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the waters of the Pacific ocean, whether the
Columbia, Oregon, Colorado or any other
river may offer the most direct & practicable
water communication across this continent
for the purposes of commerce’’;

Whereas the Expedition, in response to
President Jefferson’s directive, greatly ad-
vanced our geographical knowledge of the
continent and prepared the way for the ex-
tension of the American fur trade with
American Indian tribes throughout the area;

Whereas President Jefferson directed the
explorers to take note of and carefully
record the natural resources of the newly ac-
quired territory known as Louisiana, as well
as diligently report on the native inhab-
itants of the land;

Whereas Lewis and Clark and their com-
panions began their historic journey to ex-
plore the uncharted wilderness west of the
Mississippi River at Wood River, Illinois, on
May 14, 1804, and followed the Missouri River
westward from its mouth on the Mississippi
to its headwaters in the Rocky Mountains;

Whereas the Expedition held its first meet-
ing with American Indians at Council Bluff
near present-day Fort Calhoun, Nebraska, in
August 1804, spent its first winter at Fort
Mandan, North Dakota, crossed the Rocky
Mountains by horseback in August 1805,
reached the Pacific Ocean at the mouth of
the Columbia River in mid-November of that
year, and wintered at Fort Clatsop, near the
present city of Astoria, Oregon;

Whereas the Expedition returned to St.
Louis, Missouri, on September 23, 1806, after
a 28-month journey covering 8,000 miles dur-
ing which it traversed 11 future States: Illi-
nois, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana,
Idaho, Washington, and Oregon;

Whereas the explorers faithfully followed
the President’s directives and dutifully re-
corded their observations in their detailed
journals;

Whereas these journals describe many
plant and animal species, some completely
unknown to the world of science or never be-
fore encountered in North America, and
added greatly to scientific knowledge about
the flora and fauna of the United States;

Whereas accounts from the journals of
Lewis and Clark and the detailed maps that
were prepared by the Expedition enhanced
knowledge of the western continent and
routes for commerce;

Whereas the journals of Lewis and Clark
documented diverse American Indian lan-
guages, customs, religious beliefs, and cere-
monies; as Lewis and Clark are important
figures in American history, so too are Black
Buffalo, Cameahwait, Sacajawea, Sheheke
and Watkueis;

Whereas the Expedition significantly en-
hanced amicable relations between the
United States and the autonomous American
Indian nations, and the friendship and re-
spect fostered between the American Indian
tribes and the Expedition represents the best
of diplomacy and relationships between di-
vergent nations and cultures;

Whereas the American Indian tribes of the
Northern Plains and the Pacific Northwest
played an essential role in the survival and
the success of the Expedition;

Whereas the Lewis and Clark Expedition
has been called the most perfect expedition
of its kind in the history of the world and
paved the way for the United States to be-
come a great world power;

Whereas the President and the Congress
have previously recognized the importance
of the Expedition by establishing a 5-year
commission in 1964 to study its history and
the route it followed, and again in 1978 by
designating the route as the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail administered by the
Secretary of the Interior through the Na-
tional Park Service; and

Whereas the National Park Service, along
with other Federal, State, and local agencies
and many other interested groups, are pre-
paring commemorative activities to cele-
brate the bicentennial of the Expedition be-
ginning in 2003: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) expresses its support for the work of the
National Lewis and Clark Bicentennial
Council and all the Federal, State, and local
entities and other interested groups that are
preparing bicentennial activities to cele-
brate the 200th anniversary of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition;

(2) expresses its support for the events to
be held in observance of the Expedition at
Council Bluff near present-day Fort Calhoun,
Nebraska, at St. Louis, Missouri, at Portland
and Fort Clatsop, Oregon, and at Bismarck,
North Dakota, and many other cities during
the bicentennial observance; and

(3) calls upon the President, the Secretary
of the Interior, the Director of the National
Park Service, American Indian tribes, other
public officials, and the citizens of the
United States to support, promote, and par-
ticipate in the many bicentennial activities
being planned to commemorate the Lewis
and Clark Expedition.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PETRI, recognized Mrs. CHENOWETH
and Mr. MILLER of California, each for
20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MILLER of Florida, announced that
two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

Mrs. CHENOWETH objected to the
vote on the ground that a quorum was
not present and not voting.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MILLER of Florida, pursuant to clause
5, rule I, announced that further pro-
ceedings on the motion were post-
poned.

The point of no quorum was consid-
ered as withdrawn.

T94.12 ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS
SETTLEMENT

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska moved to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
2000) to amend the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act to make cer-
tain clarifications to the land bank
protection provisions, and for other
purposes; as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MILLER of Florida, recognized Mr.
YOUNG of Alaska and Mr. MILLER of
California, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MILLER of Florida, announced that
two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T94.13 NATIVE AMERICANS LAWS

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska moved to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
4068) to make certain technical correc-
tions in laws relating to Native Ameri-
cans, and for other purposes; as amend-
ed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
MILLER of Florida, recognized Mr.
YOUNG of Alaska and Mr. MILLER of
California, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

MILLER of Florida, announced that
two-thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T94.14 RELATIONS WITH PACIFIC ISLAND
NATIONS

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 505):

Whereas the South Pacific region covers an
immense area of the earth, approximately 3
times the size of the contiguous United
States;

Whereas the United States seeks to main-
tain strong and enduring economic, political,
and strategic ties with the Pacific island
countries of the region, despite the reduced
diplomatic presence of the United States in
the region since World War II;

Whereas Pacific island nations wield con-
trol over vast tracts of the ocean, including
seabed minerals, fishing rights, and other
marine resources which will play a major
role in the future of the global economy;

Whereas access to these valuable resources
will be vital in maintaining the position of
the United States as the leading world power
in the new millennium;

Whereas Asian countries have already rec-
ognized the important role that these Pacific
island nations will play in the future of the
global economy, as evidenced by the Tokyo
summit meeting in October 1997 with various
Pacific island heads of state;

Whereas the Pacific has long been regarded
as one of the ‘‘last frontiers’’, with an enor-
mous wealth of uncultivated resources; and

Whereas direct United States participation
in the human and natural resource develop-
ment of the South Pacific region would pro-
mote beneficial ties with these Pacific island
nations and increase the possibilities of ac-
cess to the region’s valuable resources: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) it is in the national interest of the
United States to remain actively engaged in
the South Pacific region as a means of sup-
porting important United States commercial
and strategic interests, and to encourage the
consolidation of democratic values;

(2) a Pacific island summit, hosted by the
President of the United States with the Pa-
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