
17006 EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
July 11, 1996 

HEALTHY START: LEGISLATION 
TO GUARANTEE HEALTH CARE 
INSURANCE FOR ALL AMERICAN 
CHILDREN 

HON. SAM GIBBONS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today, along 
with Representatives RANGEL, STARK, GEORGE 
MILLER, GONZALEZ, lAFALCE, HILLIARD, lAN­
TOS, and NORTON, I am introducing legislation 
entitled "Healthy Start'', to provide Medicare­
type health insurance for all women during 
pregnancy and for children from infancy 
through age 12. 

Just as Head Start has helped millions of 
children prepare for school and reduce the 
burdens of poverty, Healthy Start will ensure 
that all American children can obtain adequate 
medical care in the first years of life. Health in­
surance has been shown to be the key to ade­
quate access to health care; and adequate ac­
cess to health care is a key to a healthier life. 
That is why the bill we are introducing will 
concentrate on ensuring that all American chil­
dren and mothers during pregnancy have ade­
quate health insurance. 

Today, there are approximately 7.1 million 
children under age 13 who are uninsured. 
Three-fourths of these children have parents 
who work, most of them full-time, but their em­
ployer either does not offer health insurance 
coverage or the family does not make enough 
to buy insurance. Because of the decline in 
employment-provided health insurance, it is 
estimated that each year, 1 million additional 
children lose private insurance coverage. If 
these trends continue, in 4 years-at the end 
of this decade-more than 2 out of 5 children 
will lack private health insurance. The failure 
to provide health care for our children costs 
our Nation a productive workforce for the fu­
ture. It costs us at the hospital, in the school­
yard, in our ability to defend our Nation and to 
produce competitively. No industrialized or civ­
ilized society on earth treats its children so 
callously. 

This health disaster would be somewhat 
mitigated if our Nation had a reliable low-in­
come insurance program that ensured access 
to quality care for children. But Medicaid pro­
vides an uneven and often inadequate protec­
tion that varies from State-to-State, and that 
program is under severe attack by Republican 
budget cutters here in Congress and in State 
capitols across the Nation. Rather than the un­
certainty of Medicaid, we need a uniform, 
high-quality health insurance plan for all our 
children. 

We should be improving health insurance 
for our childre~not slashing it. Although we 
are one of the richest, most advanced coun­
tries in the world, the United States ranks 18th 
among industrialized nations in overall infant 

mortality. Only Portugal has an infant mortality 
rate worse than ours. The infant death rate 
among African-American babies is two and a 
half times that of caucasian children. Poor 
children, many of whom come from working 
families with no health coverage, are 60 per­
cent more likely than children with health in­
surance to die before their first birthday and 
four times more likely to suffer from infection 
or serious illness. 

The General Accounting Office has just 
issued a report to Senator CHRISTOPHER 
DODD, dated June 17, 1996, entitled "Health 
Insurance for Children: Private Insurance Cov­
erage Continues to Deteriorate" [GAO/HEHS-
96-129]. The report states: 

The number of children without health in­
surance coverage was greater in 1994 than at 
any time in the last 8 years. In 1994, the per­
centage of children under 18 years old with­
out any health insurance coverage reached 
its highest level since 1987-14.2 percent or 10 
million children who were uninsured. In ad­
dition, the percentage of children with pri­
vate coverage has decreased every year since 
1987, and in 1994 reached its lowest level in 
the past 8 yea.rs-65.6 percent. 

The GAO's report also provides an eloquent 
summary of why the lack of insurance is so 
important: 

Studies have shown that uninsured chil­
dren are less likely than insured children to 
get needed health and preventive care. The 
lack of such care can adversely affect chil­
dren's health status throughout their lives. 
Without health insurance, many families 
face difficulties getting preventive and basic 
care for their children. Children without 
health insurance or with gaps in coverage 
are less likely to have routine doctor visits 
or have a regular source of medical care. . . . 
They are also less likely to get care for inju­
ries, see a physician if chronically ill, or get 
dental care .. They are less likely to be appro­
priately immunized to prevent childhood ill­
ness-which is considered by health experts 
to be one of the most basic elements of pre­
ventive care. 

We spend long hours debating whether 
there should be prayer in school, but no time 
discussing how much parents pray that their 
children don't get sick because the parents 
can't pay the bills. We spend days debating 
obscenity on the Internet, but little time debat­
ing how obscene it is for a society as rich as 
ours to have so many children and parents 
unable to seek adequate medical care. 

We must commit ourselves to insuring all 
pregnant women and all children, regardless 
of the financial ups and downs of the family 
unit. There is only one way to do this. Let me 
repeat: there is only one way to guarantee 
universal coverage. It is through a social insur­
ance program in which we all pitch in to guar­
antee health insurance for all children at all 
times. I am here today to propose that we 
make that guarantee, once and for all. 

That is what the bill we are introducing 
today achieves. It uses the tested Medi.care 

Program to cover all young American children 
and their mothers during pregnancy with the 
basic package of Medicare benefits plus addi­
tional benefits designed to ensure a healthy 
start for babies and young children. These ad­
ditional benefits include full coverage for preg­
nancy care, immunizations, follow-up visits for 
new babies with pediatricians, routine check­
ups to monitor development, and preventive 
dental care. 

Any parent can, of course, purchase addi­
tional medigap-type insurance coverage for 
more benefits and more coverage. Freedom of 
choice of doctor is preserved. 

The bill we are introducing ensures that 
every child and mother-to-be will have health 
insurance equivalent to Medicare plus the spe­
cial prenatal and well-baby care provisions I've 
described. If a family already has this level of 
coverage, · it is not affected by this bill; the 
family will see no change. If the family doesn't 
have such a level of coverage, it will purchase 
this package, or a similar package, through 
sliding scale, very affordable, income-related 
premiums administered through the Tax Code. 
Families below the poverty level will basically 
be exempt from the premium tax. 

This legislation is similar to the procedure 
we used in 1994, when the Ways and Means 
Committee approved a bill which, according to 
Congressional Budget Office estimates, 
achieved enough savings in the health care 
sector and in Medicare to both improve Medi­
care and expand coverage to all the unin­
sured. A comprehensive health care reform bill 
may not be possible in the near future, but we 
can surely find a way to protect our youngest 
and most vulnerable citizens. We can look to 
other spending cuts to find the resources to 
fund this basic right. 

Through the Social Security and Medicare 
Program, our society has advanced further 
than most in ensuring that old age is a time 
of security. We have reduced poverty among 
seniors to the lowest of any group in our soci­
ety. In many ways, the health status of a 65-
year-old in our society is better than younger 
groups'. Sadly enough, we have left our chil­
dren behind. Poverty rates for children are 
higher than average. The health status of mil­
lions of our children is equal to that of a Third 
World country. What we have achieved for 
seniors we can surely achieve for their grand­
children. 

The bill we are introducing today would at 
long last give our children the same level of 
care we provide their grandparents. 

Following are facts and figures on how 
health insurance equals better health, and 
how we have failed to provide that better 
health to our Nation's future-our children. 

CHILD HEALTH IN U.S. RANKS LOWER THAN 
MANY NATIONS 

· In the industrialized world, the United 
States ranks 18th in overall infant mortal­
ity. Only Portugal's infant death rate is 
worse. The infant mortality rate of African-
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American babies is 2.5 times that of cauca­
sian children, and is worse, for example, than 
Sri Lanka's or Jamaica's. In 1993, more than 
33,000 American babies died before age 1. 
More than 16,000 of these babies would have 
survived if the United States had the same 
infant mortality rate as the Japanese. 
LOW-INCOME CHILDREN NEED HEALTH COVERAGE 

Compared to other children, poor children 
are 60 percent more likely to die before the 
age of 1, 4 times more likely to be hospital­
ized with asthma or pneumonia, and 5 times 
more likely to die from infection or parasitic 
disease. 

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CHILDREN IS 
DETERIORATING RAPIDLY 

[In percent] 

1988 1994 

Children under 18 with employment-based insurance ... . 
Children under 18 on Medicaid ...................................... .. 

66 
16 

59 
26 

During their first 3 years of life, over 22 
percent of U.S. children were without health 
insurance for at least 1 month. The number 
of children in working-poor families , who are 
least likely to have Medicaid or employ­
ment-based insurance, rose to 5.6 million in 
1994, up 65 percent from 1974. 
MEDICAID CUTBACKS WILL INCREASE NUMBER OF 

UNINSURED CHILDREN 

Forty percent of all pregnant women and 
infants are now covered by Medicaid. More 
than half of all Medicaid recipients are chil­
dren, although less than 25 percent of Medic­
aid spending is on children. Under current 
law, additional low-income children are 
being phased into Medicaid, but proposed 
changes would end that guarantee. Experts 
estimate that if the decline in employment­
based insurance continues and Medicaid en­
rollment is frozen, there will be a total of 67 
million people of all ages who are uninsured 
in 2002. 

HEALTH INSURANCE HELPS 

Since 1965, infant mortality has been re­
duced by %ds. An increase of 15 percent in 
Medicaid eligibility for children in the 1980's 
decreased child mortality by 4.5 percent. In 
1987, only 22 percent of Medicaid bene­
ficiaries had no physician visits within a 
year, compared to 49 percent of the unin­
sured poor. 

COMMEMORATIVE STATEMENT 
FOR GEORGE F. JONES 

HON. JAMES B. LONGLEY, JR. 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

reputation. It is even rumored that furniture 
was sent to him from Buckingham Palace in 
the 1930's for repair. 

As a talented violinist, George Jones played 
for the Lincoln County Community Orchestra, 
and even enjoyed playing a little fiddle at 
church services and area dances. George also 
worked to aid the community as a member of 
the Alna Lodge of Masons and the Saint An­
drews Society of Maine. 

Mr. Jones is truly missed by the many indi­
viduals whose lives he touched, and stands as 
an example for all Americans who can learn 
from his dedication to those around him and to 
life itself. 

CABLE'S HIGH SPEED EDUCATION 
CONNECTION 

HON. JACK FIELDS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. FIELDS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to commend the cable television industry 
for its recently announced plan to provide 
America's elementary and secondary schools 
with high-speed Internet access via cable 
modems. Under this innovative educational 
plan--"Cable's High Speed Education Con­
nection"-local cable companies will provide 
the equipment necessary to connect schools 
located in their service areas to the Internet 
free of charge. 

There is universal agreement that the Inter­
net is an increasingly important information re­
source-one that can contribute significantly to 
the overall educational process. As a result of 
rapid technological advances, we are witness­
ing an information explosion--and much of 
that information is located on, and available 
from, the Internet. 

By undertaking this initiative, the cable tele­
vision industry is assuming a leading role in 
making the information on the Internet avail­
able to millions of young Americans. I applaud 
the cable television for devising this plan that 
will put more and more young Americans on­
line, and that will provide them with access to 
this important information resource. 

Mr. LONGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this month of We all recognize that our children are our 
June marks the anniversary of the passing of country's future. That is why I hope that this 
a very special constituent, George F. Jones, important program will encourage other indus­
who died in June 1995, at the blessed age of tries to do what the cable television industry 
105. I would like to take this opportunity to has already done with its "Cable's High Speed 
commemorate his remarkable life. Education Connection" Program-that is, to 

Born in Gardiner, ME, Mr. Jo~es was a d~- contribute their expertise and a portion of their 
rect descendant. of Samuel Huntington, ~res1- earnings to the goal of improving the quality of 
dent of the Con~nental Congress and a s1gn~1;.1sation our children receive. 
of the DeclaFation-of Independence. George . 
y.Jjl.S: weli' resp~cted by those who knew him. ~~ce ~gain, I want .to applaud the ca~le tel-
He was a sincere believer in the American ev1s1on industry •for its efforts to assist our 
idea.ls of hard work and honesty. A 111an who schools, which ~ill improve the quality of edu­
lived by his convictions, .George Jones was cation our · children receive, which will-in 
dedicated to his profession as a turn--help ensure the continued economic 
furnituremaker and ascertained a worldwide well-being of our country in the years ahead. 
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THE LATE REVEREND RALPH 

DAVID ABERNATHY, JR., HONORED 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, during 

the 1960's, I was honored to be a part of the 
civil rights movement-a movement that 
changed the face of our Nation. People from 
throughout our Nation--old and young, black 
and white, rich and poor-joined the non­
violent revolution that made our country a bet­
ter, fairer, more just Nation. I was fortunate to 
get to know Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
his partner in the movement-Dr. Abernathy. 

Dr. Abernathy was an inspiring and commit­
ted leader from the earliest days of the move­
ment. When Rosa Parks was arrested for re­
fusing to stand in the back of the bus while 
there were empty seats in the "white" section 
of the bus, she inspired the Montgomery bus 
boycott. As ministers of the two leading black 
churches in Montgomery, AL, Dr. King and Dr. 
Abernathy worked together to organize and 
sustain that boycott. Thus began the strong 
bonds of friendship and commitment that 
would last as long as the two men lived. 

Dr. Abernathy had a lifelong commitment to 
securing and protecting basic civil rights for all 
Americans. I marched with him many times 
throughout the South, including Selma and 
Montgomery. After the assassination of Dr . . 
King in 1968, Dr. Abernathy assumed leader­
ship of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, and worked to carry on the 
dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. After Dr. 
King's death, Dr. Abernathy continued to orga­
nize and lead marches and other events, in­
cluded the Poor People's Campaign, a mas­
sive demonstration to protest rising unemploy­
ment, held in Washington, DC. 

The Reverend Dr. Abernathy passed away, 
too young, 6 years ago. Today, I am introduc­
ing a resolution authorizing the construction of 
a memorial to the Reverend Dr. Abernathy 
and the Poor People's Campaign on the Na­
tional Mall. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this effort. The monument will cele­
brate the achievements of the past, com­
memorate those who marched alongside us 
many years ago, and pay special tribute to the 
sacrifices and the contributions of Dr. Aber­
nathy and others who participated in the Poor 
People's Campaign. Thousands of people par­
ticipated. Some has small roles, others large 
roles. The Reverend Ralph David Abernathy 
had many roles, often at the same time. He 
was a teacher, a leader, an organizer, a sol­
dier, and a friend. Many were inspired by his 
good humor, and his guidance. Today, I Invite 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating his 
legacy and his life. 

H.R. 3703, A BILL TO PROVIDE 
INSURANCE RESERVE EQUITY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

_IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. RANGEL Mr. Speaker, on June 24, 

1996, I introduced legislation to amend section 
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832(e) of the Internal Revenue Code to extend 
the scope of its provisions to financial guar­
anty insurance generally. Senators D'AMATO 
and MOYNIHAN recently introduced a compan­
ion bill, S. 1106, in the Senate. 

Financial guaranty insurance, commonly 
called bond insurance, is an insurance con­
tract that guarantees timely payment of prin­
cipal and interest when due on both tax ex­
empt and non-tax exempt bonds. The bond in­
surance contract generally provides that, in 
the event of a default by an insured issuer, 
principal and interest will be paid to the bond­
holder as originally scheduled. 

