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T39.31 DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 4 of rule XXII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows:

H.R. 695: Mr. SOLOMON.
H.R. 1031: Mrs. CLAYTON.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 1997 (40)

The House was called to order by the
SPEAKER.

T40.1 APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER announced he had ex-
amined and approved the Journal of
the proceedings of Tuesday, April 29,
1997.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal was approved.

T40.2 COMMUNICATIONS

Executive and other communica-
tions, pursuant to clause 2, rule XXIV,
were referred as follows:

3040. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Revision of
New Source Performance Standards for the
Phosphate Fertilizer Industry: Granular Tri-
ple Superphosphate Storage Facilities [FRL–
5811–1] (RIN: 2060–AH16) received April 29,
1997, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801 (a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

3041. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Clean Air Act
Approval and Promulgation of State Imple-
mentation Plan for North Dakota; Revisions
to the Air Pollution Control Rules [ND8–1–
7233a & ND–001–0001a; FRL–5812–3] received
April 29, 1997, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801
(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

3042. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—OMB Approval
Number Under the Paperwork Reduction
Act; Regulation of Fuels and Fuel Additives;
Gasoline Deposit Control Additive Regula-
tion [FRL–5811–6] received April 29, 1997, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801 (a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

3043. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final
rule—Privately Offered Investment Compa-
nies, Rule 2a51–1 [Release No. IC–22597, Inter-
national Release No. 1071, File No. S7–30–95]
(RIN: 3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

3044. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final
rule—Privately Offered Investment Compa-
nies, Rule 2a51–2 [Release No. IC–22597, Inter-
national Series Release No. 1071, File No. S7–
30–96] (RIN: 3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

3045. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—Pri-
vately Offered Investment Companies, Rule

2a51–3 [Release No. IC–22597, International
Release No. 1071, File No. S7–30–95] (RIN:
3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

3046. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final
rule—Privately Offered Investment Compa-
nies, Rule 3c–1 [Release No. IC–22597, Inter-
national Release No. 1071, File No. S7–30–95]
(RIN: 3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

3047. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final
rule—Privately Offered Investment Compa-
nies, Rule 3c–5 [Release No. IC–22597, Inter-
national Release No. 1071, File No. S7–30–95]
(RIN: 3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

3048. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final
rule—Privately Offered Investment Compa-
nies, Rule 3c–6 [Release No. IC–22597, Inter-
national Release No. 1071, File No. S7–30–95]
(RIN: 3235–AH09) received April 3, 1997, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.

3049. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially to the
United Kingdom (Transmittal No. DTC–44–
97), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2276(c); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

3050. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s annual re-
port on international terrorism entitled
‘‘Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1996,’’ pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2656f; to the Committee on
International Relations.

3051. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule—Fi-
nancial Assistance for Chesapeake Bay
Stock Assessments to Encourage Research
Projects for Improvement in the Stock Con-
ditions of the Chesapeake Bay Fisheries
[Docket No. 9703221061–7061–01; I.D. 042297B]
(RIN: 0648–ZA28) received April 29, 1997, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

3052. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulations Management, Department of
Veterans Affairs, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Compensation for Certain
Undiagnosed Illnesses [38 CFR Part 3] (RIN:
2900–AI77) received April 29, 1997, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

T40.3 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 867

Ms. PRYCE, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, called up the fol-
lowing resolution (H. Res. 134):

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 867) to pro-
mote the adoption of children in foster care.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. Points of order against consid-
eration of the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2(l)(6) of rule XI or section 303(a) or
308(a) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974
are waived. General debate shall be confined
to the bill and shall not exceed one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
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man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means now printed
in the bill, modified as specified in the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution. Each section of the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, as modified, shall be considered as
read. Points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute, as
modified, for failure to comply with clause 7
of rule XVI or section 303(a) or 306 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 are waived.
During consideration of the bill for amend-
ment, the Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole may accord priority in recognition on
the basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 6 of rule
XXIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. At the conclusion of consid-
eration of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute, as modified.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

When said resolution was considered.
After debate,
On motion of Ms. PRYCE, the pre-

vious question was ordered on the reso-
lution to its adoption or rejection and
under the operation thereof, the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said resolution was agreed to
was, by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

T40.4 ADOPTION PROMOTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HOBSON, pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 134 and rule XXIII, declared the
House resolved into the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the consideration of the bill
(H.R. 867) to promote the adoption of
children in foster care.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
ROGAN, by unanimous consent, des-
ignated Mr. ROGAN as Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole; and after
some time spent therein,

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, assumed the Chair.

When Mr. ROGAN, Chairman, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 134, reported
the bill back to the House with an
amendment adopted by the Committee.

The previous question having been
ordered by said resolution.

The following amendment, reported
from the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, was
agreed to:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Adoption Promotion Act of 1997’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Clarification of the reasonable ef-

forts requirement.
Sec. 3. States required to initiate or join

proceedings to terminate paren-
tal rights for certain children
in foster care.

Sec. 4. Adoption incentive payments.
Sec. 5. Earlier status reviews and perma-

nency hearings.
Sec. 6. Notice of reviews and hearings; op-

portunity to be heard.
Sec. 7. Documentation of reasonable efforts

to adopt.
Sec. 8. Kinship care.
Sec. 9. Use of the Federal Parent Locator

Service for child welfare serv-
ices.

