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good discussions with Prime Minister 
Shamir on that. He had good discussions 
with the heads of many other governments 
on that. Talked to the Soviets about that, 
who still have an interest in the Middle 
East. And so, we’ll just wait and see how 
all that develops. But I would hope that 
that would prove to be the case. Israel has 
restated its willingness to talk, and I think 
that’s a very great thing. 

Thank you all. 

Q. When will you go to the Middle East? 
The President. No plans yet. It’s not set. 

Note: Dr. Elie Wiesel, founder of the Elie 
Wiesel Foundation for Humanity, spoke at 
10:10 a.m. in the Oval Office at the White 
House. In his remarks, President Bush re-
ferred to Secretary of State James A. Baker 
III, President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s 
Telephone Conversation With Deputy President Nelson Mandela of 
the African National Congress 
March 18, 1991 

On March 6 the President spoke by tele-
phone with Nelson Mandela, the Deputy 
President of the African National Congress. 
The President and Mr. Mandela had an 
extended conversation on developments in 
South Africa, focusing on the issue of sanc-
tions, and on the Persian Gulf situation. 
Mr. Mandela recognized that the President 
will act on the issue of sanctions at the 
appropriate time, when the conditions in 
the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 

1986 are met. The President stated that 
numerous changes are taking place in South 
Africa and that it is necessary to keep work-
ing for this change to continue. The Presi-
dent assured Mr. Mandela that we will con-
sult fully with him in the months ahead. 
On the Gulf, Mr. Mandela reviewed the 
ANC position. The President outlined the 
coalition’s efforts and goals and indicated 
areas of disagreement with ANC views. It 
was a friendly conversation. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Appointment of 
Members of the Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise Fund 
March 18, 1991 

The President today announced the 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise 
Fund. The President is extremely pleased 
that these distinguished leaders, rep-
resenting a wide range of professional diver-
sity, have agreed to serve on the Board. 
The U.S. Directors are: 
John R. Petty, former chairman and CEO of the 

Marine Midland Bank (Chairman) 
David O. Maxwell, former chairman and CEO 

of Fannie Mae [Federal National Mortgage As-
sociation] 

Julia M. Walsh, managing director of Tucker/ 
Anthony, Inc. 

Charles A. Vanik, former Member of Congress 
and attorney with the law firm of Squire, Sand-
ers & Dempsey 

Milan Ondrus, retired vice president (Europe) 
of the FMC Corp. 

Similar to the Polish and Hungarian- 
American Enterprise Funds already estab-
lished, the new Fund will support private 
sector development. The administration in- 
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