Internal Revenue Code section 832(e) origi­
nally enacted in 1967, applied only to mort­
gage guaranty insurance. At that time, Con­
gress permitted mortgage guaranty insurance 
companies to take a deduction for certain ex­
tremely high contingency loss reserve require­
ments imposed by State regulatory authorities, 
provided that they invested the income tax 
savings associated with such a deduction in 
non-interest-bearing tax and loss bonds issued 
by the Federal Government. Since such bonds 
are treated as an asset by the State regulatory 
authorities, this relieves the companies from 
the substantial cash-flow and impairment of 
capital problems that they would otherwise 
face if the deduction was not allowed. At the 
same time however, since bonds do not bear 
any interest, the economic position of the Fed­
eral Government remains the same had not 
the deduction been permitted first. 

When the State authorities applied the same 
reserve requirements to lease guaranty and 
municipal bond insurance, Congress amended 
Internal Revenue Code 832(e) in 1974 and 
applied it to such insurance as well. 

State authorities now apply such contin­
gency reserve requirements to financial guar­
anty insurance generally, including non-tax-ex­
empt debt, such as asset-backed securities, 
which are a growing segment of the bond in­
surance market. Therefore, consistent with the 
reasons why it was originally adopted in 1967, 
and amended in 1974, IRC section 832(e) 
should be amended again to apply to such in­
surance. 

The superintendent of insurance for the 
State of New York, Edward J. Muhl, has urged 
enactment of this legislation. A copy of his let­
ter follows these remarks. I understand that 
the insurance commissioner of the State of 
California has written a similar letter to Mem­
bers of the California delegation. I invite all 
concerned to join me in cosponsoring this leg­
islation. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT, 

New York, NY, November 9, 1995. 
Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Rayburn House 

Office Building, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CONGRESSMAN RANGEL: I write to 

seek your support of S. 1106, a bill introduced 
by Senators D' Amato and Moynihan, to 
amend section 832(e) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to apply to financial guaranty 
insurance generally. Under present law, the 
tax and loss bonds provisions thereof are ap­
plicable to mortgage guaranty, 1 lease guar­
anty, a~d tax-exempt bond in~urance but are 
not applicable to insurance of other taxable 
debt instruments, a growing -Segment of the 
financial guaranty insurance business. 

Article 69 of the New York Insurance Law, 
which governs financial guaranty insurance 
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corporations, was enacted on May 14, 1989. 
Article 69 establishes contingency reserve re­
quirements in respect of all financial guar­
anty insurance corporations where in the 
past these requirements only applied to in­
surers of municipal obligations. 

In formulating this new legislation and es­
tablishing contingency reserve requirements 
applicable to all financial guaranty insur­
ance corporations, there was no intention to 
create a disparity between insurers of tax­
able and tax-exempt obligations in respect of 
their ability to invest in tax and loss bonds. 
Section 6903(a)(7) of Article 69 provides that 
"any insurer providing financial guaranty 
insurance may invest the contingency re­
serve in tax and loss bonds purchased pursu­
ant to Section 832(e) of the Internal Revenue 
Code (or any successor provision) only to the 
extent of the tax savings resulting from the 
deduction for federal income tax purposes of 
a sum equal to the annual contributions to 
the contingency reserve." This provision of 
Article 69 expressly contemplates that all fi­
nancial guaranty insurers would be entitled 
to benefit from an investment in tax and loss 
bonds within the limitations provided by the 
insurance law. 

S. 1106 eliminates the disparate treatment 
of insured mortgages, leases and tax exempt 
bonds, on the one hand, and of other insured 
taxable bonds, on the other, which the provi­
sions of IRC section 832(e) now create. Your 
efforts to secure enactment of the proposal 
will be most appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
EDWARD J. MUHL, 

Superintendent of Insurance. 

THE ELECTRIC POWER COMPETI­
TION AND CONSUMER CHOICE 
ACT OF 1996 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today I am in­
troducing legislation aimed at promoting com­
petition in the electric utility ·industry. This leg­
islation seeks to create Federal incentives for 
removal of existing State-level barriers to full 
competition and consumer choice in electricity 
generation. 

Today, the generation, transmission, and 
distribution of electricity remains largely a mo­
nopoly enterprise. The monopoly nature of this 
industry has, in turn, necessitated a very strict 
system of Federal and State utility regulation 
aimed at protecting captive utility ratepayers 
from potential overcharges, abuses and con­
flicts of interest. Today, however, we are now 
at a crossroads. We now have an historic op­
portunity to bring full competition to the busi­
ness of electricity generation. The transition to 
such a competitive market, however, will re­
quire both Federal and State action. 

Electricity restructuring legislation at the 
Federal or State level should be aimed at 
demonopolizing the electric power industry, 
not simply deregulating it. There is now no 
reason why electricity generation should re­
main a monopoly business, and no reason 
why consumers should not be free to choose 
their power supplier, just as they now can 
choose between rival phone companies. Our 
objective must be to create a competitive mar-
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ketplace where many sellers and many buyers 
can come together. In some cases, this may 
mean getting rid of old utility regulations that 
no longer are needed because their purpose 
can now be achieved through reliance on mar­
ket forces. In other cases, it may mean pre­
serving existing rules where necessary to re­
spond to those aspects of the industry which 
remain a monopoly, such as distribution of 
electricity over local power lines. But restruc­
turing also means Congress will have to enact 
some new rules that assure the benefits of 
competition-lower prices and consumer 
choice--are not effectively undermined by 
anticompetitive practices by recovering utility 
monopolists who fall off the competition 
wagon. 

Earlier this year, I introduced H.R. 2929, the 
Electric Power Competition Act of 1996 to ad­
vance the goal of electric utility 
demonopolization. That bill linked repeal of the 
mandatory power purchase provisions of 
PURPA to State action to open up full retail 
competition. This would be achieved either 
through utility divestiture of powerplants or by 
State approval of a so-called retail wheeling 
plans that would allow consumers to buy 
power from competing generating companies 
that would be granted nondiscriminatory ac­
cess to utility power lines. In order to preserve 
environmentally sound renewable energy 
sources, energy conservation programs, and 
low-income consumer protections, H.R. 2929 
also requires the States to certify they have 
met certain minimum standards in each of 
these areas in order to qualify for relief from 
PURPA. Finally, to promote a fully competitive 
marketplace, certain exemptions which electric 
utilities currently enjoy from the Federal anti­
trust laws would be repealed. 

At the time I introduced H.R. 2929 and in 
subsequent hearings before the Energy and 
Power Subcommittee I noted that in addition 
to these reforms, electric utility restructuring 
legislation also must address the risks that 
electric utility mergers, utility market power, or 
utility diversification into new lines of business 
might harm electricity consumers or under­
mine the emergence of a fully competitive 
electricity generation market. The legislation I 
am introducing today addresses each of these 
critical areas and should be viewed as the 
companion bill to H.R. 2929. The bill requires 
each State to initiate a retail competition rule­
making proceeding pursuant to certain Federal 
standards; repeals PUHCA for those electric 
utility holding companies whose service terri­
tories have been opened up to full retail com­
petition and met minimum standards for re­
newables, efficiency, and low-income con­
sumer protections; and gives FERG and the 
States enhanced authority to oversee mergers 
and acquisitions to protect consumers from 
transactions that are inconsistent with effective 
competition in electricity markets or would in­
crease electricity prices. 

It also gives FERC and the States authority 
to regulate utility market power to guard 
against anticompetitive practices; grant FERC 
~nd the States authority over electri utility 
interaffiliate transactions to guard against 
_cross-subsidization or ~e!~-dealing; 

4 
directs 

FERG to establish regional transmission mar­
kets to assure functionally efficient and non­
discriminatory transmission and prevent 
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pancaking of rates; and, assures FERG and 
State regulators have full access to electric 
utility books and records. 

It is important to keep in mind that Congress 
enacted PUHCA 60 years ago in response to 
the myriad of anticonsumer abuses that oc­
curred during the initial growth of the electric 
utility industry. These abuses included the cre­
ation of complex utility holding companies not 
readily susceptible to effective State regula­
tion, cross-subsidization, self-dealing, and 
other abuses, and blatantly anticompetitive 
practices and activities. While much has 
changed in the electric power business since 
PUHCA was enacted in 1935, even in a re­
structured electricity industry, Congress must 
be concerned about the potential for a recur­
rence of such abuses. For example, utilities 
who control generation, transmission, and dis­
tribution assets might still engage in self-deal­
ing transactions among their affiliates, cross­
subsidize unregulated business ventures at 
the expense of the captive consumers in their 
monopoly transmission or distribution busi­
nesses, or exploit their substantial market 
power to impede the growth of effective com­
petition. Moreover, the accelerating pace of 
utility mergers threatens to create giant mega­
utilities that could dominate regional electricity 
markets and effectively bar other entrants from 
vying for customers. 

Comprehensive electricity restructuring leg­
islation must address each of these potential 
threats to the development of a competitive 
electric generation market. I intend for the re­
form proposals contained in this legislation to 
be considered as part of any comprehensive 
electricity legislation that moves through the 
Commerce Committee, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on a bipartisan 
basis to secure their enactment into law. 

THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE 
WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR 

HON. ANDREW JACOBS, JR. 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. JACOBS. Mr. Speaker, I insert a July 

29, 1966, letter to the editor of the Indianap­
olis Star and a July 1, 1996, article from the 
Indianapolis News. 

Among the Ten Commandments of God Al­
mighty is this: "Thou shalt not bear false wit­
ness against thy neighbor." 

Of course the repulsive concept has gar­
nered different terms through the years-slan­
der, libel, perjury, smear, vicious gossip, mud­
slinging, character assassination, gutter tac­
tics, McCarthyism, the politics of personal at­
tack, uncivilized, and indecent. How about 
primitive? In the 81 st Congress my father said, 
"The extremists thought they had President 
Truman in '48 and ever since they have been 
going around like a mad dog whose victim es­
caped." 

And in defining the difference between the 
two major political parties, President Lyndon 
Johnson said, "We don't hate their Presi­
dents." Perhaps a paraphrase is in order, to 
wit: We don't hate their Presidents' wives. 

Faults are things which describe our friends 
and disqualify our adversaries. My mother's 
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favorite quotation is, "There is so much good 
in the worst of us and so much bad in the best 
of us that it hardly becomes any of us to say 
very much about the rest of us." 

P.S. Just in case the mudslingers run short 
of wild charges against the President, they 
should try this one: A few days ago one of our 
little boys came home and said a chum of his 
solemnly insisted that there are Nazis in the 
White House. 

[From the Indianapolis Star, June 29, 1996] 
THE RIGHT STUFF 

(By Ron Byers) 
In The Star's June 25 search for an expla­

nation of President Clinton's commanding 
lead in the polls, you may have overlooked a 
minor detail: four years of steady economic 
growth, reduced inflation and declining defi­
cits. 

It's not the stuff the Republican right 
claims he has done wrong. It's the stuff the 
public knows he has done right. 

[From the Indianapolis News, July l, 1996] 
CRITICS ATI'ACK AGENT'S BOOK .ABOUT INSIDE 

WHITEHOUSE 
WASHINGTON.-The former FBI agent who 

wrote an insider's book on White House secu­
rity is being attacked from all sides for what 
critics say is a pack of unbelievable tales and 
"wild speculation." 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton today 
blasted the book during a visit to Bucharest, 
Romania. 

"I see it as a politically inspired fabrica­
tion and I don't think anybody should take 
it seriously," she said. 

She also denied suggestions that she 
played a role in the hiring of the White 
House security chief who collected private 
FBI files on more than 400 people. "There is 
no connection," she said. 

A top White House aide denounced author 
Gary Aldrich as a person of no credibility 
whose book is part of conservative Repub­
licans' efforts to "destroy the president." 

And White House spokesman Mike 
Mccurry today called on Republican can­
didate Bob Dole to separate himself from a 
one-time volunteer adviser to Dole's cam­
paign who is promoting Aldrich's book. 

"It would be a surprise to us if Senator 
Dole didn't indicate that the activity of one 
of his paid advisers with respect to this book 
is unacceptable," Mccurry said. "I assume 
he'll 'do that and do it promptly." 

Even leading conservative journalists are 
denouncing Aldrich, including the apparent 
source of his book's wildest allegation-that 
President Clinton sneaks out of the White 
House without his guards for romantic hotel 
trysts. 

"I never knew I would be used as a source," 
David Brock, a writer for the American 
Spectator, told Newsweek magazine. He said 
he never thought Aldrich would use the 
"wild speculation" he traded about the al­
leged presidential outings to a Washington 
hotel, which the Secret Service says would 
be impossible. 

Conservative columnist George Will, who 
quizzed Aldrich Sunday on ABC, said Brock 
told him he was appalled to see the 
unverified story published. 

"Can't someone say that, in fact, your 
book is a raw file and that you have gone 
into print with the kind of evidence that no 
prosecutor would ever go into court with?" 
Will asked Aldrich. ~ 

"This is not a case presented to a grand 
jury," Aldrich replied, saying he had relied 
on his observations and untaped interviews 
for his book. 
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"I conducted investigations and talked to 

many sources, trying to knock this particu­
lar issue down as to whether the president 
could in fact travel without a Secret Service 
complement. I was unable to knock down 
that possibility," Aldrich said. 

He acknowledged that much of the mate­
rial came from second- and third-hand 
source, some of whom have publicly disputed 
his account. 

Still, Aldrich, who retired from the FBI in 
1994 after 30 years as an agent, said he would 
be willing to go before Congress to reveal his 
sources and back up his insider tales of slop­
py White House security and alleged former 
drug use by some officials, including a senior 
staffer. 

"I'm willing to swear under oath to any­
thing that I have in this book," Aldrich said 
on ABC's This Week.With David Brinkley. 

Senior Clinton adviser George Stephan­
opoulos, who had urged ABC to cancel 
Aldrich's appearance, said, "His story 
couldn't get past the fact checker at the Na­
tional Enquirer." 

Stephanopoulos said Aldrich's book was 
being promoted by people with Republican 
connections. He said several "GOP 
operatives" were present for the ABC show's 
taping, including those with ties to Repub­
lican president candidates Bob Dole and Pat 
Buchanan. 

He named Craig Shirley, a paid adviser to 
Dole in his 1988 presidential campaign. His 
company, Craig Shirley & Associates Inc., is 
promoting the book, published by the con­
servative Regnery Publishing Inc. 

"If you look at the people behind him, 
they're right-wing Republican political 
operatives who are determined to destroy 
the president," Stephanopoulos said. 
"They're trying to tear him down." 

EVALUATING THE EVEN START 
PROGRAM 

HON. WlllIAM~GOODLING 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, as the Mem­

ber of Congress who developed the Even 
Start Program, I was understandably dis­
appointed by the language discussing Even 
Start in the committee report accompanying 
the Labor, HHS, and Education appropriations 
bill for fiscal year 1997. 

The Even Start Program was first funded in 
1989 and, therefore, the program has only 
been in existence for a short period of time 
compared to other major elementary and sec­
ondary education programs. Thus, I believe it 
is unfair to say there is little in the way of eval­
uations to support the request for funding for 
this program. 

