1992

SEC. 2. DISABILITY COMPENSATION AND DE-
PENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COM-
PENSATION RATE INCREASES.

(@) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall, as provided in paragraph
(2), increase, effective December 1, 1992, the
rates of and limitations on Department of
Veterans Affairs disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion.

(2)(A) The Secretary shall increase each of
the rates and limitations in sections 1114,
1115(1), 1162, 1311, 1313, and 1314 of title 38,
United States Code, that were increased by
the amendments made by the Veterans’
Compensation Rate Amendments of 1991
(Public Law 102-152; 105 Stat. 985). The in-
crease shall be made in such rate and limita-
tions as in effect on November 30, 1992, and
shall be by the same percentage that benefit
amounts payable under title Il of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et. seq.) are in-
creased effective December 1, 1992, as a result
of a determination under section 215(i) of
such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(B) In the computation of increased rates
and limitations pursuant to subparagraph
(A), amounts of $0.50 or more shall be round-
ed to the next higher dollar amount and
amounts of less than $0.50 shall be rounded
to the next lower dollar amount.

(b) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may ad-
just administratively, consistent with the
increases made under subsection (a), the
rates of disability compensation payable to
persons within the purview of section 10 of
Public Law 85-857 (2 Stat. 1263) who are not
in receipt of compensation payable pursuant
to chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.

(c) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT.—At the
same time as the matters specified in section
214(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 415(i)(2)(D)) are required to be pub-
lished by reason of a determination made
under section 215(i) of such Act during fiscal
year 1992, the Secretary shall publish in the
Federal Register the rates and limitations
referred to in subsection (a)(2)(A) as in-
creased under this section.

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY,
said Senate amendment to the House
amendments was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said Senate amendment to the
House amendments was agreed to was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk notify the
Senate thereof.

9116.49 VETERANS DISABILITY
COMPENSATION

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, by
unanimous consent, the bill of the Sen-
ate (S. 775) to improve the compensa-
tion of certain veterans for exposure to
ionizing radiation, to improve the ad-
ministration of veterans benefits, pro-
grams, and for other purposes; was
taken from the Speaker’s table.

When said bill was considered and
read twice.

Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the
following amendment in the nature of
a substitute which was agreed to:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Veterans’
Radiation Exposure Amendments of 1992"".
SEC. 2. EXPANSION OF LIST OF DISEASES PRE-

SUMED TO BE SERVICE CONNECTED
FOR CERTAIN RADIATION-EXPOSED

VETERANS AND ELIMINATION OF LA-
TENCY-PERIOD LIMITATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1112(c) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking out ‘‘to a
degree” and all that follows through ‘‘sub-
section)’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraphs:

““(N) Cancer of the salivary gland.

““(0) Cancer of the urinary tract.”;

(3) by striking out paragraph (3); and

(4) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3).

“(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
October 1, 1992.

SEC. 3. IDENTIFICATION OF CERTAIN ACTIVITIES
RELATING TO EXPOSURE TO IONIZ-
ING RADIATION.

The Veterans’ Dioxin and Radiation Expo-
sure Compensation Standards Act (38 U.S.C.
1154 note) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

““IDENTIFICATION OF ACTIVITIES INVOLVING

EXPOSURE BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1970

“SEC. 10. (a) IN GENERAL.—(1) In order to
determine whether activities (other than the
tests or occupation activities referred to in
section 5(a)(1)(B)) resulted in the exposure of
veterans to ionizing radiation during the
service of such veterans that occurred before
January 1, 1970, and whether adverse health
effects have been observed or may have re-
sulted from such exposure in a significant
number of such veterans, the Advisory Com-
mittee established under section 6 shall—

“(A) review all available scientific studies
and other relevant information relating to
the exposure of such veterans to ionizing ra-
diation during such service;

“(B) identify any activity during which
significant numbers of veterans received ex-
posure; and

““(C) on the basis of such review, submit to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs a report
containing the recommendation of the Advi-
sory Committee on the feasibility and appro-
priateness for the purpose of the determina-
tion under this paragraph of any additional
investigation with respect to any activity of
such veterans during such service.

““(2) Upon the request of the Advisory Com-
mittee, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
(after seeking such assistance from the Sec-
retary of Defense as is necessary and appro-
priate) shall make available to the Advisory
Committee records and other information re-
lating to the service referred to in paragraph
(1) that may assist the Advisory Committee
in carrying out the review and recommenda-
tion referred to in that paragraph.

““(3) The Advisory committee shall submit
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs the re-
port referred to in paragraph (1)(C) not later
than August 1, 1993.

““(b) INVESTIGATION PLAN AND REPORT.—(1)
Upon receipt of the report referred to in sub-
paragraph (C) of subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall—

“(A) identify which of the activities re-
ferred to in that subparagraph, if any, that
the Secretary intends to investigate more
fully for the purpose of making the deter-
mination referred to in that subsection; and

‘“(B) prepare a plan (including a deadline
for the plan) to carry out that investigation
and make that determination.

““(2) Not later than December 1, 1993, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report containing—

“(A) a list of the activities identified by
the Secretary pursuant to paragraph (1)(A)
and the basis of such identification;

““(B) a copy of the report of the Advisory
Committee referred to in subsection
(@)(1)(C); and

“(C) the plan referred to
)(B).”.

SEC. 4. REVIEW OF BRONCHIO-ALVEOLAR CAR-
CINOMA.

(a) ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEW.—The

Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall direct the

in paragraph

2215
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Advisory Committee on Environmental Haz-
ards to review pertinent scientific data re-
lating to bronchio-alveolar carcinoma to de-
termine whether such disease entity should
be considered to be radiogenic. Based on its
review, the Advisory Committee shall report
its findings to the Secretary.

(b) DECISION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary, based on the Advisory Committee’s
findings, shall, not later than April 1, 1993,
submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives a report setting forth the Secretary’s
decision as to whether such disease entity
should be presumed to be service connected
if suffered by a radiation-exposed veteran (as
defined by section 1112(c)(4)(A) of title 38,
United States Code)

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be read a third time, was read a third
time by title, and passed.

By unanimous consent, the title was
amended so as to read: ““An Act to im-
prove the program of compensation for
veterans exposed to ionizing radiation
while in military service.”.

A motion to reconsider the votes
whereby said bill, as amended, was
passed and the title was amended was,
by wunanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said
amendments.

9116.50 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
KENNELLY, laid before the House a
communication, which was read as fol-
lows:

COMMITTEE ON
PuBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION,
Washington, DC, September 24, 1992.
Hon. THOMAS S. FOLEY,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed are copies of
resolutions adopted today by the Committee
on Public Works and Transportation. These
resolutions authorize studies of potential
water resources projects by the Army Corps
of Engineers in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 4 of the Act of March 4, 1913.

Sincerely,
ROBERT A. ROE,
Chairman.

By unanimous consent, the commu-
nication was referred to the Committee
on Appropriations.

9116.51 MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT—NATIONAL EMERGENCY
WITH RESPECT TO HAITI

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
KENNELLY, laid before the House a
message from the President, which was
read as follows:

To the Congress of the United States:

1. On October 4, 1991, in Executive
Order No. 12775, | declared a national
emergency to deal with the threat to
the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States
caused by events that had occurred in
Haiti to disrupt the legitimate exercise
of power by the democratically elected
government of that country (56 FR
50641). In that order, | ordered the im-
mediate blocking of all property and
interests in property of the Govern-
ment of Haiti (including the Banque de
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