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15. 155 CONG. REC. 25, 111th Cong. 1st Sess. 
16. Tammy Baldwin (WI). 

1. See § 9.1, infra. 
2. See § 9.2, infra. 
3. See § 9.4, infra. 
4. See § 7.13, supra. 
5. See § 9.3, infra. 
6. 153 CONG. REC. 30974, 110th Cong. 1st Sess. 

On January 6, 2009,(15) the following occurred: 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(16) Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 2001, and the order of the House 
of today, the Chair announces the Speaker’s appointment of the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) as members of the House 
Office Building Commission to serve with herself. 

§ 9. The Capitol Visitor Center 

Plans for a Capitol Visitor Center began as early as the 1970s, but it 
wasn’t until the 1990s that formal design reports were finally issued. Those 
designs underwent significant revisions after the shooting of two U.S. Cap-
itol Police officers in 1998 and the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
Groundbreaking took place in 2000 and the Capitol Visitor Center officially 
opened on December 2, 2008. The entire Center is located below ground, on 
the East Front of the Capitol, and contains numerous exhibits, artworks, 
and meetings spaces for Members of the House and Senators. In 2007, the 
great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center was designated ‘‘Emancipation 
Hall.’’(1) In 2008, Congress established an ‘‘Office of the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter’’ within the Office of the Architect of the Capitol, and further clarified 
jurisdiction over the Center.(2) In 2011, one of the rooms in the Center was 
named the ‘‘Gabriel Zimmerman Meeting Room,’’ to honor a Capitol Hill em-
ployee killed at a district event.(3) Congress has authorized the use of the 
Capitol Visitor Center for ceremonial occasions(4) and for classified security 
briefings for Members.(5) 

§ 9.1 The House suspended the rules and passed a bill reported from 
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure to name the 
great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center as ‘‘Emancipation Hall.’’ 
On November 13, 2007,(6) the following bill was passed: 
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7. 154 CONG. REC. 3224, 3225, 110th Cong. 2d Sess. 

PROVIDING THAT THE GREAT HALL OF THE CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER 
SHALL BE KNOWN AS EMANCIPATION HALL

Ms. [Eleanor] NORTON [of District of Columbia]. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 3315) to provide that the great hall of the Capitol Visitor 
Center shall be known as Emancipation Hall. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3315 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 

in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF GREAT HALL OF THE CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER AS EMANCIPATION 

HALL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center shall be known and des-

ignated as ‘‘Emancipation Hall’’, and any reference to the great hall in any law, rule, or 
regulation shall be deemed to be a reference to Emancipation Hall. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall apply on and after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

§ 9.2 The House suspended the rules and passed a bill establishing 
within the Office of the Architect of the Capitol an Office of the 
Capitol Visitor Center to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor Center. 
On March 5, 2008,(7) the following bill was passed: 

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER ACT OF 2008

Mr. [Robert] BRADY [of Pennsylvania]. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 5159) to establish the Office of the Capitol Visitor Center within the 
Office of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor 
Services, to provide for the effective management and administration of the Capitol Vis-
itor Center, and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5159 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 

in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be Seed as the ‘‘Capitol Visitor Center Act of 
2008’’. . . . 
SEC. 101. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSES OF CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER. 

(a) TREATMENT AS PART OF CAPITOL.—In this Act, the ‘‘Capitol Visitor Center’’ is the 
facility authorized for construction under the heading ‘‘Capitol Visitor Center’’ under 
chapter 5 of title II of division B of the Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public Law 105–277; 112 Stat. 2681–569), and such facility 
shall be considered to be part of the United States Capitol for all provisions of law in 
accordance with this Act. . . . 
SEC. 102. OVERSIGHT OF COMMITTEES. 

The Committee on Rules and Administration of the Senate and the Committee on 
House Administration of the House of Representatives (hereafter in this Act referred to 
as the ‘‘supervising Committees’’) shall exercise policy review and oversight over the 
Capitol Visitor Center. 
SEC. 103. SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN SPACES IN THE CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER. 