I must admit that I, too, was disappointed 
with the last program evaluation. However, I 
never expected that the program would not 
have to undergo change in order to effectively 
carry out its goals. There is not a program in 
the Federal Government which cannot be im­
proved. However, Even Start is new and we 
are just now learning what does and doesn't 
produce the positive results we are seeking. 

For example, the interim evaluation reports 
called attention to the fact that adults partici­
pants were not benefiting as much as their 
children. As a result, the Department of Edu­
cation started to stress with States and pro­
gram providers the need for a stronger parent 



17010 
component. Additionally, early evaluations in­
dicted that not all Even Start projects were op­
erating all three program components. Again, 
this was corrected. 

One of the findings of the most recent and 
final report was that the intensity of services 
was not strong in many programs and parents 
were receiving a minimal number of hours of 
adult education. The fiscal year 1996 appro­
priations bill for the District of Columbia con­
tained language modifying the existing Even 
Start law to require intensive services be pro­
vided to program participants. 

It is also easy to misinterpret data contained 
in evaluation studies. For example, the results 
on preschool experiences were misinterpreted. 
Children in Even Start did significantly better 
than the control group on school readiness 
tasks during the preschool year. Most children 
in the control group did not attend a preschool 
program and they did not learn skills needed 
for kindergarten by staying home. It was only 
at the end of the kindergarten year that the 
control group children learned the skills that 
the Even Start children had learned a year 
earlier. 

Mr. Speaker, the committee did not cut 
funding for this program, for which I am grate­
ful. However, I would hope that any future dis­
cussion of the effectiveness of Even Start 
would take into consideration the information I 
have discussed today and not jump to the 
conclusion that this program has not proven 
its worth. 

LUCY BOWEN McCAULEY'S 
CHOREOGRAPHIC MAGIC 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to take this 
opportunity to advise my colleagues of a magi­
cal event which took place recently. Virginia's 
own Lucy Bowen McCauley, a renowned 
dancer and teacher, who has expanded her 
art into choreography, staged her first dance 
concert consisting solely of her own choreog­
raphy. 

The concert was a wonderful potpourri of 
passion and humor, style and grace. Ms. 
Bowen McCauley demonstrated her choreo­
graphic range in splendid fashion. From the 
classical "Brahms Trio" with its depth of lyrical 
movements, to the marvelously humorous 
"What'll Ya'ave, Luv," to the deeply moving 
"At Last," the evening was filled with excite­
ment, emotion, and fun. One critic was espe­
cially moved when she noticed that the couple 
dancing the romantic "At Last" are married to 
each other and truly exuded the love which 
Ms. Bowen McCauley had choreographed into 
the piece. Ms. Bowen McCauley gave the au­
dience a special treat by dancing in "Fracture 
Zone," a wonderfully imaginative and dynamic 
work. 

In her inaugural choreographic triumph, Ms. 
Bowen McCauley has managed pot. only to 
demonstrate her command of the .Complexities 
of choreography, but she has been, able to 
imbue her dancers with her own drive and 
love of dance which clearly comes 'out in each 
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piece. The combination made for a truly magi­
cal evening-one which culminated in a well­
deserved standing ovation. 

The dance world looks forward to Mure 
work from this truly talented choreographer. 

TRIBUTE TO ST. JAMES 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

HON. MARCY KAPTIJR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor 150 years of development and growth. 
Over a century and a half ago the St. James 
Lutheran Church, the oldest Lutheran con­
gregation in Fulton County, OH, was founded. 
Strong in heritage and faith, the church has 
served as a pillar in that community and con­
tinues to foster ideals and philosophy consist­
ent with moral prosperity. 

Their story began in 1837 when a group of 
family members known as the Leininger fam­
ily, including at least four brothers and two sis­
ters, came to the United States from France. 
Their journey across the Atlantic Ocean via 
sailboat led them to New Orleans, up the Mis­
sissippi, and eventually to German Township, 
what we know today as Fulton County, OH, 
settled on the western side of Ohio's Ninth 
District. 

Nine years after settlement, the Leiningers 
were approached by Pastor John Adam 
Detzer who headed the effort in the northwest 
Ohio territory to settle German Lutherans. 
They received Pastor Detzer with great excite­
ment and asked him to be their pastor. De­
spite an already full congregation throughout 
the territory, he agreed and began to preach, 
listen, and spread the good word. 

It was from that humble beginning that St. 
James evolved. The St. James congregation 
has survived and grown into a cornerstone of 
the Fulton County community. 

I know my colleagues join me today in rec­
ognizing the congregation of St. James Lu­
theran Church on the occasion of 150 years of 
dedication, devotion, and commitment to the 
spiritual and communal needs of the people of 
northwest Ohio. 

A TRIBUTE TO RHONDA McCABE 

HON. JAMES M. TALENT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share with my colleagues a story sent to me 
by one of my constituents which describes an 
act of selflessness that should serve as an ex­
ample to us all. 

We are all familiar with the parable of the 
Good Samaritan, but how many of us, in this 
day and time, are blessed with meeting one? 

On October 18, 1994, Rhonda and Ed 
McCabe had met at the Three Flags Center in 
St. Charles, to take care of some personal 
business .. then went out to dinner. Upon return­
ing to the parking lot to get their second car, 
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out of the corner of her eye Rhonda noticed 
something moving. It was dark and rainy, 
making it difficult to tell if it was a couple of 
kids fighting, or perhaps a vicious crime hap­
pening. She had Ed pull the van around to 
see what was happening and if help was 
needed. A rain soaked man was collapsed on 
the ground over his briefcase and notebook 
computer, lying face down in a puddle. His 
legs were thrashing about as he appeared to 
be having convulsions. 

Rhonda and Ed got out of their vehicle to 
give this man assistance. As they turned him 
over, Rhonda, being a very capable and well 
experienced nurse, recognized the severity of 
the situation and knew exactly what had to be 
done immediately to save this life. She sent 
Ed to get help and to call 911 from the only 
business that still had lights on, the Norwest 
Financial Company. John Lopes left his office 
and offered to help in anyway needed. Under 
Rhonda's calm and concise direction Ed and 
John assisted her in administering CPR. Ac­
customed to depending on God's guidance, 
she also talked to the Lord, as she directed 
the necessary steps of CPR until after the 
paramedics arrived. In a medical opinion, had 
no one helped this man when she did he may 
have died or suffered severe impairment. 
Rhonda's unselfish deed of giving help to a 
stranger in need, was more than using her 
training and nursing experience, it was an ex­
pression of service to God. She felt she was 
directed to be there to help save a life. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Mrs. McCabe for her 
act of courage and bravery. She truly is a fine 
example of a modern-day good Samaritan. 

TRIBUTE TO PETER RATCHUK 

HON. JACK QUINN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

offer my congratulations to Mr. Peter Ratchuk. 
A former student at Saint Francis High 

School in Athol Springs, in the 30th Congres­
sional District of New York, Peter Ratchuk has 
distinguished himself among his peers as an 
athletic standout. 

This past June, in recognition of his out­
standing talent as scoring defenseman, Mr. 
Ratchuk was selected as the 25th pick by the 
1995-96 Stanley Cup Champion Colorado Av­
alanche. In doing so, Peter became only the 
second western New York hockey player to be 
selected in the first round of the National 
Hockey League Draft. 

Committed to Education and with an eye to 
a future in broadcasting, Peter Ratchuk will 
enter college at Bowling Green State Univer­
sity in Ohio before entering the National Hock­
ey League with the Avalanche. 

It is that maturity, commitment to hard work, 
personal strength, dedication to the sport of 
hockey, and mature ability to perform which 
will undoubtedly allow Peter to be successful 
in college, professional hockey, or whatever 
the future may hold. 

Mr: Speaker, today I join with the Ratchuk 
family, St. Francis High School, the National 
Hockey League, and indeed, our entire west­
ern New York community to congratulate 
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Peter Ratchuk in recognition of this outstand­
ing accomplishment, and offer Peter my en­
thusiastic commendation and sincere best 
wishes. 

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH OF FLOR­
IDA, NY, CELEBRATES lOlST AN­
NIVERSARY 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 
pleasure to recognize St. Joseph's Roman 
Catholic Church in Florida, NY, for its 101 st 
anniversary, St. Joseph's was established in 
1895, and immediately became a landmark of 
the small village of Florida, where it has re­
mained a hub of the community throughout 
the 20th century. St. Joseph's was conceived 
in the Polish tradition of Catholicism, and has 
continued in this tradition to the present day. 
Father William Torowski is currently the ad­
ministrator of the congregation, and has 
served as an inspirational leader to his con­
gregation and community throughout his ten­
ure. 

St. Joseph's has a long history of dedicated 
service to its community, including an elemen­
tary school, which has consisted of lay as well 
as nun instructors through the years. The 
Felician Sisters of Connecticut and the Sisters 
of Charity of the Bronx, NY, are among the 
convents who have contributed to the excel­
lence of this educational institution throughout 
its history. 

St. Joseph's has also been active in mis­
sionary work since its inception over a century 
ago. A mission in nearby Pine Island, NY, 
which has since become a separate entity, 
and St. Andrew Bobola in nearly Pelletts Is­
land, NY have been a crucial part of St. Jo­
seph's admirable efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to take this op­
portunity to honor St. Joseph's for all that it 
has done for its community. St. Joseph's has 
distinguished itself as a provider of education 
and charity, as well as provider of its holy 
message. Its presence throughout the 20th 
century has been an inspiration to the resi­
dents of the area and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, we should remember that our 
houses of worship are vital to the identities of 
our Nation's communities, and we must not 
forget our constitutional guarantee of freedom 
of religion, which allows congregations such 
as St. Joseph's to exist as the stabilizing force 
which draws the local communities of Nation 
together. St. Joseph's ·of Florida, NY, exempli­
fies . this vital force in an admirable fashion, 
and I am proud to honor its 101st anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
IN SUPPORT OF STATES' RIGHTS 

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, over the past 

several years, my home State of Illinois has 
been embroiled in litigation, Pennington versus 
Doherty, regarding the base period used to 
determine eligibility for unemployment com­
pensation. The plaintiffs in Pennington have 
argued that the Federal Government, and not 
the individual States, should have the right to 
set those base periods. Their position is dia­
metrically opposed to the common practice 
recognized as lawful and legitimate for dec­
ades. I believe that States should retain this 
right and that Federal action in this area 
should not preempt State law. Unfortunately, 
an appellate court did not agree. 

While the outcome of this suit will unques­
tionably have a significant impact on Illinois, it 
may also lead to changes across the country, 
since more than 40 States utilize similar meth­
ods for determining eligibility for unemploy­
ment compensation. The final ruling could lead 
to greatly increased costs, both for individual 
States and the Federal Government. In fact, 
some have estimated that an unfavorable out­
come in this case could increase costs by as 

17011 
Post 7980, located in Millstadt, IL. The 
Millstadt post is celebrating its 5oth anniver­
sary on July 20, 1996, and I ask my col­
leagues to join me in congratulating the cur­
rent and former members for their contribu­
tions to the entire community. 

I assisted the Millstadt post in securing an 
M-47 Patton tank in 1989 from the U.S. De­
partment of Defense, and it stands as a re­
minder of those veterans who have sacrificed 
a great deal to protect the freedoms we love 
dearly in the United States of America. It was 
my privilege to be present at the dedication of 
the tank in September of that year, and since 
then it has served as both a tribute and edu­
cational tool for the whole region. 

The Millstadt post has had a long and distin­
guished record of service to the community, 
which we will celebrate on July 20. A variety 
of post commanders have shepherded the 
post through several improvements and com­
munity projects, including services for local 
veterans, ·the purchase of American flag for 
area events, and a college scholarship pro­
gram. 

I want to congratulate the members of VFW 
Post 7980 for their continued hard work and 
dedication to their fellow veterans and . their 
community. Their example stands out as an 
inspiration to other organizations looking to 
help their fellow man in our region. 

much as $750 million over the next 8 years in A SAL UTE TO BABCOCK AND 
Illinois alone, and the Congressional Budget WILCOX FOR WINNING OHIO'S 
Office has estimated that costs to the Federal EXPORTER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Government could reach the $3 billion range 
over that same period. There can be little 
doubt that if the Pennington suit is successful, 
other plaintiffs in other States will be lining up 
to file their suits. 

But perhaps even more troubling than the fi­
nancial impact of this decision is the cir­
cumvention and misinterpretation of congres­
sional intent through judicial action. Earlier 
today, the Ways and Means Subcommittee on 
Human Resources held a hearing regarding 
the Pennington case. While a variety of wit­
nesses, including representatives of the ad­
ministration, expressed various opinions re­
garding this case, there was unanimity on the 
fact that Congress intended States to control 
their own base periods. Despite widespread 
agreement on that issue, the courts may now 
redefine the law through judicial fiat. 

In order to protect congressional intent and 
avoid these unnecessary expenditures, I am 
today introducing legislation which would sim­
ply clarify current law by stating in no uncer­
tain terms that States have the right to set 
their own base periods and no Federal actions 
should preempt that right. I hope that my col­
leagues will join with me in supporting States' 
rights and in supporting this legislation. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO VFW POST 
7980 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
, OF ILLINOIS . 

1 
IN 'J,'HE HOUSE OF REPRE~ENTATIVES 

Thursday, July Ji, 19_96 
Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

pay tribute to the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

HON. lHOMAS C. SAWYER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor a company in my district, Babcock and 
Wilcox [B&W], for recently receiving the State 
of Ohio's Exporter of the Year Award. This 
award is given each year to the Ohio company 
which best exemplifies the State's commitment 
to international trade. It is especially pres­
tigious since Ohio is a leading export State, 
based on the number of manufacturers who 
export goods and services. It is particularly 
gratifying to see B&W win this award, since it 
has a proud tradition in Ohio since 1906. 

B& W is internationally renowned and re­
spected for its power and steam generation 
systems and for its environmental control 
equipment. This company's worldwide reputa­
tion as an engineering and advanced tech­
nologies leader helped its power generation 
group to earn a record $558 million in over­
seas contract awards last year, equaling 63 
percent of the group's total sales. A highlight 
was the sale of 1 0 of the first sulfur dioxide re­
moval systems ever purchased by South 
Korea as part of its power expansion program. 
This was also the largest environmental equip­
ment contract ever awarded by an electric util­
ity. Beyond South Korea, B& W has increased 
its international presence over the last decade 
by establishing joint venture operations in 
China, India, Indonesia, Turkey, Mexico, and 
Egypt. This international expansion has helped 
the company stabilize its activities in Ohio and 
has contributed to its growth in my State. 
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Mr. Speaker, I recognize B&W's superior 

work in Ohio, and commend this company for 
winning the State's Exporter of the Year 
Award. 

CONCERNS ABOUT WETLAND 
REGULATIONS 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11 , 1996 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
commends to his colleagues the following let­
ter to Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman con­
cerning the increased amount of proposed 
wetland regulations. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

July 9, 1996. 
Hon. DAN GLICKMAN, 
Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Washing­

ton , DC. 
DEAR DAN: While visiting with my con­

stituents, I have been advised of several con­
cerns about wetland regulations, particu­
larly a concern that actions by Federal 
Agencies with wetland responsibilities and 
jurisdiction are proposing actions that 
amount to "regulatory creep" by proposing 
to expand the amount of lands defined as 
Federally protected wetlands. 