Sec. 10. Performance of States in protecting
children.

Sec. 11. Authority to approve more child
protection demonstration
projects.

Sec. 12. Technical assistance.
Sec. 13. Coordination of substance abuse and

child protection services.
Sec. 14. Clarification of eligible population

for independent living services.
Sec. 15. Effective date.
Sec. 16. Purchase of American-made equip-

ment and products.
Sec. 17. Criminal records checks for prospec-

tive foster and adoptive parents
and group care staff.

Sec. 18. Standby guardianship.
SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF THE REASONABLE EF-

FORTS REQUIREMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(15) of the

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(15)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘‘(15)(A) provides that—
‘‘(i) except as provided in clauses (ii) and

(iii), reasonable efforts shall be made—
‘‘(I) before a child is placed in foster care,

to prevent or eliminate the need to remove
the child from the child’s home; and

‘‘(II) to make it possible for the child to re-
turn home;

‘‘(ii) if continuation of reasonable efforts
of the type described in clause (i) is deter-
mined to be inconsistent with the perma-
nency plan for the child, reasonable efforts
of the type required by clause (iii)(II) shall
be made;

‘‘(iii) if a court of competent jurisdiction
has determined that the child has been sub-
jected to aggravated circumstances (as de-
fined by State law, which definition may in-
clude abandonment, torture, chronic abuse,
and sexual abuse) or parental conduct de-
scribed in section 106(b)(2)(A)(xii) of the
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act,
or that the parental rights of a parent with
respect to a sibling of the child have been
terminated involuntarily—

‘‘(I) reasonable efforts of the type de-
scribed in clause (i) shall not be required to
be made with respect to any parent of the
child who has been involved in subjecting the
child to such circumstances or such conduct,
or whose parental rights with respect to a
sibling of the child have been terminated in-
voluntarily; and

‘‘(II) if reasonable efforts of the type de-
scribed in clause (i) are not made or are dis-
continued, reasonable efforts shall be made
to place the child for adoption, with a legal
guardian, or (if adoption or legal guardian-
ship is determined not to be appropriate for
the child) in some other planned, permanent
living arrangement; and

‘‘(iv) reasonable efforts of the type de-
scribed in clause (iii)(II) may be made con-
currently with reasonable efforts of the type
described in clause (i); and

‘‘(B) in determining the reasonable efforts
to be made with respect to a child and in
making such reasonable efforts, the child’s
health and safety shall be of paramount con-
cern;’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
472(a)(1) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 672(a)(1)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘for a child’’ before
‘‘have been made’’.
SEC. 3. STATES REQUIRED TO INITIATE OR JOIN

PROCEEDINGS TO TERMINATE PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS FOR CERTAIN CHIL-
DREN IN FOSTER CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 475(5) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(5)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (C);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (D) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(E) in the case of a child who has not at-

tained 10 years of age and has been in foster
care under the responsibility of the State for
18 months of the most recent 24 months, the
State shall file a petition to terminate the
parental rights of the child’s parents (or, if
such a petition has been filed by another
party, seek to be joined as a party to the pe-
tition), unless—

‘‘(i) at the option of the State, the child is
being cared for by a relative;

‘‘(ii) a State court or State agency has doc-
umented a compelling reason for deter-
mining that filing such a petition would not
be in the best interests of the child; or

‘‘(iii) the State has not provided to the
family of the child such services as the State
deems appropriate, if reasonable efforts of
the type described in section 471(a)(15)(A)(i)
are required to be made with respect to the
child.’’.

(b) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY.—The
amendments made by subsection (a) shall
apply only to children entering foster care
on or after October 1, 1997.
SEC. 4. ADOPTION INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part E of title IV of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 670–679) is
amended by inserting after section 473 the
following:
‘‘SEC. 473A. ADOPTION INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.

‘‘(a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—Subject to the
availability of such amounts as may be pro-
vided in appropriations Acts, the Secretary
shall make a grant to each State that is an
incentive-eligible State for a fiscal year in
an amount equal to the adoption incentive
payment payable to the State for the fiscal
year under this section, which shall be pay-
able in the immediately succeeding fiscal
year.

‘‘(b) INCENTIVE-ELIGIBLE STATE.—A State is
an incentive-eligible State for a fiscal year
if—

‘‘(1) the State has a plan approved under
this part for the fiscal year;

‘‘(2) the number of foster child adoptions in
the State during the fiscal year exceeds the
base number of foster child adoptions for the
State for the fiscal year;

‘‘(3) the State is in compliance with sub-
section (c) for the fiscal year; and

‘‘(4) the fiscal year is any of fiscal years
1998 through 2002.

‘‘(c) DATA REQUIREMENTS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State is in compliance

with this subsection for a fiscal year if the
State has provided to the Secretary the data
described in paragraph (2) for fiscal year 1997
(or, if later, the fiscal year that precedes the
1st fiscal year for which the State seeks a
grant under this section) and for each suc-
ceeding fiscal year.

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF NUMBERS OF ADOP-
TIONS.—

‘‘(A) DETERMINATIONS BASED ON AFCARS
DATA.—Except as provided in subparagraph
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