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93. John Boehner (OH). 
1. See § 3, infra. 
2. Id. 
3. For a detailed description of the particular signals and their meaning, see House Rules 

and Manual § 1016 (2017). An earlier version of the same information appears at 
Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 30 § 31.2. 

4. H. Rept. 110–885, 110th Cong., 2d Sess. 
5. Parliamentarian’s Note: The idea for a mechanical or electronic means of recording 

votes had been discussed in the House as early as 1886, and hearings on the issue 
were held in the 63d (1913–1914) and 64th (1915–1916) Congresses. See Electronic Vot-
ing System in the House of Representatives: History and Usage, CRS Report R41862, 
(June 13, 2011). However, it was not until the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 
that plans for an electronic voting system were finally adopted. The Speaker directed 
that a vote be conducted by electronic device for the first time on January 23, 1973. 
See 119 CONG. REC. 1793, 93d Cong. 1st Sess. 

6. Clause 2(b) of rule XX authorizes the Chair to conduct record votes and quorum calls 
under the alternate procedures prescribed in rule XX if the electronic voting system 
malfunctions. House Rules and Manual § 1014a (2017). 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER.(93) Under clause 12(c) of rule I, and the order of the House of January 
7, 2014, the Speaker dispensed with morning–hour debate today and notified Members 
accordingly. 

§ 2. The Electronic Voting System; Legislative Call System 

Over the course of the last several decades, the House Chamber has been 
equipped with various forms of technology that assist Members in debate 
and in conducting votes. A microphone amplification system was installed 
in the 1930s(1) and television broadcasting was enabled in the 1970s.(2) To 
alert Members that a vote in the Chamber would be forthcoming, the House 
installed a legislative call system (signal bells) that would ring throughout 
the House side of the Capitol and the House office buildings at certain inter-
vals to indicate a particular type of vote or quorum call.(3) The system was 
first used in 1890 and was significantly modified in 1963 to add light indica-
tors in addition to bells, now integrated into House clocks. The system is 
still in use today, although the advent of mobile phones and Internet com-
munications has provided alternate means for Members to be informed in 
a timely manner of votes occurring on the floor. The history and use of the 
electronic voting system was explored in a select committee report that cen-
tered on voting irregularities in the 110th Congress.(4) 

The electronic voting system was installed at the end of the 92d Congress 
in 1972, and was first used in the 93d Congress in 1974.(5) A resolution 
amending the rules of the House was adopted in October, 1972, to provide 
for procedures for conducting votes by electronic device.(6) On January 15, 
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7. See, generally, Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 30. The legislative call system was designed 
to alert Members to certain occurrences on the floor of the House, including votes, 
quorum calls, adjournment of the House, and civil defense warnings. 

8. See House Rules and Manual § 1016 (2017) and Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 30 §§ 31.1, 
31.2. See also Speaker’s announced policies of January 3, 1991 (137 CONG. REC. 65, 
102d Cong. 1st Sess.); January 4, 1995 (141 CONG. REC. 457, 104th Cong. 1st Sess.); 
January 5, 2007 (153 CONG. REC. 274, 110th Cong. 1st Sess.); January 6, 2015 (161 
CONG. REC. H34 [Daily Ed.], 114th Cong. 1st Sess.); and January 3, 2017 (163 CONG. 
REC. H35 [Daily Ed.], 115th Cong. 1st Sess.). 

9. See Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 30 § 31.3. For a discussion of malfunctions of the elec-
tronic voting system, see Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 30 §§ 31.9–31.15. 

10. All steps of the voting process are examined in the House report on voting irregular-
ities of the 110th Congress. See H. Rept. 110–885, 110th Cong. 2d Sess. 

11. Parliamentarian’s Note: Under certain conditions, when new Members are sworn in 
during a vote by electronic device, the electronic system cannot be updated in real time 
to allow a display of such Member’s name, necessitating voting by ballot card until the 
display panels can be altered. See, e.g., 157 CONG. REC. 140, 112th Cong. 1st Sess. 
(Jan. 6, 2011). The Chair has refused to entertain a unanimous–consent request to turn 
on the voting display panels when there was no vote or quorum call in progress. See 
144 CONG. REC. 25770, 105th Cong. 2d Sess. (Oct. 12, 1998). 

