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1. For adjournment generally, see Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 40 and Precedents 
(Wickham) Ch. 40. 

2. See Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.1. 
3. For recesses generally, see Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 39 and Precedents (Wickham) Ch. 

39. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. [William] THOMAS [of California]). Pursuant to the 
provisions of section 108 and title I of House Resolution 6, it is now in order to consider 
H.R. 1, the Congressional Accountability Act. . . . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. [Vernon] EHLERS [of Michigan]). Pursuant to section 
108 of House Resolution 6, the previous question is ordered. 

The question is on the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time and was read the third 

time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the passage of the bill. 
The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced that the ayes ap-

peared to have it. 
Mr. [Christopher H.] SHAYS [of Connecticut]. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 

and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 429, nays 0, not voting 

5, as follows: 

[Roll No. 15] . . . 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

C. Other Assembly and Convening Issues 

§ 9. Hour of Meeting 

Congress makes a distinction between regular calendar days and legisla-
tive days. Legislative days do not necessarily correspond to calendar days. 
A legislative day begins when the House convenes at the previously–deter-
mined time and the Chair calls the House to order. The legislative day ends 
when the House adjourns (most often by motion from the floor).(1) Such ad-
journment may take place on a different calendar day—for example, if the 
House were to adjourn after midnight on the day it convenes.(2) Thus, a sin-
gle legislative day may span two or more calendar days. A mere recess of 
the House does not end the legislative day,(3) and the House has used recess 
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4. See Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 39 § 2.21. 
5. Parliamentarian’s Note: Of course, any time the House adjourns after midnight to meet 

at the regularly scheduled time later that morning, it is technically adjourning from 
one calendar day to meet on the same calendar day. But this does not create two legis-
lative days within one calendar day because each meeting would begin on a different 
calendar day. 

6. See § 9.1, infra. 
7. See 5 Hinds’ Precedents §§ 6673, 6674. Further, the Constitution provides that Sundays 

do not count for veto purposes. See U.S. Const. art. I, § 7; House Rules and Manual 
§ 111 (2017). 

8. See, e.g., 109 CONG. REC. 24634, 87th Cong. 1st Sess. (Dec. 14, 1963). 
9. See, e.g., 156 CONG. REC. 4025, 111th Cong. 2d Sess. (Mar. 20, 2010). 

10. House Rules and Manual § 913 (2017). 
11. See § 9.5, infra. 
12. 5 U.S.C. § 6103. 
13. Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.6. 

authority to continue a single legislative day across a number of calendar 
days.(4) 

When the House adjourns, it most often adjourns to meet on the next cal-
endar day.(5) However, there have been instances where the House ad-
journed to meet on the same calendar day—perhaps just a few hours after 
the adjournment (often in the context of an order of the House to change 
the convening time of the next legislative day). This effectively creates two 
legislative days within a single calendar day.(6) The House has employed 
this method of convening usually to satisfy layover periods for the consider-
ation of certain matters. 

By long custom, Sundays are considered ‘‘dies non’’ and not treated as 
regular calendar days for purposes of convening or adjournment. For exam-
ple, Sundays are not counted when evaluating the constitutional require-
ment that neither House may adjourn for more than three days without the 
consent of the other House (allowing, for instance, an adjournment from Fri-
day to Tuesday).(7) If the House were in session on a Saturday, and a mo-
tion to adjourn agreed to, the House would next meet on Monday (assuming 
no other adjournment authorities were applicable).(8) To conduct a session 
of the House on a Sunday, the House would need to formally authorize that 
Sunday meeting (by unanimous consent,(9) simple resolution, or privileged 
motion under clause 4 of rule XVI).(10) It is not common for the House to 
meet on a Saturday, but if a motion to adjourn over a weekend (for example, 
from Friday to Monday) is rejected, the adoption of a simple motion to ad-
journ on a Friday would cause the House to meet for a Saturday session.(11) 
Legal public holidays, as defined in law,(12) are regular meeting days for 
Congress unless Congress provides otherwise.(13) 
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14. See § 9.2, infra. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.10. 
15. See § 9.3, infra. 
16. See § 9.6, infra. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 §§ 3.3, 3.12. 
17. See § 9.7, infra. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.11. 
18. Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.13. 
19. Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3.14. 
20. See § 9.2, infra. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 3. 
21. See § 9.4, infra. 
22. For more on non–legislative debate, see Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 29 § 73 and Prece-

dents (Wickham) Ch. 29. 
23. 158 CONG. REC. 15526, 15527, 112th Cong. 2d Sess. (Nov. 27, 2012). 

