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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting 
With Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama of Japan 
January 14, 1991 

The President met with Foreign Minister 
Nakayama for approximately one-half hour 
this afternoon. The Foreign Minister pre-
sented Prime Minister Kaifu’s greeting to 
the President and reaffirmed Japan’s com-
mitment to the U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions calling for the complete, immediate, 
and unconditional withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait. The President noted that the coali-
tion must remain steadfast and implement 
the U.N. resolutions. The President strongly 
urged Japan to provide the maximum co-

operation possible in the Gulf. 
The Foreign Minister noted that Japan, 

as an ally and good friend, would fully sup-
port the United States as the crisis con-
tinues to unfold. The Foreign Minister an-
nounced that Japan was assuming all of the 
start-up costs for the U.N. refugee program 
being put in place, on a contingency basis, 
in the Middle East. 

The President reaffirmed his intention to 
visit Japan as soon as circumstances permit. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Conditional Release 
of Military Assistance to El Salvador 
January 15, 1991 

The President is sending a report to Con-
gress on Salvadoran Government and 
FMLN guerrilla compliance with the terms 
set forth in the Fiscal Year 1991 Foreign 
Operations Appropriation Act. Today, the 
President determined that $42.5 million, 
the 50 percent of FY 1991 military aid for 
El Salvador that has been withheld under 
the law, may be released. The President’s 
decision was based on the FMLN’s violation 
of the conditions against ‘‘engaging in acts 
of violence directed at civilian targets’’ and 
acquiring or receiving ‘‘significant ship-
ments of lethal military assistance from out-
side El Salvador,’’ contained in Sections 531 
(D) and (E) of the Act. 

The President has decided to suspend de-
livery of this aid for 60 days in the interest 
of promoting a peaceful settlement to El 
Salvador’s tragic conflict. Despite the 
FMLN’s intransigence in negotiating with 
the Government and its clear violation of 
standards which Congress has established, 
we must give the peace negotiations under 
U.N. mediation every possible chance to 
succeed. The end of the 60-day period will 
coincide with the elections in March for 

the Salvadoran National Assembly. If the 
FMLN takes a serious and constructive ap-
proach to the peace talks so that they result 
in a political settlement and a U.N.-super-
vised cease-fire within 60 days, these funds 
will not need to be released for the defense 
of El Salvador’s security. 

The United States is prepared to go the 
last mile for peace in El Salvador. We are 
not prepared to sacrifice the security of the 
elected government or of American citizens. 
The United States will monitor carefully se-
curity conditions in El Salvador, and the 
President may release military assistance 
sooner than 60 days in case of a compelling 
security need. 

The President would strongly prefer not 
to have to use these funds for military pur-
poses, but rather, as the legislation permits, 
to help monitor a cease-fire and assist in 
demobilizing combatants and returning 
them to civilian life. An internationally veri-
fied cease-fire would assist greatly in assur-
ing the fullest possible participation in the 
election and allow us to use our assistance 
to support a peace settlement and national 
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reconstruction. The time for war in El Sal-
vador is over; the time for a peace settle-
ment is now. 

Note: The Presidential determination on mili-
tary assistance for El Salvador was printed 
in the ‘‘Federal Register’’ of February 6. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Pursuant to 
the Resolution Authorizing the Use of Force Against Iraq 
January 16, 1991 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 2(b) of the Authoriza-

tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
Resolution (H.J. Res. 77, Public Law 102– 
1), I have concluded that: 

1. the United States has used all appro-
priate diplomatic and other peaceful means 
to obtain compliance by Iraq with U.N. Se-
curity Council Resolutions 660, 661, 662, 
664, 665, 666, 667, 669, 670, 674, 677, and 
678; and 

2. that those efforts have not been and 
would not be successful in obtaining such 

compliance. 
Enclosed is a report that supports my 

decision. 
Sincerely, 

GEORGE BUSH 

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives; Robert C. Byrd, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate; George J. Mitchell, Senate 
majority leader; Robert Dole, Senate Repub-
lican leader; and Robert H. Michel, House 
Republican leader. 

Statement on Allied Military Action in the Persian Gulf 
January 16, 1991 

I have a statement by the President of 
the United States: 

The liberation of Kuwait has begun. In 
conjunction with the forces of our coalition 
partners, the United States has moved 
under the code name Operation Desert 
Storm to enforce the mandates of the 
United Nations Security Council. As of 7 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Operation 
Desert Storm forces were engaging targets 

in Kuwait and Iraq. 
President Bush will address the Nation 

at 9 p.m. tonight from the Oval Office. I’ll 
try to get you more as soon as we can. 
Thank you very much. 

Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater read the 
statement to reporters at 7:08 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 

Address to the Nation Announcing Allied Military Action in the 
Persian Gulf 
January 16, 1991 

Just 2 hours ago, allied air forces began 
an attack on military targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait. These attacks continue as I speak. 

Ground forces are not engaged. 
This conflict started August 2d when the 

dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless 
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