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to move to reconsider the vote by which the motion is 
agreed to or disagreed to. 

(H) Debate on the resolution is limited to not more than 
two hours, to be divided equally between those favoring 
and those opposing the resolution. A motion further to 
limit debate is not debatable. An amendment to, or motion 
to recommit, the resolution is not in order, and it is not 
in order to move to reconsider the vote by which the reso-
lution is agreed to or disagreed to. 

(I) Motions to postpone, made with respect to the dis-
charge from the committee, or the consideration of a reso-
lution with respect to a bidding system, and motions to 
proceed to the consideration of other business, shall be de-
cided without debate. 

(J) Appeals from the decisions of the Chair relating to 
the application of the rules of the Senate or the House of 
Representatives, as the case may be, to the procedure re-
lating to a resolution with respect to a bidding system 
shall be decided without debate. § 1130(2

24. Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 [42 U.S.C. 
10101] 

A. HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE AND SPENT NUCLEAR 
FUEL, §§ 111–25 

[42 U.S.C. 10131–45] 

REVIEW OF REPOSITORY SITE SELECTION, § 115 

[42 U.S.C. 10135] 

SEC. 115. (a) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section, 
the term ‘‘resolution of repository siting approval’’ means 
a joint resolution of the Congress, the matter after the re-
solving clause of which is as follows: ‘‘That there hereby 
is approved the site at lll for a repository, with re-
spect to which a notice of disapproval was submitted by 
lll on lll’’. The first blank space in such resolution 
shall be filled with the name of the geographic location of 
the proposed site of the repository to which such resolu-
tion pertains; the second blank space in such resolution 
shall be filled with the designation of the State Governor 
and legislature or Indian tribe governing body submitting 
the notice of disapproval to which such resolution per-
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tains; and the last blank space in such resolution shall be 
filled with the date of such submission. 

(b) STATE OR INDIAN TRIBE PETITIONS.—The designation 
of a site as suitable for application for a construction au-
thorization for a repository shall be effective at the end of 
the 60-day period beginning on the date that the Presi-
dent recommends such site to the Congress under section 
114, unless the Governor and the legislature of the State 
in which such site is located, or the governing body of an 
Indian tribe on whose reservation such site is located, as 
the case may be, has submitted to the Congress a notice 
of disapproval under section 116 or 118. If any such notice 
of disapproval has been submitted, the designation of such 
site shall not be effective except as provided under sub-
section (c). 

(c) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF PETITIONS.—If any notice 
of disapproval of a repository site designation has been 
submitted to the Congress under section 116 or 118 after 
a recommendation for approval of such site is made by the 
President under section 114, such site shall be dis-
approved unless, during the first period of 90 calendar 
days of continuous session of the Congress after the date 
of the receipt by the Congress of such notice of dis-
approval, the Congress passes a resolution of repository 
siting approval in accordance with this subsection approv-
ing such site, and such resolution thereafter becomes law. 

(d) PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO THE SENATE.—[see 42 
U.S.C. 10135(d)] 

* * * 
(e) PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO THE HOUSE OF REP-

RESENTATIVES.—(1) The provisions of this section are en-
acted by the Congress— 

(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the 
House of Representatives, and as such they are 
deemed a part of the rules of the House, but applica-
ble only with respect to the procedure to be followed 
in the House in the case of resolutions of repository 
siting approval, and such provisions supersede other 
rules of the House only to the extent that they are in-
consistent with such other rules; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitutional right 
of the House to change the rules (so far as relating to 
the procedure of the House) at any time, in the same 
manner and to the same extent as in the case of any 
other rule of the House. 
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(2) Resolutions of repository siting approval shall, upon 
introduction, be immediately referred by the Speaker of 
the House to the appropriate committee or committees of 
the House. Any such resolution received from the Senate 
shall be held at the Speaker’s table. 

(3) Upon the expiration of 60 days of continuous session 
after the introduction of the first resolution of repository 
siting approval with respect to any site, each committee to 
which such resolution was referred shall be discharged 
from further consideration of such resolution, and such 
resolution shall be referred to the appropriate calendar, 
unless such resolution or an identical resolution was pre-
viously reported by each committee to which it was re-
ferred. 