(a) SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES EXPANSION SPACE.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Act, the Senate and House of Representatives expansion space de-
scribed as ‘‘unassigned space’’ under the heading ‘‘Architect of the Capitol, Capitol Visitor 
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8. 159 CONG. REC. H2322 [Daily Ed.], 113th Cong. 1st Sess. For a list of similar security 
briefings, see Precedents (Wickham) Ch. 1 § 10.1. 

Center’’ in the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–68; 115 Stat. 
588)— 

(1) shall not be treated as part of the Capitol Visitor Center for purposes of this Act; 
and 

(2) shall be treated for purposes of law (including rules of the House of Representatives 
and Senate)— 

(A) in the case of space assigned for the use of the Senate, as part of the Senate wing 
of the Capitol and subject to the authority and control of the Committee on Rules and 
Administration of the Senate, or 

(B) in the case of space assigned for the use of the House, as part of the House of Rep-
resentatives wing of the Capitol and subject to the authority and control of the Speaker. 

(b) TREATMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL AUDITORIUM AND RELATED ADJACENT AREAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the space in the Cap-

itol Visitor Center known as the Congressional Auditorium, together with each of the 
areas referred to in paragraph (2), shall be assigned for Congressional use by the Chief 
Executive Officer for Visitor Services under guidelines established by the supervising 
Committees. 

(2) AREAS DESCRIBED.—The areas referred to in this paragraph are as follows, as identi-
fied and designated by the Architect of the Capitol on October 1, 2007: 

(A) The North Congressional Meeting Room (CVC268) and the South Congressional 
Meeting Room (CVC217). 

(B) The North Pre–function Area (CVC268CR) and the South Pre–function Area 
(CVC217CR). 

(C) Lobbies CVC215 and CVC212. 
(D) The North Cloak Room (CVC210) and the South Cloak Room (CVC208). 
(E) The Projection Room (CVC209). 
(F) The Green Room (CVC207). 
(G) The TV Control Room (CVC105). 
(H) Offices CVC101, CVC102, CVC103, CVC104, CVC106, CVC204, and CVC205. 

§ 9.3 The Majority Leader took the floor by unanimous consent to 
announce the scheduling of a classified briefing in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center. 
On April 25, 2013,(8) the following occurred: 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLASSIFIED BRIEFING REGARDING SYRIA AND NORTH 
KOREA

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute.) 
Mr. [Eric] CANTOR [of Virginia]. Mr. Speaker, today, the administration has con-

firmed that the Assad regime in Syria has crossed a dangerous, game–changing red line, 
using chemical weapons against its own citizens. 

The Syrian conflict has raged for many months, and nearly 100,000 Syrian civilians 
have been killed. The conflict now threatens to spill over Syria’s borders, destabilizing 
key American allies. This dangerous conflict threatens American national security inter-
ests in the region. 

I wanted to take this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to urge Members to attend the classi-
fied briefing that the administration will be providing tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. 
in the CVC auditorium. Secretary of State Kerry, Deputy Secretary of Defense Ash 
Carter, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Admiral Sandy Winnefeld, and Deputy Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Robert Cardillo will be there to brief Members on the situa-
tions in both Syria and in North Korea. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I’d like to say to Members that we won’t be having another 
vote in this series. 
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9. 157 CONG. REC. 18427, 18434, 112th Cong. 1st Sess. 
10. Id. at 18559. 

