
and the Federal Government can assist in 
meeting the needs of veterans and other 
moderate income groups, and the building 
industry can again assist in buoying up the 
economy . . Still another worthwhile purpose 
could be served-the elimination of sub
standard living quarters for many thousands 
of families. 

The record of payment by veterans who 
have secured loans, under the direct loan 
program as well as the loan guarantee pro
gram, has been an excellent one-few losses 
have been recorded. The entire GI housing 
loan program has been successful, and it 
has not been costly. 

I hope that this committee will find it 
possible to include my proposals in the bill 
it sends to the floor this session. To do so 
will be to help the families of many de
serving men and women who have served 
this country well. At the same time, some 
impetus will be given to the lagging hous
ing industry, and thereby to the economy 
as a whole. 

It is essential that the GI home loan pro
gram be extended and expanded. Again, I 
want to thank you for permitting me to ap
pear before this committee to state my views 
on this important piece of legislation. 

Twenty-second Anniversary· of Slovak 
Independence 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. FLORENCE P. DWYER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday March 15,1961 

Mrs. DWYER. Mr. Speaker, approxi
mately 2 million Americans of Slovak 
origin are deeply and rightly interested 
in the fate of the more than 4 million 
Slovaks who are presently living under 

the domination of Communist despots in 
their native land. 

· The Congress of the United States, too, 
is interested· in their fate, as in the fate 
of all other victims of Communist tyr
anny throughout the world. It is fitting 
and proper that the House of Represent
atives, which. speaks and acts for all the 
people of our country, in their diversity 
of origin and in their unity of spirit and 
purpose, should take public notice of the 
22d anniversary of Slovak independence, 
today, March 15, 1961. 

The history of the Slovak ·people has 
been a singularly difficult one for many 
hundreds of years. Victims of persecu
tion, of big power politics, of Fascist and 
Communist dictatorship, the people of 
Slovakia have tenaciously held to their 
goals of personal freedom and · national 
independence. Their continued devotion 
to these great ideals should inspire us 
and freedom-loving people everywhere to 
renewed efforts to help bring closer the 
day when freedom and justice and peace 
will reign throughout the world. 

North Platte, Nebr., Shrine to Buffalo 
Bill 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. DAVE MARTIN 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 1961 

Mr. MARTIN of Nebraska. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to call to the at
tention of the House an accOmplishment · 
registered by .North Platt~. Nebr., one 
of the many fine cities in the Fourth Dis
trict of Nebraska. 

North Platte is the hometown of Wil
liam F. Cody, better known to millions 
throughout the world as "Buffalo Bill" 
Cody. It was at North Platte that he 
founded his historic Scouts' Rest Ranch, 
and here chose to live for more than 30 
years. Here Buffalo Bill was host to 
many celebrities ranging from Indian 
chiefs to European noblemen, entertain
ing them in the big, ornate house that 
still stands at the entrance to the ranch. 

Here in the huge red barn with gun
stock-carved rafters was wintered his 
famed wild west show, with purebred 
Arabian stallions sheltered under the 
same roof that covered Argentine llamas 
and longhorn steers. 

Here on the tree-shaded grounds bi
sected by Scout Creek camped Sioux and 
Pawnee Indian warriors who traveled 
with the wild west show; here sharp
shooters Annie Oakley and Frank Butler 
practiced and developed their skill. 
Scouts' Rest Ranch at North Platte, 
Nebr., is truly a historic spot. 

Aware of this, the citizens of that com
munity are making the ranch into a 
State park, which they know will soon 
become a national shrine to on~ of our 
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Nation's most colorful showmen. And 
they are doing this with a local effort 
which is a fine example to individuals 
and communities who still feel they can 
solve their own problems. 

I am happy to note today that North 
Platte, numbering fewer than 18,000 peo
ple in west central Nebraska, has passed 
the halfway mark in its local drive to 
raise $37,500 toward its share of financ
ing such a State park. 

To a huge Federal Government accus
tomed to spending billions of dollars at 
the drop of a hat, the sum of $37,000 may 
sound pitifully small. But to the citi
zens of North Platte and the State of 
Nebraska, it is a sizable amount to raise. 
And it is to their everlasting credit that 
they have elected to do this on their own 
initiative, without coming to the Federal 
Government with outstretched palm, as 
is popular nowadays. 

After the $37,500 goal is reached, the 
State of Nebraska will match that 
amount and complete purchase of the 
ranch, now privately owned by a leading 
Nebraska beef cattle producer. There
after, the State of Nebraska will spend 
nearly a quarter of a million dollars in 
renovation, maintenance, and operation 
during the next 10 years. 

Some day, Mr. Speaker, I hope all 
Members of Congress will visit, as I have 
visited, this unique and beautiful historic 
site in Nebraska. I am sure they will 
feel, as I feel, a sense of satisfaction and 
pride in the country which has produced 
such men as William F. Cody and still 
produces such people as the citizens of 
North Platte. 

And, like me, perhaps they will reflect 
that here is a perfect example of com
munity effort in our free enterprise sys
tem-with the initiative coming from the 
people on the local level, and with the 
control resting there. 

I congrat.ulate the progressive citizens 
of North Platte and their surrounding 
communities--and I have faith that they 
will continue their drive and bring it to 
a successful conclusion. 

Byelorussian Independence 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
o:r 

HON. VICTOR L. ANFUSO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 1961 

Mr. ANFUSO. Mr. Speaker, the 43d 
anniversary of the proclamation of in
dependence of the Byelorussian Demo
cratic Republic is observed annually on 
March 25. It was on that day in 1918 
that the people of Byelorussia set them
selves up as a free and independent na
tion, only to be crushed a short time 
later by the Communist armies. 

