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SEC. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this Act shall
take effect on November 30, 1999.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said
amendments.

T129.14 JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Mr. MICA moved to suspend the rules
and agree to the following concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 221):

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),
SECTION 1. PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each of the documents
referred to in section 2 shall be printed as a
House document, in a style and manner de-
termined by the Joint Committee on Print-
ing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR HOUSE AND SEN-
ATE.—There shall be printed for the use of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
an aggregate number of copies of the docu-
ments printed under subsection (a) not to ex-
ceed the lesser of—

(1) 2,200,000; or
(2) the maximum number of copies for

which the aggregate printing cost does not
exceed an amount established by the Joint
Committee on Printing.
SEC. 2. DOCUMENTS DESCRIBED.

The documents referred to in this section
are as follows:

(1) The 1999 revised edition of the brochure
entitled ‘‘How Our Laws Are Made’’.

(2) The 1999 revised edition of the brochure
entitled ‘‘Our American Government’’.

(3) The 20th edition of the pocket version
of the United States Constitution.

(4) The 1999 edition of the document-sized,
annotated version of the United States Con-
stitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HOBSON, recognized Mr. MICA and Mr.
HOYER, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

BONILLA, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution was agreed
to was, by unanimous consent, laid on
the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

T129.15 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1714

Mr. DREIER, by direction of the
Committee on Rules, called up the fol-
lowing resolution (H. Res. 366):

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1714) to facili-
tate the use of electronic records and signa-
tures in interstate or foreign commerce. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. General debate shall be confined to the
bill and shall not exceed one hour equally di-

vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Commerce. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. In lieu of the amendments
recommended by the Committees on Com-
merce and the Judiciary now printed in the
bill, it shall be in order to consider as an
original bill for the purpose of amendment
under the five-minute rule an amendment in
the nature of a substitute printed in the Con-
gressional Record and numbered 1. That
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be considered as read. No amendment
to that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. The Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole may: (1) post-
pone until a time during further consider-
ation in the Committee of the Whole a re-
quest for a recorded vote on any amendment;
and (2) reduce to five minutes the minimum
time for electronic voting on any postponed
question that follows another electronic vote
without intervening business, provided that
the minimum time for electronic voting on
the first in any series of questions shall be 15
minutes. At the conclusion of consideration
of the bill for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House
with such amendments as may have been
adopted. Any Member may demand a sepa-
rate vote in the House on any amendment
adopted in the Committee of the Whole to
the bill or to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute made in order as original text.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

When said resolution was considered.
After debate,
On motion of Mr. HASTINGS of

Washington, the previous question was
ordered on the resolution to its adop-
tion or rejection and under the oper-
ation thereof, the resolution was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said resolution was agreed to
was, by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

T129.16 ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN
GLOBAL COMMERCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington, pursuant to
House Resolution 366 and rule XVIII,
declared the House resolved into the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1714) to facilitate
the use of electronic records and signa-
tures in interstate or foreign com-
merce.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington, by unani-
mous consent, designated Mr.
BONILLA as Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole; and after some
time spent therein,

T129.17 RECORDED VOTE

A recorded vote by electronic device
was ordered in the Committee of the
Whole on the following amendment
submitted by Mr. INSLEE:

In section 101(b), strike paragraph (2) and
insert the following:

(2) CONSENT TO ELECTRONIC RECORDS.—Not-
withstanding subsection (a) and paragraph
(1) of this subsection—

(A) if a statute, regulation, or other rule of
law requires that a record be provided or
made available to a consumer in writing,
that requirement shall be satisfied by an
electronic record if—

(i) the consumer has affirmatively con-
sented, by means of a consent that is con-
spicuous and visually separate from other
terms, to the provision or availability
(whichever is required) of such record (or
identified groups of records that include such
record) as an electronic record, and has not
withdrawn such consent;

(ii) prior to consenting, the consumer is
provided with a statement of the hardware
and software requirements for access to and
retention of electronic records; and

(iii) the consumer affirmatively acknowl-
edges, by means of an acknowledgement that
is conspicuous and visually separate from
other terms, that—

(I) the consumer has an obligation to no-
tify the provider of electronic records of any
change in the consumer’s electronic mail ad-
dress or other location to which the elec-
tronic records may be provided; and

(II) if the consumer withdraws consent, the
consumer has the obligation to notify the
provider of electronic records of the elec-
tronic mail address or other location to
which the records may be provided; and

(B) the record is capable of review, reten-
tion, and printing by the recipient if
accessed using the hardware and software
specified in the statement under subpara-
graph (A)(ii) at the time of the consumer’s
consent; and

(C) if such statute, regulation, or other
rule of law requires that a record be re-
tained, that requirement shall be satisfied if
such record complies with the requirements
of subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection
(c)(1).

At the end of section 101, add the following
new subsections:

(d) ABILITY TO CONTEST SIGNATURES AND
CHARGES.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to limit or otherwise affect the
rights of any person to assert that an elec-
tronic signature is a forgery, is used without
authority, or otherwise is invalid for reasons
that would invalidate the effect of a signa-
ture in written form. The use or acceptance
of an electronic record or electronic signa-
ture by a consumer shall not constitute a
waiver of any substantive protections af-
forded consumers under the Consumer Credit
Protection Act.

(e) SCOPE.—This Act is intended to clarify
the legal status of electronic records and
electronic signatures in the context of writ-
ing and signing requirements imposed by
law. Nothing in this Act affects the content
or timing of any disclosure required to be
provided to any consumer under any statute,
regulation, or other rule of law.

In section 102(c), strike ‘‘safety or health
of an individual consumer’’ and insert ‘‘pub-
lic health or safety of consumers’’.

In section 104, add at the end the following
new subsection:

(c) ADDITIONAL STUDY OF DELIVERY.—With-
in 18 months after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Commerce shall
conduct an inquiry regarding the effective-
ness of the delivery of electronic records to
consumers using electronic mail as com-
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