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100. Steven LaTourette (OH). 
1. See § 7, supra. 
2. Parliamentarian’s Note: The Speaker traditionally appoints the Majority Leader and 

the Minority Leader to serve (together with the Speaker) on the Commission. See, e.g., 
§ 8.3, infra. 

PROVIDING FOR PLACEMENT OF STATUE OR BUST OF WINSTON CHURCHILL 
IN CAPITOL

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 497) to provide for the placement of a statue or bust 
of Sir Winston Churchill in the United States Capitol. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
The text of the resolution is as follows: 

H. RES. 497 
Whereas Sir Winston Churchill was Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1940 

through 1945 and from 1951 through 1955; 
Whereas the United States and the United Kingdom led the Allied Powers during World 

War Two; 
Whereas President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Sir Winston Churchill formed a bond 

that united freedom–loving people throughout the world to defeat tyranny in Europe and 
Asia; 

Whereas, on December 26, 1941, Sir Winston Churchill addressed a Joint Session of Con-
gress; 

Whereas during that speech, Sir Winston Churchill said, ‘‘Sure I am that this day—now 
we are the masters of our fate; that the task which has been set us is not above our 
strength; that its pangs and toils are not beyond our endurance. As long as we have faith 
in our cause and an unconquerable will–power, salvation will not be denied us. In the 
words of the Psalmist, ‘He shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord.’ Not all the tidings will be evil.’’; 

Whereas December 26, 2011, is the 70th anniversary of this speech to a joint session of 
Congress; 

Whereas Sir Winston Churchill was made an Honorary Citizen of the United States by 
an act of Congress in 1963; 

Whereas Sir Winston Churchill was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 1969; 
Whereas Sir Winston Churchill’s persistence, determination and resolve remains an in-

spiration to freedom–fighters all over the world; 
Whereas the United Kingdom remains and will forever be an important and irreplace-

able ally to the United States; and 
Whereas the United States Capitol does not currently appropriately recognize the con-

tributions of Sir Winston Churchill or that of the United Kingdom: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Architect of the Capitol place an appropriate statue or bust of Sir 

Winston Churchill in the United States Capitol at a location directed by the House Fine 
Arts Board in consultation with the Speaker. . . . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(100) The question is on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 497. 

The question was taken; and (two–thirds being in the affirmative) the rules were sus-
pended and the resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

§ 8. House Office Buildings 

As noted above,(1) House office buildings fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Architect of the Capitol (who appoints the House Superintendent) and the 
House Office Building Commission.(2) The three main House office buildings 
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3. See § 7.2, supra. 
4. Id. 
5. See 158 CONG. REC. 15578–81, 112th Cong. 2d Sess. (Nov. 28, 2012). The House–passed 

text was incorporated into P.L. 112–237, 126 Stat. 1628. 
6. P.L. 114–254, 130 Stat. 1005. 
7. See § 8.1, infra. See also Deschler’s Precedents Ch. 4 §§ 6.1, 6.3. 
8. See § 1.15, supra. 
9. See § 8.2, infra. For a question of privilege regarding fire safety in House office build-

ings, see § 1.8, supra. 
10. 124 CONG. REC. 18209–10, 95th Cong. 2d Sess. 

are the Cannon Building (completed 1908), the Longworth Building (com-
pleted 1933), and the Rayburn Building (completed 1965). All three build-
ings were named after former Speakers of the House and all personal offices 
of Members of the House are located in those buildings. In 1939, the build-
ing now known as the Ford Building was constructed, and for many years 
housed offices of the executive branch (including the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation). In 1975, the building was acquired by the Architect of the Cap-
itol for use by the House of Representatives, and in 1990 it was renamed 
after former Minority Leader (and later President) Gerald Ford.(3) Another 
building (formerly the Congressional Hotel) was acquired at the same time 
as the Ford Building, and was renamed after former Speaker Thomas 
O’Neill of Massachusetts.(4) This building used to contain both House offices 
and a dormitory for House Pages, but was demolished in 2002. In 2008, a 
Federal building next to the Ford Building was extensively renovated and 
its use split between the Department of Health and Human Services and 
the House of Representatives. In 2012, this building was named after former 
Speaker Thomas O’Neill of Massachusetts,(5) and in 2017, it was formally 
made a House office building under the jurisdiction of the Architect of the 
Capitol.(6) 

The Speaker has inserted into the Congressional Record rules and policies 
promulgated by the House Office Building Commission.(7) Classified security 
briefings have been held in House office buildings,(8) and offices have been 
temporarily relocated from House office buildings to address security or 
safety issues.(9) 