(4) It shall be in order for the Speaker to recognize a 
Member favoring a resolution to call up a resolution of re-
pository siting approval after it has been on the appro-
priate calendar for 5 legislative days. When any such reso-
lution is called up, the House shall proceed to its imme-
diate consideration and the Speaker shall recognize the 
Member calling up such resolution and a Member opposed 
to such resolution for 2 hours of debate in the House, to 
be equally divided and controlled by such Members. When 
such time has expired, the previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the resolution to adoption without 
intervening motion. No amendment to any such resolution 
shall be in order, nor shall it be in order to move to recon-
sider the vote by which such resolution is agreed to or dis-
agreed to. 

(5) If the House receives from the Senate a resolution of 
repository siting approval with respect to any site, then 
the following procedures shall apply: 

(A) The resolution of the Senate with respect to 
such site shall not be referred to a committee. 

(B) With respect to the resolution of the House with 
respect to such site— 

(i) the procedure with respect to that or other 
resolutions of the House with respect to such site 
shall be the same as if no resolution from the 
Senate with respect to such site had been re-
ceived; but 

(ii) on any vote on final passage of a resolution 
of the House with respect to such site, a resolu-
tion from the Senate with respect to such site 
where the text is identical shall be automatically 
substituted for the resolution of the House. 
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(f) COMPUTATION OF DAYS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(1) continuity of session of Congress is broken only 
by an adjournment sine die; and 

(2) the days on which either House is not in session 
because of an adjournment of more than 3 days to a 
day certain are excluded in the computation of the 90- 
day period referred to in subsection (c) and the 60-day 
period referred to in subsections (d) and (e). 

* * * 

The first time the House considered a measure under these procedures 
was to address the proposed Yucca Mountain Repository Site in the 107th 
Congress (H. J. Res. 87, May 8, 2002, p. 7145). A privileged joint resolution 
of approval called up under these procedures is subject to a point of order 
under section 425 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (relating to 
unfunded mandates) (May 8, 2002, p. 7145). § 1130(2

B. INTERIM STORAGE PROGRAM, §§ 131–37 

[42 U.S.C. 10151–57] 

REVIEW OF STORAGE SITES AND STATE PARTICIPATION, § 135 

[42 U.S.C. 10155] 

SEC. 135. * * * (d) * * * (6)(A) Upon deciding to pro-
vide an aggregate of 300 or more metric tons of storage ca-
pacity under subsection (a)(1) at any one site, the Sec-
retary shall notify the Governor and legislature of the 
State where such site is located, or the governing body of 
the Indian tribe in whose reservation such site is located, 
as the case may be, of such decision. During the 60-day 
period following receipt of notification by the Secretary of 
his decision to provide an aggregate of 300 or more metric 
tons of storage capacity at any one site, the Governor or 
legislature of the State in which such site is located, or 
the governing body of the affected Indian tribe where such 
site is located, as the case may be, may disapprove the 
provision of 300 or more metric tons of storage capacity at 
the site involved and submit to the Congress a notice of 
such disapproval. A notice of disapproval shall be consid-
ered to be submitted to the Congress on the date of the 
transmittal of such notice of disapproval to the Speaker of 
the House and the President pro tempore of the Senate. 
Such notice of disapproval shall be accompanied by a 
statement of reasons explaining why the provision of such 
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storage capacity at such site was disapproved by such 
Governor or legislature or the governing body of such In-
dian tribe. 

(B) Unless otherwise provided by State law, the Gov-
ernor or legislature of each State shall have authority to 
submit a notice of disapproval to the Congress under sub-
paragraph (A). In any case in which State law provides for 
submission of any such notice of disapproval by any other 
person or entity, any reference in this subtitle to the Gov-
ernor or legislature of such State shall be considered to 
refer instead to such other person or entity. 

(C) The authority of the Governor and legislature of 
each State under this paragraph shall not be applicable 
with respect to any site located on a reservation. 