I am told that three changes are being con­
sidered by the four Federal agencies with 
wetland responsibilities (USDA, Corps of En­
gineers, EPA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service) that would expand the criteria used 
in the Federal delineation process by making 
changes to the 1987 delineation manual and 
by adopting a functional assessment process 
known as the hydrogemorphic (HGM) aJ>­
proach. 

One of the specific concerns has been that 
NRCS, without public notice and comment, 
is expanding its list of field indicators of 
hydric soils, which in turn would result in an 
expansion of areas and sites that would meet 
the hydric soil criteria. Mr. Secretary I want 
to ask whether it is the view of NRCS that 
all hydric soils are wetland soils? (I under­
stood that wetland soils are a function of 
wetland hydrology, and that wetland delin­
eation requires the independent verification 
of all three wetland criteria-soils, water, 
and plants.) 

Secondly, I am told that the Fish and 
Wildlife Service is about to enter into an 
agreement to expand the hydrophytic plant 
list, also without the benefit of public notice 
and comment. Is the interagency wetland 
team recommending that Federal agencies 
be allowed to delineate wetlands based only 
upon two criteria (soils and plants) instead 
of the three essential wetland criteria? Such 
an action would seem to allow regulators to 
'assume' hydrology based on the presence of 
an expanded list of hydric soil indicators and 
an expanded list of hydrophytic plants. It is 
already very difficult for many of my con­
stituents to accept wetlands defined under 
present rules without wetlands being defined 
without the apparent presence of water for a 
significant period of time during the year. 

Finally, I am curious about the inter­
agency wetland yeam's implemen~tion of a 
new methodology for the functional assess­
ment of wetlands using the hydrogemorphic 
(HGM) approach. ·There is a concern that this 
method would arbitrarily assign functions to 
various types of wetlands located within a 
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watershed or ecological region by combining 
the subjective nature of wetlands science 
with the ambiguity of professional judgment. 

Mr. Secretary, I am particularly alarmed 
by the appearance that no one in the Admin­
istration nor the Congress is currently in 
charge of wetland delineation. With no one 
designated for a leadership role on this sub­
ject I fear that the bureaucracy is once again 
free to initiate regulatory creep. That would 
leave the most important regulatory deci­
sions to be accomplished behind the political 
scene by interagency fiat without public 
input. 

Dan, I would appreciate it very much, and 
feel more comfortable, if you would take a 
personal role in overseeing the activities of 
the interagency wetland group to insure that 
the general public, including those which 
would be subject to these regulations, have 
adequate opportunity for involvement in any 
changes in wetland regulations. 

Thank you very much for your consider­
ation and assistance on this matter. 

Best wishes, 
DOUG BEREUTER, 
Member of Congress. 

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH BENEFITS 
ALL AMERICANS 

HON. RANDY "DUKE" CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

· Thursday , July 11, 1996 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of the increased funding lev­
els contained in the fiscal year 1997 Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Act for the National Institutes of 
Health [NIH]. This funding is critical for bio­
medical research and benefits all Americans, 
as it improves quality of life. In addition to re­
searching treatments and cures for such dis­
ease as breast cancer, heart disease, and Alz­
heimer's disease. NIH funding is also used to 
advance medical devices that will save and 
enhance lives. 

San Diego County is a leader in the field of 
biomedical research. This region of southern 
California is known for its advancements in 
medicine, and increased funding levels are 
vital to move forward with research that will 
find cures for diseases. Jonas Salk, the pio­
neering health researcher, did much of his 
greatest work at the University of California, 
San Diego. His development of the first polio 
vaccine saved countless lives, and spared 
countless families the crippling disabilities, and 
even death associated with this disease. 

I commend Chairman PORTER in his com­
mitment to NIH research. I am pleased that he 
joins me in recognizing the important NIH's 
support to thousands of scientists and re­
search institutions throughout the country. 

A TRIBUTE TO SHELTER ISLAND 
POLICE CHIEF L. GEORGE FERRER . 

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , July 11 , 1996 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

pay tribute to the late L. George Ferrer, a self-
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less, dedicated law enforcement officer who 
for nearly 20 years served the town of Shelter 
Island, Long Island as its chief of police. 

A 26-year veteran of the Shelter Island Po­
lice Department, George suffered a fatal heart 
attack while hard at work at his desk early on 
the morning of Thursday, June 27. Despite the 
quick reactions of Police Officer Jack Thilberg, 
who administered cardiopulmonary resuscita­
tion, and Sergeant Jeffrey Brewer that enabled 
ambulance crews to transport the chief safely 
to the hospital, George Ferrer passed away at 
Winthrop University Hospital at 3:09 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 2. 

With George Ferrer's passing, not only has 
the community of Shelter Island lost a faithful 
protector, but Long Island's entire law enforce­
ment community has lost one of its finest 
members. With an unyielding devotion to the 
badge he wore, and all that it represents, 
Chief George Ferrer set an example of profes­
sionalism and commitment for the officers of 
his department, for law enforcement officers 
everywhere and for the public he served so 
well. 

The example George Ferrer provided will 
live on because it will be carried forward by 
men like Shelter Island Police Sergeant Jef­
frey Brewer, who served under the chief for 
nearly 20 years. Delivering the eulogy at his 
chiefs funeral service, Sergeant Brewer talked 
about the steadfast devotion to professional­
ism that George Ferrer brought to the job 
every day and how it shaped him and the 
other officers. 

Though, as chief of police, George was the 
administrative head of the department, he was 
not afraid to do the routine police work, wheth­
er it was directing traffic or gathering evi­
dence. "George led us past our feelings and 
emotions and into the trenches. For he was 
spit and polished to most-to us he was never 
afraid to roll up his sleeves and get dirty, to 
get the job done," Brewer eulogized. 

The greatest tribute that could be paid 
George Ferrer's legacy as chief of the Shelter 
Island Police Department are the police offi­
cers who mentored under his command and 
took to heart his dedication and who will con­
tinue to protect and serve the community. The 
Shelter Island police officers you see in front 
of you today are a product of George's legacy. 
They have all been with me in body and 
George in spirit since last Thursday morning. 
They have been away from their families for 
days on end. When the news came of 
George's passing, they knew what they had to 
do. I never told them-I didn't have to. They 
just knew they had to be spit and polished," 
Brewer told those who gathered to mourn 
George's passing and to comfort his family. 

It was not just the law enforcement commu­
nity that appreciated George Ferrer's dedica­
tion and commitment. Shelter Island Town Su­
pervisor Huson "Hoof' Sherman described the 
chief as "very professional, very dedicated to 
Shelter Island and to the police work on Shel­
ter Island. Whenever we had any kind of 
emergency or an accident, whenever there 
was somebody in distress in any way, George 
was always there on the scene, taking charge 
of the situai.ion." Part of George Ferrer's du­
ties was to act as Shelter Island's Emergency 
Management Coordinator during any sort of 
hurricane or winter blizzard. 
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Supervisor Sherman praised his ability as a 

law enforcement officer, but also an adminis­
trator, saying that "George ran a very tight de­
partment. He did a terrific job, his whole life 
was wrapped up being the Shelter Island Po­
lice Chief." As Supervisor Sherman also re­
called, George was a very industrious man 
who was always working to supplement his 
police salary, doing carpentry work or selling 
real estate around the Island. 

All who knew George Ferrer praised his 
dedication to the Shelter Island Police Depart­
ment, his tireless devotion to the island's resi­
dents and to the police officers under his com­
mand. As impressive as his commitment to 
the police force, none of it surpassed 
George's love for his family. They were always 
his first consideration. Chief Ferrer leaves be­
hind his wife Shirley, son Christopher and 
daughters Lori and Danielle, as well as his 
granddaughter Rebecca. He is also survived 
by his mother Cecelia Glas and stepfather, 
Adolph Glas, his brother Robert and sisters 
Celia and Elisa. 

And as the Shelter Island Reporter, Chief 
Ferrer's hometown newspaper, put it, "We'll 
miss his professional energy and his enthu­
siasm, his personal honesty and his fairness 
with us. We'll miss him as a person. We'd be 
honored if he misses us when Tuesday morn­
ings roll around." 

For his many years of selfless, dedicated 
service to the community, we all owe Shelter 
Island Police Chief L. George Ferrer a great 
debt of gratitude and thanks. May his spirit of 
public service and professionalism live on in 
all our hearts. He was a class act and will be 
sorely missed by all who came to know him 
personally and professionally across eastern 
Long Island. 

Sergeant Jeff Brewer's entire eulogy speech 
on Chief Ferrer follows: 

To those of you who don' t know me, I am 
sergeant Jeff Brewer of the Shelter Island 
Police Department. For the past 19 years and 
3 months, I have had the privilege to serve 
under Chief George Ferrer, first when he was 
sergeant then as a chief. We have been 
through a lot together. When I was a "rook­
ie" we laughed as I fumbled over my own two 
feet. Then as time moved on, much like a 
teenager feeling his oats, I challenged some 
of his ways not knowing why. He always got 
the last word in by saying, " This is my sand­
box." Through the years I learned to under­
stand the meaning of that and from that 
grew a strong respect. The Chief was more 
like an older brother to be than a boss. We 
shared the private pain of losing longtime 
fellow officers and friends to retirement and 
injuries. Still we remained, Chief Ferrer, De­
tective Springer, and me. Over the years, 
oddly as it seems, George and I arrived at an 
ironic balance; similar to the odd couple, 
George with his unyielding serious side and 
me with my more witty approach. This com­
bination seemed to get us through the daily 
occurrences from the trivial and mundane to 
the serious and the grotesque. George led us 
past our feelings and emotions and into the 
trenches. For he was spit and polished to 
most, to us he was never afraid to roll up his 
sleeves and get dirty to get the job done. 
. The Shelter Island Police Officers you see 
in front of you today are a product of 
George' s legacy. They have all been with me 
in body and George in spirit since last Thurs­
day morning. They have been away from 
their families for days on end. When the 
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news came of George's passing, they knew 
what to do. I never told them what to do; I 
didn't have to. They just knew they had to 
be spit and polish. They spent hours and 
hours of their own time putting this to­
gether. They spent hours practicing every 
step for today. It had to be right. 

I have heard through the grapevine that 
this is just a big show! They cannot under­
stand! These fine officers and the rest of you 
in blue know this is no show! This how our 
family shows our respect to a fellow officer 
and his family. And it shows how law en­
forcement is not just a job but rather a way 
of life and Chief George Ferrer demonstrated 
it every day. 

As in life as we know it, there are begin­
nings, endings, and new beginnings so let me 
finish by going back to the beginning. To 
Shirley and the Ferrer family , I am person­
ally honored and privileged to have served 
under such a fine leader like Chief L. George 
Ferrer. We will do our best to keep his leg­
acy of pride and professionalism alive in this 
department that he so proudly served. God 
bless the Chief in his new tour of duty. 

ROBERT C. NELDBERG 

HON. BART STIJP AK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker and Members of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, it is an 
nonor for me to bring to the attention of this 
body and the entire Nation the retirement of 
Robert C. Neldberg. A native of the Upper Pe­
ninsula of Michigan, Mr. Neldberg has been 
chief executive officer and administrator of the 
Marquette General Hospital in Marquette, Ml, 
since October 1973. 

After studies at Northern Michigan Univer­
sity and in the St. Louis' University Hospital 
Executive Development Program, Mr. 
Neldberg began his administrative career in 
August 1968 when he was hired as the direc­
tor of personnel and public relations at St. 
Luke's Hospital, Marquette, Ml. After 3112 
years he was promoted to assistant adminis­
trator for administrative affairs. After guiding 
Marquette and the medical community through 
the successful merger of St. Luke's and St. 
Mary's Hospitals, Mr. Neldberg was promoted 
to his current position of chief executive offi­
cer/administrator at the newly created Mar­
quette General Hospital. Mr. Neldberg's drive 
and dedication nurtured Marquette General 
from a $6 million revenue operation to a re­
gional medical center with a yearly revenue of 
$205 million with 2,350 employees and 250 
physicians on staff. 

Mr. Neldberg is leaving a distinguished 
medical and civil career. He is responsible for 
sheparding the 14 Upper Peninsula hospitals 
together to form a medical networking partner­
ship led by Marquette General. In 1983, he re­
ceived the prestigious Homminga Award, pre­
sented by the Michigan Hospital Association, 
signifying the most outstanding hospital ad­
ministrator in Michigan. In 1991, Mr. Neldberg 
was named Northern Michigan University's 
Citizen of the Year. Included in his cor;nmunity 
service are his po~itions as a former board 
member of the Michigan Hospital Association, 
and former chairman of the United Funds 
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Drive of Iron Mountain/Kingsford and Mar­
quette. 

Despite his retirement, Mr. Neldberg will re­
main active in Michigan's medical arena. Gov­
ernor John Engler named him to the Board of 
Medicine for the term that began on March 1 , 
1996 and continues through 1999. Robert 
Neldberg is currently president of the Upper 
Peninsula Health Care Network and the Upper 
Peninsula Health Education Corporation. 

Mr. Neldberg and his wife, Monica Ann 
Gunville-Neldberg, have four children and 
eight grandchildren and belong to St. Peter's 
Cathedral in Marquette. He is also a member 
of Marquette's Rotary Club and a past presi­
dent of the Jaycees Organization. Mr. 
Neldberg has been politically active as chair­
man of the Marquette County Republican 
Pa~ and vice chairman of the District Repub­
lican Party. 

Although his career with Marquette General 
Hospital is coming to a close, I know Mr. 
Neldberg will continue to be a great asset both 
to his own community and Michigan's medical 
community. Through his dedication to his pro­
fession and through his volunteer efforts, Mr. 
Neldberg represents the very best of our free 
society. He has made his life his work, and his 
community is better for the effort. Mr. Speaker, 
on behalf of the Upper Peninsula and the en­
tire State of Michigan, I would like to congratu­
late Mr. Robert Neldberg on his retirement. 

HONORING THOMAS J. BALSHI, 
DDS 

HON. JON D. FOX 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, for 
almost a quarter of a century, Thomas J. 
Balshi, A Fellow of The American College of 
Prosthodontists, has impacted the health of 
thousands of individuals worldwide by con­
tributions to research, education, and the clini­
cal practice of prosthetic dentistry. 

He trained others from Bosnia-Herzegovina 
to bring healing and restoration to that war­
torn population. He has championed the bene­
fits of prosthetic care throughout the country of 
India, in Uruguay and Colombia, and has spo­
ken before The Royal Society of Medicine in 
London. 

Dr. Balshi is a pioneer in the field of implant 
prosthetics. His work has renewed the health 
and self-confidence of his patients. Dr. Balshi 
commits himself clinically and personally to 
the careful renewal of every patient's smile, 
whether the patient be indigent or celebrity. 
Through his years of professional practice, he 
has earned the reputation of being a dental 
court of last resort. By engineering innovative 
solutions, he has specialized in saving diag­
nosed hopeless dental cases. 