§ 8.1 The Speaker inserted in the Congressional Record the rules 
and procedures governing the selection and assignment of suites 
in the House office buildings, promulgated by the House Office 
Building Commission. 
On June 19, 1978,(10) the following occurred: 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION RULES AND PROCEDURES

(Mr. O’NEILL (at the request of Mr. EVANS of Georgia) asked and was given permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point in the RECORD and to include extraneous mat-
ter.) 
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Mr. [Thomas] O’NEILL [of Massachusetts]. Mr. Speaker, this is to advise Members 
that, effective June 7, 1978, the House Office Building Commission has approved the at-
tached Rules and Procedures Governing the Selection and Assignment of Suites in the 
House Office Buildings, as recommended by the Commission at its meeting on October 
20, 1977. 

House Office Building Commission, House of Representatives 
rules and procedures governing the selection and assignment of suites in the house of-

fice buildings 
The following rules and procedures for the selection and assignment of suites to Mem-

bers are hereby adopted by the House Office Building Commission: 

RULE 1. OFFICE VACANCIES OCCURRING DURING A SESSION OF CONGRESS. 

1.1 If an office shall become vacant during a session of Congress, due to death or res-
ignation of a Member or for any reason, it shall not be assigned for a period of 10 days 
from the day of the vacancy. Beginning at 12:00 o’clock noon on the sixth day (or the 
next day if it falls on a Sunday) from the day of vacancy and ending at 12:00 o’clock 
noon on the tenth day (or the next day if it falls on a Sunday), the Superintendent of 
the House Office Buildings shall accept. in writing, applications (provided for convenience 
by the Superintendent) from Members for the vacancy. At 12:00 o’clock noon on the tenth 
day (or the next day if It falls on a Sunday) the vacant office will be assigned to the 
Member with the longest continuous service. 

1.2 In the case of Members of equal service the one whose application was first re-
ceived in the Superintendent’s office shall have priority; if applications from Members of 
equal service are received at the same time, priority shall be determined by lot. 

1.3 There shall be a 30–day period from the date of the vacancy before the occupants 
shall be required to move. 

1.4 For the purposes of this Rule, the day of the vacancy shall begin at 12:00 o’clock 
noon on the day following the effective date of a Member’s resignation or other termi-
nation reason, or the day following the death of a Member. 

RULE 2. ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICES FOLLOWING NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTIONS 

2.1 Following election day, the Superintendent of the House Office Buildings, under 
the direction of the House Office Building Commission, shall be responsible for preparing 
and issuing a schedule of dates on which suite applications will be received from, and 
suites assigned to, reelected Members, reelected former Members, and Members–elect 
without prior service. 

2.2 Reelected Members and Reelected Former Members. The application and assign-
ment schedule shall be arranged in a manner that will provide an opportunity for re-
elected Members and reelected former Members to apply for vacant suites, with the order 
of priority for selection and assignment based on length of continuous service and with 
the longest continuous service having the highest priority. The Superintendent of the 
House Office Buildings shall deliver a copy of these rules and procedures, along with the 
schedule of dates for applying, to each reelected Member on Thursday following the elec-
tion, and it shall then become incumbent upon each related Member to apply for a suite 
at the allotted time if he/she so desires. At the same time the Superintendent of the 
House Office Buildings shall mail a copy of these rules and procedures and the schedule 
application dates to each reelected former Member. Only written application forms (pro-
vided for convenience by the Superintendent) for vacant suites will be received by the 
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Superintendent of the House Office Buildings; these applications will be listed In the 
order that they are received. If a Member desires to have someone on his staff act in 
his behalf In applying for vacant offices, the Superintendent must be so notified in writ-
ing by the Member. 

2.2.1 No Member will be permitted to apply before the allotted day and opening time, 
nor after the allotted day and closing time. 

2.2.2 A Member may apply for only one suite at a time; the Member may revise the 
application during the selection time allotted to his or her seniority group. 