On opening day of a new session of Congress, the House will adopt a reso-
lution setting the daily hour of meeting.(14) This resolution specifies the de-
fault times at which the House will meet on each calendar day. The House 
may change this schedule at any point, either altering the default convening 
times by agreeing to a new resolution (or amending the existing resolu-
tion)(15) or changing the next day’s convening time on an ad hoc basis (most 
often by unanimous consent(16) or privileged motion).(17) A change to the 
next day’s convening time may be vacated by unanimous consent.(18) The 
Committee of the Whole does not entertain requests to change the time for 
the next day’s convening.(19) The resolution setting the daily hour of meeting 
is applicable to one session of Congress only, and a new resolution is re-
quired for each session.(20) When the House is recalled from an adjourn-
ment, absent other applicable adjournment authorities that may have been 
provided, the House would meet at the time established in the order pro-
viding for the daily hour of meeting.(21) 

Beginning in the 103d Congress, the House has provided for so–called 
‘‘morning–hour debate,’’ in which the House would convene earlier than the 
regular convening time in order to allow Members to engage in non–legisla-
tive debate (similar to special–order speeches permitted after legislative 
business has been completed for the day).(22) On days when morning–hour 
debate is authorized, the House convenes at the prescribed earlier convening 
time, and the Chair recognizes Members who wish to deliver speeches at 
that time. Morning–hour debate continues until ten minutes before the time 
of regular convening (or sooner if no further Members wish to be recog-
nized), and the Chair declares a recess until the resumption of regular legis-
lative business. 

When the time of convening is changed by unanimous consent, the provi-
sions of the House order establishing morning–hour debate cease to apply. 
If the unanimous–consent request to alter the convening time does not 
specify a convening time for morning–hour debate,(23) or explicitly states 
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24. 159 CONG. REC. H1316 [Daily Ed.], 113th Cong. 1st Sess. (Mar. 6, 2013). 
25. 158 CONG. REC. 5425, 112th Cong. 2d Sess. (Apr. 24, 2012). 
26. House Rules and Manual § 911 (2017). 
27. 133 CONG. REC. 29933, 29935, 100th Cong. 1st Sess. See Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 40 

§ 9.3. 

that the order for morning–hour debate shall not apply,(24) then the House 
will simply convene for regular legislative business at the time designated 
in the request. The request may, however, specify that morning–hour debate 
will take place—either at the time established by the original morning–hour 
order, or a different time.(25) 

Two Legislative Days in One Calendar Day 

§ 9.1 A motion under clause 4 of rule XVI(26) that when the House 
adjourns it stand adjourned to a day and time certain may provide 
that when the House adjourn it stand adjourned to a time certain 
later on the same calendar day, in which case the House will con-
duct two legislative days on a single calendar day. 
On October 29, 1987,(27) the House convened for two legislative days on 

one calendar day as follows: 

MOTION TO ADJOURN UNTIL 3:15 P.M. TODAY

Mr. [Thomas] FOLEY [of Washington]. Mr. Speaker, I move, pursuant to clause 4 of 
rule XVI, that when the House adjourns today it adjourn to meet at 3:15 p.m. today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. [Harold Lee] VOLKMER [of Missouri]). The question 
is on the motion offered by the gentleman from Washington [Mr. FOLEY]. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. [Chester Trent] LOTT [of Mississippi]. Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present and make the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evidently a quorum is not present. 
The Sergeant at Arms will notify absent Members. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 243, nays 166, not vot-

ing 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 386] . . . 

f 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VOLKMER). The question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Washington [Mr. FOLEY]. 
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28. James Wright (TX). 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. [Robert Smith] WALKER [of Pennsylvania]. Mr. Speaker, on that, I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device and there were—yeas 236, nays 171, not vot-

ing 27, as follows: 

[Roll No. 387] . . . 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 15 minutes p.m.), under its previous order, the House 

adjourned until today, Thursday, October 29, 1987, at 3:15 p.m. . . . 