The anniversary of Byelorussia's inde
pendence occurs at a time when our Na
tion is embarking on a new era under a 
new leadership. We hope it will be an 
era of peace and freedom for all nations, 
including the captive nations of Eastern 
Europe who are suffering under commu
nism. These nations, such as Byelo-

russia and others, have been the first and 
greatest victims of the Kremlin's policies. 

Today the Byelorussian people are a 
silenced nation, but their kinsmen living 
abroad in this country and elsewhere are 
maintaining their history and culture 
and are also keeping world opinion in
formed on the subjugation of their peo
ple in their ancestral homeland, Byelo
russia, by the Communists. The hope of 
these people to regain their freedom has 
not been crushed, however. We must 
help them keep this hope alive until it 
is realized. 

President Kennedy To Address Italian 
Centennial Celebration, Thursday, 
March 16 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. VICTOR L. ANFUSO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 1961 

Mr. ANFUSO. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
call to the attention of all Members of 
Congress that Prestdent Kennedy will be 
the guest speaker at the formal observ
ance of the 100th anniversary of the 
unification of Italy, which is taking 
place tomorrow, Thursday, March 16, at 
10:30 in the morning, in the new audi
torium of the Department of State. 

Invitations have been sent to all Mem
bers of botli Houses of Congress, and I 
hope they will all be able to attend. 
Among our honored guests will also be 
the Vice President and the Speaker. We 
plan to adjourn shortly before noon, in 
order to give the Members an oppor
tunity to get back to the House for the 
session. 

I should like to request all of our col
leagues to be in their seats by 10:15. 
The President is expected to arrive a few 
minutes later and we shall start the ob
servance promptly at 10:30. The Most 
Reverend Patrick O'Boyle, archbishop of 
Washington, will give the invocation. 
As chairman, I shall then make brief 
welcoming remarks. The Italian Am
bassador Manlio Brosio will read ·a mes
sage from President Giovanni Gronchi 
of Italy. Prof. Gaetano Martino, head 
of the Italian delegation to the U.N. As
sembly, will deliver an address. Presi
dent Kennedy will then make his ad
dress, which will conclude the formal 
part of the observance. 

A recital of Italian operatic music will 
then be presented by Metropolitan Opera 
stars Miss Renata Tebaldi, soprano, and 
Mr. Franco Corelli, tenor. Prior to the 
official opening of the observance, the 
U.S. Marine Band, under the direction 
of Lt. Col. Albert Schoepper, will present 
a musical program. 

May I also call to the attention of the 
House the fact that Congress last year 
passed unanimously a resolution calling 
for official participation by the United 
States in the Italian centennial celebra
tion in March 1961. This is the event 
which we had in mind at that time. 

On March 8, 1961, President Kennedy 
issued a proclamation pertaining to this 
centennial anniversary. I am pleased to 
insert into the RECORD at this point the 
text of the President's proclamation, 
which reads as follows: 
C ENTENNIAL OF THE UNIFICATION OF ITALY

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, A PROCLAMATION 

Whereas the centennial of the unifica
tion of Italy, which occurs in 1961, com
memorates a great event in the history of 
nations; and 

Whereas in observance of the centennial 
there will be many celebrations in Italy, in 
the United States, and in many other coun
tries as events of a century ago are relived; 
and 

Whereas we in America are confident that 
the people of Italy, in the celebrations re
enacting the events and experiences asso
ciated with the struggle for unification a 
century ago, will find renewed strength to 
further their vital contributions to the cause 
of freedom; and 

Whereas it is the sense of the Congress, 
tary. Other members of the committee expressed by House Concurrent Resolution 
are: Representatives Peter W. Rodino, . 225, agreed to July 2, 1960, that the Presi
of New Jersey; George P. Miller of Cali- dent extend official greetings from the 
fornia; Hugh J. Addonizio, of New United States to the people of Italy on the 
Jersey· Dante B Fascell of Florida· occasion of the centennial of the unifica-

, · ' . ' tion of Italy: 

The centennial celebration is being 
held under the joint sponsorship of the 
Italian Embassy and the American Hon
orary Committee for the Italian Centen
nial. Senator JOHN 0. PASTORE, Of Rhode 
Island, is the honorary chairman of the 
committee. I have the great honor of 
being the chairman, and Representative 
PAUL A. FINo, of New York, is the secre-

JohD: H. D~nt, of ~eD:TI?Ylvama; Roland Now, therefore, I, John F. Kennedy, Presi
V. L1bonati, of IllinoiS, ~lf~ed E. San- dent of the United States of America, do 
tangelo, of New York; SilVIO 0. Conte, hereby extend greetings and felicitations 
of Massachusetts; Emilio Q. Daddario, from the people of the United States to the 
of Connecticut; Dominick V. Daniels, of people of Italy on the occasion of the cen
New Jersey; Robert N. Giaimo, of Con- tennial of the unification of Italy, in recog
necticut; and Joseph P. Addabbo, of New nition of the progress and achievements of 
York; also the Governors of the follow- the Italian people dll!ing the past century 
· f St t J h A V 1 f M and the bonds of fnendship between our 1ng our a es: o n . ope o assa- two nations. 
chusetts, John A. Notte of Rhode Island, 
Michael V. Di Salle of Obio, and Albert 
D. Rosellini of Washington. 

In addition to our distinguished na
tional leaders and the Members of Con
gress, invitations have also been ex
tended to the members of the Cabinet, 
the Supreme Court, the diplomatic corps, 
leading Government omcials, heads of 
Italian-American societies, and others. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Seal of the United 
States of America to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this 8th 
day o! March in the year of our Lord 1961, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the 185th. 

By the President: 
JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

DEAN RUSK, 
Secretary of State. 
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