(D) If any notice of disapproval is submitted to the Con-
gress under subparagraph (A), the proposed provision of 
300 or more metric tons of storage capacity at the site in-
volved shall be disapproved unless, during the first period 
of 90 calendar days of continuous session of the Congress 
following the date of the receipt by the Congress of such 
notice of disapproval, the Congress passes a resolution ap-
proving such proposed provision of storage capacity in ac-
cordance with the procedures established in this para-
graph and subsections (d) through (f) of section 115 and 
such resolution thereafter becomes law. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘‘resolution’’ means a joint resolu-
tion of either House of the Congress, the matter after the 
resolving clause of which is as follows: ‘‘That there hereby 
is approved the provision of 300 or more metric tons of 
spent nuclear fuel storage capacity at the site located at 
lll, with respect to which a notice of disapproval was 
submitted by lll on lll.’’. The first blank space in 
such resolution shall be filled with the geographic location 
of the site involved; the second blank space in such resolu-
tion shall be filled with the designation of the State Gov-
ernor and legislature or affected Indian tribe governing 
body submitting the notice of disapproval involved; and 
the last blank space in such resolution shall be filled with 
the date of submission of such notice of disapproval. 

(E) For purposes of the consideration of any resolution 
described in subparagraph (D), each reference in sub-
sections (d) and (e) of section 115 to a resolution of reposi-
tory siting approval shall be considered to refer to the res-
olution described in such subparagraph. 

* * * 
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§ 1130(2

C. MONITORED RETRIEVABLE STORAGE, §§ 141–49 

SECRETARIAL PROPOSAL, § 141 

[42 U.S.C. 10161] 

SEC. 141. * * * (b) SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL BY SEC-
RETARY.—(1) On or before June 1, 1985, the Secretary 
shall complete a detailed study of the need for and feasi-
bility of, and shall submit to the Congress a proposal for, 
the construction of one or more monitored retrievable stor-
age facilities for high-level radioactive waste and spent 
nuclear fuel. Each such facility shall be designed— 

(A) to accommodate spent nuclear fuel and high- 
level radioactive waste resulting from civilian nuclear 
activities; 

(B) to permit continuous monitoring, management, 
and maintenance of such spent fuel and waste for the 
foreseeable future; 

(C) to provide for the ready retrieval of such spent 
fuel and waste for further processing or disposal; and 

(D) to safely store such spent fuel and waste as long 
as may be necessary by maintaining such facility 
through appropriate means, including any required 
replacement of such facility. * * * 

* * * 
(h) PARTICIPATION OF STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES.—Any 

facility authorized pursuant to this section shall be subject 
to the provisions of sections 115, 116(a), 116(b), 116(d), 
117, and 118. For purposes of carrying out the provisions 
of this subsection, any reference in sections 115 through 
118 to a repository shall be considered to refer to a mon-
itored retrievable storage facility. 

SITE SELECTION, § 145 

[42 U.S.C. 10165] 

SEC. 145. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may select the 
site evaluated under section 144 that the Secretary deter-
mines on the basis of available information to be the most 
suitable for a monitored retrievable storage facility that is 
an integral part of the system for the disposal of spent nu-
clear fuel and high-level radioactive waste established 
under this Act. 
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* * * 

NOTICE OF DISAPPROVAL, § 146 

[42 U.S.C. 10166] 

SEC. 146. (a) IN GENERAL.—The selection of a site under 
section 145 shall be effective at the end of the period of 
60 calendar days beginning on the date of notification 
under such subsection, unless the governing body of the 
Indian tribe on whose reservation such site is located, or, 
if the site is not on a reservation, the Governor and the 
legislature of the State in which the site is located, has 
submitted to Congress a notice of disapproval with respect 
to such site. If any such notice of disapproval has been 
submitted under this subsection, the selection of the site 
under section 145 shall not be effective except as provided 
under section 115(c). 

(b) REFERENCES.—For purposes of carrying out the pro-
visions of this subsection, references in section 115(c) to a 
repository shall be considered to refer to a monitored re-
trievable storage facility and references to a notice of dis-
approval of a repository site designation under section 
116(b) or 118(a) shall be considered to refer to a notice of 
disapproval under this section. § 1130(2

25. Defense Base Closure and Realignment 

A. DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT ACT OF 1990, 
§§ 2903, 2904, 2908 

[10 U.S.C. 2687 note] 

CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, 
§ 2904 

SEC. 2904. * * * (b) CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL.—(1) 
The Secretary may not carry out any closure or realign-
ment recommended by the Commission in a report trans-
mitted from the President pursuant to section 2903(e) if a 
joint resolution is enacted, in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 2908, disapproving such recommendations 
of the Commission before the earlier of— 

(A) the end of the 45-day period beginning on the 
date on which the President transmits such report; or 

(B) the adjournment of Congress sine die for the 
session during which such report is transmitted. 
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