f 

SECOND LEGISLATIVE DAY

The House met at 3:15 p.m. 
The Chaplain, Rev. James David Ford, D.D., offered the following prayer: 
Remind us each day, O God, that the greatest gift that any of us might possess is 

the attitude of thanksgiving. From the rising of the Sun until the going down of the 
same, at all the times of life, may we treasure every moment to express praise and joy 
for all the wonderful gifts of life–the gifts of freedom and renewal, the gifts of family 
and friendships, and the gift of grace. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER.(28) The Chair has examined the Journal of the last day’s proceedings 
and announces to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved. 
Mr. [Philip Miller] CRANE [of Illinois]. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 

demand a vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the Chair’s approval of the Journal. 
The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the ayes appeared to have 

it. 
Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. [Robert Smith] WALKER [of Pennsylvania]. I have a parliamentary inquiry, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take the parliamentary inquiry of the gentleman. 
Mr. WALKER. I thank the Chair. 
We are about to cast a vote. Is the Journal available for inspection by the Members? 
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29. 127 CONG. REC. 27768, 27769–71, 97th Cong. 1st Sess. See also Deschler’s Precedents 
Ch. 40 § 5.2. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal is indeed available. 
Mr. WALKER. I thank the Chair. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 245, nays 161, an-

swered ‘‘present’’ 2, not voting 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 388] . . . 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 

f 

Similarly, on November 17, 1981,(29) the House convened for two legisla-
tive days on the same calendar day as follows: 

(FIRST LEGISLATIVE DAY)

The House met at 12 o’clock noon and was called to order by the Speaker pro tempore 
(Mr. WRIGHT). . . . 

f 

PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. [John] MURTHA [of Pennsylvania]). This is Private 
Calendar day. The Clerk will call the first individual bill on the Private Calendar. . . . 

. . . vessel of the United States so as to be entitled to engage in the coastwise trade.’’ 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
Mr. [Edward] BOLAND [of Massachusetts]. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

further reading of the Private Calendar be dispensed with. 
Mr. [Robert Smith] WALKER [of Pennsylvania]. Mr. Speaker, I object. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is heard. 
Mr. BOLAND. Mr. Speaker I move further reading of the Private Calendar be dis-

pensed with. 

f 

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. [Frank James] SENSENBRENNER [of Wisconsin]. Mr. Speaker, I make a point 
of order against the motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, clause 6 of rule XXIV, the second paragraph 

says that— 
On the third Tuesday of each month after the disposal of such business on the Speaker’s 

table as requires reference only, the Speaker may direct the Clerk to call the bills and 
resolutions on the Private Calendar. 
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There is a precedent that the Private Calendar may be dispensed with, but that was 
only before the first bill was called on the Private Calendar. 

I would state that since the first bill has been called on the Private Calendar, in order 
to comply with clause 6 of rule XXIV, the complete Private Calendar must be called un-
less dispensed with by unanimous consent. The unanimous–consent request has been ob-
jected to. 

I believe that the point of order should be sustained and the motion should be ruled 
out of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will note that under clause 6, rule XXIV on 
the first Tuesday of each month, a two–thirds vote is required to dispense with the call 
of Private Calendar, that call being automatic. The Speaker’s authority to direct the call 
is discretionary on the third Tuesday, and so the rule is silent on the motion to dispense 
with the call, and consistent with that discretionary authority and absent any precedent 
to the contrary, the point of order should be overruled. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I appeal the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. [Thomas] FOLEY [of Washington]. Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Washington. 
Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the motion to appeal the Chair’s decision be 

laid on the table. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion to lay the appeal from the 

Chair’s decision on the table. 
The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. SENSENBRENNER) there 

were—yeas 75, nays, 37. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the grounds that a 

quorum is not present and make the point of order that a quorum is not present. 
Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have a privileged motion at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the motion. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Foley moves that when the House adjourns today it adjourn to meet at 4 p.m. 
today. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move to table the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the last sentence of clause 4, rule XVI, that motion 

to adjourn is not debatable and therefore cannot be laid on the table. 
The question is on the motion. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nay were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 191, nays 172, not vot-

ing 70, as follows: 

[Roll No. 306] . . . 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn. 
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30. 159 CONG. REC. H24 [Daily Ed.], 113th Cong. 1st Sess. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. FOLEY). 

The question was taken, and the Speaker pro tempore announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 188, nays 172, not vot-

ing 73, as follows: 

[Roll No. 307] . . . 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 19 minutes p.m.) the House adjourned until 4 o’clock 

p.m. . . . 

(SECOND LEGISLATIVE DAY)

The House met at 4 p.m. 
The Chaplain, Rev. James David Ford, D.D., offered the following prayer: 
The sum of Thy word is truth; and every one of Thy righteous ordinances endures for-

ever.—Psalm 119: 160. 
0 God, as we move on with the necessary details that press upon us, we remember 

Your commandments and ordinances that speak the truth to people in every generation. 
With all the pressures of life, may we recognize our need to focus on the eternal verities 
and the timeless truths that have been the heritage of a free people. May all who seek 
to be truly human and desire to reflect Your love, bind together in harmony and peace 
that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever–flowing stream. 
Amen. 