2.2.3 Assignments shall be made in accordance with the provisions of rule 1.2. 
2.2.4 A Member who applies for a suite which Is then assigned to that Member, must 

move. 
2.3 Members–elect without prior service. Between the hours of 9:00 o’clock a.m. and 

12 o’clock noon, on the date stated In the application and assignment schedule, Mem-
bers–elect without prior service, or their authorized representatives, will draw numbers 
from a box to determine the order of their choice of an office from those remaining avail-
able. One individual may represent any number of Members–elect but he or she must 
draw a separate number for each person so represented and written authority from the 
Member–elect that is represented must be submitted. The numbers drawn will be re-
corded immediately and the card bearing the number drawn must be inscribed with the 
name of the Member–elect for whom It is drawn. This card Is to be retained by the Mem-
ber–elect or his representative and presented to the Superintendent of the House Office 
Buildings at 1:00 o’clock P.M. the same day at which time offices will be chosen and as-
signed in the numerical order of the numbers drawn. If more than one number is drawn 
out of the box at one time the higher number shall prevail and the other numbers shall 
be replaced In the box. 

Rule 3. Members–elect without prior service or their accredited representatives who 
have not participated in the drawing will make their applications for offices In writing 
with the Superintendent of the House Office Buildings. Assignments shall be made in 
accordance with the provisions in Rule 1.2. 

Rule 4. Unless otherwise provided by the House Office Building Commission, Members 
of Congress who will not be Members of the succeeding Congress must vacate their suites 
by 12:00 o’clock noon on December 15 of the Second Session of a Congress in order that 
offices may be made ready for Members of the next Congress. 

Rule 5. The Superintendent of the House Office Buildings is directed to carry out the 
provisions of these rules. 

THOMAS P. O’NEILL, JR.,
Chairman. 

JAMES C. WRIGHT, JR.,
Member. 

JOHN J. RHODES,
Member. 

JUNE 7, 1978. 
Schedule of Dates on Which Applications Will Be Received and Suites Assigned Fol-

lowing November, 1978 Elections 
Noon, November 13th, to Noon, November 14th—all Members who have served 14 or 

more terms. 
Noon, November 14th, to Noon, November 15th—Members who have served 13 terms. 
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11. The General Accounting Office was renamed the Government Accountability Office in 
2004. See P.L. 108–271, 118 Stat. 811. 

Noon, November 15th, to Noon, November 16th—Members who have served 12 terms. 
Noon, November 16th, to Noon, November 17th—Members who have served 11 terms. 
Noon, November 20th, to Noon, November 21st—Members who have served 10 terms. 
Noon, November 21st, to Noon, November 22d—Members who have served 9 terms. 
Noon, November 27th, to Noon, November 28th—Members who have served 8 terms. 
Noon, November 28th, to Noon, November 29th—Members who have served 7 terms. 
Noon, November 29th, to Noon, November 30th—Members who have served 6 terms. 
Noon, November 30th, to Noon, December 1st—Members who have served 5 terms. 
Noon, December 4th, to Noon, December 5th—Members who have served 4 terms. 
Noon, December 5th, to Noon, December 6th—Members who have served 3 terms. 
Noon, December 6th, to Noon, December 7th—Members who have served 2 terms. 
Noon, December 7th, to Noon, December 8th—Members who have served 1 term. 
Members–elect without prior service, or their accredited representative, will draw for 

determination of selection priority on December 11, 1978, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 12:00 noon, in accordance with provisions set forth in Rule 2.3. Selection of suites 
will take place at 1:00 p.m. on the same day. 

Brief Commentary Regarding New Rules for Suite Selection 
To assist in interpretation, the following comments are submitted concerning several 

basic changes that have been made in the rules and procedures for the selection and as-
signment of office space to Members: 

(1) The new rules and procedures provide for specific dates for Members to apply for 
suites, following the general elections in November, based on their period of longest con-
tinuous service. Previously, Members could apply for suites on any of the dates during 
November, when applications were being received ‘‘Bumping’’ by Members could take 
place during the entire selection process; that procedure caused considerable confusion. 
The new rules and procedures continue the seniority system, but in a systematized and 
more limited manner. 

The order of priority for selection of available suites will continue to be based on the 
period of longest continuous service; however, once having selected a suite in a particular 
length–of–service group the Member in that service group will no longer have a second 
opportunity to make a selection from other suites that become available during the re-
mainder of the selection process. 

(2) A Member who applies for a suite which is then assigned to that Member, must 
move; the application for a different suite automatically places the Member’s former suite 
in the selection pool from which it may not thereafter be withdrawn by that Member, 
unless withdrawn prior to the closing date for the Member’s service group. 

(3) A Member who desires to be represented during the selection process must des-
ignate such a representative in writing. Previously, only Members–elect without prior 
service were required to designate a representative in writing to participate in the selec-
tion process. 

(4) Members of Congress who will not be Members of the succeeding Congress must 
vacate their suites by 12 o’clock noon on December 15, of the Second Session of a Con-
gress, unless otherwise approved by the House Office Building Commission. 