Dr. Balshi is a recent recipient of the pres­
tigious George Washington Medal of Honor 
from the National Freedoms Foundation at 
Valley Forge, PA. He was honored for his con­
tributions to dental science through education. 
The Freedoms Foundation honors Americans 
whose lives reinforce and exhibit the patriotic 
values of our country's Founding Fathers. 
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A former captain in the United States Army 

(1972-1974), Dr. Balshi was Chief, Depart­
ment of Fixed Prosthetics, Mills Army Dental 
Clinic, Fort Dix, NJ. He received the Army 
Commendation Medal for Extraordinary Serv­
ice. 

He became a Fellow of The American Col­
lege of Prosthodontists in 1976, following 
graduation from Temple University School of 
Dentistry in 1972. He is a 1968 graduate of 
Villanova University. 

He served as editor of the International Col­
lege of Prosthodontists Newsletter for its inau­
gural 1 O years. In this role, he actively partici­
pated in establishing worldwide communica­
tion among practitioners of his specialty. 

Dr. Thomas J. Balshi is commended for his 
masterful way of blending heart, art, and 
science to serve those in need. 

TRIBUTE TO ILLINOIS STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE ROGER P. 
MCAULIFFE 

HON. MICHAEL PATRICK FLANAGAN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness and regret that I note the pass­
ing on July 5, 1996, of my constituent, Illinois 
State Representative Roger P. McAuliffe. 
Roger represented the 14th state house dis­
trict on Chicago's northwest side as well as 
several suburbs including Park Ridge, Rose­
mont, Norridge and Schiller Park. He was also 
the 38th ward Republican committeeman. 

Roger was the dean of the Illinois State 
House Republicans, having served in the Illi­
nois General Assembly from 1973 until the 
day of his tragic death. Roger was also an as­
sistant majority leader of the Illinois House. 
Roger was particularly know for his constituent 
services and his efforts on behalf of senior citi­
zens, fighting crime and for tax caps. Known 
as an innovator, Roger started having senior 
citizens driving seminars as far back as 1981, 
which have been attended by as many as 
1,000 people at a time. As those who lived in 
his district knew, Roger always took care of 
those he represented and he always rep­
resented them well. 

As a 1965 graduate of the Chicago Police 
Academy, and a Chicago police officer ever 
since, Roger had a keen interest in preventing 
crime and protecting the public safety. In 1981 
Roger was a cosponsor of legislation to tough­
en Illinois' drunk-driving laws. The legislation, 
which became State law, ended the practice 
of allowing drunk driving suspects a 90-minute 
waiting period before deciding whether to take 
a breathalyzer test. 

Roger was a 1956 graduate of my own 
alma mater, Lane Technical High School. He 
began his public service career path when he 
served in the U.S. Army from 1961 to 1963. 
Affectionately known as the Monsignor, Roger 
was well respected and well liked by Repub­
licans and Democrats. alike. I knew Roger both 
prpf essionally and personally and I am proud 
to ·have had him as a friend. He was always 
there to help whenever he could be of assist­
ance. Roger was something of an informal ad-
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visor and often guided me, and other Mem­
bers as well, on legislation that had an impact 
on the Chicago area. 

I extend my deepest sympathy to Roger's 
family. Roger was a truly great public servant 
and a truly great person. His loss has cast has 
a long, sad shadow over the city of Chicago 
and the State of Illinois. Roger McAuliffe, you 
are deeply missed. 

NEW ZEALAND ECONOMIC 
REFORMS 

HON. SCOIT L KLUG 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. KLUG. Mr. Speaker, I led a congres­
sional delegation which visited New Zealand 
to study their economic reforms. We met with 
many people ranging from the privatization 
policymakers to sheep farmers and walked 
away with an insightful approach to rescuing 
an enormous Federal debt in a relatively short 
amount of time. Eliminating the deficit is cru­
cial for the United States fiscal survival and 
the New Zealand model provides us with 
some options to explore. For the benefit of my 
colleagues, I would like to have printed in the 
RECORD the preface and executive summary 
of the United States-New Zealand Council re­
port on the delegation's trip to New Zealand. 
For those who desire the complete report, 
please contact my office. 

REPORT ON CONGRESSIONAL STUDY TOUR TO 
NEW ZEALAND 

PREFACE 

A bipartisan Congressional study group 
visited New Zealand from April 8 to 13, 1996 
to examine the causes and effects of New 
Zealand's remarkable economic reform that 
has brought New Zealand from the bottom to 
the top of various OECD lists in terms of 
economic performance. The group was com­
prised of Congressmen Scott Klug (R-Wiscon­
sin), William Orton, (D-Utah), and Dana 
Rohrabacher (R-California), plus four senior 
House staffers: Scott Palmer, Deputy Chief 
of Staff, Office of the Majority Whip; John 
Feehery, Communications Director, Office of 
the Majority Whip; Paul Behrends, Legisla­
tive Assistant for Congressman Rohrabacher; 
and Joyce Yamat, Legislative Assistant for 
Congressman Klug. The group was accom­
panied by Ambassador (ret.) Paul Cleveland, 
President of the United States-New Zealand 
Council, the organization which funded and 
arranged the trip. 

In the course of a crowded and intense five 
day schedule, the group met with close to 
two hundred individuals, business leaders, 
non government organizations, as well as 
government officials, and took field trips 
with Telecom New Zealand, Tranz Rail, and 
the New Zealand Dairy Board to gain a com­
prehensive view of the reform process and 
what it has meant to a diverse group of New 
Zealanders and their institutions. 

The Council deeply appreciates the help 
f!.nd sponsorship of a number of individuals 
~nd government and private institutions 
witll.out whom the trip would not fave been 
"l)ossible: the New Zealand Embassy in Wash­
ington, the United States ;Embassy in Wel­
lington and ·the U.S. Consulate General in 
Auckland, the Department· of State and the 
New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade, Bell Atlantic, Ameritech, Wisconsin 
Central, Mobil Oil Corporation, the New Zea­
land Dairy Board, Air New Zealand, and all 
of the individuals and organizations included 
in the trip schedule. 

The report prepared by the Council reviews 
the highlights and the principal points that 
emerged. Its accuracy and representation of 
views and conclusions are the responsibility 
of the Council and do not necessarily rep­
resent the thoughts of the members of the 
delegation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

New Zealand has undergone one of the 
most radical economic transformation in re­
cent years in the Western world and increas­
ingly has become a subject for study by oth­
ers, who want to know why it has been so 
successful. 

Small, with a population of 3.5 million, and 
highly homogeneous compared to the United 
States New Zealand had prior to 1984 become 
the most socialized country extant outside 
the communist world, and as New Zealand 
Ambassador to the United States John Wood 
is wont to say, "was performing about as 
well as the communists." Deeply in debt in 
1984 with its back to the wall, ironically a 
new Labour government, probably the most 
intellectual New Zealand has ever had, intro­
duced a comprehensive set of reforms that 
relentlessly tackled monetary, fiscal, labor, 
privatization, administration and a myriad 
of other problems. When Laboµr ran into po­
litical and economic problems that eventu­
ally divided it, a National party government 
was elected and finished the job of reform. 

The results in only ten years proved elec­
tric. Shocked into reality, the revived eco­
nomic system is currently among the best 
performers in the OECD. Even better indica­
tors than the figures are the improvements 
in productivity, competitiveness and atti­
tude. New Zealand is rated by responsible 
judges highest or close to highest in the 
world in all three. 

Not all have benefited equally. Some 
Kiwis, particularly those in certain minority 
ethnic groups, have been left behind and dis­
agreements over what should be done and 
the ability of government to deliver social 
and other services is as intense as in the 
United States and elsewhere in the world. 
The Congressional group heard from the dis­
senters as well as from the advocates. 

Despite the differences in pre and post-re­
form positions, as well as the size and com­
plexity of the two economies, New Zealand 
offers the following lessons worth further 
study for their possible application in the 
United States ... some obvious, some less 
so: Speed and equal distribution of the pain 
of reform were politically necessary in New 
Zealand to reap the universal gain of reform. 
Effective managers and sustained attention 
to following through on changes are essen­
tial. Tax revenues grew surprisingly higher 
than expected because of the integrity intro­
duced into the system by value added tax­
ation. New Zealand might have done better, 
sooner had it introduced labor and social 
service reform earlier, thereby reducing 
these major costs early in the game. The free 
market absorbs naturally a sizable part of 
the redundancy created by reform and its 
worrisome cousin, "downsizing." Training is 
an essential ingredient however, whether 
provided by the government or the private 
sector. Not only should businesses be re­
moved from government to the private sec­
tor, where they can be managed effectively 
in the general interest, government itself 
should be made more businesslike. We can 
usefully study such New Zealand innovations 
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as contracts under which senior civil serv­
ants can be hired and fired as in the private 
sector, cost accrual accounting and the re­
quirement for government departments to 
figure in capital costs of such things as 
buildings and other hard assets. This prac­
tice forces government, like business, to 
shed unnecessary assets and costs. 

HONORING EDWARD H. JENISON 

HON. TIIOMAS W. EWING 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I am saddened to 
take this opportunity to inform my colleagues 
that former member Edward H. Jenison, who 
represented part of my congressional district 
for three terms from 1946 to 1954, passed 
away at 2 p.m. Monday, June 24, 1996 at 
Paris, IL Community Hospital. He was 88 
years old. I am proud to have represented Ed 
Jenison for the past 5 years and would like to 
off er my most sincere condolences to his fam­
ily and friends. 

Mr. Jenison was editor and publisher of the 
Paris Bean-News for more than 65 years and 
a cornerstone of the Paris community. He will 
be missed tremendously. The following is a 
news article from the Beacon-News concern­
ing Mr. Jenison's life and his many accom­
plishments. 

Ed Jenison was a lifelong newspaperman. 
He started as editor of his high school news­
paper while growing up in Fond du Lac, Wis., 
where his father was editor of the Fond du 
Lac Commonwealth. His final days in the 
Beacon-News offices came just a short week 
before his death. 

The newspaper was his primary focus but 
certainly not his only interest-family, com­
munity service and public service also 
shared his lifelong attention. 

Ed Jenison's public service career started 
with election to three terms as Representa­
tive in the U.S. Congress, representing a 
large district covering much of southeast Il­
linois from 1946 and 1954. It was in this first 
term that Ed Jenison met the late Richard 
M. Nixon, as the families lived in the same 
apartment and they were first term con­
gressmen together. It was the beginning of a 
friendship which continued over the years 
and when President Nixon died, Ed Jenison 
was called upon by area media to recall his 
friend. His service in the Congress followed 
his discharge from the U.S. Navy service dur­
ing World War II with the rank of Lieuten­
ant Commander, assigned to naval intel­
ligence duties both in Washington and 
aboard aircraft carriers in the Pacific. He 
participated in several of the island cam­
paigns including the invasion of the Phil­
ippines. 

After his service in Congress, Ed Jenison 
served on the Illinois State Board of Voca­
tional Education from 1953 to 1960; was elect­
ed to the 74th Illinois General Assembly as a 
state representative in 1964, appointed to 
complete a term in the Legislature in 1973, 
and was elected a delegate to the Illinois 
Constitutional Convention in 1970. 

He also completed a term .as Director of 
tlie ,. Illinois Department of Finance by ap­
poi;ntment from Gov. William Stratton in 
1960. 

Ed Jenison was equally involved in com­
munity service. He actively suppcrted for-
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mation of the Edgar County Mental Health 
Association, now the Human Resources Cen­
ter; the Paris Community YMCA, and was 
one of the first members and officers of the 
board of the Hospital and Medical Founda­
tion of Paris, Inc., which constructed the 
present hospital. 

He was a speaker at the dedication of the 
"new" hospital in 1970, and participated in 
the dedication and ribbon-cutting for the 
new medical office building and hospital ad­
dition earlier this month. 

He was a past president of the Paris Cham­
ber of Commerce and a director of the Illi­
nois State Chamber of Commerce. 

His community service was recognized as 
the Paris Rotary Club presented him the 
Allen D. Albert "Man of the Year" award. In 
1993 the Paris Chamber of Commerce honored 
Ed and his sister, Ernestine Jenison, with 
the annual Parisian Award. 

In 1990, when Gov. Jim Thompson came to 
Paris to announce the location of a new De­
partment of Corrections Work Camp here, 
fondly recalled it was on a trip downstate 
when he was seeking his first term as gov­
ernor that he met Ed Jenison. He suggested 
the new work camp be named the Ed Jenison 
Work Camp in recognition of Jenison's long 
public service to the area, and Gov. Jim 
Edgar concurred at the Work Camp's dedica­
tion. Although by nature preferring to re­
main out of the limelight whenever possible, 
Ed Jenison graciously acknowledged the 
compliment paid by Governors Thompson 
and Edgar, remarking during the dedication 
ceremony "I guess it's alright since it has 
the word 'work' in the name." 

In his chosen profession he also was hon­
ored and recognized by his peers. 

The United Press-International Illinois 
Editors Association presented its 1982 Serv­
ice Award to Ed Jenison, and the Southern 
Illinois Editorial Association awarded him 
the title of "Master Editor" in 1986. He also 
was an active member and officer of the 
former Illinois Daily Newspaper Markets As­
sociation, and member of the Inland Daily 
Press Association and Illinois Press Associa­
tion, as well as Sigma Delta Chi, professional 
journalism society. 

His Paris newspaper career began in 1926 
when his father, E. M. Jenison, sold his in­
terest in the Fond du Lac Commonwealth 
and purchased the Paris Daily Beacon. Ed 
Jenison left his college journalism studies to 
help staff and develop the newspaper which 
became the Beacon-News in 1927 with the ac­
quisition of the Paris Daily News. He was a 
long-time enthusiast of area high school 
sports, starting with his duties as sports edi­
tor for the Beacon and then the Beacon­
News. 

Through his efforts the Beacon-News 
voiced early and active support for the con­
struction of the "new" gymnasium at Paris 
High School just ahead of World War II, now 
the "Eveland Gym." When in Paris, he rare­
ly missed a varsity basketball game includ­
ing the girls' games in recent years, and was 
a regular sidelines supporter at the football 
field. He twice found himself in the midst of 
a sidelines play, coming up none the worse. 
After the first tackle, while his grandsons 
were members of the Tigers varsity, the 
team presented him a football helmet with 
the words "if you 're going to play you had 
better be dressed for it." . 

He was equally supportive of the interests 
of his wife, Barbara, and son and grand­
children. While Ed Jenison was serving on 
carriers in the Pacific, Barbara Jenison de­
cided she would explore the world of avia­
tion, and obtained her pilot's license. She 
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continued her flying interests by participat­
ing in a number of international and cross 
country "Powder Puff'' derby competitions, 
and served many years with the Civil Air Pa­
trol concluding with regional responsibility 
for women cadets and the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. She served on the Illinois Division 
of Aeronautics Advisory Committee. As a 
pilot she also flew her husband on many of 
his campaign tours throughout the extensive 
congressional district. 

