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spouses stand together, totally supportive 
of their spouses across the way. So, when 
I said I got lifted up, my morale was not 
down; it’s been good. And I’m just so con-
fident of how this thing is going to work 
out. But it was better, my morale was bet-
ter, when I saw these families. And when 
I talked to some who had loved ones miss-
ing or held prisoner, I just wondered at 
their strength. 

And I have had some other contacts with 
people that are in that description—one 
most beautiful letter from a wife of a pilot 
who was killed in action. And her spirit 
and the way she approached this whole con-
flict over there in the face of her own loss 
has been inspiring—it has been totally in-
spiring to me. 

So, my own feeling is I know what I’ve 
got to do. I’ve got very good people helping 
me do it. I really don’t lose sleep. I can’t 
tell you I don’t shed a tear for families 
and for those that might be lost in combat. 
We’ve had very few losses, and yet I’ve 
got to tell you I feel each one. But we’re 
going to continue this, and we’re going to 

prevail. 
And I think Marlin said that was the last 

question. 
Thank you very much. 

Note: President Bush’s 71st news conference 
began at 11:35 a.m. in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Carlos Salinas de Gortari 
of Mexico; Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
of Canada; President Turgut O

¨
zal of Turkey; 

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Secretary 
of Defense Dick Cheney; Gen. Colin L. Pow-
ell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander 
of the U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf; Deputy 
Prime Minister Sa‘dun Hammadi of Iraq; 
Prime Minister John Major of the United 
Kingdom; President Chadli Bendjedid of Al-
geria; United Nations Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra; Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev and Foreign Min-
ister Aleksandr A. Bessmertnykh of the So-
viet Union; former President Richard M. 
Nixon; and Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary 
to the President. 

Joint Statement Announcing Canada-Mexico-United States Trilateral 
Free Trade Negotiations 
February 5, 1991 

The President of the United States, 
George Bush; the President of the United 
Mexican States, Carlos Salinas de Gortari; 
and the Prime Minister of Canada, Brian 
Mulroney, announced today their intention 
to pursue a North American free trade 
agreement creating one of the world’s larg-
est liberalized markets. 

Following consultations among their min-
isters responsible for international trade, 
the three leaders concluded that a North 
American free trade agreement would fos-
ter sustained economic growth through ex-
panded trade and investment in a market 
comprising over 360 million people and $6 
trillion in output. In so doing, the agree-
ment would help all three countries meet 
the economic challenges they will face over 
the next decade. 

Accordingly, the three leaders have 
agreed that their trade ministers should pro-
ceed as soon as possible, in accordance with 
each country’s domestic procedures, with 
trilateral negotiations aimed at a com-
prehensive North American free trade 
agreement. The goal would be to progres-
sively eliminate obstacles to the flow of 
goods and services and to investment, pro-
vide for the protection of intellectual prop-
erty rights, and establish a fair and expedi-
tious dispute settlement mechanism. 

February 5, 1991 

Note: This joint statement was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary 
but was not issued as a White House press 
release. 
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