Daily Hour of Meeting 

§ 9.2 By privileged resolution, the House establishes as a standing 
order the daily hours of meeting for a session of a Congress. 
On January 3, 2013,(30) a privileged resolution establishing the daily hour 

of meeting for the first session of the 113th Congress was considered as fol-
lows: 

FIXING THE DAILY HOUR OF MEETING OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE 113TH 
CONGRESS

Mr. [Pete] SESSIONS of Texas]. Mr. Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
H. RES. 9 

Resolved, That unless otherwise ordered, the hour of daily meeting of the House shall 
be 2 p.m. on Monday; noon on Tuesdays (or 2 p.m. if no legislative business was conducted 
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31. 160 CONG. REC. H5 [Daily Ed.], 113th Cong. 2d Sess. 
32. 155 CONG. REC. 3832, 3833, 111th Cong. 1st Sess. 

on the preceding Monday); noon on Wednesdays and Thursdays; and 9 a.m. on all other 
days of the week. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Similarly, on January 7, 2014,(31) a privileged resolution establishing the 
daily hour of meeting for the second session of the 113th Congress was con-
sidered as follows: 

PROVIDING FOR THE HOUR OF MEETING OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I send to the desk a privileged resolution and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
H. RES. 452 

Resolved, That unless otherwise ordered, the hour of daily meeting of the House shall 
be 2 p.m. on Mondays; noon on Tuesdays (or 2 p.m. if no legislative business was con-
ducted on the preceding Monday); noon on Wednesdays and Thursdays; and 9 a.m. on all 
other days of the week. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

§ 9.3 The House adopted a special order of business resolution re-
ported by the Committee on Rules providing, inter alia, for an 
amendment to the resolution establishing the daily hour of meet-
ing for a session of a Congress. 
On February 12, 2009,(32) the following occurred: 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. [Ed] PERLMUTTER [of Colorado]. Madam Speaker, by direction of the Committee 
on Rules, I call up House Resolution 157 and ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
H. RES. 157 

Resolved, That it shall be in order at any time through the legislative day of February 
13, 2009, for the Speaker to entertain motions that the House suspend the rules. The 
Speaker or her designee shall consult with the Minority Leader or his designee on the 
designation of any matter for consideration pursuant to this section. 

SEC. 2. The matter after the resolved clause of House Resolution 10 is amended to read 
as follows: ‘‘That unless otherwise ordered, before Monday, May 18, 2009, the hour of daily 
meeting of the House shall be 2 p.m. on Mondays; noon on Tuesdays; 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day and Thursday, and 9 a.m. on all other days of the week; and from Monday, May 18, 
2009, until the end of the first session, the hour of daily meeting of the House shall be 
noon on Mondays; 10 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays; and 9 a.m. on all 
other days of the week.’’. 
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33. Parliamentarian’s Note: The resolution establishing the daily hour of meeting for the 
second session of the 105th Congress (House Resolution 337) provided for convening 
times (after May 18, 1998) of noon on Mondays, 10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays, and 9:00 a.m. on all other days. 144 CONG. REC. 75, 105th Cong. 2d 
Sess. (Jan. 27, 1998). On December 14, 1998, the Speaker sent a formal notification 
to Members to reassemble on December 17, 1998, pursuant to the recall authority con-
tained in the resolution of adjournment (House Concurrent Resolution 353). See 144 
CONG. REC. 27348, 105th Cong. 2d Sess. (Oct. 20, 1998) and 144 CONG. REC. 27770, 
104th Cong. 1st Sess. (Dec. 17, 1998). The provisions of House Resolution 337 were 
thus still applicable when the House reassembled. So when the House adjourned on 
December 17, 1998, to meet again on December 18, 1998, the default convening time 
set by House Resolution 337 was used. 

34. 144 CONG. REC. 27802, 105th Cong. 2d Sess. 
35. House Rules and Manual § 911 (2017). 
36. 123 CONG. REC. 4579–81, 95th Cong. 1st Sess. 
37. Thomas O’Neill (MA). 

§ 9.4 When the House reassembles from an adjournment as a con-
tinuation of that session of the Congress, its standing order for 
hours of meeting for that session remains effective.(33) 
On December 17, 1998,(34) the following motion was agreed to by the 

House: 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. [Richard] ARMEY [of Texas]. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 36 minutes p.m.), the House 

adjourned until tomorrow, Friday, December 18, 1998, at 9 a.m. 