Edward Halsey Jenison was born July '1:7, 
1907, in Fond du Lac, Wis., the son of E. M. 
and Mary L. Jenison. 

Ed Jenison and Barbara Weinburgh met as 
students at the University of Wisconsin, and 
were married Sept. 14, 1929, making their 
home on Shaw Avenue from that time. 

He is survived by his wife, a son Edward H. 
"Ned" Jenison of Paris, three grandsons in­
cluding Edward Kevin Jenison of Paris, also 
associated with the management and edi­
torial operations of the Beacon-News; Dr. 
Jim Jenison of Evansville, Ind., and Stephen 
Jenison of Carmel, Ind.; and seven great­
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, his stepmother Mrs. Mary 
Jenison, who served as an officer of the pub­
lishing company until her death at the age of 
100; by two sisters and a brother, and an in­
fant daughter. 

He was a member of the Paris American 
Legion Post 211, the Edgar County Shrine 
Club, Ansar Temple and Danville Consistory, 
Paris Elks Lodge 812, and the Washington 
Press Club. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. T. 
JOEL BYARS 

HON. MAC COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, last 

month the American Optometric Association 
convened its 99th annual Congress in Port­
land, OR. I am pleased to report that during 
the Congress, Dr. T. Joel Byars of 
McDonough, GA, was sworn in as the asso­
ciation's 75th president. I would like to take a 
few moments to congratulate Dr. Byars on this 
achievement and to offer my best wishes to 
him for a successful term. 

Dr. Byars is a native of Griffin, GA, and is 
a graduate of the Southern College of Optom­
etry in Memphis, TN. During his career, Dr. 
Byars has built a record of achievement in his 
profession at the local, State, and national lev­
els, He is past president of the Georgia Opto­
metric Association, the Georgia State Board of 
Examiners in Optometry, and is former trustee 
of the Southern Council of Optometrists. He 
was elected to the board of trustees of the 
American Optometric Association in 1989 and 
has served as an officer for the past 4 years. 

The American Optometric Association is the 
professional society for our Nation's 31 ,000 
optometrists. In his role as president, Dr. 
Byars will guide the association as it deals 
with the challenges and opportunities of pro­
viding eye and vision care to millions of Ameri­
cans. 

In addition to his professional achievements, 
Dr. Byars has been active in civic affairs. He 

' has been a board member of the Dekalb 
Council on Aging and the North Central Geor­
' gia Health Systems Agency. Dr. Byars has 
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also been involved in the Stone Mountain Ro­
tary Club, and he has chaired the optometric 
division in the Dekalb Cancer Crusade and 
Heart Fund. 

Dr. Byars also served his Nation in the U.S. 
Army Medical Service Corps. 

Dr. T. Joel Byars has distinguished himself 
as an outstanding leader in his profession and 
in his community, and I am confident that he 
will have a successful term as president of the 
AOA. I join his many friends and colleagues in 
offering congratulations and best wishes. 

THE PRECISION AGRICULTURE RE­
SEARCH, EDUCATION, AND IN­
FORMATION DISSEMINATION ACT 
OF 1996 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation, with my good 
friend and colleague from Idaho [Mr. CRAPO] 
and other members of the House Agriculture 
Committee, a bill entitled "The Precision Agri­
culture Research, Education, and Information 
Dissemination Act of 1996." 

Mr. Speaker, there is a revolution happening 
in farm country which many Members of Con­
gress may not be aware of. This technological 
revolution taking place on farms across the 
Nation is already improving the environment, 
and changing the way our farmers and ranch­
ers produce food and fiber. I'm speaking of 
precision agriculture. 

Today is an exciting time to be in production 
agriculture. This bill will compliment our re­
cently passed farm bill and the new direction 
our Nations agricultural policy is taking. Farm­
ers will be able to profit from expanding world 
markets and our country will reap the rewards 
of this increased trade. Mr. Speaker, my farm­
ers are excited about what the 21st century 
holds for them. But it's vital that we help pro­
vide for research in areas like precision agri­
culture so that our farmers will continue to be 
the world's most efficient producers of food 
and fiber. 

WHAT IS PRECISION AGRICULTURE? 

Emerging technologies in production agri­
culture are changing and improving the way 
farmers product food and fiber in this country. 
New technologies such as global positioning 
satellites, digital field mapping, georeference 
information systems, grid soil sampling, vari­
able rate seeding and input applications, port­
able electronic pest scouting, on-the-go yield 
monitoring, and computerized field history and 
recordkeeping are just a few of the next gen­
eration of tools that make up precision agri­
culture. 

These technologies allow farmers to ad­
dress hundreds of variables in the field-like 
soil PH, nutrient levels, and crop yields-on a 
3- to 5-meter grid that used to cost far too 
much to calculate for each field. Today, these 
technologies can map these variables and 
data instantly as an applicator or combine 
drives across the field. In short, each farm 
field using precision technology becomes a re­
search plot. And in the down-months or winter 
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season, a farmer can use the data from the 
previous growing season and adjust dozens of 
important agronomic variables to maximize the 
efficient use of time, fuel, commercial inputs, 
water, seed rate, irrigation-the list goes on. 

These precision farming tools are helping 
farmers increase field productivity, improve 
input efficiency, protect the environment, maxi­
mize profitability, and create computerized 
field histories that may also help increase land 
values. Collectively, these and other emerging 
technologies are being used in a holistic, site­
specific systems approach called precision ag­
riculture. Progressive-minded farmers are al­
ready using these technologies. In a decade 
they may be as common on the farm as air­
conditioned tractor cabs and cellular phones. 

Of course, this is not the first technological 
advancement to revolutionize American agri­
culture. Farming has evolved from horsepower 
to mechanized power, from chemical tools in 
the 1950's to these new electronic tools in the 
1990's. American farmers in the next century 
will need these new technologies and all the 
other available tools at their disposal to com­
pete in tomorrow's global marketplace. Amer­
ican farmers will, without hesitation, step up to 
the challenge to feed and serve the growing 
number of consumers whose very lives de­
pend on our Nation's tremendous agricultural 
machine. 

PRECISION AGRICULTURE RESEARCH BILL 

This legislation my colleagues and I are in­
troducing today is critical to production agri­
culture, to feed the world's growing population 
and to protect local and global environments. 

This legislation will renew our commitment 
to further increase the amount of food and 
fiber which can safely be produced per acre of 
farmland-not as an end in itself, but as a way 
of minimizing the economic and environmental 
costs of meeting global food and fiber needs. 

This legislation emphasizes research and 
education efforts that promote the adoption of 
precision agriculture technologies, systems 
and electronic tools. These tools will enhance 
human health and environmental protection, 
and are designed to increase long term, site 
specific and whole farm production efficiency, 
productivity and profitability. 

This legislation was crafted in consultation 
with a broad array of interested parties that 
support the legislation and the philosophy be­
hind it. These groups include the Fertilizer In­
stitute, Lockheed Martin, Experiment Station 
and Extension Service Directors, the National 
Center for Resources Innovations, and the 
Open Geographic Information Systems Con­
sortium. 

But this legislation is written with the pro­
ducer in mind. One of the biggest problems 
with any new technology is the education 
process, and gathering the information to im­
plement the technology on their farms. One of 
my goals with this legislation is to assure that 
producers of all sizes are able to take advan­
tage of precision agriculture technologies. 

USDA RESEARCH REFORM 

The agriculture research process has con­
tinued • to reward investments in science and 
technology. Recent research breakthroughs in­
clude conservation tillage, hybrid rice, twinning 
in cattle, pest-resistant soybeans, precision 
farming, and biotechnology. These findings 
are providing new ways to increase agricul-
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tural production efficiency, productivity and 
profitability, control pests, increase our agricul­
tural exports, and feed the world's growing 
population. 

Members of the Committee on Agriculture 
have a very important question to consider in 
the near future: Is this country's traditional ag­
ricultural research system prepared for the 
challenges the next century will bring? Let's 
be honest-with budget constraints, overlap­
ping authorities and competition between 
ARS, extension and competitive grant recipi­
ents, we must very carefully address that 
question. 

I look forward to this legislation becoming 
part of the reforms and reauthorization of the 
research title of the farm bill. I'm a strong sup­
porter of our research and extension pro­
grams, and believe they must remain an im­
portant source of information for farmers and 
ranchers. Our precision agriculture research 
bill will help the research and extension com­
munities take American food and fiber produc­
ers into the next century. 

WORLD HUNGER AND ENVIRONMENTS 

Modem agriculture has demonstrated its 
unique value as mankind's most powerful 
weapon against human htmger. Since 1950, 
modem agriculture has helped triple the output 
of the world's best croplands, sharply reduce 
soil erosion per ton of food, forestall severe 
shortages of agricultural water, and preserve 
millions of square miles of wildlife habitat that 
would otherwise have been converted to food 
production. So modem agriculture has played 
and will continue to play an important role in 
environmental preservation. 

The world has virtually no other strategy as 
cost effective as modem agriculture for pro­
tecting human lives from famine, and wild­
lands from the expansion of low-yield, environ­
mentally hazardous farming systems. In short, 
politically correct agriculture will not feed the 
vast majority of the world's population. Or­
ganic farming and 1950's style so-called low 
input agriculture, will not feed the next cen­
tury's growing population. 

The overwhelming majority of American and 
world consumers are fed by conventional 
farmers and livestock producers. These farm­
ers employ the latest technologies to improve 
production efficiencies. At the same time, they 
strive for maximum crop yields and livestock 
production in the daily struggle to produce 
more food for more people with fewer natural 
and financial resources. Increased production 
and new products must be the hallmarks 
words of American agriculture in the 21st cen­
tury. 

We don't have to look far to understand that 
new technologies and advances in production 
agriculture will play a critical role in the next 
century-and that production agricultural re­
search will have to keep pace. The increasing 
human population throughout the world, as 
well as the rising wealth and improving diets 
of persons in developing countries, are driving 
a major surge in world food requirements. 

The United Nations estimates the world's 
population could climb from 5.6 billion people 
last year to more than 9.8 billion people by the 
year 2050. The planet's population is pro­
jected to grow by about 85 million people a 
year for two or three decades. Ninety percent 
of that will occur in the Third world, doubling 
demand for food there by the 2025. 
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High-yield agriculture has already proven to 

be an environmental success by increasing 
food production from the safest, most produc­
tive, most environmentally sound crop lands. 
The first and foremost issue of long-term agri­
cultural stainability is preventing the plow­
down of the world's remaining wildlands for 
low-yield production. High-yield modern con­
ventional agriculture is the most critical factor 
in preserving millions of square miles of 
wildlands from the plow. In contrast, low-yield 
organic farming on a global scale could cost 
between 20 and 30 million square miles of 
wildlife-not to mention millions of lives-by 
the year 2040. 

Local environments must also be protected. 
New precision technologies will further reduce 
soil erosion and water quality impairment by 
applying agricultural inputs in an efficient, pre­
cise and site-specific manner that will help re­
duce unwanted runoff and improve surface 
and ground water quality. 

States like Kentucky have been working to 
address water quality and other environmental 
concerns within the agricultural community. 
This legislation will help producers reach that 
next level of environmental protection. State 
efforts like Kentucky's water quality plan, 
along with funding and policies of the new 
farm bill and precision agriculture tech­
nologies, will help provide a safe and clean 
environment for many generations in the fu­
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that the propos­
als contained in this bill will be used by the 
Committee on Agriculture as we reform and 
reauthorize the research programs in the fu­
ture. 

HONORING ABRAHAM GRABOWSKY 

HON. ELIOT L ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am proud today 
to honor a constituent who has contributed so 
much to the United States, to Israel, indeed to 
freedom throughout the world through his ac­
tions. Abraham Grabowsky is celebrating his 
1 Oath birthday in New York, having come from 
Poland through Texas, Michigan to Palestine, 
where he served in the Allenby Brigade in 
World War I. He is the only survivor of that fa­
mous unit, which was formed to liberate Pal­
estine from the Turkish Empire. His recollec­
tion of Tel Aviv in that time was of a village of 
"two or three buildings'.' surrounded by desert. 

On his . return from Palestine, he worked 
throughout the western United States before 
he "decided I missed New York;" He settled in 
the city, married and raised a family. 1 He 
fought for Israel 30 years before it existed. I 
am proud to honor him and to have him as a 
neighbor and to wish him the very best on his 
1 OOth birthday. . ,. ' ' 
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ANOTHER MILESTONE FOR David DeBoer II in achieving the rank of Eagle 

OZALEE PAYNE AND ROSALEE Scout. 
GEE 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 5 
years ago I was proud to bring to the attention 
of my colleagues, the birthday of my aunts 
Ozalee Payne and Rosalee Gee. On Monday, 
July 15, 1996, they will celebrate their 80th 
birthday. 

The bond that keeps sisters close is a spe­
cial one. When the twins were born 8 decades 
ago in what is now Monticello, FL, their two 
older sisters, Laura and Sallie, took care of 
them while their mother recuperated. Laura 
took care of Rosie, while Sallie was in charge 
of Ozie. Until my Aunt Laura was moved to a 
nursing home a few years ago, all of the sis­
ters lived in their own apartments in the same 
building in Newark, NJ. They were always 
close enough to help each other and enjoy 
each other's company, yet distant enough to 
lead their separate lives and enjoy their own 
interests. · 

The protection and nurturing they showed 
each other extended to those of my genera­
tion. My mother, Norma Garrett Payne, died 
when my sister (Kathryn), my brother (Wil­
liam), and I were small children. As you can 
imagine, our mother's death was devastating 
to us. Our father's job prevented him from 
being with us as much as he felt he needed 
to be. To solve some of the problems, my 
brother and I went to live with Aunt Rosie and 
our late Uncle Richard while our sister lived 
with Aunt Sallie and our late Uncle William. 
We were eventually brought together-our 
grandparents, the late William and Ollie Payne 
Williams, bought a three-family house and the 
families moved together. It was during these 
times that our grandmother and aunts had the 
greatest impact on our value system. We had 
a Christian upbringing and were taught to take 
care of and respect each other. Our late fa­
ther, William E. Payne, was ever grateful for 
their help. When my wife, Hazel, died when 
our children were small, the cycle repeated 
itself. I had the help of my brother and sister 
and aunts in protecting, nurturing, and teach­
ing values to my son, Donald, Jr., and my 
daughter, Wanda. I am ever grateful to them. 

Mr. Speaker, a loving and supportive family 
is wonderful. This weekend our family is gath­
ering to celebrate the birthday of our aunts. As 
we count our blessings for still having them in 
our lives, I am sure my colleagues will want to 
join us as we say "Happy Birthday Aunt Ozie 
and Aunt Rosie". 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN DAVID DEBOER 
II 

HON. WIWAM 0. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS rn THE HOUSE OF REPitESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstandin(:} scout, John 

The Boy Scouts of America, Troop 3 pre­
sented John DeBoer with the Eagle Scout 
Award at the All Saints Episcopal Church in 
Western Springs, IL on Sunday, June 23, 
1996 in the presence of his fellow troop mem­
ber, his parents, family and friends. 