12. Such display boards are for informational purposes only and do not carry any proce-
dural or parliamentary significance. See 153 CONG. REC. 24524–26, 110th Cong. 1st 

1973, the Speaker inserted a statement into the Congressional Record de-
tailing the protocols and policies that would be used when the new voting 
system became operational.(7) Over the years, Speakers have reiterated and 
revised these policies.(8) 

The electronic voting system consists of several elements. Throughout the 
Chamber, there are 46 voting stations where Members may vote using elec-
tronic voting cards. The voting card is inserted, a button depressed (indi-
cating ‘‘aye’’, ‘‘no’’, or ‘‘present’’) and the information is relayed to a master 
terminal that tallies all such electronic votes. Members may verify that a 
vote has been properly recorded by inserting the voting card again and ob-
serving which button lights.(9) A tally clerk at the rostrum monitors the 
master computer, and when Members vote by ballot card in the well, the 
Tally Clerk manually enters the vote into the computer system.(10) The ma-
jority and minority parties also have monitors at their respective tables that 
relay vote totals in real time. 

In addition to the voting stations and the master computer, the electronic 
voting system also includes large display panels on the south wall of the 
Chamber, located above the press gallery. When illuminated, these panels 
display the names of all Members and how they have recorded their 
votes.(11) These display panels are supplemented by two smaller display 
boards on the east and west sides of the Chamber that display a concise 
description of the pending question, the current vote totals, and the time 
remaining before the minimum time for such vote expires.(12) The Speaker 
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Sess. (Sept. 18, 2007) and 154 CONG. REC. 8147, 8148, 110th Cong. 2d Sess. (May 8, 
2008). 

13. See, e.g., 120 CONG. REC. 6021, 93d Cong. 2d Sess. (Mar. 11, 1974) (vote totals now 
available by state or party) and 123 CONG. REC. 11024, 95th Cong. 1st Sess. (Apr. 18, 
1977) (voting results displayed on closed–circuit television broadcast of House pro-
ceedings). 

1. See § 3.1, infra. 
2. Id. 
3. Id. The House adopted a resolution later the same day (raised as a question of privi-

lege) directing the Committee on Rules to conduct an investigation of possible broad-
casting of House proceedings. 

4. Id. 
5. Id. 
6. Id. 
7. Id. The House resumed closed–circuit broadcasts the following month. 

has typically announced to the House when changes or improvements in the 
electronic voting system have occurred.(13) 

§ 3. Audio–Visual Broadcast of House Proceedings 

Audio–visual broadcasting of House proceedings began in the 1970s and 
developed slowly over the course of that decade until full implementation 
was achieved in 1979.(1) In August, 1974, the House adopted a resolution 
providing for television coverage of possible hearings on the impeachment 
of President Richard Nixon (although the issue was mooted by President 
Nixon’s resignation later that month).(2) In 1977, the Speaker announced a 
90–day trial period of recording House floor proceedings, with the stipula-
tion that such material would not be made publicly available.(3) In October 
of that year, the House adopted a resolution authorizing in–house (closed– 
circuit) broadcasting of House floor proceedings that could be viewed in 
Members’ offices (but not off campus) and directing the Committee on Rules 
to study the possibility of full public broadcasting.(4) 

In 1978, news media were provided with audio (but not visual) coverage 
of floor proceedings for an indefinite trial period.(5) Later that year, the 
Speaker announced that preparations would be made during an upcoming 
period of adjournment for full television coverage of House proceedings.(6) In 
early 1979, the Speaker suspended closed–circuit broadcasting of House pro-
ceedings and announced the formation of an informal panel to advise him 
on regulations for television coverage (to prevent the unauthorized use of 
such coverage for commercial or political purposes).(7) On March 19, 1979, 
full public television broadcast of House proceedings was finally realized, 
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