JUNE 7, 1978. 

§ 8.2 The House suspended the rules and adopted a resolution ex-
pressing the gratitude of the House to the General Accounting Of-
fice(11) for accommodating Members and staff of the House and its 
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12. 147 CONG. REC. 23058, 107th Cong. 1st Sess. 
13. Johnny Isakson (GA). 
14. 2 U.S.C. § 2001. 

committees in the GAO office building in northeast Washington 
during a recent closure of the House office buildings. 
On November 27, 2001,(12) the following resolution was agreed to: 

EXPRESSING THE GRATITUDE OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Mr. [Robert] NEY [of Ohio]. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 294) expressing the gratitude of the House of Representatives to 
the General Accounting Office and its employees for enabling the House to continue its 
work while the House office buildings were closed due to the presence of Anthrax. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 294 

Whereas the House of Representatives recently found it necessary to close its office 
buildings to Members, staff, and the public due to the presence of Anthrax; 

Whereas the Comptroller General made an offer to the House of Representatives to 
make the General Accounting Office’s building and equipment available to the Members 
and staff of the House of Representatives during the period in which the House office 
buildings were closed, an offer the House gratefully accepted; 

Whereas the House’s subsequent temporary use of General Accounting Office work-
spaces, telephones, computers, and other equipment imposed an inconvenience on the em-
ployees of the Office, who graciously vacated their worksites; and 

Whereas the sacrifices made by employees of the General Accounting Office during this 
period enabled the House of Representatives to continue its legislative work on behalf 
of the people of the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives expresses its gratitude to the General Ac-
counting Office for accommodating the House during the recent closure of the House of-
fice buildings, and sincerely thanks the hundreds of General Accounting Office employees 
who generously vacated their workspaces and otherwise helped to make it possible for 
the work of the House to continue during this period. 

SEC. 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Comptroller General of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(13) Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
NEY) and the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. PRICE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY). 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise here today on behalf of my colleague, the gentleman from Maryland 

(Mr. HOYER), of the Committee on House Administration for consideration of H. Res. 294. 
This resolution expresses the gratitude of the House of Representatives to the General 
Accounting Office and its employees for enabling the House to continue its work while 
the House office buildings were closed due to the presence of anthrax. 

Mr. Speaker, I want the citizens of the United States to know that later on representa-
tives on behalf of all employees of the GAO will be present in the Capitol in Statuary 
Hall so that we may speak with them and personally express our gratitude. 

§ 8.3 Pursuant to statute,(14) the Speaker appointed the Majority and 
Minority Leaders to serve with herself on the House Office Build-
ing Commission. 
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15. 155 CONG. REC. 25, 111th Cong. 1st Sess. 
16. Tammy Baldwin (WI). 

1. See § 9.1, infra. 
2. See § 9.2, infra. 
3. See § 9.4, infra. 
4. See § 7.13, supra. 
5. See § 9.3, infra. 
6. 153 CONG. REC. 30974, 110th Cong. 1st Sess. 

On January 6, 2009,(15) the following occurred: 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(16) Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 2001, and the order of the House 
of today, the Chair announces the Speaker’s appointment of the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) as members of the House 
Office Building Commission to serve with herself. 

§ 9. The Capitol Visitor Center 

Plans for a Capitol Visitor Center began as early as the 1970s, but it 
wasn’t until the 1990s that formal design reports were finally issued. Those 
designs underwent significant revisions after the shooting of two U.S. Cap-
itol Police officers in 1998 and the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
Groundbreaking took place in 2000 and the Capitol Visitor Center officially 
opened on December 2, 2008. The entire Center is located below ground, on 
the East Front of the Capitol, and contains numerous exhibits, artworks, 
and meetings spaces for Members of the House and Senators. In 2007, the 
great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center was designated ‘‘Emancipation 
Hall.’’(1) In 2008, Congress established an ‘‘Office of the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter’’ within the Office of the Architect of the Capitol, and further clarified 
jurisdiction over the Center.(2) In 2011, one of the rooms in the Center was 
named the ‘‘Gabriel Zimmerman Meeting Room,’’ to honor a Capitol Hill em-
ployee killed at a district event.(3) Congress has authorized the use of the 
Capitol Visitor Center for ceremonial occasions(4) and for classified security 
briefings for Members.(5) 

§ 9.1 The House suspended the rules and passed a bill reported from 
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure to name the 
great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center as ‘‘Emancipation Hall.’’ 
On November 13, 2007,(6) the following bill was passed: 
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