The Eagle Scout Award stands for honor 
which is the foundation of all character. It 
stands for loyalty and without loyalty, all char­
acter lacks direction. Finally, the award dis­
plays courage, which gives character force 
and strength. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate John and his 
parents for the many years of participation in 
the Scouting program. The Boy Scouts of 
America has proven to develop a solid founda­
tion for many of our youths, all over this fine 
country of the United States. 

MIDDLETOWN FIRE POLICE OF 
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK, CELE­
BRATE lOOTH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN · 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
pleasure to recognize the Middletown Fire Po­
lice of the city of Middletown, NY, on the occa­
sion of its 1 OOth anniversary. The Middletown 
Fire Police was organized on May 12, 1896. In 
their constitution, they bound themselves to 
uphold law and order and faithful performance. 

Throughout the past 1 00 years, the Middle­
town Fire Police has dutifully detected and 
prevented fires, assisted the fire department, 
aided the police department, and protected the 
safety of citizens. Through its service, the fire 
police makes possible the incredible work of 
the Middletown Fire Department. During fire 
emergencies, the members of the fire police 
are vested with all the duties that the fire chief 
sees fit. In addition, they are authorized to act 
as special officers of the police department 
whenever the mayor determines it necessary. 
As special officers, the fire policemen have all 
the powers and duties of police officers. In this 
capacity, they further help and protect the 
members of their community. 

The Middletown Fire Police has a long his­
tory of dedicated service to its community. By 
taking on diverse duties, it has provided the 
citizens of Middletown with greater safety. It 
has become an integral part of the Middletown 
community by providing these services. 

Mr. Speaker, 100 years after its inception, 
the Fire Police still dutifully upholds law and 
order and faithful performance. Along with our 
community, I am grateful for their service and 
steadfast dedication to the ideals set forth in 
its constitution a century ago. I am pleased to 
take this opportunity to honor the Middletown 
Fire Police for all that it has done for our com­
munity, and I commend all of the members for 
their hard work and commitment. 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

HANDICAPPED ADULTS ASSOCIA­
TION OF CO-OP CITY 

HON. ELIOT L ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

lli THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, handicapped peo­
ple are a significant part of our population and 
a group which deserves our support as they 
strive for independence. The Handicapped 
Adults Association of Co-op City in the Bronx 
is an organization of individuals which has 
done much to achieve that independence. 

HAA was organized in 1971 by individuals 
who saw the need to unite the fragmented, 
disabled adult population. They sought to 
make the changes necessary to improve life 
for the disabled everywhere. These valiant 
people worked for adequate public transpor­
tation, housing, and employment. Their work 
has borne fruit in the Urban Mass Transit Act, 
mandating accessible public transportation, 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act. I want 
to join all of my neighbors in Co-op City in 
congratulating HAA on its 25th anniversary 
and for its many accomplishments. 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
JOHN S. WATSON, SR. 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on 
June 29 while we were back in our districts for 
the Independence Day District Work Period, 
the State of New Jersey lost one of its cham­
pions, the Honorable John S. Watson, Sr. A 
man of many firsts, he chose to use his expe­
riences, talents, and resources to serve the 
public. 

Mr. Watson served six terms in the New 
Jersey General Assembly beginning in 1981. 
He served on the assembly housing and 
urban policy committee and the assembly ap­
propriations committee. His diligent work on 
the appropriations committee resulted in Mr. 
Watson being named assembly minority budg­
et officer. In 1992, he was appointed chair­
person of the assembly appropriations com­
mittee, making him the first African-American 
legislator to hold such a position. 

His tenure in the assembly afforded him the 
opportunity to author numerous appropriations 
committee resolutions funding programs in 
housing, arts, health, education and human 
services. He sponsored legislation establishing 
a set-aside program for the acquisition of Afri­
can-American art-the first in the Nation's his­
tory. He also sponsored legislation creating 
the New Jersey Pre-College Program for High 
School Students and the Minority Opportunity 
Skills Training [MOST] Program. He was also 
responsible for . the legislation which perma­
nently established the State's Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Con;imemorativ~ Commission. 

Prior to his service in the general assembly, 
Mr. Watson served ten years on the Mercer 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders. I had 
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the privilege of meeting him when I served on 
the Essex County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders from 1972 to 1978. Mr. Watson 
was first appointed to the Board in 1970, 
where he became the first African-American to 
be elected freeholder in the history of Mercer 
County. He went on to become the first Afri­
can-American to serve as president of any 
Freeholder Board in the State of New Jersey. 
He became an active member and leader of 
the New Jersey Association of Counties and 
the National Association of Counties. 

In 1992, Mr. Watson used his knowledge of 
the State, its leaders and his coalition-building 
skills to create the New Jersey African-Amer­
ican Political Alliance. I am honored to serve 
as chairman of the alliance which is a state­
wide coalition of political and other leaders 
that works to influence decisions that affect 
our communities and secure equity in the po­
litical arena. Mr. Watson served the organiza­
tion with distinction as a vice chairman and 
was an integral part of many of our suc­
cesses. 

He not only served the people of New Jer­
sey through his legislative work but he was 
active in many civic organizations including 
the Trenton Branch NAACP, Junior Achieve­
ment, New Jersey Juvenile Delinquency Com­
mission, Trenton State College Equal Oppor­
tunity Fund [EOF] Community Advisory Board, 
and the Delaware-Raritan Canal Commission. 

Mr. Watson's work and accomplishments 
have not gone unnoticed. He holds an honor­
ary doctorate of laws degree from Richard 
Stockton State College, Pomona, NJ. The Edi­
son State College Institute for Public Policy in 
Trenton, NJ, was renamed the John S. Wat­
son, Sr., Institute for Public Policy. The newly 
constructed community center of the Patton J. 
Hill School in Trenton, NJ, was named in 
honor of Mr. Watson. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues will 
want to join me as I pay tribute to a man of 
conviction, commitment and achievement, and 
offer my condolences to his four children, 
eight grandchildren, and two great-grand­
children. 

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS OF FOR­
EIGN WARS, PALOS PARK MEMO­
RIAL POST 4861 

HON. WIWAM 0. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the VFW Palos Park Memorial Post 
4861 on the occasion of their Remembrance 
Day. I was able to attend this moving cere­
mony which was filled with tributes of those 
who have bravely fought the overseas battles 
of this country and pledged themselves to de­
fend human rights in time of peace and war. 
It was an honor for me to speak in front of 
these great crusaders. 

The members of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars embody the highest ideals held to man, 
courage, constancy, and service. The Cross of 
Malta, the official emblem of the VFW, was 
selected as their emblem because it was the 
emblem of men who fought to free the op-
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pressed. Additionally, these men have made a 
committment to administer to the sick and 
needy. For the men of the VFW, the Cross of 
Malta continues to symbolize the pledge of the 
original crusaders who pledged to defend 
human rights in time of peace and war. The 
VFW continues to honor the pledge of the 
original crusaders in all that they accomplish. 
Today, the VFW fulfills their vows of honor by 
giving aid to worthy comrades, offering a help­
ing hand to widows and orphans and defends 
the right to life, liberty, and happiness. The ad­
mirable qualities that the VFW members em­
body are truly worthy of recognition. 

I would like to pay special tribute to the offi­
cers for 1995-96, Gerald E. Brown, post com­
mander; Jack Westberg, past commander; 
Robert E. Elli, Sr. vice commander; Leon H. 
Tursky Jr. vice commander; Ted Karamanski, 
adjutant; Art Mitchell, quartermaster; Ernest 
Graul, chaplain; Peter Pragit, officer of the 
day; John A. Barun, service officer; and the 
trustees, Michael J. McMahon, Arthur Koren, 
and Walter Fieroh. Additionally I would like to 
pay tribute to the speakers of this event, Norm 
Busch, Congressman HARRIS FAWELL, Patrick 
O'Malley, Jack O'Connor, and the Honorable 
Donald H. Jeanes, the Mayor of the Village of 
Palos Park. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, Palos Park 
Memorial Post 4861 on their Remembrance 
Day ceremony and wish them continued suc­
cess in all their endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING BRIG. GEN. PAUL D. 
MONROE, JR. FOR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding achievement of 
Brig. Gen. Paul D. Monroe, Jr. of the Califor­
nia National Guard. General Monroe is the as­
sistant adjutant general of the California Na­
tional Guard's Plans and Mobilization Office 
and has demonstrated excellence in both his 
military and community work. 

General Monroe began his military career in 
1957 upon enlistment into the U.S. Army. He 
was released from active duty in August 1960 
and enlisted in the California Army National 
Guard in 1961. While serving in the National 
Guard, General Monroe has held the posts of 
second lieutenant, signal company com­
mander, signal platoon leader, signal battalion 
staff officer, and assistant operations officer. 
He has also held battalion staff assignments in 
the brigades support battalion. He was ap­
pointed to his current assignment as the as­
sistant adjutant general for plans and mobiliza­
tion in 1994 and was promoted to his current 
rank as Brigadier general in 1995. 

General Monroe's military service has 
earned him numerous distinctions. Among his 
decorations and awards are the Army Meritori­
ous Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, 
Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Army Reserve Component 
Achievement Medal, Armed Forces Reserve 
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Medal; California State Medal of Merit, and the 
California Service Medal. 

In addition to being a highly decorated mili­
tary officer, General Monroe has also been an 
active and valued member of his community. 
He has chaired the bay area chapter of the 
March of Dimes and has also volunteered his 
time with the Easter Seal Foundation, Boy 
Scouts of America, National Guard Associa­
tion of the United States, U.S. Army War Col­
lege Alumni Association, American Business 
Association, and the Association of Public Ad­
ministrators. 

General Monroe has done an outstapding 
job of serving our country and local commu­
nity. His efforts are praiseworthy and he 
should be commended for all his community 
and military achievements. 

THE CATTLE INDUSTRY 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1996 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in introducing a vital piece 
of legislation designed to restore competition 
and fairness to our Nation's livestock produc­
ers. The Cattle Industry Improvement Act of 
1996 represents the results of suggestions 
from farmers and ranchers from across the 
country and especially North Dakota. This bill 
consolidates the efforts that have been under­
way to address the livestock market conditions 
that have cattle producers receiving the lowest 
price for their livestock since the Great De­
pression. In North Dakota, farm income levels 
have dropped over 20 percent over the past 
year, mostly due to drops in livestock prices. 
Congress must act now to preserve a way of 
life that has been a backbone of this Nation 
since its beginning. 

First and foremost, this bill seeks to lift the 
cloak of darkness that surrounds so much of 
the beef industry today by limiting noncompeti­
tive captive supply arrangements and mandat­
ing price reporting for cattle sold in the United 
States. Supply and demand in the free market 
cannot work if the prices for the majority of 
cattle slaughtered in this country are never re­
ported. Information is power and our ranchers 
should have access to the same price infor­
mation as the giant packers. This bill would 
give the Secretary of Agriculture explicit au­
thority to require price reporting on all cattle 
transactions. 

Another provision of this bill would require 
the Secretary of Agriculture to develop a label­
ing program to let consumers know the origin 
of the beef they purchase at the meat counter. 
This bill would require beef of American origin 
to be labeled as such. Consumers can go to 
the· store and know where their shoes, shirts, 
and toys come from but not their beef. Amer­
ican consumers want to help their rancher 
neighbors but right now consumers have no 
idea if their meat comes from Dickinson, Can­
ada or Mexico. 

This bill also directs the Secretary to make 
funds available from the fund for rural America 
to new value-added cooperatives designed to 
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help producers access new markets. These 
cooperatives are examples of a new pioneer 
spirit taking root across the Nation to produce 
high-quality beef products and carve out high­
value niche markets. This bill would give them 
a financial boost to make these ventures a re­
ality. 

The most important aspect of this bill is that 
it represents a bipartisan effort to help out the 
Nations struggling livestock producers. The bill 
enjoys support from across the political spec­
trum. This is the right thing to do and the time 
to do it is now before one more rancher is 
forced to liquidate his or her herd. I urge my 
colleagues to support passage of this vital 
piece of legislation. 

FRED WILSON IS HONORED 

HON. ROSA L DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on July 16, 
1996, Fred Wilson, Jr., a former civil rights ad­
vocate and alderman for the city of New 
Haven, will be honored with a testimonial din­
ner. It is my great pleasure to rise today to sa­
lute Fred Wilson, Jr. 

Fred moved to New Haven from Greenville, 
NC, in 1950. Upon his arrival, he became in­
volved in the local civil rights movement, lead­
ing marches, and fighting to improve the qual­
ity of life of New Haven African-Americans. 
This concern for the African-American commu­
nity in New Haven led to his involvement in 
local politics. 

His political career began in 1969 when he 
was elected to the New Haven Board of Alder­
men representing Newhallville's 20th ward. He 
served for three 2-year terms, in many legisla­
tive leadership committee positions and was 
the board of aldermen's first president pro 
tempore. He was later elected to serve as a 
representative of the State democratic party to 
the State Central Committee where he served 
for 8 years. Finally, he served on the New 
Haven Democratic Town Committee as co­
chairman of the 19th ward for 6 years. He was 
elected vice chairman of the Democratic Com­
mittee and served under Town Chairman Ar­
thur T. Barbieri. 

In conjunction . with his political service, Fred 
has been deeply committed to the people of 
New Haven. He helped create the Newhallville 
Neighborhood Corporation which organized 
afterschool programs for area children. This is 
only one example of the way Fred has en­
gaged himself in the process of improving the 
quality of life for New Haven and Newhallville 
residents. He has always focused on how re­
development and city improvement projects 
would work for the residents. 

I am very pleased to join Fred's friends, 
former colleagues, and family as they honor 
his lifetime of service to the city and people of 
New Haven. 
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TRIBUTE TO BRIG. GEN. PAUL D. 

MONROE, JR. 

HON. RONALD V. DEILUMS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

recognize Brig. Gen. Paul D. Monroe, Jr., on 
the occasion of his retirement from the Califor­
nia National Guard following 38 years of dis­
tinguished patriotic service. 

General Monroe's military career began in 
1957, when he enlisted in the U.S. Army. He 
was released from active duty in August 1960, 
and enlisted in the California Army National 
Guard in January 1961. He was accepted to 
the Infantry Officer Candidate School in Feb­
ruary 1962, and was commissioned a 2d lieu­
tenant on May 1 , 1962. 

In the 31/2 decades since, General Monroe 
served the. California National Guard in a vari­
ety of roles. His rise through the ranks of the 
California National Guard included several 
staff assignments with the office of the adju­
tant general. He was appointed to his current 
assignment as the assistant adjutant general 
for plans and mobilization in 1994, and was 
promoted to his current rank of brigadier gen­
eral on July 28, 1995. 

General Monroe has been liberally deco­
rated for his military service. He has been 
awarded the Army Meritorious Service Medal 
with two oak leaf clusters, the Army Coffi.. 
mendation Medal with oak leaf cluster, the 
Army Good Conduct Medal, the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, the California State Medal of 
Merit, and the California Service Medal. 

General Monroe has been equally active 
within the community. This includes work with 
the Bay Area Chapter of the March of Dimes, 
the Easter Seal Foundation, the Boy Scouts of 
America, the U.S. Army War College Alumni 
Association, and the University of San Fran­
cisco Alumni Association. 

