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EARLY ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE 

[FROM THE COMMITTEE REFORM AMENDMENTS OF 1974, 
MADE PERMANENT LAW IN 2 U.S.C. 29a] 

(a)(1) The majority leader or minority leader of the 
House of Representatives after consulta-
tion with the Speaker may at any time 
during any even-numbered year call a cau-

cus or conference, to begin on or after the first day of De-
cember and conclude on or before the twentieth day of De-
cember in such year and to be attended by all incumbent 
Members of his or her political party who have been re-
elected to the ensuing Congress and all other Members-
elect of such party, for the purpose of taking all steps nec-
essary to achieve the prompt organization of the Members 
and Members-elect of such party for the ensuing Congress.

(2) If the majority leader or minority leader calls an or-
ganizational caucus or conference under paragraph (1), he 
or she shall file with the Clerk of the House a written no-
tice designating the date upon which the caucus or con-
ference is to convene. As soon as possible after the election 
of Members to the ensuing Congress, the Clerk shall fur-
nish each Member-elect of the party involved with appro-
priate written notification of the caucus or conference.

(3) If a vacancy occurs in the office of majority leader or 
minority leader during any even-numbered year (and has 
not been filled), the chairman of the caucus or conference 
of the party involved for the current Congress may call an 
organizational caucus or conference under paragraph (1) 
by filing written notice thereof as provided by paragraph 
(2).

(b)(1)(A) Each Member-elect (other than an incumbent 
Member reelected to the ensuing Congress) who attends a 
caucus or conference called under subsection (a), and each 
incumbent Member reelected to the ensuing Congress who 
attends any such caucus or conference convening after the 
adjournment sine die of the Congress in the year involved, 
shall be paid for one round trip between his or her place 
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of residence in the district which he or she represents and 
Washington, District of Columbia, for the purpose of at-
tending such caucus or conference. Payment shall be made 
through the issuance of a transportation request form to 
each such Member-elect or incumbent Member by the Fi-
nance Office of the House before such caucus or 
conference.

(B) Each Member-elect (other than an incumbent Mem-
ber reelected to the ensuing Congress) who attends a cau-
cus or conference called under subsection (a) shall in addi-
tion be reimbursed on a per diem or other basis for ex-
penses incurred in connection with his or her attendance 
at such caucus or conference for a period not to exceed the 
shorter of the following— 

(i) the period beginning with the day before the des-
ignated date upon which such caucus or conference is 
to convene and ending with the day after the date of 
the final adjournment of such caucus or conference; or 

(ii) fourteen days.
(2) Payments and reimbursements to Members-elect 

under paragraph (1) shall be made as provided (with re-
spect to Members) in the regulations prescribed by the 
Committee on House Administration with respect to travel 
and other expenses of committees and Members. Reim-
bursements shall be paid on special voucher forms pre-
scribed by the Committee on House Administration.

(c) The contingent fund of the House is made available 
to carry out the purposes of this section. 

[FROM H. RES. 10, 94TH CONGRESS, MADE PERMANENT LAW 
IN 2 U.S.C. 29a] 

Resolved, That (a) each Member-elect (other than an in-
cumbent Member reelected to the ensuing Congress) who 
attends a caucus or conference called under section 202(a) 
of House Resolution 988, 93d Congress, and each incum-
bent Member reelected to the ensuing Congress who at-
tends any such caucus or conference convening after the 
adjournment sine die of the Congress in the year involved, 
shall be entitled to designate one staff person to be paid 
for one round trip between that person’s place of resi-
dence, provided such place of residence is in the district 
which the Member-elect or incumbent Member represents, 
and Washington, District of Columbia, for the purpose of 
accompanying that Member-elect or incumbent Member to 
such caucus or conference.
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(b) Each Member-elect (other than an incumbent Mem-
ber reelected to the ensuing Congress) who attends a cau-
cus or conference called under such section 202(a) shall be 
entitled to designate one staff person who shall in addition 
be reimbursed on a per diem or other basis for expenses 
incurred in accompanying the Member-elect at the time of 
such caucus or conference for a period not to exceed the 
shorter of the following— 

(i) the period beginning with the day before the des-
ignated date upon which such caucus or conference is 
to convene and ending with the day after the date of 
the final adjournment of such caucus or conference; or 

(ii) fourteen days.
SEC. 2. (a) Payments and reimbursements to staff per-

sons under the first section of this resolution shall be 
made as provided (with respect to staff) in the regulations 
prescribed by the Committee on House Administration 
with respect to travel and other expenses of staff. Reim-
bursements shall be paid on special voucher forms pre-
scribed by the Committee on House Administration.

(b) Additional funds, if any, for staff allowances and of-
fice space for use by Members-elect (other than an incum-
bent Member reelected to the ensuing Congress) shall be 
authorized by the Committee on House Administration.

In the 107th Congress the House adopted a resolution providing for the 
convening of an organizational caucus or conference for the 108th Congress 
on or after November 1, 2002 (H. Res. 590, Nov. 3, 2000, p. ——). 
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