§ 9.4 The House passed a resolution honoring an employee who was 
killed at a district event by designating a room in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center as the ‘‘Gabriel Zimmerman Meeting Room.’’ 
On November 30, 2011,(9) the House considered the following resolution 

and adopted the resolution on December 1, 2011:(10) 

GABRIEL ZIMMERMAN MEETING ROOM 

Mr. [Chuck] FLEISCHMANN [of Tennessee]. Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 364) designating room HVC 215 of the Capitol 
Visitor Center as the ‘‘Gabriel Zimmerman Meeting Room’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
The text of the resolution is as follows: 

H. RES. 364 
Whereas public events allowing Members of Congress to meet with constituents are an 

intrinsic element of American democracy and representative government; 
Whereas at approximately 10:10 a.m. on January 8, 2011, a gunman attempted the assas-

sination of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, opening fire at her ‘‘Congress on your Cor-
ner’’ event in front of a Safeway supermarket in Tucson, Arizona, killing 6 and wounding 
13, including Congresswoman Giffords; 

Whereas Christina–Taylor Green, Dorothy Morris, John Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan 
Stoddard, and Gabriel Zimmerman lost their lives in the attack; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman began his Congressional career in January 2007 as Con-
stituent Services Supervisor for then newly elected Congresswoman Giffords, a role in 
which he supervised a robust constituent services operation and worked directly with the 
people of Arizona’s Eighth Congressional District to help them resolve problems with 
Federal agencies and to offer other forms of assistance; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman then served as Congresswoman Giffords’ Director of Com-
munity Outreach, a position in which he proactively engaged the Congresswoman and her 
office with constituencies, organizations, and citizens throughout southern Arizona; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman organized hundreds of events to allow constituents to 
meet with Congresswoman Giffords while serving as Director of Community Outreach, 
and led the organization, planning, and implementation of Congresswoman Giffords’ Jan-
uary 8, 2011 ‘‘Congress on your Corner’’ event; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was a 1998 graduate of University High School in Tucson, 
Arizona, a 2002 graduate of the University of California at Santa Cruz, and a 2006 graduate 
of Arizona State University, where he received a Masters in social work; 

Whereas prior to joining Congresswoman Giffords’ staff, Gabriel Zimmerman was a so-
cial worker assisting troubled youth; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was an outdoor enthusiast, all–around athlete, and lover 
of history, who at the time of his death at the age of 30 was engaged to be married, and 
who was known and respected by countless individuals throughout the Eighth Congres-
sional District; 

Whereas staff serve a vital role in the Congress, allowing the legislative branch to exer-
cise its critical constitutional duties and enabling Members to effectively represent their 
constituents; 

Whereas over 15,000 individuals are currently serving as Congressional staffers; 
Whereas, on January 8, 2011, Speaker John Boehner stated, in reaction to the Tucson 

shooting, ‘‘I am horrified by the senseless attack on Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 
and members of her staff. An attack on one who serves is an attack on all who serve.’’; 
and 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was the first Congressional staffer in history to be mur-
dered in the performance of his official duties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That room HVC 215 of the Capitol Visitor Center is designated as the ‘‘Ga-
briel Zimmerman Meeting Room’’. 
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11. Candice Miller (MI). 
12. Lynn Westmoreland (GA). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(11) Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. FLEISCHMANN) and the gentlewoman from the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Tennessee. . . . 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion offered by the gentleman 

from Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) that the House suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution, H. Res. 364. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion of the Chair, two–thirds being in the af-

firmative, the ayes have it. 
Ms. [Debbie] WASSERMAN SCHULTZ [of Florida]. Madam Speaker, on that I demand 

the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, further proceedings on 

this question will be postponed. . . . 

f 

GABRIEL ZIMMERMAN MEETING ROOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.(12) The unfinished business is the vote on the motion to 
suspend the rules and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 364) designating room HVC 215 
of the Capitol Visitor Center as the ‘‘Gabriel Zimmerman Meeting Room’’, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion offered by the gentleman 

from Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) that the House suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution. 

This is a 5–minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic device, and there were—yeas 419, nays 0, not voting 

14, as follows: . . . 
So (two–thirds being in the affirmative) the rules were suspended and the resolution 

was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

§ 10. The Senate Chamber 

The Senate Chamber is located on the north side of the Capitol building 
and, like the House Chamber, has been renovated on numerous occasions 
to allow for the introduction of new technologies. As early as the 1920s, the 
Senate Chamber was equipped with audio microphones for use by Senators. 
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