General Monroe has served the California 
National Guard with great distinction and has 
earned our respect and gratitude for his many 
contributions to our Nation's defense. I join 
with his colleagues in bidding General Monroe 
a fond farewell and wish him the very best as 
he moves into the next phase of his life's work 
and enjoyment. 

A lifelong resident of Berkeley, CA, Brig. 
Gen. Paul D. Monroe, Jr., provides a shining 
example to the Ninth District and to the Nation 
of service to colleagues, to community, and to 
country. 

QUINCENTENNIAL OF CORPS OF 
SURVEYORS OF PUERTO RICO 

HON. CARLOS A. ROMERO-BARCELO 
OF PUERTO RICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO. Mr. Speaker, in 

1996, the Institute of Surveyors from the Col­
lege of Engineers and Surveyors of Puerto 
Rico [CIAPR] and the Puerto Rican Associa­
tion of Surveyors will celebrate the 150th anni­
versary of the enactment of the law which cre­
ated the Corps of Puerto Rican Surveyors. On 
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January 1, 1846, Mr. Rafael Aristegui, Count 
of Marisol and Governor of Puerto Rico, 
signed this historic law which was one of the 
first laws that regulated land development in 
Puerto Rico and which also established the 
professional responsibilities of surveyors in 
Puerto Rico. Since that time, Puerto Rican 
surveyors have played a significant role in the 
development of the Island. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Congressional Rep­
resentative of Puerto Rico, it is my pleasure to 
pay tribute to all Puerto Rican surveyors who 
have helped define the land development of 
the island, as well as build their profession 
into a widely recognized one with a solid rep­
utation. I extend my thanks and appreciation 
and congratulate those surveyors who today 
continue in the tradition of their ancestors. Mr. 
Speaker, I know that you and all our col­
leagues join me in wishing all surveyors in 
Puerto Rico continued success in the years 
ahead. 

INTRODUCING THE WORKPLACE 
F AID.NESS ACT OF 1996 

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 
Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ­
ment Act, and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act prohibit discrimination in employment be­
cause of race, color, religion, sex, national ori­
gin, age, and disability. I believe that we must 
begin to explore ways to look beyond the tra­
ditional model of combatting discrimination, 
which is currently accomplished by protecting 
a class or category of people. Instead, we 
must begin to pass laws which protect the in­
dividual from discrimination. A person's sin­
gular worth and merit should be the yardstick 
we measure by, rather than a person's behav­
ior or characteristics which attach them to a 
group. If we predicate discrimination law on 
distinctions between groups or categories, we 
negate the original intention of protecting 
against discrimination itself. 

Therefore, I am introducing the Workplace 
Fairness Act of 1996, which will effectively 
prohibit discrimination on any basis other than 
an employee's individual merit. Instead of con­
tinuing a piecemeal approach to discrimination 
law by adding special categories to those now 
protected under title VI I of the Civil Rights Act, 
my legislation ensures that the only factors 
which employers may consider are those per­
taining to job performance. While this may be 
considered a radical approach to employment 
law, it is only fair that all employees are duly 
protected under the law, and not subject to 
being fired for arbitrary reasons. Without a leg­
islative remedy such as this, Congress is 
going to be faced with the dilemma of adding 
special categories to those already protected 
under title VII of the Civil Rights Act, every 
time it is believed that a certain' class is being 
unjustly treated. This is no laµghing matter, 
Mr. Speaker, but will left-handed 'people b 
added to the list next? What about red-headed 
people? Under current law, such cases could 
indeed be made. Let us consider the logical 
evolution and consequence of this approach. 
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Specifically, the Workplace Fairness Act 
prohibits discrimination in a blanket fashion, 
rather than establishing newly protected class­
es in addition to those which already exist. It 
does so by establishing that employers shall 
not subject any employee to different stand­
ards or treatment in connection with employ­
ment or employment opportunities on any 
basis other than that of factors pertaining to 
job performance. My legislation defines factors 
pertaining to job performance, which include 
employment history, ability and willingness to 
comply with performance requirements-in­
cluding attendance and procedures-of the job 
in question, educational background, drug and 
alcohol use which may adversely affect job 
performance, criminal records, and conflicts of 
interest. 

The Workplace Fairness Act establishes 
that merit is the sole criterion for consideration 
in job applications or interviews, hiring deci­
sions, advancement, compensation, job train­
ing, or any other term, condition or privilege of 
employment. Additionally, those currently pro­
tected under title VII of the Civil Rights Act will 
still be able to seek redress upon enactment 
of the Workplace Fairness Act, as my legisla­
tion avails existing title VII remedies to any in­
dividual discriminated against under my bill. 
My legislation also exempts religious organiza­
tions, prohibits the establishment of quotas on 
any basis other than factors pertaining to job 
performance, and specifically does not invali­
date or limit the rights, remedies or proce­
dures available under any other existing Fed­
eral, State, or local law to persons claiming 
discrimination. 

Under the Workplace Fairness Act, employ­
ers and employees will still be allowed to enter 
into an alternate dispute resolution agreed 
upon before the term of employment begins, 
just as under current law. Further, the existing 
Federal statute in rule 11 of the Federal Rule 
of Civil Procedure states that if a frivolous law­
suit is filed by the plaintiff, the employee or 
prospective employee, than the court may rule 
that the plaintiff may pay the legal expenses of 
the defendant-the employer. Additionally, rule 
68 of the Federal Rule of Civil Procedure is 
enforced in civil rights cases such as those 
that would be brought about under the Work­
place Fairness Act. Rule 68 states that the fee 
burden can be shifted from the employer to 
the employee, if the employee files a frivolous 
claim, or if the employer is found to not be at 
fault. 

While my legislation will clarify once and for 
all the civil rights of all Americans, it still gives 
employers adequate flexibility in determining 
who they wish to hire, and ensures that they 
provide just cause for termination that is unre­
lated to job performance. Discrimination law 
should mirror the goal which it is intended to 
embody. Our laws should reflect a standard 
governed by individual merit, not by an individ­
ual's relation to a defined group. The image of 
a discrimination-free society is undermined by 
a. soqiety . whos~ laws su~rcede !he value of 
tho$e they ~re intended to protect:. the individ­
ual. I urg~ my cplleagues to cosponsor my 
legislation, and build upon our past successes 
by creating a new model to combat discrimina­
tion in America. 

July 11, 1996 
HONORING WILLIAM GRAHAM 

HON. ELIOT L ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, William Graham 
has been helping others since his days in the 
U.S. Army when he served as chief social 
work specialist in Fort Dix. After leaving the 
Army he continued in social work in New York 
City where he is currently supervisor of intake 
for non-secure detention for the Department of 
Juvenile Justice. 

In his community he is president of the 
Bronx-Westchester Livingstone College Alumni 
Association, treasurer of the trustees board 
and member of the Board of Stewards of the 
Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, treasurer fo the Runyon Heights 
Men's Club Church and a member of the Na­
tional Association for the Advancement of Col­
ored People. He has been a celebrity chef for 
the YWCA for 9 concecutive years contributing 
greatly to the success of that program. He and 
his wife have a daughter. He has truly earned 
the title "Man of the Year'' from the YMCA. 

CONGRATULATIONS RICHARD GEE 
ON INDUCTION INTO THE NEW­
ARK ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it 
gives me great pride to inform my colleagues 
of the induction of my cousin, Richard Gee, 
into the ninth annual Newark Athletic Hall of 
Fame. I am especially proud of Rick's swim­
ming prowess because he was taught by his 
mother, my Aunt Rosie. Rick was great high 
school varsity basketball material, however, he 
chose swimming as his competitive sport. 

During Rick's high school career he was an 
outstanding freestyle swimmer. After his grad­
uation from Newark's Central High School in 
1952, Rick attended Howard University on a 
swimming scholarship. 

He was cocaptain of the Howard University 
swim team in his sophomore, junior, and sen­
ior years. He won 12 Central Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association [CIAA] championships. 
Rick also won the Outstanding Individual 
Swimming Award in 1954, 1955, and 1956. In 
his senior year, Rick was named the winner of 
the White Blazer Award, Howard's highest ath­
letic award. 

After graduation from college, Rick joined 
the U.S. Army where he continued his swim­
ming career. In 1958, he won three freestyle 
championships for the Army. 

Rick has been a member of the U.S. Master 
Swimming Association since 1985. He is listed 
as one of the U.S. Masters top swimmers in 
three individual events in 1986. He was also 
a· member of two national relay teams and 
won individual events in 1987 and 1988. 

Rick's induction into the Newark Athletic 
Hall of Fame places him among such greats 
as Leon Day, Larry Hazzard, Marvin Hagler, 
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Monte Irvin, Rick Cerone, Ray Dandridge, Al 
Attles, Allie Stolz, and Moe Berg. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues will 
want to join me as I offer my congratulations 
and best wishes to Richard Gee. 

DAVID 
SHINKE, 
LENGE 
ORED 

ELLIOTT, SHANNON 
HAW AI! YOUTH CHAL­

CORP MEMBERS HON-

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 1996 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor two outstanding members of 
the Hawaii Youth Challenge Program, corp 
members David Elliott and Shannon Shinke. In 
their winning entries of the "Do the Write 
Thing" essay contest, David and Shannon an­
swered the question "What can I do about the 
violence in my life?" They addressed a com­
plex issue with eloquence and fresh insight. In 
"Time to Make a Change," David Elliott urges 
action and education to combat apathy and vi­
olence. "Family vs. Violence" by Shannon 
Shinke explores the problem of youth gangs 
and encourages strength in the family unit. I 
join with the Hawaii Youth Challenge Program 
to commend corp members David Elliott and 
Shannon Shinke for their accomplishment. 
Their essays are as follows: 

TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE 

(By David Elliot) 
As I was growing up I moved around a lot. 

I lived in many types of neighborhoods. I was 
influenced greatly by violence. I remember 
seeing fear in the eyes of those who had been 
abused and violated. I remember seeing my 
own family devastated by violence. During 
my early teens I saw the murder of my best 
friend. It was a stray bullet from a gang dis­
pute. I sat there with my friend in my arms, 
I didn't know what to do. One minute we 
were joking and laughing; the next, he was 
gone. 

I will never forget it. Every time I think 
about it I get disgusted. To think, that a 
death of an innocent person was caused by 
anothers violence. What is violence? The 
American Heritage Dictionary states, "Phys­
ical force exerted for the purpose of violat­
ing, damaging, or abusing". To me violence 
means ignorance, it means you don't know 
how to deal with problems. Who shall we 
blame it on? No one but ourselves. No one 
else, not poverty, not our environment, not 
influences, not pressures are to be blamed. I 
have learned throughout my life that vio­
lence affects everyone and it needs to be re­
solved. 
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Unfortunately violence is growing. On TV 

it is glorified; on the streets it's magnified. 
So what can we do? We cannot sit down and 
pretend it will go away or ignore it. We as a 
community must organize together to fight 
for unity as the key. And we cannot ignore 
the fact that apathy is the reason it contin­
ues to grow. If people would learn to care 
enough to make the effort, to do what's 
right, we can bring about change. That effort 
comes from a desire in our hearts. 

For my life I have decided to obtain that 
desire, to make that effort, so that I may 
feel the satisfaction of seeing a persons eyes 
change from fear to happiness, to know that 
we have been freed from the chains of vio­
lence. 

I will first put on the helmet of knowledge 
and educate my mind, so that my mind 
wouldn't be deceived or battered by igno­
rance. I will then be well aware, and have 
full understanding. With this tool, I will 
learn positive non-violent ways of dealing 
with conflicts. Then I will put on the breast 
plate of courage; to do what's right, and pro­
tect my heart from fear. I will also carry the 
shield of caring, this will keep me protected 
from the arrows of dispassion. Then, finally 
I would arm my self with the sword of edu­
cation, this is what I will use to fight 
against our enemy, violence, and win. 

With this armor we must fight for the re­
lease of these chains of apathy. Most impor­
tantly we must fight for our young genera­
tion, for our future. We must fight to keep 
their minds and hearts lighted by knowledge, 
and not deceived by the darkness of igno­
rance. 

I would help communities come together 
and learn how to raise their young by living 
as good example. Learning that conflicts are 
never settled, or solved, but worsened with 
violence. 

We as a universal family no matter what 
race, creed, or experiences, need to realize 
that violence will destroy us all, and realize 
that it needs to be conquered. We need to 
fight against the false glory that TV por­
trays violence to be. We need to fight against 
letting our children be influenced by the neg­
ative dispassion of this society and our poor 
examples as leaders and followers in our 
community. And most of all, let us fight 
against the apathy which kills because it 
does not care. And lets stand up, get up, fess 
up, never give up, let up, or lose hope for a 
better tomorrow. Let us fight, fight to care, 
fight for what's right, for today and the 
many tomorrow's to come. 

FAMILY VS. VIOLENCE 

(By Shannon Shinke) 
At home one night 
My mother suddenly dropped by 
She looked at me and my father 
And she started to cry 
Then she told my father 
Your son is now dead 
All feelings of panic 

Just rushed to our heads 
How could this happen 
He was just here today 
But after he went out 
Gangster games he went to play 
She said he was in a lot of trouble 
He was fighting in a big gang fight 
They were all out to kill 
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And the quickness of a bullet got him to-
night 

He had to be down 
He had to prove he was hard-core 
He just didn't realize 
What he was living for 
I always told him 
Be careful of what you do 
If you mess with the wrong people 
Someday it'll catch up to you 
He didn't take me seriously 
He just wanted to play 
Never a thought of dying 
But he's dead today 
I wish I could turn back time 
And put some words in his head 
If he wasn't in the gang 
Right now he wouldn't be dead 
At his funeral 
I prayed to God in my head 
I wished he was still alive 
"But it's too late", God said 
Dear Lord please bless my mom and dad 
Who have broken hearts full of pain 
Please help them to be strong 
Because they are going insane 
They lost their little child 
From the wild life he desired 
All this gang life now days 
Everyone's playing with gunfire***. 

Today gangs are a big part of our everyday 
lives. When kids have problems at home, 
they tend to turn to gangs which become 
their families. Some gangs, when they fight 
with their rival gangs, tend to be trigger 
happy. Life is so precious, but they just don't 
realize that. So many of today's youth are in 
gangs and not realizing how much trouble 
they are getting into and how much they are 
hurting their loved ones. They don't take 
death seriously until they are in that situa­
tion. Then they start to think that they 
don't want to die. They can go out and shoot 
and stab others, but they think that they 're 
too good or too fast for it to all come back 
to them. 

I think if parents were around more and 
spent more time with their children, this 
world would be less corrupted. Most kids in 
gangs have little or no relationship with 
their parents. From early childhood, parents 
need to raise their children in a positive en­
vironment. Some parents are hooked onto 
drugs and alcohol and they abuse their chil­
dren. Their children adopt that type of life­
style. Some parents can't handle the respon­
sibilities of being a parent and they leave 
their children to grow up on their own. To 
stop violence, children need good role mod­
els. 

'I 
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