§ 9.5 Following rejection of a motion under clause 4 of rule XVI(35) 
to adjourn for three days over a weekend, the Speaker indicated 
that the House would be required to convene at the established 
hour on Friday and, if a quorum were not present, at the same 
time on Saturday. 
On February 17, 1977,(36) the following occurred: 

Mr. [James] WRIGHT [of Texas]. Mr. Speaker, I move that when the House adjourns 
today it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER.(37) The question is on the motion. 
The question was taken and the Speaker announced that the ayes appeared to have 

it. 
Mr. [Robert] BAUMAN [of Maryland]. Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the ground 

that a quorum is not present. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman demand the yeas and nays or object to the vote? 
Mr. BAUMAN. Mr. Speaker, I demand the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER. May the Chair announce so the Members may understand, this is a 

question on adjourning to Monday next. If the House fails to adjourn to Monday we will 
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38. 159 CONG. REC. H979 [Daily Ed.], 113th Cong. 1st Sess. 
39. Rob Woodall (GA). 

meet tomorrow at 11 a.m. In the event there is no quorum tomorrow the House will meet 
on Saturday at 11 a.m. I just want the Members to understand the procedure and what 
may happen. 

The gentleman from Maryland has asked for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 109, nays 224, not vot-

ing 98, as follows: 

[Roll No. 22] . . . 

So the motion was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair announces that when the House adjourns today, it will ad-
journ to meet tomorrow. . . . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his parliamentary inquiry. 
Mr. [Samuel] DEVINE [of Ohio]. Mr. Speaker, I make this parliamentary inquiry as 

a result of the vote not to adjourn over until Monday and the announcement that the 
House would reconvene at 11 o’clock tomorrow. Are there any circumstances that the 
Chair could perceive under which the pay raise legislation would be considered by the 
House tomorrow? 

The SPEAKER. The only possibility would be if unanimous consent were asked, and 
the Chair would recognize a gentleman or gentlewoman for that purpose, and if there 
were not an objection, then there would be a vote. That would be the only possibility. 
The Chair has been informed that there will be objections. 

Mr. DEVINE. I thank the Speaker. 

Changing the Time of Convening 

§ 9.6 The House by unanimous consent may change its convening 
time for the next day’s session. 
On March 5, 2013,(38) the House transacted the following unanimous–con-

sent request: 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. [Tom] COLE [of Oklahoma]. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(39) Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from 
Oklahoma? 
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40. House Rules and Manual § 913 (2017). 
41. Parliamentarian’s Note: The resolution setting the daily hour of meeting for the first 

session of the 112th Congress (House Resolution 10) established noon as the default 
convening time for the next day’s session (a Tuesday). 

42. 157 CONG. REC. 21439, 112th Cong. 1st Sess. 
43. John Boehner (OH). 

1. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 40 § 2 and Precedents (Wickham) Ch. 40. 
2. U.S. Const. art. I, § 5, cl. 4.; House Rules and Manual § 84 (2017). 
3. 4 U.S.C. § 71. In the earliest days of the United States, Congress met at several loca-

tions (including New York and Philadelphia) prior to establishing the District of Co-
lumbia as the permanent seat of government. Congress has met in Washington, D.C., 
for every session of Congress since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 
Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 1 § 4. 

4. In the 108th Congress, clause 12 of rule I was amended to provide standing authority 
for the Speaker to convene the House at a place within the seat of government other 

There was no objection. 

§ 9.7 Pursuant to clause 4(c)(1)(B) of rule XVI,(40) the Speaker may 
entertain, a motion that when the House adjourns it stand ad-
journed to a day and time certain, and the adoption of such mo-
tion will supersede the resolution establishing the daily hour of 
meeting for that particular day.(41) 
On December 20, 2011,(42) the following motion was agreed to: 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. [Peter] ROSKAM [of Illinois]. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 4 of rule XVI, I 
move that when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER.(43) The question is on the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

§ 10. Place of Meeting 

In addition to the constitutional requirement regarding the time of ad-
journment (i.e., that both Houses must agree if either House wishes to ad-
journ for longer than three days), a similar requirement is imposed regard-
ing the place to which either House may adjourn.(1) Neither House, without 
the consent of the other, may adjourn to ‘‘any other Place than that in 
which the two Houses shall be sitting.’’(2) The meaning of ‘‘place’’ in this 
clause of the Constitution has been interpreted as the seat of government, 
which is defined by law as the territory of the United States included within 
the limits of the District of Columbia.(3) Thus, the House may meet at an-
other location within the District of Columbia without the consent of the 
Senate, but the House may not meet outside the District of Columbia with-
out such consent.(4) 
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