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NOT VOTING—16
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So the bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said bill was passed was, by
unanimous consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate therein.

T36.25 COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MURTHA, laid before the House a com-
munication, which was read as follows:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 1, 1993.

Hon. THOMAS S. FOLEY,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 5 of Rule III of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
have the honor to transmit a sealed envelope
received from the White House at 8:00 p.m.
on Thursday, April 1, 1993, said to contain a
message from the President whereby he
transmits the ‘‘Comprehensive Child Immu-
nization Act of 1993’’.

With great respect, I am
Sincerely yours,

DONNALD K. ANDERSON,
Clerk, House of Representatives.

T36.26 COMPREHENSIVE CHILD
IMMUNIZATION

The Clerk then read the message
from the President, as follows:
To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit for your im-
mediate consideration and enactment
the ‘‘Comprehensive Child Immuniza-
tion Act of 1993’’. Also transmitted is a
section-by-section analysis.

This legislation launches a new part-
nership among parents and guardians;
health care providers; vaccine manu-
facturers; and Federal, State, and local
governments to protect our Nation’s
children from the deadly onslaught of
infectious diseases. The legislation is a
comprehensive initiative to remove ex-
isting barriers to immunization. It will
ensure that all children in the United
States are immunized against vaccine-
preventable diseases by their second
birthday. Because of the importance of
this initiative to the health of our chil-
dren, I am transmitting this legislation
in advance of my proposal for com-
prehensive reform of the Nation’s
health care system, which I expect to
submit to the Congress in May.

Beginning in fiscal year 1995, the bill
would authorize the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to pur-
chase and provide childhood vaccines
in quantities sufficient to meet the im-
munization needs of children in the
United States. It would also institute a
national immunization tracking sys-
tem through grants to the States to es-
tablish State immunization registries.
In addition, the bill contains provisions
to ensure that the National Vaccine In-
jury Compensation Program, an essen-
tial link in our Nation’s immunization
system, remains operational. Funding
for the program of vaccine purchase
and distribution will be identified in
my legislation for broad-based reform
of the national health care system and
made available beginning in fiscal year
1995 from the Comprehensive Child Im-
munization Account in the United
States Treasury.

Immunizations are cost-effective.
For example, the measles vaccine saves
over $10 in health care costs for every
$1 invested in prevention. We know
that children are most vulnerable be-
fore their second birthday and that ap-
proximately 80 percent of vaccine doses
should be given before then. Many chil-
dren, however, do not receive even
their basic immunizations by that age.
We must remove the financial barriers
to immunization that impede children
from being vaccinated on time, and fa-
cilitate development of a national
tracking system to ensure children are
immunized at the earliest appropriate
age.

The problem posed by soaring vac-
cine costs is exacerbated by a deterio-
rating immunization infrastructure.
This legislation continues the rebuild-
ing of our capacity to deliver vaccines

and educate parents started in my eco-
nomic stimulus package.

This proposal would direct the Sec-
retary to purchase and provide vaccine
without charge to health care provid-
ers who serve children and are located
in a State that participates in the
State registry grant program. In non-
participating States, free vaccine
would be distributed to Federal health
care centers and providers, including
those serving Indian populations.
Health care providers could not charge
patients for the cost of the vaccine.
They could, however, impose a fee for
its administration, unless such a fee
would result in the denial of vaccine to
someone unable to pay. The authority
of the Secretary established under this
legislation, to purchase and provide
vaccines, shall cease to be in effect be-
ginning on such date as may be speci-
fied in a Federal law providing for im-
munization services for all children as
part of a broad-based reform of the na-
tional health care system.

In addition, the bill would provide for
a collaborative Federal and State ef-
fort to track the immunization status
of the Nation’s children. It would au-
thorize the Secretary to make grants
to States to establish and operate
State immunization registries contain-
ing specific information for each child
in the State. Entering infant birth and
immunization data into registries will
enable identification of children who
need vaccinations and will help parents
and providers ensure that children are
appropriately immunized.

A keystone of the Nation’s vaccine
immunization effort is the National
Vaccine Injury Compensation Program.
This legislation would authorize pay-
ments from the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Trust Fund for compensable
injuries from vaccines administered on
or after October 1, 1992, and would rein-
state and permanently extend the vac-
cine excise tax.

I urge the Congress to take prompt
and favorable action on this legisla-
tion.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 1, 1993.
By unanimous consent, the message,

together with the accompanying pa-
pers, was referred to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means and ordered
to be printed (H. Doc. 103–61).

T36.27 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted—

To Mr. RAHALL, for today and the
balance of the week;

To Mrs. FOWLER, for today after 7
p.m.;

To Mr. BLILEY, for today until 3
p.m.; and

To Mr. POMBO, for today from 6 p.m.
And then,

T36.28 ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Mr. OLVER, at 12
o’clock and 40 minutes a.m., Friday,
April 2 (Legislative Day of Thursday,
April 1), 1993, the House adjourned.
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